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VADAMALATPURAM : A RBESURVEY

Chegpter I

The importance of micro level studies in the context of
efforts to understand the dynamics of rural transformation
hardly needs emphasis. With respect to Tamil Nadu, we have
a comprehensive study of rural transformation using available
published and unpublished information mostly at the macro
level.l/ This provides, together with the theoretical litera-
ture on the problem of characterising the process of agrarian
transformation going on in India, a starting point for further
investigations into questions concerning the dynamics of rural
transformation.g/ Detailed village level studies on the nature
of social relations and productive forces constitute an import-—

ant avenue of such investigation.

The present study is a resurvey of the village of
Vadamalaipuram in the western Part of Ramanathapuram district..
‘This village, which is on the Virudhunagar-Sivakasi road at a
distance of 5 kms. from Sivakasi and 18 kms. f£rom Virudhunagar,
was first surveyed in 1916 as part of a survey of several
villages directed by Prof.Gilbert Slater, then Head of the
Department of Economics, University of Madtas.g/ It was

4/

subsequently surveyed again in 1936.=" It was surveved a

third time in 1938 by the Agro-Economic Research Centre of

5/

the University of Madras.=" The present survey being reported
here took place between February and September of 1983. The
availability of socio economic data obtained through direct
surveys and pertaining to the same village at four different
points in time spread over a pPeriod of sixty seven years
provides onz a unique opportunity to study at a micro level

the process of rural transformation.

It needs to be stressed, however, that the surveys carried
out at different points in time have been rather different

from one another in terms of methodology, coverage, techniques



of investigation, questions raised and so on. There are
therefore problems of comparability. Nonetheless, a broad
picture of the social and economic change that has taken Place
can certainly be obtained. The present report seeks in part
to do this. It also sesks to exanine the economy of the
village as it is at present on its own terms.
Methodoloay

The presasnt survey, as already stated, tock place between
February and September 1983. The field work was carried out
in the months of February, March, April, August and September. .
Mr.R.Vidyasagar and Mr.A.Chellaiah were in the field throughout
and carried out the field work. The present writer visited
the village and spent a faw days in the field twice, and
otherwise guided the investigation through periodic consul-

tations with the field investigators,

The study was conducted in two stages. At the first
stage, a simple houselisting schedule seeking information
on demographic composition of the household, land ovnership,
ownership of livestock and ocwnership of other assets and
durable consumer goods was canvassed, on a census basis, with
every household in the village. The information gathered in
this census stage provided the basis for designing and carrying
out at the second stage intensive ilnguiries on specific aspects-
such as costs of cultivation, tenancy, forms and sconomic
conditions Of agriculturgl lagbour etc., on a sanple basis.
The economic ingquiry at both the stages was supplemented by
the collection of data on sccial aspects, specifically heélth,
education and implementation of government programmes such as
the noon-meal scheme. Uses had also been made of relevant
and available secondary data.



Qverview

Over the long span of sixty seven years, from the time
of the first survey in 1916 to that of the Present one in
1983, thers have been significant social and economic changes
in Vadamalaivuran. The changss rslate, among other things,
to the caste structure, the occupational distribution of the
labour force, the importance of non-agricultural sources of
income, the techniques of production and the composition of
output in the agricultural s=zctor, tenancy, and forms of
agricultural labour. This report outlines and discusses some
of these changes in the following chapters. We begin with an
exanination of demographic changes, Then the occupationagl
structure is reviewed, This is followed by a study of the
social infrastructure and’an examination of the production
techniques and costs of cultivation in agriculture. We then
turn to the distribution of land and other assets. This is
followed by a study of the changing conditions of agricultural

~

labour. We conclude, after a loock at social relations in the
village, with a bricf review and some reflections on the

issues thrown up by the resurvey,

This study has bcen made possible by a grant from the
Indian Council of Social Science Research, which I gratefully
acknowledge. I am deeply indebted to R,Vidyasagar and
AeChellaiah for their excellent work in the field. I am also
much obliged te government officials for the assistance

rendered by them in the conduct of the study.

Helpful comments were made on an =arlier draft of this
raper by S.Guhan, C.T.Kurien and K.Nagaraj of the Madras
Institute of Development Studies. I am extremely grateful
to them for their commentg, but since I have not been able to
take all their suggestions into account, the usual disclaimers

arply with even greater force.
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I am grateful for secratarial ascsistance to J.Robinson
and R.Gnanaprakasam of the Madras Institute of Development
Studies.

Last, and by f£ar the most important is my debt to the
people of Vadamalaipuram who gave freely of their time,
petiently answered our questions and provided excallent
hospitality,

S AN T

1/ C.T.Rurien, (1981), Dyvnomics of Rural Transformation
Allied Publishers, Madras.

g/ Tor a summary of the theoretical literature, see
John Harriss, ‘Contemporary 4ﬂrn13*vAnuLzuls of
the Agrarian Quastlcp in Tan , Working Paper
fo, 14, Madras Institute of Development studies (1980).

3/ The surveys were published in: Gilbert Slater {(ed),
sone S@u@l;@]dlﬁn Villages (Mgdr as, 1918). The

survey of Vaum‘ulalburﬂm was carried out by K,Raoma-
chandran (hereafter Qamgchunorun).

laipuram was cagried out by

r Thirumalai), and his report
‘Thomas and K.C.Ramakrishnan
5p.y }ng§s: A Re=survey {(Madras,

4/ The resurvey of Vadama

S.Thirumelai (ncreafte
was published in: P.J.
(ed), Some South Indi

s Slopioivs

1940) .

54 Vlllﬁ@ 2 Survev Report MNo.48, A.R.R.C., University of
Madras, (1961), (unpublished typescript). See also
M.hgswell, Economics of Development in Village India,

outledge znd Kegan Paul, 1961.




Chapter L1 : fqpu¢atlon Trends

Vadamalaipuram is a Panchayat village. It is part of
the revenue village of Kizhathiruthangal in Sivakasi Pan-
chayat Union.é/ Its population at present is around 1300,

The village is located in Sattur taluk, and;%éégg(gg% on the
monsoon for irrigation. There is practically no river
irrigation and the tanks arec mostly rain~fed. Although there

is a fair amount of Thottam i.e., well-irrigated cultivation
using electric pumpsets to draw water from wells, the near -
total dependence on raing for irrigation renders agricultﬁre

a Precarious business. Haswell noted in 1961 that the intro-
duction of pumpsets would make possible both higher yields of
millet crops and a diversified cropping pattern. It is true
that the village exhibits a diversified cropping pattern with
paddy, cotton, chillies, banana and various millets being the
major crops. However, the more important diversification has
been into non-agricultural activities. Even the 1958 AERC
survey had remarked: 'Almost all the families are 13Jriculturists
and are depending on land either directly or indirectly.e..c.
There is no subsidiary industry in the village.....' Our survey
in 1983 reveals, howesver, that out of a workforce of 722
persons, as many as 222 were employesd in manufacturing.

Social sktructure

- i 823y oom e =t o

The Naldus constitute the dominant caste in the wvillage
both numerically and economically. Next in economic importance
are Konars, also referred to as Edayars or Yadavas in earlier
surveys. The poorest caste Hindu community is the Thevar
community. Thevars supply the bulk of caste Hindu agricultural
labourers. Harijans form a significant proportion of the
population, and are divided into Pallars and Chakkiliars.

The latter are by far the poorest community, being entirely
landless.



There are Gro homlota-7zdamalaipuram and Anna Colony-
which together comprise the village of Vadamalaipuram.
Naickers and Konars live in Vadamalaipuram. So do Chakkiliars
and Pallars but segregated from the caste Hindu streets and
from each other. Thevars reside mostly in Anna Colony, which
is adjacent to Vadamalaipuram hamlet, but closer to the main
road.

Population

The population of the village in February 1983 was 1321,
The trends in population from 1901 to the present are summa-
rised in Table-1l. The inter-censal variations in the population
of the village are compared with those of Ramnad district for
the period 1951 to 1981 in Table-2.

A Preliminary remark may be made before going into the
details of the table. The village population figure for
1961 is rather odd as it shows 650 men as against 450 women.
This must most likely have occurred as a consequence of
including the Wwo hundred or s0 male students, enrolled at
the teachers' training school, but drawn in reality from
various southern districts in the census figures for the
village. When this is adjusted for, the population figure
for 1961 becomes 886 with 450 males and 436 females. This
tallies well with the figure of 808 consisting of 404 males
and 404 females reported in the 1958 survey. The picture
that then emerges is that the population of Vadamalaiputam
declined from 1916 till 1941, rose in the period 1941 to 1951,
declined again in the 'fifties , but has shown a steady rise
since 1961. 1In the absence of data on birth and death rates,
it is difficult to provide a detailed analysis of the trends.
It seems reasonable to suggest, however, that significant
emigration might have taken place both during the period between
the two world wars and during the 'fifties. This hypothesis

is strengthened, as far as the 'fifties are concerned, by the



Table 1: Population of Vadamalaipuram

o g +R s e 5 0 pe

1901 - }2@%, §§lected Years

e ©mea £ G S ey G R e €40 5 Gn Sk

e e ws MR e SR e B3 g v e e e e em we ma mm P s W M wem pr me  ee ma wer e

Of which SCs

YEAR No. of M F Total ™ FTTTCtal
HHs. :
1901 254 592 603 1195 na na na
1911 na na na 780 na na 150
1916 165 371 440 811 70 71 141
1936 166 312 356 668 51 54 105
1941 1452 304 326 630 na na 101
1951 242 541 579 1120 na na na
1958 189 404 404 808 na na 109
1961 201 6507 436 1086 59 62 121
1971 236 579 524 1103 117 107 224
1981 na 656 669 1325 115 96 211
1983 299 644 677 1321 121 100 221
Feb.
a : No of occupied housecs.

This figure appears to be the result of including
the students of the all male teachers' training
school in the village, the strength of which is
reported to have averaged around 200 persons in
the early sixties.

+
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fact noted in the 1958 survey that the net birth rate for
the period 1954-57 was around 2.5 per cent p.a. Tt seems
Plausible to argue that much of this emigration might have
been of educated offspring of Naidu households in the wake
of the expansion in educational and employment opportunities
in the decade immediately following independence. This
appears to be corroborated by the fact that the number of
Naidu households remained practically stagnant between 1936
and 1958,

The important point that emerges from the data is the
high degree of instability in the level of population right
upto the end of the fifties, This contrasts with the rela-
tively stable population trend for Tamil Madu as a whole from
1921 onwards. As can be seen from Table 2, the population
trend for Ramnad district is also fairly stable, with a
significant acceleration since 1951, Sattur talulk shows
somewhat greater instability, especially in the period 1951
to 1981, The heavy population lossszs suffered by the taluk
between 1951 and 1971 might reflect emigration to more rapidly
industrialising and more advanced areas outside the taluk.

The rapid industrial growth in and around both Sivakasi and

Sattur as well as the extension of the green revolution to

the taluk would appear to account for thes population gains

made by the taluk between 1971 and 1931. While one would

certainly expPect a higher degree of demographic instability

at the level of a village than at a district or state level,

3ﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁi§¥ aPPears to be particularly marked in Vadamalaipuram.
/ suggeststhe cholera outbreak of 1925, permanent emigration

Oof some Vellalas and the conplete extinction of some Naidu

and Harijan families as being among the reasons for the

decrease in population from 1916 to 1936. One might add that

. both the Great Depression and world war IT might have led to

emigration in search of employment or for duty in the war, and

thus contributed to the decline in population between 1916

and 1941. The subssquent rise upto 1951 would in turn be
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Table 2: Decgdal Variations in Population, 1901-81

(Per cent)

Year Vadamalaipuram . Sat£ur»Taluk Ramnad Dt.
1901 e — -
1911 ~34,72 15.65 S.17
1921 na -0.63 3.27
1931 na 6.08 702
1941 -6.,41°% 5.25 7.62
1951 77.77 12.93 4,52
1961 -3.03 na 16.33
1971 1.5 ~21.40° 18.11
1981 20. 12 85.66 16.44
a s decadal average over the period 1911 to 1941,

b : decadal avarage over the period 1951 to 1971.

(1]

na not available
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partly explicable in terms of the return of thosz who
emigrated to serve in the war. However, all this is rather

speculative. What ssems to be cleoarly suggested by the

population trends is an underlying instability in the
agrarian economy of the village. TIn the sixties, and
seventies, two distinct factors have operatzd to reduce
the instability of the village sconony. One 1s the graowth
of productive forces in agriculiture specifically brought
about by the use of pumpset irrigation, high vielding seeds
and chemical fertilisers. Tha othertas Leen the growth of
non agricultural activities, aspacially th=2 employment

provided by the mill and the match factories.

3
0
}-.l
o
o
L]
[0}
|

o

icture can be obtained by looking at the
changes in ths caste composition of the village over the
vears. The caste wisa distribution of households and

persons in 1983 is »resentad in Table 3. The changes in
the caste composition of the population over the pariod

1936-~19383 ars shown in Table 4.

The caste structure does not show any significant
chahge between 1936 and 1958, sxcept for the dscline in the
share of Harijans in the vopulation from about 16 Der cent
in 1936 to 13.5 per cent in 1958. DBut the period 1958--83
is one during which two significant changes are seen. One
is the nesarly fourfold increase in the Thevar population
raising its share in the village-population from 9 per cent
in 1958 to 15 wer cent in 1983. “he other is the increase
in the share of Iaiijans {and especially of REALEEE) £rom
13.5 per cent to 16.7 per cent, resulting from their absolute
nunbers more than doubling bewveen 1958 and 1983. The data
clearly suggest considerable in-migration of Thevars and to a
lesser extent Pallars in this period. This is confirmed by
our inquiries on migration as part of the household census,

the results of which arc present~d in Pable 5. While the
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[Pasupgpostincpueioh S pinignery

Caste No, of o _Population _ _  _ _ _
HHs Males Females Total
Waidus 143 278 339 617
(47.83)
Konars 32 74 72 146
(10.70) ‘
Thevars 47 98 : 101 199
(15.72)
Pallars 30 852 69 151
(10.03)
Chakkiliar 15 3@ 31 70
( 5.02)
Pillai 5 13 14 27
( 1.67)
Nadar 2 7 4 11
( 0.67)
Reddiar 3 5 5 10
( 1.00)
Chettiar 4 10 S 19
( 1.34)
Asari 4 10 5 15
(0 1.34)
Dhobi 7 18 16 34
( 2.34)
Barber 5 8 5 13
( 1.67)
Brahmins 2 2 7 9
{ 0.67)
299 644 677 1321

Note: The figures in Parantheses denote percentage
of all houscsholds.
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Table 4: Changes in caste compesition, Vadamalaipuram

1936~ 1983

Caste 1936 1958 1983
Naidu 414 (103) 483 (104) 617 (143)
Xonar 55 (9) 73 {17) 146 (32)
Thevar 32 (8) 49 (11) 199 (47)
Pallar 72 (20) 69 (18) 151 (30)
Chakkili‘ar 33 (1Y) 40 (10) 70 (15%)
Brahmin 92 (2) 13 (4) 9 (2)
Reddiar - 1 (D) 10 (3)
Chettiar - 2 (2) 19 (4)
Pillai - 7 (4) 27 (5)
Nadar - - 11 (2)
Asari 22 (6) 35 (7) 15 {4)
vannar 14 (2) 12 {3) 34 (7)
Pandithar (Barber) 3 (1) 5 (1 13 (%)
Pandaram . 3 (1) 7 (2) -
emm an 10 (2) - -
Sathani 1 (1) - -
Chattadi - 5 (1) -
Salivar - 1 (D -
Padayachi - 1 (1) =
Sathar - 1 (1) -
Christian - 1 {1 -
Total 668 (166) 805 (189) 1321 (299)

e aem e e mm o e om em e @ Y am e e e RS T s e S mes mv mes  mm e® am s R

Notes: 1) The caste composition for 1916 has not been given
here becausge the data reported for the same in the
survay veport for that year are erroneous. See
footnota 1 cfthis chapter.
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2) Figures in parentheses refer to the number
of houceholds.

3) The total for 1958 excludes three permanent
labourers. ‘

Table 5 : Caste and immigration in Vadamalaipuram

(year of in migration)

ITo, ©of Houssholds which migrated
into Vadamalaipuram durings

Caste e T T
Period Period
before after Total

1950 1251-60 196170 1971-80 1980

Maidu 3 2 6 17 11 39
Thevar 2 5 4 19 4 34
Konar - - 2 2 2 6
Dhobi - 1 3 2 - 6
Barber - 1 4 - - 5
Chettiar - - 1 3 - 4
Pillai - - - 4 1 5
Reddiar - - 2 1 - 3
Asari - - - 1 1 2
Brahmin - - 1 1 - 2
Nadar - - - 2 - 2
Pallar - 6 2 6 1 15
Chakkiliar 1 - 2 1 - 4

Total 6 15 27 59 20 127



number of Thevar houscholds rose from 11 in 1958 to 47 in
1983, an increass of 30, eniy seven Thevar houssholds
migrated into the villages brtween 1961 and 1983. Simi-

larly the increase in ths nurbar of Pallar households £from

18 in 1858 to 30 in 1983 is matched by the immigration of
9 Pallar housenolds betyeen 1961 and 1983,

The data on migration also indicate significant in-

)

migration of Waldus betwaen 1961 and 1983 which doss not
square with th2 decline in their share in the population

from nearly 60 per cent in 1958 to 46.7 per cent in 1983,

This suggests that there must have been considersble emigra=-

tion of Naildus from the village. Our enquiries revealed

that this was in fact thes casz. While whole Naidu houscholds

do not seem to have left the village on any significant scale,

what has been happening is that a large proportion of the edu-

cated offsdr

oo}

ing of Waidu families are settling down in urban

as (inclu

=

e ding one family in New York City!) in wvarious
professional and other non-airicultural occupsgktions. Some
idea of this phenomenon can be had from the fact that of

the fifty six non-resident members belonging to Vacdamalaipuram
households in 1985, forty two are Naidus of whom twenty seven
persons have prof ssional qualifications and are in urban
employment,

The exit of many Haldu youngsters from agriculture has
led to increasad employment of hired agriculturyl labour,
a factor which sezms to be partly responsible for the
immigration of both Thevars and Pallats.%/ The other
important ‘pull factor® for gration into Vadamalaipuram
was the starting in 1967 of a textile mill located very
near the village on the trunk road to Virudhunagar. Twelve,
five and six respesctively of the Maidu, Thevar and Pallar

households have migrated into Vadamalaipuram as a result of

the availability of'employment in thz mill.
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Taking Takles 4 and 5 together, certaln interesting
facts come to light. The (numerically) minor castes consist
almost entirely of immigrants. In 1983, of the 32 households
belonging to castes other than Maidu, Xonar, Thevar, Pallar
and Chakkiliar, all kut one have wmigrated into the village
after 1950. Of these, all but two-- one Vannhar and one
Pandithar hous hold-~have migratsd after 1960. In the cass
of the artisanal castes--Asari, Vannar and Pandithar-the
immlgrants mostly practise their traditional work, but there

is gome diversification as well. The head of one Of the

6]

two Asari households is working as a pannaiyal while that of
one of the Pandithar households is working as a casual agri-
cultural labourer. The wonen of sone of the immigrant artisan
housg=holds have found work in match factories. The heads of
all four Chettiar households are working in the mill while

none of the five Pillai household heads do so.

