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This study is based on data collected for a larger study
of backward classes and reservations in the context of
British educational and smployment poligies from 1800 to
1947, and the politics of reservations from 1950 to the
present centering around the special treatment provisions

of the Indian Constitution.

In the present series on indigenous Indian gducation,
there will be two more papers on the discriminatory
dimensions of indigenous education in the ecarly 19th

century Madras and Bengal Presidencies.

The author is grateful to S Guhan, Eugene ? Irschick,
N Jayaram, CT Kurien, K Nagaraj, S Subrananian, and

A Vaidyanathan for their comments on the draft of this
part of the study. The author is also grataful to
Nagaraj for his help in preparing the Tables, and to
GN Rao and D Narayana for their help in obtaining the

Census data used in the study,.



1 IMNTRODUCTION

In part I of this four-part study we argued that the
institution of indigenous Indian education was founded on
the principle of social closure as revealed by the caste-
discriminations in this institution, and that the mastaphor
of a Beautiful Tree employed by Gandhi to describe this

Iinstitution and the subsecuent efforts to vindicate tha
appropriateness of this metaphecr were sariously misplaced.

.To set the record straight and to provide an indis-
pensakle backdrop to our understanding of the sources, the
naturae, and the ramifications of the discriminations, in
that part of the study we attempted a broad-baszd descrip-
tive account of the institution in all its characteristics
and complexity as could be comprehended from the available
data. -

Our attempts led us to an analysis of the natute of
_indigenous schools and the nature and extent of indigenous
instruction.

Our analvegis of the nature of indigsznous schools brought
out their important aspects such as habitat, maintenance, and

membership,

Our dascription of the habitat showed the gensral
absence cf mural dimension to these schools. We attributed
this absencs té the attempts of the Hindu legislators to
keep the institution unobtrusivs, inzsnmuch as the riss of
large buildings and edifices would have rendered prevention
of the excluded groups from participation in it more Aiffi=-
cult, '

Our discussion of the maintenance of the schools showed
that communal and state patronsge was virtually confinad to
the education of the Brahmins in the Sanskrit schools and
that as a result of this discriminatory patronage instruction



in these schools was free, often along with frze board and
lodging of the students, wharecas instruction in the Verna-
cular and the Arabic and Persian schools was expensive,

often so exhorbitantly as to prevent from effective parti-
cipation in education majority of even those social groups

who were in theory allowed participation in it,

While our statistical delineation of the membership
of the schools showad their single-tzacher character and
small-size, we argued that these characteristics were not
necessarily ralated to cach cther and that viewed from the
parspective of pre-British Indian socisty, it was in the
‘interest of the teacher toc opcrate alone instead of sharing
his profession with others in the same school as in the
pPresent schools. For that, the teacher who was always a
male, and ideally a Brahmin, clothed, fed, lodged, reveread,
and.worshipped by the society at largs, represented his
society in both secular and religious spheres as both a

disciplinarian and a high-ranking authoritarian.

While our discussion of the nature of indigenous instruc-
tion from the perspective of its stages and methods, character
and quality, and the pravalenc: and characteristics of domas—
tic instruction showed its imperfections and inadequacies,
our.assessment of the extent of instruction showed that
despite all disclaimers education had an extremely thin
spread in the whole of British Indi a.

Our attempts, in part I, to thus profile the instituticn,
\mainly as it existed in carly 19tn century British India,

established a more than prima facie case for our contention

that it had g strong discriminatory basis to itI. Our anélysis,
in part II, of the data of the Madras Presidency educational
enquirios of 1822-25, substantiated this cass in unequivécal
terms in terms of the wide differentiations in the access of
the principal social groups to the institution of indigenous
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aducation in that Presidency2. Our analysis, ‘in the presant
part, of the data of the Bombay Presidency educational enqui-
ries of 1824-25, will bes an extended and » more involuted
version of our exerciseas in part II, andwill cover the
caste-differentiations in the access to both learning and

teaching.
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2 CASTE-DIFFERENTIATIONS IN ACCESS TO LEARNING

On caste-differentiations in access to learning in
Bombay Presidency, the data available arc mainly on sle-
mantary schools and'partly on domestic instruction and
higher learning.

2.1 Elaomentarvy schools

The data on elementnry schools are, a) on the caste-
wise populaticon of boys under instruction, and b) on, what
may be termed subject to furthar explanation, the caste-wise
populaticn of boys of school?going aga3. The former are
available in the returns of the Collectors of Ahmadabad,
Ahmednagar, Dharmwar, XKhandesh, and South Concan, =nd of
the Ahmedabad Judgz; while the latter are available only

in the Khandesh and Scuth Concan returns.,

Of these returns, the data in all but the Scuth Concan
return were colleécted by the British administrators as part
of their routine work. In view of this, and in view of the
other reasons stated in part I, these data cannot bo axpected
to have the rigour and reliability of a scientific survay.
The data in the South Concan return were based on elakerate
enquiries by Lt TR Jervis, a person actively engaged in the
promotion of Indian education even long before the Presidency
Governor Mountstuart Elphinstone ordered the educational
enquiries. 1In forwarding Jervis® report to Farish, Secrctary
to the Bombay goverrment, the South Concan Collector stated
that Jervis had already devoted much timz and attention to
the improvement of Indian education, collected a lot of infor-
mation on it, and taken great pains in the Preparation of
the report (Parulekar, 1). 1In the light of the report under
Preparaticn by Jervis, the South Concan Judge refrained from
preparing another report and requestsd the govaermeant to

refer to Jervis's roport. In his lcotter to Farish, he wrcte:
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“Jervis' report will be a document contairiing in every
respect the most clear and satisfactory account on the
subject of schools, since Lt Jervis appears to have
bestowed every possible attention to the subjesct" (Parule-
kar, 53). In view of these remarks one would have expectad
the south Concan data to be free from errors. But, as it
turned out, errors in them were the mest numerous,

Despite these limitations, however, the data available
are of great significance, if not for statistical accuracy,
at least for their use in arriving at a dstailad astimate
of the caste~differentiations.in education. And, it is only
for attempting such an estimate that thesas data, presented
in Table 1 in the appendix, are used in this study. Since
the data presented in the Table are collated from each of
the five Collectorate returns4, they vary widely from the
form in which they appear in the returns. In view of these
variations a brief columnwise introduction on their pPresen-—

tation will be in order.

2.1.1 Data pPresentation

Column. 2: The ordering of the castes in the Table is
alphabetical and differs from the form in which theay appear
| in each of the returns, This change was nacessary for
collating the data on all the five districts. The caste
names spelled in the Tgble are, howaver, as in the rzturns.
In some cases these spellings vary widely from the spellings
given in standard ethnographic works, The spellings given
in the returns are retained in the Table partly for retaining
the originality of the data, and partly for receiving response
on the likely crrors in our understanding and classification
of the castas.

Anong the castes listed in the returns woere found a
number of synonyms and sub-divisions, a nunber of castes

of minstrels and mendicants, and of shepherds and herdsmen;
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and finally, a number of castes figuring only in the state-
ments on student population and not in the population of
school~going age or in the male population in tho 1901
Census, also presented in the Table as a surrogate to the
population of school-going age. In tha Takle we have
groupad together synonyms and sub-divisions as one cluster
of castes, minstrels and mendicants as another, and shepherds
and herdsmen as a third cluster. The castes which figure
only in the statements on school-going population ars not
listed in the Table. The data on these castes along with
the data on a 'miscellancous' category given in the Ahmed-
nagatr raturn are presented in the Table against a category
of 'minor and unspecified' castes.

