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# ..o Salvism thus appears to have gradually grown
stronger and stronper under the patronade of the cola
kings so that in the bepinning of the 13th century we
notice a number of mathas presided over by Saiva
sanyasins, spreadin® their influence over a pretty larpe
portion of the Tamil country., All this must have been in
spite of the teachin®s of the areat Advita philosopher
Sankaracharya whose doctrines are well known. The
philesophical expositions of the Advaita teacher do not
exclude tha methods of pious devotion to be practised in the
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first stapes of spiritual development, but insist on strict
adherence and the paths of Karma as laid down in the
sastres. The Saiva creed, on the other hand, does mnot
appear to have paid much attention to sastric Karma
but, taking unsullied devotion to Siva asits basis, it
received into its fold all classes of people without any
distinction of caste. This Catholicity of the Saiva faith
rendered it not very populor with the orthodox
Brahmanas but the non-brahman classes eaperly toock to
it and at the bepinning of the 13th century, as stated
aleady, it was apparently very influential with its centres
in many places ...... The mathas of the Saiva sanyasins
ealled Sivayopins (177 of 1908) or Maheswaras
(164 of 1908) were mostly named after the famous
Brahman Ssiva saint Tirujnasambandan and the non-Brah-
man saint Tirunavukarasar, - A. R. E. 1909, 103.
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