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THINUCHIRRAMBALAM

BLESSINGS

SRIJAT Dr. RAJENDRA PRASAD,

PRESIDENT O THE INDIAN REPUBLIC
AND 7
SRIJAT PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU,
THT, PREMIER,
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT OF
Tug REPUBLIC OF INDIA.
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Iis Holiness
<ri La Sri. Ambalavana Desiga Swamigal

MAHASANNIDHANAM
OF THIRUVAVADULHURAT ADHUEENAM OF PHIRTKEATLAYAM

GIVEN ON
THE PIRST REPUBLIC DAY

2enm] 1950
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On this historic and solemn day, which sees the
Republic of India, we invoke the blessings of the
Almighty Lord Siva, who manifests Himself in
different forms and different names to different people
in different lovels of evolution, on the Republic of
India, on Dr. Rajendra Prasad, who has the unique
honour of being the first President, on Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, our popular Premier, who has won
the alfection of the people and the admiration of the
World, on the Ministers and Members of Parliament,
who have the extreme honour of being the first
administrators and legislators of the new-born
Republic and convey the blessings to all of those
honoured personages on our behalf and on behalf of
millions of our religious followers.

This day is the most remarkable one in the
history of the world, and those that are living to-day
are proud of those (hat were responsible for this
happy day, and praise and bless the memory of thase
whom He has chosen to be with Fhim.

We earnestly pray the Almighly to bless our
Republic and people to be the divine source for
bringing and spresding eternal peace and harmony
inthe world and thus aid humanity in the onward
mm‘(t}“} to perft’*etion.
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In keeping with lhe sacred tradition on solemn
occasions like this, we present the administrators
and legislators of the Republic with never-fading
flowers of ever-lasting fragrance, that have blossomed
in the sacred South; though the divine plants that
blossomed forth these flowers are of the Tamil land,
their roots of wisdom have gone far and far deep
breaking all the barriers made by the ignorance of
man and have taken their fragrance from the deepest
soil where lies the universal human culture. It is our
fervent hope that these fifty-two flowers, offered at
the feet of our sacred Motherland, will give marvell-
ous results and the Mother will produce many more
Buddhas and Gandhis to keep aloft the torch of
wisdom and spread love and peace throughout the
World. :

Blessed be the Universe,
Blessed be the Republic,
Blessed be the people.

Marasannidhanam,
Thirwvavadutlura: Adheenam

Acknowledgument is made to the translation of *“ Thirukkural
~and “Thiruvachagam " by Rev. G. U. Pope from which couplets of
4 Valluvar's sayings ™ and one song of Toiruvachagam are taken.
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THIRUMOOLAR
Saint of the yogic order believed to have lived for
Three thousand years. Author of Thirumanthiram of
Three thousand verses
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THIRUVACHAGAM

@HOU art the Heaven; Thou art the Earth
Thou art the Wind ; Thou art the nght ;

The Body Thou; the Soul art Thou;
Existence, Non-existence Thou;

Thou art the King; these puppets all
Thou dost make move, dwelling within,

That each one says: ‘Myself and mine’. ,
Wlnt shall I say? How render pra1se [

S t. Manwkavaohagar ‘
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PRAYER

(/\/
, Q@E pray Thee not for gold
The gold that gives us wealth;
We pray Thee not for wealth ,
The wealth that gives us pleasure ;
We pray Thee not for pleasure
The pleasures we enjoy ;
We pray and pray Thy Grace
The Grace that comes of love;
We pray Thee for the love '
The all embracing love;
The love that comes of Righteousness;
We pray Thy Grace to lead us all
In the path of Righteousness.
Oh! God of Kadamba wreath ! V
' Paripadal.

Twe thousand five hundred years ago.

