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January 3 1921. LEADER. D

THE CONGRESS.

e

The 35th session of the Indian National Congress
concluded its session on the last day of the year 1920.

Nearly 20,000 delegates attended the Session from all parts

of the country. The subjects @iscussed were of farJzééhing 2
national imppmtance. Ine earnestness, animation, and spirit
shown by ‘the delegates in the subjects Commit!ee and in the
Congress session were unequelled in any previous.seséion of
the Congress. ‘The proceedings will constitute a notable land—
mark in the annals of the congress movement in this country
Beside\which party organisations such as the loderate conf-
erence which met in this city under the grandiloquent name

of the national Liberal Federation are like a rush light
before the blazing sun. dNr, Ben Bpoor M.P. One of the pro+
minent leaders of the Committee Brexkmbzur British Labour
party and the Chairman of the British Congress Committee
a£tended the #ittings from start to finish and characteri- fg
éed the congress as an epoch making one in the history of(In&iéﬁﬁ
nationalism. . . . « . . The key-note of the remarkable su- .

ccess of the last congriss and of the tremendous enthu~

siasm which has marked its proceedings is the union of

heart which has been consummated among the Nationalists of .
all shades of‘opinion and their inflexible determination tox o
throw heart and sould into the national movement and to leave
no stone unturned in striving by all legitimafe and peace-
ful means to attain the national goal, Viz., fSwaraj". ;

A local contemporary gravely assures us that the congress\i;,
is dead. Since however the penning of obituary‘noticeg of
the Congress has latterly been t%e Moderates"ouriots cor

tfibution to the advancment of India's cause the news w
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‘and of which the Non—co-operétion movement is the expreaion.
It is not without s:.gnificance that while the congress
demands, the Libera.l federation wagesT %requests“ "re- -
commends" and "considers". The la‘tter indicates a mentality
essentially servile and 1i‘ to repudiate that Hentality ds '
a desserviece bthen ths “cu;ﬁu‘ can easily vut up with a
few more guch digservices. We have bsfors pointed out
that the ehaxige in the creed of the congress was actuated
not by a desire to work against the British connection but
to get rid of the cramping e}gffacts of a blind reverence
for it, upon hationalv progress. Sternal tutelge postulates
eternal sloth and no nation can grow great‘ tha@t has not
1eami‘f: to depend upon itself. Moderatism is nc;’c a policy
but disease. How else is one fo explain the fact that men
whose criticism of officigl short comings is as vigorous as
that of anybody still cherish a pathetic belief
in t:ho'se game official promises and smboth words? Mr.
ba.sﬁ:ri denounces the officials but pins his faith upon
the efficacy of annual resolutions in the Assembly and councll
of state calling for the redress of the Punjab erime. And
this despite the fate of his own resolution in the defunct
council ! & perusal of the addresses delivered at the
Moderate confabulation will serve to emphasise the differ-
Bnce be;*:rtl;e two points of view. « . « . o LIt is necessary
however to explain the psychology of the change since
e Kbl e joined hands with the reactionaries in
the discrediting of the comgress and are trying to make
out that the éhang_e implies a cleavage that it unbridgeable

Dbet the friends and the enemies of the British Empire. It
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is so easy to raise up the bo#sey of rebellion and sinn
Peinism. A right understandihg of the methods and objeetéjv'» 7
of the congress will dispel any uneasiness to people in
Britain whose conacience'é are easy and wWho are fair minéed
enough to recognise that even subject peoples have rights
“and have above all bhe pight to Work ouf their salvation,

The ptrict insistence on non-violence Which hos contribu—

distinguishing from all other mass movements towards :
nationality. If as is suggested b;f the keepers of the Britishji
conacience, the amser ~ to it is violence the Indian .

people will remember tﬁat the employment of immoral

weapons will ever defeat itself and that every era of
repression only happens the day of freedom. <‘he chall-
enge has gone forsh and a programme has been adopted which

is more comprehensive and which in our opinion is none the

less effective because it is more @iffuse. It has been sugg—
ested by the watchful guardiaen of non-co-operators® morals

that the Gandhi programme has been emasculated. Since

"New India's" enthusiasm for non-co-operation is in

direct proportion to the amouf‘ 'nt'pf inconvenience?
= :

it causes to its own opponents mobody will take its opi-=

nions seriously. As & matter of fact few will deny that the

programme has been made far more effective. The objection
that was raised against the original programme that it was

purely destructive that it was unegually balanced in thei

call for sacrifice has now been entirely removed. T}le -
sacred cause of education is nof hempered while on the

other hand the scheme provides for the ‘prdmoti,oz'i'ef faét




for 8 better type of education than now avadlabls, Pro'-.
vislon i als0 nede for industrial expansion and gooe

4 " &HOI;li'C;\Of wationdl uglift. Self-renunciat;n self-gacrities
end se1f reldance and wify i politieal offort areadso %

‘be $he wateh words of those who Lahour in the canse of the

 country,



-6~ : = Qa = i
January 14 1921. LEADER. |
MEDICAL SERVICE.

The basic idea of reform and Treorganisation of
services in India is the gradual Indianisation of the Indian
services and ‘not the creation of some high posts for a
favoured few. Perhaps nowhere in the bifter struggle for
breaking the barrier of colour prejudice and racial
superiority have the Indians met with greatsr opposition
and more persistent hindrance than in the field of
medical service in this country.‘ The curtailmenj: of mono= =

polies ¢so long ché rished as the special privilege

of Buropean officers will naturally provoke hostile feelings
and such feelings ought not to be allowed to cramp the
rising ambition of the Indian officers of accredite
capacity that desire to have as large a share as possible
» in the administration of their ws own country. The great
war had proved beyond a shadow of doubt the hollowness
of the pretensions of the IwM.S. for efficiency and super-
iority and even the Esher Committee was driven to the
necessity of makr'mg the following remarks with regard to
their work in the field:—-— "Military opinion as re-
presented to us by many witnessses of high authority and
_recent experience in the field was practically? unanimous -
in holding that the officers of the latter (ImM.S.) serfice
1acked‘the necessary training for work in the field

though quite as effieicmet professionally as the R.A.M.C.
in the :i‘\ei‘liﬁ{'g.lso as specialists and consultants . . . .

z
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On the other hand the,f1v¥;.§§§?§E!EF739rgeons -
temporary commissions majority of whom — Indians, had
been; it i1s sald by competent judges, quite satisfactory and
the decorations and distinctions earned by them compared
favourably with those earned by the permanent commissioned
officers. The Civil Medical officers who had volunteered fo
for field service at a time of speciallemergency had no mi-
litary training and yet they rose quite equal to the occasion
and discharged their dutiiﬁ under trying conditions with

such efficiency and thoroughness that they gained the ad-
miration of even hostile critics and in faect, it is =~
said in some quarters, that they saved the I.M.S. from com-
plete and ignominious break-down." It will be interesting

to know how thg#se loyal servants of the Government had been
rewarded. The Biight portion of the service rendeged by the
Tndians was not presentéd before the Esher Committee

and they were made to remark in their report "Out of 900

or more temporary Indian medical officers employed in the war
' we uderstand that bniy a small proportion have proved
themselves so fit for active service as to justify selection
for permanent appointménts. An I.M.S. officer wrote in the
nServant of Ipd;g"{ét;'1éth November 1920 that the treatment
‘meted out to them (Indian Medical officers) was far from fr-
iendly considerate or sympathetic and in some cases 1t

could harély be imagined as possible anywhere else except

in the I.M.S. The offters in the temporary commission are
glven a separate scale of pay promotion and grati?ities

quite distinct from the permanent service . Leaving these
distinctions apart these Indian officers represent that thqy
should be permitted to participate in command and other
charge allowances of the services to whicé for the time being-
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they belong, This must appear to be just and ressonable to all ‘,

people who are not blinded by prejudice.

 If the differential scale of pay 1s extended to the
permanerit service also, it will be nothing but bare-faced

attempt fo perpetuate the race distinetion in its most 0b-

‘jectionable form, Such huniliating terms of service will keep

out the very class of Indians whom it will be nost desirable
b0 enlist in he service, It id hoped that those 1nterestsd o
in the saocth working of the service would do their best to  ,‘
refove 311 race distinctions and give equality of'treatment bo

i al_lfofhficers of the service, efficiency being faken o5 the

sole consideration for promotion ani prefernents
ey - Tt ‘ 7



- -
January 26 1921. ! LABOUR.
CONSERVANCY COOLIES STRIKE.

The strike still continues in the city and the state
of affairs in the town has already become intolerable. The
Health officer with the assistance of the Sanitary Inspector
is trying his best to make some conservancy arrangements
so far as :importanui publia institutions are concerned4#uw_
motor lorries and temporary hired coolies. It would appear
that these coolies are harassed and molested. by labourers on
strike. This morning at Krishnampet , the Health officer

himself was attacked by some of the coolies, but he unfortu-

nately escaped. Yesterday; we understand that when Dr. Subra-

mahia Alyar Assistant Health Officer, was retunning in a
lorry from Otteri after dumﬁing the rubbish he was attacked
by about 40 laboures pelted with stones and he received
injuries on his face. His nasal bone was broken and two of
his teeth were knocked down. He is now an inpatient in the
Rayapettah Hospital. The driver of the same lorry was also

hurt.

=
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Nr. Harisarvothama Row's Statements--

Mr. G.Harisarvothama Row, President the Scavanger's

°© =
wmnion, sends us the following statements--—

When I wrote to the Pres?@esterday I hed no information
that work had stopped again at ceftain centres. I learnt
that there was stoppage at Budupet and Choolai aboyt 2-30 p.m.
I thought it rather strangex that while the healtg staff
took my assistance on the previous day voluntarily going
to me, T had no intimation of this subsequent situation. HOQ-
ever, I went to Pudupet by myself and after a while persuaded
the men to go to work. I went from there to Choolai. As
fpe story was goling round against the mill employees I went to
the Labour Union premises and took a large number of them to
the Choolai scavengers so that I might communicate that the
‘mill men had no- conmection with what was aileged to be happ-
ening. The men at Choolai brought forward a further argument
last evening that because the mill men were ouf;for nearly
= months they had not paid their private scavenging fees and
as such the scavengers who relied to some extent for food upon
- such fees found it impossible to liee with the meagre wages
given by thé municipality: On further enquiry I find that
there was a large number of scavengers involved in the mill
affair and a goodly number in.the strike of the water works
and the pumbping station MﬁnicipaIVWOrkeps.. With a Municipality
that did not show any prompt consideration to representati%ns
made oh behalf o} its workmeh with regard to wages, with past
real wages cut off by the long drawn lockout of the mills
1nvolving»thousands of constituents, with a large number of

their own brethren concerned in strikes and lock-outs, with
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a terrible scare of being actually attacked in the course of dtgy

tc find the cause of which no attempt seems to have been i b

S5

immediately made by the authorities concerned it is no wonder %

that men of the type of scavengers behave as they have

done. The only solution seems to be that Government and the
publid should demand that large employees must submit when
acute struggles arise, to a proper board of arbitration con-
sisting of representatives of both sides in equal number with

a co-opted member. Certainly no one man or two should havé

the right in the name of employment to control the destinies

of thousands of his fellowmen against their will, simply because |
he or they can get together e%?ugh capital to establish satanie
structures that make automato#s of men and degrade humanity

to the level of drudging brute. The Muni¢ipality and publie
should make up their minds to pay their menial-étaff suffici-
ently to make them live human 1lires. 4s I am finishing this
communication I'undersfand a special meeting of the corporation
has been éalled énd 12 representatives from each depot have been.'

called to a conference by the authorities concerned:w. We have

to await what may yet take place.
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January 26, 1921, ~ LEADER. : Non-co-operation.
THE STUDENTRXS' MOVEMBRT.

The Students! Movement in Calcutta is rapidly spreading
to the mofussil and it may be expected that in a few weeks
the whole of Bengal will have adopted it. The facts must have
come as a shock to the c&nics in the Anglo-Indiaﬁ A;i. Press
and those of our country who, after‘the Special Congress and
till quite lately, congratulated'Bengal and her youths on their :
sanity and tacit readiness to follow their counsels; for, it wasl
not perceived by these that the youths of Bengal in delaying thei
response to the call of the congress were far from jett;%oning
‘the nation's appeal only ruminating in their minds as to ,‘,E
how best they could respond to that call. Their answer is 7
now made; it is writ in golden letters in the empity halls and
lecture rooms of the colleges of Calcutta and its neighbour-

hood, in the enthusiastic gatherings at the College square 7?

eagerly listening to the patriots? advice, and though little 7
evident as yet, in the villages of Bengal far and wide carrying
into effect the sacred doctrine of national service.

‘Gréve as is the step taken by the youths of Bengal who among
us ecan honestly and after deep deliberation say for certain
that the great national wrongs inflictéd on %s might have -
been redressed by one less serious? The elders tried hard 5
in the past to seek redress in other ways and on all occasions i
their efforts have proved futile and the shock of sheer des- a;
pair has put most of them gpt,of~action and striick many of
them éumb. The ranks of effectiQes among the leaders‘ have
thus been thinned, but the struggle for freedom refuses = ﬂ

to cease and the vacant places aré being £i.led by recruits
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who, if they lack experience, possess all other reguisites of
success, - freshness, enthusiasm, vitality, earnestness,
youth and unpounded faith in the high destiny of their country.
The faith—in the high destiny of their country. The soul
of a nation if it is a living entity, cannot be suppressed by
the secession of this indiviual or that or even this,
that or the other group or parties. It finds expression in
more methods than we know of and like the will of providence
it seeks and finds fulfilment in many ways and circumventing
all obstacles. That is the lesson of the studentd$ movement
in Bengal. 1Its expansion is limited only by the amount of
useful service that cduld be found for the withdrawing students.
and if the village organisationsa and the development schemes
.connected with them fructify we publish elsewhere the Bengal
programne they can find mﬁre than ample work for éll the lakh
and fifty thousand students in the Bengal colleges. The
Punjab stuéents do not lag behind. It will be noticed from a
telegram published. ex® elsewhere that the students of Lahore
numbering hundreds, went all the way from Lahore to Gujranwalla
to get the advice of Mr. Lajpat Ral on the question. That 7
advice appears elsewhere; and the result thereof we need not

It 19 true tﬁat as yet the response
but it does not

pause to considers, .
to this movement in our Presidency has been slow;
mean that the same thing will not happen here. TheJﬂadra%f

it is proverbial is less emotionai and more reflective than

: his fellow-countrymen; and if he is slow, he will be sure.

“The echo of the Bengal movement is already heard in our

Presidency and we note the beginnings of the movement in the
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January 26, 1991, Non-cg-operation.

NON-CO- OP’“RATION 1IN SALEM.

~ The following six pleaders in Salem havg_suspended>
their practice except for pending cases, in pursuance ofxfhe Con-
gress resolutions--- Viz, messrs (4) V.S. Subramania Iyer, B.A.
B.L., (2) M.G.Vasudevayya, B.A., B.L., (3) V,M.Ramaswami’Iyer
B.As, B.L., *4) K.V.Subba Rao BuA.B.L., (5) N.Rema Rao, B.A:
B.L., and (6) D.S.Gopalachariar, B.A., B.L., They have‘re;
solved to devote thier whole time for the present for the
carrying out of the congress resolutions in salem dist. at.
Meésors V.M. Ramaswami Iyer, K.V.Subba Rao.and M.G.Vasudevayya
have also withdrawn their children from the Government and
aided schools. Dr. P.Varadérajulu Naidu and a f;w of the above
will begin propaganda work on the 24th instant at Kelamangalamg
in Dharmapuri taluk. As the old District Congress Commi%tee
for this district went out of existence long ago, the abéve
have constltuted themselves into 4 provisiosal committee for
doing congress work in the district especially to bring the
congress machinery intc being in accordance with the
new constitmtion. It is reguested that other workers in the
talug and village centres, who are prepared to carry out the
cougre;s resolutions, may put themselves in communication '
with Mr. V.S.Subramania Iyer, Sivaswamipuram Salem.

It is a matter fo; congratulation that a number of
ladies of Saiem demand a Natlonal Girls! scpool and have
spon%aneously come out with offers of financigi{help for the ‘i
same. They alsc demand that the school shoﬁlé provide for
lessonslggmand that the school should providé for lessonsfin
spinning for girls and ladies. They are busy cbllecting funds

among themselves.




]

_ i
Fetruary 3, 1921, Leader. Native States.
: _ REPRESSION IN INDIAN STATES.

Elsewhere we publish a telegram which Speaks for itself
regarding the .order of externment issued upon Mr. Satyamurthi
by the Pudukottoh Darbar. When an absentee ruler deleg;foo
his irrespondibility upon a confirmed European bureaucrst one
has gen;}éily not long to wait for the explosion and Mr.

Burn, 1.C.S., has lost no time in adding his modest foot

more to the hist@ry of Indian repression. 1t is for the people
of the state coqcerned to decide whether they are going to take
their dragooning lying down but for the rest of India the
rincident serves once again to draw pointed attention te an
impoftant problem, Some time ago we drew aptention to the pecu-
liar problem presonted by the existence of Indian states in

ti . éevelopment of Indian polity. We sgggested that Indian
politlcians will soon have to face the problem in real earnest
That problem is simply stated if the solution is not of an equal
simplicity. Is there any room in the self governing and
selfcontained India that we envisage for arid patches where
reactivn and autocracy run life? We have before pointed out
that the question is a delicate one, since it is complicated
by the touch of sentiment involved in the fact that these States
represent so mahy mouthfuls saved from the tentacles of the
British sctopus. The time has now ceme in our opinion to
9nquire whether for the sake of a sentiment that as we advance
towards self-government is found to diminish in its appeal

‘we should consent cheerfully to endure what we cannot but

=egard as clogs to our national unity. It would be asrhypocri-

tical as it would be useless to pretend that from the point
of respect for civil rights the best ruled of Indian states

=&
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‘can stand comparison with Bfitish India. It can then be

small consolation to argue that an Indian would rather be tro-
dden upon by one of his own race than by a foreigner, which
after all, is-what the sentimental argument amounts to. The
kmkatx toad under the harrow probably does not feel

nore resigned because the instrument of its torture is of
indigenous manufacture. It is a matter capable of clear

proof that the subject of an Indian ruler is no happier

than his neighbour who fdaunts his "slave mentality" under a
foreign yoke., In fact if the inflﬁgé from the states into
British territory in times of famine is any criterion, his
capacity to withstand scarcity is far inferior. They are

ruled by princes who except in rare instances have as

much pretensions to a genealogical table as the grocers and
financiers who buy peerages in these democratic days. Some

of these states it is true are well administered but their
very showiness serves to remind one hoﬁ much depends upon

the will of a single person and upon his qua}ities good or bad.
4 sudden kink in that personage's brain may bring down the whole
elaborate edifice like a house of éards. It would be well for

those who are tempted to enthuse about “progress" in Indian

states to seriously pond@r how far it is wise for the happiness

of millions of our fellow countrymen to depend upon the whims
of autocrats. The solicitor in "Pickwick! it will be
remembered pointed out the importance of the jury having a good
breakfast before the trial. Is it consistent with our new
conception of political values to view unmoved the fact

that the fate of a third of India depends upon the digestions,

V- e PO g
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physical mental and moral, of a few individuals?. . . . ., , . .
The states aré'lndian - the sentimental argument. They are
 not as unhappy &s represented. British rule is as baa or is
growing to be as bad. With the.enlightenmeqt of thé rulers ]
their gulé is bound td‘improve. No one with any knowledge of —
the §Egtes will pretend that the people in the majority of

them are hébpier from the point of view of physiéal'éomfort

thah in Brifishvlndia. Sentiment might keep them iore resigned
but that is all and it is a steadily dlminishlng consideration
Polltlcallv their level is a generation behind British India

for the simple reason that political activity has been

steadily discouraged by “these "public spirited Rulers" over whose
virtues the Indian social Reformer is apt téféentimentalise.

And their treatment of political movements is far more perverse
and inspired to a far greater extend by personal piqué and : '
what is graphically Kgown as: "place intrigue! than durlng the
worst periods of peégeé;gtatlea in British India.We have guoted
instances enough of such mis-government. Who reading the cause

of offence which set the defacto ruler of Pgdikkottah to
launching his thunderbolts could say that théirésggé22§§£ibn of =
British India is of the same degree of unreasoning truculence

as in the Indian states? We are aware that itwas a European

and one trained in the ways of buruacracy that is responsible

but does not'the fault liex with those that put the weapon

in his hands? In British India we make at least aipretence

of justice. We may be denied it as often as not but even p?e-
tences are valuable. They are post dated cheques on which
if not ourselves at least posterity may draw. Which of

_ these "public spirited rulers" we ask will consent even to

make a show of surrendering his power, irrevocably in
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Bebruary 4, 1921/ Leader, Prohibition
' THE DRINK PROBLEM.

Excise is a transferred shbject under the Governmnet of

India Act and the ability with which the Ministers are able

to tackle the drihk problen may perhaps provide however
partially a test as to the genuineness of the worth of the
.montford'measure of reforms. That the problem is day by day
growing mére and more ser}ous there is no doubt whatsoever.

The latest Administration Report of the Madras Abkari Depart-
ment the one for the year 1919-1520, afforcs striking evidence
of this fact. There has been arise  in the consumption of all
kinds of intoxicantvliquors as welﬂ/;s in Revémus. The con-
sumption of country spirits for one thing, has been steadily
increasing in theriast 10 years;. v+ s ¢ o s o And this
increase it must be noted, is not due to any aqdormal condition
in any partiqular area but is distributed through out the
Presidency. The revenue figures reflect this inereased con-
sumption. « « o« . . . .'Tf, thus; in the case of country
spirits the fiures point to a distressing tale, they are

no less painfully significant in regard to other kinds of

liguors.

If anything the position in regard to these from one
point of view at any rate is worse. For the last 3 years, fn-
like in thecase of couniry spirits there is no steady decline
in the mumber of toody sbops. S oo o oo dasithe repord
itself achnowledges, this must not be used as a basis for
esfimating consumpfion which certainly must have increased. The

toody revenue in the year under report was Rs. 249 lakhs as

‘against Rs. 215 lakhs in 1918-1919. The statement in the
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“drink are not affronted by the presence of ligquor shops no

o
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report that the"increase in toddy revenue occurred in allithe
depots. and was generally due to & good agricultural season an d
to the high wages obtained by the labouring classes" speaks for

itself on the question of consumption as well as on that of

- revenue. The figures for foreign liquors reveal a similar

story an increase in consumption as indeed the whole revenue
fligures show. The revenue (collections) last year amounted to
Rs. 531 lakhs as against Rs. 462 lakhs in the previous year;
and this increase has occurred in spite of all the temperande
measures that the Government have been able to adopt a Neither

the reduction of shops nor their temporary clesure, has had any

tangible effect on consumption." During the yeaf under report®

we afe told "there has been a further reduction in the number
of shops for the sale of liquor‘the shops closed being in some
cases 'those of less importance and those for which bids

could not be obtained. In spite of this reduction in the number
of shops, the cohsumption has not declined.® Of the Salem
measures of which we were told so much at the time of their
incepticn the Board of Revenue writess-- "In the Salem ///7
ﬁ;ni;E;;II;;—;;;—;;;;;;‘EE_EEEEREZ_EEE‘EBEEy shops has been
mﬁbh reduced and the shoﬁs have been on the recommendation of
the 1oca1.advisory committee , placed outside municipal
limits. Both the consumption anq_rentals have notwithstanding

increased and though there has been no matieral increase in

mumber of offences reported against the abkari laws, it is
&

difficult to believe that te whole consumption licitly occurs
=

at the-shops". "It is clear! continues the Board '"That

except in so far as those inhabitants of the town who do not

tangible advantage has ensued. The experiment has thus certalnl
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not been an unqualified success, but it has been allowed to
continued for another year". That these half hearted measures
are altogether insufficient are evident not only from the |
consumption figures, but also from the statistics of conviction
for drunkenness. The number of these convictions increased from
7951 in the year previous to 9020 in the year under rgport.
There is then, no need for more evidence as to the ever-
growing spread of the evil. How is the Ministry going to

tackle it?
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- Iyer in the chaif,_ About 500 students were_present.
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February, 5, 1921:--
HINDU HIGH SCHOOL, TRIPLICANE.

Hiwds Highe
Mr. P.A.Subramania Iyer, Head Master H.H. School Tri=

plicane, writess--

Two days ago the Secretary to the School Commitee
received a letter signed by about 200 boys of the school. It
contained the resolutions passed at a meeting of the boys
held on the Beach on Tuesday last under the presidency of one
of the school boys and under the guidance of Mr. Harisarvott-
ama Rao. The most important of the resolutions was the one
calling on the managemeﬁt to convért the school into a
national school and threatening a general strike in case the
resolution was not given effect to within a week's tim€\
Yesterday, the secretary came to the school, went from class
to class and told the signatories one after another that if
they wished to remain in the school they might do so, or with-
draw from the school if they had conscientious objections to
staying. Almost®all the signatories including the chairman
of the meeting expressed their wish to remain in the school
and mere permitted to remove their signatures contained
in the letter to the Secretary. Only 12 boys yauteg to
leave school and tke Secretary let them go. Five of them
havé since repented and on their undertaking to behavé
properly hereafter the Secretary has allowed them to rejoin

the schoo 1 . I

A meeting of the students of the Hindu High School,
Trlplicane, and Harris High School was held yesterday 7
evening on the Triplicane Beach, with Mr. T.V. Venkatarzma
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The Chairman in opening the meeting said that he was
personally gratified to learn that the students felt the call
of their country and had come to realise that the education
they were now rAeceiv:lng was not conducive to their life,//
because of the slave mentality that it produced in them.

