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WMAPPILLA REBELLION! - A SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER ON THE

MAPPILLA REBELLION IN THT MALaBAR

GAZETTEER.
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Malab?r had baéﬁ the scene of frequent vlelent outbr‘
during the Brltl:h rewlm Phey at varying interys
had marréd tle tranquilitf and peace ol the district..

The suﬁﬁreaks amofg thé{ﬁappillas may be attributed't@;

three main causes, poverty, agz gt diﬂcwr+¥nt.and relizisus

fanaticisu. But mere than theltwo, it was the eXtrome rell—'
gieus fgnaticism amung the Mappillas c@mmunltj that was chiefly”

onsible £57 their vislent outbreaks.. As Mr. Baber (a

neted Cellector of Walabmr) im 1822 observes nthey f@rmed 3

dlszr ce to the Maop1lla e

nity . Misérably peor, n@peless

ant and highly superstitieus and fanatical, the 1 ppillas

‘are peculiarly suscepbible te the inflammateny preachings eof

their high priest'éﬂlled Mambram Teramal Tangal, whese SWAY .
. i e sl e e :

over them 1s ce sbe. WThey rezarded hiw,"says & repért

45

ngs imbued with a portien of divinity. They swear by his fo

as their mest selemn eath.  Earth on which he had s ar

4alked is treasured up". Laadina « miserable state here sn
zarth, the Mappillas are easily fascinated by the' w;ndrsua Jjey
and blessed life in pavadise. Their frenzied bravery“and pre=
“paredmess for death‘tu ent-r inte the "blessed world!" by tlﬁlrv
vielent Jehad 1s semething unimaginable. It almest passes
bélief. The ‘Sahids sr saints predestinate, prepare fuf’d%&th;
They set their houses im order; diverce their wives and ¢lad
in tne white rebes ef martyrs ze eut te die fizhting agalnst ;ﬁe
unbcllever. e wavds‘can depiet!" says Sir Henry Tiaterb@tﬁam

ithe abjeet terror of the Hindas eof all ranks and n1asses yhen

nvasien

nz nf'Mappilla Fanatics 1s en the war path. Ar

stile army ceuld not cause mere consternatien or: 8

by &

sreater panic'.
With rare exceptisns these outbreaks have
out within a radius ef some Flftcen mlleq from Pandalur




in the Ernad Taluk, the 'fanatical zéné' in Malah;r. The
history of the Mappilla outbfea;s starts from 1836 when the
first incident took'placeAin Pandalur area. From that time‘yw
onwards there had been a chain of violent disturbances at

frequent intervals, the outbreak of 192k-22 forming the last

and the greatest of them. . Mappilla unrest peached its high—
watermark_between the years 1336 and 1855. In this period
of eighteen yesars no fewer than twenty-two outbreaks took
place besides numerous abortive risings and conspiracies.

The £i£§t that took place in 1836 was merely a crime. Tt

a Mappilla, murdering a Tindu and wounding

three others. He was shot dead by a taluk peon. In 1849
there was a violent outbreak, in Manjerl and Angadippuram. -
It was one of the ElQQiiEEE_Eiiifﬁifi of the whole long
series.

In August of that year five fanaties under Attan Guruk-

kal, murdered %oms

persons, caused disturbances; seized and

took shelter in the Manjeri Karanamulapad's temple. Soon
o

e neeessary to-send troops

their number swelled. It bec

to capture them. The well-armed sepoys in overwhelming
refused
numbers/to face these handful of "Sahids",.armed only with

war knives.

party led by Engign 'lyse ended

e and his little band were slain. The

troops posed in reserve fled in panic. Detachments of

His Majesty's 94th Regiment and of the 39th I. were brought
Y

: < :
ghat and an encounter

up/forced marches from Cannanore and Pa
took plaée on 4th September 1849. The Cemmanding Officer's
report vividly describes the encounter as follows:-- 'The
enemy came on with the nost desperate courage ?hrowing them-
selves on our bayonets; after firing off their matehlocks,
they took to their war-kalves, swords and spears, and when
struck fd the gfound, renewed the fight even on their kqees

by hi

¢ their weapons at the faces of our men 2nd ‘which

continued umtil literally the; were cut to piecesg'otheré

planﬁed on the trees kept up = most destructive fire wit

their metehlocks loaded with iron slugsi.:

/ e F
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The losses of the troops were trifling but of the sizty

¥ Thus ended

four fanatics not one lived to tell the tale
the outbreak of 1849.