A look at the reasons for migration shows thiat while the

resence of the mill nearby has bezn an important '®ull factor!,

i

two other causes-the 'push' of drought elsswhere and the 'pull!
of relatives at Vadamalailpuram-have also been important. A
caste-wise analysis shows the wmill to be the most important
pull factor for Pallars, while in the case of Thevars and
Naidug all three factors have been significant. The artisans
have migrated wostly from villages closeby. Ths increase in
the number of Vannar and Pandithar households appears to be
associated generally with the growth in population, and more
particularly, with the growth in non-agricultural--especially
salaried-smployment. By contrast, the Asari population in 1983
has declined to less than half of the 1958 figure, partly as a

consequance of the changses in agrarian technology.

A couple of remarks can be made about the time profile
of immigration. First, 79 of the 127 immigrant households
have migrated into village after 1970. Of these, work in the

mill has been the reason in twenty five or nearly one third
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of the casss. Sescondly, it might appear somewhat surprising
that despite signifiéant inmmiigration in the 'seventies, the
sex ratio has gone up between 1971 and 1983, But a sex-wise
bréakduvn of pPersons belonging to the households which in-
migréted from 1971 onwvards shows that these consisted of 148
males and 158 females. So what has been taking place is
imwigration of whole housgholds and not of male sarners.
While immigration has thus not contributed to any relative
increass in the male population, other tendencies already

at work such as emigration of educated upper caste male

youth have contributed to an increase in sex ratio.

Sex Ratios

The sex ratios for the village calculataed as females
o 1901 to 1983 are pre-

Per 1000 males for various vycars fr
sented in Table 6. Figures are given for Harijans separately.

Table 6 3 Sex ralbios for Vadamalaipuram - Females per
2008 malzp 1301-1983

Year _ _ _Sex Ratio_ _ Tmrigrant  Nonimmigrant
Overall Harijans 000 His

1901 1017 na - -

19186 1189 1014 - -

1936 1141 1059 - -

1951 1073 na - -

1958 1000 na - -

1961 671> 1051 . -

1971 205 915 - -

1981 1020 835 - -

1983 1051 826 1007 1082

*1f we assume 200 of the 650 males enumerated to be
students of the teachers' Training school not belong-
ing to any of the households of the village, the
ratio bescomes 436
ratd =c TEG = 969. To the extent that some of
these gtudents might have been Harijans, the sax ratio
for Hariljans would have to be revised upward.
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The overall figures do not show any clear trend. an
agewise analysis of the sex composition figures for 1916
and 1936 shows the excess of females over males to be
largest in the age group 25-50. This may reflect the
impact of world War I for 1916, =emicration of males in
search of a livelihood in the depression vear 1936, and the
somewhat greater longevity of women. However, available

evidence does not permit a desper probe.

The sex ratio sesms te have gradually déclinzd bebween
1936 and 1958,

conditions of 1life after World War II and some economic

perhaps roflecting the restoration of normnal
consolidation in the immediate post independence period
1950-~58., The figure of 671 for 1961 is cbviously absurd,
esulting from the inclusicn OFf about 200 male teacher
traineess studying in the teacher training institute locatzd
in the village. "The adjusted figure of 969 and the figure

of 905 for 1971 show that the declining trend continued upto
1971, Apart from the influence of other demographic forces
at work, this might in part have besen the result of migration
into the village of 27 houscholds betweesn 1961 and 1970, many
of whose female members might have joined their menfolk only
lLater. Once again, however, in the absence of more datailced

. o ; . A 3
information, this can only bs a conjacture.--

The increase in the overall sex ratio between 1971 and
1983 appears to arise mostly from a significant exodus of
younger males of Waidu housczholds to urban areas. This is
evident if onz looks at thc castewiss sex ratios for 1983
presented in Table 7. The s2x ratio for Naidus is as high
as 1219. Further, among the Waidu households, in the age
group 10-29, there are 89 males and 145 females. The largest
difference occurs in the age group 20-29, with 37 males and
71 females, In the age group 30=59, thers are exactly 96
males and 96 females., In the age group 60 vzars and above,



[t
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females once again out number males by 40 to 31, Thus,
emigration of Maidu male youth in search of education and
jobs, and the relatively groater longevity of females

account for the vary high sex ratio for Waildus.

(13

Table 7: Castewise sox ratios Females per 1000 males

e e —— oo woP B, e S5 -

Yadatalggggggg 1983

- mTeos e e . T D

Caste Mo. of Sex Ratio
HHs
Naidus 143 12192
Konars 32 973
Thevars 47 1031
Pallars 30 841
chaki<iliars 15 . 785
Others¥* 32 890
Overall 299 1051

o
EG

Consists of 7 Vannar, 5 Pillai,

5 Pandithar, 4 Chettiar, 4 Asari,
3 Reddiar, 2 MNadar and 2 Drahmin
houcscholds.

It is striking that the sex ratio for Harijans has
showvn a Pattern directly opposite to that for the overall
population. It has declincd between 1936 and 1983, However,
since wa do not have figures for 1951 and 1958, let us look
at the periocd 1961-1983., The sexx ratio for Harijans has
declined steadlly over thig period. The gosence of male
emigration together with some male immigration related to
the starting of a textile mill near the village in 1967 isg

one factor behind this trend. The ten Harijan households
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Table 8: Caste and household size ¢ Vadamalaipuram 12§g,

=

T T = e s B B W Sy =05 w2

1958 anc 1983

e o e

- em e @) we ER e et ae em T e e &m s ma kv me e e €F TR am ww e

Household Size

Caste o n we wm v e wm ma e ma e ae we sm e
1936 1958 1983

Naildu 2,02 4,64 4,31

Konars ‘ 6.11 4,29 4.56

Thevar 4,0 4,45 4,23

Pallar 3.6 3.83 5.03'

chakkiliar 3.0 4,00 AgG7

Others® 4,13 3.24 4,31

average 4,02 4,28 442

* This group consisted in 1936 of 6 Asari, 2 Vannar,
2 Seonman, 2 Srahmin, and 1 each of Pandithar,
Pandaran and Sathani houssholds.

In 1958, this group included 29 housaholds broken
dovn castzwise as follows: Asari 7, Chetiy 4,
Pandarawm 2, Chattadi 1, Brahmin 4, vellala 4,
Salivar 1, Padayachi 1, Reddiar 1, S3athar 1,

Vannan 3, Pandithar 1, Christian 1. TIn 1983, thisg
group conzisted of 7 Vannar, 5 Pillail, 5 Pandithar,

4 Asari, 3 Reddiar, 2 dNadar and 2 Brahmin hous=zholds

as already shown in Tabkble 7,
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which migrated into Vadamalalpuram after 1967 consist of

24 males and 16 femeales. Ar analysis of the agewise dis-
tribution of ilarijan males and fzmales for 1983 suggests
another. In the age group 0-4 theare are 21 malas to 9
females., Similarly in the age droup 40 y=ars and above,
there are 25 males to 17 females. In the age group 5-39,
there are 75 males t2 74 fomales. These figures clearly
suggest that thz child mortality rate is significantly
higher for femaloco than for males, and that women also have
a lower chance of survival beyond the age of 40 than wmen.
These factors might go to explain the lover sex ratio among

4
the Harijans.é/

Age Distribution

- ®Tma = crmn

The age distribution of the population castewise is

shown in Tabls 9.

If we taks the population in the age group 15-59 as

0

the =sconomicglly active segment of the population, we £ind
that this forms 56.09 per cent of the whole population,
varying between 60, 13 par cent £or the category 'other
castes' and 5C.34 p=r cent for Pallars. The high figure
for *other castes' reflects the fact that these are mostly
recently arrived immigrant houssholds, with twenty seven of
the 32 households having migratod since 1960, two betwoen
1951 and 1960, and only threc being ‘'native' houssholds.

AS a result the proportion of persons 60 vears and above is
as low as 3.74 per cent for this category. The proportion
of population in thz age group 15-52 is of courss not g v
accurate measure of the economically active ssgment of the
population, e¢specially when the male~female ratio deviates
sharply across castes in this ajge group. In the case of
Naidus, women outnumbzr men 101 to 62 in thes age group

15=29 while the two sexss are almost equally matched in the



Table 9: Caste and age distribution, Vadamalaipuram 1983

crm o3 blrm At g g o g e

Age Sharz of Population (%)
GEOUD s = e o oea o e e o e e e e s w e e e e e e e we me e e e e e
vears Maidus Konars Thevars Pallars Chaklki- Others Total
liars
Owd 7.94 13.01 11.56 12.58 15.70 12.32 10.45
5«9 11.51 14,38 11.06 17.88 11.43 11.59 12.49
10~14 11.51 15.75 14,07 13.25 12.86 12.32 12.72
1519 8.91 6.85 9.05 8.61 8,57 11,59 8.93
2029 17.50 17.81 16.08 16.56 12.8%6 23.091 17 .64
30-39 11.51 15.75 12.06 15.23 12.86 10.87 12.49
40-49 11.18 &.90 11.56 5.30 10.0 10.14 10. 14
5059 8.43 3.42 8.04 4,64 8.57 3.62 €.89
60--69 6.65 3.42 4,02 2.65 2.86 2.90 4,84
70 and
above 4,86 0.71 2,50 3.30 4.29 0.34 3.41

Te mm e wa o G pa e e B ez e MY € ma e SP ea e pe 54 53 ws w €2 en e o woe ea

Total 100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00

=2 em em me s mE G2 et wmm s e s et S ca ast RS mm wa R 63 g e me e e 6T e e St e e
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the age group 30-59.

Among Konars, men outnumber woman
42 to 35-in the age group 1559, But the two sexes are
evenly matched in the casa of Thevars, Pallars and
Chakkiliars. It is interesting to note (ssze Chapter III,
Table 16 ) that the female workforce Darticipation rate

is significantly higher for

ar Thavars and

to MMaldus and Xonars,.
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There has becn soma confusion about the population
figures for 1916 in one of the sarlier reports.
Tirumalai had reported a figure of 701 for 1916 on
the bacis of a castewise count shavn in the 1916
survey. Thig cocunt, however, was a defective onsa.
The data giwv: in the 1916 survey report o age
conposition of the cashte villags and on ths pumbers
of Harijan men, wom.n and chiléren /Slater (1918),
PP 30-317 give a figure of 811, tho  figure also
reported ecarlier in the same report

Ramachandran reoorted in 1916 that zven thz richest
Naidu landownzy participatzd physic-lly in cultiva-
tion. By contrast, a wajor chunk of Walidu landowners -
anong the yvough almost all-~did not participate phy--
sically in cultivation in 1983. This declinz in
rhysical participation on the part of aidu youth
appears to ba another factor lsading to increassd

emmpPployment of hired labourers in agriculture,

An analysis of the six composition in 1983 of house--
holds which nmigrated intce thoe village beiween 1961
and 1970 shows them to consist of 63 malss and 56
fomales,. Howaver, we have no information on the
sex conposition of thesc houszsholds inl3971.

It mugst Oof courss be borng in mind that data on age
of respondents are not always entirely roliable,
Howavzr, enough care has boen taken in the collec

£ data on age that one feels reasonably confidant
of using thom for proposing ltentative hypotheses of
the sort proposaed in the taxt,
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Ther> hava been significant changes in the industrial

C

composition of the worl: force in Vadamalaipuram over the
last several decades. hile the 1916 and 1936 surveys do
not contain muach information on classification of tha work
force by incustry, both thesa surveys and the more detailad
1958 survey make 1t clear that agriculture-scicher ovn culti-
vation or agricultural laoour for others « was almost the
sole occupation except for come traditional arts and crafts.

The picture in 1983 is vaery different as we shall ses below.

Worker participation ratios ars not available for 1916
and 1936, Uor are they available for census years before
1961. The availablc cvidencs relatsz to 1958, the three
censuses 1961, 1971 and 1961 and 1983. ‘he data for theose

vyears 18 pressnted in Tabls 10. De
1/

Eed
L

initional differences
make comparison rather difficult. " The glaring differences
between the figure f£or 1958 and thoss for 1961 seem puzzling
and ars perhaps largely the result of definitional differences
nd different survey mzthodslogies, The participation rate
for femalas rsported in the 1958 seams a bit low. It would
1971 and 1981 census figures are underestimates,
espscially for women, However since the figures for 1981

rzfer only to "maln worlkersY, the Aiff nces betwzen 1981

a1
(\)

e
and 1983 figures ar= rather s:iaggerated.

%

Keeping in wind the problems involved in comparing the
data for various years, onz can still get an idea of the
broad changes in occupational structure betgeen 1961 and 1933

The data are presented in Table 11. The wost striking changs

beoreen 1961 and 1983 is the phenomenal increase in the share
of the worlk force employeﬂ,in manufacturing, processing
servicing and repairs from 1.6 per cent in 1961 to 20,75 per

cent in 1983. In absolute terms while only 7 persons were
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Table 10: Workforge participation rates Vadamalaipuram

1958..1983

- L ALE s et U

oy

e S e €7 2 v € A e 0 T T

Population Workers Ratio of Workers to

Year e e e population per cent
M ) P ik M ¥ T M _ Fn _ A .
1958 404 404 308 216 97 313 53.5 24,0 38.7
1961 650 436 1086 238 199 437 36,6 45,6 40,2
1971 579 524 1103 272 163 435 47,0 31.1 39.4
1981 6506 669 1325 352 205 557 53.7 30.6 42,0
1983 644 677 1321 358 334 722 60.25 49.34 54,70

1 - Male

F - Female
T-.

e
W

Total

schocl are excluded,
becomes 52.8392 per cent.

I£f 200 male students of the local teachers'

training

the wale participation ratio
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reported as working in this sector in 1961, as many as 222
Persons were engaged. in thisc sector in 1983, Egually signi-
ficant, this figure of 222 ic divided exa actly =qually Dbetween
males and females, With the sh harp increase in the share of
this sector, the shares of the workforce reported as 'culti-
vators' and as ‘agricultural labourers' have declined
sharply. The absolute number of cultivators has itself
declined from 162 to 149 while that of agricultural labourers

has shown only a2 marginal inecreases from 173 te 177.

Glven the inherent Qifficulties in comparing census
data both across censusss and more egpecially with our
survey data, ve shall not pursue this any further. Instszad,
we shall look at the picturz for 19383 more closely, and
confine comdzrison largely to the 1958 figures.
Occupational Structure 1983

The detailed cas wise occupational structure, separately
for males and Lsmales, is prasented in Table 12, which also

shosg the consolidated totals in the last three columns.

The 1958 gurvev report does not follow the cengus

]

occupational classificati i3, hawever, possible to

{

i i
make a comparison of 1983 with 1958 using a common, abridg

bt

O

L

O

classification schems., This is done in Table 13.

The changes between 1958 and 1983 are indeed remarkable.
The absence of significant non-agricultural enployment oppor-
tunities in 1958 meant that agriculture accounted for the
overwhelming proportion of useful emplo ment, being as high
as 91.86 per cent Zor the female work force. Manufacturing
employment was practically non-existent. ot surprisingly
worker particivation ratios were low, and especially so for
females. There was als0 a close correspondence betwvesn caste
and occupation, with caste Hindus being mostly cultivators
and Hari jans being agricultural labourers, although even in
1958 there were some agricultural labourers among caste Hindus,
and Thevars wera comhletc ely landless with over 80 per cent of

them being agricultural labcurers
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Table 13: Share of workforce in different occupations -

——prn gy oa AP P asi ey i~ <3 e i e g

Vagnn l“lQuEdF 1953 and 1983

o

Occupation Shiare ©f (males) Share of (females)
Workforce % Workforece %
1958 1983 1558 1983
Cultivator 40,74 18.30 18.56 23.35
Agricultural
laboure = 30.56 25,77 73,20 31,14
. /
Arte and crafis?  3.24 2.62 0.0 2.60
.3/
Manufacturing,=
processing,
servicing and
repalrs 3.70 28.61 1.03 33.23
/1 /s
Other servicess 1.76 24,69 Ta22 9.59

1/ Includes livestocl: tending.

2/ For 1958 chis category includes leather, basket

" making, carpentry, blacdlsmithy and goldsmithy.
In 1983, there wersz only 3 Occubati0n8~laundry
worlk, car? v and tailoring-which could be
included in this category. mh.s—:y have been
included.

3/ Includes housshold industry which is of negligible

inportance in 1983, The 1958 report spsaks only

of ‘non-ragricultural labour' 21l of which, on

gsnevoug presunption, nazve been included under this
this category in the table,

4. Of these, twenty one persons including one womar,
constituting 6.7 iof the workforce were teachers
in 1958. In 1983, thirty persons (ten of whom were
women) constituting 4.15 per cent of the workiforce
were teachears.



The pictures is dramatically different in 1983. For
facilitating comparison, we have constructed Table 14 which
shows the castewilsse occupational structure of heads of
households for 1958 and for 1983, Furthar we have used tha

information in Table 17

to
G

devzlop tabklesg 15 and 16. ‘Table

4

15 shovs for zach casts, separately for males and females,
tiie percentage of thoe share of vorkforce in sach group of
occupaticons in 1983, Table 16 pr he workforce
Participation rates disaggregated by socx and caste for 1983,
Several changes are to e noted from Taples 10 ko 16. First
of all, there ig th= wuch croater rate of famale workforca
Participation., WNearlyv half the female population has entered
the workforce in 1983. Secondly the occupational struciure

shovs greater diversity than in 1952 in the case of a1l

0

i
astes. In the case of Naidus and Konars this has meant a

cdecline in the share of cultivation and of agricultural

~

labour, and a very significant increase in the share of the

b,

workforce employed in manufacturing. In the case of Naidus
the decline in the share of cultivation as an occupation is
very steep, anc the diversification has been not only into
manufacturing but also into ‘other services', especially into
professional ones roquiring =aducational training. As many as
28 of tho 30 cteachers in the villege are Naidus. Thevars,
who were predominantly agricultural labourers in 1953, are
noy employed in manufacturing and in services to a much
greater extent than before. They have also managad to gain
some, though still marginal, access to land. Pallars have
also diversified from Deing almost entirely agricultural
labourers but only into manufacturing and, to a lasser extent
into cultivation. among the major castes, Chakkiliars show
the least change in occupational structure, with dependenc:
on agricultural laghour for a livelihcod having in fact
increased as a result of the destruction of their traditiocnal
occupation consaquent upon the arrival of slectric pumpsets and
tractors, and urbanisation leading to the use of city made
footwear. Employment opportunitiss in manufacturing have

enabled some but not much diversification.



Notes: 1)

W

—

Table 14: Castewise occupstional structure of heads of
household Vadenalaipuram 1958 and 1983
¢, share of Heads of Households of the
given caste pursuing
Casta SN e omt aw mm my e em md e w8 e, W e me wm G e e e
Culti- Agricul- Manufac- Arts Other
vation tural turing & Services
labourers etc. Crafts

‘Haidus

1958 67,30 17.31 0,96 O. 14,43

1983 34.81 11.85 17 .77 .0 35.57
Konars

1958 47.06 28,41 5.89 0.0 17 .64

1983 33.33 27.27 24,24 .0 15.16
;f_m,vai:

1958 0.0 81.81 11.11 0.0 7.08

1983 « 572 52.17 17,39 0.0 23.92
Pallar

1958 11,11 38.89 .0 e 0.0

1983 20,0 40.0 40,0 .0 0.0
Chaklkiliar

1958 0.0 OO 0.0 30.0 0.0

1983 0.0 86.67 13.33 0.0 0.0
All MHHs

1958 4233 31.75 2.12 3,17 20.63

1933 23.18 284,37 21.45 2.08 24.92

Of
themselvaes as

299 heads of households in 1983,
idle. Of the

ten reported
289 usefully occupied

household heads, there were 135 Naldus, 33 Konars,
46 Thevars, 30 Pallars, and 15 Chakkiliars.