NoTE

This Prayer is taken from Paripadal one of the
Sangam anthologies. The Sangam age in Tamil
literature spreads over a period of five hundred years
ranging from the fourth century before Christ to the first
century after Christ. ‘These poems were set  to music
and sung in public gatherings and private worshipping
places even two thousand five hundred years ago. The
contents of the prayer may sound a note of caution to
the materialistic attitude of the modern world. The
~ superiority of the eternal to the evanescent is well
impressed. Logical arrangement indicates the noble
culture. S



an Oph 441

fanQar @i sifsan Camiito
gFF QuIiELFr e LJL0% @JenLGOLD
Qspvs® awbir@ wayfal ajewssd

é/ﬂ’ﬁQﬁfﬂ 58Aé@ aufue. LTGLD.
uBppug g

Moy
Bule GAI  @erar LGP HE Qe er,
Lo Zar & @JG&@&@ GL-@aer arargud By LDGST @
Gar s Lrénd Qaar gLr@i eTET @ LjeasT LTI ULIGT G LL,

8w er@mamBiIGer @dans, Fudr Gurde, LLUDS
e @arow 8w Gomasdr 85 aphglariss
@ér Puewwr g Laryserrs GaarJu@uamar ; Gme
@erauid, LPS@ILY QUG LIT 6T enLowth BEIGU LD
Br@mGh pRES SO TEL 6T 6L gl GPE L
;@ulm‘@zmmgl @& Qedyar ,@sz__rruﬁygg @@
ST eTBEE5S & QpDUL L ST GLD.

4



THE WHEEL QF LAW

@HE wheel of Law doth stop its Motion
When anger, lust, undue favour,
Falsehood, cowardice and excess love

For wealth and cruel punishments appear.
Know this, my Lord of mighty lineage.

Pathirruppathu.

NoTE

The control of passions, the impartial outlook,
contempt for avarice and freedom from different kinds
of fears are the main personal qualities required for those.
who are destined to administer justice. The negation of
these qualities and Draconic laws impede the proper
administration of justice. This passage is from Pathirrup-
pathu, one of the Sangam ‘anthologies, and is addressed
toa Chera king known as Kuttuvan of Many Elephants.

5
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HE SHARES .

Q.Lﬂ‘AR and wide thy fame prevails;
Ag man you gather to share with men
All that sustains and gives us pleasure;
In short, you live for all the world.

We, who get our humble doles,

Hoarding not. do share with all.

‘As the ruler, so the subjects’.

Pathirruppatha.
2200 years ago.

4 NoTE N

A country becomes happy in proportion to the
number of noblemen who lead selfless life. ~Here, the
poet praises the king for his selfless quality which, by
ethical force, reflects even on those who are prome to be
selfish. The king, as an embodiment of manly qualities,
shares his delicious food without making anyone feel

that he gives. The world praises him because he shares.

This passage is also from Pathirruppathu-Two thousand

two hundred years ago. '

.‘7
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BODY AND SOUL

ej N
(ﬁﬁOT by food the world exists;

Nor the water gives the life.
The wide expanse of earth doth live,
Because the ruler is its life ;
To know this truth is duty first
Of those that stand to rule the land. -
Pyrananury.

No1E -

Of all the relationships known to human mind,
the relationiship between the body and soul is considered
to be the most intimate and sacred. This intimacy is

'so intense, no one-not even the greatest of thinkers-
used to think that these two are separate entities. ~Our
poet compares the relationship between the rulers and
the ruled tothat of the body and the soul. The body
moves as the soul directs: This passage is also from
Purananure, a Sangam anthology-~2000 years -ago.

n 9
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REAL GREATNESS

@HOUGH the rulers win their fame

By arms fourfold of steeds and cars,
Warriors brave and elephants fierce,

Does greatness lie on these alone ? -

Victory true comes from flawless laws;

So swerve not the sceptre to favour thine,
Snip not the virtue found alien ;

Combine the splendour of the mighty Sun
To the cooling lustre of the pleasing Moon.
And bestow your g1fts 11ke the showering rain..

L Pumnanuru.
2000 years-ago.

NoTE ,

Ever since the creation of the animate world, it has
been a battle ground, where beastly strength in the |
honoured name of Might has won the admiration of the
- world. . Once it was the strength of the teeth and
‘claws, then the strength of the mighty arms. Each
age has in turn been considered savage by the succeed-
ing ages. Our poet advises the ruler as to the noble
- way by which perpetual greatness may. be attained.
Where the men in power are apt to mislead themselves,; '
is hinted. The simile, combining the elements given in
comparison with the noble qualities to be formed, is
‘capable of gmng greater truths for any thmkmg mmd

1L
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LOVE ANB GRACE

@EFRIEND thou not with worthless men
Who sink themselves in burning hell
Devoid of love and grace; :
Thy rule should take the form of tender care
With which the mother nurses suckling ;
Though hard for mortals all,
Strive to get and rule the world.
Purananury.