This was followed by two other outbreaks between 1849
and 1852, In the disastrous outrage at Kolattur in the ;
Waluvanad taluk, the sepoys once more broke and fled and evi?n
a detachment of British troops fell back momentarily before
the onrush of the Mappillas. In 1852 disturbance at Mattanur
in the Kottayam taluk, ‘not anly men, but women and children,
the very infant at the breast' were put to the sword.

The next great outbrezk was in 1852. ' It took place
when the British authorities atteipted to arrest Sayyid
Fazl, the Mambran Tangal, the high priest, of the Mappillas.

He had acquired an ancy over the ignorant

Mappilla mind than his predeces: His very presence in

the district had led eds ‘of horror.® The
government wanted to pass an order of arrest on him. on
the very day that the order was passed, ten to twelve thou-
sand Mappillas, many of them armed, assembled at Tirurangadi
in secret conclave with the Tangal. 4ny attempt to arrest
hiﬁ would have led to terrible bloodshed but fortunately,
¥r. Connlly, the District Magistrate, prevailed upon him to
leave Malabaﬂ} peacefully. He sziled for Arabia on March.
19th, 1852. :
,This incident had severly shaken the prestige of the
government . After this the condifion of the Hindusshad be-
come more lamentable. Mr. Strange, a judge of the Sadr
Adalat, was placed on special duty to enquire into the dis-
turbances, their causes and remedies. Rejecting the explana-
tions that the disturbances had their origin in agrarizn de-
pression or Mappilla destitution, Mr. Strange found their
cause to be religious fanaticism fanned by the preaching of
ambitious priests like the Mambran Téngals. He advocated
a stern repressive policy and at his suggestion a special» 61

force of police was raissd and Acts XXITT and XXIV of 1854




were.passed into law. The latter rendered illegzal the pos-

session of the war-knife after February lst 1855 and by that .
date 7561 knives had been surrendered. The former empowered
the authorities to fine the Mappilla population‘of amsams
implicated in outrages and to take stringent meaéures against
all-pefspns suspected of complicity in them. A few months
later, Mr. Conolly, District Magistrate of Malabar, and
provisional
pEIxEXpxX wember of council, was barbarously murdered by
fouf Mappilla convicts.

Notwithstanding the heavy penalties of the Mappills

Acts, outbreaks still continued, though at longer intervals.

In 1873, Kolattur was the scene of another tragedy. In

e was .another outbreak at Melattur. ¥r. Logan
and Mr. Jigram, District Judge of South Malabar, reported

Mappillas were the

root cezuse for the frequent troubles. Bviction was especial-

most fundamental of them.

given far too little weight to agrarian
discontent as a cause of the disturbances.

+

. Logan was appointed Special

Commissioner to enquire into land tenures and tenant rights’

B

in Malabar and to consider the best means of removing another
long-standing grievance of the Mappillas, viz., the difficulty
of getting from their Hindu landlords, sites for mosquess and

burial grounds. In his report he was of opinion that the

Mappilla outragss were more engendered by the overwhelming
influence of Janmis especially in the matter\of evicting
tenants fd: rent. He suggested various remedies which were'
elaborately discussed in two commissions. Finally the Mala-

)

ror

bar Compensation ants Improvements Act was passed.
Provision for acquisition of lands for Mappilla cemetries
under the Land Acquisition Act was also made.

These land reforms did not however seem to.have produced

any ﬁﬁar—reaching effects on the outbreak of the Mappillas.

A time of excitement succeeded Mr. Logan's Commissiong;ahﬂ
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Withip fheigigggy_ggfgzﬁffs were plled up the,

between 1883 and 1885 no less than five outraves brake out.

Of these, mention must be msde of the outrage of 1884. A

gang of twelve men, mostly‘illiterate cultivators, set out to'

~wipe sway the stain on the honour of Islam. As usual they

committed murder and caused disturbance in the country. Mr.
! 3 : [ &; 4
Logan with tpoops and police had to suppress the rising with

a heavy hand. The disarming of the Calicut, Zrnad and Waluva-
Sansci

nad taluks was immediately taken up. . The dangerous operation
was carried out in February 1885 carefully without resistance.

More than 20,000 arms were collected including nearly QOdO

. guns.

after |
Again there were outbreaks sven ¥m the disarming of the

‘rebel zone'. Two of them were exceptionally serious. In

the Egpdik‘.d outhreak of 1898 the names of thirty-gwo Mappil-

125 were added to the long roll of martyrs and the aopalling

tregedy of 1896 was unprecedented as well for the number of

the Panatics that took part in it, as fori the swift and terriblé‘
retribution that overtook them.  The plob‘was nipped in the |
bud before it:was mature. However even X%%gg its suppression
was followed by heavy cisualties, The matter was precipated

by the mudden arrest of four of the ringleaders. The same
ev%ning a gang of twenty Mippillas went out on the war path

and for five days in ever increasing numbers they terrorised

the country side. - Hindus were murdered or their teudumis !t
were cut off znd they were summarily converted to Islam.