In 1958 there were 189 hceads of houschelds.
were, among these, 104 Ilfaidus, 17 Konars,
11 Thevars and 10 Chakkiliars.

There
18 Pallars,



Table 15: Castevise occupational
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t iﬁ interesting to note that women too have entered
emrloya nt in the manufactu:ing gector on as large a scals
as men. In fact, a third of ths female workforeo is in
manufacturing as compared to 28,61% of the male vorkforcs.
It is also to be noted that the entry dinto manufacturing
i janorgl Phenomenon involving men and vomen of all

2/ :
castes,

Tha rise of manufacturing

R e wee o em e SR E

The sutvey report for 1216 had pointed out there were
no subsidiary industries in the village beyond the necessary
ePalrs. The situation remained

7, with preparing and szlling of
a

c
e
report. or were things very different in 1958. The survey
o .

rt mentionsg the traditional crafts of leather work,

blacksmithy, goldsmithy and carpentry and trade, trznsport,
catering and szrvices (mainly teaching) as being more or le
the only non agricultural occupations. The raport obssrved:
"Sivakasi, a well-knam centrz of matchrorks, is only five
miles away from the village, but its influznce is not felt

on the village Only four of the non-agricultural workers

Lo

o

are employed in these match factories." The survey also
rted that, in resoonse Lo quastions, 65 persons had

s tch factorizs and firM™orks and 41
had prophetically suggestad setting up of spinning mills to
provide non-agricultural smployment! WNow in 1983, the nearby
Swanil ji Mill employs 70 male workers from Vadamalaipuram.
There are 4 match factoriss which employ 124 persons, of whom

101 are females.

The Mill was started in 1967, The various match face

oriss seem to have been started mostly in the seventics
It abpears that more wmatch factorics and other industrial

oot

establishments may cmerge in the near future, as many oif the

ary industry mentionsd in Thiirumalai
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owners of match and firavorks factories in Sivakasi are
e

n road at high

0
F
o
=
o
2
i_l-

buying land lying by the side

D rices.

5

The increased factory employment, eépecially in the
Sweamiji Mill, has led to some social changes as well, such
as in the attitude to castz, which we shall take up later
on. To complate this brief discussion on the important
Phenomenon of a significant growth in cmployment in manufac-—
turing the following observations may bz made. While men
alona have found employment in the will, women predominate
anong match factory workers. Eguallv striking, while child
labour is practically absent in the mill (there being only
one worker below 15 vears of age among 70 villagers employved
in the wmill), child lebour (51 girls, 13 boys) accounts for
a little over hsglf of the match factory workers of the
village. Ths castewise breakdosn showvn in Table 17 is also
interesting. MNaildus and Pallars contribute 25 and 17 respeace
tively of the 70 mill workers, while Maidus and Thevars among
the major castss account for the bulk of the portion of ths

village workforce employad in match factories.

[N
6]

The character of famale participation in manufacture
obviously cuitc diiferent Trom those of males. O£ the 79
ult males, 69 are in The modern wmill and only 10 are in tﬁe
backward, labour intensive wmatch “manufactories", wherse
conditions are highly exploitative and pay is very lav. By
contrast, all the f£ifity adult women are employved in the match
ector with long worling hours and low wages.
Otheyr Mon--Agriculiural Euployment

g2 Ao e pospheuep— prampens

Thesa incluce construction, trade and commerce, trans-

port, storage and communications and other services. 106

K

men and 41 women are employed in these occupations of whom

30 (20 men and 10 women all but two of whom are Naidus) are



Table 17: Workers in mill and in match factories

e S KB e P R o P Wem S pie S €D G e e e o N 33 KR r_x mn n

et

fatch factories

Castae s e 3 wem ER em e e A e en e e e s e e
Male Female Male
e xm wm e LA e o mR Mm oI wm eE e L% e kY 6% e em R w® oA om mm WA

Naidu 5{2) 39(14) 25

{onar 1 5(4)

[09]

Thevar 8(7) 20{15) S
Pallar (1) 7(3) 17(1)

Chakkiliar

=
—~
—
~
o
—
DN
—r
L)

Othsrs 7(2) 27 (11)

-~
[y

Total 23(13) 101(51) 70(1)

Hote: Figures

Sk represent child
WOl

total indicated,

tzmachers. Apart Tfron teachsrs, thers are about 45 other
salaried employess mostly employed in government institutions
such as wank, post and talegraphs, nutrition mzal centres,
alth centre ztc., ‘raditional arts and crafts have conti.
nuad to decline in importance.

13 AgrﬂculLULc¢ Workforce

O

Let us now lool: atb the workforece in agriculture. These
gist of cultivators (71 males, 7 f=malcs) and agricul-
tural labourers (100 malss, 104 females). In 1916 there
werse 53 permanent lsboursers - all males -~ and about 100
temporary labourers (45 malesg, 50 to 60 fomalzs). Horsever,
except for the Dermanent labourers and some artisans, evervy

one is reported to have had and worked some land. 5o the
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share of cultivators in the agricultural workforce must
have Lecn quite high. Thirumalai reports that in 1937
there vere 148 cultivating landowners, 22 non-cultivating
landoyners, 14 purs tenancs and 85 agriculcural woikers
wwho nelther oyned nor rentad land. The figures for 1916
and 1936 are not strictly comparable with those for 1958
and 1983 since the figurecs for cultivators in the two
earlier surveys rofer to the number of pattadars including
non-resident pattadars. liowever the figures for 1916 and
1936 are useful in indicating trends. The trend clearly
seems to have been towards an increase in the number of

a
landless agricultural labourecrs.

In 1958 thers were 106 cultivators (82 male
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and 137 agricultural labourers (66 males, 71 females). In
4 &s)

1983 we have 149 coultivators (71 males, 78 fewmales) and 177
agricultural labourers (78 males, 99 females). The shares

of both agricultural labourzrs and cultivators i

workforce have, as alrecady noted, declined sharply bebtween
1958 and 1983. It would sgem, hovever, that the division
within the agricultural workforce as batween agricultural
labourars and cultivators has changed only marginally. But
this conceals the fact that the numbsr of women rePorting
themselves as cultivators has increased dramatically from 18
in 1958 Lo 78 in 1983. llost of the increass is accountad
for by Waidu woncn, sixty of whom report themselves as culii-
vators in 1933. This is again a reflection of both the
enigration of aducated male youth of the Naidu community to
urban areas and of the diversification of these remaining
into other occupations, especially manufacturing, and

professions sucll as teaching.

AS in 1958, iHaidus account f{for the bulk of the cultivators
with 113 out of 1492 cultivators in 1983 being lMaidus. Thevars

contribute the largest share +to agricultural labour with 55,
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out of 177 agricultural labourers being Thevars. Harijans

2s a whole contribute 60, but this is divided into 33
Pallars and 27 Chakkiliars, Thus while occupational patterns
ars no longer stirictly caste determined, it still remains
true that Naidvs (and to a lasser axtant Konars) ars the
dominent landholding community while Thevars and Hari jans

the bulk of the agricultural labourers. It also remains
true that Harijans are still by and larges only marginally
Presant in services and salariad employwent (despite

ressyvation), wiih somso

volvement in local factory
enployment,
Non-Workers and child workers

According to ths dressnt survev thers are 599 non-
werkers in g total population Of 1321 constituting 45.3
pPer cent. Of thess studzanis account for 252 persons {19.8%)

and other defendents for the rest. Castewise, Maidus account

for 295 of tha 599 non-workers (49,25%) while contributing
322 out of 722 workers (44.6%).

Table 18 gives the number of workaers per housshold and
the depandency ratios (definesd hers as the ratio of non-
workers to workears) stewisz. Thevars have both the highest
numbar of workers per household and the lowest dependenc v
ratio. Konars reprasent the other eitreme in respact of

both varianlzeg, Amnong the MNaidus, most of the non-student

.—-

Qx

dependents are fomale (1 femalses to 25 males).

atio for Thevars results at least

L1l
partly from the significant incidence of child labour. The
incidence of child labour (workers below the age of 15) is
shown castezwise in Tabls 19. among male child workers,
Thevars and Pallars account for the lion's share. Match

factory work and cattle tending are the wmain occupatieons for
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The lower female workforce Darticipation rate
for Pallars as comparcd to Thevars and Chaklki-
liars scen in Table 16 is striking. A close
lock gt the data for tha Pallar houssholds
shows non- - .cips of females in the
vorkforce characteristic of households
where the head is a mill worker, This is an
intezresting phenomenon for gociological inves-
tigation.
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CHAPTER IV : TUE SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

PRESRaR PP e S —h e e ot e 8t D At

In this chaptzr we shall briefly review the presen
ion of various social

ulation with regard to

hazalth, cducation and housing. Where ig available,

t
comparisons will be mads with the state of affairs in the

arlier survay vVears.

Educgtion

One may begin with literacy. Table 20 presents data
on litzracv rates for various years Detween 1916 and 1963
ately. Figures for the scheduled
cacktes are alsco shown scparately whenever they are avallable.
of literacy have differed from suzvcy;gé
also belween surveys and censuses, the trend towards increased
istakabl=z., Thig trend holds for men as well
as for wonzii, for the Harijans as well as for the population

a5 a whola. Tho irate of prograss, howevery, has not bzen

Delween

uniform over timz. The decline in literacy ra

o
D
0]
LAl e

1937 and 1951 is wmuch too stes? to be accounted for by
initional differznces al

£ )
a near-doubling of the pPopulstion of the village betweer
4

1241 and 1951 (vid: Tabls 1) a2nd a dseline in the sex ratio,
one is tempted to suggest selcctive immigration of illiterate

r
males as a possible reason for thes decline in literacy° It

is ecqually pPlausible that immigration of illiterate houscholds
(and not merely males) together with selective out-migration
of literate males could have brought about this decline. The
period 1951 to 1961 shows the most rapid rate of increase in
literacy. Hayever, with respect to the figures for 1961, it
must be pointed out that a jump in male 1il =

teracy rate from
48.5 per cent in 1958 to 68,3 per cant in 1961 was in all
r

likelihood a conszcucnce of the fact (refe

SUurvaey
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Table 20: Literacy rates in Vadamalaipuran 1916, 1937, 1951

= e, A cmeiaem s e e s o €0 e

1961, 1971, 1981 and 1983

€8 o o 28 8 ot -

Percentage of Literates
Year i ka ee e e e e e o e me m wm e e em em e me e mm e e
Malas Females Overall

General SC8 General SCS General SCS
1916 12.7 Ta 1.8 0 6.3 BeB
1937 46 .8 na 15, 2 na 29.9 na
1951 25.9 na 79 na 16.6 na
1958 45,5 na 2043 na 34,4 na
1961 63.3 na 22,9 na 50.1 na
1971 71.3 na 43,7 na 58.2 na
1981 591 na 39,0 na 49,0 na
1983 69,7 42,1 56.1 31.0 6Z.8 3741

that the nearly 200 wmale students of the teachers' training

4

school located in the village had been included in the popuw‘
lation count. This scoms obvious especiélly sinca tha 1958
and 1961 figures for thes fenale literacy rate are quite

cloge to each othor. DBut this is not to deny the unmista-
rates between 1951 and 1961.

Litaracy rates continue to risz between 1961 and 1971, with

8
kably significant rise in literacy

femagle litcracy nearly doubling. But a wmost puzzling decrease
in literacy occurs betweern 1971 and 1981, a decreasc which is
ezspecially sharp for males. A plausible partial explanation
would be that the significant in-migration that took Place
between 1971 and 1980 brought in a substantial number of
illiterate adult males intoc the village. This cannot havever
be a complets explanation sinces the comparable literacy

figures for 1983 at 69.7 Per cent for males and 56.1 Per cent
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for females, arz2 a good deal higher than the figures for
1981. A part of this discrepancy is perhaps explicable

in terms of definitional diflferences. We assumed all those
who had some schocling to be literate. Our definition
would overestimate literacy to the oxtent that it fails to

:

capture the relapssz inte illiteracv. There is also another
factor at work. The ceénsus yvear of 1981 being a drought
vear, and this village being razlgtively wors advantageously
pPlaced with respect to both agricultural and non—agricultural
employment than surrounding villages, there might have been
soma i1lliterate foot looss Population componznt in the
village in 1981, The fact that the 1983 population figure is
almost the sanz as that for 1981 would appear to lend some
indirect support to this argument. In summary, one can

say that literacy rates f£or wmalas graw most rapidly betwean
1951 and 1961, but hagve tended to incrsasc rather slowly

since then, while literacy rates

risen
consistently and rapidly throughout the period 1951 to 1983.
Tt is also clear that this village 1s consider aDly above

i, 1/
average as far as literacy rates ars concernad.s

Caste and liuCLaCZ

— e e et e e e

Increase in literacy rates have, hovever, been highly

i
unevan across castes. Castowiss literacy rates are not
o 58, but they are available for al
castes except Pallars for 1937. Th2 changes in 1
a a Sobwecn 19237 and 1983 are brought out in
Table 21, EBven allowing for problems of comparakility, the
results are striking. Fomale literacy shows significant
for all castces, though in absolute terms it is low
for Harijans and Thevars evzn in 1983. The increases recorded
by ¥Maidu and Konar castes are phenomenal. With regard to male
literacy, hovever, thes record is less impresgsive. While male
literacy among Konais has increascd substantially, it has

remained Practically stagnant among Thoevars. A conparison of
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literacy rates-both wmals and femgle-between Thevars, Pallars
and Chakkiliars shows that literacy is closely correlated
i

ith cconomic status.

Table 21: Castewisc changes in litcracy,Vadamalaipuran

1937 Lo 1983

e S e

ere  mm  En wa  wa N D ua e R eR w0 Ke s ea mm 0T cm ®R wmm ca ®a we wa  er W e

Literacy Rate in per cent

—_— e e e e = e e e e e = - e
= 1937 1993
¥Malea Temalao Malz Temalce
Konars 25,0 3.7 T4.3 65.3

Chakkiliarg 12.5 11.8 41,0 22.6

Ovorall 46,8 15.2 69,7 56.1

We may conclude our brief discussion of literacy by

exanining the future prospects as rezgards literacy among

various castes. Takle 22 prosents data on number of
children in the school-going age and children actually

attending school £0Or various castes in Vadamalaipuram during
1983. The figurcs once again confirm the enormous distance
bebwzaon Maidus and Kongrs on the one hand, and Thevars,
Pallare anCG Chgkkiliars on the other. An examination of the
incidencs of illiteracy among Thevars and Marijans would very
likely show that it is mostly agricultural labour houscholds
whogss mambers arce illiterate. The data on school going

[}

children togethor with the data on child workers shovs cuite
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Dbl= 22 ¢ 3chool going childrun in &

s wa Cotgee or B e SR caem e

age group of 5=16

Vadamalaipuram, 1963

Total child= Children Children No, of
ron din the attend- not attend- working
Caste age group ing school ing school children in
516 in the age the same
group 5. 16 age group
I r 11 ' i1 B M r

Waildu . 78 81 67 62 11 19 5 15
(65,9) (76.5)

Konar 21 27 18 21 3 6
(85,7) (77.8)

[N
o

Thevar 29 26 13 11 16 15 13 15
(44.8) (42.3)

Pallar 28 25 15 11 13 14 12 7
(53.6) (44.0)

Chakkiliar 11 7 7 4
(63.6) {57.1)

=
w
}—\
€3]

Qthers* 18 21 11 9 7 12 4 g
(61.1) (42.9)

Total 185 187 131 118 54 69 37 55
(70.8) (63.1)

clearly that tho availability of employment in the four

match factorics is tht main reason for children-especially

fomale children-not going to school. Considering the miserable
wages that the children get in match factories, the signifi-

cant incidencs of child labour is a testimony to the desperats
r

e
cconomic situation of the Thavar and Pallar houscholds.

S

nclude Pillai, Chettiar, Reddiar, Asari, Vannar,

Pandithar, Wadar and Brahmin.

hotz: Figures in Parentheses are percentages to
the total in the ags group.
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While, in terms of literacy, the Konars have nearly
cavtght up with the Naidus, leaving the others far behind,
tha

taldus are still far ahead in terms of educational

attainments. Detailed information for 1983 on +the educa-

tional levels of persons above the age of 16 years brokea:
dogsn by caste is Pressnted in Table 23. A fifth of Naidus
and a third of Konars havs had no schooling at all, but the

corresponding figures for Thevars and Pallars is closs to

O

two thirds, and for Chalkiliars, it is as much as threoe

fourths. At the other end, of thce 29 persans with graduate

Oor post graduate dogreoss, dus, 5 arz Konars, and

N
[N
[}
i
(9]
s
o)
[N

only one is a Thovar. Even these figures somarhat understate
the digtance betwern llaidus and othars, since many cducated

1

non-resident members of Haidu houssholds are either in jobs

0

el
or pursuing highor education in urban arcas. OFf 55 non-

resident members of Vadamalaipuram houscholds, 31 had completad
;
P.U.C. or higher zecondary school or ITIT training. 27 of

these wers Taidus. OFf thz 25 who held at least a bachelor's

It
0
ot

degree Or we udying oy it, 24 were Naidus (11 post
graduate, 4 engincers, 3 with undor graduate degrees and

1 B.Ve3c.). Right 0f thesae 24 Maldus were females.

School Fa

In 1916 Vadamalaipuram had an elementary school, with

wwo teachers providing frece instruction upto the fourth

standard, It was financially supportaed by the co-opsrative

T
poain
]

society which was en flourishing. 7The students were given
practical training in the management of co-opbzrative socictiss.
Thare was a library with 40 volumes, and a musewn as well.

Only 25 boys and 5 girls were studying in the school, ‘but it
is notaworthy that among these were some Harijans as well.
Attendance, however, was poor zede cially as parents took

children avay to the fields whenever there was work
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Table 23: Bducational attaimuents of persons aged 16 years

P g ) ot B s s e e S petetepudiey=L S - s e

and above : Vadamalaipuram 1983

e e gy g S

Wo Upto 5th oth to 8¢

Schooling Standard tancdard
Caste g allGa Stancar

M r M i3 ™ ¥

Naicdus 14 76 54 63 42 43

Konar 15 14

s
W
O
—
o
\O

Thavar 32 48 17 8 7 3

® . \o
Pallar 21 32 1z 5 4 2
Chakkiliar 12 13 5 il 2 -
7
Cthers 40 44 13 11 11 5
e
Total 134 233 114 97 73 62
9th to 1lth Post High O0Of which Total
e s Standard School Graduates
a=t & Post ‘
e _ _ _ Gracduates . _ _
_ . B N B “Pu - M F o fl . _.F“ _,M - E _ __T__
Naildus 51 29 256 25 14 18 187 236 ’ 423

Konar 3 1 4 3 3 2 47 36 83

Thevar 5 3 1 - 1 - 62 62 124

Paliar 3 1 2 - - - 42 40 82

Tota 70 37 34 30 19 20 430 459 889



With the dizsolution of tho co-operative society, the

school was taken over by the Panchayat board in 1927. In

1936, 70 caste Hincus (33 boys, 37 girls) and 5 Harijans

(4 boys, 1 girl) were attending school. The problem of

cnildren Deing taken ae

2y for work in the f£fiszlds persisted.
Mearwhile the number of volum:s in the library had grown to
384, with 81 BEnglish books. Besides the headmaster, there
were Wwo teachers. In 1927 it was docided to agppoint a lady
teacher, and open a kindergarten for girls. In 1956, the
District Board set up a higher elsmontary school in the
villagez. Many children in tht school going age group of

5 to 16 ye=ars were, howeveyr, not going ©O scheool in 1958.

