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PREFACE

KANNAKI CHARITRAM, a prose version of Chilap-
padhikaram, was written ten years ago at the
-request of Mr. A. Rajavelu Mudaliar (now Sub-
Inspector of Police Trichinopoly) when he was a
student in the F.A. Classes in Pachaiyappa’s
- College. It is now printed for the first time,
with the hope that it may induce our college
students to enjoy and appreciate the original,
which is a mine of literary gems reflecting the
ancient status and civilization of the Tamils.

PERAMBUR, T. C.
June 15, 1915.
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Tue following appeared as a leader in The Hindu in the
early ’nineties of the last century :—

We have read with great pleasure a small pamphlet by
the Hon’ble Mr. P. Coomarasamy of Ceylon, giving in
English an account of the author, the date and the contents
of the ancient and important Tamil work called Chilappathi-
karam. Tamil Pandits value it as a rare work of great
antiquity. It has been preserved from being utterly lost to
the world by the labour of Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar, the well-
known Tamil Pandit of the Kumbaconam College, who
printed and published it for the first time at the inducement
of Mr. Coomarasamy. To the Tamil population of Ceylon
it has special interest, because it is the only Tamil work of
any antiquity that refers to Ceylon after the period of
Ravana, and because, we are informed by the author, it is
the only work which records the history of Pattins, the
heroine of the poem, whose worship is largely prevalent in
the Island.

The author of Chilappathikaram was the younger son
of a Chera king, who renounced the world and became 2
Muni. The date of this poem is traced to the first century
of the Christian era.... This poem speaks of a king of
Ceylon, called Gajabahu, who was on a visit to the Chera
kingdom, and that on his return he intreduced into Ceylon
the worship of Pattini. Now, in the Makavamsa, the native
annals of Ceylon, only two kings of this name are mentioned,
one believed to have reigned about A.D. 109, while the other
king of the same name reigned in 1142. It may, therefore,
be safely concluded that Chiluppathikaram was written
‘more than eighteen centuries ago, a conclusion in which
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another great Tamil scholar, Mr. C. W. Thamotharam Pillay,
agrees.

The incidents narrated in the poem are few and simple.

-On the eastern coast of Southern India, where the Kaveri
meets the Indian Ocean, was situate Pukar, alias Kaverip-

‘pumpattinam, beloved of King XKarikalan. In this city
lived two merchant princes, Mahasattuvan and Manayakkan.

It was arranged between these two that Kovalan, the son

-of the former, should be married to Kannaki, the daughter
-of the latter. The marriage was celebrated with the pomp
.and ceremony befitting the wealth and rank of the parents ;
and the bridegroom of sixteen and the bride of twelve lived
“together happily for some years in a house built for them by
Kovalan’s mother. Kovalan unfortunately fell into the

toils of a danseuse, Madavi by name, deserted his home and

‘wife, and spent some years with her, losing all his immense
Jortune. Repenting eventually, he returned to his lonely
wife and proposed that they should travel to Madura, the
capital of the Pandiyas, and sell Kannaki’s priceless anklets,

and with the proceeds thereof retrieve their lost fortune by
trade. The faithful wife, always obedient, agreed, and after
several adventures in the course of a journey of many days
“they reached Madura. Leaving his wife in the house of a
shepherdess, Kovalan paced the streets of Madura, with the

“view of selling one of her anklets. He met a goldsmith and
-showed him the anklet. The goldsmith, who was a thief of
the first water, and who was already under suspicion of

‘having stolen an anklet belonging to the Queen of Madura,
-desired Kovalan to remain where he was, promising to
‘mention to King Pandiya that the anklet, which was only fit
for a queen, was for sale. The villain went at once to the

palace and in- formed the king that he had discovered the
‘thief who had stolen the queen’s anklet. The king, without
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inquiry, ordered his guards to behead Kovalan if he was in
-possession of the queen’s anklet, and he was accordingly
1eheaded. Kannaki, having heard of this calamity, proceeded
‘to the palace, taxed the king with injustice, and complained
that her husband had been beheaded without any investig-
.ation ; and her transcendent virtue caused a part of Madura
to be burnt down. Fourteen days after her husband’s death
.she herself ascended the heavens.