Temples were desscrated and burnt =nd houses wsre looted. and

destroyed.  Finally they were encountered by the District w%
Magistrate with the msein body of troops near Manjeri Karana- 3

milepad's temple. 4 terrible fight snsned. The troops

opeﬁed f%rez the fanatics instead of taking shelter, d@lihe-'
rately countersd death offering themselves as a target to the
bqlléts by coming,froﬁ the temple. Demand of surrender &as

answared by hosrse oriss of defiance. rwnally when the troopsl

entéered into the temp;e, a horrlble aight et thelr eyes.




two Mappillas. = The great majority of them were dead. At

least twenty had their throats cut from ear to ear. They had
been murdered by their comrades to prevent them being captured

alive. By March 13, 1896, the outbreak

at an end. Ninety

nine Mappillas had gone out to die and all but siz had accom-

plished their purpose. Sir Henry Winterbotham, a member of

T4 2
the Board of Revenue, was deputed at once to Malabar to enguire

into the circumstances of the disturbance

d the means teken
to suppress it. His report completely justified the action
of the District Magistrate.‘ In 1898 there was another rising.
It was however a small abortive outbreak.

No fines were imposed after these outhreaks, partly be-

cause it was feared that this would accentuate the already ex-

treme poverty of the fanatical aoﬁe, partly bacaﬁse the Map- -

pilla community in general had shown far less sympathy with the

outbreak than oﬂfcrmar occasions. After these risings the
dangerous zones were linked by good roads. Special police

forces were stationed at all important places and on important

mzan, additional protective mea~

religious festival days like R

ghtened Mappillas were enlisted

The Pukkoyya Tangal, realising

how the fanstical outbreaks only resulted in accumulating misery

and disaster for the Mappillas, had isswed a pamphlet,sternlx

denouncing outbreaks as opposed to true rel

tive éffect of all these measures was that the district of

Malabar wes comparatively from fanatical outbreaks for

nearly two decades.,

The influence of the measures on the life of the Mappillas

was considerable. In spite of the pressure of ewer increasing
: their a |
population, the low standard of/living and their traditional

ents -

habit of committing crime; the Mappillas after these
were by 26 mesns slow to take advantage of some of the oppor-

tunities that were opsned to them. They enlisfed in the army,

took up the workvin the rubber plantations and in the timber

trade and enzaged themselves in petty trades and retail busi-

ness. Some of them‘migréted to places outside the diétrict

ion. -The ecumula-

i
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like Mysore to work in the gold mines and in

nected with the construction

railways. Thef§§ﬁere also
gmigration to countriés outside Trdia like Ceylon, the :
Strait Settlements dndvthé Dutch’ Indies for ﬁhe purpose of
trade and work.

The second phase. in tﬁe history of the Mappilla rislings
begins- with the outbreak of the first world war and the em-
broilment of Turkey in it. These had spread among thes Map-

pillas 5

espread belief that the British Raj was coming
torilts end.
The first in the second phase broke out' in 1915, when
amiias

some Mappillas kidna

ped & Tiyya boy aged 10 or 12 and con-

verted him to Islam, without the knowl
2

and approval of
nis guardian. The District Maglstrate when the facts were

proved, fined the Mappilla responsible R3.50. A plot was
30 ) 1% P

formed to murder both the Magistrate and the boy, to coumence
v

ind followers for an outbreak.

ms

‘dacoities and to collsct

The plot was discovered ‘an ompt action was taken to put

down the risi

The Collector was ambushed in this action

d narrowly caped with his life, The Mappillas in their

traditi

nt out! in appro

& holy war with the Government.

i e

dealt with, =

on the side of the Mappillas.