According to the 1958 survey ounly 89 out of 150 children

or 59,33 Peor cent in the age group 5-~12 voars were atte nding
J b

gschocl. among agricultuvral laboursre, artisans and cra Ttomen,
the figure was as low as 40 pzr cent. The corresponding

figures for 1983 in Taodle 22 carlier cited show that the
picture has not changed verr much. As for 1983, thore weroe
altogether 155 boys and 138 girls studving in the school

(which offers instruction from the first to the eighth grade).
0L these, 38 boys and 19 girls werc from the scheduled castes,
one girl kelonged LO a scheduled tribe and all the rest, except
for two girls, belonged to the so-called Backward . castes.
Dropout rates for the years 1980-81, 1981-82 and 1982-83
worked out from data on onrolments in October and april of

zach acadsmic vear, average around S p2r cent for boys and

7 ver cent for girls.

There is a Teachers' Training School in the village since
1951, This imparts a Wwo vear training Drogrammz: to persons
S| IS

wvho have completed secondary school, at the end of which a
diploma in teachers' training is granted. BEnrolment used to
De closz to 200 in the siztics, but seems to have doclined
sharply in reccent years. At Present there are less than 30

students in this school. The schiool has a library with nearly



50

but is gre

1500 wvolumas, atly lacking i
as laboratory

sately m

such facilities,

is Pri adfe but is

241, inanced

-
=
twe thirds by government grant.

is a vil
illage

nearly three fourths o

There 1

te

ad.e

library
the

cas Two hundred

£ thoem men, arc

library which has been functioning

it subscribes to
il

it

books ancd

them in Tam exeept i

for The I

the libr

ndu,

Dersons vis and usa ary

Government Mcal Scheme

gve

Harijans.

meal for under

out incquirie

all

ware genera
the

¥
nutritional

faced such as nolt Loind

compelled to supply at

&

month under threzat of

furniture

tw e

sin
CUurteen pPariodic
On

There
weight infants
cun with World Bank

that child

any

family planning case

n other facilities

2tc. The school

to the tent ot

~r

in the cocntire of
nty four
mono

Cce

Dorsons,
the
Tt has 850

all of
o~

A=

S i
.

oo

er
§)

O

o
ot

or

-

ave ]fVCL"V

5 anc 10 resceilve

scheme also feasds

betwesn 2 and 5 vears.

is third centre

and pragnant

While

ren and parent

CS

asslistance.

the staff in charge of

some problems they

leave anc being

v

ver

In 1916 and 1937, all recidents ovned the housas they
lived in. DBut with the influx of salaried employses from
outside thz village rolated to the conmmunity development and
national extension servicec programmes, it was found in the
1958 survey that 30 households were residing in rented



dwellings. By 1983, this figure had risen to 55. The

c however marginal a2t 18.4

}._v.

increase in Percentcags terns

m
Per cent in 1983 as against 15,87 per cent in 1958.

Housing conditions have improved a great deal over the
years, at lzast gnong tho caste Hindus., This is brought out
$ 4
L

in Table 24, which also highlights the uneven pace o

in this regard. The period 1936-19535 presents a pPicturs o
o AT

-

relative stagnation, whils thers has been significant progress

between 1958 and 1983. Especially striking in this last
‘ @oqgea .
the /of Mari jans,

a0

itions o

periocd is the improvement in the cond
over half of which had tiled or terraced roofs in 1983 as

comPared to barely 7 par cent in 1958,

The castewiss picture for 1983 with respect to housing

3
is shown in Table 25, The data relate only to owner-occupicd
dwellings. Tha pattern is rather similar to that observed
1

with regard to litvracy and lave

n
5
o]
=
A
o
o
Q
o]
(0]
(6]
S|

o)
Only 7.56 per cont o lds and 14.3 per cent of
e}

o
Korigr households live in thatched houses whereas the figures
for Thevars, Pallars and Chakkiliars are 57.9 per cent,

r
36.7 por cent and 73.3 ver cent respactively, More or leass

) 1-

rm 1s observed with regard to electrificat

]
o
]

~

e
where the extroms poverty of Chakkiliar houscholds is drama-
tically brought out by the fact that only one of the fiftes

a ar dwellinds igc clectrificd. In the village as a
whole, 186 out of 299 houscholds (62,3%) ars electrified.

lth, Sanitation and Water Supply

jo=puauiing - Ny -
- e wan can o B e OBem ey SRR g

While noting that the villags on the whols was cuite
healthy the 1916 survey had also stated: '‘medical assistance,
hayond the homzs reccipes known to most Hinda mothers, is not
evailable in the village'., Abscnce of a drainage system had
carlier caused sanitary prdblems, but a major investment made

partly from the conmunal incomes of the village in 1915 provided



Table 24 s Inprovement in housing since 1916

PO raENpRe e, v mn mACm S v R A EGe  ew CWCIE ST g st 5w

S T T T e e A Y B o S et

In Caste Village

—— T T el
Thatched 7Tiled Terraced Two Tin roof Total
storied atc.

1916 68 5 32 s - 105

(64,76) (4.76) (30,48) (100, 0)
1936 49 26 53 2 5 135
(36.3) (19.26) {39, 26) (1,48) {3.70) {100.0)

1558 42 43 42 2 na 134
(31.34) 135.82) (31.34) (1.50) {100.0)

1983 56 753 102 3 14 254
(22.05) (31.10) (40, 16) (1.18) (5.,51) (100.0)

In Hariljan Colonies

1916 29 - - - - 29
(100) (100.0)

1936 3 i o - - 31
(96,8) (2.2) (100.0)

1958 26 - Z - - 28
(22.86) (7, 14) {100.0)
1983 22 15 5 = - 45

(48,9) (20.0) {11.1) (100.0)

o
=2
()

i paranthoses are Dercentagges OfF
1 totals.



Table 25: Caste and housing (1983) Vadamalaipuran

R g

Typzs of avellings (arn houses) Houses
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hgkkiliars 11 1 3 - -
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he

1llai - - - - - - -
Yadar o - - - - . -

Reddiar - 1 - - - - 1

w
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°

O

- - - 1

s

Chettlar - -
Asari o 2 - s s i 2
Vennar 4 e - - - 4
Pandithar | 4 1 e - - 1 B

Brahming 1 - - - - 1 1

e’ e e e S e e e N N e i N S e’

Total 66 15 56 9 3 153 244 533

EA Lt em s e BT fa 52 ev o os s e e

*'Occuplied houses’ include both avned and rented
houses.



for a drain through the main street, and improvaed ihe
sanitary condition. Disposal of nightsoil wa& no
problam, since thers were 1o privies attachaed to
and fields woere used for the purposae. Drinking watoo was
got from the river. but sc7s also used che six wells in the
village. Tt is intarcescing to ncte thnt sven in 1916. one
housza had had a tubawcell sunlt and had arrang=d for wabtar to

ba supplied through ©ives for house hold and o

PULPCSa S

The 1937 survey report noted 'o...- the 2bsence of any

Giseasoas like malaria, plague, Ltuber-
culosis, small--cnx ote.' . Tha outibbrcak of cholera in 1925,
a Health

> —~ . o - e i i X Bs [— ~ gl - . o . s - g
Inspoctor in S 1lla rlovaver, nad ~1 ; clLes

wiilch clai

remelinsd

ncarby villag el ¢ YO to 3ivekasi toe obtain medical
asslstanc nlilke in { ractically all houscholde in
1937 (save for the w'o bLrahmin hcousehelds) usaed the wato

r
from the eight wells in the village f{six in tha caste village,

two in 12 Cherid) for drinking purpcescc.

The situation in 1983 dcss not soom to nave changed vary
much. The dispensary established in 1956 continucs with a

Siddha doctor wvisiting daily in thes Tforenocons. The nea

o]
ri
6]
n
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primary health centre is eight kilometres avay at Pudhupatiy.
There is ancther PHC at Sankaralingapuram, also cight kilometres
1 hospital at Sivakasi. Therc is a
maternity centrz in tht village, which is hosever not func-

tioring for over a year now, since therzs 15 no trained psrson



The dispensary is cuitc actively used in the village.
The average number of Patients treated daily were 42, 36
and 36 in 1980, 1981 and 1922 ¢ ctively. The figure for
ths first cquarter of 1983 is also 36. The dispansary is,
howzver, voorly zcuiPped. The annual grant of medicine is a
mzagre five thousand rupces, but even this is not always

provided. There is also nc bHod and no water facilitios.

Drainagcs facilitics continue o be very inadequate, with
only a portion of the Maldu strocot having good drainagz.
There are only three houses with their own toilots, but as in
carlicr years disposal of night soil prosents no problems

since the fiszlds arc used.

There has beon considerable improvemaent in the provision
of drinking water facilities. A big wall has becn constructed

in the river bad, and water is pumpcd into a large overhead
tank which has a copacity of 10,000 litres, In 1983 a now

tanl with a capacity of 15,000 litres has been commissionad

at a cost of 1,2 lakh rupces under the self sufficiency schama.
Fourteen dicstributive points have boon provided of which o

are locatod in the liarijan streets.

Tranoport an d Communications

P il e 0o e e e e w2 e ey

The villags is well connectad by rcocad and rail to the
ajor industrial and commercial centres of Sivakasi and
Virudhunagar. The train routc £rom Quilon to HMadras Passas

through the villagz. As alrcady stated, ths village lizss

along tho esastern side of thoe trunk road from Virudhunagar
to Sivakasi which is motorable right round the yvear, =xcopt
when usually heavy floods raise the water level in the river
Arjuna above the falrly low road lovel. This happens only

wvory rarclye.
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The village got ite post office oniy in 1952. In 1957

thore was only a branch posc office located at Thiruttangal

The survay report had noted

P et

which served fiftcen villages.
'a railway station, 'a branch post office and a disponsary

[}

are all immediate rzquisites of e village®™.

All three have nov arvived.

The volume of busincss transacted by the post office
has grown a grcac deal since 1937. Tho monthly sale of
alaipuram was then estimated at
.4/, In 1958, the figurz was 3.70/-. ¥Wow it is around
5.300/=. On an ave sent out and
attors arrive from

3ingamorae, Sri Lanla, Saudl Arabila,

three persons had sevings bank accounts with

While only
115 savings accounts with

the post office in 1937, thoxs woere

f3. 15,000/« deposited in thom in 1983, 100 of thesc accounts

£ vVadanalaipuran.

o
[¢]
!
o
W)
Q

b:zlonged to rosid

There is alsc a telephone in the village post offics

connocted to the Sivakasi tclsphone exchange.

1/  According to data f£rom thz cznsus of 1981, the .

average literacy rate for Tamil Hadu as a whole
was 46.76 par cont and that for the district of
Ramanathgpuran was clightly lover at 45.32 per cont,




HAPTER Vo FGRICULTURE

AL the outszt, soms dbvious limitations of our study of
agriculture in Vadamalaipurem may De stated. We do not have
data separately for this village on land uss patcterns, irri-
gation, cropping pattern and cropping intensity. It has also
not been possible for us to enguire deeply into shifts in
the cropping patiern over the beriod since 1936 and the pericd
of emergence of crops like bananas, chilliss and onions. Nor
have we been able to inguire at length into the inpact of
government programmes in the zarlier pPeriods such as the
Grow More [Mood Campaigns of the 12408, the Community Develop-
ment Programmes of the 1950c and the TADP of the 1960s. We
have gatherad somz information on the more recent schemsas
such as the IRDP which we have utilised in this ancd the ne:zt
two chapters.

General Infozn ation

— s e 4l e ion

Agriculture is thes wmaojor sector of the aconomy of the
village. It is cuite Precarious, as well, there being no
assured river irrigation. The Jreateyr proportion of culti-
vated area is rain fed. Lift irrigation is significant but
1ts availability is also devendent upon the monsoons. Rain-

fall ip Sattur taluk is generally scant tv. Over the last two

decades, the average annual rainfall in Sattur and Sivakas

stations has been of the ordsy of 75 cms. The bulk of this

rainfall occurs in the months of September, October and

vember. The soil in the village of Vadamalaivburam is largely
ar

black loam.

Detailed land utilisation data are not seParately available
for vadamalaipuram. They ara available for Keezha Thiruthangal,
the revenue village of which Vadamalaipuram £orms a Dart. The
total geographical aresa of Keezha Thiruthangal is 5530.63 acres.

5

Of thesge, the nat cultivated area comes to 2555,.,34 acres for

1979«80. There are no forests cr uncultivable wactes.
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cropping Pattern
a by
Patta records comeg to 827,01 acres., This tallies faivly

Land hel Patltadare of Vadamalaipuram as sSeen from

closely with da rrcem our houselisting census which gives a
figure of 9¢€2.13 acres. Host of the lands are owner-cultivated

Lbut there is also some leasing which we shall discuss subso-
quently. Data on cropoing Dattern Ffrom the G=returns are not
avallable for Vadamalaiouram but only for Keezha Thiruthangal
Without going into detalls, hovever, ons can state that the
najor croPs in Vi.dawalaipuram are fodder cholam, ragi, cotton,
chillies, cumbu and paddy. Banana is also cultivated as are

ve

(‘)

>table crops euch as besllary onions but these account for
a very small proportion of area cultivated. The crop calendar

for the major crovs is shown in Table 26. Cne thing that is

immediagtely evident from the crop calendar is that agricultural
ctivity go=s on right through the year, although the intensity

ries somewhat. This implies the availability of zmployment

a
n agriculturs almost throuchout the vear, though the cuantum

P

The cropping =:

has evidently changad over the years
Of the gross cropped area of around 2650 acres in Keezha

Thiruthangal in 1916,

¢s (cholam and pulses, cumbu, varagu

and ragil) together accountzd for 1200 acres, cotton and other

cash crops for SC00 acres, senna for 400 Paddy for 50

[9)]

LCL

.
UJ
~

S,

acres, plantains and vegetables for 100 acres and tobacco for

30 acres. By 1936, the cropped area had declined to around

=

1100 acres, of which cotton alone accounced for 461 acres and
fodder cholam for 315 acres, genna had Tractically disappeared,
anc all other crops including Paddy had declined in importance.

Thirumalal traces the decline in gross cropped area to the

1
steep decline in prices sinca 1931 on account of the depPression,

6}

the ~iquidaticn cf the il

—
o)

(@,

age co-opsrative society in 1932,
and continuous failure of se

[0}

Sonal rains for four years in a raw.



the survey report for 1958 records the total croppoed
rea for Vadamzlaipurz: az 211.91 acres. This area is not
comparalle with the figures for 1916 and 1936 since these
latter refer te the revenuve village of Keezha Thiruthangal
as a whole, Of these 911,91 acres, cotton accounted for

335 acres, fodier cholam T

61

and chillies for 115

e
L2538

&
O

ac
acres, FPaddy accounted for nzarly 50 acres, while millets
accounted for 135 acres. In terms of value of outbut,
cotton and chillies accounted for ovzr 62 per cent sgharing
this more orf less squally, paddy for 14,5 per cent and banana

for 10,2 per cent.

As noted earlicy, official figures on cropping pattern
are not separately available from G-returms for the village
since it is only a portion of the Keezgha Thiruthangal revenue
village. However, estimates have Lbeen obtained based on
interviews locally and in Darticular with the Darsons raspon-
sible for the local conmodity tax {("ahimai®) collection., A

and 1983 with respect to acreage under

€8]

conparison between 1958
various crops and tholy total ocutput figures is provided in
Table 26. Acreage under cotton, chillies and cumbu have all
declined but on acccunt of the considerable increasces in

(

o
Ay

thaly vields which more boelow) total output figurass ars
significantly higher in 1983, Dellary onions and sunflow=r
enter significantly into the cropping pattern in 1983. In
1958, onions were grown only as inter crop with chillies,

ile sunflowar was not reworted as being cultivated. These
oo have made up partly for the decline in areas undsr cotton
and chillies. Acreage under fodder cholam, a rain~fed crop-
has marginally incressed, pPerhaps reflecting the poor monsoon
of 1982. The croppring Pattern in 1983 is more diversified.
It also reflects a greater degres of commercialisation as we

shall subsecuesntly observe.



Cron
cotton

Fodder cholam

Chillies
Cumnibu
Paddy

gi

s

D)

b mu
G roundnut

sunflover

Oonions
*Cartlcad
#wNumbo
Notes: 1.
2.
3,
4,

60

Pattern in Vadamalaipuram 1958 and 1983
T T lese T T T T hees T T
Acr=age Output  Acreage  Outbut
croppead (kgs) cropped  (kgs)
334,53 52600 150 75500
258,33 504% 300 325
115,12 31600 65 44400
69,44 21200 60 54600
13,23 47600 40 67000
16.87 10200 60 60600
15.50 16800%x 18 na
4,22 1082 s -
- - 100 12000
na. na 20 120000

have been oxcluded

N i

for 1983 have b2
out by muWUIyljlng estimated arza under
vizlds obtained

are

L

c bunclie s,

Some wminor crops
Acrcage figures for
based on local ¢
Out2ut estimat

by average

Figures for 1958
1958 survev.

from

o
cne

S

stimgte

en worked
crop

from sample data.

Report of the
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iz almeost the sole form of irrigation
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v
in the village, sven though the river Arjuna flavs through
the village. Ramachandran reported in 1916 that soms of
the villagers fe2lt that if the kzd of the rivsr could be
raised, this water zould e usad for irrigation. Thirumalai
found in 1937 that, 'the villagers are of the firm vieaw that
the water during the flood szason, if stored in tanké, would
be able to irrigate not less than 3000 acres of land., It is
really a pathetic sight to gee the fields parched up and the
wells being worksd late hours in the night, when water flows
all along in the river a furlong off'. But to this day no
forts have been Laken to Ttap the river water for irrigation
rpose Punping scheme launched in 1958 which

a
was irrigat:n_ng about 12 hectares of land in 1961,

The survey report for 1916 states that there ware 120
walls in the village irrigating 558 acreg, of which 50 wers
double cropped and esight criple croppad These Ifigures refer

not to Vadamalaipuram proper, but to the whole of Keezha

",_“1

T ;

irvthangal village wlus soma ot—.her‘l’lamlets. Thirumalai
reports that there were 62 irrigation wells in 1937. By 1958,
this number had declined to 48, of which, Grenty wzre operated
with electric pumpsets. ilaswell reports that 45 wells had been
energised with punmpsets by 1261, which is somewhat intriguing.

s
nly had its impact on

Dut the fpunmpsct revolution' has certain {
this village. 1In 1983, we found that 87 wells were energised

with electric pumpsets, and that there were six 0il enginss
as well., Thus both the number of wells, and the nunber ener-

gisad had gone up remarkably betieen 1958 and 1983,

Of the 962.12 acres reportzd as being ovned by residents

of Vadamalaipuramn, 388.11 acres or 40.3 per cent reczived

(=N
e
—

rrigation from wells, the grzater part of this being. from

energised wells. Another 30,65 acres or 3.18 per cant received
tank irrigation while 543.37 acres or 56,48 per cent of land

-

held was rain-fad.
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Table 26: Crop 4ulﬁNJﬁL (Avani-—Adi) Vadamalaipuram

Mon th Major activities
Avani Sowing of paddy (both Ponni and IR20),
(Mid August to chillies, fodder chelam and bellary

Mid--September) onion., Harvesting of hybrid cumbu.
Purattasi Sarving of bellary onion.