NoTE

The poet, remembering the age of rulers who asso-
ciated themselves with ruthless men in the belief that
such qualities are necessary for maintaining their rule, -
advises the king to dissociate himself from them and
base his administration on love and grace.

This passage is also from Purananuru, a Sangam’z ;
anthology, 2000 years ago. 0

123
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INCREASE THE RESERVOIRS

EHOU Mighty Ruler, listen to my song,

Who gives to frames of men the food
They need, these give them life ;

For food sustains the mortal frame, |
But food is earth with water blent:
So those who join the water to the earth
Build up the body, and supply its life, .

Men in less happy lands sow seed, and watch to skies
for rain,

But this can ne’er supply the wants of kingdom and
of king.

; Therefore, O.! Cezhiyan, great in war, despise this not;
‘Increase the reservoirs for water made
 Who bind the water, and supply to fields
‘ Their measured flow, these bind
The earth to them. The fame of others passes svv1ft
aAway.

- Pumnammé’-]?rans. G. U.'Pope.

v NoTE ,
This passage from Purananwrs, an anthology -
compiled two thousand years ago, advises the king
- Pandiya to increase the water supply for food production.
The poet remarks with derision the unenterprising
attitude of taking things as they come and emphasises
the adoption of the noble spirit of gettmg things as we
want. :
~ What was snd of 1rr1gat10n two thousand years ago
is true even to day.

15
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THE PLOUGH

@HE victory of your forces in battle

Is born of the share that tills the soil;

Tf rain doth fail and yield diminish,
And people turn against their nature
And imbibe cults made by some,

The wider world will blame the king ;
You know this well; so refuse the words
Of those with views of foreign shade
Untested in the land you rule.

Bear the people who bear the plough
Even thy foes will bear thy feet.

‘Purananurw.
Two thousand ysars ago.

NoTe

This poem from Purananuru, besides emphasising
the necessity of state protection for agriculturists, goes
further with a political insight to suggest avoidance of
views not tested by indigenous experiences. Foreign
cults, however formidable and fascinating, may prove

disastrous if heeded to without proper appraisal.

The poet got remission of arrears of land tax from

the Chola King.
m 17
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SAYINGS OF ST. VALLUVAR

These sayings, given in the following pages, are
taken from the One thousand three hundred and thirty
sayings from Thirukkural, a masterpiece of Tamil
Literature, and one of the highest and purest expres-
sions of human thought. The author of this work is
one of the geniuses of the world and heis to be ranked
with the ancient Hebrew prophets, Confucius, Socrates
and other early leaders of human thought and morals.
This work is one of the select number of great works
which have entered into the very soul of a whole people
and which can never die.

It has found a home in England, France,
Germany and Italy. Every sectarian in India claims
kindred with the author. The Christian missionary
‘has gone so far as to call this grand system of
morals, an Echo of the Sermon on the Mount. The
Rev. Drew wrote in 1840 thus:—“The Kural has a
strong claim upon our attention, as a part of the literature
of the Country, and asa work of intrinsic excellence.
The author, passing over what is peculiar to particular
classes of society, and introducing such ideas only as
“are common to all, has avoided the uninteresting details
of observances found in Manu and the other Shastras;
and thus in general maintains a dignified style”.

The author was born some 2000 years ago at
Mylapore, a suburb of Madras, then a leading emporium
of Tamil land and one of the centres of Tamil learning.
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 2

@HAT is a ‘Land’ whose peaceful annals know,
Nor famine fierce, nor wasting plague nor ravage of
s ~ the foe. .

- NoTE

By way of defining the ideal country, the above
couplet stresses on the prime duty of the rulers to
keep the country free from famine and pestilence by
increased production and preventive measures. The
foreign policy should be such as not to make any one
_attack the couatry.
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' §T. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 3

- “'MROM factions free, and desolating . civil strife, and
band ‘ o
Of lurking murderersthat king afflict, that is the Land’.