@ num

Four s later ip 1919 there was another small out-

br

15 led by

L2
Gl

in th appuram area, in which some yol

Purapurath Valiacheck Haji, a men of 6%@ who, had previously

bee

hn the Police, murdered ssveral Hindus for no reason ex-

cept Mosle daticism. The gang were rounded up by the

Police 1n a farm house and all shot.
The most formidmble of the Mvppillai outbreaks o0k place

Khila-

in the year 1921-22. Tt was the direct outcome of

fat agitation and the non-co-operation movement.  The out-

Turks had

break of the world war and the fight against €

already created much hostilities and contempt among the Map:




A wave of

pillas against the Britigh government in Indisa

discontent and unrest was Sweeping ‘over the enbise region.
Now 1t was sugmented by the violent presachingof the Khilafat
agitators and members of non-co;bperution movement . Both
Maslim and Congress leaders 1i ¢ Shaukat Ali,xmd Gandhiji apnd

others, toured the area and addressed the masses. The

For ‘example, they said at & muss
m@eting‘at Calicut that if the Mappillas were strong enough

they ought to fight and, if too wesk, they should emigrate

rather than continue, under the British Raje By February

1921, the results of almost unchecked #gitation, both by

Hindus and tnslims, were sufficiently disquieting. Besides e

was voluntesr movement and the carrying of arms

in these arsas, in a pronounced ‘nsnner. The volunteers

preached that Amir of Afg stan would come to overthrow the
British government, that the Mappillas should help: Gandhi
and the 411 brothers and that Govermment officers should be

done away with. The priests se

0

I to have been in remarkably

close touch with the development of the Khila

at agitation
throughout India and to have passed en at once anything cal-

culated to inflame the fe lings of their hearers. On account 3

of all the there was wuch excitement and'signs of disturbarice
a@ong the people. The district authorities found themselyés
facing 2 situation which grew steadily Worse.

Incidents significant of coming real trouble oceurred 4t
the end of July and the beginning of August. There weretthrea-
teningd/ demonstrations from Mappilla# crowds on two occasions

when the zuthorities

wanted to arrest some persons who were

involved In cases of theft and maltreatement of Tiyyans.  The
strength of the demonstrators at onef time rose up to 2,000.
Tiere were signs also such as the meking of special knives

.3hd preparing themselves for_a 'Jenad! .

It was decided that an éttempt should be made{to njp the




the trouble in the bud hy a surprise raid on Tirurangadi
and its neighhourhobd in order to effect the arrest of about
24 known ringleaders. The rTaid was fixed for the 20th

Avgust and was only partially successful. The news of ar=

e

rest coupled with the spread of false rumours of desecra-

amous HMambram mosque brought great crowds 4o

tion of the f

of Meppillas into clash with the aqthorities. Mr. Rowley

of the Police and Lt. Johnstone of the Lein sters wers cut

down: while parleying with the crowd and apart from the fight-

ing there were several deliberate murders of police mes

gers, motor drivers and a special force Inspector. The

-Distriet Magistrate handed over control to the Senior Wili-

tary Officer present. As if at @ prearvanged signal the

& bonn: up aph wires, ¢ cut, stations :
L*yh-ﬂluLwnu AM&I e Cogilon bple oA lfn
attacked and attempts ua&e to dﬁbtro,LSlX niles of Calieuts.

railway lines w

The district was for : time cut off from communication with
the ouliside worl’ and with @ large Mappilla popul&t}én at
qxlgggt/i%ua§% as far from reassuring. 411 Musaliyar had
arrogated to himself the tltle of ("Kingl et Tiruraﬁgadi and
at Pandikad the local Khilafat ringleadsrs divided the coun-

.
appointed

try ‘into ﬂK&&i@Lé 'Khilafat kingdom! and

trnlers®. © Disorder rapidly spread through Ernad, Waluvanad

and Ponnanl Taluks and between Elst ard 26th August wmost of

the public offices

stations lootad of thelr arms, m@nj Hindu hous»s were dacoited

¢ attacked, sub-treasuries robbed, police

and their i habitants 1ll-treeted er murdered; llquor shops
were burnt, most of tha main roads blocked Vltl trees and
bridges >PJ culverts broken down.  The murder jof Hindus for

refusal o eccept Islam were, however, more freguent «from

September «rds, when troops were =lre:dy operating against
Vthe various gangs into which the reb@ls broke up. In‘eﬁfly

stages -of the repellion a small nuumbr of Hindus, mostly ﬂgi4
tators‘h&d actually joined up with the Mappillas. i
; ‘A form ofuﬁa;tial_Law was decl;fe@ for the ares, a wili-

téry Commander appointed with s special civil ofificer attwched

and a woveabls column sent from Bangalore. .

RS
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stationed at Calicut went to retake Nalappuram:_ On the
way , at Pukkottur it was attacked by a furious mob of 1000

" rebels with all sorts of arms. The Mappillas came on deter-

mined to die and no less than 400 were killed before the

relieving column could make its way to Malappuram. On

25th August 1921, H.M.S. "Comus" arrived at Calicut from

Ceylon on the request of the Gover

t to protect the

town from the rebels.

