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“ The development of Mohenjo-Daro Script, the religion of these

two countries and that of Egypt, the titles of kings, the number of
zodiacal constellations among the proto Indian people and the relative
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position of these constellations, the changing of the proto Indian con-
stellation of the harp (Yal) for Turus (the bull) which might have
taken place in Sumar, the tradition of the ancient people of Mesopotamia
recorded by Berosus, the parallel by Biblical account in Gen ii.1.5 all
point to the same conclusion, that the migration of the Mediferranean
race Commenced from Indian and cxtended through South Mesopotamia
and Nortl Afvica ; spread through Crcic Cyprus, Greece, Italy and Spain
and across the Prynees reached central Europe and the British Isles. The
route starting from Ceylon to Ireland is marked by uninterrupted chain
of Dolmens and other megaliths that seem to be the relics of the enter-
“prising and highly civilized race which is termed the Mediterranean by
=4he antbropologists and which in India has been quite unreasonably
"despise_d under the name Dravidian"—Journal of Iadian History Vol
I Part 1 Fr. Heras.
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TO

HIS MOST BELOVED AND HIGHLY ESTEEMED PARENTS

THIS BOOK OF ESSAYS
IS,
AS A TOKEN OF
I8 FILIAL AFFECTION AND DEVOTIONZV

MOST RESPECTFULLY

Dedicafed bp

THE AUTHOR.






FOREWORD.
~ A~

These are days when vernacular composition
is apt to be neglected in spite of a demand for
- making the vernaculars the media of instruction
in schools and colleges, and examples are not want-
ing of men with high academic honours that
cannot write an essay or give a short address in
their mother-tongue. This book of essays on
various subjects, though written not with a view
to meet the requirements of any particular Univer-
sity Examination, contains much matter for thought
and reflection and models of style for imitation, and
therefore may be profitably placed in the hands of
University students of all grades.

I have gone through some of the essays and
am convinced that the author has exhibited his
deep insight into human nature and remarkable
powers of employing figures of speech aptly and
forcibly. The subjects are dealt with in a masterly
manner and in a style chaste and dignified. ‘

I am sure a perusal of these essays will make
a man wise and thoughtful besides equipping him
with much useful knowledge and .information.
I can therefore heartily commend the book to the
attention of the Tamil public.

8-5-1917. S. K. DEVASIKHAMANT,
Headmaster, S. P. G. High School,
TRICHINOPOLY.



TRANSLATOR’'S PREFACE.

ARG

Just_a year ago, when the Author of these
Essays readout to me a few of them, his origina-
lity and critical acumen in the treatment of them
convinced me that he is destined to strike out a.
new path altogether in the writing of Essays in
Vernaculars. His object, as is discernible from his.
work, is to make the reader think and weigh the
different aspects of the subject he has to deal with..
Having a Socratic mind, the Author is imbued with
a strong desire to hunt after and discover, with the:
aid of Nature, the hidden truth wherever it may: be:
found. His method of verification from Nature—
the source of all wisdom—wherever distorted
human actions cannot show the truth, is truly
Baconian.

I am quite sure that even a superficial reader
of the' Author’s work will soon be well-armed
to successfully meet any contested point as regards
man’s principles of life and conduct in this world.

It is only these merits in the Author and his
work that made me think for a while of the useful-
ness to the Tamils of a transldtion of such a master-
ly and original work, And I have therefore
ventured to undertake it for the benefit of my
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Tamil brethren even though I am the least
qualified for it.

As a lay reader of Tamil without any preten-
sions to be called a Pandit, I can lay .small claim
to-classic style and pure diction. But every attempt
has been made to render the Translation as faith-
ful, simple and intelligible as possible, even at the
sacrifice of -purity of diction and terseness of style.

If this humble attempt of mine is half as
useful to the Tamils as the Author’s Malayalam
original is to the Malayalam Public, the time and

trouble I spent over it will not be in vain.

I am much indebted to Mr. 8. K. ‘Dgvasikha-
mani, the Headmaster of the S. P. G. High
School, Trichinopoly, and a staunch patron of
- Tamil lea,ri;ing and Vernaculars in general, for his
kind, suggestive and instructive remarks and

" encouragement.

That there may be slips in this Translation is
likely enough. All corrections and suggestions
will be thankfully received.

J. VENKATACHALAPATHI, B. A,
1st MarcH 1917,
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