Columns 3-4: The caste-wise school-going population

and the population cf schocl-going age given in the South
Concan return are in ten separate statoments, nine for each
of the nine taliuks, and the tenth for the district as a
whole, as an aggregate of the taluk figures. The figures
given in most of these statements dc not add up to the

totals, and thasa are the errors to which we referred carliar.
We have tried to overcome these errors by tabulating from the
caste~wise figures given in each cf the taluk statements the
aggregates figures which we have presented in columns 3 and 4
for the district as a whole.

The data on population given in the return and presented
in column 4 are of boys under twelve years of age and not
boys of any specific schocl=going age-group. From these data
we could have estimated the population of schcol-going age:;
but we have not attempéed this on tha presumption that the
caste-differentiations revealed by the available data could

not have been widely different from such an estimate.

Columng 5~-6: The school—@cing populaticn and the popula-
tion of school-going age in the Khandesh return are for each
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of the 18 taluks of the district and for the district as a
whole, as an aggregate of the taluk ficures, all given in
one statements The data presented in columns 5 and 6 are

. the aggregate for the district as a whele. This return also
does not contain the population of school-gcing age as such,
but contains only the casto-wise number of boys whe do not
gorto school., In the case of those castes without any boys
attending schcols we have treoated the numker of boys not
going to schools as the pepulation of schonl—-going agae, while
in the case ¢f thcecse castes with bovs geing tec schools, we
have treated the aggrzogate ¢f ths numbzr of boys going and

nct geing to schocls as the perulstion cf school-going age.

Column 7: The school=going population in the return of
the ahmedabad Collector are f£or cach of the five cut of the
six taluks cof the district, fcr thse Ahmedabad city, and the
aggregate of these, all given in one statamcent. The figures
given in column 7 are the aggregatc.

Cclumn 9: The schocl-geing populaticon in the Ahmednagar
return are for sach of the eleven taluks and for the Ahmed-
nagar city. These figures are not given separately in a
statoment but arsz menticoned in the returns te the Ccllector
from each of his twelve Kamvisdars. The Colloctor's return
ceontains a summary of these returns, but this summary is too
brief for cur purpcss. Accordingly, the schnol-going popu~
lation presented in cclumn 9 for the district as a whole arse

tabulated frem each of the twelve returns.

Column 1l: Tho schcecol-=going populatiern in the Dharwar
return are for each of the twelve taluks and their aggregate,
all given in cne statement; and the aggregate of three cther
taluks, given in another staﬁement. The figures given in
column 11 arec the aggregate of the 15 taluks tabulated from
these two statemcents., In the rceturn attenticn was drawn to
the margin for caste particulars of the 531 students ¢f the
remaining three taluks of the district. But these particulars
are not reproduced in Parulzkar's book.
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Cclumns 8, 10 and 12: In the absence of data on popu-
lation of school-gecing age in the Ahmedabad, Ahmednagar, and
Dharwar returns, wé have presented in columns 8, 10, and 12,
the percentage of the total male population of each caste in
the total male popuiation of a2ll the castes together in each
of the three districts, as tabulated from the 1901 Census
data of Bombay Presidency. Our purpose in presenting these
data . is to obtain a broad idea of the relative proportions
of the differcnt castes in the total male population of
school=going ageae in 1824-25, as could be inferred from their
proportions in the total male population in 1901. We use

these data on the following assumpticns:

First, at any given time the relative proportions of
cach of the principal social groups in the total male popu-
lation of the different castes tcgether will broadly reflect
thelr respective proportions in the total male population of
school-going age:;

Second, despite numerical variaticns over the years,
the relative proportions of ecach cf these groups in the

total male population will remain largsly unchanged; and

Third, any changes in the preoportions of zach of these
groups in the total male population of the different groups
together would not havzs been so great as to significantly
alter its 1824-25 proporticns of the male population in the
total male population of school-going age of the different
groups together, as would have broadly reflected, in the
absence of such chandes, in its 1901 proportions in the total
male populaticn. '

It is generally accepted that those who suffer most due
to natural calamities such as flood, famine, and ScarcityAare
the low-castes, the poorer sccticns of society. This is also

gvident from the data on relief-claims by different castes in
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Gujarat menticned in the 1901 Census rgport of Bombay Pre-
sidency (Enthoven, 1901, 32). Those who are more prone to
migratory movemants and to conversions are alsc the low-
castes., As against these, these who arzs most active in

sccial mobility attempts thiough sanskritization, protest
movements and so on ora the middle—-castes. Thus, if anything,
in the early 19th century the relative proporticns of the

low and middlz castes in the total meale population of school-
going age would have been greater and these of the high-castes
would have bsen smaller than what the 1901 Census data would

indicate.

It will be obvious from thoe Table that not all the castes
of 1824~25 and cof 1901 are ccmparable. This may ke due to
changes in caste-classification, reoorganisaticon of the dis-
tricts, changés in caste=names, migraticn, and even extincticn
cf some castes. In any casae, since this incomperability is
only in the case of stme minor castes, it is noct likely to
vitiate our analysis; meore sc, when we ara concerned only with
the largur aggragates as will be explained shortly, and not
with each and every conceivable social unit that may pass for

a caste cor sub—caste.

2.1.2 Caste classification

Although Table 1 broadly indicates the rglative access
of the Gifferent castes tc the elomentary schools, the un-
wieldy size of the Table blure and dilutcs the magnitude of
thé'casteﬁdiffe:entiations in the acczss. Thercfore, for
undaerstanding the diffcrentiations in 3 clear and cfystallina
fcrm, it is necessary to condsnse the Table to a more coherent
and comprehensible size., This condensaticon would involve
classification ¢f the numerous castes listed in the Toble,
Whil@'this classificaticn necessarily means cgste~ranking,
our concern here is nct to rank all the castes in a fixed
hiczrarchical crder, but to classify them into p:incipal_sdcial

groups.
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Of the caste-classificaticns hitherto attempted the
classificaticn by Russell is perhaps the most intrinsic
and clabcrate as toc cluarly bring out the differentiaticons
leading to and resulting from the varicus attributes of
the caste system, AaAlthough his classificaticn is of castos
in the Central Provinces, attoempted as early as in 1915,
tes included in it ars
representative of a greast part ¢f India. Hence, it has
n

greater applicaticn then tce the Ce

as hne himsaelf peointed out, the cas

tr=l Provinces alone,
Furthoer, although only in some places like Bengal and
nocrthern India did the Brahmins traditiconally accept wator
from cther casbtes, this doocs not reducs the importance of
his classification based on this critericen. TFor, the

chioef merit of his classificaticn lics not in thae critecion
of acceptance of water by Brahmins but in the broad divisions
cf castes into the five principal groups and the furthoer
occupational sub-=divisions in groups 2 and 3 of the various
castes whose pogition may othemwisz apPszar ambivalent.
Except for minor differencas in terms of traditional ritual
and occupational status, the different castes included in
the principal groups and sub-giroups of his classification
have conterparts in a grzat part of the country. Keeping
this comparability in viasw, and with suitable modifications,
we shall adept Russell's classification for classifying the
castes in Table 1. As a first step towards this, we shall
pressnt the classificaticn and the Lypical castes in each

group and sub-group as given by Russell:

1 Twice-born and allied castes: Bania, Bhat, Brabhman,
Gurao, Karan, Kavasth, XKhatri, Prabhu, and Rajput:

2 Castes from whom a Brahmin could generally accspt water:

2.1 Higher agriculturists: Agharia, Anhir, Bhilaln, Bishnoi.
Chasa, Daharia, Dangi, Dumal, Gujar, Jadum, Khandnit,
Kirar, Kolta, Kunbi, Kurmi, Lodhi, Mali, Maratha, Mina/
Desval, Pamwar/Rajput, Raghuvansi, and Valama;

2.2 Higher grtis-ns: Brass and metzl worker, carpentar,
confecticnar, coppzsr-smith, goldsmith, and grain-
rarcher:
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'