He exhorted the young men to take to industrial training
and propaganda work in the villages. He said what the country
wanted was willing workers to carry on this great propaganda

work. Thereft;ré he asked the students to come out of co-

lleges and schools for this work.
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February 23, 1921 s —= Leader.
The Junkerist Game, : =]

According to certain correspondents who analyse tne Indian
situation for British Newspapers, there are at present two
great perils hastening India to ruin; the one is Mahatma Gandhi
and the other the Hlndu—Moslem unity. With as 1ittle Sense
of humour as lmagination these observers on the spot delude
themselves and their British readers by a misreading
of facts, whose patent absurdity makes it seem the result
rather of deliberateé self blinding than of short Sightedness.
The leadership of Mr. Gandhi and the closer fraternisation
of fhe two great communities of India symbolise a hew
unification of political forces which cannot help being in
- conveninet to people who counted on tne.perpetual success of
the ‘'divide and rule' principle. Beneath the fact of unity,
whiéh they find undeniable, these British Corresponéents
do not see the growing coh651veness of a nationalism
conscious of its own strength, but merely a conspiracy to
- deprive Britain of her brightest jewel. They therefore take -
care to feed the British reader with such é variety of misre- 7;
‘pre<entation as may be relied on to play on his instinctive
feeling that India is a possession and not a trust. It 1;
the old policy agxan and as of old, it is followed up by
a &ny for the strong man. The new Viceroy is invited to
believe that he is coming to a beehive of intirigue and :
nothing is left unsaid thch would strengthen the case for
gfpéliqy'of intensive n§5ﬁ2§23$2235g,n We have referred
‘more than once to the kmwmi howl against'Mgnatma‘ngdhi -
The fact =

both in Parliament and in the British Press.
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that under him India has gotg to a near approach to unltary
leadership sits like an incubus on the junkesrist Brains, and
he suddenly becomes in their eyes the embodiment of

the vilest sedition. The demand to put him down is reinfor-
ced by a half cynical emphasis on the uniqueness of his per-
sonality, whose compelling force appears to them as the

one great trouble in India. .Thus the special correspondent
to the "Daily Telegraph" writes:-- "Nbthing will be under-
stood of the existing situation here if the personality

of Mr. Gghdhil is not constantly Borne in mind. In him
extremex Indian nationalism has at last discovered a chief
who is rﬁgarded by his followers as divine and those who
have studied the Eastern character will grasp fhe vast
importance to us of this change of leadership. « o « . . &
koxmsxw his colleagues are helpless in the face of the
overwhelming enthusiasm he evokes within the party of
extremists. Such is the man who to-day has taken upon
himself the supreme and unquestioned control of the obvious
policy of trying to thrust the English out of Inmdia®". It

is evident that what troubles the writer is Mr. Gandhi's
power, not the deep causes which have rallied round him the
vast majority of Indians. The same mixtupe of prejudice and
perversion that makes this writer characterise Mr. Gandhi
‘as a seditionist, provides him with an interpetation

of Moslem psychology, whiph in its brazen faced wickedness,
surpasses anythingrdf dts kinde si. Wiih ol G0 The iprowing
solidarity of Hinduds aﬁd Mohamuadams is broad-based on other

things beside the khilafat and has by now acquired a degree

of strength which makes it idle to attempt to separate them

by the old strategem. The national movement, which the

i






’ 'Tv% —
-29- 0(7 = |
26th February 1921:-- Repression.

THE NEW REPHESSION.

As the tale of repression grows longer with the passiug ]
days something like a deflnlte policy begins to emerge and
take shape Now, nobody loves the word Repression hot even

the "Madras “19&" Some fleeting sense of congruity has

1mpressed 1t upon those who because of the so-called nuﬁ orderv
of things are intolerant of any opinion which refuses to

take the new dispensation at its face value, that it is absurdr
to talk of reform and repressionrin the same breath. We have
further been assured by perlpatetic Royalty that the days of
autocracy are over. It was therefore not in the fitness

of things that repression as a policy should openly adver-
tisedee v + v +» . . . . nothing could -pe moreg adiirable

than the post prandial lucubrations of the Viceroy . . . .

at the CGalcutta c¢lub . . « « + » « » 'Non-co-operation is
spread by propaganda and it behoves us, . British and

Indians to comunteract it by propaganda. If non—oo-operationig
takes hold of grievances where they exist, it behoves us so :
far as in us lies to remedy these grievances." Had the

= Viceroy been able to laugh at himself as readiily as at

‘Btherg he would have found some amusement when he was ex-

pressing thesé\Views in contemplating how far apart his

past practice was fréh*pxgsent theory. Had hié Government

&
|
|

shown any trace of recognising the existence of grievances

there would have been no Non-co-operation movement at all.

It was because the bureaucracy refused to fecognise that
there were any grievances at all, or that there could

possible be_ény in this best governed of all countries
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that in shger despair of its impenetrable self. suffigiency

the movement was started. : Non-co-operation as we have é

T g4

always maintained 1s not an end in itslef; it is only
the means to an end. But it suited the Viceroy as it suits‘ VE
the other opponents of the movement, to put the cart 1
‘before the horse and to presume thét, instead of grievances
creating the movement, its supporters for sinister purposes or}
thelr own are exploiting the grievances. No view could be |
more péreerted but it is idle to expect so recent a con-
vert to sweet reasonableness to be any fairer. It :
would be foolish of our readers to run aﬁay however with
the impression that the speech marks the dewn of an era of
sweet reasonableness. The bureaucracy no doubt believes in ‘
prayer but it also believes in keeping its powéer dry. It seeé
nothing incongruous in combining the soft word and the

hard bloﬁ. How else is one to reconcile the Viceregal
sentiment we have quéted with the wholesale, to our mind
illegal and in any case arbitrary, exercies of powers

which are only intended to secure the preservation of peace.

It requires much juggling with facts to poove that the

presence of Mr. Yakub Hassan at Calicut was a direct n in

centive to disorder: that his addressing a meeting to emph-

asise the non-violent character of the movement could at
once precipitate Moplah fanaticism; that wholesale prohi-

bition of meetings of any kind for prolonged periods without

|

consideration of either their character or their profable
outcome could in any sense be regarded as other than

repression, of the first magnitude; that lastiy these out-

breaks of repeession in practically every province have

;J@QD motive power behind them beyond the immediate necessiti®
of the time and the place, no inspiration behind them b

the honest convictions of the men'pn the spot. }It may
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be so; we have the Viceroy's word that there is no policy
of repression anfl we have the Duke of Cannaught's word that |
autocracy is dead. If so, then we are witnessing a miracle é
in administration; a policy is being dictated from below
instead of from above; But possible the miracle is not
wonderful as it seems. The Government of India has no policy.
It has thever prejudices and not the least of these natu-
rally isga strong antipathf to non-co-operation. It is

egged on ih its prejudices by the can-did friends who are
never tired of shouting from the house. tops that the movement
must inevitably lead to violence. These new friends .
and allies of officialdom of course abhor repression. at
least the word. What is more easy than to placate them by
repuditating répression and securing their.tacit assent

by exaggerating the bogery of disorder which is already a
kind of chronic obsession with them? Vain however

¥s the net set-1n sight of the bird —=—=——r exceﬁt in the case
of a certain type of bird.,f?n Madras these friends failed
to fall into the snare and displayed an inconvenient
curiosity as to the extent and possibility of disorder.

In other provinces the Councils are sti{l so dazed by the
mantle of responsibility that has falleh upon them that

they have not got beyond the stage of passing fulsome addre-
sses\ ahd costly votes for places of more profit than

power. It i1s clear that on the whole the confidence

of the bureaucracy has not been misplaced. The majority may

-not alwéys be ready as in Madras to out-Herod Herod, but

they are alﬁays susceptible to the arguments that yhat is =

happening ié not repression but only a novel method
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“that a District Magistrate issued an order directing

s
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February 28 1921. leader. ~co-
it non-co operatiep.
YESTERDAY!'S DEMONSTRATION.

=
{ Hrenty oA :
\ The complete hartal which was observed threlous the city

yesterday and the gathering of the immense concourse of people

in tens of thousands at the Beach in the evening formed a

striking tribute to the monumental folly and grave official |
misdemeanour of the exe officials, with the approval of ‘

the Madras Government in arresting and committing to jail

Messrs. Yakub Hassan and his 3 compatriots while engaged

in lawful political work of national importance. Lord willing-

don has never been slow to sanction measures of repression.

As Governor of Bombay, iLv,was,_ha#heebegan, the era of- ]
Bombay, it was he who began the era of repressive admini-

strative action by directing Mrs. Besant who was then in

her Home Rule her Home-rule propaganda days, shall not

enter the Bombay presidency. It was under his administration

T,okamanya Tilak to exeewte a b'o_a;d for keepinz —the—
Hont hm\
peace for having delivered 2 speectTeS “in support of H+R+

for India. This was set aside by the Bombay High Court -

as unsustainable in law soon after his arrival in Madras

Lord,willingdon signalised his accession to the office of

Governor by calling upon several Indian Jouranals to deposlt

security under the Press Act for their writings upon the

Punjab atrocities. His Government recently discovered grounds

tification and appreciatien-in the shooting dead by th =

of jus

police of o bqu and wounding of others in the Buckingbam

The latest act of the Madras Govermaent

Mills aff‘air
rbitrary high-handed :

of sanctioning and approving the a

i
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and perverse proqeedings of Mr. Thomas the District Magis-
trate of Malabar in sen%}ng to jail public workers of the :
standing and worth of Messrs. Yakub Hassan Madhvan Nair,

Gopala Menon, and Moideen Koya is an outrage whether regarded
from the point of view of law, of justice or of political
morality, No lawyer with a glimmering of common sense could
have imagined that section 144 of the Cr. P.C. céuld be in-
voked to prohibt a public meeting of the nature whiéh 5

Mr. Yakub Hassan was going to address at calicut nor would

Mr. Yakub Hassan's intention to hold a meeting, as he de-
c}ared in spite of an order which wéé itself provocative

of violence and in order to counsel peaceful conduct, be

held to justify the irrational direction of the Magistrate
requiring Mr. Yakub Hassan to undergo the humiliating an@/\
unjust process of excuting a bond to kecp the peace. Mr.
Yakub Hassan is a responsible citizen;’ He is an emissary of th
Indian National Congress. He went to calicut with the

avowed objé% of carrying g;; the resolutibn on Noh-co-oper-
ation the key note of which is non—violeng?; The object -
indeed of the repressive regime thch}has'been set on

foot all over India seems to be to suppress the movement = ;
of Non-co-operation on the plea that it would lead to viol- ”,j

ence. Although Sir Michel O'Dwyer has left India, his politi =

cal theories inspire the actions of the bureaucracy in
India as may be seen from an article which he has contri-

buted to the February Number of the nFortnightly Review!

In urging a policy of rigorous repression, this infamous

ex_administrator says:-—- "Within the last few weeks (there
have been éomé faint sig;ﬁs that Government faced with the :
ranid spread of disorder is taridly and reluctantly awske=

ning to.its‘augies. Bu* Lnless and until the evil is
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tackled at its source and the authors of the mischief brought
;o Jjustice and rendered powerless, India will go on driftiné
under the evil influence of Mr. Gandhi or of others whom |

= hiéAsuccess may inspire into deeper chaos and anarchy .

=
The Government has only to enforce the law, maintain the Sp-
lendid body of officers who stand for a clean and‘impartial
administration, and abandon the weak policy of truckiling ‘to

those whose ultimate aim is the overthrow of our rule in India"f

It must be admitted that this policy has received considerable
support from moderate Indian Politicians of the stamp of that
great apostate to India nationalism, Sir Surendranath Banerjee
who spoke recently of the "monster" of non-co-operation of the =
Hon'ble Mr, Sastri who gave utterance to his belief that
Non-eco-operation would lead to bloddshed, and likewise from
the acts and utterances of the first Indian Governor, Lord

Sinha. If the sections of the Cr. P.C. Which are now made

to do service for the acts of repression of the bureaucrats in
the country are really suited for the object there is no heed
for the Rowlatt Act and the seditious Meetings Act in the
Indian statute bookee » - » . . . . . The actions and procee-
dings of many of these Disfriet Magistrates are»indeed
farcical and ridiculous. In their ighorance of the conditions
of the country and in their arrogance, they show a complete
disrezard of the elementary principles of justice, of free-
dom of person and of what is due to everyman's self-respect.
It is a dad irony of the situation that even before Hobe s

the Duke of Cannaught who has insugurated the so-called

great constitutional reform has left the shores of Indian
there is enough to show how illusory and futile it is. The
‘commenest and mo=t elementary eivil rights, freedom of speec

and right to meet in public whith cught to be the 1ndefe351b1 A

right of every citizen in s civilised uammunity,iareAgt Fhs
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28th Feb. 1921:- Non—co-opefation.
REPRESSION IN KERALA
COMPLETE HARTAL IN MADRAS.
MONSTER MEETING. é

—
\ The Citizens of Madras as a mark of their indignation

against the action of the Government in having sent Messrs.

Yakub Hassan V.K.Madhavan Nair, N.Gopala Menon and Moideen

Koya who were engaged in non-violent Non—co;operation pro- |

paganda in calicut to jail observed complete habtal offered p-

prayers, and held a monster public meeting at the triplicane

Beach yesterday. _

The whole city presented a gloomy appearance in the

day. oShops of every kind were dgmzed closed some of them

were draped with black. Plece goods shops’sweetmeat bazaars,
coffee restaurants, vegetable and meat markets included.

Business was suspended in Bunder St., Kotwal Bazzar

Devaraja Mudali St.; Godown St., Mint Sit., Guzeratti Bazzar

China Bagzzaar Paracheri market, Chulai ma;ket, friplicane

Chowk and other blaces too numerous to mention. In the
afternoon procession| started from different parts of the
city and gatheréd together at the Tfiplicane chowk. They
’were from Mafushkhan's garden (under the leadership of

Mohammad Abdus Salam) the Elephant Tank (Abid Hussain),
Taje Jahan Road (Mo-
periamet (Md.

Koddambakkam (!ohammad Ibrahim Sahib),
hammad Sheriff) Washermanpet (Hussain Sherriff),
Husim Sahib) Pension Lane (Khazi Mohammed ) Royapjuram

(Yusub Sheriff Sahhb) Chintadripet (Ghulam Muhiddin Sahib)
Suparigunta (Ghulam Md. Sahib), Chetti's Garden (Baba Mean

Saheb) Centrél Market'(Safdar,Hussain Saheb){iiabour Union

11 Cos workemen's

office (Mr.V.Chakkarai) and Burma O
ers' Unlon.d)They

 Union (Mr. Ramayya) and »A‘lumin:.[rurp! work
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carried banners and crescent flags bearing inscriptions "Victory
is near", "Swaraj and Khilafat peace is to be sent to you by
God only " "Hindus and Mussalmans Join together" "Fight Peace-
fully'¥ictory for foh-co-operation" “Glory be to our leaders
Yakub;Hassan, Madh:van Nair, Gopalamenon and Moideen Koya"

"We stand for justice, our cause is Just® and “India and

Islam afe one". There were some inscriptions also from Quoraniﬂ
special poems composed in honour of Yakub Hassan and his

three comrades were sung as the procession marched. Many
Mohammedans wore black turbans and carried black flags to
indicate their determination to see that their leaders were
released. When the processions from various places gathered
at chowk Triplicane, Mr. Abdul Majit Sharar spoke to them

on the necessity of maintaining peace and order both during

the time of the procession from Chowk to the Beach and also at

the meeting to be held there.

When gll assembled at the Beach at 5-30 p.m. the gathering
was immense. It extended overra furlong and a half in length
and half a furleng in breadth. At a rough estimate between
50 and 70 thousand people (Hindus and Mussalmans) assembied

at the Beach for the public demonstration. Five platforms were

erected. They were preéided over by Messrs. C.Vijaraghavacha-.
tias, 8. Kasturlranga Alyangar, C.Abdul Hakeem Sahib Moulvi
Abdulls Shahi sahib and E.L.Aiyar. The same resolutions were

were moved at all the platforms they were these:--

"The people of Madras in this meeting assembled give

emphatic expression to the deep and universal conviction

that the administration of the cr.P.C. relating to the pre-
vention of apprehended breaches of the public peace'to our

esteemed brethren Messrs. Yakub Hassan K.Madhavan Nair,
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February 28, 1921, — LEADER, REPRESSION.

Since the above was in type we learn by wire that

ii

four public workers‘in_Malabar havé been incarcerated

under similar circumstances. The men on the spot seem to'be:

indulging in an orgy of represion in Malabar the effect of yhiéf

= - = ;
will 1nevitably-bg_$o,go;ﬁ the people into violent measures.

As no desire to do justice has so far been forthcoming

il

_ from either the Executive Government or the Legislative

Couneil, it would naturally be expected that the High Court
of Judicature which is a court not only to administer law but
to look to th§4prﬂper'adiinistration of justice will see

that thefé is no abuse of power within its'jurisdiétion undefi

AT

cover of the forms of law. If the action of District authori-

ties 1s illggal and is in violation of justice it seems to us

e

to be the duty of the highest court in the land to vin-

dicate the majesty of the law, whether the injuries parties
apbly to it for redress or not. The.powers of :evision posse
ssed by thevHigh Court seem to us sufficiently clear and cme
prehensive to necessitate and justify their interference in
order o avert what with the latest information to hand
o we have reason to fear will develop into a grave nationa; &

scandal.
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25th March 1921:- LEADER England & India.
JUSTICE TO INDIA.

.

If wishes were horses beggars will ride. And if words

were actions, India will be blessed with the gift of Swaraj

e

even before the éxpiry of Mahatma Gandhi's time-limit. Fors
Tmperial Britain is sending the exalted represantative of her
reputed Justice as the representative of the Royal throne to

administer to India 'Justice according to equity'. And for a

proud and ancient nation deeply conscious of the insults and
injustice perpetrated on her byﬁanalien bureaucracy what does
Justice and equity demand short of complete Swaraj based on the
principle of self-determination? But the precedents to be S
found in the history of British administration in I dia abo?t
the potency of words to ffuctify themselves into actions do ‘
not leave much room for entertaining serious hopes of any proper
fﬁlfilment of this latest plédge. From the time of the Queen's
Proclamation upto the eloguent messages of sympathy and bro-
therhood recently deliverd by the Royal emissary. India has ‘
been receiving periodical éssurances of britain's exalteéd motives
and righteous intentions as regards the Government of this
country. But they have uniformaly failed hitherto to bring

peace to the country, not thréééhy lack of sincerity in the®
immediate authors of these pronouncements, but by the absence |
of that necessary system and atmosphere really helpful to the ;
fulfilment of these solemn words. Further by the.ingenioﬁs inter:
pretations of 1mportant.documents and the unscrupulous devices 3
adopted by an officialdom unwilling to disgorge itself of all 4
arbitrayy power, words have also been cleverely'exploited %

by the latter to serve in the armoury of diplomatic domination i
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by evoking easy jubilations and empty responses among a
section of the people hypnotised by the spirit of slavery
and self-interest. It is in the face of so much initial distrusfi
of mere words, naturally engendered b,} the distressing experr—
ience of the past, that Lord Reading has to work out his dictum

of "Justice according to Equity'. And it will not be

entirely unprofitable, for the public as well as his Lord-

ship, to discuss here how far the prevailing system is conéu-

cive to the establishment of National Justice in this country,
Justice everywhere, wﬁether bet. 1individuals or nations is

.based oh the naturai rights of men and the eternal laws of life,
and wherever these are violated by the unrighteous aggression

of power it demands the ungualified and immediate restoration

of the same irrespective of the real owner's colour couatry or:
fapacity. Any limitations on the nature or extent of restorationi
of rights is of doubtful validity as being manifestly against -
the reign of the Lex Acterna, and if imposed by the very agg-
ressors and wrong doers themselves in the light of their self-
interesta and continued predominance they amount to an open
outrage on this holy principle. Hence the continuance ofa 73

a System of administration directly based upén the violatéon
o

of a nation's natural right for freedom and merked at every
.step by many outstanding limitations on popular liberties :
enforced against the expressed wishes of the people cannot on é
any account; be consistent with the dawn of equity and Justice .

‘much less conducive to the permanent establishment of the same.

And judged by the beginnings all round of an era of represslon anﬂ

blind hostility against the demand for the adequate vlnﬁ;cation it
of national honour and liberty no one cen claim that

the ground is being properly prepared oa the official side, for
the inauguration of Lord Reading's task. Far from making a

sincere éttempt'at repentance for their past»w;pngs and
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effecting a reform in the spirit of their actions and outlook

the bureaucracy ander the convenient pretence of preserving law
and order are obviously making their last efforts at self
perpetuation and this time thanks to the Montagu Reforms with

the willing though misguided, help of their brown brethren.

The fact is that the alien bureaucracy here realise far ﬁore
than the statesmen in Engnald that the fight. is against the

old Imperialism which, saturated with fendal and militarist
traditions seeks to holiday in servitude other peoples for the
sake of self-glorification and capitalist exploitation. And

the gross misrepresentation of the righteous and necessary
struggle of nationalism against the monster as a dangerous

rush towards revolution and anarchy is one of the mischievous
games they deliberately play in despair to create panic in
vested interests and unthinking minds so as to enlist support and
sympathy for their already lost cauSe. . « + o « s o o « o « o

We do not know what kind of help Lord Reading hopes to secure for
his noble missioh from such unrepentant, ill-reformed and power
intoxicated officialdom according to whom judged by.their present
performances, Repression forms the fit herald of Justice and :
misrepresentation the best homage to Truth and Equity. In view;j
of the fact that the avowed aim of the Non-,-coperators is to

the securing of Justice to India according to the eternal

laws of God and Man there can be no greater or more perverse
libel.upon them than to fear that they may stand in the way

of administering to the nation what they themselves strive after
viz., Justice based upon equity. If Lord Reading means business
;ﬁgxthat of the right sort, without compromising his high
political idealism or allowing the sun-dried bureaucrat to
interpret for him his noble dictum, he can find no better or

more willing helpers in his fondly cherished cause, then
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"to introduce the mumber of charkas in the ratio of its
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non-co-operation,

A.T.c.C. MEETING,
BESWADA DECISIONSS

C<De POSTPONED.

At its meeting yesterday the A.I.C.C. decided that
in spite of the increasing repressive measures, it was

not time yet to call for civil disobedience.

The Committee resolved that the o untry should now
concentrate on getting a crore for thel Swarajya Fund and

a crore in membership before June 30th.

The session was unprecediented in enthusiasm; the crowds

of visitors almost trebled the population of Bezwada.

Text of resolutionss-=-

At the x¥x@x A.I.C.C. meeting held yestérday four
resolutioFs were adopted. v = =

The first resolution is to the followig effect:-- “In
the opinion of the A.I.C.”. all congress organisatiohs 7
and workers should concentrate their attention chiefly upon
(a) bringing the All India Tilak Memorial Swara) Fﬁnd‘é
to one crore of rupees and before 30th June nekt cach 7
congress province to collect in the ratio of its populatioﬁ}?
(b)-putting in Congress re gisfers one frore of members
in pursﬁanée'of the constitution, and before 30th June next a
each proﬁincerto contribute the number of Members in

the ratio of its populationg (c) introducing into village%

and houses 20 lakhs‘of charkas (spinning wheels) 1n good

working order and before 30th June Aext esch province

population.® : = = tit =
; 7 = = 3 =
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: The‘Second resdlution is to the folloﬁing effects-- (a)

The 4.I.C.“. is £xf of opinion that the orders of ‘officials

in various provinces against non-ﬁo—operators in pursuit of

the policy of repression are totally unwarranted by the situa-

tion in the country and are in most cases pronoucned by the

highest legal opinion to be illegal; (b) whilst the Committee

believes that the country has responded in a wonderful

manner and in the face of grave provocation by Government

to the principle ofvnoneviolence enjoinedkby Congress in the

Country's pursuit after swaraj and redress of Khilafat and

Punjab vrongs: (e) This Committeé is of opinién that apart

from the fact that c.d. 18 notiexpressly comprised in the

Congress resolution relating to non-co-operation, the

country 1s not yet sufficiently disciplined, organisedvand

ripe for the immediate taking up of c.d. (d) This committee,

by way of prepération, therefore, advises all those upon

ved voluntarily to conform to them and

trusts that new workers will take the place of thqse

who may be disabled by the Governm:pt, and that the

people at large, instead of becoming disheartened or
frightened by such orders, will continued their work of

BUIKERXXXER quiét organisation and construction sketched

by the Congress resolutions.
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April 6 1921:- LEADER., Non-co-operation.
THE SATYAGRAHA DAY,

|

To-day is the 3rd Satyagamaha Day. This day 1319 was
the first satyagraha Day aniwe recorded its succsss with patrio-—
tic pride - the pride of having successfully laid the foun-
dation of national solidarity on an unshakable basis. The gre&t %
satyagraha Day was inaugurated with a particular, limited objec-fé

tives but, like all great movements it bids fair to become

a permanent feature ofrour national life. It is an annual re-
minder as to why we should maintain national solidarity unim-
paired, and how we could best achive our object. The nation :
has been awakened to its real condition and its striking con-
trast to its possibilities, and Eﬁe observance of the Satya-
graha week is but on outward expression of the awakening of the
national consciousness. We say an outward expression advisedly
for there are other expressions of that awakening all:-around
>us. It ig ;een in the readiness with which national workers
prefer‘prison to idle thraldom. The enthﬁsiasm with which
Municipal bodies braving the terrors of official frowns present
addresses of welcome to Mahatma Gandhi is a midnidfestation of
that arakening. It is only those who have intimﬁte knowledge
of Municipal administration the country that can appreciate

the immense significance of this fact. Our Municipal bodies.

are ordinarily led easily this way or that by the local officials.

with a mere expresslon of their countenance. It is such erstwhle

tools in the hands of the civilian collector and his subordinates |

3
%
|

most

that are now receiving a man with regal honours and al

divine respect and reverence whom the bureaucrat considers his

Bittaroat foe, . i« e = v » % sk s sia bl e« The disappoint=

ment which the Mail has -met with after a month's propaganda

calculated to stir up 111-w111 and hatrod against non-co—oper-

ators ought to ipovide a standing lesson to all ealum&aator&
of hones%, earnest and decent national mpvementsf The ggct
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is that Indlans, whether officlals or non-gfficials ryots or-

merchants, who have not the wish to be a Non-co-operator, can b e
counted on onhe's fingers; all have the wish and if they

are not yet among the Non-co-operators, it is because they are
yet in a stage of summoning upw the necessary will and deter-
mination. That is why non-co-operators are not afraid of Govern-
ment repression, for repression they know, can only speed up the
manufacture of those who have the will as well as the wish to

be non-co-operatoss. That is sgain, why instead of pushing thro!
all the items in the Noh-co-operation programme, the A.I;C.v.

has resolved to collect a crore of men and avcrore of mEXEX
money. It is not the fact that the Committee has given up any of;
the items in the Nagpur programme. The Committee wants now to
concentrate'on the necessary preliminary work of organiéing

and training men on sound lines before attempting to carry out
the full programme. Non-co-operation, let it not be forgotten
has come to stay. It is an exercise in manliness and who can say

he does not want 162 o« v & o« o o o &
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11th April, 1921:-- LEADER Repression.
REPRESSION OR REPRISALS?

The stream of représsion Hggadens rapidly from precedeht
to precedents The local satraps everywhere are indulging in
-a competition of zeal, each trying to go’one better than his‘
neighbour. The administration of the first Indian Governmeﬁt ?n:
the history of British India till now easily led the field
but it has now been passed by that of gnother Meataguite egipu-
sigst, Sir Harcourt Butler. While the air is ringing;with’ .
profestations from the bureaucracy, severally in thermass,
eschewing any id-a of "repressionﬂ., the heads of the provinces
have been racking thelr brains to invent ways~¢f‘£13hting the

Non-co-operation movement that would do the trick without any

unseemly exhibition of the cloven foot of repression. In

Madras the sacred task has been entrusted to 'one of our conte-
mporaries which religiously devote a certain number of columns
to displaying its zeal in the cause; wiﬁhout_anybddy being .
apparentiy a penny the worse., 1n other proviﬁbes however the ,’_
wisdom of a policy of masterly inactiyity has as yet dawned

upon their rulers and these appear wishful to march from blunder

to blunder, from one set of pin-pricks to another, towar:is a

ittt o 1

general insurgence of popular indignation. In order to unders tand
the full measure of the implications of the new policy, it is
‘ Repression

necessary to differentiate it clearly from the old.

at worst is but a negative policy. It indicates certain thingsw” ;

which it is forbidden to do and punishes the breach of the

prohibition with more or less severity. It comfines itself

to overt acts, which it punishes. That, in the eyesx of

the exponents of the new theory, is the fatal defect. ;ﬁf
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By its nature it can only treat symptoms or more accurately suppress
them., Our empricists have discovered a way which shall not
confine itself to a suppression of symptoms which affords no
relief to the body politic but it will eradicate the disease
itself. . . . « . . - What we wish to point out here is the

spirit behind the new policy. It is the spirit of reprisals,

for that is what 1s carrying the waf into the enemies éoﬁntry
impiies. Lt 1S the spirit that in Ireland answers murder with
murder multiplied. TIn India it has not yet taken those

grosser forms which have made Britainds Irish poliecy a byword
throtout the world, but once the state descends to what is called
fighting the enemy with his own weapons and which generally means
employing against him weabons far dirtier than those he uses,

it is fairly launched on the road to discredif. If therefore the
providdional satraps wished to preserve the threadbare remnants

of prestige they would had been wiser to stick to repression

which after all is a game they understand and cah be played, if ¢
not with success, at least without much loss of dignity. But -
what amazes us fis the singular in oJportuneness of the moment

chosen for launching this great counter-offensive. It may trul %

be said that at the present moment there is a comparative Bull
in the étﬁrgéié. The advent of Lord Reading has engendered
ympathetic utterauces ,§

he should be given a chance to make good his words.

