


i sacred - Tamil Literature in its philosophical side, and
Ellving left behind them immortal fame, won their freedom
“i7m physical bondage by their extreme devotion or Parama
3 xakthi. Bodies may die but their fame willnever disappear.

MANIKKA VACHAKAR was a Brahmin, born in Tmu-
AvoOR, a village 6 miles south of Melur, His original
"nilie was Vapavoorar. Before his 16th year, he became
~roficient in all Sastras and Agamas and an eminent Tamil
., King ArRiMARDANA, who was then the Pandiyan king
saring of the greatness of the scholar and poet,invited him
f his Darbar and appointed him as Prime Minister. Under
able statesmanship of Manikka Vachakar, the administra-
of the kingdom was being carried on without failure of
-3, The people enjoyed prosperity and plenty-
‘at times changed. As usual in the histary of every
fry, our hero saint also had a set of rivdls, who became
jus of his eminence and were conspiring to bring about
iall, :
* At that time the king heard of an invasion of Pandiyan
i.:%ory by Chera armies. The king and his ministers sat
Qmet., and began to discuss the method of self deienc&
.“'counter-act the threatened invasion. The Commandg ¥
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our hero. In those days, horses were meorbed
~ports of the castern coast (Bay of Benfral), and our ber
despatched with All paraphernalia and with large
money for the purchase of horses.

Manikka Vachakar, on his way to the coast, one da
 encamped at TamuepERUNDURAL 2 famous ancient Saiva
gtalam. He worshipped the God ard by chance met
Saivachariar with his disciples. He had his Upadesam or
initiation. And from that moment he became one of the
famous Sivabhaktas. He entirely forgot himself and
. mission. He found the 'tem\ple in a ruined condition. Just as
Rawapas of a later period, he appropriated the king’s
treasure for renewing the temple, : :

Days passed. Our-hero did not return to Madnra, as anti--
cipated. His rivals took advantage of this opportunity and ‘<
informed'the king that his Prime Minister, in whom he had so |
much confidence, had abused the trust and had squandered :

his wealth.

The king was enraged and sent an ultimatum tc
hero, calling upon him ‘to explain the delay., Ma
Vachakar now found out his mistake and represented
difficulties to his Gurn who just appeared again on the sce.

% On his advice and believing in the protection of God, .

- appeared before the king and represented that horses wou
‘arrive in a few days. On the appointed day the king.t
ministers and people were anxiously expecting the arriv-

the horses, Anxious moments passed. Lo! asif by 1.




ﬁadm-a Shimkis ind at last dsappeedt Plg bt
18 miracle of God, called FPemms ufwrds® which
even now enactad during Avani Moola Utsavam in

The king became enraged again and began to chaaﬁdé
his minister. The whole town of Madura was flooded by the
Vaiga river water, The king called upon the people to raise
an embankment. An old woman was unable to doher duty.
God, who acted the part of her servant, did not do his ‘work,
The King finding him guilty, whipped him on his back with
his cane. But the effect of that whipping was simultaneou

5 ‘fe,lt by all the people including the king himself.

Then the king discovered that it was God’s miracle and
that Manikka Vachakar was a famous saint in whose
cause God worked these miracles, The king apologised to
him and was forgiven.

- Manikka Vachakar resigned his ministry, renounced
the world, visited all the Siva temples singing the sublimity
‘of God and attained Mukti atthe feet of Chidambara Natara-
jar. The collection of his songs is known as Tiravachakam

L]
This is the story of that Great Saint who is the hero of
the play which I have had the honour to review.

Great men are born and die but their fame will never
die.® The author of the play deserves our congratulations on
the choice of his plot. His exquisite style, and development
of the plot interwoven with beautiful songs of the modem
type add to the success of the plot,



ein: eanpehtmnsmted by thesaid& ciat
Association is really doing a useful and valuable
creating a love for Tamil authorship and is setting
example to be followed by other kindred associa
interested in the development of our Tamil therat
various branches.and the thanks of the lovers of our Tamil
1anguage are largely due to the members of the Associat

R. S. NARAYANASWAMI AIYER,
} B, A, B. : 9 g
Editor of KALVI, Madurés




Wﬁd play in the Gold Medal competltmn held

‘Madura Young Mei’s Amateur, Association for the best
from any one of the plots of the Thiruwvilayadals, This
declared to be the best of the ten manuseripts recenved.

2. The manuscripts were examined by Messrs, R
Narayanaswami Ayyar, B. A, B. L, Editor of Kalvi, a Tamil
monthly Magazine, P. R. Nagaswami Ayyar, B A, B.

. P. Krishnaswami Sastri, B.A., B.L. and Pandits M. Gop
krishna Ayyar and M. Govindasami Ayyar. This year; the
examining Board was raised from 3 to 5 with a view to makt
the test more severe and accurate. We confess that these
gentlemen had to be put to much trouble and inconvenience
~ in the work and we take this occasion to tender our gratltuda
to them- :

- 3. Our obligations are due to the Proprietors of the
‘Desabaktan Press, Madras, who helped us in bringing o
‘this publication in so incredibly a short time, though the
press, we learn, was working at its highest pressure,

4, 'This introduction will be incompléte if we do not
offer our thanks to the author himself who not only assxgned
his right for this edition (First Edition) to us but also gave
us immense help in the matter of passing proofs and getting
the work ready for publication which otherwise would have

caused us considerable inconvenience. :

- B.Lastly we are glad to record here the unamm 18
verdxct of the Board of Examiners that most of the




 of the plot which stood in the way of its author getting' I
 first place.
5 6. We regret we are not able to print these alho )
- account of the prohibitive cost of paper and printing but we
~ are satisfled that these are also worthy of publication.

V. KATHIRVADIVEL Mmama,
G. SUBRAMANIA AYYAR-

Honerary Secretaries.
The Y. M. A. A.
Map }
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