Y
first Bangalore|gached Malap-
puram. vﬁoén another column was sent. Both of them met

at Tirw di 4 battle toeok place. Several rebels were

-killed and t

sir leader Ali Musaliyar surrendered. Mean-

while & ed two

ang under V. Kunhamad Haji brutally surd

mer of the Police order, a Head constable and s retired

Mappilla Police Inspector, Khan Bahadur Chekkutti Sahib.

at

establish

Military posts jur and Pandik-

Q

kad and two moveable columns marched through

rebeds.

as of old

of she
o fight to the death had broken up into wandening 5/ aii-

bushed: sevaral convoys and causgd some casualties among the

gov ment: forces. « The total strength of those

was approximately 10000f and as they got more des

dacoities, forced conversions and murders became more brutal

4lso by the middle of October rebel activi-

ties in s west of the Arikede arsa became more intense and

developed into a jehad against the It was about this

(2

t of Calicut from Manjeri to Pud

burst into flames. It was marked by much more savagery than

padi had

the inland p

rebel activities ewerywhere. Hindus refusing Islam were
butchered wholesale. The rebellion in this area was dealt
»wifh mainly by the Malabar‘spécial golice; Burma Rifies and
Gurkha soldiers well trailned in jungle warfare, accompanied

by a wireless section and armed cars. A special police force

‘of 350 local nien also was raised. The forces also made a raid

\

on Melwuri and accounted for 245 rehels. n;t\was'?eally a

. i
serious blow since Pandikkad and Pulkottur were struck.




This success was follewed hy considerable offers of

surrender. Offers to suspend military operations over=
look offences against Government property nrior te 26th
August on condition of surrender and active assistance in

arresting wanted rebels and &x preventing the entry of

ngs
were made, to certainareas but do not seem to have met with
mich response at first. It was then decided to organize a

e troops in small parties right across the coun-

drive by ti

i3

‘try and this lasted from 1lth to 25th Hovember. Zven during

these organized drives there were attacks and outrazes from |

example, at one time a surprise attack

on the Gurkha regiment was de by 2,000 rehels. The

Gurkha casualties were serious. But these drives nad their
own effects. They broke the organized resistance of the /
rebels., At the end of the drive, the areca System Was' rever-
ted to and the constant: pressure exercised on the rebel gangs
which prevented them getting supplies, together with mumerous
small encounters gradually broke their morale. Surrenders

and also information leading to the capture of the ringleaders

o

ec:

=}

e very frequent. Seethi Koya Thangal, Chembrasseri
Thangal and Kunhamad Haji; 2ll these rebel gang leaders were

captured one by one and after January 1922, the rebellion

broke down and died a natural-death within a shert time.

It required practically two full brigades of infantry

with transport and wireless details 2nd detachments of sappers

and
pXxEzxar® pioneers and 700 special police to suppress: the

rebellion.” active part played by the Mappilla women de-

2

serv#s notice. Two are known to have been shot in actual

G

fighting and 157 were have taken part in definite .
—offences chiefly dacoities and thefés.

Bpecial Courts were set up te deal with the enormous
number of criminaljcases. Court martials were employed mainly

=

: . : —~ :
in case of rebel leaders. Martial Law: Regulations and summary

wer i
cour%s?ﬁawever, but sparingly used. For a number of offenders

a scheme of suspended sentence and instalment fines was orgina-




e

ted.‘ The total number of \ﬁepﬁrted murders wa.s 468, dacoi- ‘?
ties.5941, arson 352. Three ‘nundréd and &kxx twenty Hindu
temples were destroyed and in Zrnad faluk alone 90Cpases of :
forced cornversion to Islam were reported. A}! most distress-
ing occurrence which took place on the W
resulted in the.déat‘n by asphyxiation of @70 Mappilla prisoners
in the train between O0lavakkot and Podanur while they were
being conveyed ‘from the disturbed area _t-:)'l:he Bellary jail.

There was much distress among Hindu refugees. A cenfrel
Relief Committee which ran 22 camps was formed . In these‘ ]

camps some 20,000 refugees were &
T R et i By e ., AL gl
lkg Ylore than 2% 1akhs of rupee

records was very considerable. However the problem created

6s W siven reliﬁf. In the affec—
< o 5
ted area itself lifera
i

spent in these-works. he destruction of Public and private

by them was overcome with great difficulty. Special measures
were adopted by general agreement in the Hindu community, te
make it. easy for those forcihlj%:onvertéd to Islam to re'tu:n

to the Hindu fold. 51;119 Malabar special police ralsed in the
rebellion was continued as a permanent force and its strength i
eventually fixed at 680 with the complewent of officers and

N.C.0.{s.
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