(Mid September to
Mid~-October)

AlDpasi Transplanting of pad dy {both Ponni and
(Mid October to IR20) and chillies; planting of banana.
Mi c- Nove“nUcL)

Harthigai Wesding for paddy (Ponni and IR20} and
{(1Mid Wovembar to hybrid cumbu.

i d-Decenbear)

Margazhi Weeading for paddy (Ponni) and hybrid
{(Mid December to cumbu. Ilarvesting of paddy (IR20).
Mid-January)

Thai Harvesting of paddy (Ponni), fodldder
(Mid~-January to cholan and bellary onion. Harvaesting
Mid—-Febiruary) cf Danana planted sixteen months earlier.
Masi Sowing of cotton. Hzrvesting of paddy
(riid-TPebruary to (Ponni), chillies, fodder cholam and
Iiid-March) bellary onion.

Panguni Harvesting of chillies and fodder
(Mid~rMarch to cholam.

MideApril)

Chithirai Sowing of hybrid cumbu,

(Mid=-aApril to

Mid--ray)

Vaikasi Transplanting of hybrid cumbu.

(Mid=May to iid-June)

ni

(Mid=June tC Mid--July)Harvesting of cotton.

Adi Scwing of fodder cholam

(1Mid July to Harvesting of cotton.

Mide2ucust)

m mm M aa e emm S0 pm s e em e s wm e P e foe  mme B am mae e e A R e e e e ema



The Agricultural Calendar

e mmi TROTC amea e

A 1look ak Table 26 shovs that there is agricultural
activity almost throughout the year in Vadamalalpuram. The
intensity, naturally, varies. The pericd from the end of

o

Tppasi to the middle of Margazhi (roughly £from end of first
3t ot D

Movember to znd of cemnber) would appear to be

relatively lean.

Thirumalai had obsaerved in 1936 that there was Practie
cally no unemployment but in fact a dearth of agr ricultural
labour and that even the Pattadars had to work throughout
though they would be relatively free from hard worpk from
mid March to early Juns. The survey carried out in 1958
also found that farm operations are spread more or less

cvenly throughout the vear,

Changzs in :

hile the cropping pattern and the crop calendar have

not changed substantially over ths years, thers have been
at least two significant developments with respect to produc—
riva forces: The rapid growth in the uss of pumpsets for
irrigation and thsz introduction of the tractor. These Wwo
dovelopments have had an impact on the number and composition
of farm ecquipment and livestock as is evident from Table 28,
which presents the relsvant data for the various survey yeairs.
The numbers of 2lough bullocks and ploughg have beth shown a
sharp decline botvecon 1952 and 1983. Practically all lift
irrigation in 1936 was with aniwmal poser, and the greater
part of it remained so in 1958. DBut by 1983, 'Kavalail' wells
-~ wells from which water is drawn using bullock pover -—-
were in a small minority. There were only 13 households which

asported having a well without a punpset. Even anong these,
only gsoma possessed the bullodks needed to operate a kavalai.
similarly, the nuwmber of ploughs'aqned has droppzad to about
twoe fifths of the 1958 figure, mainly on account of the avail-
ability of tractors for hire locally.



Table 283

L7V°

'LOCﬂx

(o

and farm equipment in Vadamalaipuram

1916.-1983

- —

raguiuiiel
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ear O Q o O 4 2,0 o @ P
~ 0 i C £'0 RS 5 i U o 9
e 2 (SR 3 Q ¢ d q] i Qg @
o 9 & 5P co — @ — 3 !
m 0 tn b0 m o o 0 Moo =
1916 200 100 120 100 1200 na na nil nil
193 Q e o) B ~aC e i
1936 94 48 120 144 4g4 20 na nil nil
or 5 4D A 0 & :
1958 96 15 71 71 226 57 18 20 nil
. f
1983 43 67 103 107 425 23 15 87" 3
lote: a) The data rzfer to Keezha Thiruthangal.
1T0; in 1936
f kil : ruthangal.
» est] T j re required
to till the lands of Vadamalairturam.

d) Thirumalal reports that oil engines were tried
for a few years by five persons but discontinued
atter 1931. In 1236 four of thzss had boen dise
poged off and the fifth was being used only rarely.

2) In 1983 thers were also six oil engines in use.

£f) all thresc tractor crners also possessed trailers.
One had 2 power tiller as well
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in the village.

and cow=-dung was chict

1936.

manure,

ged by Thirunalal reports that

dung continued to be used as manure, fOr

...chemical manure (sulphate of ammonia)

rom Sivakasi! t was Tfound in 1958 that:

°

tivators report

ilis fortilisers
21d the

ntain,

to

in

paddy

that chemical fertilisers were being

crove by all classes of cultivators,
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anounts vary
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o)

according to both the

tivator. Farm vard manure continues
r source of nic manure is that

which is sarvice
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erscons who speciglise in this activity

se basis,

concerned, Ramachandran reported

that thers are so many Pasts,

oretlty often, the villagers take
ures adgainst them. Nor do they

a disease or pest actually destroys

it as thoir lot and blame their fatfe..'.

The situation had not materially changed in 1936

Thirumalai reportss

'T"he agricultur
est on cotton. The
ryots to seek thsz he

usefulness of sugges

2l Department was not consulted on the
the
the

demonstr

re 18 no initiative on the part of

1lp of the Department as they doubt

tions regarding the pest. Mo ator



had visited the place, and there is no channel here through

3

which agriculitural knowledge can be digseminated to the

rvots,!

By 1953, horever, things had changed dramatically,
q

and the cultivatcrs wrere cuite familiar with peste

actor Economy

Of the thres tractors, ons was purchasad by the biggest
cultivater {in torms o area) way back in 1972 with
a loan from a natlonalised < in Sivakasi. Anothar was
purchased in 1978 with owun rzsources of the buyer. All

trac for mloughing and threshing locallva.
Since thev arc 2ll fitted with trailers, they are alsc usad
& sport. The hire charges are
Ps. 60 Per hour for threshing, .40 per acre for vloughing

(f3. 100 for disc plough) 0 r day for transport.
"On an averads, a tractor gots hired for 4 hours daily curing

for around 8-10 acres of ploughing

is usually not idle f£for mors than
thirty to forty days in a vear. Allowing for all expenses
including maintenancs, repaivrs, fuel, driver's wages and
licenge fezes, tho annual nat income works out to be of the

o ; 1 - .
= o thiidrty thouvcand rubeesg.~ The proxi-

v

mity of Sivalkasi and the demand for tractors with trailers to
transport industrial materials for incdustrialists in Sivakasi
would appear to be a major reason for such a substantial
incomsz sincs thass condicionsg ~nsure near-full utilisation

of the tractor througho

c

Yiaslds
Available evidence on yields per acr=s of major crops

is summarised in Table 29. The first survey contains little



able 29: Yields of Major Crops 1936 to 1983
Average n=t yisld per acre reported in
rop Unit e e em e em e e s e - e em e e me we oe ea e
1916 1936 1958 1983
Paddy Kgs. na 1340 280 1670
cotton u na 153 157 503
chillies L na na 301 633
Ragi i na na 603 1010
Cumbu " na 350 300 910
rodder n na. Tia 273 275
cholam
Notes: 1, The data base Zor 1936 flqu @es is not
clecar from Yhirunelai’ reporte.
2. ures £or 1958 ars based on data
culcivator houssholds. But the
of cbgzrvations in respect Of each
crop is net srecified,
3. Figures for 1983 have been arrived at as
indicated below:
a) paddy - average of 3 case

2670 kgs/acre

Mazzs

Min: 950 kgs/acre
ave: 1670 kgs/acre

DY Cotton-~ Avorage of 8 cases s
Max: 800 kgs/acre
Mins: 150 'gs/acre
avg: 530 kgs/ace

¢) Chillies - Average of 6 cases
Maxs 900 kgs/acre
Min: 400 kgs/acre
AvaT: 683 kgs/acra

d) Cumbu - 5 cases
' 1200 kgs/acre

600 kgs/acre
910 kgs/acre

e) Fodder cholam - 2 cases
Maxs 300 kgs/acre
Min: 250 kgs/acre

£) Ragl -~ 5 cases
Maizz 1400 kgs/acre
Ming 670 kgs/acre
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evidenc:s cn yields., Thirunalai reports yield figures for
1936 but the data basc for these figures is not stated.

The figures for 1958 are bosed on a study of 93 cultivator
housesholds, but ther:s is no information the number of cases
for cach crov. In cur survoy, wo interviewed a sample of
12 cultivator househelds. OF Ehesa, one was purposively
choszn~ the biggest cultivator in terms of area operated,
opnarating noarly 63 acres. The rest were drawn at random
Crom various size classes as follows:

Size class (acres) No, of tHs chosen

e e ma e S e pE 61 wmem e ems CrLem we e

C.01-4.99 2
5.,00-9.99 3
10.00- 1../9 4

15,00~24,59 2

With ths small runbar of cultivator houssholds inter-
the diversifisd ropping pattern that prevails,
we have not besn able to get more than cight cbscrvations
for any Oof The crops. SO0 generalisations £rom the data
nrasanted could we hazardous., Howevar, the observations
that we have;ggsed on gquites detailed and carsful investiga-
ticn, and ars to that extent reliable. With this background,

we may now loolt at the evidence.

beacn stagnant

zxceedad those in 195 i icant margins. The most remar-

kable increasse case of cotton and cumbu,

boch of whose yieclds had hardly changed between 1936 and 1953.

Z substantial incrocase over 1958, is also the cass with rega

Paddy vields waore generally reborted at about 30 bags per
acre or roughly 2100 kgs-acre, a good deal highzr than our

gsanple avarage of 1674 kgs./acra, which itself is nearly 75 p

19}
i

et

&

=~
3

Jreater the 1958 figure and 25 per cent higher than the
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1936 figure. Tt ig also dovious that yields fluctuate a
good decal. The mazimum paddy vield at 2Z.67 tonnes per
acrz compares

Tami lnach,

even margin

In the case of coitton, the minimum figure for 1983 at
1.5 is8 again more or less the same as the average reported
in 1936 and 1959. ‘fhe maximunm is more than five times the
minimum figure, but ths cample average at 5.03 cquintals
generally reported in the village. The variation is sCme-

being

what less in tho case of chilliss, with the maximun
2 cuintals and the minimum 4 pP=ar acre. The average at 6.0
cunitals corrasponds gquite well to the generally cited range
¢f 6 to 7 quintals. Cumbu yvields range from a low Of 0.6

tonnos per acre to a high of 1,2 tonnes. It is only Nattu-

0

Cholam, a rain fod fodder crop, whose vield has remained
i o 4

stagnant belbween 1958 and 1983.

In the cass of all four croos- paddy, cumnbu, cotton and
in

chilliese the substantial increases in yield would appear to

have been largely the result of pumpset irrigation. Wew
seed varieties must have hzlped, as alsgso the somewhat graater

dosage of fertilisers, but irrigation through pumpsets sesms

to be the crucial factor in the senss that apart from directly

contributing to an incrzase in yield, it also made thes usé oL

'

high vielding sced varietiss, fe s and pesticides

r C

ossible, necesscory and worthwhile. Thus, while the whole
‘package' of inputs is responsible for the increase in yieslds,
pumpset irrigation appesars to be the wmajor factor. This view
was also expressed by practically all the cultivators intesr-
viéwed.in this regard.

Costs and Returns

Progiasauiiodontsg e UM el peu

Some evidence on costg and returns Per acre 1s available
for 1936 from Thirumalai's report. Similar data is not avail-

abls for the years 1916 and 1958. 8So we confine ourselves to
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he data we have collected fo rief comparison

ed in Table 2°
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with 1936, The avidence for 1983

and a conparison with 1936 figures is shown in Table 30.

The most striking aspect of ths figurss is the enormous

variation in not returns per acrs which we find with respect

to every single crop. The variation reflects at least vartly

real differences in the intonsity of cultivation as shown by
the input patterns. Lut a wart of it is also the result of
respondent concealmant or cxaggeration which takss the form
of under reporting of yizlds and oric:s received for produce
and ovaer reporting of costs incurred. One respondent has
reported negative retuins in the cultivation of chillies
and cumbua This result has arisen from a number of factors,
important among which are underreporting of yields and

cxaggeration of costs by the respondent, and also the imputatiocn

7 cost at ruling market wages fates for family labour expended

in producticn. In the calculation ©f non-labour costs, land
on have been sxcluded but these are, in
the context of this village, cquite negligible., Also excluded
is interest on worlking copital, mors on grounds of absence of
reliable data than on anv theoretical basis. Ion purchased
laoour inpute Luch as, 1 gsome cassas, amyard manure,
have bzen imputed the corresponding market cogt, since markets

de exist for such inputs locally,

On a Psr acre basis, banana is the most capital intensive
i

crop but it i1s also the m

O
(a3
"
[
(0]

itable crop. The rzason 1% is
not mors widely cultivated woula aPpear to be constraints on

finance, water avallability and theo time and skill involved
in supervision and managemint of cultivation. It must be of
course noted that the banana crop takes about sixteen months,
a period during which could successively raise on the same
land paddy, cotton and chillizs. Thus on an annual basis,
the profitcablilitcy difference is not high enough to compensate
for the extra capital and effort, and guite possibly the extra

risika.
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The relatcive profitability of paddy cultivation sesms
to have improved a great dcal betwzen 1936 and 1983 although
it neads to be rememie red that 1936 was a Depression year,
Thes picture is stagnant or nearly so for cumbu, espocially
whon account is taken of the fact of 1936 bszing a Deprassion
vear. 1In fackt, therzs is a decling, which suggests that input
2 =)

ri passu with yields, and that the

costs have increascd D

im

price of cumbu has not moved favourably.

tla

tketing of Agric ultural PLO&WC

[ ——— e’ s

n 1916, the cultivators went to Sattur and Virudhunagar
to scll the cotiton they had produced to agents of ginning

companies The oihier major comnercial crops-tobacco, sanna,

= e

oy

chillics and syoebt potacocs— wore sold to merchants from

Sivakasli who visited the villags regularly.

|_.)

Both in 1916 and in 1936, food ¢rains were Produced
moscly for orn consgumption. DBut unlike in 1916, in 1930
all the cotion was rgported to be sold to thz biggest money-—
lender in the village, a person by the name of Thavasikoner.

was ' he £0le financier of the ryotSe...' and 'a.ce.

lﬂcnu»

-t

M

o

cspecially arftter the liduidation of the co-operative society,

ey fecl dbliged toO sell the produce toO him anG none @lscecsa's
in

r"

Thz rvots obtained whot would/today's official terminology be

called crop loans from Thavasilionar, and thoy were then obliged
-

to sell him the produce immediately aftur harvest in order to
szttle accounts and to pay land revenue. Interestingly, the
Konar did not pay tho produce prics in cash. Instaad, cos LI
adjusts 1t to the loan account and if the ryvot wants cash, it
is taken as a fresh loan. Actually, therefore, thg ryots do
not cot cash for thoir produce.' Other crops were sold to
Sivakasli merchants when they visited the village, the same

as in 1916,



-1
(€3]

Even in 1958, all food grain crops continued to be
produced only for own use. Tha major market ¢ cropgs in
1958 in terms of value wers chillies, cotton and Dlaintains.
Unlike in 1936, thirce was no monopsonist purchase of agricul-

-

v lender. Instead, merchants

tural producs by the village mono
from Silvakasi and Vvirudhunagar visited the village soon after
the harvest, and mads the necessary vurchasss, with the assis.-
tance of ona or wo local residents who acted as their comnis-
sion agents. Post harvest farm prices for cotton and chillies
ware found to be legs than prices recorded at the nearest

marketing centre of akasi by 20 per cent to one third.

A comparison bebveen 1936, 1958 and 1983 with respa
2

Lo production and markzting of some major crops is presented

in Tabls 32. The most important changes are as follows.

Flrstly, foodgrains are marketed to a signlflcant axtent

in 1983. Local snguirizs roevealod tha hile 90 per cent of

Daddvy output is retained for cun cOnsumpticn, 50 por cont
i

of the millets, cumbu and

ar=z sold. Secondly, onions

have baocome a commercial crop of considerable importance,

with the gquantity sold increasing normously betwzen 1958

and 1983. Thirdly, a nowy cash crop has enter=ad the scens

namely sunflower All in all, we find a greater degres of
ica

woth diversification and conmorcialisation.

Local enguiries revealed that prices for farm produce
shov great variation oven within a short period of time. In

1983, for instanc:, the price of chillies varied from a 10w

of 5,600 per guintal in a

short period of six wonths Lotwzen Septembsr 1982 and March
1983. Likswisc, cotiton socld at 666 per guintal in august

1982 but declined to k5,500 Per quintal, by 1983 Mayv. In the
brevious yvear, chillie prices had varied betwesn 'S¢ 600 and
5, 1250 per guintal. Onion vrices had vars

60 kg. bag in Januvary-February to Ise 225 in April-May.
Similar but scmewhat smaller variation in pPrice was reported

for Cumbu as well,
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Table 31: Ratio of nect returns ber agre to ope rq}igi

acre 1056 and 1983

- cmo o .

Cro 1936 1983
Cotton 0.56 0.66
Paddy 0428 ¢ 0.68
Cuminu 0. 22 0,22
Chillies na 0.71
Banana na 1.03
Notes: 1) For 1983, under operating wspeanses,

only the following have been included:
]abour, £uLmngc.mapurv and chemical
rtilisers, pesticidcs, and electricity
Chqrges, family labour has bheen imputed
an equivalent wage cost. Depreciation
and land rovonue have been cxcluded. For
1836, land rovenue has been included but
dgg:acia*ion anc family labour exponditure
: cxzcoludad,

2) COLrLSﬂondwng data for 1916 and 1958 are
ot gvailable.

o
~

Sincec crops vary with respect to duration,
profitability comparisons between crops
canuot be made directly from the above
figures. This is Particularly true in the
case Of the banana crop which takes sixteen
months from planting to harvest.

4) Exclusion of family labour from costs
in 1983 to nake these comparalnle with
1936 -lguLuux*ould,only rzin foreca tho
point about the goneral increase in not
returng ver acre as a ratio of opurating
cost that has taken placs over the last
foew decades
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Trade in agricultural o2roducs in the arca is ntrolled
Jgr

by agents of merchants and conmigsion mandi owners £

=

ol
Rajapalayam, Virudhunagar and Madras. Cotton trade is
controlled by a big cotton merchant from Rajapalavam,

=

chillies trade by a mandi arnar

rom Virudhunagar and onion
trade by a big trader from Madras. Thay operate through
local trader agents. In VadamalaipPuram, there are thres such
traders wno buy un mest of tha local produce.

While all threse deal in most agricultural produce, onion
trade is exclusively handled bv one of them. TCanana fields
are contracted out, prior to harvest, to traders from Thiru-

thangal, Virudhunagar and othe¢r nsarby markat centras

1/ The calculations work out roughly as follows:

A.anomﬁ

i) Ploughing, 30 days, 10 acres per dayvs 30x10x£0_=.12,000
ii) Threshing, 100days, 4 hours per day :100x240 . ' & 24 , 000
iii) Tramsporting tank silt, s.250 Dor s 40x250 ;,LO,OOO
day, 40 Cavs A
iv) Transporting sand and scong, 3. 200 2150x%200 - 7 =3¢, 000

Per day, 150 dcays Total = M; TG,OOO

B.Expendicurs

1) Diesel, 20 litrcs/day, 340 days s T3.23,800
ii) Tyre (ﬁnlLa1 replaczmant) 2 Bs. 12,000
iii) Mobile oil, gear o0il, break oil, s Pse 1,500
2tc.

iv) Spare varts : s, 1,500
v) License expPenses =very ycear : ts. 5,000
v1l) Revairs, depreciation cte. : s, 5,000
Total 2 13.48,800

Annual net income = h.(76,000u48,8005 = 5, 27,200

2/ The annuel net income figure of 13,25 to 30,000 is
swpstantially higher than the one of s, 15,000 reported
by Guhan for Palakurichi, Sce S.Ghuah, (19383)
Palakurichi: A Resurvey Working Paper No.42, Madras
Institute o Development Studies, Madras.
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CHAPTER VI LAND AID OTHER ASSETS

B o T R R eARd AT ES G D g

Land is the most important asset for most households.
I

t
Onwership of other assets is closely correlated with land-
ownership. Let us first exanine the distribution of land

ownershipd in Vadamalaipuram.

