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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

“Poetry is simply the most beautiful, impressive,
and widely effective mode of saying things, and hence
its importance,”——Matthew Arnold.

To a mind brooding over the gréat beauty that
manifests itself in the phenomena of Nature, to an in-
tellect plunging deep into the hidden mysteries of
Life, to a soul soaring high into ethereal regions of reli-
gion'and philosophy, to a spirit finding its serene rest
in moral sanctity and Divine grace, nothing appears
as permanently beautiful, impressive and cffective
as the study of a fine piece of Poetry. Not only does
a fine poem delight us by presenting a faithful picture
of Nature's charms and beauties but it even impresses
us with the immediate presence of a benign principle
in all the varied objects of beauty revealing unto man
Its supreme kindness and instilling into him love and
sympathy which serve to refine and ennoble his entire
being. To a hearteaten bit by bit away by sorrow
and worldly cares, Poetry comes as a healing balm;
to a heart chilled by the icy hand of cruelty and
oppression its influence comes like that of the
morning sun; and to a heart stained with the
blackest crime and the direst evil it comes as the
washing pearly dew. Ah! the changes wrought by
Poetry in the mind of man are profound and the
effects which it produces on him are permanent.

To me the studly of Poetry has been a welling

fountain of delight and ever will it continue to be
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so to the very close of my life on this earthly plane,
For years together | have been devoting my time
tc a close,—careful and diligent study of the ancient
classical poems in the Tamil language and have
been drinking deep the ineffable sweetness that was
there stored in.  The pure simplicity of thought,
the close and minute  observation of nature, the
vivid and sublime portraits presented of the social,
moral, religious and intellectual conditions of the
old" Tamilian Iife, the energy and artistic beauty
beaming through with asterling freshness, and
last, but not least, the great historic value which it
possesses—aﬂ combine to invest Tamil Poetry
with a peculiar charm and splendour that can
hard!y be surpassecl by the poetry -rlof any great
language inthe world. This alone accords to
Tamil quite a unique place in the history of all
cultivated languages in the civilised world.

But sad to relate the classical poems prescribed
as text books for the B. A. and F. A. Exami-
nations in the University of Madras, seem to
have attracted little or no attention of the stu-
dents.  And a study of them has been even re-

. garded useless and as wearisome by some easy-going
students who have been led to revel in stories of a
religious and mythological character and who have
ibereby lost all seriousness and appreciation of
natural  beauty. This has been due partly to the
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teaching of Pandits and the bulky volumes of
uotes which mainly consist in  giving word for
word meanings and turgid and trivial grammat -
‘ical notes and partly to some prescribed Tamil
texts in prose and poetry which for the most part con-
tain silly and crude religious myths translated from
Sanscrit Purgnas and - which by no means rep-
resent the true nature of original classics in
Tamil. I do not mean, however, to deny the fact
that one or two classical poems are occasionally
prescribed as text-books by the scrupulous mem-
bers of the Tamil Board, but I only intend to say
that even these brilliant gems become buried 'deep
in the heap of filthy poems - forthcoming as text-
books by the side of them. The sparkling glitter of the
former is swallowed up in the intense darkness of
the latter. Hence the study of Tamil Poetry
disappears  from our gaze as though it were sur-
rounded by an impenetrable gloom. In spite of this
disadvantage | had had an earnest desire to make an
attempt in directing the attention of students to a
sound critical study of some classical poems and see
what effect is produced on them when they are put
in the light of modern critical study of Poetry in
general.  Although I feel myself unfitifor the task,
yet [ ventured to make an attempt which, as
I afterwards found to my great satisfaction, proved
highly successful not only among the students of our
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College but also among those who, out = of
pure love, study Tamil in private. Thus] came to
Tealise the benefit that would accrue to students from
a critical and comparative study of poetry and ever
since that time was putting the scheme into practice
orally. But an occasion presented itself to me for
bringing my critical method of poetic study into
writing also. While I was engaged in teaching
Mullaippatiu to my students of the senior B.A. class,
they requested me to write a critical commentary on
this beautiful ode and subscribed in advance to defray
the cost of printing. In compliance with their re-
quest most cheerfully did | undertake the task. I
take this opportunity to express my thanks to my
students of the senior B.A. class for this and many
other acts of courtesy and kindness they had extend-
ed to me.