3 Castes from whom a Brahmin could not gencrally accept
water, but who were not impure

3,1 Village menials: Barber, bard and geneologist, black-
smithn, carpenter, household servant, leaf-plate maker,
pal ancuin-baznarar, potter, taillor, village musician,
washerman, and watermans:

3.2 Village watchmen;

3.3 Lower agriculturists: Bstel-vine grower and seller,
gardener, and garland-makear: '

3.4 Village-priests and mendicants: Astrologer, hall-averter,
musician, wandering priests ond maendicants: and

3,5 Village traders and artisans: Acrcbat, calico-printer
and dyer, carrier, cotton-cleaner, digger, navvy, and
salt-refinar, fire-works maker, fowler, and hunter,
glass-bangle maker, liguor vendor, cil-presser, painter
and picture maker, pedlar, and shepherd;

4 Indigenous tribes; and

5 Impure castes.

As a third category in group 2, Russell first included
those menial or scrving castes from whom also a Brahmin could
accept watcer., FHowever, he later treated them along with the
menial or serving cestes i: group 3, onh the ground that their
actual rank was much below that of the cultivators. The car-
penters included by him in group 2 were of the 'better class',
who generally lived in towns and ranked higher than the car-
ponters includad in group 3 as village menials (Russell, I,
30-75) .

As the traditional caste status and caste-based occupa-
tional and aducational status of Brahmins were incomparably
superior to those of other twice-born castes, in our adapta-
tion of Russell's classificeation we shall treat Brahmins as
a separate category within group 1, Of the remaining twice~
born castes the traders had a special status in regard to
education as their occupations called for at least some
knowledge of the thresRs., In viaw cf this, we shall treat

the traders also as a separate category within group 1.
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Turning to group 2, for at least a couple of centuries
now, the five artisan ecastes of iron-smiths, carpenters,
brasicrs, masons, and goldsmiths have remained a united
group of Panchal in Bombay Presidency, and Panchalar or
Kammalar in Madras Frasidency, and asserted themselves to
be the real Brahmins, by boycotting the Brahmin priests, by
employing priests of thair own castes, and by adhering to
the Brahminic rituals and sccial practices. To give an
example, as zarly as in 1840 thz Board of Revanuz in Madras
received a 'petition of the Panchalars' purported to have
been signed and sent by 32 Panchalars from Salem, The peti-
tioners contented that the Bralmins waere a 'mongrel tribe*
of low-caste origin and that since the Panchalars alone were
the direct descendants of the five Brahma Rishis, they alone
should be designated as Brahmins (Bower, 91-5; for a Pune
- dispute between Brahmins and<Sonérs, see Wagle). Their
affront to the Brahming and attempts at social mobility have
continued until recently in more organised and effactive
forms. We shall not go into more details here. Suffice to
say that if these five castes have thus remained united for
so long, there is no reason for us to divide them merely
because the Brahminsg fansicd to take water only from some of
them and not from others. Further, the caste-wise population
statements in tho South Concan and the Dharwar returns also,
refer to 'Punchal’ or 'artificers of the five denominations'
as one caste. In view of these, we shall treat these five

castes as one category of higher artisans.

Based on the traditional caste status and occupational
status, in group 3 we shall treat the distillers, calico-
Printers and dyers, and silk and cotton weavers, and oile
bressers as cne category; the lower agriculturists as another
seParate category: and the remaining manial or serving castes
as a third category.
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While the adaptation of Russell's scheme provides us
the broad categories into which the castes in our data
could be arranged, it does not offar us the classification
itself. The actuml classification of the castes in our
data calls for identification of the different castes with
the categories to which thav are supposed to belong. This
identification proesuopposes an understanding of the tradi-
tional caste and casto~bagsed occupational status of the
different castes. Accordingly, in Table 2 in the appendix,
we have prosented the relevant details for most.of the
castes as could be ascertained from different sources.

EnthOVans three volumes on tribes and castes in Bombay
Presidency contain the relevant details for most of the
castes which figure in our data. Accordingly, we have
depended on these volumes as our primary soﬁrce, Ruszell's
forr volumes on tribes and castes of the Central Provinces
also contain details of some of the castes. We have depen-
ded on these volumes as our main supplementary sourca. Some
of the volumes by Thurston on castes and tribes of southern
India, and by Ananthaokrishna Iyer and Nanjundayva on castes
and tribes in Mysore contain deotails of a fav of the castes
which figure in our Dharwar data. We have used these volumes
as an additional suprlementary sourcz. Some of the Census
reports, aspecially of 1201, and the Imperial and State
Gazettears have also been usaeful for cross-checking the
details. In addition to all these, there ars quite a faw
historical and socio-anthropologicsl works such as of Duff,
Ghurye, Hutton, Mandslbaum, Omvedt, Steel, and Webegr, which
rafaer to at least a few of the castes which figure in our
data. Wz have consulted them as well,

The castes listed in column .2 of the Tabls are as in
Table 1. Some of the important indicators of the traditional

caste status of the different castes are given in ceolumn 3,
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while details of their traditional occupational status are
given in column 4. The catuxgories in the adaptation of
Russel’s classification to which the different castes belong
in terms of their social and occupational status are men-
tionad in coluun 5, Since our caste-data cover three
linguistic and cultural rogions and since they ralate to

the early 19th century, we do not expect anything like
unimpeachable accuracy in our classification, and the
analysis of the caste-differentiations in educaticn based

on this classification,

2.1.3 Caste-differentigticns in relative access

We have presented in Takle 3 the caste-wise aducational
data of Table 1, condensed and classified with thez help of
Table 2. With =2 viasw to facllitating interpretaticn of this
Table, we have also presented, in Table 4, a simple index
of the caste~wisc access to elomentary schools. This index
is the ratio of the pegcrcentage of zach caste in ths total
student population to that in the total population cf school-
going age/male population. What scems most striking from
these Tables ié‘that, by and large, the relative access of
the principal caste-groups ©o tha clementary schools kroadly
reflected their relative status in the traditional caste and
occupational hiororchies, This will be more clear from a
discussion of the main findings of the Tables.

Greater access of twice-=born castes: In all the five

districts, the twice~lorn castes as a grouwp had the greatest
access to instruction in elementary schools. For, as may be
seen from Table 3, their percentages in the total student
population were about 52 in Ahmadnagar, 27 in Dhamwar, and
between 49 and 63 in the rempining three districts, whereas
their corresponding percentag.ss in the population of school-
going age/male population were only about 6, 4, and between
11 and 15. Stated differently, as may be scen from Table 4,
in almednagar, the propcocrtion of the twice-born castes in the



LL*LYT0*8S ¥V " e6v°8T
TLet 96t
Ly*e get¢g 0T "¢ 0E°9
SiT Get
0E"WPI°PS  PETCY 8T °CT
948l 192
17 16°9C €L°S €L°8S
259 8GCt
9€%0 1270 LE®D S0°0
L T
8E*0 GE'T 12°1 %0°0L
ov Gl¢
SE°SC  GgT*y S9°8Y
o7 °¢ 198 cvot
I A AN
d S d S
1e mieyg Je feupsuyy

¢-028T ‘Aousprselg ARquog uT

- e e

ZLULT 76°LT
€0L
OL*€ 0L*Z
89
20°%T 25T
€9
£6°%T ¢1°E9
99GT
0L*G  L8°0
2z
LL'E  S6°Sp
9GTT
97°S  0£°9L
oL ¥
s ~T1°”
a g
PRUBpauUY