Land Dl“tilbuthn

-

Table 33 shows the distribution of land ovnership
castewise and over all. The data refer to land arned by
residents of Vadamalaipuram in the village and elsewhere,
but exclude land held by non-residents. OF the 299 housa-
holds in Vadamalaipuram, only 133 own land. 15 households
at the top, with holdingsabove 15 acrzs, account for a
little over 40 per cent of tho arca owned. By contrast,
more than half of the land owning households, with holdings
not exceeding 5 acres, account only for one sixth of the
arza ocwned. As in most villages, land is thus very unequally
distributed in Vadamalaipuram. The degree of incquality,
however, is not as great as is often found in the canal irri-
gated tracts of Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur districts. For
instance in 1983, 15 households out of 145 landowning housce
holds in Palakurichi,zvith holdings of 15 acres, and abovsz,
accounted f£or 54 poer cent of area ovned: while necarly three
quarters of landowning households, ovning holdings below )
5 acres accounted for laess than onc fifth of tho area QJned.;’
The land distribution figures reported in Table 33 do
not, however, give a complebts Picture, since lands of varicus
types (tank irrigated, well irrigated and rain—fed) have beon
lumpcd together. The distribution of land held, by size class
and typzs, is provided in Table 34. It can bo scen from this
table that the fifteen houscsholds owvning 15 or more acres sach
account for 45,28 per cent of the total arca recelving well

irrigation compared to 16.63 Per cent recsived by the 70 housoe
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Table 34: Distribution of land held, by size and typo

3 R e - — o= 0w e

Size Amount of anount of Amount oi Total
Class lian jai Thottam Rainfod
(Acres) © (Tanlk)
0.01 - 0,99 1.86 3.00 4,29 9.15
1.0 - 2.4% 3,07 16.95 31.44 5i.46
2.5 = 4,99 0,67 44,53 52.70 98.95
5.0 - 7.49 3,06 62,71 75.05 140.82
7.50 - 9,99 4,25 22.87 50.89 78.01
10,0 ~14.99 11.24 62,25 118.75 192.24
15.0 =-19.99 1.50 47 .0 82.50 131.0
20,0 —-29,99 1.5 36.0 59,0 9645
30.0 =49,9929 1.5 9.75 29.75 41,0
50.0 -70,00 2.0 83.0 38.0 122.0
Total 30.65 385411 543,37 962,13
Per cont (3.12) (40.34) (56.48) (100)

Tote: Sce note te table 33.

holds owning less than 5 acres. Thus the concentration of
r

L I, I

land ownership is highar if the differences in land type

are taken into account. Table 35 shows the land distribution
in 1916 and 1936. These would abPpecar to refor to Keezha
Thiruthangal rathor than vadamalaipuram. Thirumalai noted
in 1937 that the averagce size of holding declined from 21.8
acregs in 1916 to 9,25 acres in 1936. The figuraes for both
vears show that landownership was highlv concentrated cven
then. In both years the top 6 per cont of holdings have

accounted for about a third of the land ovned.
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Table 35: Land disktribution, 1916 and 1936

Size of Numbe Brtent Number Bxtent
Holdings of in of in
(Acres) heldings acres holdings aores
1916 - 1936

1 -~ 10 38 250 121 535
10 - 25 33 649 37 594
25 = 30 12 469 3 264
50 - 100 3 211 3 160
100 -~ 250 3 471 1 105

94 2050 170 165

The land distribution Jdata for 1958 are shovn in

Table 36, The cOncentraticn of land is <vide

D

nt. The top

14 pazr cant of households, eachh owning 20 agcres or mors in
size, account Loy niarly 40 poer cent of the ar

ca avned. By

contrast, hcusgholds owning less than 5 acres ch account

ca
for 28 pzr cent of all owning houscholds but only 7.6 per

cent of arca ovned.

A comparison cof the figuress for 1958 and 1983 shows a
margiral increasz in concanitration. The number of holdings
has increzased by 43 por cent from 93 in 1958 to 133 in 1933,
Th

9

5‘

)

®

verage size of holding has gone down from 10, 36 acres in

8 to 7.23 acres iy

joal
o
=
0
[a2)
w
©

1 This decline, however, concCeals
a rise in the average size of holding in the upper size classes.
The average holding size for the class of holdings 15 acres
or more in size rosge from 24.03 in 1958 to 26,1 in 1983, For
the size range 5 to 15 acres, there was a marginal increase

from 8,39 to 8.56 acres. But the average size of holding



Lle 36: Land ovnership in Vadda¢luluuram,>12§8

Size Mo, of  Arca  Cumulative Cumulative % OF
G roup holdings cvnzd % of iHs land held
(acres) ‘ (acres)

1.0 = 2.50 12 25,78 12.9 2.68

2.50~ 5.0 14 47.15 26.0 7 BT

5.0 = 745 16 94,03 45,2 17.23

7e3 = 10,0 13 101.8° 59,1 27490

10,0 = 15,0 17 90.05 774 47 .63

15.0 -~ 20,0 3 123.22 36,0 50,42

20,0 = 25,0 5 120. 2 91.4 12,90

25,0 = 35.0 6 180.11 97.9 91.59

2 81.0 100.0 100.0

Total 93 963.52
diclin:d from 2.81 to 2,29 acros for holdings bzlaoy 5 acres

in respect of nunbor of holdings as well, with 46 in 1958 and

48 in 1982, The number of holdings wxceeding 15 acres decline

from 21 in 1958 tc 15 in 1983, But there was a grealt proli-
faration of holdings below 5L acres from 26 in 1958 to 70 in

1983. Thzir share in td

-/

tal arca ovned went ubp.

c

Caste 1P& lﬂmu oIne

Pasfasisiio =

ship

Of the (33 landholding houschelds in 1983, 99 arc Naidus.
Of the 143 Yaidu houscholds, 299 orncd land. Thoesc 99 Maidua
houscholds Dotween than owvned 716.27 acres or 74.4 par cent
which is also their share in the numbezr of landosyning housee
holds. The other major lendholding cowmunity in the village
o

is thoe Konar community. 20 Konar houssholds out of 32 own



|
D

botweon them 209.85 acres or 21.21 per cent of total land

owvned while they account for 156 par cent oi the landcowning

houscholds. It czn b scen from fable 37 that all other

communitics arc cithoar landlzss or relatively insignificant

as landholders. In fact, but for ons Pallar houscheld ovning
13 acres of land, all holdings - 5 acres in sizo are
held by Naidus and Konars. Ths fifteen Chakkiliar houscholds

Tabls 37: Landovncrship and landlessnocs cautvmwuu, Vadas

PR e a.;-.—-. =gy ) e T ] o s i

uran 1983

en e e etps o

B3 g w3 EW ap mm % e W% o o e A8 ES g wm ema s e cor e e Er we o e e

Landless 1Ts

Ot pggulau L;l a§ a &&OQOC»
Cion e tion of total
S villags $ no. of HHs in

the casto %

S e e mm S s e e e RN GBS B6 B SR g 5 e e s e B B me e e g

Haidu 46,71 4,40 30477
Konar 11,05 véloal 37.50
Thevar 15,06 0.75 89,360
Pallar 11.43 2,91 73.33
Chalkliliar 5.3C 0.00 100.,0

Othars 16.45 0.08 96.88

Castewiss land distribution data is not available for
tire carlicr survey years. We only learn that there were 107
S amneng casts six or szven among Haril jans
ot available for 1936, In

£ thesc 81 were heads of

o 9

1958, there wers 93 land ovners.
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nouszholds, conzisving of 70 Waidus, 8 Konars, 2 Fallars

and a goldsmith. Chances arc that the remaining 13 were

=

a

Grawn only from Nailduz and Konarsg. Thus while detailed

data on castewise land distribution is not vaWI wle for

the esarlier survev vears, the picture most likely wou
not have begen very differcnt from what we found in 1983.

Land 5a

o S

The land marlk

is not wvery active as far as ths bulk

off the cultivable lend 15 concerned. There have been very
few land transactionsg among cultivators in recent vears. An
occasional sale does take place, hovever, An indebted peasant
s0ld 13 acres of well-irrigated land without a pumpset for

1
5.6000 last year. 7This sals confirms the figurs of s,5000

=

s
por acrs dgiven as the value of such land in the courss of our

inquiry. ‘he price of 85,4000 per acre realised here

ain

[t

reflects the of durass. Incuiries rzvealed tha

t
fed land is v valued at about 2000 rupeses ver acre
while well irrigated land with an zlectric pumpset fatches
around Rse 10,000 per acrs. We have some fragmentary evidence
on land values in carlisr survey vears. Ramachandran has
reported values of 5,600, 500 and 100 par acre respectively
for wet (tank irrigated), dry {(well irrigated) and dry
(rainfed) lands in 1916. He also noted that land values were
rising, wost likely in anticipation of the railway line to
be laid from Virﬁdhuna;at to Srivillivuthur which would pass
within a mils of the villaga., £y 1936, the Great Depression
had brought dovn land values Per acre to R,400 to 500 for wat
land, and fs.250 to 300 for well-irrigated land and 15.45 to 60
for rainfed land. ¥or 1953, we do not have land values listed
separdtely for tanl irrigated, lift irrigated and rain fed land.
Dut we are told that the average value of land Per acre was
Ps.427. Also in the five yzars Praceeding 1958, 25.02 acres

are reported to have becn purchased by the village ryots for



-

total value of ps. 17,450 which works out to roughly rs,700

[6h)

Per acre. At the same timc, 26,26 acres ars rzported &
have Lecn so0ld by them for . 11,350, which works out to
T54432 Der acre. 'The picturs for 1958 ig thus a bit confusing.
A likcly explanation—apart <rom the normal tendency of res
poncents to ovarstate pPrices paid and understate Prices
received ~ is that lands sold might have been locationally

AV

antageous whils thosz purchassd night have been better

Cur interviars with 14 cultivator houscholds revealced
that ten of tham had bought or zold lands during the period
Datwesn 1955 and 19803. 0OFf tho forty odd land transactions
reported, about Wenty five had taken place belween 1970
and 1983 about ten had occurred bolween 1960 and 1970 and
the rest between 1950 and 1960. The data suggest thot an
acre of rain fed land had risen in valus €rom M, 100-300 in the

the 19603 to M, 1000 in the early seven-
tics toc around i, 15002000 (& Dresent. Well lrrigated lands
gquisped with pumpscets have risen in value from around
T34 1200=1500 par acre tizs to arouwnd r;,5000-5500
by the late seventies, and further to fs. 10,000 in- 1983.
There i5 not much tank irrigated 1and €or sale, but its
valuc Der acre sesms alsce to hove risen from around Ts. 2500-—

the sixtics and zarly seventies to around rse 10, 000

More active than the market for agriculturszl land for
cultivation is the wmarket for land to be usad for setting

ulP industrial units. The rapid growth of capitalist small

and medium indust:y in Sivakasi town sesms to have nov entercd
a stage where capitalists arc sbreading out to neighbouring

=

areas along zither side of the main road from Sivalkasi to
Virudhunagar. This Process has led £o noar-useless rainf Tod
lands along the road-side belonging to residents of Vadamalai--

puramn Peing quotad at . 25,000 to 30,000 per acre. Even within



the village, one acre of rainfed land has boen sold to a

~
(@]
@)
o

match factory owncr for ks, 10 by a big landlord. It
would appzar that Vadamalaipuram is on the threshold of
raprid urbanisation with consecuent rise in land values
and costs of living,

Land and other asscts

e o e S AT eos G bt e o aa

3

tabulation of land awnerchip with ovnorship o

h

ovided in Teble 38. A summary pictur
showing the percentage shares of landless houscholds and
land ovning houscholds dividad into 4 sizeo groups is given
in Table 39, which also gives the corresponding data for

1958 wheraver availablo,

There are three tractors in the village Onea, along
with a trailer, is cwned by the sacond.biggest landlord
who owns 53 acr and has leascd in 16 acres from his son-
in-law who is in Madras. Tha other two arc owned by two
sons of a big Kengr landlord who is no more, but who arned

around 200 acres in his time. This landlord is referred to

in Thirumalai's report as the only financier and monopsonist
buyer of farm produce in the village. The bwgg st landlord,

ovning 70 acros, had a tractor which he hdo disposed off,

Electrie pumpsets are somavhat more widely distributed,

but cven here the degree of cOncentration is quite high. The
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or nearly
20 per cent of all pumps=ts! Other farm equipment such as
carts and ploughs are a little less unequally distributad

though not by very much,

Comparzd to farm ccuipment, livestock distribuiion shows
a lowcr degrees of concentration. This is Particularly true

of milch cattle. Evidontly, dairying is an important subgie

~Lary occupation of landless and small cultivator houscholds.
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Dairying secms te have roecuived some impetus from the wmilch
animals loan scheme under the IRDP, as also from the growth
of a market for millt, in tho nearby urban arcas of Sivakasi

and Keezha Thiruthangal.

Goats and shaep ars almost ths: cxclusive possession of
landlzss houscholds, £ 424 c¢oats and shezp, an ovaorwhelming
proportion-365 out of 424~ are hzld by landless houssholds

on !

A

raram' according to a system weoe shall describe later on.
Of 59 goats and shecp own=d, 31 are accounted for by 24 land-
less houssholds and 19 are cccounted for by cultivators

=

helding loss than 5 acres of land. The 365 sheep and goats

a 8
held on Varam arc held by cight varamdars, all of whom are

landlecss.

Durable consumer goods such as radios and byceycles are,
naturally, morc cvenly distributed than livestock and farm
couibmnent. Bven in this regard the landless houscholds fare

poorly with only a third of them owning a bicycle and only

thresz in ten ovning & radio,

The surveys of 1916 and 1936 did not go inte the details
a

of the distribution of non-land assets. Data on distribution
of non land productive asscts-~livestock and farm cquipment-
is g

avallable for 1958, for land holding houszsholds. The
oynership of plough cattle and milch cattle by landless
houscholds can Lo inferred from the data. There are some
significant differcvnces in the totals between 1958 and 1983
in respecct of a numbey of important items. There weroe 96
plough cattle owned by land holders alonc in 1958, while in
1983 only 43 plough bullocks are reported as owned by all
houssholds togeother, including landless households. There

N

were 52 ploughs and 18 carts owned by landowners themselves
in 1958 while thco 1983 total, are 23 ploughs, and 15 carts,

including those owned by landlszgs houscholds. By contrast



both the number of wmilch cattle and the nunber of electric
puntpsets have increased a great deal between 1958 and 1983,

the former from 86 to 157 (1316 if w axclude milch cattle

[

owned by landless houscholds), and the latter from 20 to 87.
Unfortunately, we Jdo ncot have anyv data on the time profile

and modaes of financing of the rumpse ts.

A8 Lor the disgtirilution of these asszts, tha Picture
is summarised in Takle 32. The abparentl
i of plcugh bullocks and ploughs in 1283 as
comparec to 1958 is largely a consequence of the sharp
decling in the numbar of hoth, zspeclially in the higher size
groups of landholcings as a result of the arrival of tractors
of which there wvere none in 1958. Eut the more even distri
bution of milch cattle is a real Dhenomenon which is a conse-
cqucnce of both State intervention and urbanisation in the
neighbourhood of the village. ilarly, the nearly 20 pump-

sets ovned by landowners owning lass than 5 acres is a

Lo

o

reflection of the growth of intensive cultivation ad by
=

alde
State—assisted credit schemes for investment in punpsets,.
Tenancy

In 1916 therz were no tenants. All cultivated lands
were oiner-=cul tivated., In 193¢, however, as much as 1338.7
acres out of a total cultivated area of 1070.95 acres wers
cultivated by tenants. Both crop sharing and the fixed rent
systam were prasant. Tho share rent was genzrally vaid in
kind, and the fixed rent in cash. Under crop sharing the
tenant bore all the expenses of cultivation whilz the land-
owvner Paid the land revenue. The producs was shared equally
while the by product such as Paddy straw or dricd stalks of
cotton was taken by the tenant, If the landowner also supplied
a Part of the wanurc, hiz would gel a half share in the Dye
product. Under the fixed rent system, the tenant would b=ar

all expenses {including some times, the land revenue as well)



20
and pay a fixed monzy rent to the landowner., Whatever the
tenancy syStem, 1t was abparently very difficult to ge
teznants in viay of the uncertainitics caused.by ' ....the

vagaries of rainfall and incscct-pests

By 1958, there had occurred a decline in tenancy, with
only 43,12 acres Joming 4.5 per cent of the arca held by
all resident cultivators. There were oleven tenants among
23 cultivators. Of tho cloven, only one was a pure tenant.
Three owne a,l\ﬁ: chan they leased in and soven owned more
land than they leazed in. 8ix of the tenants opurated on

crol sharing basis, “our on a fixed cash rent basis and only

oric. on As in 1936, cash rantals remainzd

low in 1955, varyvindg from 73,10 to 50 per acre on dry lands,

and from 3.50 to 80 per acre on well irrigated lands. All
orne by the tenant, Under crop sharing both

product and by product were shared equally between landowner

and tenant.

In 1983, a totzal of 37 acres had bzen leaszd in by
Vadamalaipuram houscholds while 15 acres had been lsasad
out by them. One respondent had mortgaged out 1.75 acres

wall drvigated land., Of the 10.5 acres of Thotiam and
20.5 acres of rainfed lands leased in, the bulk of 11 acres

of Thottam and 12 acres of rainfed lands-were accounted for

by two well to-do landholders in the village, ona of tham

being the second biggzst landownsr owning wmore than 50 acres

and. A scrutiny of the tsrns of leg in the various

O

£ 1

nstances of tenancy shows that terms have not changed a groeat

cdeal over the yvears. Cash rentals for rainfed land vary

bebween 40 and 50 rupees Dor acre, The cash rentals for well
rigated land vary fro . 250 Der acre to R3,500 per acre;

vhile tanl irrigated land fetches around 400 to 500 rupecs

Per acrz as annual cash rent,



D
Iy

Crop sharing tenancy scems to have declined over the

-

vears. We came across only one case of crop sharing tenancy

by a lessor respondent and one by a lesscee respondont.

Subse ntly wo camns across a coupble of instances of crop
sharing conncealoed from us during houselisting. Under crop
sharing tenancy, the cost of deeds, Ploughing and transport

of famyard mgnure are equally shared. Transplanting, weeding,
bunding and irrigaticn costs are borne entirely by the tenant.
The landlord bears the cost of farmyard wmanurzs, fortilisar
and pesticides as well as la revenue . llarvest wages are
paid out of gross produce, and Droduce net of harvest wages

is sharzd equally. By groducts are also cqually sharsd. It
would appzar that the terms for the crop sharing tenant have
improved somowhat as coanparcd te 1936 and 1958 whon all costs
axc2pPt land revenuo had to e borne by tcnant, and the product
was still shared ccqually.