Mullaippattu is an ancient classical ode of
103 lines sung in honour of the Pandian King
Nedunchelian by his court bard Napputhanar.
How Nedunchelian, once having gone on an
expedition to meet the combined forces of seven
powerful kings in the field at Talayalanganam and
routed them all in the battle that ensued, returns
with great splendour and magnificence and with
trophies of - victory to kiss his loveliest wife
and how this beautiful maiden that had been left
alone in a country villa with a deep sorrow for
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the separation of her beloved husband, is lying
down on her couch her ‘chaste bosom heaving up
with a sigh of consolation at his shortly expected
return, are all related most vividly and very pictures-
quely in this poem. The Poem is remarkable alike for
simplicity of thought, beauty, and noble sentiments.
The imaginative hold which it has on the mind
of the reader is strong and elevating. The
interest of the plot is sustained throughout by th=
artistic methed insinuated into it by the poet with
great delicacy and subtlety that characterise a
master mind. The rhythm and harmony of style
vary every now and then and adhere themselves
closely to the dignified march of the sense, while
the diction, though rugged at times, is, on the
whole, chaste and elegant replete with genuine
elements of Tamil. The Sanscrit words have
mingled in it at the rate of two per cent,
or three and hence the date of its composition
falls- about the second. century before Christian
era.

In commenting on this excellent ode |1
followed the main lines of literary criticism
inculcated by the able and profound critic Professor
William Minto; for his critical methods are
exceedingly interesting and help much towards a
clear understanding of the work to be scrutinised-
From this critical point of view, I have *given a
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historical account of the age that gave birth to
such a splendid poem.as Mullaippattu and of the
influence which that age had exerted on this poem.
It must be remembered that the true nature of a
work of art cannot be comprehended unless  the
condition of the times in which it had sprung up
is distinctly understood. -1 have also availed myself
of the grand opinions expressed on Poetry by
such great masters as Milton and Ruskin and
have even translated freely into Tamil one or two
passages from their writings.

In my analysis of the poem 1 have adhered
closely to the-original idea conceived and expressed
by the Poet, rather than follow the mangled and
distorted meaning given by the commentary of
Nachinarkkiniar. The old commentator discarding
the simple and natural order with which the
subject®matter of the ode is set up, has torn
the excellently woven fabric of the Poet to pieces
and glues them again together with his own
vapid thought in such a fantastic manner as to
make the poem seem most artificial and its
structure  very ridiculous. And in elucidating
the text, I have, therefore, inserted, wherever
necessary, short critical notes which  would
make the inaptitude of the commentator’s
meanings at once intelligible to the reflective
minds. * Pandit V. Swaminatha Aiyar of the
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Government College at Kumbakonam and Pandit
C. Tiruchitrambalam Pillai of Coimbatore having
been greatly misled by the commentary of Nchinark-
kiniar, have, in their editions, added notes which do
not follow the sense of the poem but mar the flow
and natural setting of its poetic thoughts. But of
the two I wish to recommend to students Mr.
Tiruchitrambalam’s edition since his comments and
critical introduction are valuable for a clear under-
standing of the old commentary though not of the
poem, more than that of Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar. In
the course of my criticism | need hardly say that
I have widely differed from the old commentator
and the two Pandits, but I have fully stated my
reasons and authority for doing so.

I now conclude these few prefatory remarks
with a fervent hope that those Tamil students who
take a deep interest in the study of poem, will
find in this critical commentary a better means of
getting a true and appreciative knowledge of this
only genuine relic of a great and old Tamil poet
" Napputhanar and will further devote a few of their
leisure hours to the study of pure Tamil and extend
their knowledge of Tamil classics a little wider than
it 1s at present.

MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE,

28th september, 1903. | VEDACHALAM
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