"NotTEe

: Great number of combines with differing creeds,
internal dissensions and law breaking organisations with
the only motive of creating disturbances associated with
terror are the chief enemies of peace within the land.
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 4

MY fond affection led, who trusts in men of unwisle
: soul,
Yields all his being up to folly’s blind control. '

, No‘TE s , _
Services of the state should go only to men who
- have got the knowledge and capacity to discharge their
duties. If preference.goes by love and affection, the |
result will be disaster born of ignorance.
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 5

@HINK of the men whom scornful mind hath
brought to nought,
When exultation overwhelms thy wildered thought.

NoOTE

When people in position get elated on account of
some success in some fields of their activities, they are
apt to become lethargic.  The only antidote is to
recollect the lives of those that fell from their exalted
position.
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ST VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 6

B @ACH day, of every subject, every deed,
"Tis duty of the king to learn with speed.

-~ Note

The spy system and the intelligent police system

~ should be such as to keep the administrators informed

of all that happens in different places which are likely
to impede the maintenance of law and erder. ’
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 7

@HE mighty earth its burthen to sustain must cease,
If perfect virtue of the perfect men decrease.

NOTE
Leaders of men are the embodiments of culture and
~ virtue. Itis they who maintain the solidarity of the
society. 'What will happen if they prove lacking in their
noble qualities? The very earth will go to pieces.
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3T. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 8

WOAHAT is perfection’s test 7 The equal mind,
To bear repulse from even meaner men resigned.

NOTE

Keeping an open mind, in searching solutions for
several problems of the state, is the chief mental quality
of the men in responsible positions. This is what is
called perfection in a politician. ~ The real test will be
found only when they accept their defeat even in the
hands of meu of lesser position. o ‘
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 9

@I_)ALL them of perfect virtue's sea the shore,
Who, though the fates should fail, fail not for ever more.

Note s
~ The sky may fall, the earth may break, but the men
- of perfect virtue will not swerve an inch from the stand
they. took on mature considerations of fundamental
moral principles: : . =
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 10

' @’ER many a land they ’ll see their monarch reign,
Whose fields are shaded by the waving grain.

NOTE

" The nation that shelters the men working on the
fields producing bumper crops will give shelter to many
nations. ‘The importance of agriculture is stressed.

39
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 11

@O poverty it adds a sharper sting,
To live beneath the sway of unjust king.

‘ NoTe
" Poverty and prosperity are relative terms.

Prosperity becomes more painful than poverty ina land
where unjust economic'laws prevail.  Needless to say
the prosperity of men makes a nation powerful and use-
ful, while the poverty of men makes 2 nation-an object

of pity and derision.
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 12

ﬁﬁs ¢ Give’ the robber cries with lance uplift,
So kings with sceptred hand implore a gift.

NoTE

‘When menin pov‘ er approach the publlc for any kmd
of donation in whatever humble form, they resemble the
men with spear who go on begging gifts. Needless to say
it is the fear of the spear that makes people to part with
their money and not any w11hngness on the part of those
who give. F
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 13

HIS rna.m, this work shall thus work out’ let
thoughtful king command;
Then leave the matter, wholly in his servant’s hand.

NOTE

The magnitude of the work and the capacity of the
man to whom that work is entrusted should be well j
thought out before entrusting the work. Once entrusted R
. no one should interfere however great he may be
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'ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 14

% loyal love thh wisdom, clearness mind from
avarice free;

Who hath these four good gifts' should ever trusted be,

NoTE

In selecting the responsible officers of the state the
choice should fall on those who have the sense of loyalty,
knowledge of the subject, clearness of vision and freedom
from avarice te their eredit.
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 15

@;HOUGH well the work be done, yet one mistake is
‘ . : . made,
The habitudes of various men when no regard is paid.

_ MOIE

:The ambassadors should have a clear. and complete
knowledge of the people and administration to which
they are sent; besides, they should have entered into the
spirit that regulates the ways and forms of thinking and.
living of those people. ~ Without this. it is possible to
have their mission failed notwithstanding the good and
noble work done by an ambassador. : ‘
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 16

t,. N
|
@HE king with none to censure him, bereft of
safeguards all,
Though none his ruin work, shall surely ruined fall.

" NoTE
World is full of difference in opinions on vita}
subjects. = If any administration, by the strength-of its
rower, crushes any opposing views without due consider-
| ation, it is doomed to fall even without any ' enemies
working against it. Opposition is the strength -of a
Government. '
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'ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 17

(MﬁHAT power can work his fall, who faithful
»‘ ministers
Employs, that thunder out reproaches when he errs.

| NoTE |
“The benefits of opposition in a Government are
rightly emphasised. Our saint says that nothing in the
_world can change an administration which supports the
thundering voice of the opposition. :
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‘ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 18

@HAN kindly acts to friends more urgent thing to do
Is making foes to cling as friends attached to you.