- e e e

06°TG LL*6C  6£°8¥ GL°GT .
9T 68T 6LY 300LG L8g T3 0%
0€°€ 1z°L PE*E T€°2T (TLE9'8YV*SE’D)
£02T 91T LEBE GgT SUESTRAR 189YybTH T °C
. (ZL'99°' LG LY %%
09 “8% 95°2Z G0 ST PP ET ‘gglLE’ze’) sasTa
ETLLT £9¢ T LOES z02 -n3nOTISR 13YDIH T °C
Jeqe s 2B ATTEA
~-Ju2h pInoo urwwedg
R Ly M WolJ SIYSeD z
3L°0T zgz6y  8UIl 69°9G ,
0E6¢ Z6L 7SOLT 258 23035
Z2*0 L8*0 0% °T gl ‘et (L9*¥9°9C‘LT) .
6L T 79T - €8T S19U30 £€°1
78*F GT *°QT 26°2 6E°S (28'95*%67 LT GT)
Q9 LT 262 92€%¢ 8 SI9FRIAL 2 °T
ZL"S TZ°0€  91°0T Z1 °6€
9807 98% 7L6TT 885 (8T) sutwyRig T°7T
S238BD UlO0g-2DTMT T
FEE -
d g J g Kicbeqro *ou
ysespuey utouodd Yanog /23sed fedroutig °IsS

TR o e e e em e ae we

a1

- we e e e e s em .

uotjeTndod pue dnoipH-o3sen TedrouTid Aq S3USpNAS iE

- s e em e e S et me

Ta=L



P6°CT €E°C  9£°G  PL"G $°IT 0L°CZ  %0°S 09°% £0°L
€11 €21 89 Lear Bl 582 8

€9°¢ 8T°0 9z°21 €1°0T 2T°0  36°9 1611
9 - £ LT ez - S Aekal

ZL*9 90°0  $8°9 TLL2 06°€T 990

z - - 5906 - SLL

0S°IZ €9°L 62°02 9%°0T SI'9T €6°%  LZ°6 LO9°ET  ZL*%T
65T 322 A 08EE 0ee Tve LT

00°8T LG*0  €S°Cl 22°C  ¥V°€l SS°T  55°G 0L %L
£ 69 6€ 2202 96T €218

£0°0 0vd €0°1 6L°0 20°0

- - - 682 - 9

LY°€ G9°9  9g*z ¥Z°L 89°T 8E°C  £6°C 86 °€ 62 °L
: 922 ey S8 - 6901 79 7658

A 11 o1 6 3 L 9 g i

e e e

- am es eE WS e em W m e M W am wm e

£1°'e
- (09) SwITsnW 9
: (86€5*15’0¢9
‘9€'6Z'6T 9T ST ’8)
- s23sed eandur G
Lz *o (088L°89'T9
1% 'TTPOPCTAL) STROTIL i

- e em e ww e

TL'TT

9Ll TE30L

(LL'9L'69°9%'TH
1pEEETRLE T IET T
NT9’G'E’T) STETURY

98°¢t
84

(6L'GLOLZS)
mwmﬂuﬁuazoﬁummuasoqu.m

(€7 7C

)21 '6) saegscad
-1TO pUuR :s12AE2M
U033 00 PUB MTTS
‘ga1afp pue sisautad
~0DTTRD ‘S18TTTISTA

PR
ddadoe ArTedsueh
20U pINOD uUTuElq

T uwoyM woll Se3sE) ¢

1

@ e W mE e W G am Em e oe M W SR mm e e e

1 [£ T

- wn e e am m wm e emee s



7 °TgRr UT S935BD JO ©

M et o e e w0 e M W e W RE TE e e KR AR e e W G R e A S m we P e e e e em

00'00T 00°*007
L6EE

R o e W W M s m ws W o SR KR Gl W g G R S e eR e W AR W M e e e wl e

EL'0 ST
6€

£L0°0  T6°0
HmA

99°0C  78'1
g

ek R W e, M N o W o S W G s e ws R wme

@ A8

EE M N wm e e M o g W S e M W o e W oas e e we

00°00T 00°00T  00°00T 00 *00T

¢vie 9T4e

07'T 16°G  80°'T 61°T
811 0t
- 0€°*0
99°7 EV'T  96°0

. Y

0T 6 8 L

‘7 PUR | 902 WO1F peiRIngl

'STTU 03 12J21 syullg

B 7 UWNTOD UT S3@DEIq uT

00°001
779t

6¢°0

LOT

06T
769

9

L

00°00T
6091

0S*0

8

7C"C
ot

N e e M M e e wA W o e W v

S

- s W G M W o W w ar e g W e an w T g = o

00001
86LLTT

90*0
1L

9% "¢
0062

60°0 .
et

bij

*A106mq

e
Slequnu TRTISS ! @

00°00T
£04T

€10
4

Ly*0
L

98°7
80

€

1201IN0g

D Yoz
TaF7, UT §B g pu § 230y

L T T T

B30

- w sm au W we o g

(€8)
pe1sToadsun pud IOUTH 6

(T8'7L'€L'6G796'55" Gy
'68) PRUTRRISOSE 0N g

(5929
TE10E1T7) SI2U30 |

oo e e W em wa o W o e

4 1

o e we



18

Table 4: Index of caste-wise mccess to clementary schools
in Bombay Presidency, 1820-25

Sl. Principal group/ South Khan- ahmeade= Ahmzd- Dhamwar
NO. catogory concan Jdesn abad nagar
Tanice-born castes Z
«1 Brahmins 3.85% 5.28 2499 11.72 7.46
1.2 Traders i.85 3.75 12.1%9 2,30 3.55
1.3 Others 2.70 3.95 0. 15 0.13 0.58
3.91 4,57 4e23 10. 25 6.50
2 Castes from whom o
Brahmin could gone-—
rally accopt watoer
2.1 Higher agricultu- 0. 30 0.46 1.80 0, 29 1. 21
riscs
2.2 Higher artisans 3. 69 2. 18 0.73 . 2.03 1.37
0.53 0.57 1.58 0.41 1.21
3 Castes from whom a
Bralmin could not
generally accept
walher
3.1 Distillers, Calico-
printors and dyers:
silk and cotton waa=
vaers; and oll-pross—
cEs 0.92 1.36 2,01 3,07 1,92
3.2 Lower agricultus : 56,50 0 0 0 0
rists _
3.3 Menial or scrving 0.52 1.75 0,11 0. 24 0.05
CASties @ = = = = = e e m e e e m e e e e - e - -
0.80 1,47 0.30 0.52 0.35
4 Tribals 0.41 o] 0 0 0.01
5 Impurc castes 0.01 0 0,03
& Muslims 0,44 0,91 0.24 1,07 0,26

Source: Tabulated from Table 3,
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tctal student population was about ten times more than their
proportion in the male populaticn of schocl-going age/male
populaticon. In Ddamaar it was about 7 t;\bs more. In the

ranaining three dlgtElCtS itwas 4 to 5 times mcre.

Although the Tables also indicate that within the
principal group of twice-born castes the relative access
varied from castce to caste, this cannot be a significant
obsarvation. For, as wa shall see shortly, most of the
beys cf all the twice~born castes were instructed in the
three Rs, and that of them many were instructaed at home
and not at schools.

Partial access of middle-castas: In all the five dis-

tricts the access of the higher agriculturists and artisans
was incomparably lower than that of the twice-born castes.
The percentages of the higher agriculturists and artisans in
the student populaticn wera 28 in Ahmedabad, 58 in Dhamwar,
and between 18 and 30 in the remaining thrse districts,
whereas the corresponding percentages in the tetal population
of school-going age/mal; Oﬁpulqtlcn.w ra 18, 48, and between
45 and 52, Thus, it was cnly in aAlmedabad nd Dhamw ar that
thelr proportions in the student population were higher than
thelr proportions in the total population of school-going
age/male population, whereas in the remaining three districts
hey were much lower.