Using nct income poer acre figures from Chapter V, one
could cxpPress cash rent as [orcentage of net income. This
would, however, also recquirs some information on cropping

Pattern. Assuming a paddy-cotton sequence in one year on
cll-irrigated land, the annual net income works out to
T2, 2267. A rent Of 75,500 por acre then amounts to 22 per cent,
while at thz lower ond cf 15,250, it amounts to 11 par cent.
This is of course somawhat cruds since interest, depreciation
and land revenue heave Deen excluded in our costing thus
cxaggerating the net roturns per acre. HNonethe =2less, it
serves as a rough indicator. It is not possible to compare
thls directly with crop sharing tenancy where the produce
nat of harvest wages is sharsd scqually sincs in the latter
case input costs are also shared, though not squally. However,
it scems that the cash rent svstem is less onzrous for the
tenant on Palance. But this has to be set against the risk
borne by the cash rent paying tenant with regard to water

avallability, yizld and prices of broduce.



\9)
N

rall, tenancy is not a significant phenomenon in

S.Ghuan, "Palanl‘l_lch}“j A

YMo. 42, Madras Institute
Madras, 1983.

survey®, Working Paper
D’ Ve lopm‘ nt 3tudies,

Incidental L "f, thz number of holdings reported for
1916 comes to only 94 {(vide Table 35) while the
nunber of landowners is reportaed as buind about
114 or 113. It is possible that the holdings for

which data iz presento JL in Tabls 25 exclude the

L ERPEN
holdings of thos. owners who hclu Jand outside the
\rlllqge but not 1n51de. .
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Things had thus chengasd a grecat deal since 1916. The

,

systcem of padials hacd disappearsd. Along with it had dis-

appeared the oracticoe whereby labourors wern provided meals
by tha landlord. ‘tho mode of wage Payment had undergone an

interpesting chandgo. Whils in 1937 pormanant workers were
Pzid moctly in kind, in 1958 thoy were paid in-cash. But
kind payment continusd in respoct of casual labourers, cspe-
cially on larg:s farms. With vernanent farm servants, it was

the other way ar

15 acres accounting

for all kind payr

In 1983, thoyre wert fower Permanent labourcrs—-not mors
than wenty - which was to Do a2xpected in vicw of the decline
in the nunbsry of large holdings. In 1958, holdings sinceeding
15 acres in size had account=zd for orentynine of the thirty
siz pannaiyvals. In 1983, thers were far fower holdings of
ize., The incrzaseze in the intensity of cropping botwoen
283 had led tO an increasz in the duemand for agricul-

1
cural labour. AL The sanc time, the crergence of non-—agricule

aploymnt cpportunitics such as in the nearby spinning

3
e
In
)
&
®
=

mill and in thc matcen factoriss tended to draw labour away
from ajriculturc, Thesz developmants mads casual labour a
more atbttractive propogsition f0r the workers. Even in 1958,

32 out of 42 casual wo answersd a cuestion on whether

thoey wvould wishh Lo ba

cervants answared it in
the negativas, mainly citing the absznce of frecdon and of anvy
limitation on the hours of work for Dermanent workers. At
prasent, perﬁnammt farm scirvants are hired wainly £or the

sks Of cattle tending, irrigating, ploughing and wabtching

J

The mode of wag:s payment is somewhat complicated. Some
permanent farm workers rocesive a monthly salary of Rs, 210/~

but no other percuisites except a sobt of dresscs at Deepavall.

Such farm workers arae gencrally responsible for all field



tasks and for taking care of livestock. Some work as
"pangu-neerpaychis? responsible for irrigation and watching
of crops. As tht terpm suggosts, such workers receive a

share of the crop, usuallv onu tenth (net of harvest wages) s
the sharsz being paid in money in the casc of commercial
crops. The same worliers may work partly on a sharc Dasis and

ge basis, vsually a cash wage of Is.8/-

partly on a cash wa
por working day. We have for instance one casoe where the

workor working for a landlord with 8 acres takoes up irrigation
work on a sharc Dasis on 3 acres whore grain is grown, and

on daily cash wag. basis on 5 acres where cother crops are
grown. “Ghoere are also instances of a pormanent farma workor
roceiving only 50 rupncs a month, but receiving as Percuisites
threo meals a day. Most pormanent farm workers reéod

i
sot of dresscs for Deocepavalil but no other perquisites.

Most of thae 177 agricultural labourcrs are casual labour-

ers. Doth cash and kind wages arce naid

./

to casual workers.

For harvesting, wages arc Paid in kind. Even for harvesting
of cotton, it is not unusual to find kind payment. The kind
wagos recoived ara 1o the workers anC thus con:-
varted into cash. Tor oparations for which women are employed
such as sowing, weeding and trensplanting, kind wages=- usually
millets such as ragi or cumbu-ars paid. For most operations

in which men are ampleyed such as ploughing, bunding, banana

ficld weeding etc., cash wagoes are Paild.

Durqtlon of “mﬁlOVﬁ N ¢

- s > et S e 7w

Thers is not much information on duration of smployment
for agricultural labourers in the 1916 and 1937 survevs. Pre-

sumably in 1916, the =zight e 53 permmancnt labouraers

T |
)

must have worked throughout thoe vear., The fomalz casual
workers numboring 50 to 60 would traditionally have baoen

cmployed in sowing, weeding, transplanting and harvesting.



But we have little cvidence on the guantum of cmploymant

that these women or tho forbty five or so mals casual
labourars would have obtainsd. Tirumalai stated that in

-

1937, the labourers '..... have work throughout the vear
and there is no uncmplovient as such. On the other hand
there is dearth of labour.' Dut this is stated mors as a

1 obsecrvation and no gyotor e is presented.

labourcr's i pudget, Tirumalai
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for a houschold

with wo carnors. The por however, wera

given work throucshout the

In 1958, thore were sixty £ive mals and soventy wo

-

female casual labour The average number of days of

cmployment i to 237 dayve or ncarly 8

months for

..or 7 months for femalcs. The

Permanent workers worked the voar around,

For 1983, we do.not have systomatic aovidence on duration
of employment for casual lavour. Wo have collected data on
cmployment operation-wiss for 5 fmalec and 6 mals WOrkarsSe

1 ) '

oy the men the duration variaed from 155 days to 255 davs,

&

pus

e average boing 200 days of cmployment. For tha women,

s
the figures varicd from 135 days to 360 days with the average

around 215 davs. Thilce on: cannot claim that those cstimates

arc an accurate refloction of thoe cwmployment situation, thoy
arc Probably not far off the mark as indicators of the broad

orders of magni tude

While the data are too crude for us to arrive at defi--
nitive conclusions, sone centative suggestions scem plausibla
The decline in averagoe casual employment for male workers fro
cight months to 200 davs apfpoars to be related to’the tractori-

=

sation of much of Tloughing work. The significant incrcase in
average duration of femalz casual cmployment betwean 1958 and

1983 appears to be the outcome of more intensive cropping and
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higher vields arising therefrom. The greoater part of femals
cmployment is in harvesting and threshing which accounts for
nearly 65 per cent of total female casual labour days in our
sample.

Wages and working conditions

R, e L

Damachandran roeported in 1216 that the permancont labour-

crs - all mals —~ rocoived three meals a day and wages at
rate

usual s, AS long =s his debt sncoesnded the wages credited
to him, he was pound to thoe master and couwld not leavie his
scervice. Casual labourers gencrally reccived monay wages at
the rate of five to eight annas per day for males and four to
six onbas per day for females. Whers woges wore paild in kind,
males recoived two Modras measurces of grain and a midday weal,
while the women got the same omount of grain ut not the mid-
dov mzal. At the then provailing price of k.2 to 10 for onc
6 Madraos measures) of cumbu or ragi, the
ind equivalont of male cash wage rates work out to 3 to 5
Madras monsures of millets ond that of the fomale cash wage
3% Madrag nmeasurcs of millets. If we assume

that threc meals e dey werc cquivalent to onc Madras neasure

of grain (with 1 M = 1.46 kg of cumbu or ragi, this is
cuite gencrous), wnd teke the daily equivalent of the annual

cash wage of 50 to 60 rupsoes into account, the Permenent
labourers and padials were then getting a total grain equi-

0

valont of not more than 3 Madras measures par day. Thus the

casual daily wage ratc was generally higher than the pannial's

Thirumalai has reporited thot the customary wage in 1937
was 3 measures of grain per day. There is, haovever, no data
on cash wages for cosual workers, which according to Thirumalal

have

fluctuated frecquently. Thus wages in real terms sceom to
ramained constant betweon 1916 and 1936 for permanant workears

5

who were usually pald in kind,

omd
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ro angaged in field

TO [3e 210 por month which

paid to fomale casual

labour varicd booreen 33 ond 4 rupces por day. Kind wages
vhen pPaid werce mostly paid in ragl or cumbu, and amountod to
asures for women and 3 Madras measures for mén.
cunbu Was I5, 1480 por kg in 1983, or approximately
er Madras mecasure. This mcans that t rcal wagoe rate
for men works out in terms of cumbu to 2,65 to 3 measures per
day. - For women the grain squivalent of the daily cash wags
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rate comss out to be 2 to 2.2 measures of cumbu., Thus,
’\

comparad with 1958, rzal wage rates wers higher in 198

3
However, thoy were no higher than what they had becn in
n

1916 and for casual lobourers, definitelv lower than

1916,

nind 4

The main factor beh the increase in rsal wage rates

-
3

Dotreen 1958 and 1983 has boen tho grovth of non agricultural

emP>loymen i rtunitizes in thoe form of the spinning mi an
oloy t opport Lt £ tl pinning 11 and

3

the local match manufactorics. Women workers in the match
units could czarn, on plec: rate basis, aboult 4 rupces a daye.

ale workers in the spinning will would on confirmation earn

a good deal more Dor month than tho permanent farm worker's
salary OFf ke 210/« por wmonth., A mill worker with 15 yecars of
experience in the mill was gotting 5,964/ por month. The

avallability of such avenuecs of employvment together with the

increcase in the intunsity of cultivation and the emigration
of a large numbor of cducated off spring of NWaidu households,
appoar to have led to a relative increase in the demand for

agricultural labour and a marginal improvement in the bargain

ing pogsition of thoe fana worke

Conditions of vork differ guite significantly belween
permanint workers and casual labourecrs. Tvpically the worke
ing day for a Permancnt viorker would bogin at 5.30 or 6.00

ae.ti. He would collect thue dung and urine from thoe cattle

shud. He would thin have a brealk for broakfast for about half

o 2

an hour, and the next tasik would be ficld work commencing

around 8,00 cr 8,30 a.m. o would e in the £i21d till about
3.00 to 3.30 P.m. with a saocrt break for the wid day meal.

At the cnd of the ficld work, ho would fetch fodder for live-
stock and go home ©or a snort rest. He would return around
4.00 p.ms and once again engage in cattle shed cleaning and
other livestock related work till sbout 6 p.m, Thus the

minimum length of the working day for a Dormanent labourar
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is twelve hours. Some time:s hoe might have to put in leonger
hours, such as when transporting the caployor's produce for
sale to Virudhunagar or Srivilliputhur. On days when there
is no york in the ficlds (¢.g. due to rain), the permancnt
worker would noncthelass have to come ané clean the cattle
shad, clear tho cattle night soil, fecsd the cattle and wmilk

tho milch animals, in the morning and in the evening. For

this work, he would not be pald anything. SO oL thec so-calle

-

Yermanont worlkers arce alloved te accept outside employment on
such days. Thoste doys usually do not oxcosd 3 to 4 days in a
wonth. Thus the permancnt workoer mostly works long hours,

and docs 80 without gutting paid for somz of the hours workad.

Casual labourers worl: only in the ficlds, and from around

till arouvnd 3 D.m. with a Dreak for the mid

Annugl carnings

oo ea e P

While wage rates might nave gonerally risen for agricule-
iral labourcrs, thi same noed not necessarily be true for
annual carnings, since the guantum of employment might have
movad in thz ooposite direction. Theo svidence on duration

of cmployment rovicwed carlier suggested that the average

number of days of cmployment in a year for casual workers was

t
ond 215 for females, reProsenting

Fo

2
docline of 40 dave in tha case of males and an increase O
meles.  As we notoed earlicer, the tro elements
of mechanisacion - tractorisation and the introduction of
1k he domand for male agricul-~
tural labour, whil. tho opcrations for which women arc
usually employed such as weoading, transplanting and harvesting
have not beon mechanised, Demend for female labour has in
fact marginally increoaszsd on accbunt of the greater cropping

intonsity made pousibls by the pumpscet.

d



The avorage annual ecarnings of o casual male agricul-
turzl labourcr in 1983 work cut, on the basis of sample
data, to Ps. 1400 to s, 1600. Tor a femals casuval worke the

annual wags income is kotreen 13.750 and M.860,

In 1983, thore were 166 landless households. O0Of these,

thirty three houscholds (which included cight one-porson
houscholds) depondzd almost solzly on agricultural labour
for their livelihood. Tor theso houscholds, the avaerago

numbeyr of worliers per houschold was 1.74. Ths average annual
wadge income of such a houschold works out to roughly 90 per
cunt of 55,2300 i.v.., 2070 ruDees. In bPer capita terms this
amounts to about 5,740 in 1983 prices which is significantly
below the rural poverty ling norm. HMost landless agricultural
Labour houschiolds would thus be woll below tho poverty ling

choy had no other scurce of income. Some of thom in fact

LAY

.
=

4o not have any additional sourc: of income., Some Ttry to
gupplunont theilr earmings by non agricultural cmplovment such
as in road construction or v atch works or bv raising sheep
and goats on a lease bhasis. The situation of agricultural
labourers is thus not very different from what it had been
earlier. Etn:TylHL &“5ﬁEGEVJd.in 1636 that, 'it will be
Falrly correct to say that a landless labourer's family gots

only about wvo thirds of the income necessary for subslstence

L2,

cven on a low standard.' And tho survey report for 1958 had
stateds 'The position of the agricultural labour houschold

is not desporate, only becausce of a larger nunber of workergs-—
an average of 2.3 workers per houschold'

Supplemontary incomg

Not surprisingly agricultural labour households try to
supplement thelr income through other activitiss. ®Bight of
the thirty thre: households referred to own milch cattle
mostly acquir:d under government sponsorad schemzs. 60 of

KO

the 166 landless households are non-agricultural, with 33 of
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irely dependent on mill work. 8ix households
rk with work in the match factory or_in agri-

Landless agriculiura
seven/hous=zholds gensrally com-

ulture. The residual six
bine agricultural labour with sone non agricultural employ-
mant such as in match units or with gidslins activities such

=
L

as raising of milch cattle and selling of milk obtained

Wwentynine landless households owvn milch cattles., Right
of these are from among the thirty three households already
referred to as being otherwvise entirely dependent on agricul-

tural wage labour. another sicht are mill worker hcuseholds.

g
)_J‘
o]

ght landless households are involwved leasing in on

a share Pasis goats cor shoep. OFf thesz once is otherwiso
depencent entirely on agricultural wags income. The system
of lease worits as follows. The owner of goats leaves a

cartaln numbeyr of goats with the lasses., The lessee has to

tend the stock, and within the spacifisd contract period

turn to the lessor the same number of goats (or goats with

equivalent value), The stock that remains would be shared
aqually by the lessor and lessse., Though no explicit interest
is charged on the value of the ock initially leased out,
there is often an implicit interest element in the low price
received by the leasgsez for goats sold to the lessor. Net
income from this activity consisting of rentals received by
rroviding the goats for penning in the {fislds overnight, and
of income from sale of ths animals, appesars to be marginal,
and would pProcably not make a great deal of differencs to the
income levels of thase landless labour households. The ecight
landless houssholds arning milch animals but otherwise solely
depencient on agricultural labour are very likely somewhat
better Off, since thers is a guaranteed markest for milk, and

o

r purchase of livestock are available from private

e

na government socurces.
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Mor= important for most landless agricultural labour

(=

houszholds as a source of supplementing incoms is wor] n

ry

the local match factories (and the ones inThiruthangal
>t

and Sivalkasi cent) . An idea of how desperate

the heads of households are to get additional

income L£rom b2 obtained from the fact that the

have pledged n tc work in thesse factceries for

even such paltry loans as a hundred or two hundred rupeses.

Non~Agricultural Occupations

a ey

We shall conclucde this chapter with a brizf discussion

of non—-agricultural occcupations.

r IIT that betrsesn 1958 and 1983,
the classification of the Vadamalaipuram workforce by indus-
try had L desl. The chars of monufacturing in
the total workforce was negligible in 19586, In 1983, 222
workers out of a workforce Of 722 were emploved in manuiac-
turing activity. Non-agricultural employment as a whole had
expanded significantly, accouniing for 396 workers. Thz two
most important socurces of non-—agricultural wage empPloywment
were the match factories and the nsarby spinning mill employ-

ing 124 and 70 workers respectively.

The match factories employved 101 women and 23 men. The
mill emplovead only male vorkers. 64 of the 124 persons
iz & ¥

employed in the match factories were children, 51 off these
being females. Tages in the match factory were Daid on
plece-rate basis. FHorking hours varied. On an average, a
worker would zarn between .3/~ and Is.4/«~ per day by woriting
for =ight to ten hours. Children as young as six and seven

Ve Je are found to uyork sarning even less.

#1111 workers are all adult males, with the siception

of one fourteen year old boy. Wages at the mill are low
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to begin with. The workeyr ig initially taken on as a casual
labourer and is pald anywhere between thize and Five rupaes
dally. On being mals perm wanent, the worker is placed on a
monthly Dasic Pay of 73,125~ plus dearness allowance. One
wvorker with 16 vyears of exPeriance was gaitting s.964/- per
menth, vary likalv the highest wage since this worker had
beenn in the factory sinc: its incepticn and was also the
leader of the monagemsnt sponsored union.

There are 28 yorkers in manufacturing other than those

in the mill and the mateh factorizs,., They are scattere
n
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facturing, the major non agricultural
vois ﬂgirTinga As noted earlisr, while there has
sharp decline in the number of plough bullocks in

the village between 1958 and 1983 consecuent upon the intro-

duction of pumpsels ana tractors, there has on the other hand
been a significant increase

from 86 in 1958 to 170

in the number of milch cattle
n 1983. TFurther, landless and small

countea for the greater sharsof milch

o e

cultivator hous=holds a
cattle. In 1953, landless and small cultivator housenholds
owning upte 5 zcres possessSsd less than a sixth-14 out of
86«0f the milclh catils in the village, In 1983, the same
group accountz=d for more than half- 34 out of 67-0f the cows,
0 out of 103 of the shea-buffaloes

. AR

and nearly sevaniv Der conge7
ne ornership of

in the village. Bxemining &l milch cattle
astewise, we find that Harijans fare significantly better
than they do in relation to othe assets. Pallars own nearly

N

a fourth <17 ocut of 67 = of #he cOws, and a little over a
third-35 out of 103 she-buffalo=s. The increass in ovnershi»
of milch animals by small cultivators and. landless labourers—

the latter owned 43 out of the 170 milch cattls in 1983 as
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provision of loans and

and small farmers to purchase
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including a co-operative sociestv,
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CH/-,P’“ER VIAII g QO(“IAL RILATIONS
The prececding chapters have reviewed the demographic
and economic changes that have occurred in Vada malaipuran

over the last sixty odl years. In this chapter we briefly
a

alations rPravalling in the village, noting

1w changes that have occurrad,

Oppression agalnst H

Contrary to the
Haswell, discrimination agains

. - ; . : 1/ o
to be a feature of the social L £ tha willags.-™ Suotle

chang=s have, hos Qur indguiriess

i, occurr
in the village revealed that it is mostly the HWaidus whe
insist on practising untouchapility. In a conversation

with vg, a respondonbt from the Chalkikiliv

bt
w
~
Q
E
"}
J
c
NS
U
‘—J
&

anl Yallars were like relacives but

the I"aidus were different., A Pallar respondeant narrated
c liscrimination pPractised by the MNaicdus.
¢ wersz informed that up until a Lew years ago, Harvija

oculd walk throuch the Ialdu streast only if they were bare-

enployment in manufacturing

-

Pallars nave to a certain cxtent asserted themselves. Todav

they walk wearing sandals, and ride on bicycles through

Maidu streets. Until a few years ago, the Pallars as a
matter of village cunton wers required to Derform certain

services whenever a caste lindu disd., These included burying
of the corpPse and bringing bacdk the cot on which the corpse
had been carricd. Ihen a mill worker whose turn it was to do

this work on one occasion refused, The Naidus threatenad

D

various punishments, but ths will woirker sto

O
then, only the Chakkiliars pPerform these services. Thew appear

U}

to be still economically and numerically too weak to assert
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their rights. Bven rnow, Cheaiitkiliars do not r

®

their

although they nov wallk

ba |
i

=8

blcyclee through the aidu

through the strzet wenring sandals. Chakkiliars are also
required to dParform cariain other services under what is
knaown as the "pagadnil® syoten.