As Mr. Gandhl says in "Young Thdias— "Non—co-operatiom |

fflculties. We must give His

#xcellency the fullest credlt for meaning to do well. While

must'do nothing to add to his di

there is thus a kind of implied to do truce, Sir H.Butterrbas
18unched -~ of course w1th the approval of Ministers, whose gra=
nferred will no doubt outlast many'more:

the fatugus~

tltude for favours co

such shocks to thelr principle; aAcompaign,
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inopportuneness of which can only be rivalled by the purblind
‘gﬁrversity which insists on regarding a legitimate and peaée-

ful movément as revolutionary. We may be excused if we dwell

at some insistence on this last point. Non-co-operation has

had many }abels applied to it. It has been called unconstitu-
tional disloyal illegal revolutionary and aﬁarchical. The
speeches of this or that man have been dragged into service t.
‘justify these various epithets but nobody has yet been able to
explain.wherein the programme indicatéd by the Congress has justi-
fied all the hard things that have been said of it. If wishing

to change the form of Government is unconstitutional disleyal

or revolutionary these are epithets which could be applied

eqially to Mr. Montagu's mission. If the i@plications were true
that the movement is infiended to bring about the end of the
British connection then no doubt some of the criticisg;ﬁrom

the official point of view would be justified but it h;s been

made perfectly clear time and again that it is not essentially :
anti-British. It is only contingently so. As Mr. Gandhi says
in "Young India"s-- "I should certainly be satisfied with

full responsible Government on Dominion lines, if the Khllafat

and the Punjab wrongs are redressed. India cannot remain within

the Empire, if the latter cannot redress the two woongs; for

full responsible Gayerqnent will have no meaning for India, if

she cannot refuse toAgive pension to officers who have_wronged
nnot secure a settle ment of the khilafat

for India".

her or if she ca

terms, England'then becomes an ‘enemy country!'
t of the movement wa=

nt 1t

It is thus clear that the anti-British aspec

xes 1in direct and immediate response to the encourageme
ously lies in the hands of those who

receives. The remedy obvi
are incharge of the destinies of th

we have pointed out so often before Non-—

is country. x% As .
co-operation is not an n

end n tselfs s B ()n& a mea 1
in 3 y ns to an end. And as tb&b
; »
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April '
P 14, 1921s.. Non-co-operations

The effect of repression was to promote congreﬁs organi-
sation work and the manly preference of imprisonement to giving
anndertakings not to do congr:ss work. A Government with terr. .
orism as its settled policy cannot afford to destroy the terror
value of the prison. The "Madras Mail" therefore wisely
advised counter propagéﬁaéruwkﬁé what has counte? propaganda
done in Madras? If we judge from Mahatma Gandhi's audience
on the 8th at the Beach it has increased the enthusiasm and
the faith of the people in Non-co-operation. The "Mail" and its
‘illustrlous supporters in the new Ministry, prgposeérfhéﬁ their
bropaganda should begin with a big demonstration in the city.

~ We can gugss why this propesal was'quietly giveﬁ up. Not because
it was found that Non-co-operation was dead ! It seemed guite
alive on the 6th and 8th of Aprils and in the gatheriqjthét
éave welcome to Mahatma Gandhi and ex-Judge and an ex-Advocate
General took their place on the platform 1hstead of finding

their post in a counter demanstration.

The culmination of the results of counter propaganda
. in Mm@tk Madras was however reached on Sunday last when what
was deemed the impreganable fortness of Moderate Madras the

old.Mahajana Sabha fell before the attack of the "revolutiona-

ries¥. By an overwhelming majority, the ancient Sabha presided

over by Mr. L.A.Govinﬂa Raghava Ayyar, and guided by Mrs. Besant

Ranga Chariar adopted the new creced of

Mr. Natesan and Mr.
ting was held in the Gokhale Hall and all

the Congress. The mee

g the Moderate leaders of true blue Liberal League shade as well-
as of the Adyar Colour protested and fought desperately againSt

But the battle was lost at 7 p.m. After 2% hours

Congress was dedlared victorigfyus
It is not that the

the storm.

of brave argument the
nthusiasm.

amidst scenés»of the wildest e
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resolution is of itself a thing of intrinsic value; but it

shows that the tide of freedom is still rising.

The Majahana Sabha have adopted the congress creed after
full notice, prolonged deliberation and by a large majority
the minority has either to rehounce executive control and stsad
out as private members of amImmstky minority or must accept
the creed and like the Swarajya Sabha and other sister bodies,
work for the attainment of the objects of the Indian National
Congress by all legitimate and peaceful means. wMuch quibbling
was attempted on the poin@ that under the new cohstitutlon
of the Congress public bodéﬁg—like the Mahajaha Sabha have no
right of affiliation; i.e., sending de;egates}—— 4As if when
every member becomes a congress'memﬁer on payment of an anhual
subscription of 4 Anhas,it_were necessary to have an additonal
electoral right to the bod} as a whole. District Boarde and
Municipalities once voted in Legislative Council elections; but
ho one raised the artful cry of confiscation of vested interests
wheh the electorate was broadened and these local bodies lost
their right to vote as bodies. Eyery member has a right to
vote in the Congress elections, and it does not matter that
the body as a whole has no separate franchise; Sending dele-
gates does not "emrs-eepe~s£--$he-~sahhwwd§;egat es does
not exhaust the scobe of the Sabha's usefulness. The Mahajana =
Sabha can do a great deal to help the Congress cause;as_an
ind epend ent and flqurishing association working foir' the

attainment of Swaraj. : i

(sd) c.Rajagopalachari, .
Secretary,

Indian& National Congres
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April 156, 1921:-- LEADER. KHILAFAT.
j -

In the frenzied rush to scoteh the baffling non-co-oper-
ation movement the Madras Publicity Bureau is doing its glo-
rious bit. It has come out with a leaflet announcing that

Khilafat notes., now circulating in the Presidency, have no

& B

_analogy or equivelence to currency notes but are only receipts
for subscriptions paid for the smyrna Relfer Fund, for national'v
education and other such services -‘a.fact which on the Bureau'srf
own admission is well known to the public, Useless repetition

is not, however the Chief merit of the»leaflet; it gives many
absurder things. It has a sbing at the Central Khilafat

Comnittee for Macting as God's agents' and equates the Committee
in éhis respect with the ex-kaiser. The leaflet further frames ‘
a questionairre for the intending purchasers of Kh;lafatvnotes
"Who deluded MuBahirins into going into Afghanistan-énd>who

are tesponsible for the sufferings and losses which they there
underwent? What proportion of the sums subscribed actually :
reaches the oppressed of Smyrna? 'Have the central Committee's %
actiViﬁieB been calculated to. advance education in IndiaX? -
Have they not rather tended to ruin education in India? Is

the Central Khilafat Committee's policy more likely to result

in the atfainment of national justice or in the injuries of

social boycott"? This stupid mixture of deliberate prejudice

ahd unworthy insinuation will not decive the public but might
recoil on its authors, for it is utterly unworthy qf any ‘ “ ;é

Government, that pretends to be impartial.  .

S
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23rd April, 1921¢-- LEADER. '

We publish elsewhere copious extracts from the presi- ]
dential address of Mr. T.Prakasam té the 1st Kerala Conference
Mr. Prakasam whose election to the Presidentship of the Provin-
cial Conference is a fitting tribute to his great self-sacrifice
and patriotic labours in the cause of Non-co-operation had
dealt with the leading topics of the day with his usual clarity
and earnestness. The people of Kerala assemble to-day under
the illumination of reawakened patriotism which an erriné,
Collector helped to intensify. Many of their workers are
still in jail, but grief has not dulled the enthusiasm of
the sons of Kerala it only accelerated the progress of national
work, There is evidence that the people of Kerala are enthused b
by the opportunity which the Congress apart from Non-co-oper-
atlon offers to a historic country to regain its unity at
least in its cultural aspect. The conference that meets
at Othapalam is fraught with far reaching implications
to Malabar. Partly for lack of appreciation of this view points
but mostly for r-asons which to-day sighalise the submersion
of the Moderate party among the Bureaucrats a handful of men
have arranged ashow at calicut to baké place sumulsaneously
with the Provisional conference. . o « = « o = = o « FOT
aﬁghtrwe know Kerala will know how to treat the discordant
notes struck at Calicut; we shall only associate ourselves
with Mr. Prakesam in the deserved praise he bestows on the

spirit and intelligence bﬁ the people of Kerala.
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April 23, 19213-- - LEADER.

MR. YAKUB HASSAN'S HEALTH.

» We understand that the conditions attendant upon imp-
—risonment have told upon the health of Mr. Yakub Hassan. After

ys,in one of the narrow, ill-ventilated-éells in

the Cannanore Central Jail, he developed s&mptoms of bronchial
asthma. Ever and énon he is having acute attacks of it. And
though he has been an in-patient in the Jail Hospital for more
than one month now, his health is not showing any siéns

of 1m§rovement. We are surprised to hear that he was even
denied the medicine prescribed by an eminent physician of
Madras an@ compounded at W.E.Smith and Co., though the Wix
Medical Officer,-in-charge professed his belief in the
efficacy of some of its ingredients which could not be had -
in the Jall Hospital. It is feared that with the onset of
rainy'ﬁeather the malady is likel& to grow worse. We urge
that unless it wants to be considered viadictive, the Madras
Government may be moved at least by considerations of comuoh
_humanity if not of justiee, and release Mr. Yakub Hassan and
his companions. #"The offence" for which they were asked to
furhish security to keep the peace is remarkab}e even in those
days of lawless administration of law against non-co-operation.
.In-thé then conditions of public excitement over the new-
fangled arbitrary orders of prhibition of public meetings, Mr.
Yakub Hassan though it his duty asba congress worker to remind
the peoole of the necessity of adhering to non-véolencei while
the District Magistrate thought that he should not. For

this nﬂpardenable of opinion he as well as his

"Dmrades who of course were,in no manner for what %&a e
Ixix Eakub Eassaa thought - are now EEEREEXEDEXREREXNET
in It was said on behalf of the Goveraaant

in-prison.
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that they would be released “as soon as it was possible to do
so without hazard to-phé cohmuﬂity;VJfgiiﬁ pregended that people
in Malabar do not take to breaking each other's“heads because
these four are still in jail? Duriing the lest 2 months aﬁd
more the people of Malabar hase given a very good account of
themselves, They, including fhe-much maligned Moplah, have
Vreligiously observed peace énd non-violence under the most
~trying conditions, If their detention was meant and is con-
jtinued, to scotch the movement of Non—éo-operation, Malabar
has taken up the challenge and given an answer of solid work
these 2 months, which is so splendid as to afford an object
lésson to the rest of the country and the Government. Their
detention is arbitrary and illegal. It does not even held the
Government in its fight against Non-co-operation. To continue
such a detention while it is telling upon the health of the

person detained is nothing short of inhumanity.
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30th Bpril 1921:-- LIADER. ENGLAND AND INDIA
DEMOCRACY AND SWARAJ.

s « o o« « » Democmacy or Government of the people b&
the people, for the people, represents the resultant wisdom
of human experience in political métters so far as the modern
world is concerned. That this system is endowed with merits
peculiar to itself and highly necessary in this age, when the
spikrit of individual liberty and equality has a powerful hold
over the popular mind, is admitted on all hands as a matter of
actual experience in contemporary history. . « . . . . The
universal charm of Democracy consists in its direct appeal
to the potent seeds of Divinity in Man as man, and its success
for all the time consists in a well balanced exaltation of this
sublime spirit in national and international affairs. The
noble call fér Justice and self-determination evokes an
immediate and inspiring response even in the average untu-
tored.mass-mind oﬁly because of the intuti¥e insight of humanity
at large into the truth and permanence of these prime prin-
ciples. Swaraj is the natural perfume of the human soul, the
goal of its constant struggle for self-realisation,. When
the perfume has been siifficiently spread all over the country
and the spirit of Swaféj rightly enthroned in the hearts ‘

- of the masses the system of Government which is ti# truly

t\$\Eﬁcbé¥4gm work out this spirit of freedom will naturally
~ evolve, OE\EE§§i§~38\§ fruit from its flower. Hence, the

necessity at presént’for all lovers of Liberty, to concentrate 2

on the cultivation of this spirit of Swaraj in the minds
of the people without being distrscted by any premature
¥ = 2

controversy over the'system of Indian Self - chernmept._ﬁh
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And when the time really comes for us; as well hope it will at

no distant date, for co;;;deriﬁg the latter gquestion, we may
with profit remind ourselves that we are a nation, which'has
preserved 1ts'un1que pulturé and inner genius for synthesis
thro' centuries of turmoil and alien inﬁasién. Then the

task of evolving a system of Democratic Government; at once
suited to the peculiar needs and traditions of our people

and based on the fundamental laws of human freedom can never
be so difficult as some of us imagine; India has a lesson to
the outside world glike in politics as ih other aspects of»life.
But the m1SSioh cannot be fulfilled without her first recovering

Swarajya for the sons and'daughters of her own soil.
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May 6 19213-- Non-co-operation.

e61—

N.C.0. IN KERALA.
SEQUEL TO POLICE EXCESSES.

Ottapalam, May 3:--

The following 3 vakils have suspenhded their practice as
a protest against the action of Reserved Bolice at Ottapalam
on the 24th ultimos--

Messrs. Vav.dqyindan Nair, M.Konchunni Nair, B.A., B.L.,

ahd P.S.Narayana Iyer, B.A., B.L.

The follownghg 3 gentlemen have submitted their resig-
nation of the appointments of the Hohorary First Class Bench

Magistrates of the Ottapalam Bench Courts-—-

Messrs. A.S.tenon, PAbdul Khadder and C.S.Narayana Iyer.
Of the 3 Bench Magistrates who have put in their resignation
as a protest against the action of- the Reserved Police on the
26th ultimo in handling a responsible gentleman in the name
of Mr. P.Ramunni Menon, B.A., and some other local respe-
ctable merchants and residents, like dogs in the street.
I have to speak a word or two about Mr. A.S.Menon who is a

most respectable resident of the locality.

Mr. Menon is a co-operator and is really a loyal subject
of the British crown. He is the President of the local Co-
operative Society, Secretary of the Union and the %roprietor
of M/s. Menon and Co-, Chemists and Druggists and as nuch
he would not have certainly submitted his resignatipn,of:

the appontment had it not been for the high handed action

of the Reserved Police, who were sent here to preserve order.
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May 9, 1921¢- Repression.

A}

It is as well that the public knew exactly where they"

TERRORISM IN MALABAR.

stood with reference to our Moderate friends. I am gure that
Mr. Rangachariar will not seriously contend that we congress-
men are not entitled to comment on the conduct of our moder-
ate representatives in the Councils. They have gone into the
councils, rejecting the advice of the National Congréss, profe-
ssedly on the assumption that they would thereby be better
serving the public interests. We are only attempting to see
if these friends are actig at legst’up to their professions.
The limbs of the bureaucracy are setting up a reign of répre-
ssion and sometimes of terrorism. They are not do;ng s0
under fhe special enactments but under the forms of ‘ordinary
law. Here, in Malabar, under cover of section 144 Cr. P.C.,
general prohibitions of public meetings have been decreed

in the greater part of the district what does it matter that
this was done without the help of the seditious Meetings Act
belrg put into force? 0 e ‘would have thought that the exe-
cutive highhandedness was all the more outragecous. Respected
leaders ofthe people of unblemished reputation for character,
were put under Section 107 Cr. P.C., for security o keep

the peace and marched into jall within 3 hours of the institu-
tion of the proceedings. All except Mr. Yakub Hussain intended
?o obey the order of prohibition. They stated that they did
not intendito attend the meeting. Mr. Yakub Hassan adone

intended to address the meeting and that only on non-violence
The Districtvﬁagistrate forbade only Non-co-operation and &~
Khilafat meetings. The notice which convened the meeting was

only to hear Mr. Yakub Hassan he stated that he meant to

address the people only on non-violence. There was therefore
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no disobedience of the prohibitory ord.r and no legal edidence
was tendered that there was such disobedience. If liberty

- of people can be so surely, swiftly apnd arbitrarily done awéy

with and that in the case of such men, what does it matter in
-all conscience that Rowlatt Act is rusting in their armoury?

If Khilafat Volunteers can be taken to police stations and there
'strippéd of their ﬁniform if the District Magistrate'éan go
round and threaten that_he will send gll Non-co—operation men

;' %o Jail af they;paﬁ let lqose the policerforce to-assamlt 1L
treat insuié.and-injure réspectable menrin broad day light and
what does it matter that no martial Taw has been proclaimed?.
Some one might objeet that if the ;xecuﬁive haye over }ided

- the “letter or the spirit of the law or if its officers have
donéucted themselves criminally there are the King's Courts
where redress ought to be sought. Moderatés like Mr. Rahga-
chariar with their long experiencevof British justice in politi-
cal or quasi-political cases, will not recommend for the
sufferers, for a further fourse of suf?ering and trouble which
that process will involve. Last year this time in Calicut many }né

Indian laddes and gentlemen fekt that they were most shamefully

insulted by the police‘In‘cqpnection with the breaking up

of ah amateur performance in the town hall. Memorials were

submitted to His Excellency; the municipal council, the ladies
_ assoclation the district conference and other public bodies
sent in resolutions of proteét against police action'and Mr. =

V.Gopéla Menon as the Secretary of the Malabar Literary

Societi on whose behalf the play was staged laid a complaint
against individual police meh. He and his friends spent thein',

time and money in sceking justice in British qouftsirgpe'pagﬁv

of Indian spéiety in calicut figured iﬁ the witness box to ¢
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prove the complaint. They were all discredited, and compen_
sation awarded to the policemen accused and the High Court
of Judicature confirmed that order. This is only one instance
among many in which justﬁce was miscarried. There are several
other cases against police lawlessness which havée gone unheaded .
The people have ceased to have any faith in complaining to the
authorities. The lesson of the town hall case has not been losf
on them at Ottapélam. It is remarkable fhat with all what we
have heard of lotting and'beating by the police at Ottapalam
not one of them has complaihed. Haviné XEZER ceased to have
any faith in the justice of the courts or officials, as new
men with sélf-respect they have hot gone to them with their :
complaints. All honour to Ottapalam people who chose the path
of'discipline and non-violence and resolved to:conserve‘;héir
anger and transmit it into the energy of Non-co-operation which
will break éhe back of this sytem of oppression. But what is
the duty of those among us who still profess to retain their
faith in British justice. If moderation has not degenerated
into lukewarmness in pressing for justiee it cannot subscribe
to the policy of terrorismvand lawlessness to combat the cult
of Non-co-operation. The moderates must know that these time-
old verities, truth, liberty.dﬁstice etc., are a bit fastidi-
ous. ‘Tﬁey do not let you pla& fast and loose with them; You

cannot ignore them just to combat Non-co- operation and then hppe

:

to retain them on the body politic. T cannot conceive of a u
more important question in the Madras ?residency than the reign
of lawlessness and police terrorism that has been set
- up in Malabar. Thank God: there is a fine set of intelligent
Apeople whorcan be made to submit to discipline. But who are =
e champions'ofrliberty among the Moderates? — they stood
out against this system of terforism?
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May 11 19213 --

THE OTTAPALAM INCIDENT,

NON-OFFICTAL ENQUIRY.
COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

The following Report of the Emergency Committee appointed
: = : =
to investigate and reportgon the policy¥ tyranny in Ottapalam

on 26th April 1921 is published.:-—=

The Kerala provineial conference commenced its sesé;on
at Ottapalam on the 23rd April 1921. Ottapalam is a smallifising
town situated near the Railway stat&on about 60 miles to the
east of Calicut and 20 miles to the west of Palghat. It was

= not a place of any political or historical importance till
lately. It came into prominence only recently with theres-
tablishment of a sub-court. With it also came a nhumber of
vakils from other parts of Maiabar to settle down in this
place and thus the population of the town suddenly increased.
atill there was very little political or other activity
in this town. Ofthose vakils who came to Ottapalam after
the establishment of the new sub-court is a young and energetic
lawyer Mr. Ramunni Menon, who till then was practising at
Palghat, Quiet by neture and unassuming in gahners Mr. Ramu-
nnl Menon is one of the best national workers that Kerala
possesses. while'gt Palghat he was the Secretary of the Home
Rule League and contributed not a little to the poli;ical awa-
kening there. Mr. Menon came to Ottapalaﬁ 2 years sgo and that
was the begidning.of:the politicalAlife in this plgce. He

3

revived the bldvreading,rQOm and took up its secretary ship.
He was elected the secreta}? of the-local congress and Khilafq?"
Committee. He was also one of the secretaries of the 18t

~ Kerala Provincial conference. The brunt of the work of the
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Conference was borne by Mr. Ramunni Memon. Mr. Ramuni Menon's
love of truth and justice prompted him %o write to the
neﬁsgapers&irqm time to_time about the conduet of the officials
or non-officials. Mr. Menon published in the "Hindu" of the ‘
26th February 1921 an article under the title OF "vapaPies %
of District authorities" dealing with the police high handed-
ness in general and criticising in particular the conduct
of Mr. Hitchock, the D.S.R. and Mr. Thomas, the Diftrict
VMagistrate Another contribution from him published in the
NHindut of 21s£ Febr@ary dealt with the same subject. This
brief account of the work of this young gentleman explains
the motive of the assault on him and throws a flooﬁ of light
on the conduct of the Police on the 26th of April 1921.

Before we deal with the happenings of Ottapalam on
the 26th April 1921, it is necessary to state briefly about
thé Congress work in Kerala. Since the constitution of
Kerala into a separate province by the COngeSS,.thE Hindu - |
_ Moslem unity was steadily growing and there was greater politicay
awakening amongst the masses. " The arrest and imprisonment & ‘

: {
of Messrs. Yakub Hassan, Madhavan Nair, Gopala Menon and |

Moideen Koya on the 16th February'1§21 gave a gery great
New Congress

|
impetus to the cause of non-co-operation mevement.

and Khilafat Committes have been springing up every daye.
National

Thousands were being enlisted as mehbers qf both.

schools have been established. Meetings attended by thousands

of people were being held in defferent parts of Kerala. People

d spirit of non-

g"
=
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as a wholéAand Moplahs in particular imbibe

violence and could restrain themselves even when gréve provo-

cation was éiven to them.
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THE CONFERENCE IN THE LAST WEEK OF APRIL 1921,.

The 1st Kerala Provincial Conference commended its
sittings at Ottapalam usder the circumstances stated above.
A huge pandal mearly to accommodate 4,000 delegates .
and visitors was erected in the fields near the railuay
station and small sheds in front of the pandal weee cons-

tructed where spinning wheels were exh;pifed. National liter-

ature:-and portraits of leaders were sold. %&%2;5 were enlisted
volunteers, delegates and visitors came from different

parts of kerala from the 20th April onwards. The Khilafat
volunteers were wearing Khadi uniform and the congress
volunteers had white caps and green caps, and they discﬁarged
their duties in a peaéeful and most orderly manner. BEven

when they were conducting the two long and crowded processions
from the railway station to the President's quarters on the
arrival of the Presidents of the different conferences,

the volunteers maintained perfect peace and order without
showing discourtesy to anybody. Mr. Kunchappa Menon who ass-
umed the duties of the captain of the volunteers at Ottapalam
is a short strdné man possessing the required grit and capadity
to maintain a rigid discipline. Amongst the volunteers, there
were several young Nambudiri gentlemen, of the landed aristo-
cracy of Kerala. 1t is remarkable how these Nambudiri volun-
teers did every kind of work along with the others. The
volunhteers and their captain did the greatest service when

they re-erected the pandal which had collapsed on account of

stormy weather and rain just a few days before the commence-
ment of the conférence. They gave Such a festive appearance
to the conference panaal and surrounding buildings and made-
eyerythihg ready on the 22nd evening. Mr. A.R.Pillai of I;a-
vancore who had boydotted the University of Qxford in pursuanc

of of the Congress resolution and/;evera; oth§rs3§§§§essegr
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an open air meeting on Swaraj and on noneco-operation on the

evening of 22nd April. '

On the 23rd Morning, the President of the provineial
Conference Mr. T.Prakasam, arrived by the mail train from
Madras. Crowds began to assemble at the railways station
long before the train arrived. Congress and Khilafat .

volunteers lined the platform and the President on arrival was

conhducted in procession to his residence. This processionas

well as the prpeession conducted on the arrival of the

Presidents - elecf of the Khilafat and itudents' conference
had to pass thro' the main road and just :in front of the

mission buildings in which the reserve police were quarteréé
It is rather strange that the reserve police who were speciavll’
brought to ottapalam should have beén lodgved in a buidding‘
abutting the main road. The reserve police who héd been wif
nessing these processions must have been strgck at the way f

in which the volunteers were keeping peace and order.

The Ulemas of Malabar met in Conference on the mor-
ning of the 25th April 1921 and confirmed the congress reso-
lution on the Khilafat question. This was followed by the
Tenants' conference under the Presidentship of Mr. K.P.
Raman Menon and in that Conference a resolution was passed
Mthese grievances of tenants discussionwhether
legislation should be asked for now and by a large majority
it was resolved not to ask for ény leéislation from the
present Government. Next came the Khilafat Conference at :
30! clock under the Presidentshdp of the Moulvi Syed Murtuz
of Trichinopoly. There was record attendance fog this con

ence also, many Hindus attending the same along with th
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Moslem beethren. The Khilafat Conference confirmed the re-
solution of the congréss on,Swaraj. At the end of the ‘
conference Mr, Pallath Achan made a stirring appeal of the
Tilek Swaraj Fund which was liberally and immediateiy res-
ponded to by the audience, Cash énd Jewels flowed in again
and in spite of the latness of the hour most of the people .
still remained till the close of the Conference. The 1
Conference dissolved at 12 Q'Clock in the night. There was

no trouble of ény sort so far. Most of the delegates and
visitors who came to attend the various conferenceslleft

Ottapélai on the night of the 25th or on the morning of the
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THE DISTURBANCES-EVIDENCE CONSIDERED.