NOTE

The contribution of each country towards the
maintenance of universal peace isindicated in the above
- couplet. Allied countries are always helpful to each
other and will not hesitate any kindly act; this will
help to promote international welfare of a group of
nations; but pacifying the differences and getting
friendly with enemies is sure to contribute to the.
universal peace.  So, such opportunities should be
embraced without loss of time. :
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 19

) A@HOUGH sharp their wit as file, as blocks they must
- : remain

“Whose souls are void of courtesy humane.

Noteg ;

~ Sharp intelligence is no doubt 2 requisite quality in
“an official of the state. But it is of no use when human
touches are wanting, '
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 20

ILLIONS on millions piled would never win
The men of noble race to soul-degrading sin

NoTE
Men of noble birth are specially required for services
_where temptation exists. So the quality of the noble
birth is defined as one which millions and bﬂhons cannot
shake from the path of rect1tude
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 21

'@HOUGH slight as shred of sesame seed it be
Destruction lurks in hidden enmity.

NoOTE

Internal dissensions should not be allowed to
remain even in a minutest measure. Such dissensions
are sure to develop themselves to the dangerous position
of an internal war,
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 22

o o
,ﬁUT breathe upon them, and they surely die,
Who fail to tame the pride of angry enemy.

NOTE .

If an encroaching enemy is allowed to be proud of
his plans, no country can have any independent existence.
So the pride of an enemy country should be shattered
before invasion. L :
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 23

@ESTROY the thorn, while tender plant can work
~ thee no offence;

Matured by time, ‘t will pierce the hand that plucks it
thence.

¥oTE

It is the duty of the administrators of a country to
discern any inimical idea that may appear in however
insignificant form in adjoining countries.  Then, it will
be easier to set aright things. If such ideas are allowed
to develop, it will be hard of approach and may bruise
him who approaches.  This truth is metaphorically
expressed in the above couplet. S
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 24

o—l

Q@ANT of knowledge, 'mid all wants the sorest
want we deem ;

Want of other things the world will not as want esteem.

- Nete }

~ The wants of a man in a civilised society are many.
The ways for satisfying the wants are also many.
Several wants can be replaced and several wants are
imaginary. No want in a man will be as disastrous to
self and society as the want of knowledge. So, it is the
duty of the Government to spread knowledge, to create,
develop and spread knowledge with the help of men of
real knowledge. '
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 25

\@ HOUGH men abound, all ready for the war,
No army is where no fit leaders are.

NOTE‘ 7
To be or not to be of anarmy depends on the
leadership of the commander.
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 26

o
ﬁOT lance gives kings the victory,
But sceptre swayed with equity,

NoTE
The victory dssuring permanent peace is not gained
by the superior strength of the armed forces. It is the
system of perfect laws and impartial methods of
administering them, that gives the victory worth its
name. B ' '
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ST. VALLUVAR’S SAYINGS 28

@HE man endowed with greatness true,
Rare deeds in perfect wise will do.

NoTe

In the programme of any progressive state, it
becomes inevitable to perform very many impossible
tasks. To undertake and complete such tasks, the
services of really great men become necessary. So,it is
the duty of the state to confer greatness on those who
are really great: The test for real greatness: is the
capac1ty to undertake and compiete aimost nnpossxble'
tasks, -
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 29

~~¥LL men that live are one in circumstance of birth;
Diversities of works give each his special worth.

NoTe

All men are born equal. It is only the subsequent
circumstances of life that makes them great or small. So
it is an unwise policy for any state to give preferences
according to the accidents of birth, Equal opportunity
should be given to all men born in a state. The great-
ness of any man depends on his mental and moral
qualities and he rises or falls according to the deeds he
‘performs.  The society should break all barriers of
preferences and prerogatives.
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'ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 30

@HE greed of soul that avarice men call.
When faults are summed, is worst of all.