It is, howaver, relevant t9 point cut that in all but
the Almedabad district the artisans had an edgs over the
agriculturists: The percentages of the artisans in the
student populaticn were 3 in Ahmedabad, and between 3 and
12 in the remaining four distriéts, whareas their corres-
ponding percentages in the tgtal prorulation cf school-going
age/male population were 4, and betwezn 2 and 3. As against
this, the percentages of the agriculturists in the student
populaticn were 25 in ahmedabad, 55 in Dharwar, and between
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12 and 23 in the remaining three districts, whercas their
corresponding percentages in the total population cf
school-going age/male population were, 14, 45, and between
42 and 49,

Thus, while in Ahmedabad and Dhamwar thoe proporticns
of the artiéans in the student population roughly corres-
ponded to "their proportions in the total population of
school-going age/male population; in the remaining three
districts they were 2 to 4 times more. As against this,
it was only in Dharwar that the‘proportion of agriculturists
in the student population roughly corresponded to their
proportion in the total population of school-geing age/male
population, and it was oniy in Abmedabad that the former
was higher than the latter, whereas in the remaining three

Aistricts it was much lowear.

Zero access of low—castes: The castes of category 1 in

group 3, viz. the distillers, calico-printers and dyers,
silk and cotton weavers, and oil-pressers had an access
roughly corresponding to that of the higher artisans. How-
aver, of the remaining two categories in this group, in all
but one district the lower agriculturists had no access at
all; and in all but two districts .the access of the menial
or serving castes was too insignificant. Therefore, the
castes in these two categories need to be treated along with
the bottom—groups.

These bottom-groups were the tribals and the 'impure’
‘castes, whose percentages in the total population of school-
going age/male population in the districts of Dharwar, Scuth
Concan, Ahlmednagar, Khandesh, and ahmedabad were 12, 13, 19,
21, 38 respectively. It is difficult to say what proportion
of the ttibals had been 'Hinduised' by early 19th century.
But, even assuming that thay were totally out of the main~
“gtream of Hindu society, there still raemained a large number

of ‘impure'! castes, accounting for 6 to 12 per cent of the
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total population of school-going age/male population

whe were totally excludced from esducation.

2.1.4 Caste-differentiaticns in absolute access

» In the fore~going analysis we trisd to bring out the
caste;differentiations in indigenous education in terms of
the relative access of the different castes to the clemen-
tary schools as rovealad by their percentages in the student
population compared to those in the population of school-~
going age/male population. The differentiations were, how-
aver, far Jreater than thase percentages would roveal. This
will be evident from a fresh look at the diffsrontiations

in terms of the absolute access of the dififecrent castes as
revealed by the percentagesf cf their students in the total
male population of school-doing age. These data, available

for only two of the districts, are presented in Taobls 5.

As may be seen from the Table, in the Khandesh district
the percentage of students in the total population of school-
going age was significantly high cnly amcry thec twice-bcrn
castas. In fact, in the case of these castes the access o
educaticn was a lot mere than even these percentages weuld
reveal. For, as we mantioned earlier, irrespactive of what
the data revenl, majority of the boys ¢f all the twice-born
castes were instructed in the three Rs through both the
schools and the domestic instruction. We may, thercfore,
conclude that thea access of the twice-born castes as a group
to the elementary schools was to the full extent theoy sought

it.

Of the remaining casﬁes, it was only among the numeri-
cally small higher artisans, the distillers and allied castes,
and the menials that .the percentade was of sOﬁe-éignificance.
As it is only too obvious, this significance is~piecisely

>bacausé of their tiny size. Among the'numerically large
higher agriculturists the percentage was too low as to be of
any significance; while amcong the tribals and the impure castes

the zerc access ~gain indicates their total exclusion.
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Table 5: Caste-wise student populaticn as percantage of the
population of school-going ags, Bombay Presidency,

18 20-25
Sl. PFrincipal group/ Scuth Concan Khandesh
no, catesgory e e = e e e o e e e e e = o e e e e
sk Psa % sk Psa %
1.1 Brzhmins 588 11974  4.91 486 2086  23.30
1le 2 Traders 21 3436 2. 36 292 1765 16.54
1.3 Other twice-~born 183 1644 11,13 14 79 17.72
castes . -
Total 852 17054 5. C0 792 3930 20,15
2.1 Higher agricul- 202 53071 0, 38 363 17713 2.05
turists
2.2 Higher artisans 185 3937 4,70 116 1203 9, 64
Total 387 57008 0. 68 479 18916 2¢D3
3.1 Distillers, qgalico
printers and dyers,
silk and cotton
weavers; and oil-
Pressers 101 8592 1.18 64 1069 5.99
3.2 Lower agricule- 17 26 65,38 - 289
turists : ’
3.3 Menials 58 8723 0.66 156 2022 7.71
Total 176 17341  1.01 220 3380 6.51
Tribals 4 774 0.52 - 5065 0
5 Impure castes - 14028 0 - 2517 0]
Muslims 47 8284 0,57 74 1837 4,03

Total 1466 114489  1.28 1565 35645 4.39

— e mA =R eh e mm W e e e Emr T e e en ww e e M e e el e e ae e em et e er e e

Note: SP: Schcol-going population; PSA: Male population of
school=-going age. Blanks indicate nils,

Source: Tabulated from Table 3.
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The Scuth Concan data indicatz that compared to Khandesh
the twice-born castes had a lcwar access. This, however, is
a disteortion of the truth 1@ has to ba exvlainzd by the 1imi-~
tation of the data on populaticn of scheool-geoing age, which, as
"we have already saen, also include - large number cf children
below the schocl-going age. The data alse show that compared
to Khandesh the lover agriculturists had almest a tetal access.
This again is in the nature ¢f a statistical lie dus to the
tiny sizeof the group as moy be seen from the Table itsslf.
But feor the variaticns which those distorticns show, the
situation in Scuth Concan was breoadly similar o what cbtainad
in Khandesh., It might have bzsen much the same in the remaining
districts. alsc, though we do not have any data on them.,

2.1.5 Gloss on caste-diffcrentiations

. Althcugh the data thus clearly bring cut the caste dis-
criminaticns in indigenous sducation as revealed by the dalfli-
erentiztions in the accsss te scheonls, it is relevant tC
note here that in hiz lengthy introducticn to the Bombay
Presidency educational documents of 1824-5 bhrcought tcgether
for the first time in thelr criginal £ull form, Parulckar
attempted to gloss over tht ,e discriminaticns. He did this
in terms of a numbck cf contradictory asserticns whichwe

shall examine briefly.

Referring to the clementary schools ingsnsral, he
asserted that as =~ rule they were nct *communal' in their

working and that "they were cpen to all whe could afford tc

pay for their schooling except to tliose who balonged to the

'low castes' (Parulekar, xiii, zmphasis added).

It must be only toc obvious from his asserticn that in
his desire to wish away cne of the extreme forms of caste-
'disc:iminations as expressed thrcugh the intensely exclusive
character of indigencus schcols, Parulekar refused to acknow-

ledge the numerous excluded 'low castes' as part of the Indian
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society, This gpart, his understanding of *'communalism' in
education (or caste discriminations as we have put it) even
in relation to the social groups other than the low castes
was too naive., For, not all castes who in theory had access
to education had it in practice, and even if they had some
access it was not adecuate enough to ensure their effective
pParticipation in sducation. It is in this context that we
should remember that the oxpensivenaess of the so=called
popular education in slementary schools in contrast to the
gratuitous higher learning of the Brahmins served as a
limiting=-£factor and rezinforced the caste-basad drive against
literacy o>f the bottom groups. As we have already discussad
this issue in part I, in the context of both the significance

and the economics of educaticon, we shall not dwell on it again.