The students! Conference‘under the presidency of
George Joseph ofthe "Independent" met in the Conference pandal
at about 8~45 in the morning of 26th ultimo. Everybod} ex-
pected that with that day would close pescefully and succe-
Nfully the events of the national week. There was nothing
in Ottapalam to anticipate trouble. Until then there was every
reason to believe the reserve police headed by Mr. Hitch
cock, the D.S.P., the A.S.P. and other officers contributed
) goéd deal to the success of the conference by their non-
interference. When Mr. Joseph was going on with his Presi-
dential addreds at about 9.30 A.M,, news came sqddenly to the
Pandal that one Abdul Khadder who was dealing in aerated
waters near the conference pandal was assaulted by Mr.
P.Govinda Menon, Sub-Inspéctor, Ottapalam, and Mr. P.Echu Ménon,
Reader to the D.S.P. This naturally caused some-excitnmbnt
but~Abdu1 Khader was told to keep quiet and not to do any-
thing in return whatever might be the provocation on the side
of the police. A few minutes elapﬁged and there was
another stir when some people came running and reported to
the leaders that one Madhava Menon, a khilafat volunteer
was being violently illtreated'by the reserve police. Almost
immediately came the report of general looting and ill-trea-ting
of the bazaar people by the ‘same police. Mr. Remunni Menon

and Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, Secretary of the Madgras Khilafat

Committee started to make enguiries. What happened on their
way to the bazzaar may be better said in Mr. Ramunni Menoﬁ's
own words. He saf% "I am a vakil who has suspended practice
in pursuance of the congress resolution of the national
congress and I am the Secretary of the 1st xEEX Keraala

Provincial Conference. This morning at about 10 or 10-30
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A .M, when I was in the conference pandal attending the Ker‘a:ia; =

Students! 'Confer:ence word was brought to me that Mr. vChahchap'p'-ﬁ
- Madhava Menon of the Calicut ﬁolunteér corps had been takén
hold of and roughly handled by the men of the reserve police
at the railway statlon. Information of further ass'aults on
innocent shop-keepers and others soon afterwards réached me.
Ther:lppon Mr. Abdul Hamid I’han,/secretary of the Madras »
= Presmency Khilafat Commii:.t&e, Mr. T. V Chathukkutty Nair
the (‘alicut quumi Provineial COngress -office the police
station to fmd out what was happening and to ask the people
to rema_in calm and quiet. With us was- a student wearing

Gandhl Cap. On our way we met Mr. Madhava Menon near the

#ailway station and heard from him an account of his exper

iences at the hands of the police. Further on near the rairivga

goods shed a khaki-clad European or Anglo-Indian rushed

past us from behind on a eycle in the direction of the

police station. We moved on and met a Moplah who told us

ﬁhat his sherbet bottles and tumblurs had been Broken by the
}policre and that ’he had himself been beaten Se"wrerely, ﬁe
~ s&w marks., of blows On his breast and back and also tﬁe
broken piecas of bottles and tumblers 1y1ng on the road.

We consoled him and walked on when the cycllst who had only

a minute or two ago rushed past us was seen returrung in
- great haste. A i‘ew yards further on we met a Eu_z‘opean comiynfg"f'
along whom Mr, ChrathuirkutrtyvNair recognised as Mr. Hitchcotk,
“the D.8.B. = reached mear the gate of the court céftifpouqd
—and steppéd 1ﬁto the;sho'p of Mr.,K Naravana Méfmn, whe =
Jl,aﬂd whose brother Unnikrisﬁna Menon, were ameopg the suff
t Menon's face and :
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the shop a group of people had collected and in a tea shop
near by'were some police men. Inside theigate of the court
compound we saw groups of polieehen armed with sticks and
moving about excitedly. I noticed that they were pointing
to us. We requested the people to disperse quietly and
attend to their work, when one amongst them resented our
request and spoke as if wanting to pick up s quarrel: We
then left him and turned back to return to the pandal. The
%zg?ent-who was with us told him that it was only a request

we were making for the common benefit and that he need

not be offended. There upon this man whom we suspected to be

a police agent showered abusive language on the sEBdent. Two =

or three reserve policemen then rushed towards us asking us
who had dared to come to ask explanation of them. One of
them ran in advance and struck two blows on the student who
was walking before us and on his way back gave mé-a severe
blow on my heck asking me whether I was the man who had
dared to ask explanation of them. We then proceeded on our
way without further adventure and reached near the railways
%k goods shed when 2 or 3 police men again rushéd up to us
and asked who vakil Ramunpi Menon was. On my talling them
that T was the person, they said that the Saheb (meaning
evidently the A.5.P. or D.S.P.) wanted me to go to him and
dragged me away by both hands. Two or thfee more joined
them on the way. Some of them were armed with sticks. They
dragged me along -and asked whether I was ndt-the Vokil
Ramunni Heﬁon who was responsible for this conference and
all that kind of thing and whether I was not & man who

was making speeéhes 1h the pandal; They thén taunted me and -

abused me and asked me tc run along in the hot sun to the
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police station instead of walking slowly. They then struck
-me half a dozen severe blows on the head heck ang face
“and also kicked me below the hip. They had closed round me
and were preparing to drag me on further and commit violénce
on me when another policeman came and separated me and asked

his: comrades not to molest me further.

With considerable reluctance they let me go out,.
and I returned to the pandal." Before we describe the
Scenes in the Conference pandal at the time when Ramunni
Menon returned after his experience with the Police, we
shall survey briefly the happenings fn the Ottapalam bazaar
on the morning of the 25th.

4 careful perssal of the statements printed in
+ the appendix would show that the Malappuram police are guilgy
of some of the heinous crimes under the Penal Code including
house breaking,robbery, assault grievous hurt and mischief.
~ It also shows that the local police and superior officers
Sre accessorie s before the fact and after the fact. From
various statements before us we are inclined to believe that
= the police began their work of destruction and terrorism in
the town between 9 and 10-A-M. We will begin with the
statement of Mr. C¢.Madhava Menon,b a Khilafat volunteer. He
purchased ticket for calicut and was waiting on the railway
station to catch the ma_ii_]: train. Then a Moplah policeman
approached him and sa;d "Sahib €alls you" meaning the D.S.P.
- ;—fr’i or 4.S.P. wanted to see him. Mr. Menon said vhat he was

LP%MMMW MfDWL'r»-'
(7?&)
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Then he was dragged by 8 or 10 policemen, five more joined kim
their comrades on the way. Two sub-Inspectors were standing and
witnessing the whole thing. Altogether there wereIBO reserve
police men when he was foreibly removed to the Court buildings,
where the Asst.Superintendent of folice and the Deputy Superin— ‘
tendent of Police were having their office. One of them took
away Mr; Menon's stick another removed his cap. He was abused,
kicked and beaten on the way. Several passersby were witnessing
the whole thing. Finally he was brought before the two sfahebs
(presumably the Asst. Superintendent of Police and Deputy Super=
intendent of Police) who asked him why he was at Ottapa;am to

which Wr. Menon ieplied that he was there as a Khil volunteers.

(GOIltinuedt. LR 0)
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SHOP — KEEPER'S EVIDENCE:¥
L ]

7 While Mr; Chenchappa Menon was being dragged to the
police station, some of the police gang who were at him se-
parated themselves from the rest when they csme near the shop
of Mr. Unnikrishna Menon and broke into it. They were about
25 in number. Mr. Unnikirhshna Menon was examined by us on
the date of the offence (26-4-1921) says that about 25
reserve policemen entered his shop and questioned him ®who
sald rotton cycle"? Mr. Unnikrishna Menon replied that he
did not know. Three or four policemen were beating him saying
that it was he who said so. When his brother)ﬂ%rayana Menon
requested the police not to beat him, the police took hold
of Narayana Menon, beat him severely and chased him while
he was running and fimally dealt very severe blows on his
face so as to cause fracture on his nasal bone., They again
caught hold of Unniﬁ;ishna Menon and took him to the
police station when he had no cloth on his lions. Mr.
Unnikrishna Menon deposes that he was taken to Mr. Hitchcock,
the D.S.P., and 4.5.P., who were sitting in front of the
subgjail, The ghS.P..and A.SpP. questioned him who he was.
When he replied that he was a merchant in the local bazzar,
that he earned/his livelihood by trade, and that he was not
a Nonco-operation the two officers left the spot without
giving any reply. He was allowed by the police toc get away
after sometime. Mr. Narayana Menon the 4th witness suppor- {11
ts his brother unnikrishna Menon in all material particulars =
and says that Dr. Joseph treated him for the seﬂ%us 7 -
wounds caused to his nose. Dr. Josepgjzzs examined by us
on the 27th April has stated in his statement that between

10 and 11 Aig: on 26-4-21 he saw from his house several
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males, femsles and children running about. He thought that there
might have been some calamity, but on questioning some of the

men who were running away, he was told that the police were
attacking every house beating the occupants and therefore they
were running for safety. He saw 3 s.f, men with shirts and putties |
on getting into the shops and beating the occupants with sticks,
&n hour later he attended on Karayat Narayana Menon. He saw a
severe contusted wound on the nose bleeding with fracture of

the nasal bone. He was told by the patient that the injury on
the nose was caused by the blows given by the police. Mr. ﬁargt
yana Menon has been under the treatmenf of Dr. Joseph since

he received the injury. Mr. C.Govindan Menon supports the story
of Unnikrishna Menon and Narayana Menon. . He further says that
when he tried to conciliate the police, he waé dragged kicked

and beaten by the police until he fell down and that he received-
injuries on his k%?e and arm. This witness also gave the

statement on the date of the occurrence itself. »
il .

SHERBET VENDOR'S STATEMENT;%

Munhi Koya:of Ponnani Taluk deposed that he came to
Ottapalam to sell sherbet betel and arecanut durhpg the period
of conference, He sold these articles near the railway station
gate. Between 8 and 9 A.M. on 26-4-1921 heJaw 10 to 20
" reserve police dragging and beating ¢.Madhava Menon and addressed
them thuss-- "All of you together take away one short person
and beat him. This is very hard." On his saylng so one of the
policemen went up to him and beat him on his cheeks. Then two
or fhree policemen joined in beating him until he fell down.
He was then kicked and sherbet bottles and cups were smashed

to pieces. He was then tak&g.to a Saheb in the Court bulldings.
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The Saheb asked him to which place he belonged and that why hec
'came. On his replying that he came from Tirur for selling
~ his articles the Saheb asked the policemen why they arrested
him,  They said that when they were taking one person he told
‘if that had been done the previous day all their heads would
have been missing. Wheh the Saheb again question him as to
.what he had sald he told him that one of the policemen pur-
chased betel from him and when he asked for the price he was
beaten and taken to the Saheb. The Saheb permitted him to go.
This withess says that there were two Sahebs when he was taken‘
to the court building and that it was the stouter of the two
that put questions to hin and allowed him to go. The next
witness ¥@nhi Marakkar, aged 21 says that he was a beedi
gerchant at Ottapalam. When he was sitting in his shop at
about 10 A.M. a man came to him 4and told him that his brother
was not to be seeﬂknd that he should find him out. He at
ohce entrusted the bdginess of his shop to another man and
want along the main road towards the railway s};tion ‘in
quest of his brother. When he went near the small Mosque
he saw 10 or 20 reserve police running towards him with sticks
in their hands. He got frightened and at once ran into the
_Mosque. When he came to his shop, he was overtakén by somev
of the policemen and questiohed "are you not a Khilafat worker?
So saying 2 or 3 policemen beat him and pursued him while he

was running.

- One of the police took his cap and threw it away saying
that there was no Khilafat emblem on it. Two or three police-
men beat him severely and when his father ran up to rescue
him he the father also was beaten by the Police 5 or 6 times.
He saw_the police beating Achutan, & paddy merchant on the road.
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Arakkal Kunhi Bava a merchant dealing in piecegoods was
examined on the same date. He says that 5 or 6 policemen went
to his shop and gquestioned him whether he belonged to the
Khilafat party. When he said "yes" they again asked him

under whose orders he joined it. He said he Joined it out

of his own free will. For, this, one Hindu Constable gave
him a slap on his face, saying how he could have joined the
Khilafat Committee. He at once closed his shop}weat to the

‘Conference Pandal.

Ahmad Kutti, aged about 74 deposed that on the 27th April
he accompanied Malappuram Thangal from ¥Wdru's shop to the
railway station. Thangal 1s,§yed-descendant of the prophet's
family. He is recognised as the priést of the people who
hold him in very high esteem for his position and the dignity
of his 'office. He is invariably accoﬁpanied by 2 attendants,
vwho carry ceremcnial silver rods, two belted peops and several
other servants. This witness Akigd Kutty says that the Thangkal
was seated in a jutka at about 10 A.M. on 26th April 1921
on his way to the railway station. Five reserve policemen
went to the jutka and dragged it to the kutcherry compound
deprived Thangal's attendants of their turbans and silver rods
and aséaulted the jutka driver seriously. When some people
from the Kutcherry called upon the police to leave Thangal
alone he gnd his servants were allowed to go to the railway .

station and take the train for galgbat.




A
v Y
=31~ 82/
‘ Mayan kutty, a young rickshawalla deposed that when
he was coming with his ricksha¥jon the 26th April 1921 some re-
serve constables ordered him saying "stop there you son of
a dog, you shall have enough for your Khilafat cap etc."
The police told him "It was your reign yesterday; it‘is ours
today". They took his cap from his head forcibly and tore it
to pieces. vSome other constables beat him on the face and
elsewere on thé body. To ng himself he left his ricksha there
and ran away. One young man dbdul Khadar aged about 18 was
Véxamined by us on the same day. He deposed that he was going
~—to the railway station at about 10-30 A.M. A reserve constable
ran after him, took his czp with the Khilafét badge and tore
it to pleces. Two reserve police constables ran up to him and
gave him'two severe blows on his ear. He was asked whether he
was a khilafatéer. Some more police ga e him more blows. He
was robbed of his Khilafat badge. 4 Emuddin ¥ptty aged 40 cloth
merchant Ottapalam, was examined on the 27th April 1921. He
ﬁayszf- "Yesterday morning at about 110'clock when I was
sitﬁtﬁ! in my shop * 4 Reserve Police constables came to my
shop and struck me twice on the back of my neck asking me,
"are you not a Khilafat man"? It was Madhavan %ﬁir,vthe local
ﬁead constable who pointed me out from the road saying "He
is a Khilafat man". K. Moideen kutty another witness examined
on the same date deposed that when he went to Kunhi Marakkar's

shop in the bézaar at about 10 A.M. 5 of 6 Reserve policemen

went there and gave him 2 or 3 slaps on his face and cheeks saying
your are a khilafat man? Are you not? K.Koya Kutty a local
cloth ﬁerchant, has stated that at 11 A.M. when he was ;5out

- to close his shop on account of the police riots, 2 or 3 Reserve
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Constables entered his shop and threatened him saying

why do you close your hhop? You Khilafat people should be
beaten till your bones are crushed." K.ibdul Rahman, aged 52
anofher witness says that one Reserve Policemen kicked him
in his waist saying “are you a Khilafateer, qu son of a dog"
C.Hydru aged 45, local shopkeeper says that he interpreted
when the police were beating Kunhi Markar son of Yavu, and o
for this he was beaten and robbed of the cash he haf in his
pockét and ‘that he was in bed the whole day on account of

the injuries. C. Kunhi Ramn MNair deposed "I saw the Reserve
police tearing off the khilafat flag* which was posted -

on its office building. Then they went to the quartefss

of the volunteers but since they did not find ad¥ one there

they chme away."

M.A.Sankara Narayaha Ai;ar, a paddy merchant was a
member of the Reception Committee. He invented an improved
type of the spinning wheel and exhibited the same in the
conference pandal. He owns also a paddy shop in the bazaar.
Having seen how the police were assaulting the other
shopkeepers he was closing his shop on the morning of
26-4-31. The police then beat him with a stick aaying
"Don't close the shop". Some wentvto the wést crying "Down
with the Khilgfat Flagh. Some went the East and beat
Achutan a paddy merchant.

~Mr. P.V.Menon agent of the Nedungudi Bank, gave his
statement on'the‘date of the occurrence. This gentleman

is the agent of a Bank the Managing Director of which is

i ﬁao Bahadur T.M.Appu Nedungudi who is Co-operator and
has nothing to-do with the conference at Ottapalam.

e consider it better to quote his own words. He says“'

One Ezhuehuthan,‘a servant employed in E‘P. Baman Nair's%
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shop came running to my office to-day at about 11 A.M,
‘and told me that the policemen had beaten and caused hurt
te shopkeeper Narayana Menon and that all shops are closed.
_ He came to me for protection. Immediately fgclosed my
Bank and went upstairs. As I “went up I saw 8 or 10 persons
wea%ing khadi shirts and drawers, beating and pushing the
‘paddy merchant Achutan. When he ran away from them they
came to the Bank buildings.rr They did not mind when they
were told that it was bank bulldlng.' whenrthey persistedw =
I took my gun into my hand. Then after a few seconds they
went away one of them observing that it was the Bank buildi
Kunhirapalikal Akﬁad, aged }éVBeposed that when he- questioned
- the constable who caught hold of Ramunni Menon's hand as to
"Why he was holding the vakil's hand"? he gave him 2 blows'
on his newk. He at once ran to the eonference pandal
and reported the incidnet. Abdul Khader agedjzz was thér,
ownder of a cycle repair shop at Ottapalam. During the
conference days he was selling aerated waters just outside 7
the Pandal. ©On the night of the 24th some one went to
him and asked him to send 4 bottles of soda with ice to the
pandal. He replied that there was none to take the soda —5
to the pandal, but he would take it a—s soon as his boy
= returned.v when he insisted on having 4 bottles of soda
at once the witness g!!-gave 4 bottles and a tumbler with
ice. The bottles and glass were returned a few minutes la

1but the man- disappearedlwithout pa ing the price of’6 anna
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. names and beat him with a chair on which he was sitting.S.I,

Govindamenon ordered a constable to take him to fhe police
station. Then he was dragged inside and beaten on his cheek
and back 3 or 4 times. The evidence of this witness fiies
the time of the assault on-him at 8-30 on the morning of

the 26th ;-‘The assault was by the local police and this

_seeméAto be the earliest of the series that followed on the
ésth of April. Achutan Kunhalan, alias Mohammed, Chappu, -

j and Abdul Khadér also were examined by us the same evening.
They described the details of assault on them. Mr. Chat-
ukkitty Nair and Abdul Ahmad Khan also deposed supporting Mr.
Ramunni Mgnon up-to a pbint. This is all the oral evidence
recorded by us."Thg article written by Mr. Ramunni Menon and
published in the "Hindu" of the 3rd March 1921 entitled

7 jzggapies of the Distriet authorities" is marked as Ex. A.

This closes the evidence of the complainants.

GRAVITY OF OFFENCE:-

From the evidence set out aéié it is clear that
atleast 25 persons were assaulted and beaten by the reserve
police of Malappuram. It is also clear that the of fences
were committed between 8-30 and 11-30 A.M. on the morning
of 26th April 1921. The offehces committed were of an
orgaﬂised and premeditated type forming part of a carefully
sketched out plan with an ulterior object. They were also ?
of an aggravated character. If the sections of the I.P.C.
are to be applied they include rioting, house trespasi
grievous hurt and mischief and robbery. When such offences
were committed by any person the police have power tortake
cognisqnée of thé offence, arrest the offenders without
yarranémand lock them up pending the trial until they were
relgased'by a duly constituted court. Ottapalam is a place
‘where there is apolice station. Thepe is also a police
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Magistrate permanently statloned. The D.S.P., Mr. Hitéhcock
and 4.5.P. had a3do been present there from the 23rd to the 26th
Until now ho police officer has taken cognisance of any offencé
committed by these reserve policemen‘nor Has magistrate takeM
cognisance of the offence. Why so? Is it because nothing
happened at Ottapalam on the 26th april and the story given

by the 27 withesses was invented by them out of spite? Or

is it because most of tﬁe injured persons are Non-co=operators
and they did not prefer complaint before them? When the

police themselves committed the offences the sufferers

preferred to submit themselves to the judgment of the public.
VWe shall therefore deal first with the question whether

the occurrences of the zgphﬂhpril as depesed to by the witnesses

were true or false.

As the riot by the reserve police was started/as
it progressed, information had been receiveﬁ in the conferences~—
pandal mlmost immediately at every stage. It is in conse-
quence of such information that Mr. P.Ramunni Menon’the Secre-

~ tary of the Conference went out into the town with Mr. Abdul

Hamid Khan to enguire and pacify the people. lMr. Ramunni

Menon's statement before us is the same as that which he made

at the Conference pandal on the morning of 26th soon after

he was beaten and ill-treated. The same is the case with the

_statement of Mr. Kunchappa Menon. The statements of several of

the Witnesses were recorded by us the same evening. Some '%

were recorded on the 27th and some on the 28th. Having regard :
01’1513M¥%eCZ;2§; imity of th ston which the

Prox y dates

statements recorded and the particulars nsrrated by each oneipf

the witnesses and other circumstances, we conclude that the
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facts as stated by the witnesses are true. No serious effort

can be made by any reasonable person to deny the occurrences

altogether.

The other Sides;-=

Although the accuséd persons were not present
before us' and we had no opportunity of knowing the versions of
the other side, personally, in this case, there is available,

a piece of information which may be taken as representing the
case of the reserve policemen. The "Madras Maill's" own corr-
espondent who professed to be ah eye witness of the assault

on Mr. Ramunni Menoh and some of the incidents of the morning
wired to tell "Madras'Mail" the very next day setting out the
various incidents which were said to have been within his own
kno‘}edge and charging the reserve police of Malappuram with
several offences with which the 27 citizens of Ottapalam

now charge them. The Correspondent of the "Madras Mainn'

did his best to give an accurate version of'the events although
in regard to some facts and certain inferences, he could not
get over his prejudice and partislity. It is seldom that

even partial truth is admitted in interested guartérs. The
copy of the “Madras MailJ is marked as Ex.B. for the convenience |

of reference. A comparison of the facts narrated therein with g

the facts narraggd_by the prosecution witnesses along with the
evidence recorded by us, leads only to one conclusion, namely,
that the charges made by the prosecution witnesses against

the accused are true. If the charges against the Malappuram
police are true, the'followéhg questions arise necés;arily

for considerations:--

(1) Whether the conduct of the accused falls

under ény one of the general exceptions of Inéién Penal Law
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which absolves them of all liaﬁility.

Whether there were any extenuating circumstances
such as grave and sudden provocation.

(3) Even if there was no grave and sudden provocation

R

whether the offences were committed on the spur of the moment or
whether it was the result of previous conspiracy.

(4) If it was the result of previous conspiracy whe- .
ther4 the D.S.P. Mr. Hitchcock and the A.S.P. andthe local F

police were parties to the conspiracy and to what extent if

any.

(5) What 1s the motive for this:crime?

We propose to deal with the various aspects briefly
with reference to the evidence on record both direct and ‘ |
circums\gntial. As regards the 1st point it cannot be pretended %

that these reserve policemen who engaged themselves in such
sefious criminal acts, were acting in lawful discharge of
their duties. Admittedly it 1s not a case of dispersing a meeti-‘
ng or a crowd by the police when they were on their duty. It. !
is not & case where there was any throwing of stones of bricke
bats when they were attempting to keep order. This is a ‘
case in whic regerve olice of Malappuram divested them-
4}”""" é%segé}ﬁa:oég;bers of anﬂgﬂwfﬁf:sembﬁ%r :,gfmmittiéﬁe
| various offences on peaceful citizer of Ottapalam and the
innocent volunteers of the Provigfggal and the Khilafat confer-

ences. There is no law which exonerates them from criminal and =

civil liability.

NO GRAVE OR SUDDEN PROVOCATION: -
On the 2nd question of provocation a few words.

The position of the parties on the morning of the 26th April

5
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was this. Some of the persons who were beaten and ill-treated

were local merchants who were engaged in their shéps in their

legitimate business.

Mr. Kunchappa Menon and Thangal were persons who
were on their way to take the train one for #alicut and the

other for Palghat. There were some other persons who were =

innocent passersby. On the other hand the reserve police were

35 in number ®mf, Some of them were armed with very long

sticks. The manner of their attack, the abusive language : %%

used by them and the general conduct as deposed to by the

various witnesses conclusively show that they were out for mis=
chief \9 provoke a breach of the peace at any cost in a deli-
berate and unabashed manner. It is in the evidence of sevéra'
witnesses that they were beaten and attacked after being que-
stioned whether they were not advocateé of the Khilgfat cause
Sohe were attacked for wearing Khilafat caps. Others were att
acked for having Khilafat badges. Some others for belng Khilaz
fat and conference volunteers. When Arakal Khnhi Bava, onhe of
the witnesses, was attacked by 5 or 6 policemen and questioned
whether he did not belong to the Khilafat party he said "Yes'
Thereupon he was asked under whose orders he jointed it. : 7
On his replying that he joined it in his own free will, he ﬁas
given a slap on his face by a Hindu constable. Kuncha pa Men
was deprived of his hand stick and the Kh#lafat badge in thev
presence of the two éahebs. From all these facts it is g#eQrf
that no provocéfion was given by any of the victiﬁs unless
it be that the wearing of a Khilafat Ca p a Khilafat Badge
A the carrying of a stick in the hand, the carrying of the =
silver rods by the attendants of the Thangal in their hands
- and walking eredt of Kunchappa Menon thro! the streets of O
palam or the exercise of the free will by the Arakal Kunhi
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should be deemed either collectively or severally, in the
eye of the law, to have given sudden and grave provocaﬁion
to the reserve police of Malappuram. There is no law vet
against the Khilafat caps, or badges>or Khilafat flags and
the free air. All these acts are quite innocent and legiti-
méte. Still in most cases these have been the object
of attack by the police. Under the circumstances it
will be absurd to contend that any provocation was given

to the police by the citizens of Ottapalam or the volunteers.

Yet there are fwo cases to which we should refer
specially under this head §f provocation. One is the case
of the two brothers Mr. Unnikrishna Menon and Narayana
Menon. These two are pw «MJE Joint shop on the main road

Police Gutae Gt P

oppoaﬁ%e to the building in whlch the reserve| policemen forcibly
entered into the shop of these two persons, one of the police
questionedAUnnikrishna Menon who said:-~"Rotten cycle®. It
is rather difficult to speell out exactly what was implied
in these words. We may assume that it implies that some one
at that shop had said on a previous occasion that the cycle
on which one of the policemen was riding was a rottn one.
Let us aséume that one of the brﬁthers or somebody else at
the shop had used such a; expression. Can that be a sudden

and sufficient provocation for the offences coumitted by

the police against these two brothers.

The samé qu:=Stion implies uhequivocably that the
so-called provocation must have given if at all, some time =

before the commissiod of the offence. If that is so it

ceases to be sudden. As regards the question whether it is

suffieient provocation there is ndklaw to that effect justlfy
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the offences of house-breaking and grievous hurt by the police i
themselves. It is Wla{éhow a remark of that character
could entitle a policeman to cause grievous hurt by fracturing .
the nasal bone of the unfortunate Narayana Menon. As regards
the truth of the fact whether ;hybody at the shop of Narayana
Menon uttered the words "rotten cycle" we are inclined to hold
that such an expression could not have been used by either

of the two brothers against'any of these reserve policemen

who had been quartered in front of their own shop. These

two shopkeepers could not have taken the risk of insulting

a police officer. To support our canclusion there is one

other circumstance. It is in evidence that when the question
was put by the policemen one of the brothers replied saying

that there was no cycle shop there. This enables us to

infer that these two brothers were innocent and they could

never have used any such expression against any of these
policemen. It may be that some such observation was made by
some body else in some other places or it may be that it was

the imagination of the excited brain of the policemen. From

any stand point we are of opinion that there is no justifi-
facation for the attack made by the police bn these two

brothers..