, ‘NoTtE

‘Of all faults and base qualities of the mind, the
‘worst is the vulgar greeﬁ that tempts one to cling
to ‘2 place of honmour or emolument when the time
‘comes for him to leave that. This is the worst sin
in an administrator.or in an officer of a stateand
the evil effect of ‘this on “society is W‘orse than all other
sins combined. :
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ST. VALLUVAR'S SAYINGS 31

@HE king of worth, who can words bitter to his
ear endures
Beneath the shadow of his power the world abides
‘ secure.

NortEe

The importance of opposition in any good form of
Government is emphatically expressed by our saint.
He requires the administrators of the state to be not
only tolerant towards opposition but get profitted by
paying attention to the opposing views even when they
are expressed in the most unpleasing way, bittering their
ears. Our saint gives temptation to those that are in
power saying this quality will increase and extend their
power continuously. : '
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PUBLIC OPINION

@LAME or praise, when comes from great
Men of learning and sane views,

We should take and get reformed;

Who will stoop to hear the voice

That comes from low as praise and blame ?

Essence of learning teaches so ! '
Naladsar.

Note

Any cultured society considers the public opinion
as an all powerful factor in regulating the affairs of the
state. Leaders of nation are guided by that. In the
above poem, the saintly author advises us to distinguish
between the opinions that are to be respected and those
that are to be rejected. The value of the voice is judged
from the emanating place. Naladiar is a didactic work
of great value counted along with Tirukkural.
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MONKEY WITH A BURNING STICK

@O raise a man because of wealth
To places high and leading,

When he hasn’t got control

Of his self and passions,

And in conduct low and base,

It is to give the burning stick

" In the hands of monkey.
Paghamozhi.

NoTE

This passage from Pazhamozhi, an ancient
collection of Tamil proverts by a chieftain named
Manthurai Araiyanar, emphasises the qualities that
are necessary in a man, who is made to occupy impor-
tant positions in the society. The danger of raising
people without those qualities is well illustrated by the
proverb, “ Giving the burning stick in the hands of
monkey ”.
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JUSTICE IN MY LAND

€¢
@BH! who are ye, eyes in tears ?”’
Asked the king.  And she replied:
“Oh | you king of confused mind,
I with complaint here have come;
I come from Pugar famed for justice
- Where the ruler gave himself
Just to save a hostage bird;
Mind you, Oh king | he gave his body
To save a bird that found refuge.
A weeping cow once rang the bell
To get an audience of the king;
She lost her calf a tender one !
Who killed the calf ? None but king’s son
- Who drove the car on lurking calf;
- Accident! Accident! No thought he had
To run the car to kill the calf :
Many and many were the laws
The priests and elders gave the king
To excuse the son, the only heir.
Shook his head in disdain,
Rose the king from exalted throne,
Took his son and ran the car
Over him, who should succeed
The noble throne of Chola clan.
Thus was justice met to all.
This is the place from which I hail
That is justice we have known.
Silappathiharag.

NoTE

This passage is from Silappathiharam, an early
epic of excellence. This is nearly 2000 years old.

How proud Kannaki feels of her land and the justice
of the rulers! '
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MARTIAL SPIRIT

&
: Y father lives in stone, a hero’s effigy ;
My husband fell in battle slain.
My brothers died, resisting the foe to the last
: When all the host had perished.
My son, like a porcupine, perished by innumerable darts,
Fell fighting against the foeman’s king.

Once in village courtyard children
fitted their arrows to their bows
To shoot the hares that gathered there;
It’s heroes now.
Ward off the strokes of hostile king’s,
from the mighty breasts
Of their own leaders. Such is the city now.

They change not as in the sky

the changing moon
Though they obtain wealth brought
- in ships from over the ocean;
Will their excellence change,

whose hearts are pure
As the white conch shell found

on the ocean’s shore ? .

Purapporul Venbamalas.

NoTE

In these passages from Purapporul Venbamalai the
martial spirit of Tamil land is detailed with some
vigour.” The first passage expresses the heroic spirit
of a woman; the second, the village life leading to
martial sprit and the third, their noble nature after
victory. Even in this most material verse, the Tamil

spirit thinks of the next world. . »
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‘A LADY IN BATTLE

@O battle goes the warrior brave,
His lovely spouse too follows there ;
She sees her husband falling dead,
Embraces him in fear that Earth-
The noble lady-will have his touch;
Then she fears his soul will get

The touch of Angels soaring High;
So, she sends her soul in haste,

To meet her lover and embrace.
Neither the maiden Earth nor sky
Soring Angels did she allow '
To have an embrace of her lord.
Wlth love and falth they lived in earth
So they hve in heaven for ever.