Referring to the schesols in the ahmedabad town, Paru-
lekar further asserted that these did not reveal any cases ef
exclusivencss based on the castes of the scholars (Parulekar,
xxii)s It is true that .the return of the Ahmedabad Collector,
ot.for that matter that of the Ahmedabad Judge on ths Ahmedabad
town, does not refer to exclusion, This absence of reference
to exclusion, howsaver, cannot be construed as absence of
exclusion itself, The returns did nct report on exclusion
Precisely for the rcason that thoy were on ths prevailing
education among certain castes and not on the lack of it
among certain others. When the Ahmedabad data on school-
going population of the diffcrent castes are supllementad
by data on the male populaticn of the different castes as
we have attempted in this study, we see exclusiveness in
its stark form.

Finally, referring to schocls in South Concan, Parule-~
kar admitted that there were a fov instances of the fcommu-~
nal aspect' (Parulckar, xxii). In point of fact, however,
there were not just a faw instances as he would have us

believe. On the contrary, the entire system of elementary
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sducation in the district was the communal aspect writ large.
One of the manifestations of this was the total absance of
schooling among a large number of castes in all the nine
taluks of the district., The number of such castes varied
from 26 out of 39 in the first to 30 cut of 41 in the last
taluk. The total absence of schooling among 211 these castes
might not have boen the rasult of deliberate exclusion. But,
exclusion either directly through the caste injunctions, ot
indircctly through the cxpensivencss of eaducation and poverlty
of the pegople might have kept a large number of these groups
" out of the schocls. Fcr, as Jervis raopeatedly mentioned in
his report on South Concan, these castes werc generally "the
poorest, mcest ignorant and most wretched of the whole popu-
lation" (Parulckar, 24,27.30,33,36,39,42,45,48,52).

Andther, and perhaps more important manifestaticn cf

tha communal aspect was in the caste-based segregaticon ot

thé teachcrs and students in the several schools. 1In nine
statements on "schools and teachers®, Jervis reported the
details of the location 2f each of the schools within aach
taluk, and name, caste, residence, and salary of the teachers
- employed in each school. In another nine statements be
reported the caste-wise enrollment of the students in each
of the schools referred to in the statements on schools and
teachers. Data collated from these two sgt of statements

as presented in Table 6, rrovide us amnple evidence on these
segregations, For the obvious reason of abstraction, data

at the district level cannot fully capture the nature énd
extent of segregations at the school and village levels,

All the same, the data presanted in the Table do give us some
broad indications.

As may be seen from the Table, the caste-segregation
took on the form of both the teacher's choice of his students,
‘and the student's choice of his teacher. Of these, the former

needs to be placed in the context of the importancs of the
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indigenous school teachers. We have already discussed this
in general in part I, DBut, to note it briefly, in traditional
Indian society teaching was perhaps the most rovered profes-
sion. Whils its importancs as a source of material ravards
was not inconsideraklsa, it was its importance as a source of
social influence, espacially control over the socio-cultural
'life of the illiteratc masses which really mattered. Tt was
the realization of this influence which prompted the Brahmins
to exert the groatest control over this profossion; te zaalously
guard it from others. While it was again this realization
which prompted tham to teach not only their own boys, but

also thoso of the other *clean’ castes, in their choice of

tha non-Brahmin students the communal sloment was not alto-
gether absent, For that, for the reasons of religious injunc-
tion and religious charity within the Brahmin castes, a
Brahmin could not ordinarily decline to teach any Brahmin boy
who sought him as a guru., This was however not the case with
teaching of non-Brahmin boys. While econcmic and cther
material considerations might have figured prominently in the
choicz of the non-Brahmin students, ritual puriﬁy and caste-
ranking of the students also played an important role. These
factors together explain why the Brahmins taught virtually

all their boys themselves, and also most of the bcys of the
other twice-born castes and of other relatively more ‘pure!
and ‘respectable' castes like the higher agriculturists and
artisans, but only_a relatively small proportion of the oy s

of the lowazr castes.

It is,however, in the student's choice of his teacher
that the communal aspect was more pronouncad. As may be seen
from the Table, whilg the Brahmins taught the boys of other
castes, they raefused tc have thelr own boys taught by non=-Brah-
min castes, so much so that virtually the Brahmin oy s (93%)
wore taught by Brahmins thamszlves. Tha other twice-born
castes aléo had their boys taught mostly by Bralmins and



28

partly by themszlves, but not by castes which ranked lower
than them, The hold of caste was not too tenacious on the
insttuction of Sudras castes, especially the lower~ranking
onas in group 3. Other religious groups, Muslims and Jaws
(7s0thers) had relativaly less to do with the caste-Hindu

teachers. The Jaws taught not only most of their ocwn. boys,
but also some of those of the Muslims and of the castes in

group 3, and also thz fow tribals.

2.2 Domestic instruction

Our discussion in part I of the prevalencs and charac-
teristics of domestic instruction in the three Presidencies
clearly showzd that such instruction was only a higher-
echelon prerogative, as a sﬁpplement or alternative to
instruction in the common schools,

Of the prevalence of domestic instruction among the
Brahmins in Bombay Presidency, Parulekar observed that it
was at home and not in schools that elementary instruction
was received by those who aspired to higher learning and
that such aspirants were undoubtedly the Brahmins (Parulekar,
xiv). Drawing upon data available in some of the returns,
he reiterated these observations and concluded that Brahmin
boys of instructable age szldom remained uninstructed and
that all that their absence from common schools implied was
that they were being instructed at home:

In the Khandesh report the table given supplies the

information that in the schocls of highaer learning

there ware 311 Bralmin scholars; while in the zle-

mentary schools the Brahmin scholars numberzad 486,

This mgans that for every 5 Brahmin beoys in the ele-

mentary schools there ware 3 in the schools for )

higher legarning. In one of the Talukas of aAhmednagar
district (Parnair) out of 77 Bralmin scholars 30 were
learning higheér branches and 47 in elazmentary schools,

ie. for every 5 boys in the elecmentary schools there
were 3 in tha higher schools.,
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Such a high proportion of the scholars learning
higher branches would hardly be possible if
attendance as elomentary schools was a necessary
gualification for lzarning higher branches. Thea
Khandesh report also shows that thaere waere about
100 boys of the Brahmin class who did not go to
school, Now it is well known that the Brahmin
boy of school-age hardly remained without some
sort of instruction however poor he might be.
The only conclusion we can draw, therefore, is
that these Brahmin boys if thay Jdid not go tc
school, .. must have been under instruction of
some sort, domestic or private (Parulskar, xiv-i).

The deatailed observations of the Foona Collector on
higher lecarning gmong tho Brahmins which we raproduced in
full in the context of cur discussion of the places of
instruction in part I, alsc reveal the wide prevalence of
domazstic instruction among the Brahmins., So alse the re-
matks in the Dharmwar return that "wealthy individuals engage
private tutors who arc verscd in Shasters at homzs and pay
them annually from 50 to 200 rupces proportionad te their
abilitigs®" (Parulekar, 142),

As in thas case of the Brahmins, among the cther twice-
born castes also domestic instruction seems to have widely

Prevalled. Thus the observations of Parulekar agains

It was nct the Brahmins alone who saw to it that
their boys did lgarn the three Rs anyhow == whe-
ther in schocls or by demestic instruction --—,
but other classes, called the *advanced classes’
today, did scnehow manage to tecach their boys
(Parulekar, xlvi).

This is also indicated kv the remarks in some of the
returns which we'mentiongd in part I. To refer to them
again, the remarks of the Surat Collector that children of
Brahmin and Vani castes learn in any event, made in the con-
text of his expenditure outlay for sxtension of aducation
from which he excludad these groups; and cf the aAhmadabad
Collectcr that "the few Vances who reside at some of (the
Melw asee villagas) either instruct their children themselves
or elsas send them toc a r=2lative at another village where
thay are put to schocl® (Parulekar, 64, 84).