The 2nd case is that of Kunhi Koya of Tirur in
Ponnani Tgluk. The witness said that when he was taken to
the Sah€£ the policemen told the Sahebs that the witness
had insulted the police when they were taking Mr. Kunchappa
Menon by telling them that if the treatment they were

according to the volunteer that morning had beem given the

previous day, all their heads would have been missing. It
appears from the evidence of this witness that this state-

ment was made by the reserve police to the superior officers
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when they weéé questioned as to why they took hold of a man
who had come from ¥xkk outside village to.seél his goods. Thé
w;tness explains by saying that he never made any such state-
ment but he was beaten and taken to the station because he told
the police that it was not fair fo take hold of a volunteer
and kick him. He also added that one of the policemen who
had purchased betel from him on the previous day got angry
when he asked for the price and kicked him and beat him.
Tt is in his evidence that all the articles in his shop inclu-

ding the sherbet bottles had been smashed to pleces by the

_police, Having regard to the conduet of the police that

morning and the probabiiities of the faces, we find the

police in~vented the story as a plausible excuse for beating
and arresting an outsider who seems to have made a favourable
impression on the minds of the two sahebs. We shall assume
that the witness used such an expression. Still we must
hold‘that the police who were supposed to be the guardians

of peace and order had no manner of justification for comnitting
the offences with which they are charged. If any such provo=-
king remark had really been made ‘they could have invoked the =
aid of the all-comprehensive section 144 of the cr. P.Cs

and justified their position. Ona review of the whole evi-
dence, we hold that no provocation was given to the police ‘

by any of the :ictims. On the other hand it was the police
themselves that did‘every possible mischief to provoke a breach

of the peace on some pretext'or other.

CONSPIRACY:= =

h
Tﬁe next question is whether there was a previous

conspiracy. If there was a conspiracy who were all privy to

it and what is the motive. There is evidence on record to
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CONSPIRP </ " —
. designed befofehand. In this connectlon it is necessary to
refer briefly to the steﬁs taken by Mr. Thomas, the District
Magistrate and‘Mr. Hitchcock, the D-S.P., before April 1921 to
ngcotech" the movement of Non-co-operation. Mr. Thomas applied

to Government in or about February last to give him power

RN e

to apply section 144 cr'—&C_.,h to the whole of Malabar but

the Government of Madras did not approve of‘the Suggestlon
because it would mean the application of the seditious %
Meetings Act indirectly to the whole\gistrict. It could not :
be done without the previous sanction of the Gove}nmeht

of India. The Government of Madras also pointed out to Mr.
-Thomas that such sanction was not likely to be granted even if
applied for. But at the same time they gave him a free hand

to anply section 144 to specified areas. Thomas applied the
sections to Brnad and Walluvanad Taluks and calicut town.
Ottapalam the scene of Police disturbances, is in the Wallu-
vanad Ta luk. Th;s'pr&clamation just preceded the arrival of Mr.
Yakub Hassan at Calicut in February last to address a public
mégg;ggj——;I;;;;EE~Mr, Yakub Hassan assured Mr. Thomas that he

—_

P e 1
would not address the mesting on the Khilafat or politics,

but he would address them oﬁ‘nbn-violence.Mr.»Thomas insisted

upon Mr. Yakub Hassan and his compatriots Messrs., Madhavan

T ——
-Nart, Gopala Menon and WOhldeen Koya% furnishing security to xeep

|
peace. They refused to comply with the ower and prefcrrgd |

imprisonment. Before their arrest and imprisonment the
District Magistfate and Mr. qitcnco%k, the D.S.P. did theirr
best to make out a case that the Moplahs of Malabar were of the v
most inflagpable character and even the slightest political

- 5 agitation ﬁbu}d bring on violence and blood shed. ’As to

7 what the two District officers have been doing since then we

~ night refer to the letter written by ¥r. P.Ramunni Nemon
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to the "Hindu" dated 3rd March 1921 under the title of "vagaries
of the District Authorities". Therein he narrated how Mr.
Thomas threatened the 2 Khilafat volunteers who were standing

at the gate of Mr. Madhavan Hairts house, with jails and all )
sorts ef pains and penalities if they should any longer wear i

their iform and how he oi%ered his orderiies to take the ,
P e e ey et A

valunteersifsr heir uniforms. It was also deéscribed how 4

Khilafat volunteers proceeding in a carriage were compelled to
get down and were not allowed to procged further before they

had removed their uniforms. After referring to vgiéous other
vagaries of these District officers Mr. Menon pointed out tﬁat

in spite of the unnecessary and irritating display of military
provess and the higr;l.cnnduct of the Executive the people
maintained perfect noh-violence and that it was a decided victofy
for the Non-co-operation movement and a correspondingly decided
failure for the authorities as their attempt to goad the people

to violence had so thoroughly and signally failed.

From the facts stated above it is clear that during the
last 4 or 5 months there has been only one issue bet|the District

authorities and the people of Malabar, i.e., whether the Moplahs

of Malabar are a violent a non-violent people. ’ The District
officers have been contending that the Moplahs are violent, whereas
the people of Malabar have been coﬁtending that they are guite : %
non-violent and that they havg thoroughly imbibed the spirit - ]

of non-violence. ]

oL
It was under these circumstances that the provizienal,
the Ulema, the Khilafat and the student conferences were held

at Ottapslam. Mr.Hitchcock, D.S.P. and Mr. Thomas reported
to the Government.that in the whole of Malabar the Moplahs

v

i
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of Walluvanad and Brnad taluks were of the most violent character
: =
and that prohibition of public meetings should be applied to ‘these

taluks. It was so applied to some specified areas.

It seems to us that it became a guestion of honour and
prestige for the district Police officers to make out that the
Moplahs of Malabar are of a violent type. Over 5000 people attended
the various conferences on 23rng%d 25th including the people
of Walluvanad and Ernad taluks. The Conferences were so succe-
ssful, peaceful and orderly. The Khilafat and conference volun-
teers conducted themselves so magnificently that not even a
whisper of complaint could be heard against them. We think tha£
all this success was too much fér the police authorities to
witness or bear, because success of the conferences of such magnitud
and importance will be a most eloquent and conclusive testimony
of the non-vi&;ence character of the Moplahs of Malabar zenerally
and those of Walluvanad and Ernad taluks in special. S&ch :
a success will also imply that the prohibition of public meetings
under Section 144 in the past may have been based on unfounded

apprehensions.

£ .
== Hence the necessity for conspiracy to devise a plan of

action to provoke breach of peace at Ottapalam on the morning
Vef 26th April 1921 and if any untoward casualities or injuries
were caused to the police to bring in all their instruments

of destruction into play and then attribute the whole thing
to the movement of Non-co-operation. There is ample proof on
record that the reserve polce of Malappuram committed the various |
offgnces'ﬁith which they have béen charged in furtherance g
7 of the common object. Look at the words used by the police to E
fnayankutty the rickshwallah when they asked him to stop. They

Zsaid“I it was your reign yesterday it is ours to-day."
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These words are so pregnant. Do they not show that there waga

previous conspiracy? Do they not suggest that the police were

determined to create a reign of terror and alarm so as to des-
troy the success peace and order that had ﬁo well attended the
conferences on the previous days. In other words they declared
fITf you enjoyed order and peace until yesterday we shall make =
a hell of the whole thing to-day". .Then consider the very ist :
question put to Madhava Menon the Khilafat volunteer ‘zéii-rthe

railway platform when he was standing ﬁhere to take the.ﬁali— =

cut train. Tt wes Sahibs call you come along". What do these
. words mean? Why did thevséhibs'want him? Did they really want
the identical man before them? If the identical man had been

3
3
3
=
)

i

fequired it must have beeﬁ because he was a very‘;uccessful cap-
tain of the volunteer corps. Again consider the words used to

Mr. P.Ramunni Menon when the police ran after him for the 2nd

time. The words were "Are you the Vakil Ramunni Menon?" Fach one of
the merchants or shopkeepers that was assaulted was guestioned 1st
if he was not a khilafat man, Tt Is in evidence thatAa local == .
police head constable pointed out to# the reserve policemen oné-nAﬂ“‘

of the Moplah merchants as a Khilafat man. The words used

to. the rickshaman were "stop ther% you son of a dog you shall

have enough for your Khilafat cap". What do all these expressions
prove? They prove not only a pre-existing conspiracy but also
the method and trhe mahner of executiﬁn resolved upon by the con-
spirators. They establish without even a shadow of doubt that

all these conspirators, before they started out resolved to

get at the captain of the volunteers}vakil Ramunni Menon all
Khilafat workers or volunteers, the Khilafat flags and any

others who might support them and assault them as roughly
as. possible so as to provoke violence and then use their arms aad’

» and ammunitions in the name of order anﬂ peac; They also show
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it was part of their campaign that the local police should abet
v
and aid’ the reser\e police by accompanying them to point out

the persons they wanted.

In this connection the important question .is whether
Mr. Hitchcock, the D.5.P. and the Sergeant of the reserve police
left Ottapalam before the riot coﬁmenced or whether they left
after the riot commenced with full knowledge of the same. The
special correspondent of the "Madras Maill! described himself as
an eye witness and as a person who talked to Mr. Hitchcock for at-
least half an hour on the railway platform before he took the Cali-
icut train and he says that he asked him if there was likely to
be trouble and that Mr. Hitchcock told him that the had no
such apprehensions. If the riot had not commenced before Mr,
Hitchcock went to the statlon what was the necessity for the
so-called eye witness to put such a %uestion to‘Mr. Hitchcock
on that morning when all the important political conferences
had so peacefully terminated and the thousands of people and also
the outside volunteers had all left the station fhe previous
night. Mr, Hitchcock's office'was only within a stone's
throw from the railway station. Is it credible that Mr. Hitch- //}%
cock could have gone to the railwéy station half an hour
too early.nn We do not know who this eye-witness is. It is
clear'that from the very outset he was anxious to ste the
reputation of Mr. Hitchecock by attempting to make out that it was
all the mischief of half a dozen reserve policemen without the ]

knowledge of Mr. Hitchcock.

i We shall show présently that he has miserably failed in
his attempt. It is necessary to note the sequence of events as

deposed by Mr. Ramunni Menon'Mr. Madhava Menon, the Captain
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the two.brothers Narayana Menon and Unnikrishna Menon and Kunhi
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Koya of Tirur. It is also necessary to note the distance between %
Mr. Hitchcock and the railway station and the scene of occurrence. |

From Mr. Hitchcock's office to the railway station it is about 6 44t?

6 minutes walk. 3

The shop of Narayana Menon Brotﬁers is just oppoéite . i
- - - -
Nedungudi Bank and the shops of other victims are a bit removed frd@
the quarters of the Reserve Police on the other side. The -
quarters of the Reserve Police is next door to Mr. Hitehcock's

office. : .

-Even accorqing to the special correspondent of the 4}ad ras
Mail" C.Madhava ﬁénon‘the Khilafat_volunteer was the 1st man r@
attacked by the police near the railway station. Mr. Madhava
‘Menon says that he was beaten and taken to the court buildings
to the two sahebs. It is in these court buildings that Mr. Hiteh- i
cock's office was held. By sahibs he meant two Eurcpesn =
officers. It was 1ln their presence that his Khilafat badge was
ré‘éved; He explained td them how he was beaten kicked and dragged
to their presence by the poiice. After he was let off by the ma;q’{
police, when he was returning by the road to the pandgl, this 3
Madhava Menon was met near the railway station by Messrs. Remu-

nni Menon., Abdul Hamid Khan and Chptukkutty Nair. Madhava Menop}

Narrated to his friE§§S<tht had happened to him.

o e

No doubﬁhe was not able to identify Mr. Hitchcoek as he 4

had not known him before that date. fhaf one of the two
Sahebs referred to by Mr. Madhava Menon was Mr. Hiteheock
is made clear by the evidence of Messrs. Ramunni Menon, ibdul

Hamid Khan and Chatukkutty Nair. A4s Messrs. Ramunni Menofiy
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:chatukkutty Nair and Abdul Hamid Khan were passing along the
" road after talking to Mr. Médhava Menon they saw Kunhi Koya
of Tirur and his sherbet spall which had been broken to pieces.
After /’walking a distance of nearly 200 yards fréﬁ there, they
met one EHropean officer who was walking along hurriedly towards th
Railway station. He was identified by Mr. Chatukkutty Nair as Mr.
Hitchcock the D.S.P. Mr., Chattukutty was a hockey player and
he had been playing very often with Mr. Hitchcock. He waé
a person known to him intimately and he could never have made a
misfake about the identity of the man in broad daylight; When Mr.
Ramunni Menon and his 2 friends proceeded about 100 yards further
they came near the shop of Mr.;Narayana Menon who had already been
seriously injured on his nose. It was just in front of that
shdp in the main road that Mr. Ramunni Menon and another volunteer
- had been 1st beaten. Before the arival of Mr. Ramunni Menon and
his 2 friends at Mr. Narayena Menon's shop Mr. Unnik¥rishna Menon
had beeh taken to Mr. Hifchcock when he had no cloth oh his
loins. Mr. Unni Krikhna Menon says that when he told Mr. Hitch-
cock and the other officer that ‘he and his brother were unjustly
beaten and that they were not Noq;co-operators the two officers
left the place without giving a reply. Mr. Unni Krishna Menon Kﬁew
Mr. Hitchcock and he could not have made any mistake about
his identity. He is positive about it. Again there is the
evidence of Kunhi Koya that he was taken to 2 Sahebs and that -
it was the stouter of the two that put questions to him and set him
free at the police office. His description could not go further. ;
It is in evidence that the two Sahibs were the D.SpP. she A.S.P; :

&

and the D.S.P. is the stouter of the two. We consider that
_the evidence is conclusive ahd unimpeachable about the complieity
of Mr. Hitchcock in the transaction. :
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It 1s clean that Mr. Hitchcock left his office for the

rallway station only after the Khilafat badge of Mr. Madhava
Menon was removed and after hearing the sad tale of (1) WMr. Unnl-i
krishna Menon abouf the injuries received by himself and his
brother and of (2) Kunhi Koya of Tirur about his own fate and 7.
the fate of his goods stall and when the police riot was in
full swing th?ough the streets of Ottapalam. (9n whét other
way can any reasonable person explaip the conduet of Mr. Hitch-
cock and his assistant, who had left the place without a replyé
Mr. Unnikrishna Menon complained to them standing almost Ebked

in the hands of the police who dragged him to them. Against suehﬁ
a volume of egidence direct as well as circumstantial recorded 1ng?
the same evening there is the lame explanation of th§75peciag' -

correspondent of the "Madras Mail" in favour of Mr. Hitchcock.

=5
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Is it believable that the Mal;éppuram resef;o pollce.‘ =
could have thought of attacking the innocent people of Ottapalamff,
without being aided by the superior officers and the local police?”

It is a mere accident that the reserve police directed thelir attac
first and foremost against the Khilafat volunteers just in hhe =
same manner in which they had been attacked at Calicut under the
orders of the Distriet officers as described by Mr. Ramunni Mepe

Byidenee A+ . e think it is not an accidental coincidens
khilafat badge, uniform or cap have bsen red rags to Mr. Hitch-
cock from the very beginning. What was done at Calgcut to des;ro
the Khilafat and non-co-operation wovement has‘beenjrepeated at
Ottapalam with only one difference. ~At Calicut thé&e was no
~ riot and house breakingwby the police, whereas at é_ﬁapalam_r
and ‘house breaking preceded the attack on the Khiliféf ?mble?s

and the workers. Mr. Hitchcock and his assistan
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unlawful assembly of reserve policemen as an instrument to serve
their own purpose without directiy implicating themselves. WMpr. |
Hitehecock hurried to the station with full knowledge of what - :

was going on with a view to avoid responsibility and save his ré-

putation. ~_

As regards the local policé we are of opinion that they ab-
etted the offences both by ommission and commission. Some of |
them engaged themselves in the mean duty of mafking out persons

_ for the attack ky reserve police as is deposed to by one of the

witnesses.

The others omitted to appear on the scene. Not one of the@

came forward to stop the riot. The A.S.P, was in town and also tﬁé
‘ Stationary Magistrate. None knowns where the Magistrate was,

what he was doing on the morning of 26th April 1921 and what

he has beén doing since then. It is in the evidence of Naraya-

na Menon that the Magistrate sent for him, examined his wound

when it was still bleeding and advised him to go to Dr. Joseph for

tregtment. Mr. Govinda Menon the local S.I. was also present :

then. These two officers had seen the grievous hurt caused

to Mr. Narayana Menon almost immediately. What have they done?

Did they investigate into the occurrences of the day? Did
>they make any reports to the D.S5.P. or the District Magistrate?
Did the District Magistrate send any réport to the Government
of Madras? These are all the questions the ansers for which
could be found only in the sealed book of the Reformed Government 1
nNew India" one of the Madras papers, asked for an.explanatiqn :

the assault on Mr. Ramunni Menon. None has been forthcoming

Verily this is maintaining law and order by the
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PROVOCATION GIVEN TO THE PEOPLE:;-—~

Gravest provocation that could be conceived of by human
mind had been given to the people of Ottapalam and the Khilafat
and congress workers by those very people who had been eatrusted
with the maintenance of law and order. The attacks on the Thangal
and Mr. Ramunni Menon who was described even by the correspondent
of the "Madras Mail" as a well-known person of calm temperament
and an ardent believer in non-violent agitation, were the worst
of the seri%é. What more is needed to wouﬁd the relig?uus
feelings of the Moplah community than the attack on the Thangal
and his attendants as described in the evidence of one of
the\yitnesses which is also admitted by the special ecorrespondent

of the "Madras Mail.m

The temper of the é5331€*cbuld be judged by what followed
the brutal offences committed by the reserve policemen. Mr.
Ramunni Menon when he approached the gates of the pandal after
he was beaten and‘kicked, was lifted in the hands of some
of his Moplah and Hindu brethren and brought to the dais in

the Congress pandal where the students'conference was continuing

calmly and peacefully notwithstanding the receipt of the reports
from time to time of the violence started by the policemen on the TE
congress workers in the Ottapalam streets. Mr. Ramuani Miggn was
garlanded and embraced by some of his friends. He got up(the =
table in front of the President and addressed the audience giving

=

a detailed descripfion of his adventures. He took everything with

ease and pleasg}e and exhorted the audience to opserve strict
violence and not to lose their temper even under worst provocatI

Mr. Cs Mhdhava Menon followed him and repeated the same exho

~: Most of the people who had receiveé 1njuries ran up to the paT
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them to observe strict non-violence. A+ the close of the proceeding
8t about 1 p.m. the people assembled there marched in a solemn
procession headed by Mr. Prakasam and Mr. Ramunni Menon thro the
imporpant streets of Ottapalam and also the scenes of occurrence.
Tbe procession lasted nearly 3 hours and tbe people dispressed

quietly to their homes at about 4 p.m.

As a protest against the outrageous conduct of the police
, 3)1st class Honorary Magistrates My, Sankunni Menon, Mr. Narayana
Iyer and Mr. Abdul Khader, all gentlemen of moderate persussion,
resigned their offiﬁfs ?t ohce. Three vakils, Kocuhunni Nair
- Govindan Nair, and Narayana Aiyar have suspended their practice V'j

at the bar.

RESPONSIBILITY:-

Although the responsibility of maintaining law and order
‘is in the Governaent we hold that it has signally failed to
maintain the same at Ottapalam on the 26th april last. On _
the'other hand a grave situation and serious danger to=pubdic
danger to public tranquillity had been averted by the strict

observance of non-violence by the people of Ottapalam and the

éongress and Khilafat volunteers. It i1s remarkable how -
ordinary people could practise non-violence uhder such provocétibgr;
It may be difficult to find a parallel to this even in the lives
of some of the greatest saints and prnpheté? The movement of :
non-violent Non—co-operation;hadustood the ordeal of fire

" and water and come out victorious to the utter bewilderment

and amazement of thaugonspirators.
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CONCLUSIONS.

on a résieﬁ'of the whole evidence we are_orﬁopinion
that the reserve police of Malabar, the local police of ottapalah
and the superior police officers were, before the conimencement
of the riot, engaged in a criminal conspiracy for the purpose of
provoking a breach of peace and violence on the part of Non-co-
operators and then using Reprisals and finally fixing the reé-
ponsibility on the movement of Non-co-operation. We are also of
opinion that all the above named offences were commiited by
the reserve police of Malappuram in furtherance éf thelr common :}
object and failed to secure the desired results. On the other
hand the cause of nﬁn-violent Non—co-operation has achieved a
crowning vietory in the Kerala province, which should command
the respect and admiration of even its worst enemies. In
arriving at this conclusion, we have done our best to do our
duty by the public on the one hand and the persons accused on the -
- other. We hope we have not failed to do our duty by the

accused. The sufferers have been vietims of injusticesand Oppre=

ssion. ‘They have placed their case before the public.: 411 the
facts have been set out as accurately as possible by us. They

speak for themselves. The highest of the tribunals, the people,

shall judge.

We hope that all the police office‘rs who have been guilty

of the offences with which they have been charged and also the

Government will 1ook'-back upon their own conduct and will =1so

= Book forward and endeavour to make by their further good

conduct some amends to society for the concern which they ha

had in this transaction at Ottapalam on the 26th of April.

(Sd ) T.Prakasam, -
~ Syed Murtuza. :
George J oseph
L. .S\ihbara;: Iyer.
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ANDHRA WORKERS.
SECI0Y ¢rs P

May 14,1921.

Cocanada, May 14.

Proceedings under Section 107 Cr.P.C., commenced at 110'clock:

on £he 13th instant, before the Distriet nagistrate Mzr, Er#cken. :¥

In the court hall, similar notice was served upon Mr.

Bulusu Sambamurthi B.A., 1st Grade pleader, Secretary Distriet =
P =

congress Conmittee.

The Court hall was thronged with spectators. Prominent
Non-cb—operators and congreéimen from thé whole of Godavari and
Kistana Districts. For want of foom several waited outside

- the hall.

The 5 accused M/s. K.V.R. Swami, Barrister, B;Sambamurﬁh;,
Gajavilli Ramachandra Rao M.A., Drs. Palakodeti Gurumurthi, Bra:
hmajbsala Subrahmaniam, all elected municipal_councillors, ve#;
in cheerful mood. . . . . . . P,V.Subba Rao of Rajahmundry a
several others put in a petition requesting adjournment as they
‘intended moving the High Court for transfer of the case from:
Godavari District Magist;atg;ﬁflle, as they apprehended that
fair and ippartial trial cannot be had before him. The Mgg‘
observed that as proceedings under section 107 is not a eri
case Séctioh 52y Cr.é.c. did not apply and he would not stai
proceedings. He further remarked that as he, Dié;i;qp Mggié
= was responsible for the peace 8f the'distriet- the very'ohjge
—0oF theSe proceedings would be frusxrated if an ad;ournmeg'

granted under_the circumstancas, and asked the ccused to
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itk

One of the accused Mr. Sambamurthi, stated that the
non-payment of taxes not being one of the items in the current
congress programme he as Secretary District Congress Committee

i

= 1 = £
gave instructions not to say anything about non-payment of taxes

that propagandists were closely following his instructions and
that he verified 1t from personal knowledge during his tours.
He further stated that they were prepared to give an undertaking
on théir word of honour that théy}would not ==k advise people aga:
Vnon-payment of taxes, ﬁut the Magistrate insisted that they shoﬁld'
give an undertaking not to visit villages within 10 miles from |
the’Agency tracts and‘the accused could not but refuse to give

such undertaking.

Mr. éagbamurtfwsuggested that the Gollector mighf pass such
a prohibitory order if he liked but the ébliector declined to
pass such order. Thereupon, the collector~adjournﬁd the proééeding
for one week, remanding in the meantime the accused to custody
in the local sub-jail, pending application in the Hﬁih Court

for transfer. The vakils 1mmediately ob;ected to the order

and said that they wepe prepared to proceed with the case
1mmediately and that they\never wanted time on conditlon of

remanding the ‘accused to custody and pointed out that the coll-

echor's order was not legal. The order-!pmanding the accused

~to custody in jail, was not given effect to and the colle

adJourned ‘the case to 2 P.M. on the 14th instant

Crowds of people waited watchimg the proceedings with a

The 4 accused of Ra;ahmundry were received this
ion in eclat and taken 1n pro

intérest.»
morning at the Railway stat

uith Sankirtanams thro h tﬁB cIty,-‘eamplete peace and g

‘_‘eﬁthusiasm prevailed.



”» hree articles recently appeared in the “Daily News“
ne "spirit of India® written by "an Anglo-Inéian" = :

have on the spirit of Indians. : Tt;is sort of attack on Indi"
nationalists creates the "undisgu}’sed“ hatred of the :

for the "A.I." a hat{ed which, owing to ignorancé is getting
extended to all Englishmen. = = =

: Nép+‘g§o-operation and race hatred is not to be "'fouhd'w'
dﬁiy 6rrx"éi|‘erside in India. People like this Anglo-Indian (Dail :
getting !'ewer 1n India) would as soon co-operate with a monkay

= as with an Indian, and they let the Indish know =I5 The ouly
Indians they know are their servants and they _treat all India»
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as well realise the feelings of the non—cé-operating>1ndian. He
will not shake hands with murder; he will accept nothing except
complete freedom from a "Satanic Government®". He has lost all
faith in Brit}sh Jjustice. He knows he cannot rebel and fight
'machinevguns are too much fbr him - but he is desperate

and willing to say that he does not care what happehs. And all

this pleasant state of affairs we owe to 'Anglo-Indian'.

How has 1t come about? Right up to the end of the War
co-operation was open and almost whole hearted. Gandhi was
making recruiting speeches. 41l India pulled with us in the
war. The Armistice brought an over whelming victory for Englandy
the Indians were no longer wanted. All the little smiles ahﬁ_bgl:
litenesses - and even good fellowship that had been thée war-time
Btmosphere closed down with a snap. The old type "Anglo-*ndian
tried to get back to the old atmosphere of master and subject.
Rowlatt Acts were forced through. They have never been‘used
and never will be used. But they did their work proving tha§
all war time talk was insincere, and th;% official England qﬁd

not trust India.

[ AL There fgélowed the rule of martial law in the Punjab.
Ther%k\the accussed slaughter in the Jallianwall Bagh. Let

those who blame India for race-hatred and non-co-opegation s s

-

imagine how they would have felt in the other fellow'é place. »
And, when they saw the butéher pensioned with their money,

blessed by a foreiﬁgJPouse of Lords, receilving £30,000 from
admiring "Anglo-Indians" would they in such case accept the ==
situatioh and éhake hands with "Anglo Indian" crying "let

'bygones be bygones®"? You will never get the Indians to forget
or forgive, so long as the poeple like the writer of those .

articles can neither understand nor apologise.
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" MODERN ANGILO-INDIANS:-

Fortunately such Anglo-Indians are getting fewer in India.
It is symptomatic and a good thing that the British elected to
the Legislative Assegbly and the Council of State took the trouble
to cable to Lord Syde:nham's committee, begging them to stop
theixf insane activit?es. These are the real‘reSponsible British :
in India, elected by Englishmen and Scotsmen on the spot up-fo-date

not 3 years behind in comprehension of Hodern India.