The poem consists of three parts: In Chapter I of the
first part, Mankala valttuppadal, it states that the guests at
‘the wedding of the hero and heroine were invited in a way
now rare even amongst princes in India. Maidens were
sent out on elephants to invite the guests, and the commen-
tator says that it was then the usual mode of invitation.
Another custom, now unusual, is mentioned at the con-
clusion of the marriage. The assembled women, after
blessing the bride and bridegroom, prayed that their king
might ever be prosperous. At the present time among
Hindus this is not usual in private ceremonies, though in
‘their temples blessing the ruling sovereign takes place on
festival days. In the second Chapter (1I), Manatyaram-
paduthe Kathai, is related the daily life of Kovalan and
Kannaki, and amongst other things it is there stated that
the merchants of the city were also ship-owners, kalam
being used to denote ships. In the next Chapter (III),
Aranketiu Eathat, is given a full and interesting description
.of a dancing girl, the qualities and qualifications of a danc-
ing master, music teacher, singing master, the player on
wind instruments, the musical instruments then in  use,
‘and the different modes in the music of that time ; and the
learned commentator of the poem, Adiyarkunallar, gives a
full  commentary on these matters. The fourth Chapter
{IV) is entitled ‘The Beauty of Evening,’ and gives a
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description of sunset, moon rise, the loves of Madavi and
Kovalan, and the sorrow of Kannaki at her separation from
her husband.  The fifth Chapter (V) deals with the celebra-
tion of the worship of Indra. A beautiful description of.
Pukar,—the chief seat of Government of the Cholas at the
time,—its buildings, busy streets, the foreign merchants and
their ways, the sellers of perfumes and flowers, embroidery
workers in silk, cotton, and rat furs, follows. Mention is.
also made of the different kinds of food used, amongst them
pitte and appam, not unknown now to our European
residents. Toddy was sold by the women of the lowest
caste, as also was fish ; and vettilni, ‘the betel leaf,” then, as
now, universally used in India and Cevlon, is also mentioned.
The sixth Chapter (VI), entitled’ Sea-bathing,” describes how
the inhabitants; from the prince down to the peasant, pro-
ceeded on stated occasions to the sea, and how they spent -
their day after sea-bath. It also describes the scents,.
ointments and cosmetics, jewellery, and other paraphernalia
used by the fair sex of the time. The seventh Chapter
(VII), Kanalvari, is one of the most interesting parts of the
poem to Tamil scholars.. It contains the songs said to have
been sung by Kovalan and Madavi at the riverside, in
various metres, in praise of the king, river Kaveri, the city’
of Pukar, and on other subjects. The thythm and sweetness
of the several songs can ounly be appreciated by those who-
are well versed in Tamil, and are certainly not excelled in
any other literature. It is here that Kovalan and Madavi
finally separate from each other, each believing, but without

cause, the other to have been unfaithiul. In the opening
lines of the eighth Chapter (VIII), Venil Kothai, reference is
made to an incident in the physical history of Southern
‘India, which is not known to European scholars, The
southern boundary of Tamil India-vthousands of years agd ;



APPENDICES 8r

seems to have been a river named Kumari, and in the time
of the Pandiyan king, Jayamakirtti, alias Nilantarutiruvir
Pandiya (the prince in whose reign Tolkappiyam attained its
highest fame), the sea is said to have invaded a large part of
Sputh India, and the river Kumari with much land south of
it was submerged in the sea which now washes the shores of
Cape Comorin. This chapter also mentions four cities
‘Madura, Urantai, Vanchi and Pukar, as having been royal
residences. It also gives in detail the mode of playing on
the musical instruments called the yal or vinai. The ninth
Chapter (IX) gives an account of Kannaki’s dream fore-
shadowing the death of her husband, the arrival of her
husband, their reconciliation, and, ‘old fate forcing, they set
out before sunrise’ to Madura to sell the anklets,

The next two parts, consisting of twenty chapters, relate
their travel to Madura, the death of Kovalan, the destruction
by fire of Madura, the end of Kannaki’s earthly life and her
worship by the several princes already mentioned. Temples
were built for her and daily sacrifices were made for her in
Southern India and Ceylon. Kannaki was worshipped in the
name of Pattint, which means a faithful wife.

This poem contains reference to human sacrifice, for we
read that when the Pandian kingdom suffered from want of
rain and when famine and poverly prevailed therein, on
account of the unjust execution of Kovalan instead of the
real thief, the goldsmith, the king sacrificed 1,000 goldsmiths
to Pattini and celebrated her worship, whereupon rain fell
and the land was freed from poverty and disease. Hearing
this, it is said, other Indian kings and the king of Ceylon
similarly worshipped Pattini.
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The following are extracts from The Tamils, Eighteen
Hundred Years Ago, by the late V. Kanakasabhai Pillai
(1904):—

