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PREFACE

—————

The Siddha medical system is indigenous to
Tamilnad and there is a considerable volume of
very valuable material, yet in the hands of pri
vate individuals and institutions which would
have to be gathered to provide ample material for
study and research.  Besides the large number
of manuscripts available in the Sarasvati Mahal
Library, many others have also been secured
from outside and are being scrutinized and
studied in our Literary (Medical) Research Unit.
Tt has been keenly felt that considering the vast
bulk of Siddha medical lore which has not recei-
ved that amount of study which is needed, and
the imperative need for bringing out the very
valuable and unique methods available in this
system, greater attention has to be focussed on
the study and research of Siddha Medical Litera-
ture.

Since almost all the Siddha medical works
are written in classical Tamil. the object of the
Literary Research Unit of the Sarasvati Mahal
Library is to translate the Siddha medical works
into Sanskrit, English and Hindi, so that the
medical men all over India may be able to avail
themselves of other systems of medicine and an
integrated approach to the treatment of diseases
by a synthesis of all these indigenous methods
may be possible.
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One such work is the ‘Therar Nirkuri and
Neikkuri’, which is a small treatise in Tamil
verses. on the examination of urine. This is a
very unique method, found exclusively in Siddha
system, because it deals with the diagnosis of all
kinds of diseases by the symptoms noticed in the
urine. As it was already resolved by the Sub-
committee of the Central Council of Indigenous
Research, Sarasvati Mahal. Thanjavur, that some
of the small works might be published in the
T. M. 8. 8. M. Library Journal, this work is being
now published through the Journal.

The verses in Therar Nirkuri and Neikkuri
are in lucid and easy Tamil, and the prose render-
ing by our Siddha Research Officer, Thiru A.
Shanmugavelan, M, A., B. 0. L., is simple and clear,
We record here our profound appreciation for the
Siddha Research Officer of the Literary Research
Unit who has edited, with Tamil notes, the
valuable work in a scholarly manner through our
Library Journal. The prose rendering brings the
precious and useful knowledge contained in the
work within the easy reach of all the doctors.

It is our fervent hope that not only the pra-
ctitioners of Ayurvedic, Siddha and other systems
of medicine but also the geuneral public of the
Tamilnad will derive the fullest benefit of this
publication.

O. A. NARAYANASWAMY,

Thanjavur, Honorary Secretary,
1—10—1967. T .M, S.S: M, Library,
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