During my recent tour in India I consistently and always
argued 'agai"né;t‘"non-g peration. 1 regard it as both foolish

and wrong in the way it is practised “but I used mxjrguments

to both sides. The English pfficials and non-officisls must

co-operate with Indiansy the too myust play the game, they must
'l'éﬂ&ﬂ?eat Indians as. equalsf - Things are better m were 6

months ago. :The officials are doing their best to undo what has be

d‘ene by the 'O'Dwyers; they are trying to live down Non-co-oper- -

ation and hatreds; and all the time those antiques and dug outs 1

Pall Mall clubsft are destroying thg efforts of decent men to

save India for the Empire.

i 5 3 b
In spite of them however things look better. Lord Readl

has & chance; he will meet Mr. Gandhi and his satellites", and

they will i have no doubt discuss together how to end this .

‘hightmare of hatred in India, and yet put India on the sure

How "Anglo-Indian" will rage underst*nding
f\ L

: . road to freedom.

kit he no longer courts in India.
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26th May 19313-- LEADER REPRESSION.

We have already pointed out how Government servants are
thrown into a ridiéulbus position by the recent changes in
their conduct rules. The.myriad possibilities of mischief which
those rules contain have not begun to manifest themselves
in our Presidency. One aPrious instance of their appliqgtion
hails from Northern India and this might perhaps be taken as a
little fore-tasé{gf what is to happen on a wider scale through =
out the country. Wr. 0.F.Jenkins, District Magistrate of :
Badaun is said to have pé?élised a subordinate Babu Dorilal for

possessing an adult son who is a non-co-operator. The son, it app~

ears, had been called upon under Section 144, Cr. P.C. to desist ‘“1
from seditious lecturlng-'*Thngistriﬁt’ﬂ????trﬁf"?és displeased 7
that Babu Dorilal Ufailed to produce a wirtteﬁ declaration of
loyalty to Government on the part of his son' and asked him %o

show cause why for this faiiure he should not be removed from
Government service. The father ei?lained that his son was 25,
1ived separately, anhd was Eeyond—hi control., The District .
Magistrate thought it "impossible §o retain him in the service
while his son is openly professing disloyalty to the Government

~ uThis is a p081tion of affairs", he thought,"whieh is likely -
to mislead the public as to the attitude%?f the Government towardé —

sedition." The result was that Babu Dorilal was "suspended for =

one month or until he produces the required deqlération of loyalty

on the part of his son."




- d rected not against men but- againsta measures. It 15 ‘no

direc: eﬁ

B ster; I went to see Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya nd hea
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~ INTERVIZW WITH THE VICFROY (Contd.)

{Im Mr. M.K.Gandhi writes in "Yq’ung Imfau;-;; .

"Many are ‘asking why I waited upon His Exeellency the

viceroy. Some inquire why the auther of Won-co- operation shouad

seek to see the Viceroy. All want to know the result of the
—interview. I like the rigorous scrntiny oz thg Non—co-

.operation is selr-reliance. We wa,

voﬁtaig it from others. Then»why approach a Viceroy? This is al

gpdq, so far-as it goés. And T should be a bad represé

= hardihood to say fﬁ _Sﬁaraj couId ﬁbt be grantéd'even'b} God.

We would have to earn it our=e1ves. Swara; rrom its very

nature is not 1n the g ng or anybody.

"But we want the world with us in our battle for
7,,e want the good-will of everybody. Our cd‘se, we claim

f based upon pure justiee. There are certain things we want

= = ~Englishmen to surrender. tllvthese thingsineed mutualrdisp

and mutual understanding. Nohﬁbaéoperation‘is the most ﬁb;e't

éo long &

rrveapon for creating world opiniqn in our favour.

= uf protested and co-operated the:world did not understa

days—used to- ela

e;,twhile 1ion of Bengal in his ea
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mentioned to‘Pandit Malayiyaji and to Mr. Andrews that he would
like to see me and hear my views, I went to See the Panditji
because he was anxious to meet me. I hold him in such high

regard that I would not think, %&en if he was well and I could -
help it, of letting him come to me. 4s it was, he was too weak

to travel to me. It was my duty to go to him. And when I heard~
the purport of his conversation with His Excellency,I did not ;
feqﬁire any persuasion to prompt‘me and ask for an appointment

1f His FExcellency wished to hear my views. I haveydevoted 5o much
space to thg regson for my seeking an appointment for I wanted S

to make clear doubts and the meaning of non-co-operation.
* * — * * * *

"ind sb I hope, this great movement of Non-co-operation
has made it elear to thousanq#as it has to me, that whilst we may
attack measures and systems we may not must not attack men.
Imperfect ouré@lves, we must be tender towards others and be

slow to impute motives.!

We must redouble our efforts to go through oui?’ programﬁefff’

It is clearly as followsi--

(1) Removal of untouchability;

(2) Removal of the drink curse; : |

(3) Ceaseless introduction of the spinning wheel. =
and the ceaseless production of thdder, leading to
an almost complete boycott of foreign cloth.

(4) Registration of Congress members and

(5) Collection of Tilak Swaraj Funds






| /W/W
b _

THE ALI BROTHERS.
GOVERNMENT 'S INTENTIONS. \
PROSECUTION DEFERRED.

SImla, May 30--
A press Communique saysi--

"The attention of the publiec has doubtless been drawn
to the apology and the undertaking issued to-day by M/s. Md..
Alvénd Shaukat Ali to the press.‘ This document runs as follows:-
"Friends has drawnh our attention to certain speeches of ours which
in their opinion have a tendency to incite to violence. We
desire to state that we never intended to incite to violence
and we never imagined that any passages in our speeches
were capable of bearing the interpfetation pgt upon them. But
Afédtécognise the force of our friends argument and interpretation.
We sincerely feel sorry and express our regret foé the unne-
cessary heat of some of the passages in these speeches and we
- give our public assurances and promise to all who may réquire
it that so long as we are associated with the movement of Non-
co-operation we shall not directly or indirectly advocate
violence at present or in the future nor create an atmosphere of
preparédness for violence. Indeed we hold it contrary to the
" spirit of Non-violent Non-co-operation to which we have pledged

our word."

In viewf of the publication of these expressions of re-
gret and promises for the future, the Government of India desire
to make 1t known generally that they had decided on the 6th
May to prosecute Messrs. Md. 41i and Shaukat 4li, for certain
speeches delivered in the United Provinceé during the 1a§t féu
months.  These speeches in the opinion of the Government of‘

Ihdig were direet ineitements to violence. The immediate

~ objsct of the Government in determining to enforce the law on
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the present occasion was to prevent incitement to violence and
preserve order after the decision to which reference has been made

was reached.

It was urged on the Government that their immediate oB';]‘ect_:'%
could be obtained without recourse to the criminal courts. The ;
Government consequently, ﬂwing to the statement now issued
over the signature of M/s. Md, Ali and Shaukat 411, have decided tpkif
‘defer from instituting criminal»broceediﬁgs against them in respect
of those speeches so long as the solemn public undertaking contained'—_
in the statement issued to the press is observed. should the
- conditions of this fundertaking not be performed, the Government
of Indiaz will be at liberty to prosecute them for their past
speeches. It must not be inferred from the original determination
of the Government to prosecute for the Speeches incitihg to vio- :
lence that promoting disaffection of 4 less violent character is
not an offence against fhe law; The Government of India desire to
make a plain statement that they will enforce the law relating

to offences agamst the state as and when they may think fit againstr

any person or persons who have committed the breaches of it.




~stand what has naval or military skill to do with forest

»realise the- situation and act 1n a manner calculated to allay ;

June 18, 1921:1—-

LEADER =
The proposed method of recruitment to the Imperial
Forest Service from those who have served in the army or

the navy has naturally aroused bitter feelings in the minds

“of ‘the hard worked and experienced men of distinguished edu-

datidnai>gua%ificaﬁions and technical knowledge égployed in

the Provi“’ cadre of the Service. We are at a loss to undet;

administration which requires deep technical knowledge. The

;prasentzmethod of direct recruitment from among the educated

Indiang, for the Imperial Forest Service., under rigid condi-
tion;, has not‘tilirnoﬁ given any satisfaction to the people
as it has been worked in aﬁmiiliberal'and prejudicial manner
towards Indians and the publication of the communique inviting
applications from the naval and military men, has shattereéd
the hopes of young Indian aspirants, for the Imperial Forest
Service either by direct recruitment or by departmental promo-
fidh; H@'afe_gfrai@ that India, in her present crippled fina-
ncial condition cannotiaffofd to be too generous towards men
whose recruitment into Imperial Forest Service cannot,with
any shadow of reason, be considered conducive to the progress
of forest administration in the country, No doubt military
and Naval meh are worthy of high honour and public esteenm

but to saeddle them on a department, requiring efficient Serﬁice

to the detriment of men of approved gualifications may smack

- of prejudicied action, not warranted by reason justice or

equity. It is to be hoped thaf the Government of Indla will

widespread discontent.
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of labour for his presence

yesterday, exhorting them to bre
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lpmr point is that it is sufficlent that the 1mpression
prevails that he is helping the capitalists. That is enough to
cbmpletely destroy'vha’c little scope for usefulness he may have
possessed and in the interests of peace it 1s our earnest hope -
that his suspicious activities will immediately cease. Nor

is the Labour Commiséioner the only factor that étandé in the

way of peace. The police also are under suspicion and justi-
fiably in our opinion. They appear to intermskpret their duty

of; preserving law and order somewhat too generously and seem. to
think that it is their special mission to break the strike. Bgeak-
legs of course are entitled to protection but we question the
necessity of encouraging them tacitly or openly to regard them-
selves as privileged. To be a black-leg is sufficient provocation
in 1tself without his flaunging his character in the face of
sullen strikers. That such incidents have taken place we have

no doubt and we regard them as incitemgnts to disorder counte-
nanced, or at least not discouraged, by the pelice. One last point
we should like to make. There has been much talk in the past

of inquitous agitators who foment strikes and disturb the serenity
of benevolent capitalists. What are we to think of agitators Whose
political career is one long drawn shrick of communal hatred who
essay the pleasant and grateful task of splitting up the solidarity
grateful task of splitting up the solidarity of the strikers?

Is the politician as strike-breaker any more desirable than the
politician as strike-ﬁaker? We do not blame the capitalisfs.

They are entitled to use every means, paésably legitimate;, in
their fight. It is for their willing cat's paws -to determine

how long they s going to continue in that useful but in the °

long run dangerous office. |
3
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OTTAPAIAM TNCIDENT.

CONGRESS ENQUIRY REPORT,
GOVERNMENT T0 SUE FOR LIBEL.

Ootacamund,July 5.-- A press communique regard ng the
océurrences at Ottabalan in Malabar Distriet on 26th April issued
to-day sets the official facts and concludes as follows:\- The
Government have read in the & "Hindus" newspaper a Areport
appearing over the signature of five persbns viz., (1) T.Peakasanm
(2) Séiyid Murtuza, (3) George Joseph,' (4) L.4.Subbarama Ayyar
and (5) K.P.Kesava Menon. This report purports to give an

account in detail of the occurrences at Ottapalam on the 26th April

and makes certaln allegations against the police. The Governmeht
~ have authorised the Superintendent of Police Mr. Hitchcock to file
a suit for damages against the signatories to this report and

the Fditor and Proprietor of the "Hindu" newspaper.

Tl
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August 5, 1921;-
LEADER.

The following letterhas been received from Mahatma Gandhi

in regard to the recent congress electionss-

On the way to Algarh,
3rd August 1921.
Dear Mr. Kasturl Ranga Iyengar,

===== You will see what the working Committee has done. I
confess I have not gone into the facts norm considered the law
applicable to them. But I feel that any disturbance of the
elections will interfere with the working of thé programme. 1
hope that you will accept the decision and help the prosecutlon
of Swadeshi as advised by the resolution of the Q.I.C.C.

I hope to be in Madras at the end of the month.

Yours sincerely,
= (S8d.) Mahatma Gandhiy¢y

We cannot but feel that the 4.I.C.C. and the working
committee have failed to realise the importance and gravity
of the issues involved in disposing of the matter in the manner
they have done. H;ving regard vish expressed in the #bove comm-
unication as well as in the fesolution of the majority of the
members of the Working Committee we refrain from making any detailed
comments. We must however make one further remark. The last clause
of the resolution of the WOrking Committee says that it "advises
such persons as feel themselves aggrieved in Bengal and Madras
to co-operate with the Provisi-nal Organisations in both Provinces
with a view to the prosecution of the programme to a successful
1saua"; This reveals s gross misreading of the situation so far
at least as Madras is concerned. It is not a perscnal grievance
that the representation to the A.I.C.%. was designed to ventilate:
it was a constitutional and legal question of fundamental importance
that wgs raised for decision; mor is it clear how persons who "feel

themselves aggrieved" are to co-operaté with Provinclal Orglnitqtionl;
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November 3, 19213~ s Non-eo-oparatidnc

REPRESSION IN NELLORE.

Mr. V.Raghviah, Secretary, District Congress Comittee,
Nellore, wiress- = 7
Nellore, November 1:- It 1s by now well-known to all tha

the anti-drink campaign is progressing in Nellore distriet with
wonderful rapidity. Consequent upon repeated failures in connectan
with toddy auction sales the local authorities, desiring perhaps
to terrorise the people, charged Messrs. Chathurvedula Raghavayya
Garu‘and Putur Subbramish Garu, both prominent leaders in the
temprance movepent most-injustly under section 290 I.P.C.y for
indecent exposure. The accused being staunch non-co-operabépa
refused to have defence and engaged no vakils, The town
sub-Magistrate tried the case and sentenced the leaders this after-
noon to pay a fine RS. 15 or to undergo 2 weeks' Simple Imprisonment.
The accused refused to pay the fine and very gladly accepted

— the jail adidst dé?ening cheers from the vast crowd assembled
at the courﬁ. Vgriﬁathi Putur Balasaraswatiamma, wife of Sri

_ Putur Subbaramulu prostrated before her husband and gave him a
hearty send-ofﬁgssuring to f£ill his place Qnd carry on his splendid
‘work, She and the sccused exhorted the peo#le to completely
boyeott foreign eloth successful, stop sale of liquor and immediately
give up Governments offices for the speedy attainment of Svaraj. '
After being profusely garlanded the accused were marched to the
jail amidst cries of "Vande Mataram" and Gandhi Mahatma-ki-jait
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July 2, 19213~ W
Leader.
TILAK SWARAJYA FUND. :

: To The deep joy of the nation, the Tilak Swara] Fund has

been over-subscribed. The gloomy prognostications of the host;le
press have been utterly falsified and their cheap jeers at the

glow progress of the collection work have rectéiled on themselves----
------ This only exposes the hollowness of their previoué sneer

that it is only the ;dle roughs and ignorant proletariat and not

the men with a stake in the country, that sympathised and co-
operated with Non-Co-operators. Similsr 1s the case with their
criticism of the contributions on a territorial basis. One

sapient critie, Qho displayed more prejudice than knowledge of

the rudiments of statistfqg} methods, compared the Government of
India's loan subscriptious‘;ith the contributions to the Congress
fund and drew the inference that there was more loyalty(?) or supportA
to the bureaucracy or to the Moderate Besantite group in the
country than sympathy with the Congress. If this inference were
correct, then, it would have led, from his point of view, to

the absurd conclusion that his province was the least loyal or his
party the least popular,. The fact is arguments based purely

on a territorial basis, cannot always yield valid conclusions.

The same economic conditions whieh made Bouﬁay and Bengal contri-
bute the largest amount to the loan also made them fist in
magnitude as regards their support of the Gongress Fund. If then,
the above arguments advEWCSI—to-HISTOWAE The significance of the
success of the Fund are untenable, equally uhtenable is the last one
that relating to eqf~marked subsériptiéns. If such subscriptions do
not unmistekably commote sympathy with the ideas of the Congress
why, then, did the donors to whom every form of offiecizl expressions
facts has made it understood that domations will be met with
-ofrieial disfasvour, select Non-co-ocperating congress workers and

nat the numerous officially blessed institutions and schemes to
entrust ‘their eontributlens with tc farward what they had at heatt?
The profa:snce given by thase benefnctors ta tha non-ea—eperutiag
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Congress agency over the co-operating official and non-cfficial
agencies is proof positive of their sympathy with the movement..
Try how they ﬁill, the significance of the Congress movement,
them is unmistakable, \That such a magnificent sum as a crore
was raised im a country whose average annual income perhead
of the population is only about Rs. 40/« that it was raised in
a few months is evidence of the hold that the cause hasyover the
country, That it has been substantially suppofted not by
dreamers but by hard headed businessmen, men with a stake in the
country shows the extent of the new influence which pervades all
classes in the country, rich and poor educated and ignorant
The cause has evoked a spirit of sacr&{iee in a11, and on the whole
in proportion %o thé§;=§%ility. O T .The success of the Fund
is bound torstimulate the vorkers tp greater ét?orts end encourage
the faint hearts and the doubtiﬁgﬁgo thro; in their lot with fheir
country's best interests. It ought also %o be 2 ‘warning to

=S

eritics that, whatever the temporary state of the tide of Indian
politics, there is no harking backward and that India, as a vhole
will march on under the banner of "Advancel Mother India“' States-
manship in Indian policy will henceforth lie only along the

lines indicated by this banner, and the more there is of statesmanshit

\with the authorities the better will it be fgr all concerned.
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| While &ll our contemppraries are agreed that something
must e done about the grave situation at Perambur, they
naturally as to what, how and by whom. One contemporary has
started a relief fund for the homeless sufferers and another
bursts into tearful eloquemce over the desolation tﬁgt is
presented after the fires. 4s we have pointed out, it is idle
to ask who began the trouble. It is sufficient that the
trouble exists and grows worse daily. The prime necessity of

the mdﬁgnt is obviously peace not merely bet the warring elements

ST = Erise oo &g

among the labourers buti mployer and employed. It ought not to
be impossible to find a way out of the present impasse and the
way out—of the—present and the very unpleasant turn which has
been to a primg;ily economic dispute by tﬁé introduction of comm-
unal hatred,?ﬁzi;s it all the more necessary that the éituf@{95%’ =
should once agaln be brought under control. It is clear thafrh;hh;;'
the factor; at present engaged directly or indirectly in the =
contest is cdé;SIe of bringing about a pacificatiom. The Labour
Commissioner is suspect in the eyes of the strikers. The police
are equally under suspicion and their method of handling the
situation has left a good deal to be désired. The politician

is taboo, for he is believed by the capitalists to be at the

.bot om of the present discontent. #Meanwhile the public is woner-
ing if these untoward events are cau;ing the slightest uneaqlness
in the cool heights, where the two halzes of Government are
harm§niously united in a solidarita'of inaction. It may be foo-
.lish but the public expect that the Government should take some
action with a view to bringing the present state of things to ‘

an end. We dearn that His Excellency is now in Madras and await

with interestz what he proposes to do in the mmtter.;/
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: ’ ~ __The God out of she Mechine.
Lerd Willingdon's perfornnncas did not genmerally tend
to exarciae one‘s sense of h\m ur but his speech ye sterday
vith its pathotic disclimers, its indignsnt aspersions and its
- scg.gm; waz‘%ﬂs ¥ag & little above the nouge ievel of his =
‘ erfoi-‘é\a'}* The meting which he convened yesterdey and at vhich
besides the labour leaders and the officials, scme "black-legs"
were also invited to be present, was intended, presumsbly
to bring about a settlement of the strike. We Say presumably
because in the result it merely evolved into one more oppor=
tunity, for His Excellency for letting off steam. As an
ef:t‘ex;t a\t conciliation It was a3 distinct failure. Aa an exposition
of His Excellencyis political faith it was, we venture to be
lieve, as distinctly superfluous. . . . « » » . His Excelléney
denied. that Government and its officers were helping the mill
authorities to crush trade unionism. On the other hand he
pathetically insisted, Government were actumally about to legislate
in order to regularise the positioﬁ of labour organisations.
To those who have studdied the history of the present strike,
= 3
the disclaimer must appear to put an unduégtrsin upon one's capacity
for credulity. The Government may love trade unions; if so,
its affection is most convineingly dissembleds The Labour
Commissioner and his assiﬁtants have been active in procuring
"balek leg" labour for the mills. It has been ,a;dgu’ed that he
dia so in his capacity of protec;o’r of depressed clésses. A1l we
can say is in what ever capacity he acted, the Government
cannot -escape the responsibility of having interfered on behalf
of the.capitalists. its intentions may have been of the purest
but the world has an unpleasant kmack of judging by results rather
than motives. We do*t suppose His Excellency is given much
to 1ntrospection but ‘a little reflection ought ‘to convince him
that his whole attitude apd the ndture of his speech mnstitute
&n effeet:lve eritieisn of his diselaiur. He coles down to Madrag and

_trying to nnﬂerstaaﬂ ths strixers' case seads for and th=-
: :he.lpnt c!orchilaaﬂhe,
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tells them in yesterday's meeting that they have no case, that

==

they ought to have been thankful to serve under such geherous
masters. But that was not the sum nor indeed the major part

of his efforts st conciliation. The strikers had not only no case
put the strike was not an economic one but political. The inevita=
ble Non-co-operator is at the bottom of it. Since non-co-operation
is so much in the air we are not surprised that it has become a
kind of obsession with His Excellency but it is a little farfetched
to ask the public to believe that because the strikers' leaders
are nQn-co-operators, their ‘sole mission in life 1s to play the
serpents in the capitalists' Garden of Eéen. It is well known
that in the preseAt instance the men came out spontanesously in
sympathy with the carnatic Mills' men and that all the influence
the leaders have exerted in the strike has been to ensure peace
and order. But if His Excellency chooses to think that the

strike is political the means are easy &t his hand to convert

it into one. . . . . . .His Excellency appears to have misunder-
stood the motive underlying the men's decision to leave Madras.
They are starving here. They are wil{ing under the fron of His
Excellency's displeasuee. In the disturbed atmosphere created

by people whom His Excellency wisely for once refused to discri-
minate, they fear persecution and worse. Since they must live

and cannot live at Perambur they have to go elsewhere. We

hope this aspect of the matter is quite clear because we notice

a tendency in the usual gquarters to lken the present position

with that at chandpur. The men. recoghise that the alternatives

are either to regoin the_mills on the employers' “terms or go
elsewhere where they could be at peace and £ind such livelihood

If they decide on the later alternative £t will
them all the possible help ;t

as they can.
be the duty of the public to afford

can.N\
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MILL STRIKE SITUATION.
PUBLIC MEETING.

|
]

Government®s Action condemned.
PublicSympathy with Labour.

The citizens of Madras assembled in large numbers at the
Beach opposite the High Court last evening to express their
sympathy with the workmen of the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills
in their suffering and fight against the capitalists and their
resolve to help them during the continuation of the dispute and
to condemn the one-sided and prejudicial attitue of the Government
in supporting the capitalists and their action in using threat
against the Labour leaders to warﬁ the Adi-Dravidas that the
Labourbabour Commissioner was entirely in support of the capi-
talists and not at all in favour of the labourers and to declare
that in the interests of labour the office of the Labour Lommi-
ssioner should be abolished. Almost ali the prominent nationaiist
of Madras attended the meeting. The attendance of Labourers was
equally large - - - = = ~ - —

Mr. C.Rajagopalachari moved the following resolutions
That-this public meeting of the citiaens of Madras sympathises
with-the Qorkmenjof the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills in their
present sufferngs and fight against the capitalists and calls on
the public to render all possible assistance to them during the
continuance of the dispute".

He said that during the strike, the men should -secure
for themselves some employment whereby they could earn at least
4 gnnas. At the same time they must cut short unnecessary
The public also should come to their help and they

expense.
would help them. Then the Mill menagement wouligrant their demands

which were'just.




July 12, 1921.

: THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE.
For us in India who have been watching the proceedings .

of the Imperial conference it 1s somewhat reasonable to feel

that there is at least one member of the Conference whose mind
views the Empire as inclusive of other races than of British
descent. . . - « » So far as we have seen till now the problem

of India's staths and stature within the Empire has not troubled
the attention of most of the representatives at the Conference
Even outside the circle of the Conference itslef, the question
of the Dominions appears to monopolise thought among publicists
and in the Press. The urgency of the problems relating to

the differences between the coloured and the white sections of
the Emplire does not seem to be present to their minds. The obh
session is all about the white peoples, about the colonies and
the Dominions, about the ways and means of bregulating their place
in the Coinonwealth; "The Chief significance" wmxk wrote Mr.
H.Duncan Hall in the "Times® on the eve of the conference -~-
lies rather in the fact that the Imperial conference will attempt
for the first time in its history to frame a foreign policy for
the British Commonwealth and to decide how and what to extant
the United Singdom and the Domhnions will co-operate in providing
the defence forces necessary to uphold that policy". Mr. Duncan
Hall assures us that public interest in Britéin has been concentra-
ting only on oniquestion, that of the constitutional relations
between the Domknions and the United Kingdom —-----—--- We _have seen
articles in the British Press expounding the demands of the
Dominions and the‘ dangers of failing to meet them, but few
regarding India and her rights. It is said that the claim of
equality of status now insisted on by Canada, South Afriea and
other colonies in am natural outcome of the grant of self-gover-
nment and that it must be acknowledged at the perild of breakipg
' . . . What this will mean to India when the

Athe Empiree. o
Dominions are not prepared to give up their exclusiveness to her

A i

is hardly necessary to enlarge upon. To put it briefly it will
mean a mltipiication of the ehaips round Indiafs neck, and
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LEADER.
g :
The gorporation and the Strike.