It is the general opinion of Western scholars that there
‘was no Tamil literature before the ninth century a. p. But
the fact appears to be that all that was original and excellent
in the literature of the Tamils was written before the ninth
century, and what followed was, for the most part, but a base
imitation or translation of Sanskrit works. Frof a careful
study of ancient Tamil poems, I am led to think that some
-of the earliest works were undoubtedly composed more than
two thousand years ago, and that the Tamil people acquired
wealth and civilization at this early period by their commer-
cial intercourse with foreign nations, such as the Arabs,
‘Greeks, Romans and Javanese. With the advance of their
material prosperity, there wasa sudden stimulus to their
- literary activity. The Augustan period of Tamil literature
was, I should say, in the first century of the Christian era;
and the last college of poets was then held in Maduara in the
court of the Tamil king, Ugra Pandya. The works of not
less than fifty authors of this period have come down to us.
These poets were of various castes, various religious persua-
sions, and belonged to different parts of the Tamil country.
Some were Nigranthas, some Buddhists, and some of the
Brahmanic faiths. There were kings, priests, merchants,
-doctors, farmers, and artisans among their number. 7

. The information afforded by these poems, regarding the

religion and social customs of the Tamil people, would alone
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guide us to fix the probable date of this literature in the-
earliest centuries of the Christian era. For, we find from
them that there were Buddhists in the Tamil country, but
they had set up no images of Buddha and had no priests;
there were Nigranthas who called the Buddhists. heretics,
but who had not commenced the worship of their Saints or
Tirthankaras ; there were temples dedicated to Siva, Vishnu,
~and Subrahmanya, but there were also other shrines in which
the worship of Indra and Baladeva was continued: there
were Brahmans who wore the sacred thread and called
themselves the ‘twice-born,” but neither kings nor merchants:
sought this distinction ; there were Tamils living in walled
towns and cities, but in some parts of the country they led:
the life of nomads and had no' settled habitation. An
additional proof of the antiquity of the poems above men-
tioned may be adduced from the fact chat the chief towns.
and seaports and the foreign merchandise of the Tamil
country, as described in these poems, correspond exactly
- with those given in the works of Pliny, Ptolemy and in the
Periplus Maris Erythreei. Pliny died in AD. 79; and had
~ completed his Natural History two years previously. The
~ unknown author of the Periplus was a native of Egypt ; the
 Periplus was written a little after the death of Pliny,
- between the years op. 80 and 89. Ptolemy flourished im
the reign of Antoninus Pius, and died in A.D, 163. These
authors furnish much interesting information regarding the
- Tamil people and their foreign commerce. Ptolemy especially
gives a long list of the names of the maritime and inland
towns. Most of the seaports mentioned by him can be
readily identified from allusions to them in Tamil poems.
- The names of the tribes and their chief cities as given by him.
-are wonderfully accurate. ‘ :

e More definite information regarding the date of the last
. Sangha is furnished by the allusions to historic personages-
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which occur in the poems composed during the reigns of the
Chola king, Karikal, his son-in-law, the Chera king Athan,
and the latter’s son, Chenkuttuva Chera alias Imaya
Varman. The last mentioned Chera king had a younger
brother, Ilanko-Adikal, who became a monk of the Nigrantha
sect. He was the author of a long poem, the Chilappathi-
Laram, in which he relates that at a certain festival held by
his brother, Imaya Varman, at the Chera capital, Gajabahu,.
the king of Lanka, attended with an unnamed king of
Malava. This allusion to a king of Ceylon enables us to fix
the date of Imaya Varman. In the long lists of the kings of’
Ceylon, preserved in Sinhalese chronicles, the name Gajabahu
occurs only twice. Gajabahu I lived in the early part of the-
second century A.D., and Gajabahu II lived in the twelfth:
century. If the latter was the king referred to in the
Chilappathikaram, Karikal Chola, the grandfather of
Gajabahu’s contemporary, Imaya Varman, should have lived:
in the eleventh or twelfth century A.D. But in many Tamil
poems and inscriptions on copper-plates recording the grants:
of Chola kings who lived in the tenth and eleventh centuries,
Karikal Chola I is described as one of the earliest and most
remote ancestors of the Chola kings then reigning. Itis.
evident, therefore, that the Gajabahu referred to in
 Chilappathikaram could not be Gajabahu II, but must have
been Gajabahu I, who was king of Ceylon from about.
AD. 113 to 125. :