HD 1

fagadai System®

— T e P g TAEA s

Under this stam, =11 landowning households other

than Chakkiliars are divided into brelve groubs of as

nearly equal size as possiblz and in such a manner that each
group includss big, medium and small land avners. The
households of zach grows arz listed on separate chits of
Paper. Thers are Wolve main fauilies among Chakkiliars

and each family draws a chit. For the houscholds listed

t, the woOrking

s i wers of the Chakkiliar family
rmust perform the felloging

&

s.rvicas., They must clean the

threshing floor. They must collect the harvestad crops

from the f£icld ond bring it Lo ths threshing floor using
carts supplied by the landavner, They mugt help in winnoving

and threshing along with other workers cngaged by the land-
owner, Pachk the graln in bags and deliver it to the land-

a
awuner's house. They must clean ths & field after

g
™
(€]
163
Y
“l .
3
jte)

elated vork, a wage asgual to
vest wages is Pald. The faally
ching and guarding the crops at

laboursrs from neighbouring

hamlets when o lad pecific farmm operations like harvesting .

The working wonan of the Chai<iiiliar houschold are also
recuired to perfoirm the labour of manuring the fields with
farmyard manurs, a scrvice for which theay are not paid. If
soma onez dies in the landavnsr's family, the bhead of the
Chakkiliar household -- knoin as "Pagadai' - has Lo act as

a mzssenger and convey the naws Lo all their rolatives



Anong the earlicr studies of this village, only
Thirumalai's refersto the "Pagadai system. Comparing
his account with the present situation, one finds that
some changes have taken place over the Veors. Barlier
the Pagadails had to wake footwear and stitch the mhotes
required for raising water for irrigation from the wells
the landovner familiss assigned Lo them. They no
anger do thig. Also, in an interesting indicaticon of the
increasing commercialisation of the rural econony, Wwo

Chakkiliar mill workers liave

out thelr Pagadal rights

an annual lease of Ps, 200/

to other Chakkiliar housshold

zach.

Caste Relatione

e s paa e e e emga S one

=
71

As noted earlier, the MNaldus ara both economically and
numerically the doninant caste in the village. This has been
the case throughout, from 1916 to 1983. Over the yoars, a
process of "castz congolidation®™ has taken place in the sense
that a nunber of (numerically) minor castes have disappsared,

and we now have five major castes: Chakkiliar, Konar, I

=

Pallar and Thevar. 7Tite wost significant change that sesmns
ion

to have taken rlace with regpect to caste rala s is the

breakdown Of a corboratist village commuinity © characterised by

—t

the domingnce of Waidus. a nunber of agricultural labourars

of the Thevar comminity had earlier been staying in maleshift
Y i

Premises located in the czttlesheds of Waidu landovners, which

provided the latter an indirect control over the labour of the
former. Nearly a docacs ago, these labourers movad out and
bullt themselves huts in §¥§5g§5§;§}?§?e,, govaernment land)
near the main road e tween Virudhunacar and Sivakasi. This
settlement is what has become "Anna Colony®. Initially, the
Naidu landavners tried to prevent the regularisation of these
sectilements and to get them demolished. A social boycott of

the Thevar laboursrs was also sought to be organised., Tha
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labourers were vrevenioed from Jurchasing theiy provisions
rom the local shops. However, the landowners had to give
up thesae aofforts as a result of both economic and political
hore was a laour shortage and the people
of Anna Colony maneged to got the support of the ruling

)

Party MLA. Dest accept the existence

of aAnna Colouy, continued in various ways
o . instance,
to harass tha £ the colony. They have, for/blocked

r ]
the provigion of pips connoctions to the colony from the new

water tank that has been completed, and is to provide water

for domestic uswe.

Vet anothicr indicator of the erosion of a social consensus

under ths lsadarship of the Naidus is orovided by the breakdorn

of collsction of tax on local agricultural produce

the villags for sale. The system Jmown as "Mahimai®

uszd to be coawmon to the village as a whole. The systom also
provided for nominal taxes on Provision and other shops and

-
commarcial establishmoents in the village.  7The right of
g g

.

collecting the teyes would be avctioned sach year to the

Q

highest bidder, vith ceilings on tax rates imposed by the
panchayat Doard. The agnount collected was mainly spent on two
temple Testivals. Harijans and Thevars were of course all

R

along marginal to th

-

s system of tatation since they had little
land and did not usuzlly havz any surplus produce for sale.

Thus, “Mahimai® was =ossentially an arrangemsnt involving the

et

Taidu ané Konar houscholds. A few years ago, hasever, a
dispute arose beotween thess bvo communities in rezlation to
BMahimai®, as a consecuence of which Konars broke off from

the common liahimai and set up thoir own separate Mahimal. Mow

i
L

here are two Mahimais in the village, sach sbecific to a caste.
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rlier surveys have referred to the degree of social
cohesion and local initiative that marked cut Vadamalaipuranm
from most other villages. Thirumalai remarks that '.... fow
villages in South India havs attained the reputation £for
corporate activities of svery kind that Vadanalaipuram had
done and maintained for avbout Wwenty y:=arc. The co-operative

gociety which flourished the time of

1916 was

at

considered a model, thou

and gones intoc licuidation.

an actively functioning =

of a panchayat board of sixtzuen Dersong.

board, we are told, we
’

ro appointzd by the

retained thelr nmecdbarchin wnitil

witly the

of grave misconduct,

probably be correct in Dresuming

include Harijans and

I

riight bren

h.j'\/vv

Naidus. nethelecs, the fact at an

was functioning, that it met rsgularls

o

had the farsh to mrovide for the

1t

g

3 o
<

-

school out oOf
thesa

he co-ope

testify to the T
than

society had gone

cohesive

the village Even in 1936,

into liguidation,

although
an elect

as well as an elected panchayat court w

thea
gh by 1936
As early as 1916,

administration whicn

th ez

telected?

LS

rative

Lo

o=

first survey in

it had collaps

h

the village

=
s

in the han
ocf the

and

was
The

villax

membe rs

rs

cept in

casas

hindsight, cns would

board <did not
solely composzd of
panchayat

i a month,
running of

society-all

character of the scocial 1life of

the co-operative
d panchayat board

functioning. The

board members were electad once in three vears, and carried
on the administration of the village with the assistance of
the Karmam and the Mungiff. “The board met at least oncz a
month. Among the achievements of the village listed by
Thirumnalai were the starting and working of ths first co-~

operative soclety in the
introduction
colle

such as lighting

institution,

organised system of tax ction, and e

amenities of streets,

pendilture

librars

ening of a grain lending

a

Jucation, well
on local

L
2CCo,
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By 1958, however, much of this had disappeared, An
glected panchayat continued to exist, and according to
Haswell, had one liarijan memver. The inclusion of the

the

goi
et
Q
<
}_;
aF

®

village in the U.E.3, 2lock in 1952 helvad
village some additional economic and so

as batter roads and improved drainage. Dult the process of

)

disintegration of the community as a corporate entity that

had set in esarliasr continued. 7The co-operative soclety was
never revived. The introduction of pumpset irrigation led

Lo a further strengthening of individual econ nomy. These
trends havz continmued. WWhile there was at least an electaad
pgnchajac in 1958, even this no longer exists. With the
estruction of whatever was left of democratic institutions
at the panchayat level and thea breakdown in social cohesion

i1
arlier enforced by the dominant landed gentry drawn from the

(e

'aldn and Konar communities, the ecarlier tradition of social

I

cohesion and local initiativs seem to have more or less

disappesared



CHAPTER IX : THE CHANGING FACE OF VADAMALAIPURAM

In the foregoing chapters, we have attempted to review
the economic and social chancges that have taken place in
Vadamnalaipuran between 19216 when it was first surveyad and
1983. The aspects of demograrhic change, shifts in occupa-
tional structure, social infrastruciure, the state of agri=-
culture, ownership and distribution of land and other asseis,
the conditions of agricultural and non~agricultural labour
and social relations have bsen dealt with in succession. A
comprehensive review and comparison of the specific aspects
at four different points in time-~1916, 1936, 1958 and 1983
has not been possible on account of differences in scope and in
the methodologies adopted in the vaorious surveys. Nor has it
been possible to provide an exhaustive picture of the social
and econcomic life of the village in 1983 in view of the
limited coverage of our survey and constraints of time, data
and resources. MNonetheless, ecnocugh svidence has been put
together to snable us to attempt, in this chapter, an asSess—
ment of the changss that have occurred. Our focus shall be

mainly on the period 1958-83.

The demographic changes described earlier highlight the
fact that the village achieved some degree of demographic
stability only towards the end of the 'fifties, with a steady
groyth in population since 1953, which accelerated in the
'seventies. Thi: appears to have been made possible by wio
developments. One was the introductior of the new technology
in agriculture, particularly the rapid spread of motorised
lift dirrigation, which made the use of high vielding variety
seeds, chemical fertilisers and pesticides worthwhile and
also contributed to an increased intensity of cropping. The
other development was the emergence of industry in and near

the village, specifically the spread of mateh industry from
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nearby Sivakasi tco the village with five match units func-

cioning in the village now, and the starting of the Swamiji

0

pinning mills two kilometers Lfrom the village on the road

to Viruchunagar. While in the absence of vital tatistics

G}

and in view of the very limited data available, it is not
si

i

ble to provide a sysStematic and conclusive demog raphic
analysis, the data on migration certainly support the hypo-
thesis advencad above, A third develorment should also be
not=d., This is the growth of an educated worlkiforce, consisting
especially of trained teachers and clerical employeses in
government and Private service, but also of a number of
unemployed youth. The rise of education has led to some

1-1 o
Lo

emigration, in the absence which the rate of growth Of

ok
population would hav: benn greater.

The period between 1253 and 1983 has witn sed a deci=~

0
9}

sive and dramatic changs in the economnic life

O
i

the village.
wWhile agriculture was almost the scole activity in 1953, a
remarkably diversificd occul . cional structurs had come ToO

prevail by 1983. The share of manufacturing in total emPloy-

O

mant rose to 30.75 par cent by 1983 from as low a figure as
ar cent in 1958, The major contributions have coOme from
-he spinning mill and the match factories. The occupational

turags of all th

0]

major castes show a greater diversity
o)

¥t

c

in 1983, but the degree of change is unecual and the character
0f it different. Thevars and Fallars have mostly got into
employment in manufacturing, while Waidus have also diversified
considerably into educated and professional employment. The
Chakkiliars have bsnefited the least. The incrzased availabi-
lity of employment oppcrtunities in manufacturing has led to

-

increased female participation in the workforce, and a greater

sroportion of the female workforce 1is in manufacturing than

el

is the case for the male workforce. DBut male workers in
manufacturing are mostly in the relatively modern mill while

5

all the fzmale workers in manufacturing are enployed. in the
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technically backward match units located within or very
near the village. The mill workers are organised into

unions while therz are no unions in the match sector,

The mill and the match units have also had an impact

on social relaticons-especially caste relations—in the
village. Harijans now walk through the caste-iHindu stusets
where the match units are located and work side by side with
then in the factories. The significant employment of Pallars
in the mill and theiyp expositre to and involvement in union
activity has led them Lo assert their democratic rights.
They—“ﬁpﬂc1ally the yvouth among them-are far less subservient
to the doninant landowners bolonging to Halidu and Konar castes.
Howeveyr, caste oporession has by no means bzen eliminated.
Bven among the Pallars, cuite a few serve as pannaiyals to
Haidu landlords, and are subjected to various forms of discri-
mination. In the casz of Chakkiliars, thelr continued near-
total dependence on agriculturcsl labour for a livelihood mzakes

them zlmost entirely dependent on the landlords. =Jven today
they continue to serve as ‘pagadai' and must observe the

L . , . 1
traditional norms of subservience to caste Hindu landlords.=’

The smergence of emplovment opportunities in manufacturing
has bzen a positive aid to the Thevar households in breaking
out of their servitude to laidu landlords. With the rise of

a demand for labour from the mills, the local match units,

]
]

and match and other industiial units which cams up rapidly
in nearby Sivakasi and Thiruthangal during this period, there
was g relative labour shortage. This created a situation where
the landowners could not musclzs the labourers into gubmission
when the Thevar households managed to move out of the cattle-

sheds of landlords to huts nzar the main road from Virudhu-

nagar to Sivakasi.



Even in 1916, Vadamalaipuram was a relatively ‘modern’
village with a flourishing co-operative socie 2ty, an elemen-
tary school offering fresz instruction, a drainage system
and a functioning village administration. Over thas decades,
there has been considerable Progress in social infrastructure.
Schooling upto the tenth standard is now available in the
village. A far higher proportion of children in the school--
going age group attend school now than in sarlier years,
anong both caste Hindus and Hari jans. Electricity has come
to the village. The post office with telephone connection
Lo the Sivakasi sxchange highlights the improvement in commu-
nications, The a nce in litzracy and education has besn
remarkable. This is particularly tiue of female literacy.

cour

The advance in liter: se been uneven, and

(8]
9]
b
b’
)
n
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literacy levels remain low for Thevars and Harijans, Even
more tneven has been the progress at highar levels of education,
these being almost entirely moncpolised by the Maidu and Konar

landowning households,

=
A

The agrarian economy of the village has besn modernised

'

Gly since Ind

s}

ak Dendence, and more Particularly in the

et
ast trenty five years. Bven in 1916, commercial crops

o

med part of the cropping patitern of the village. Commayr-
cialisaticon has sincs then increzased a great deal, with
paddy and millets also being produced for the market now.
The technical modernisation in the form of Pumpset irrigation.
anc use of tractors, bigh vielding variety seeds, chenical
artilisers and pasticides, has l2d +o more intensive Ccropping
and highs=r yields Bewweon 1958. and 1983, yields of all major
ops - Paddy, cotton, chillies, ragi and cumbu-have increased
substantially. The vields are also higher than the average
r Tamil MNadu for sach of these crops.g/ Haowever, with the
substantial increasse in costs, Per acre returns in real torms

have probably not increased by very much,
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With the introduction of pumpsz=ts and the advent of
tractors, there has been a sharp £all in draught cattle
stock bztween 1958 and 1983, The use of tractors has also
meant a displacement of male agricultural labour engaged
for ploughing even as it has led to enormous incomes for
the handful of tractor osners. The increase in cropping inten-
sity and yizlds have led to increased female employment in

transplanting, weeding and harvesting.

Land distribution in Vadamalaipuram-as pPractically

everywhera else in India- is hiighly unagual. This has been

the case throughout. But what is new is that thes modeini-

@
()]

sation of agriculture between 1958 and 1983 has led to a

iree of concentration of land

0l
S)

e de

5

marginal increassz in t

other assets. Nearly 80 per cent of households in 1983 wers

s

Lt

either landless or held less than 5 acraes of land as compared
to only around 55 Der cent in 1958. Real wages £or agri

tural labour have hardly increasad bLetyeen 1916 and 1983.
tlowever, while real wages hoed declined substantially bauween
1916 and 1252, the period 1958 and 19

33 was one of a3 rise in
a

8
wages Of agricultural labour, a risz largely brought about by

-

3

n increase in emPloyment opportunities in manufacturing

activity. Hoyevzyr, since this increase has been accompanied
F

by a decline in the npunmber of days of employment for males,

—n

annual earnings have rzmained more or less the sane over the

i

last twenty five voars. The ver capita annual income of
households solely duependent on agricultural labour works out
to be around 1s,740, well below the poverty line in 1983. Many
agricultural labour households seek supplementary income from
livestock railsing and employment in match factories in the

v

village and in necarby Thiruthangal.

The overall picture that one gets is thus of scme major

structural changes in the economy of the villags, of which

2t

the mosgt imbportant arz the modarnisation of agriculture and
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the rise of manufacturing activitya However, thazse changes
have takan Place wwuh{ﬂ the constraints of a highly unequal
Adigtribution of land;%ther asscts, and of political and

social power as well, Mne neyw technology has made agriculture

Proiitable for the dominant landovnars while the small cultie

in the trap of increasing costs on
Che on= hand, and unreamunerative and sharply fluctuating

Prices for produce on the othezr. The bigrer landovners have

r
F A
1%
-
(
C’
(n

:n able to cushion themselves to some cxtent against
the vagarics of nature and thz dro
into Drofessicnal employmant, The biggest among them have

found a lucrative new sSource of income in the business of

hiring out tractors., TFor the landless agricultural labourers,
the new gtratecy has Deen of little benzefit with a decline in

aumber cf days of :mploymsnt offsetting the increzase in wagas.

-

The rise of manufacturing has been a positive Facktor in

enalling wmany agriculwural labour and small cultivator house-

nelds to survive, both dizectly by the smplovament it has

T )

provided and incirectly ky inducing a rise in wages of agri-

cultural labkour.

The ongeoing process of modernisation assisted by state

‘.J
-

)
6]
H
f D

ntion has helped improve soOcial

rastructure, but
here again the major béneficlaries have been the landovning
ting of a szction of 11aidu and Konar households.
A significant dagrec of correspondence continues to exist
Letreen caste and occupation, with lMaidu and Konar landawner
households monenolising the profassional and educatad occupa-—
ons, and Thevar and Harijan households mainly engaged in
agricultural labour, and tC a lesssr extent in manual employe
ment in match Ffactories and the mill, The process of moderni-
saticn has lad to a breakdown of social cohesion and the social
cons:nhsus zarlicr imposad by the dominant landed gentry. A

posi tive element in the process, however, has boen the elimination



of some of the wmorc crude forms of caste oppression, at

as the Pallars are concuorned. But sven thi

¢]

Ls far Lrom complete and ha. bsoen fesisted by the Laidu
landlords. Partionlorly disturbing in this regard is bl
parsistence of cwssce ideology among the vouth of the village.

many of them educatad.

1o sum wp, thers has Dewn considerable cconomic growin

and modormisation in Vadszmalai»uram over the sizxty odd vears
Cce lvwas filigt survayaed in 1916, but it has failed to
significantly improve the standards of living of the mass of

the populstion. Through all the changes that have occurred.

nave ChrasEivasg, should of course be hardly
surprising sincs the changes Cakon Dlacs within the

contoxt of 2 vrior discribution

oroductiocin, and ot thz Dazls of

“rotect and reirnforc

the omershin structure, State intar.
vention too has scrupuvlousl respocted the rules of the gamai

and wore often than not, actively intezprvenced on behalf of

ol gconomically and socially dominant stratum.
A S
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