Thnt vigllan; keeper of the public conscience, thé "Madras
Misl" is scandalised because'the Madras Corporation is attempting
to bring about a settlement of mill strike dispute. Our contem-
porary which can be trusted to play the devil's advocate to per-
fection whenever need for that exalted mission arises, advisesthe
capitalists to ask the corporation in the words ot Lord‘Ampthill
"to mind 1ts own business". . . . . . The views of ths Madras Mail
are perhaos intrinsically not of such great value as to nece=
ssitate any serious argument over them. Its political platform
is well-known and it is a worthy exponent of a commupity which
dissolves in blood and tears over the smakl measure of s;cririce
of prestige that is called for in order itseif in the appointed
place in the new Utopia. That community has rot yet lost its
contempt for the "blackman" its belief 1nfo}ee am its faith
in the strong hand. However much it may disguise its teeiings
in normal times, a time of crises invariably sees the cloven foot
coyly peeping out from its robe of innocence. There has.been no
better illustration of th1§ truth than the Tecent events at
Perambore. The capitaiists hounded on by our contempraéry tried
by every meéns to break up the labour solidarity and when
theiwazzempts zEtimm culminated in the inevitable disorders that
aggressive strike-breaking brings in its train, they pfompfly
handed the situation to the guardians of.lav and order to
handle. How that situation was handled Ey fhese agencies from
the Goverhnor downwards is well enough known. . . . . . With the
Labour Commissioner working openly as an agent for recru}ting
blacklegs, with & complaisant police as ready to ses trouble
v where no trouble is as it is apt to be away when rezsl trouble
threstens, with a Governor who Sees no incogruity in the head
: of e province donning the hesald’s robe and pressnting the
= ea§1talista' ultlnatu- as his sole eontributien to the ca’go

pcaee,ftha mill ng$heritie! may fael uith Justice, that the




not ibrry about compromises. . . . . The mill authorities areprepare

and can afford, to wait for the day till the strikers cOMe Crae
wling on their knees with halters round their necks, praying
to be/%rampled upon. In that attitude they have been openly
and 1% the scandal of the public supported by the Government.
In the cirdumstances it is a little difficult to see the sense
of the "Madras Mail's" whetler querulousness over the appointment
of the corpo#atiqn Committee. Whether the Committee succeeds or
not in its mission of peace is a different matter - - - - - it
15 the height of absurdity to argue that the corporation has no
concern in the present situation. A public body, representative
of the c;tizeus of Madras who are we venture to think, as much
concerned with the well-being of the City a#VHis Excellency
- the Governor or even the "Madras Mail" would be guilty of a.gross
~ sin of omisslon if it failed to use every effort to bring the
7 dispute to an end.
* The strike as such in its purely economlc aspect may
not be the legitimate concern of the corporation, but itsix
reactions on the civic social and sahitary gide are very much
its concern as it must be of every right thinkiﬁg citigen and it
would require cansisﬁa;:';%jf"a higher orger than the Mail's
to prove that it is possible t& keep apa;t ¢ economic aspect fmx
from the cigic.‘ _ -
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August 11, 1921:- i
~ GANDHT# READING INTERVIEW.
- TOPICS OF CORVERSATION.
S8imla, July 30th:---

His Exeellency the Viceroy's attention has been dérected
and notably by Mr. Gandhil to various statements that have appeared
and to inferences that have been drawn in the public press relating
to the conversation between Mr. Gandhi and His Excellency schasn- V
concerning Mr. Shaukat Ali and Mr. Md. Ali and which in‘some res-
p?z;‘/gts do not correctly reoresent the purport of these convers&tions.
Coﬁs’equently, the Viceroy authorises the publication of the
following agreed statement which briefly reproduces the substance
of these conversations.

The interview between the Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi resulted
from conversation between His Excellency and Pandit Malaviya
relating to the conditions generally prevailing in India. Hgs
Excellency informed Pandit Malaviya of the Government's decision
to commence cr:_Lminal proceedings against Mr. Shaukat Ali and
Mr. Md. Ali for havihg made speeches inciting to violence and
thg discussion turned upon the disturbances that might possibly
ensue.

- Pandit Malaviya expressed his opinion that in would be
of advantage for His E:xcellency to meet Mr. Gandhi Hisexcellency
replied that he would be glad to see Mr. Gandhi and hear his views
if he applied for én interview. On the next day Mr. Andrews saw
His Excellency and suggested that His Excellency should see
Mr. Gandhi. Tt should be observed that various important matters
were discussed during thsse conversations and that the proposed inter-
view between His Excellency and Mr. VGaadhi was intended to have
reference to the situatlen generally, His Excellency is howé,éver
awsre that Pandit Mslaviya An 1nvit1ng ¥r. Gandhi te Simla did
not refer to ths ceatemphted proceediags against ¥r. Shsukst 111 :

- end Mr. Md. A1i. =
: In due courss Hr. eandhi ceme ta simla at the ragueet ef

:ﬂit Hahvin and !!r. ln&rm Jlﬁ llkld for sz intsrvisy uwith
1 4t the first utar-




conversation related to the causes of discontent in India. On
~0On the next occasion His Excellency stated that

acecording to the Government reports responsible Non-co-operatoss
had made. speeches inciting to violence, contrary to the degtrine
advocated by Mr. GandhitMr. Gandhi repudiated incitement to vio-
lence on the part of any of the responsible Non-co-operators and
said that if hh was satisfied that any of them had incited to
vielence he would public#ly repudiate them and their teachings
unless they withdrew the statements that amounted to incitements
to violence. His Excellency mentioned ‘the name of Mr. Shaukat
All anq Mr. Md; Ali and promised to show Mr. Gandhi passages

in their speeches which in his ‘epinion were calculated to incite
to violence and when the passages were actually read to Mr
Ga_mdhi he admitted that they were capable of bearing the inter-
pretation His Excellency put upon them. He, however asserted
that he was convincéd that it was not intended by Mr. Shaukat
Ali and Mr. Md, Ali to 1incite éhe audience to violence. Mr.

: Gandh; added that he woul see them as soon as he left simpa

and advise them to express publicly their regrets for the uninten-
tional incitement econtained in the passages. His Excellency
thereupon asked whether in viév of the importance of the document
Mr. Gandhi would sh$w him the draft of the statement he intended
Yo advise Mr, Shaukat} Ali an;i Mr. Mohamad Ali to publish. It was

at this stage that the Viceroy sald that it was proposed

to institute criminal proceedings agailnst Mr. Shaukat Ali and

Mr. Md. Ali in respect of these passages ané that if Mr. Gandhi

showed him the statement and it satisfied‘ him from the stand-
s 1nflm?nce to prevent the

"point of hiﬁ Government he would use hi
y sald the object

institution ‘or the prosecutions for, the viecero,

of the Government would be attained if the making of speeches of

a violent -character was infuhure prevented. Mr. Gandhi readily

.agreed to show the statement. The draft statement was duly shown -

is Excellency who pointed out that - 1nt<\r’{uction
the statement the appearance ef a

e" religious creed of Mr. Shaukat

by Mr. Gandhi to H
of certain paragraphs gave

manifesto inclnding that 'of th
Hd. Lli.rhe Vieemy ab!er!ed Wnrthor that

o = 3A9: e R i et it ot i

Ali and
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the statement was explanation incomplete in so far as it did

not contain a promise to refrain Xfrom :lncomplet:e“ll in so far as it

did not contain a promise to fefrain Irom\lspeeches inciting

to violence. The Viceroy added that after publication of the statem-

ent Mr. Md. Ali and Mr. Shaukat Ali could give any by means of

speeches provided they did not infringe the law. Mr. Gandhi

agreed to delete the paragraphs in question and to add a passage

to cover promises of future

conduct. His Excellency then informed

Mr. Gandhi that if Mr. Shakut Al1 and Mr. Md. Ali signed the sta=-

tement as thus altered by Mr. Gandhi with the addition of promise

as to future conduct steps would be taken to suspend the ins&ié. Lo

kitukxunxaf Sructién of proceedings and that no prosecution woould

take place so long as the promises given in the published

statement were observed. But if they were not observed, the '

Government remained free to

take up prosecution for the past

speeches. The Viceroy added that in the event of the publication

of the statement by Mr. Shaukat Ali and Mr. Md. Ali and of

/Government refraining in consequence from the prosecutions, it

would be necessary to issue

a communique explaining the attitude

of the Government. There was however no desire to bargain, Mr,

Gandhi even said that whehher the prosecutions ##é take place

or not, he would be bound, after having seen the extracts, to

advise his friends for their own honour and that of the cause,

to express publicly their regrets. During the whole discussion

His Excelleney and Mr. Gandhi were actuated by the desire to

prevent any untoward events
as also to prevent speeches
informed Mr. Gandhi that he

commencement of proceedings

that might resx‘ﬂ.t from the prosecuthens
inciting to violence. Th?lyiceroy
might not be able to ‘prevent the

if the statement was not published

with the least possible delay. There was already much discussion

on the speeches not only in

Gandhl sgreed that the statement should be published without delay.

India, but also in the U.K. Mr.

Mr. Gandhi then left simla and somedays afterwards telegraphed

to His Excellency that Mr. Shaukat A1i and Mr. Md. Ali had
~ signed the statement with immaterial alteration and sent it to

he alteration was as follows:-

IS
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The passage in Mr. Gandhi's draft statement was "we desire to

state that we never intended to incite to violence, but we

recqgnise that certain passages in our speeches ﬁere capable of

bearing the interpretation put upon them." The passage sibstituted

by Mr. Shaukat Ali and Mr. Md. All was:- We B desire to state

that we never intended to incite to violence and we never imaghned

any passages in our speeches were capsble of bearing the

interpretation put upon them, but we recognise the forée of oui

friends"argument and interpretation®. After the publication

'ofvtﬁe statement, an officisl communique was issued by the

Government. The terms of the communique were not aetuaily settled.

until just before its issue and Mr. Gandhi never saw it, although

the substance of it as already indicated had been communicatedtgkﬁu*
The main parf of the interview between His Excellency

and Er. Gandhi consisted of conversations which ranged over

the various causes of discontent in India including the Punjab

disturbances the Khilafat agitation, the Treaty of ser%és and

the general conditions of the people. Mr. Gandhi did not submit

any scheme of Swaraj to His Excellency neither was a scheme

of Swaraj was discussed at the interviews.
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REPRESSION IN ANDHRA.
Notice on Mr. K.Venkatappayyae.....eo¥..

Desabaktha Venkatappayya, Barrister Narasimharao,
Bai-rister Gupta, Maddy Venkatasubbayya and Chimajurti Basavayya
altogetiqer five, were served warrants under section 107, €r. P.C.
The situation is serious.

At Gunturs-

Mr. P.H.Gupta, Secretary, District Congress Comttee,
Guntur, writes under date July 30:-

Tosday. is the ldst day of hartal. Courts, shops and
restaurants continue closed. For the organisation persistence,
orderliness and duration this hartél is unprecedented. Every-
thing passed off admirably except for 2 untoward incidents yes#ierday
The SwmkhxFmituxs Sub-Inspector one Subbayga Nayudu made himself
notorious by his unjust and unprovoked arrest of Bhattiprolu
Suryaprakasarow who was quietly calling out students from the
Town High School. The Sub-Inspector whipped several boys who
simply followed the Sub-Inspector and Mr. Prakasa row to the
Police station. Injuries are serious. Blood flowed from wounds.
People strongly believe that the local suthroities are deliberatély
provoking violence to sfford opportunities for police inter-
vention and retaliation. A few indiscreet boys naturally excited
by the Sub-Inspectorjwhipping of innocent boys threv mudelods
at the Deputy Collector's jutka, but Desabaktha Venkatappayya
who just arrived approached the jutka and successfully dispersed
the crowd. Mr. Prakasa Row is taken to the Sub-Jail. Swaraj
volunt;eers are keéping the crowd distant., Mrs. Lakshminarayana
and Jaminapurna Tilakamma headed.a ladies' procession and held
a nee;t.ing at S'amgadiggﬂta and colle;:ted a large amount to the
Swaraj fund. A Panchayat Court was formed. Leadhg merchants
became members and pled?ed to refer all disrputes‘ to the seid

Government. The usual \yonster meeting was held 'yeu_crday evening.

= Barrister Narasimha ﬁenkat-ppayya, Sitsrama Sastri and the

ieipal mima;m: heb made passionate appeals and




persusded the pqopie to eontinue the agitation observing strict
non-violence The 1mprisonad leaders were removed to Vellore jail.
Yesterday morning a committee cdnsisting of Eka Likshminarasimhan
Rajasgheb and Chikemurti Bassvayya was aﬁpeinted to investigate
yesterday's incidents and report beroré 18t August. The police
lsunched a frivolous charge against Prakasa Rao under Section 453

for trespass. Accused refused to offer xgil.
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REPRESSION IN ANDHRADESA.
LEADER'S ARREST.
Widespread Public Resentment.

The arrest of Desabaktha Venkatappayya and four other
leaders has crested an intense feeling in the people. The -
local courts continue deserted by pleaders. Monster meetings
are held daily. Tilak's auniversary'celebrations., are going on
and a huge procession attended by thousands with bhajana ' :
parties was held this mqrnihg._ Repression has put a new life
into the town. .

LEADER'S MESSAGE;- ‘ :

Mr. Ramakoteeswara Rao, publicity office, Andhra Pradesh
Congress Committee Guntur wires unders date August 1:-

The following is Desabaktha Venkatappayya's message from
prison.' "I offer my heart felt thanks to all of you who have
comé to see me with reverence. Many have also come from other
-places. To all of them I offer thanks. We have how become
powerless. All of you one still capable of carrylng on the national
work. Therefore you must translate your enthusiasm into action.
During this week we seven were arrested. At least 7000 people
should be prepared to go to jail, at the rate of a 1000 for each
of us, 411 vakils should Suspend practice and lead the movement
in their respective places on the lines of absolute non-violence.
Every one of you should spin yarn on the charka, . Foreign
cloth should be totally boyeotted and ai’}‘ should wear only Khadar.® ]

. : - : j
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REPRESSION IN ARDHRAPRADESH
VENKATAPPAYYA RELEASED. o o

Mr. Rama Koteeswara Rac, Publicity orficg_, Andhra Prades?:
Congress Committee, Guntur, wires under date Aug(;st 2¢-

The hartal that followed‘the arrests and conviction of <
Barrister Lal_:shminarayam and Vakil Narasimhachary lasted from :
o1t till the 30th. The people were absolutely orderly and non-
violent, perfect discipline being maintained through out despite
grave provocation. On the 30th afternoon, Desabaktha venkatappayya
- President, Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee and member and =
working Committée of the National Congress, Barrister Gupta
Secretary, District Congress Committee Maddi Venkatasubbayya,
Ch:l.kamurti Basavvayya and leading Vysia Citizens and municipal
(muncillors vere served warrants under section 107, and taken
to the sub-jail. The District Magi!trate previously imported
large police reserve force from other districts who surrounded
the court preventing access to the trial. All the accused
refused to ask for ¥a11 or give security, but merely filta'd
statements denying allegations of incitement and breach of peace.
The greatest sensation was created by the arrests.

Lawyers have suspended practice till January only six ‘
remaining to join. Fifteen of the 16 Narasaraopet vakils suspended’
Other centres are following-Mahatma Gandhl wired:- "Delighted

over the arrests, Hope people will remain firm, but undemonstrative

e
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and absolutely non-violent. Would urge no hartal. Concentrate
on complete boycott of foreign cloth. Expect response”.

Parents are withdrawing children and lawyers suspending
practice. :

Trial cemmennad on the 30th evening, Deputy Collector
Gundu Row deposing that the accused incited people to throw
stones at him. The trial continued yesterday morning mostly
with officis]l witnesses. Mr. Praknsant arrived rrom Bombay by
morning mil and attoaéed the trial. Dr. sabmqyan, Socretary

: Pr:wimehl ucmtttue_fm ‘Rajcmnsry nn& Erishm Rew mi&ar,




Lokamanya anniversary celebrations proceededjoyously, ladies 3 “

drawing the Swarajya Car. 10,000 poor were fed. xwmxy A very
remarkable meeting was held in the evening 20,000 attending
ladies pumbering 3000. Mr. Prakasam presided., Dr. Subrahmanyam
Krishna Reo and Sitarama Sastri spoke rejoicing at the splendid
response of the Guntur district. Mr. Digumarti Ramaswami, B.L.,
Head Clerk, Sub-court and few of the officials announced their
resignation. Huge piles of foreigh ¢loth were burnt. Maddi
Radhakrishnayya appealed for funds for distributing Swadeshi
cloth to the poor. Instantaneously there was response some
ladies were giving ornaments.

The President conveyed the Mahatma's message expressing
unbound faith in Andhra Desa. "hiie the president was mentioning
Venkatappayya's name the whole audience remained without sli-
ghtest disturbance. Bombay Mandya Congress Committe%presénted
Swarajya flag and Tilak bust =m& to Guntur Distrlc't Congress
Committee through Siram Venkatasubba Row. The flag is the same
which Mahatma Gandhi carried in his car and collected 15 lakhs
for Swarajya Fund.

This morning the Desabaktha was discharged by the District
Magistrate saying that his statement was substantially true and
the Desabaktha always maintained peace. The Desabaktha s_aid
" if youa believe my statement then belleve also my fellowss prisonefs
equally innocent and discharge them".. The trial is proceeding
of the other acemsed Mr. Suryaprakasa row's trial being unduly
postooned though under remand. ‘

Three pazlnad Muhsmmadan Rog-c::—operators @@ sentenced
8 months are still kept at Gurzala. A

¥r. D.Bhaskara Rao, Guntur, wires under date August 2:-
Next comes the arbitrary and despotic action of the Distriet
Magistrate who arrested Desabakths Venkatappayyas and 'tljree other :
influential banias snd a Bar-at-Iaw. All the four are in the = ,

local .sub-;jail. These three lesders have been 1nearearat‘ed for

saving Beputy ‘,olleetcr tron heins pelted to death by the
3 Iy nr- cnhtappam pltcoé m arss

provocatat mob.
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round the Deputy Collector and received the wounds himself, thus
justifying leadership he has got in non-violent Non—coéoperatian.
The remaining three also were as helpful as Desabaktha and in
averting what would otherwise have been a serious situation. The
pelting and throwing of stones is due to the inhuman whipping
by the Sub-Inspector Subbiah Naldu who whipped innocent boys
that wefe following him when the school was closed in the
afternoons The Deputy Collector who was thus saved remarked "Mr.
Venkatappayya you are the cause of this you will find your posi-
tion this evening. Desabaktha replied "I have done my duty and
saved a 1ife. T don't care if you imprison me for this? This
he said smilingly. This is the 1st time when an acknowledged
leader of a wholé province has been thus arbitrarily imprisoned
by the whinm of‘an young unstateSman by Distriet Magistrate.
Neither Pandit;Nehru nor Das nor Lalji were issued notices under
section 144. The situation is grave Sectlions 144 and 107
have never been more abused than when Dr. Sapru is the Law Member.
It is supposed that he suggested to the Government these
sections as substitute for the Rowlatt Act which is not a dead
letter though not abrogaded.
But truth 1s-§n our side and the collector has realised
Desabaktha's 1nrlu9nce. Courts are deserted District Magistrate
mayﬁischarge or charge him after the enactment fx of the force
of a trial. It does not matter. If he is discharged, the strength
of popular will is demonstrated and we score a vicotry for
Non-co-operation If sentenced the Collector would aé}lerate the
coming of Swaraj by givifg fresh impetus to the Non-co-operatian

movement. Reserve police have baen brought from cn;side.



August 9, 19213~ s {'657’_/
LEADER. = : ‘
So far as Tndia is concerned, little that is tangible
_has resulted,out of the proceedings of the Imperial conference
There is of couise, the resolutions on the status not of all Indians
but of domiciled Indiaa in the Dominions. We publish the text
of the resolution elsewhere from which the public might judge
for itself what it comes to. % It recognises the incongruity
of the situation im which British Indian citizens, legally domi-
ciled in the Dominions are denied the rights of citizenship, but
sees no remedy. The resolution also recognises the "desirability®
of bestowing the rights of full citizenship on domiciled Indians,
but it does little ;o get the wihhes of the Conference fructify
into facts. South African representatives promptly dissented so—#
that the resolutlion threatens to be little more than pioush wish.
The Government of India says it has had little time to
reply, but does the reply admit of a doubt or an alternative?
"Not at all" will we are sure be the unanimous reply of South

ket® African Indians not only, but of India as well.

Imperial Conference - End of Sessions-
London, Auggst 5.

As fegards the position of British Ind}ans in the Empire
the following r:;:;?%ion was passed:-

This co ence has reaffirmed that each community of
the British commonwelath should enjoy complete control over the
composition of its own population by restricting immigration from
any other communities, but recognises that there is incongruity
between the position of India a8 an equel member of ths Zmpire
and the existence of dissbilities upon British Indlans lawfully
domiciled in some other parts of the Wmpire, and this conferencs
therefore is opinion that in the interests of the solidarity of
the Commonwealth it is desirable that the rights of such Indims
to eitizenqhip‘should be recognised.

- = = =




August 10, 1921;-
LEADER.
THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE.

We published yesterday Reuter's telegraphic resume of bhe
work of the Imperial Council, which concluded its session on the
5th instant. The official summary of the proceedings of the
conference is enough to enable us to gather without much diffi-
culy the lessons of the conference so far, at least as India is
concerned. The outstainding fact brought out in the discussion
is that what the Dominions want is complete independence in
practiée, not only in regard to domestic questions but also in
regard to roreign‘policy. The Dominions do not want any shackles
to bind them, g’ﬁbed though they be. The lesson to India then,
of the conference is that nothing could be got for her as a pri-
vilege of her being a partner in the Empire. TImperial citizedshi’p
is indeed a passport for getting neglect, for #he Dominions
know that the sanction behind it 1is not likely to operate against
them with any inconvenient effect. This being the position, we
are surprised that the "representatives of India" should have
set 8o much store by the reciprocity resolution. 4t Best it may
Secure us only an effective paper equality; any colonial can evade
our ban by seeking - and seeking is obtaining in this case - Eng-
lish citizenship through naturalisation; and our ties to Britain

make it imperative that such worthless passports should be respected.

Th#s even to enforce reciprocity effectively, we are thrust into

a position which means independence of the Empire! Imperial citiz'enshi

has thus proved irnoical as it might seem an impediment on our
path. The fact is we cannot maintain natlonal self-respect unless
we :re placed absolutely in the same footing as that of the
Dominions. We regret the Indian representatives at the Confere-

nee failed to reslise this and act sccordingly.



August 11, 19213~
MIRSS STRIEE.
THE LABOUR SITUATION.
The Secretary of the Labour Union writes under date 9th

August 1921¢=

In yesterday's meeting of the Union Messrs. kasturiranga
Iyengar, &.Rangaswami Iyengar, §EEZEEE£EEE,119£J Kalyana Sundara
Mudaliyar Singaravelu Chetti Chakkarai Chetti and Subrahmanya
Tyer, among others, were present. The leaders addreseed the
vast audience of the workers assembled in the Union premises
expressing admiration for the workers' patience and endurance
in continuing the strike against‘the gfeat obstadles and wished
the wdrkers to remain united till they attained their object..
They further drew the attention of the workers to the public
sympathy shown in their favour and they promised increased support
to their cause. Tt was unanimously resolved amidst great_accllna-
tion on the motion of the President Mr. Xalyana Sundara Muﬂaliyar,l
that the Union shall nafing nothing to do with the Government
Committee of disturbances and that they shall refrain from giving
evidence before the Committee on the grounds that the workers
are not responsible for the disturbances, and that after the
judleial opinions expressed by the highest magisterial court in
the city, it was mot worthwhile to pursue the matter any further.
ecept to bring the real offenders to Justice as disclosed in the
ﬁagistrate's judgment.



August 16, 1921:-

1N _ANDHRA DESA. \bog
Non-co-operators Sentenced.
“{fruvur, August 15.
Six Non-co-operators of Gampals Gudempeta Bapayya, Utukulu
Venkatappiah, Sapthapuri Narayana Row, Suvarapu Venkayya and Chi-
malspadu Venkataramiah and a 16years old boy Raghavarapu Venkayya

were sentenced to 6 months hard labour by the Sub-Magistrate

of Tiruvur Mr. K.Venkatachalam, on a frivolous charge. The
prisoners when interviewed by Dr. Ramachandra Row M.D., President
of the Kistna District Congress Committee appeared amazingly
cheerful and wihhed succesé to Non-co-operation Four moee are
cheeffully awaiting sentence.

In Vizagapatam Districts-

Mr. Sundar Rao Seceretary, District Congress Committee
Vizagapatam wires from Gajapatinagaram, under date August 15.
The work of aehie;ving the Bombay Congress programme commenced in
right earnest dn Vizag district with the Tilak anniversary cel-
ebrations, when all classes and communities enthusiastically €
adopted the Swadeshi vow. The District Toddy sales are breakigg
down. At vizanagaram and Yellamanchili there was not a single '
b:!.dder'. Dr. Subrahmanyam, Secretary, Provincial Congress
Committee is touring in the District. At ‘Jizagapatam Yellamanchili
and Vizanagaram people burnt foreign clothes. When the Docotr
eloquently appealed the vizagapatamgladies responding offered
their Japan and other foreign silks for burning. The ladies also

B

contributed to the Tilak Swaraj Fund when the Doctor addressed 4
them separately in Sitharsmaswamy Temﬁle. One feature is that

only one cloth was offered till now for Smyrna. Doctor subrahmanyasl
is giving 1life to the place. Great enthusiasm pervades in the
whole district, where all places are anxieu'sly awaiting his vis_it.
Yesterﬂay at Vizagamuram the citizens tock advsnuge of the
Doctor's presence in their midst and celebrated sirijut Aurobindb's
birthdsy. A huge processicn psraded the streets. £




A mass meeting of over 5000 gathered in Swaraj Maidan .

A

w2

Mr. Sundar Rao, Md. Abdul Khayum of Aligarh, Khilafat worker, s
and Doctor Subrahmanysm addressed the audience after prayer.
Dewan Bahadur Papayya Sastri offered his Japan silk upper cloth
to the sacred fire, blessed the workers and the movement and
returned in hame spun. '



August l 25, 1921:._ }{:”3 \O ‘1/ ;
Mr. Yekub Hassan's Interview.

In connection with the communication of Mr. Yakub Hassan
published yesterday regarding the unfortunate happinings in Madabar
Mr. Yakub Hassan had an interview with Lord Willingdon this noon
He told His Excellency that he wanted to go to Malabar with a
few friends to pacify the Moplahs with a view to bring about the
ceséation of violence. Considerazkimming the influence he has
over the people these, he felt sure thet he would be able to
restore order énd qulet. Astrain service is interupted and
private télegraphic messages are refused by the Telegraphie -
offices and martial Law is proclaimed in Malabar, he requested
His Excellencx to afford him facilities to proceed there and
see‘that his movements were hot hampered in tﬁat district
His Fxcellency declined to give him any assistance in this matter
saying that Government looked upon him as a revolutionary bent
upon destroying the present constitutional Government;and
his going to Malabar His Excellency belleved would only inflame
the Moplahs against the authorities mather than soothe them.

His Fxcellency also told him that that if he went there on his
own responsibility, the local authorities would deal with him

as they thought fit. The spirit in which the Government face
the situation may be gathered from this interview . If a
sincere attempt to bring the disorders to an end could meet

with such a fate we need not be surprised at the suspicious
querﬁlousness which marks the tone of Government pronouncements
in respect of the Press. The rightminded section of the public
will have no hesitation in strongly condemning the uncanciliatory

attitude of Lord Willingdon.

v o e
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August 27, 1921:- : vj

LEADER.
We publish elswvhere Mr. Yakub Hassan's address which he

delivered to-day at Tanjore as President of the Madras Provincial

conference. It 18 a clear survey of the present situation in

the country and deals with all the burning topies of the day

P\

such as the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and the Swara]

movement. Mr. Yakub Hasan realises what a sleepy hollow the Tamil
districts at present are in regard to congress work. The
lifelessness and stggnation that now characterise public life in
the Presidency are deplorable especially in view of the fgct that
there 1s a good deal of useful work awaiting our congre\’s?/?rgaa_/—-///'
nisations, Besides the programme laid down by the Cong;;ss

working Committee there is the labour problem in our cities which
men have to tackle, Labour suffers as do others in their wake,

for 1its negleét by Congress organisations due largely to avoidable
disharmony and factiousness which are the bane of our public life at
present. Mr. Yakub Hassan has ample opportunities as President

to Handle the situation with tact and a knowledge of local eopdi-
tidns and help to restore to our public life unity and energy

without whieh it can accomplish little or nothing,



August 31 19213~
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MADRAS MILL DISTURBANCES,
DISORDER AND LAWLESSNESS SPREADING.

The disturbances which were hitherto confined to Vysarpadi
and the immediate neighbourhood., have taken a more serious turn
and have gradually spread to more distent localities like Pura-
sawalkam, Vepéry and Chintadripet. jAlmost every Pesracherry in
the Purasgwalkam and Vepery has been infected with the spirit
of violence and lawlessness.