Ka?zngathuppa7unz
900 years ago.

NOTE

“This song in praise of victory over ‘the Kahnga lands
bya Chola emperor, was composed nearly 900 years ago.
In the above piece a noble incident worthy of respect,
regard and admiration for the constancy and firm love

- of women folk is depicted. ‘The lady, though meek and
modest at her home, follows her husband to the battle
field to share his fate. = Unfortunately, the arrow of the
enemy makes him fall dead. The faithful wife embraces

* him standing behind, so that his body may fall onher
" body without having the dishonour of touching another

. woman, \The earth is persomﬁed as a lady). She sends '

‘her soul in advance to greet her husband before his’ soul -

‘reaches there.
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'KING, THE BODY

@ HE king bedecked with dazzling jewels,

With strength of mighty fierceful lions,
Holding diamond sword in hand,
Guarded all the living as

He would guard the life his own.

As all the living life were his

He stood as body to the life

The world which moved his actions all.

Kamba Ramayanam
Twelfth century,

NoTE

This passage is from Kamba Ramayanam, 2 Tamil
epic of the 12th century A. D, It is held in high esteem
by all the lovers of literature and is considered to be
an equal to Valmiki Ramayanam in literary merits.
Traditionally it is believed that Thulasidas got his
inspiration through this work. In the above passage, a
‘new turn is given to the political concepts of the relation
between the ruler and the ruled. The fundamental
principle of democracy finds an important place ‘in the
above passage ; most probably for the first time in.the
oriental thought. This is an original turn given by
Kamban, the poet, on retrospaction, experience and pro-
jection. The ruler is personified as the body, which is
being animated by the subjects, the life. So, the rulers
and the ruled should realise their responsibilities and act
in harmony like body and soul. S
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VIRTUOUS RULER

@IRTUOUS king is he, who sways
Over domains vast and protects
Subjects from oppressive fears five :

" By self, by following, by thieves,
By foes foul and animals wild.

Nore

This is from Periyapuranam, “Lives of Saints”
sung by Sekkilar, some 800 years ago. The poet defines
the duties of a virtuous king in clear terms. His reference
to avoid oppression by the king himself is to be
particularly noted. ‘ ' ’
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MUTTS IN SOCIETY

@HE turn he gave to ruling mind

Has made his country renown in world.

Scholar, saint and men virtue

Found their home in numbers large.

The order of the men was such

They neither cared for food or clothes

Nor a shelter to lay their heads;

The only goal in life to them

Was helping souls in onward march.

The king was happy and thought blessed;

So he ordered mutts to build

And gave the lands to keep them well;

They served the saintly men in mutts

With fruits and sweets of rarest kind

Honey, the milk, the ghee, the curd;

And all delicious things were free;

Finer clothes they had supplied;

They were freed from worldly cares.

Though the saints did live in earth .

Nearer was the heaven to them :

They thought of highest thoughts one could;

Got visions of Godly plans; :

They gave their knowledge for the world

To keep the peace and noble path. ,

Umapathi Sivachariar.

NoTE

This poer based on Umapathi Sivacheriar's Sekkilar Puranam
narrates historical incidents that happend in the twelfth century.
Several mutts were built by the Chola kings on the turn given to
thinking by Sekkilar's Periapnranam. The musts became hermi-
tages of saintly men who got themselves engaged in philosophical
thinking. They gave the benefit of their speculations to the Tamil
Nadu as systems of philosophy and codes of religion. This
philosophy and religion have done immense services in making
men live as men in spite of political vicissitudes. Saint Umapathi
Sivachariar was one or the earliect teachers of the philosophy for
which Thiruvavadathurai Mutt stands today. . :
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JUNGLE

@ET’I‘E? to live in jungle,

~ Where the fearful tigers live,

Than to live in land

Where the kings oppress.
o Sundara Pandyan.

NoTE

This comes from the pen of a ruling prince who has
seen dynamic changes in his life time. He belongs
to the sixteenth century and is known as Sundara
Pandiyan. The following passage from the hfe Confucms
‘may be profitably compared.