The Chilappathikaram also mentions the fact that
Chenkuttuva Chera paid a friendly visit to the king of
Magadha on the banks of the Ganges. 1t gives the name of
the Magadha king as Nurruvar Kannar or the ¢ Hundred:
Karnas,” and this expression was long a puzzle to me, until
it struck me that it was a translation of the Sanskrit title,
‘Satakarnin.” Several kings of the Karna or Andhra dynasty

e
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bore the epithet ‘Satakarnin,” and coins and inscriptions of
these kings have been found, in which the Pali form of the
word ‘ Satakani’ occurs. Sanskrit scholars have, however,
misread the name as Satakarnin, instead of Satakarnin.
The Tamil rendering of the name into ‘Hundred Karnas*
in a contemporary poem leaves no doubt of the fact that the.
name is correctly Satakarnin, made up of the words Sata
(hundred) and Karna (ears), the epithet evidently meaning
-a king who employed one hundred spies, or had one
hundred sources of information. . . . The year of accession
of Chandragupta may be fixed at 312 B.c. The Mauryas
ruled for 137 years, the Sungas 112 years, and after them
‘the Kanvayanas forty-five years. After them there were
thirty kings of the Andhra dynasty who reigned 456 years.
The reign of the first Satakarnin ought to have extended
from Ap. 77 to 133. (According to Matsya Purana five
Andhra kings reigned before the first Satakarnin from
I8 B.C. to A.D. 77). The reign of this Satakarnin covers the
-entire period of the reign of Gajabahu, king of Ceylon,

which lasted twelve years from A.D. 113 to 125 according
to the Mahawanso.

The Mahawanso was composed in the fifth century A.D.
and the Dipavanso still earlier ; and both these historical
‘works mention Gajabahu I. It appears that during the
reign of his father ‘crooked nosed’  Tissa, a Chola king,
had invaded Ceylon, and carried away several thousands of
captives; and that in retaliation Gajabahu invaded the
Chola dominions soon after his accession to the throne in
A.D. 113. The tradition is that the captives were carried
away to work on the banks of the river Kaviri, which were
then under construction. This is quite in accordance with
later Tamil poems and inscriptions which speak of Karikal
‘Chola as the king who commenced the construction of the
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high banks along both sides of the bed of the Kaviri. The
construction of the Kaviri banks which extended along its.
course to a distance of about Too miles from its mouth,
was an undertaking of such magnitude that it could not
have been completed during the reign of Karikal. The
_ Chola king, who invaded Ceylon in order to procure
captives to work at the banks, might have been therefore
Karikal or his immediate successor. This tradition is.
further evidence of the fact that Chenkuttuva Chera was
contemporary with Ga]abahu 1, who lived in the early part
of the second century A.D. Chenkuttuvan’s grandfather,
Karikal Chola, should have therefore reigned in the latter
half of the first century A.D., or, in other words, about
eighteen hundred years ago-

Karikal Chola’s daughter, Nar-Sonai, was married to-
the Chera king, Athan II, and became the mother of Chen-
kuttuva Chera and of Ilanko-Adigal, the author of the
Chilappathikaram. Karikal was succeeded by Chetchenni
Nalank-killi about AD.95. On the death of Nalank-killi,
Killi-Valavan succeeded to the Chola throne. His right to
succession was, however, disputed by other princes of the
Chola family. No less than nine of the princes revolted
and sought to divide the kingdom. But XKilli-Valavan’s
cousin, Chenkuttuva Chera, promptly came to his assistance,
defeated the confederate princes at Nerivayil, and established.
Killi-Valavan’s authority.

Killi-Valavan first married Peelivalai, the daughter
of the Naga king, Valaivanan, whose territory lay on the
western coast of Ceylon. Subsequently he took for his
consort Sithathakai, the daughter of a king (probably of
Mysore) who claimed to be descended from Mahabali. By
© Sithathakai, he had a son named Udaya-Kumara, who grew
up torbe a handsome and promising youth but was murdered
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-one night accidentally. The king then appears to have sent
- for his other son born by the Naga princess. She sent her

son in a merchant-vessel which sailed from Manipallavam
to Kaviripattinam. On the way, on a dark and stormy
- night, the passengers landed on an island and there they
left the prince in the dark, and sailed again when the weather
cleared. Finding afterwards that the prince was missing,
they searched throughout the island and the neighbouring
coasts, but without success. The sad news of the loss of
the prince reached Killi-Valavan just about the time that
the festival of Indra was to commence. The king neglected
to perform the festival and went in search of his son. A sea
‘wave rushed over Kaviripattinam and destroyed the town.
It was believed by the superstitious people of that age that
Manimekhala, or the goddess of the ocean, sent the wave to
punish the people for their having not performed  the
festival of Indra, the king of the gods. Killi-Valavan died
shortly afterwards. He was succeeded by another Killi, who
‘was known as Rajasuyam-Vetta-Peru-Nar-Killi, He per-
formed a magnificent sacrifice and invited to the grand
ceremony the neighbouring kings, Ugrap-peru-Valuthi and
‘the Chera king, Ma-Ven-Ko or the Fair Prince.