30

2.3 Higher learning

If access to Jdomestic instruction was concentrated
within the principal group of twice-born castes to the
exclusion of others, access to highar learning was con-—
centrated within the Bralmin castes alone to the exclu-
sion of even the other twice-born castes. In fact, as we
menticned in part I, though the Kshatriyva and Vaisya
castes were in theory allowed access to Vedic education,
there is hardly any trace of their participation in it to
any significant oextent, and from the earliest times it

had become a Brahmin moncpoly,

0f the concentration of higher lszarning within the

Brabmins in Bombay Presidency, in early 19th century Duff
wrote that "all Mahratta learning, except simple reading,
writing and arithmetic, is confined to those Brahmins who
study the Sanscrit languadge, in which only their sacred
writings are composed"™ (Duff, I, 23). In his educational
return, the Dharwar Collcctor also mentionaed that know ledge
in "Vaids, Shasturs and Pooranas" was confined to the
Brahmins (Parulskar, 138), The statement of schools and
scholars in the Khandesh return also reveals that it was
confined to them. For, of the 313 students of higher
‘ learning in that district, all the students with the excep-—-
tion of two Muhammadans were Brahmins (Parulekar, 117).

. Although we do not have enough data on the spread of
higher learning among the Brahmins, thers are enough indi-
cations that it was widae. . For instance, in late 18th
century Forbes wrote that "many of the Brahmin youth are
instructed in astroncmy, astrology, and.bhysic; and acguire
some knowledge of the civil and religioﬁs lavs" (Forbes, I.
55). ‘

In his report on South Concan Jervis stated that proba-—

bly at least a tenth of the Bralmins who attained manhcod
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visited Benares, wherne there were about 250 houses of
Ccncan Bralmins and varicus schools for the instruction

of Hindus which ware under Concan teachers (Parulekar, 11).
The Dharwar Colleactor further reported that for instruction
in higher learning Bralmins were engaged as private tutors
ancd that 1f the circumstances of the parents did not per-
mit, they sent thoir sons to serve soms learned Brahmins

who in return gave them instructicon gratis (Parulekar, 138).

~ The ecarlier mention cf the fairly large number of
students under instruction in the Khandesh district itsalf
is a clear indication of the wide spread ¢f higher learn-
ing among the Brahmins, Stating that there were saveral
'Pundits and Josees' who gave insStructicen in Sanskrit and
in the laws and the coremcnies of religicn, the surat Judge
reported that within his jurisdiction there were 66 students
receiving instruction from 18 taoachers (Parulekar, 65).
Further, the return of the Kamvisdars of the Ahmednagar
Ccllector show that in almcdnagar district there weare at
least 37 schools for astronomy, medicine, sastras, veadas,
and so cn. Of the two returns which gave details of the
students cne menticnzad that the students were three Brahmins
studying astreonomy in one schocl, while the other mentioned
that they were 30 Brahmins studying Vedas in fcur schools
(Parulekar, 122-32). TFinally, drawing upon the 1832 Minutes
of Evidence taken befors the Select Committee on the Affairs
cf the East India Company, in his introducticn tc the Bombay
Presidency cducaticnal documents Pnrulekar stated that with
as many as 164 schools of higher learning out of a total
number of 222 gchools, "the City of Pcocona brokzs the reecord
for its abundance of schocls for higher learning®, and that
this was not surprising considering that for a century the
House cf the Peshwa, the Brahmin ruler had its abode in this

city (Parulekar, 1lxii).
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3 CASTE~DIFFERENTIATIONS IN ACCESS TO TEACHING

The caste-differentiations in indigencus =ducation
revealed by the data on accuss to the various typcs cf
learning are also clearly reflected in the data on access
to teaching. Since higher learning was confined to the
Brahmins, it must be cnly too cbvious that accecss te its
tcaching was also confinoed tc the Brahmins. This is
also evident from the Khandesh return showing that all
the 75 teachers teaching thz various branches of Hinda
learning were Brahmins (Parulckar, 116). The nature of
access to teaching in elementary schools was only slightly
different.

As may be seen from the data on the caste of the
teachers presented in Takle 7, all the tsgachers in the
Ahmedabad city, and virtually all the teachers in the
districts of South Concan and ahmednagar, and dbout half
the teachers in the Dharwar and Khandesh districts were
Brahmins, that tco despite the fact that the Brahmins as
a group accounted for only about one-twenticth of the
total population.

The sway of the Bralmins was, however, not confined
to the schools in these few districts.  For instance, the
Kaira Collector remarked that the schoolmastzrs in his
district were "“gencrally of the Brahmin and Banian casts".
The Kaira Judge remarked that the schooclmaster was "always
a Brabmin". The Ahwnedabad Collector reported that “where
gituation is herweditary the schoolmasters are Brahmins®
(Parulekar, 79,82,83).

Although some of the tesachers were drawn f£rom the non-
Brahmin castes, thair proportion was not very significant,
and there is no evidence that they "sharasd the profession
with the Bralmins without any hindrance imposed by custom
or tradition" as Parulekar would have us believe (Parulekar,
xxiii). If they had frees access to the profession, theair
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Table 8: Teachers by caste in Bombay Presidency, 1820-25

— = e e e A% mw wm mm e e e e e e em e s em e MR me e we m ae ew  wm e me  we e me e

Ssl.. Principal group/ South Khandesh Ahmed- Ahmed- Dharmwar
No. Category Concan abad nagar
le1l Brahmins 61 63 21 132 . 118
: 71.76 55, 26 100, 00 51.99 43,54
1.2 Traders ) 2 - - 3 -
2. 35 1.86
1.3 Other twice-horn 6 - - 4 -
castes 7.06 2.48
69 63 21 139 118
81.18 55.26 100, 00 86,33 43,54
2.1 Higher agricul- 7 24 - 5 143
turists 3,24 21,05 3.10 52,77
2.2 Higher artisans - - - 6 -
3.73
7 24 - 11 143
8. 24 21.05 6.83 52.77
3,1 Distillers and 2 - - 1 -
allied castes 2435 0.62
3.2 Lower agriculti- - - - - : -
rists
3.3 Menials 2 2 - 1 1
2. 35 1.75 0. 62 0,37
4 2 - 2 1
4.71 1.75 1 24 0. 37
5 Impure castes - - - - -
6 Muslims 3 19 - 8 9
3,53 16,67 4,97 3.32
7 Others 2 6 - 1 -
2,35 5. 26 0.62
. 85 114 21 161 271
100, €0 100. 00 100, 00 100,00 100.00

- e em @m %P em e wm e e em em Em G an em ms e ae e ee mm e e e e ew wr en ew ma = am -

Note: Blanks indicate nils. Since the report of the Ahmedabad
Collector does not contain caste~break up of thea teachers,
the data on Ahmedabad are only for ahmedabad city, taken
from the return of theo Abmedabad Judge. Data on Ahmednagar
include teachers of higher learning also.

Source: Tabulated from, Parulskar, 22-49, 99, 116-7, 121-134, 146-8,
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share in it and in the total school-going population would
have been far grzater., The absence of a free-access is
aiso evident from the following remarks of the North Concan
Judge: '

Brahmins are on some ~ccounts most cligible as
being better qualificed in regard to learning
and influence but they arc... frequently in-
clincd to be indolent and have many ceremonies
to perform which might greatly interfere with
the business of the schoel... and in order to
have officion®t persons the situation of school-
master should be an employment open to any onc
and everyone (excepting the low casts) who
chooses to rescrt to it as a mecans of getting
a living (Parulekar, 58-9).