“«As Confucius was passing by the side of the Tai
mountain, there was a woman weeping and wailing by
a grave. Confucius bent forward in his carriage, and
after listening to her for some time, sent Tsze-lu to ask
the cause of her grief, You weep as if you had experi-

“enced sorrow upon sorrow ' said Tsze.ln. The woman
“replied. “It is so. My husband’s father was killed here
by a tiger and my husband also; and now my son has -
met the same fate” Confucius asked her why she did
not remove from the place, and on her answering,
-¢'There is here no oppresswe government,” he turned
to his disciples and said ‘My children, remember this.
oppresswe government is fiercer than a tiger.”. '
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KING OR ROBBER

38 he a kiﬁg or highway robber ?

Consents not to wait a day,

To get the tax due to-day,

When with grievance people go
Even audience he denies,

For counsel good he grinds his teeth,
Is he aking or highway robber ?

Rumaraguruparar.

NoTE

This passage from Kumaraguruparar, a monk of
Dharmapuram monastery who subsequently found a
mutt at Benares and Thiruppanandal, questions the
propriety of calling a man with above qualities as a king
though he may be physically. occupying that place.
This passage emphatically stresses that the consider-

ation in the collection of taxes, readiness to hear the
grievances of the subjects, and the willingness to be
benefitted by good counsel are the main qualities of any
* administrator. This authorisa poet of saintly order
-and has contributed towards the expansion of Saiva
’Siddhantha Philosophy and Tamil culture in the North -
India. He was held in high esteem by Thirumalai
Naick of Madurai and Moghul emperors of Delhi an

was frequently adorning those Courts. -

~ Thulasidas was greatly benefitted by the discourses
of this author. He belongs to the seventeenth century.
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SAINT—NAMASIVAYA

(1]

ﬁLACE the letters five the God
In the centre of thy heart;

These the flowers eight you take:—

~ Hurting vot a living thing,

Graces, the subdued senses five;
Forbearing evils done to one,
Enduring pains of extreme kind,
Speaking truth, the love to all,
Knowledge of this laws and world;
Sprinkle these at lotus feet.

Having mind united there.”

Thus you.said and purified

Those who came to serve thy cause,
And we worship at thy feet

Oh! Namasivaya of Thuraisai fame.
‘ Sivagnana Munivar. .

NoTE:

This poem in praise of St. Namasivaya Moorthy was composed
by Sivagna Munivar some two hundred years ago. = St. Namasi-
vaya Moorthy is the founder of Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt. - By this
institntion he has contributed in an extra-ordinary =measure
towsrds the welfare and development of mental, moral and religious
‘mides of people of South India. All the good deeds commenced by .
him are being continned even to-day in spite of several cha.liges‘ in
set;ieby and administration. It is said when he planned -the oven he
. desired that the fire placed on that day should continue for ever
without rekindling. The same fire continues even ' to-day—a
period of five hundred years.. Thousands are fed and the places
associated with the mutt have not seen famine in ‘spite of several
famines in these five hundred years. The spiritual, reigious, and
" cultural traditions are being maintained with honour till this day.
Sivagnana Munivar, the author of the poem- is an intellectual giant
who as commentator of philosophic works should be: ranked
along with Sapkars and Ramanuja. ‘ ' :
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MY APPEAL

@H@SE that are Dead to Noble e,
Should get their life and live again;
High and Low should disappear,

As eqguals all should live in werld;

One in soul the world should live,

And offer themselves at Thy feet ;

I should live in changeless state

One with you my Ged! my father!
This is my. 1§:pea} hear and grant ! !

S f Ramalmgar.

l\o"rs

T}ns isa pﬁ.s:.::ce from the poems of St Ramahngar v

who lived in the lact century. Besides being a poet and

Philosopher our saint is a very great humanitarian who

spread the cult of love to all beings. " His versesare in -

a simple soul - stirring language which finds ready

response in all hearts. In the above passage he prays. %

for the regeneration of men who have become dead to
haman values and envisages a society WlthOut any -

distinction, inequality, and differences of any kind; © -
" and further prays that all human beings should feel one
in soul and conduct the affairs of the world with an

harmonious freedom. Fmaﬂy he  prays that he should’
be helpful in bringing ‘the mankind to the service of
God ﬂnd makmg the humamty reach the eternal bhss., :
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