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FOREWORD

BY
DIWAN BAHADUR

P. M. SIVANGNANA MUDALIAR AVL.,BA.BL,

Tn ancient days Tamil Poets were maintained by the then
Kings so that the Poets were free from the anxieties of family
life and devoted all their time and-talents and their intuitive
faculties so as to produce the gems of Tamil Literature. But as
years passed on and the Kings were dethroned and a new order of
things prevailed there was no scope nor encouragement for such
intellects which gradually dwindled almost into oblivion exceptb
perhaps for some ill-composed verses to cater to the low tastes of
the present day.

Tn these days when fears are being entertained that the Tamil
Language itself would become completely extinct . it is indeed
encouraging to find that such intellects as the land was never
wanting in, could not contain themselves bub exhibit to the
intellectual world their inborn and intuitive gifts of learning and
knowledge by composing verses of & very high standard on subjects
of piety and virtue necessary to improve the present day living.

“From ancient times it has been observed that mere platitudes
of noble thoughts and ideas never appealed to the ordinary 'minds
but such thoughts and ideas if incorporated in the lives of ideal
individuals whose lives and actions are spirit-stirring, generally
found favour and appealed to the public and became indelibly
fmprinted in their minds. For instance no -amount of precept to
adhere to truth under any difficulties can make a firmer toot ih
the hearts of men than the noble example of Harischandra.

Tt is therefore refreshing to havesuch a poem as this composed
by Mr. T. 8. Kannapiran Pillai who has devoted all his life to the
study of the Tamil Tianguage and has been performing Kalatches
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pams of extraordinary ability with erudition and eloquence for

which he has rightly earned the title of Prasanga Ratnakaram.

In the heroine of the poem Ponnachiar (Qurared&uwrt), the gradual

development of human character by adherence to Divine precepts

and the unswerving service to God, to her husband and to her.
fellow-beings have been beautifully depicted by the author. It
need hardly be said that such a poem will ennoble the hearts of our
ladies and render them fit for the happiness and prosperity of every
household.

The reformation brought about in the mentality of Villi by
Ramanujar’s teachings is wonderfully instructive and  interesting.
The truth that God looks to the hearts of men and not to their out-
ward appearances has been very instructively depicted in the life
of Uranga Villi who in his practical living displayed the highest
ideals of his true faith in the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood
of man which he had imbibed from the teachirgs of his Guru
Ramanujar. 'Who would nof be proud of such a disciple ? The
Guru naturally showed his love and partiality to the heart of
Uranga Villi, though of a low caste, in preference to his other
disciples of the highest caste who in outward appearances only,
pretended to be his followers. The incidents beautifully illustrated
by the author could not fail to create an imperishable impression in
the minds of the readers.

- In placing such a poem before his readers, the author had
spared no pains to make it easy in style, full of piety and virtue -
ennobling in views and thoughts and really wuseful in life. The
public have to be grateful to him for this addition to the Tamil
Literature as the result of his exhuberence of experience in the
course of Kalatchepam extending over a period of 14 years. The
rapt attention with which his lectures are being heard, of which
I can bear personal testimony and the spirit created in his hearers
to lead a life of unerring truth and justice are sufficient indications.
of the merit of the author.

Long before the introduction of electric lights, there had been
a Tamil adage ¢ &Liaflor dasTudauth weor @il Aerb&L g Greor@CEmer



vii

geroy Gaian@h’ (Hven a bright light to shine brighter requires
a stick to kindle up the wick). The author, however bright his
poem is, has thought it necessary thatin order thaf it may shine
brighter someone should stir up the wick and however undeserving
I may be, he has asked me as one who is second t> none in his
love for Tamil to serve as the stirring stick to give a Foreword

to appeal to the public. With profound humility T ventured
to do it.

I need hardly say that I shall feel more than gratified if
T should serve as such a stick to enable the author’s attempt to
find favour which it richly deserves.

N%;;g‘zg?’lﬁ gil?gé. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar
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