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PREFACE

————r

This little book is a translation of a short treatise
published by me two years ago. Several friends who
read it advised me to have it translated into the verna-
culars, so that the millions who do not read English may
be enabled to realise how and why they came to groan
under a heavy burden of debt.

The question of rural debt has for many years been
engaging my attention and it is one of the chief subjects
of research at the University Department of Econo-
mics. I have also had opportdnities, as a member of the
Madras Provincial Banking Committee, to study the
peculiarities of rural credit in different parts of the
Presidericy. However, the treatise before us deals only
with the more general aspects of the problem and does
not go into details. At a time like the present, it is neces-
sary that even the humblest villager should understand
the nature of problems like this Which so vitally affect
his well-being.

The book has been already translated into Malay-
glam. I am thankful to Mr. B. Natarajan, formerly
Research Student in Economies, for having translated it
into Tamil. Tt is hoped that the Tamil - reading public
will welcome this venture,

‘Senate House, Madras.
ato House, Madras.} P. J. THOMAS.
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