The remarks cf the Ahmedabad Judge also indicate such

absences

(as) far as rcgards the Hindoo part of the popu-
lation (Brahmins) secm to be the class best suited
to the duty; for by their usages, a scholar is
required highly to venerate his instructor and on
several occasions to prostrate himself before him,
and it would therefore be very inconsistent for
the son of a Brahmun to ¢do this, to any person of
an inferior cast (Parulekar, 96).
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4 CONCLUSION

In the foregoing analysis we tried to bring cut the
caste-discriminaticns in indigencus education in the carly
19th century Bombay Presidency as revealed by the data on
the caste~differentiations in access to both learning and
teaching, Our analysis has shown the twice-born castes at
one end of the spectrum, with full access to elementary
instruction through both elementary schocls and damestic
instruction, and among them the Brahmins with exclusive
access to higher learning and virtual monopoly over the
entire institution of education. At the other end, it has
shown the tribals and the 'impure' castes with total sxclu-
sion from the institution. Between thes:z two extremes, it
has also shown the various 'clean' castes among the éudras,

with partial or limited access teo elementary instruction,

The differentiations in access to education whichyere
evident from the data, are, however not so naive as we v
tried to summarise above, For instance, among the inter-
maediate castes there were wide variations in the relative
acceass of the agriculturists across the districts. Two
explanations secom plausible for their relatively low access
in South Concan, Khandesh, and Ahmadnagar. The first is that
unlike thc artisans and other smaller groups, the agricul-
tural castes in general arc numerically very large. As the
socio=economic and cccupational conditions of the members of
thesc castes vary widely, those whe gained access to lesarning
might have been mainly from the affluent stratum.

For the sccond explanation we need briefly look at two
other educational reports on Bombay Presidency, by Major
Sykes, Statistical Rgporter to the Bombay government, pre-
sumably prepared on his own initiative and submittzd to the

govermment cduring 1826~275. In these reports Sykes bemoaned
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the géneral ignorance of the bulk of the people despite what
he felt, the "“aptitude, sprightliness and intelligence" of
the children of all castes, and dwzalt at length on the nezd
for improvement and extension of education (Farulekar, 189~
95), Stating theot whatever education existed was confined
to the Brahmins and the Wanis, in the first report he
attributed this genzral ignorance to one of the societal
mechani sms which werked against the litaracy of the bottom-

groups and to which we made scme brief references in part Is

It might have bocn supposced that the pressure of
inconveniencuss and the risk of loss attending

thelr constantly recurring arithmetical computa-
tions, whether in settling their assessments with
Govermment, in ascertaining the amount of their
prcduce or in computing its salzable rate to

insure o profit, or in their money transactions
with each cthar would have stimulatad some families
of the past or present gencrations to have pursued
steadily a coursc of instruction for their children,
which by its examplce and the visible beneficial
results attending it would have originated a thirst
of kXnowledge and advanced the march of intcllectual
improvement, The Scodarh however is led tc beliave
by the wily Brabmins that letters and sclence are
not within his province and the farmer is content
to go _on mastering his arithmetical difficulties
with the assistance of his fingers (Parulekar, 189;
emphasis added),

In the second rgport he also attributed this igncrance
to "the absence of instructors in the first instance anc in
the next tc the poverty of the pcople disabling them from
profiting by instruction unless afforded to them gratuitously"
(Parulekar, 192). Most of the educational returns of 1824-25
also indicate that agricultural castes in gencral were reluc—
tant to send their children teo schocols due to povaerty, expen-
siveness of education, and lack of leisure. We referred to
these problems in the context ¢of both the significanece and

the cconomics of education discussad in part I.
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The relatively better access of the agriculturists in
Dharw ar was probably due to the féct that bulk of them were
Lingayats, a hierarchically ranked ciuster of castes with
widely varying socio-economic and occupational conditions,
and could be explained in terms of the hsterogeneity and
earlier egalitarian ideclogy of this group, Similarly, the
relatively better access of the agriculturists in Ahmedabad
was probably due to the fact that bulk of them ware the
Kanbis or Patidar who rose in the social scale since the
early times of British rule, and could be explained in
terms of the socizl mobility of this group. We are, howover,
not in a position to offer more details here on sither of

these groups.

Of the castes in group 3 of our classification, the
distillers with educational access were the Bhandarees from
South Concan. As it is well known, in the traditional
Indian society distilling was a low-status occupation, just
above the occupations of the impure castes; and in south
India the occuPational counterparts of the Bhandaress, the
Nadars'and the Tiyyas, were treated as 'higher polluting®
castes, a designation which carried with it various social
disabilities including exclusion from the instituticn of
education. Considering these, and the fact that by concerted
gfforts both the Nadars and the Tiyyas have made tremendous
advance in their social status, the relatively better educa-
tional access of the Bhandarees could perhaps be explained
in terms of their social mobility drive. We are not in a
position tc offer more details on this group cither. For
the thome of this study, suffice tc say that the access
to elementary education of some of the groups which were nct
ordinarily expected to participats in the instituticn of
educaticn indicates only some of the manifestations of they
attempts at mobility in traditional Indian society, and
not any benign attributaos of the institution itself.
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It is,however, impértant to note that throughout its
survivai the institution retained all its discriminatory
characteristics, This is evident from some of thz subse-
gquent educational returns submitted to the Bombay govern-
ment. For instance, the second annual report on govermment
Maratha schools in Poona submitted in 1839 indicates that
about 70 per cent of the nearly 3000 students were from the
twice~born castas, especially the Brahmins (Parulekar and
Kakshi, 205). 1In 1840 the Khandesh Collector reported that
in the 95 schocls for the “wulgar branches of learning®
with 1450 students, only males and only wmales of the higher
castes received instruction and of them Brabmins and vanis

accounted for about onc half (Parulekar and Rakshi, 107-8).

A little before these reports, in 1838, Postans made the
following observations on Native Education Society's schools
in Bombay:

Strict rules exist in the institution respecting
the rank of the students, the scons of tradasmen
being inadmissikle (sic!), or any below the caste
of a Purvoe, or writer. Half-castes are cqually
excluded, the objection in this case being to the
inferrad "cutcasta" condition of the mother., It
is impossible to consider this exclusive system
as other than an evil, in an institution which
should be gen=arally bencficial to all classcs:
ut I was assurad that unless such restrictions
existed, the wealthy and influential would with-
draw their sons from a scene which they couwld only
considar as one of the most degrading polluticn
(Postans, 55).

Her observations point up the strong discriminatory
basis of the institution of indigenous education even in
its truncated form, It is the recognition of this discri-
minatory basis and the great political gains f£rom it to the
imperial interests which prompted the British flirtation
with the filtration thecry of ceducation in India for about
the first half a century of its educational policy. Of this,
more in a subscgquent study.
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NOTES
1 Sec, P Racdhakrishnan, 'Caste-discriminations in indige-
rous Indian Education ™= T: Nature and extent of education
in early 19th century British India', MIDS Working Paper
No,63, Arril 19€6. .
2 Sce, P Radhakrishnan, 'Caste-discriminations in indige-~

nous Indian education - II: Study of early 19th century
Madras Presidency', MIDS Working Paper (forthcoming).

"3 aAs we menticnad in part I of this study, the cducational
data available in the Bombay returns are only for boys.
Hence throughout thisg study, the student/school-going
population and populaticn of school-going age/population
referred to are only of males.

S

Data on school-gcing populaticn given by the Ahmedabad
Judge arc for the Ahmedabad town. The Ahmedabad Collector's
return covering the whole of aAhmedabad district are also
include these data. Thoreforas only the latter used in
the Table,

5 Syke's reports are also reproduced in Parulekar's book,
~These reports are undated; but the sscond report indi-
"cates that both the tepcrts were prepared during 1826-27.

In this report, which is a continuation. of-the first,
Syke referred to his visits t¢ the two govermment scheols
at almednagar” on March 7, 1827, and the two Poona schocls
on May 16, 1827 (Parulekar, 193-4).
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