Contemporary with Karikal Chola the Great was the
Pandyan king, Ariyap—padai—kadantha—Nedunj-Cheliyan or
“ the Nedunj-Cheliyan who had defeated an Aryan army.”
His memory is, however, preserved to posterity by his
romantic death which is related in the epic poem
Chilappathikaram. On hearing of the sudden death of
‘Nedunj-Cheliyan, the pandyan, Prince Verriver-Cheliyan,
“‘who was then Viceroy of Kotkai, hastened to Madura and
-ascended the throne. He appears to have died after a short
reign and was succeeded by his son, Nedunj-Cheliyan II,
'who was then a boy of tender age. He is the hero of
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‘Maduraik-kanchi and Nedu-nal-Vadai. After him come
- Ugra-peruvaluthi, whose name is well known to all the -

-students of Tamil literature as that of theking in whose court

Kural, the immortal work of Tiruvalluvar, was published.

Of the Chera kings of this period Athan I was the
earliest sovereign, contemporary with Karikal. He was
‘wounded on the back while fighting at the head of his army
‘against Karikal. Unable to bear the disgrace, he put an
end to his life by starvation. His successor was Athan II,
-surnamed Chelvak-kadunk-ko-vali-Athan. He gained the
friendship of Karikal by marrying his daughter, Sonai.
Athan II had two sons, the elder of whom was called
«Chenkuttuvan, and the younger Ilankko-Adikal or the ‘royal
monk’. The latter prince composed the poem Chilappathi-
karam. Chenkuttuvan succeeded his father Athan II about
A.D. Q0. Chenkkuttuvan was succeeded by Chey who was
surnamed Yanaik-kan or ‘the elephant eye’. Yanaik-kat-
‘Chey was succeeded by Perunj-Cheral-Irumporai.

The head of the Government was a hereditary monarch,

His power was restricted by five councils, who were known
.as the ‘Five Great Assemblies.” They consisted of the
representatives of the people, priests, physicians, astrologers,
-or augurs and ministers. The council of representatives
-safeguarded the rights and privileges of the people; the
priests directed all religious ceremonies; the physicians
.attended to all matters affecting the health of the king and
~his subjects; the astrologers fixed auspicious times for
public ceremonies and predicted important events; the

~ ministers attended to the collection and expenditure of
the revenue and the administration of justice. Separate
places were assigned in the capital town for each of these

~ .assemblies, for their meetings and transaction of business.
+On important occasions thev attended the king’s levee in
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the throne hall or joined the royal. procession. It will be
interesting to know more of the constitution of the *Five
Great Assemblies’ ; but no further information is available in
the ancient poems which are now extant. The power of
Government was entirely vested in the kings and in the ‘Five
Great Assemblies’. It is most remarkable that this system
of Government was followed in the three kingdoms of the
Pandya, Chola and Chera, although they were independent
of each other.

‘The person of the king was surrounded with much pomp
and dignity. He was served by a numerous company of'
attendants. They are frequently mentioned as ‘ the eight
groups of attendants’ which were as follow:—Perfumers,
garland-makers, betel-bearers, arecanut-servers, armourers,
dressing valets, torch or light bearers and body-guards. Big
drums resounded at his palace gate, early at dawn and at
sunset. Time-criers were employed in the palace to cry out
the end of each nalikai which was reckoned by the hour-
glasses. On all public occasions, the queen took her seat on
the throne along with the king; but her apartments in the
palace were not accessible to males. Dwarfs and hunchbacks
and eunuchs besides a number of noble maidens waited upon
her.

The principal officers of State were the high priest, the-
chief astrologer, the ministers and the commanders of the
army. There were special officers appointed to perform the
duties of judges and magistrates; but the king was the
supreme and final arbiter in all civil and criminal cases.
The presiding judge in each court wore a peculiar headgear
by which he was distinguished from other officers of the court.
Justice was administered free of charge to the suitors but
the punishments were very severe; and hence crimes were
rare. The orders of the king which concerned the people-
were proclaimed throughout his capital city with beat of
drums, by officers riding on elephants. The king was the
head of society as well as of the Government.

59 g0~ -

The B. N. Press, Mount Road; Madras,




Senavaroyan, e
No 15,' Tholasmga Mudali Street :
e : Perambnr, Madras ‘