Dekshinamurthi Mudali, a caste-Hindu snuff grinder,
resident of Audiappa Naicken Street when returning from latrine
co-éay this morning near ponhan Koil (éurasuwalkam) was cut in
his nesk with a mill sword by an Adi-Dravida and he immediately
died.

Two houses in Sundarappa Pillai Lane in Purstéwalkam were
set fire to last night. The Police and the residents of the
street co-operated in puting down the fire. The owner of one of
those houses has complained to the police charging certain Adi-
Drévidas with incediarism. Fox houses in Cox Paracherry
chintadripet were -also burnt. '

Last evening at = 4 the Adi-Dravidas and caste-Hindus
had a free fight and stone throwing was largely indulged in.

In this connection 5 caste-men have been arrested and no Adi-
Dravidas.

This morning Adi-Dravidas were running about the streets
of Purasswalkem with Mill Swords and lathies in their hands
striking terror into the hearts of the people. The Police on
patrol duty while alldwing these Adi-Dravidas to run amok, caught
hold of caste-Findus who made an attempt to pursue the
Adi Dravidas. In Thacker's Street Puraswwalskem a sand-cert
drivey by name Arjuna' Naicker was cut in his left arm. He was
taken to Dr. Kamsth's dispehsary by one of the constableq and his
injuries were neaieally ‘attended to while the motor lorry vit!{
pol:lce offieers was’ praeeeding down the Purasawalkem High Road
in the merninz a few easto—l!indus and Mussllumm who were rmug
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for protection were caught hold of by the Police and forcibly
taken on the lorry. At the same time an Adi-Dravida who was fuonnd
straying in that locality with a lathi in his hﬁnd was similarly
taken on the lorry, The Brahmin cook of Mr. T.Ananda Rao a vakil
of the High Court, was waylaid near Purasawalkam market and a
finger in his left hand was cut by the Adi-Dravida Assailants.
Afraid of the disturbances the many labourers and clerks livin g
in Kosavapet d1d not proceed to their work places. It is under-‘
stood that the issistant revenue Officer of the Madras Corporation
has forwarded u‘petition‘ in the locality which is surrounded

an all sides by Paracherries. A1l the shops on the Purasawalkam
High Road are kept closed,
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November 3 1921:- LEADER V REPRESSION.

MORE PROSECUTIONS.

We note the repressive activities of the Local Governmant
are on the increase. For the last few months a repressive
campaign on an extensive scale has been carried on ahd even now
continues to be carried on, in the Andhra districts, where public
workers held in great esteem like Mr. Gopalakrishnaiyah and
others have been run down mnder the vague security sections ofkk
of the Criminal procedure Code. Within the last 2 or 3 months,
more than one prosecution for sedition have been undertaken

Mr_.m ngpb Hassan, Dr. Varadarajulu Nayudu and Mr. Subramania Siva

have all been proceeded againét for sedition. The latest victim
of this policy is Mr. Abdul Majid Sherer, a Mﬁslim Public worker
of sober views who has ;E;;§;m€;;;;;_iis ';I;;;T;;jﬁi;;EE;—;;_
moderation., When, after the Tanjore Khilafat conference of
which he was the president, the "Madras Mail" represented him

as advocating "Hihad". Mr. Sherer wrote to the paper repudlating
the suggestion and adding that, as a member of the Jamiatul
Ulema, he was bound by its ordinance proscribing religious war.
The form of "Jihad" which he spoke of was "Jihad with "Mal" or
property and not "Jihad" with "Jan® or lives. THat sauch a man
of markedly temperate views should be proceeded against is an
‘act the measure of whose impoliey it is difficukt to estimate.
That he is prosecuted 1f we understand aright for a speech mde
in a public conference, is eloguent of the ascendency of re-ac-
tionary counsels in the deciéions of the'Government. It has be en
the tradition in the past with the Executive Government, not

to ssek for sedition in the Congress and the Conferences. The
Execﬂtive“wéfe hitherto tresting national and provinciél gather-
ings as, to say ﬁriviléged occcasions in connection with which

as a rule, they wisely refused to scame wit h sections of the
PZnal Code., We wonder what part Lord Reading plays in regard

to these pfcsebutions. Probably he thinks, as an ex-lord Chlef
Justice of Pngland thst law must be allowed to take 1ts

LA it
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‘own course, If that were so, the sooner he learns that in India

conditions are quite differant from those obtaining in England,

the bhetter will it be for justice to prevail. With an Bxecutive

whose will is in many ways supreme, both inspite of and because
of Law, the gulf between Law and public opinion in India, unlike

in Wngland, 1s dangerously wide. If Lord Reading is minded
to see that real justice is administered, he will do well to bear
this fact in mind in sanctioning or acquilscing in the political

represéion carried on by the Provincial Governments.

T s s e e e
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November 7 1921:- |
' Non-co-operation.

v
THE CONGRESS COMMITTEE.

#3##x. . . . The All-Tndia Congress Committee has passed

an important resolution on the question of civi%xgifgggglgnte-
The discussion on the subject was animated and thorough with a
clear gasp of all the realities of the situation. Mahatma Gandhi
has been in this instance the focus to which the influences fram
§11 the ;rdent spirits in this country were directed, and he has
been Successful, 1t must be said in withstanding the pressure
from all sides and’to reducing ‘the problem to reasonable dimensions.
He has put his position clearly not only in the summarised report
of his speech wir ed to us but also in the issue of "Young India"
district the 3rd instant, in which he says:-

"Those only can take up civil disobedience who believe
in willing obedience even to irksome laws imposed by the state
so long aé they do not hurt their eonscience or religion and
are prepared equally willingly to suffer the penalty of Emx
civil disobedience movement. Disobedience to be civil, has to
be absolutely non-violent; the underlying pronciiie being
the winning over of the opponent by suffering, i.e. love.

- For the purpose of thei»hilafst the punjab or the Swaraj
zivil resisters must implicitly believe|in the necessity of Hindu
Muslim unity bqsedvqot upon expediency but upon real affection.
Civil resisters must beliecve in Swadeshi and therefore use
only handgpunzp Humanl} péeaking, 1f not even one out of the
250 distr;cts 19 India is thus ready, I consider the attainmant
of Swaraj during this year nearly impossible. If one district
can be found where 90%%of the‘populatien have completely boycotted
foreign cloth and are manufacturing ail the cloth required by
them by handspinning and hand weaviﬂg,‘then the whole of the
population of that Distriet, whether Hindu, Mussalman, Sikh, Parsi,

- Christian or Jewish, is living in perfect ;;;;&, if the whole of the
Hindu populationris'purgeé of the sin of untouchability and if =

.at least one in every ten of its 1nhab1tants is eapable of sufrer-
ing 1mprisonment ~even uounting the 5allovs, and if while thut \1
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resisting the

district is civilly peacefully and honourablg

the rest of Indla remains non-violdnt and united and

Ggovernment
programme of Swadeshi, I hold it to ZiE be per-

prosecutes the
fectly possible to establish Swaraj during this year. I shall

hope, that there are several such districts ready. In any case

the method now to adopt is for workers to concentrate on and de-
velop their own districts without reference to the rest. They

must not invite imprisonment till they are ready, nor must they
avoid it if it comes to ‘them unsought. They should make no

speeches but simply finish the Swadeshl programme in a business-
Tike manner. Where workers find no response from their districts,
they must not get dishearten.ed but should simply become expert
carders, spinners and weavers. Their out turn will be their

best and whole work whilst their neighbours are thinking what to
do".

Mr. Gandhi has also promised to show by an example in

his own Brovince of Gujerat how to bring about the practice of

Civil Dis-obedience,?rom all this it is clear that the Mahatma is
more mxkmakiyacutely conscious of the dangers, pitfalls and
impediments in the way of sdopting Civil Disobedience than

mény of the impetuous advocates of that course. He fully

realises that it is not an immediately practicable question

in many parts of India. The conditions attached to the reso-
“lution have also to be clearly b;rne in mind before embarking on
such a line of action. While we do not think the adopting of

Civil Disobédience in many parts of the country, is expedient,
practicable or imminent, the passing of such a resolution

at the present time by responsible public men is a significant
indipaticn of the temper of the country and of its electiified
atmosphere, Lord Reading, much as we expectsed from him, has

not showﬁ an ; grasp of the realitiss of the situation in the
country. There has yet been no sign in his administration

of a sagscious outlook or & keen poiiticasl visicn. ZsEsxpressskuas
The proseeutien and eonvicticn of the Llisarotherl and their
ch?#wf}Q¢V;f ; y7r&q,6kfv 1J-5fw~:70 oé, )1797%4545
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REPRESSION.

Mr. Yakub Hassan's Case.

Mr. Yakub Hassan has been convicted and‘sentenced to

2 years' imprisonment. The sentence is we consider, out of all
porportions even to the alleged offence. It is indeed mons-
trously severe in view of the fact that the offending speech
- was made at a provincial conference to an audience capable of lis-
tening to poiitical speeches without exd¢iting itself to a ®
high piteh qf‘disaffection dangerous to the safety of the state
The prosecution simply proved the speeches, but, as for their
really seditioné charaeﬁer, we doubt if 12 good ﬁen and trué
could be found to bear testimony to it if the term sedition

were clearly interpreted to them according to modern conceptions.
The District Magistrate's Judgment which we publish elsewhere.

is 2 rambling jumble of hazy notions and clouded conceptions

as to the nature of the speech and the law bearing upon seditian.
The Magistrate's exposition of the duty of the ;ubject towards

the person of the sovereign of and members of his family illus;r
.rates our position. The Magistrate therein enﬁnciates the sur; {
pkising theory that the boycott of the prince's visit emtails '
legal consequences{ : :

How reception to Royal personages is legally more obli-

gatory on the subject than the observance of the Royal Prodlam;-

tions is legally obligatory on Government, the MagBstrate has

failed to explain, .He satisfies himself with simply §tating
that boyecotting .{:ﬁ\_é-Prlnee is disloyally and disloyally - i
whatever it may m;an - 1is, oricourse, sedition and merits condign ;
punishment. It is utterly disingenuous to suggest that the 4
bogecott of Qhe,festivities connected with'the receiption of the j
Prince is an attempt to excite féel}ngs of disaffection towards j
His ﬁa;esfy personally, but this 1is what the Magistrate does

in spite of the non-co-operator's disavowal of the same from a

1000 p}atforms._ Further, the magistrate seems to think that

in order to bring the speech under explanations to the

seetion,ﬁe speaker must have appealed to the Gover: ment to redress
the gr ﬁvanegs.» This 1;, as y matter of‘:aet, _not demsnded by







November 21, 1921:-
MOPLAH PRISONERS.

STBBOCATION IN TRAIN.
“OVER SIXTY DIE.

e
G
i

Cbimbatore, November 20.
The.early hours of the morning at the Podanur junction
were the scene of a tragic inecident which recalled to one's
mind the dark days of the "Black Hol&". When No. 77 passenger tmain
from Calicut to Madras reached the Podanur station carrying a closed
_iron wagon with prisoners numbering 100 from Tirur bound for Bellary ;
_camp, it was .discovered, when the trapdoor was opened, that a l
number of prisoners were lying dead in the carriage while
few others were in an unconscious state. The Serlousness of
the occurrence was then realised and though i1t was a little after
midnight, available outside help was sought after and they were
removed from the wagon along with the bodies. Consequently they
had to break their journey.
The Railway medical offieer appeared on the sciene andk
the patlents were attended to with the scanty supply of materials
and available appl{ances. It was found on a closer examingtibn
that 56 of the {OO were dead due beyond doubt to Asphyxia. These 56 ¢
corpses were left at Podanur and later consigned to the former des-
tination (Tirur). 4#s regards the remaining 44, the only safe

‘coursg possible in the circumstances was found to carry them to

Coimbatore as the prisoners needed 1nstantaheous and efficient
medical aid. By about 6 A.M. they were brought into the Coimbatore'
station and kept in the lay by siding. Through some of the passa- = i
ngers who happened to be eye witnesses at Podanur, the mattér wes I
widely known to the public and the news spread like wild fire

to every nook and corner of the towh, amongst officials and non-
officials, Wuropean and Indian, men women, and children. Before

7 A.M., the station yard of the platform on all sides were filled with
spectators amongst whom there were also people who were on their
heels for the Mass in different churches. Reserve Police and

Local Police were found hard at work in forbid?ing the speétators
from approaching even the wicinity of the sﬁyene as they yor,» : .
T am told on good authority ordered by the Rgilv;y officials to

= - ~ e e R -
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control the crowd. The disappointment and dismay expressed itseIf
on the face of every eager spectator, Major Forest I.M.S. the
pistrict Medical and Sanitary Office was informed of this sad
incident while he was half asheep and immediately he huried

to the sckne with all the necessary materials and appliances

" that could be had at much short notice. 'The patients were attended

ey

to properly in spite of the great difficulty felt in the usual

course of things to get even a small quantity of water for renflering

first aid to the injured. Hacks, that were available in the station

premises could not be procured and a lorry from the &k firm of
Stanes and Company was got for removing the sick to the hospital
and oﬁhers to the Jail., Thirteen were removed to the hospital
while 25 surviving convicts with E}};ﬂfgg bodies were handed to
Mr. clements, the superintendent of the Central Jall, who felt
himself in a difficult predicament for want of definite orders to
admit them into his jail. Before securing admission into the '
hospital, out of 1§,§,ﬁ§Rl£f§ and for.the rest every possible aid
was given perscnally by Major Forest who spared. no pains‘to do 311'

that he could in the cirecumstances.

d ok ok ok ok ok ok kK

The members of the Muhammadan community who were busy in

other ways in feeding the poor diverted themselves and promptly

notified a hartal and communicated with the jail authoritfes

demanding the production of the corpses, and also asking for

information about the taking place of an inquest on the dead.

The District Magistrate. The pistrict Surgeon, the Sub-Magistrate

Mr. Mansfield, Town &nspector of Police Khan Sahib G.A.Gulam Hussgin

saheb were later in the day present at an inquest held on the

#x I understand that communications have

dead in the central Jail.

been submitted to both fmperial and Local Governments, &8s well

chief of His Royal Highness's staff, giving expressbn

as Earl Cromer,
to their feelings of grief.
Great sensation prevails. /

§
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Moplahs. /

Our Coimbatore correspondent sends an account of a terrible

November 21, 1921,

ANOTHER "BLACK HOLEM,

happening in a train, conveying prisoners presumably Moplahs, fré)m
Tirur. We have no reason to doubt the authenticity of the facts
or of his estimate of the casuaslfies. We have no hesitation in
saying thaf, the affair is a most revolting one and the news will
be received throughout India withi:?eelings of the greatest
indignation. That-feelings of the greatest indigmation. That

~in the p}esent cold season, betrays a callous disregard of humah

1ife on the part of those responsible for the "packing" érrangements
The only parallel we can think of to this horrible incident is that
of the "Bx% Black Hole" of Calcutta. That, of course, has passed
into history, we mean history as it is written by European historiéﬁg
for Tndian efification., The horrible nature of the deed has been
’taught' to regard 1ts author as the last word in wickedness,. One
wonders what the historian of the future will make of tragedies

like the Amritsar massacre or the present one. He will no doub?éb
cercise a nice discrimination and ignore them altogether or else
alrily refer to them as regrettable incidents and unfortunate errors
of judgment. But we are more concerned with the prefent than with
the future. Those who remember the amount of fuss made over the
karachi troop train incident may be pardoned vfor wondering if fee-
lings of outraged humanity will be stirred upm into revolt on the
same scale in the present instance. We agree that the protests then
raised had ample justificationand the men responsible had, if they
were not culpablev, to bear the results of theirnegligence. The
circumstances in the present case are, it is true slightly different.
Here the victims were no_t Turopean Soldiers but Meplah prisoners. :
Making all allowance for that fact the incident nevertheless leaves &
Basty taste in the aor_:th. After all, one cannot in decency subscri‘b&

whole heartedly to the maxim that the only good Meplah is a dead

_ Moplah. £&nd, Since the priscners' messure of turpitude had

alre;dyj b‘geh determined by the courts ﬁppointe& for 'khe purpose it '

strikes ome as carrying ‘enthusiasm for law and order too far to
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inflict conditions of tramsportation upon them which in the case

of over 60 men proved to be tentamount to a capital sentence. Corré-
spondents have more than once complained in these columns of the
tendency on the part of offieials, to treat Moplah prisoners as
something not only less than human but as lesser thankhe beasts

that perish. It is clear that had these complaints been accorded
the notice they deserved in the name of the most common humanity
this'cg;yminating horror could have been avoided. Since writing
the above a Government communique has been received confirming

| our correspondent's report. We know that excuses can be found,

and will in due course no doubt be found in abundant measure, for
those responsible. The large number of prisoners/gnd the deficiency
of rolling stock no doubt makes a certain amount of overcrowding
inevitable. Nevertheless the circumstances as reported by our co-
rrespondent indicate a mentality on the part of those responsible
for the despatch and transport of the prisoners that is little

less than revoltihg. We are aware that in such matters the official
attitude is instinectively one of getting into cover. Nevertheiess
#e hope that the spirit of fair-play will triumph over that

intact and an impartial enquiry made to establish the kxhmx respon-
sibility for the horrible incident and to those culpable to condign

punishment.
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November 25, 1921:= £
BOYCOTT OF THE SERVICES.
« RESIGNATION OF TALUK CLERKSeesvorse o
Bapatla Nov. 23.
This day, the 23rd of November 1921, is a red letter
day in the annals of Baptla as 3 permanent4elerks (the second a
clerk of 20 years' service) in, the local Taluk Office have tendered
their resignations in response to the call of the 411, India Congress
The following is the text of the Reslgnstion petition.
To the Tahsildar, Bapatla:-
8ir, As we do not want to serve any longer under the
present system of Government ‘against the mandate of the
~Great Tndian National Congress, we hereby tender our
resignation and request that we may be relieved as early
as possible.

We solemnly declare that we know the consequences
of the resignation.

“We beg to remain,

(sd) Perala Ramamoorthy.
% - Chirala Narasimhan. |
"  Kambampaty Jagannadha Sastr17
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November, 20, 1921s- LEADER ' REPRESSION.

DEMOCRACY AND SEDITION. |

Sedition as an offence against the state must necessarily dw
depend for its criminality upon the meaning of the state-concept.
When, as 1n}the days of Louis XIV the political creed enforced ;
by authority was 'T am the State' it was treason to go against
the personal will of the monarch or incur the displeasure of |
his favourite advisers. But with the decline of the monarchy
and the fall of the few, the popular will was enthoroned in poli-
tical matters and the idea of State was freed from the trammels of trﬁ
dition, ignorance and prestiga. ’fhe state cecased to be the strong- 7
hold of any power-exercising person or class and was recognised
as a8 Self-determined and self-determining organization of individu-
als having equal political rights. &he doctrine of democracy
shkam established the é&ereignty of the people as the foundation
g of political philospphy, and rgduced the status of state- i J
officials £nr;’the administrative head downwards, from that of
masters to one of servants appolnted by the eonsent of the people

and removeable at their will. According to this doctrine the

state or the system of Government ;as not solely an agency to
npyle" over or control any body But the organised embodiment,
the colleetive personification of the national will and freedom ]
of the 1ndividunls'cqnstituting it for their personal evolution

and selr‘reqlisation. Thus in a properly constituted state ;
satisfying the cannons of this advanced théory wthe conflict between |
the people aad the Government cannot exist or recur since the former
is recognised as the fountain-head of all authority, the ultimate
though not always the immedlate Creater and controller of the latter.

i
Tt 4s this recognition of popular sovereignty that forms at oace

the glory of democratic governments the cause of thelr compardtive

stability and the best safeguard against the rise of revolutionary nuﬁ

move!ents. And It 13 also the abssence of such recogaition
and the defisnce of this supreme principle that is at defiance o f
this supreme principle that 15 at the root of 21l popular misery -
aﬁa pelitical turmoil. This is ons of the valuable lessons of

v,;hi ry tha sum. ef bhuman experienne gained in the course-of pcli—
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going on In India between the people and the Government it is this

=2

lesson that both parties will do well to bear in n_und. The
struggle for Swaraj 1s not an attempt t‘o‘overthrow the edir:l.ce of
the state, but to constitute it according to the sound
principles of politicalrscience adopted in all advanced countries
and place it on the only strong foundation, i.e., the popular
will.: : :

Tt is not in any sense intended to disturb the forces
of law, 'and order and raise the monster of anarchy and revolution
b\it is only an effort to ensure the permanence, not merely the
temporary preservation, of law and order and avold - not merely
postpone - the advent of anarchy and revolution for all time
to come. For no one can deny that self-government is the bcest
and the most enduring because the most natural, safeguard against
revglutionémd anarchy. Swara] is hhe_best expression of tné meanihg
of State, 'which as already pointed out is but the embodiment
—of the general Will, i.e., the rational will and freedom of the
individnals constituting it,. Whereever this is absent, this
national and organised expression of the popular will, the conditi-
—ons ‘prevalling are not at all natural and are as such bound to
be disturbed 'bj the inexorable laws of bo_litical evolution and
human experience. And the longer it is postponed under specious
excuses, the greater are the chances of the matural and tmrnan forces
‘getting out of con‘trol, bringing in violent outbursts and sudden
collapses. Hence those who are engaged in organising and
giving expression to tiese latent but irrepreSSible forces of

political action cannot, according to any cannon O 3 commonsense

~ and political wisdom be considered as a mehace to the State. - :,

of tho ‘state aad :
comusity

They are rightly speaking, the strong pillars

the society the true friemis of the counsiry aaﬂ the :
the uti@n and the gmrdiang of}

as well ‘as the real ku.ilders of
sg of the

anclent cultuse in the earraet and eanpmh&mivs neani

em of sprud iag &isaffaet on as: tﬂe enanies

_terms. To sccuse th : ;
te intemts a

the St_.tje*bgf;rays,agrgcosql,ignorlaa o‘, 4 2
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servant in political relatlions and national,mattefij To raise and

gife expression to the legitimate aspirations of ébpeople for
self-government and organise them for the march is but an entirely
innocent and noble effort at helping the inevitable political
evdlution of a people the completion of the state-building along
souhﬁ-lines so as to make a perfect T“mbodiment of the General will of !

the people. And if this natural and almost divine process

conflicts with any of the lawa of the ruling power it shéws only
the rottennessfof the prevailing systém of law and Government and
" the urgency for thelr entire modification in the light of the

laws of God and Nature. Repression as has been pointed out and

proved in history, works the other way digging these 1neé?rable

laws. Hence it is bound to #lail, the system 1t seeks to“support

collapsing by its own inherent weakness and unnatural construction,
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December 2; 1921.=- mm. Moplahs. =
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Some questions.

We draw the attention of our readers to the medical evidence
published elsewhere, at the train ti‘agedy enquiry. It will beseen
‘that two medical officers of high qualifications have stated de-
finitely that the cause of death was eém'ﬁhyxia. They further
opined that there was gross over—crowding. They also emphatically
stated that the type of wagon used was unsuited for the conveyance
of human beings. These views have naturally a very important
bearing on the question of responsibility. The question naturally
arises, who authorised the use of such wagons in definace of clearly
expressed railway regulations. Was any medical opinion taken
as to the possibility of their use without any serious detriment
to the health of the prisoners, and if so, whose? Was medical
opinion similarly taken when their use was decided on, as to
the the number of prisoners, who could be conveyed with sefet
safety having regard to the air-spa::e a;ailable? Finally, whét
are the "Other circumstances" which according to the communique
threw doubt upon the theory of asphyxiation? BSo far as mundane
intelligences can gather there was not the féintest suggestion
in the evidence recorded of the cause being other than asphyxiation
¥x.Nor has the tredd of cross examlnation betrayed any knowledge
of the existence of these "other cireumstances.” ‘

It will be remembered that the communique in question was
widely disseminaied over the country creating the impression now
shown to be wholly erroneous, that the cause of death was not
a}jjﬁﬁ: yxistion. Indeed, one up-count;ry peper went to the length
of stating that it was nd established that the cawe was not
asphyxiation and proceeded to make its intelligent comments on
that basis. It is the obiious duty -or Government to let the
public know what these "other circumstances® were which led %o
issue a communigae 80 grossly ;ﬁﬁe of the iruth. Yo are aware i
that there was a wild theory sbout poisoning or cholara but that 3

was obvicusly a futile herring drewn across the trail by

*subordin,ste ofricials anxious to ahufrle off any passible cop-

: sequences to theuelves tmt mbody toek sny serious notice
_lliudoa does mt -meapn to carry

: of k0 ;} we ars sure lar‘



loyalty to his subordinates to the grotesque length of endorsipg

their mendacious and misleading theories he must take the publiec

into full confidence. Has the lesson of the Punjab been So soon

forgotten? For Government as much as for common folk honesty

i8 always the best policy. We shall wait ‘and see.

Incidentally we may draw attention to the following rema-rk§
of "New India" "Hdrror is simulated at the use of the wagonsbut
these are continually used for the transportvof pilgrims and no
" one complains. Comment is entirely superfluous.

- w am
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December 65, 1921g= .
VINDICATING THE LAW.

ARRESTS IN PUNJAB,
LAJPAT RAT AND OTHERS.

Lahore, December 3.

Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr. K.Santhanam, Dr. Gopichand'and Mr;
Maliklal Khan were arrested to-day at the Previncial Congress
Committee. office while holding a general meeting of the
members of the Provincial Congress Committee to consider the
present political situation in the Province, for the contravemciqn
of the seditious Meetings Act. .

‘e @ -



December 11, 1921. LEADER Non-eo—operation.

g

THE COUNTRY's call.

To-day's telegrams show that Lord Reading's Government
is fast nearing the goal of its repressive campaign which is no-
thing less than the iuppression of the Indian National movement,
and the extinguishment of the Indian Natioua.l Congress. The
gparest of Mr. C.R.Das, President elect of the forthcoming

national congress a session which was expected to be the most me-
morable and critical one in our awakened national life - is the
coping stone in the series' of criminal pi-osecutions, convictioas |
and imprisonments which the leaders of the congress and Khilafat
organisations have been subjected to during the last 3 or 4 months.
The campaign began in the present reactionary regime with the '
prosecution of the Ali Brothers at Karachi for speeches del-
“ivered at a Khilafat conference. Messrs. Yakub Hessan and Sharar
Presidents, respectively of a Provincial Congress and |
Khilafat conference, were proseauted an& sentenced to long terms

of imprisonment for speeches delivered in them. Various congress

SERHHRITE I

and khilafat speakers have been convicted throughout the country
for working in the natioﬁal cause. The punitive and the preventive
provisions of the Criminal Law have been unscrupuléusly resorted
to to stifle freedom of speech and of writing. Since the landing
in India of the prince ofVWales;'the réﬁfessive campaing has-taken
a more virulent turn. Eminent congress and khilafat leaders
been arrested and incarcerated. The Criminal law has been put
into motion against two congress expresidents, the president

elect of the next congress the preside‘nts and ‘gecretaries of the

L L

various Khilafat ‘committees ;s weli as humerous persons among

the rank and file. ‘If there 1s any instance in history of _trying

il i

to make the counry a desert in uoint o! nationalistic activity

and calling it peace, ‘the prese_rrb 15 notable one. It 1s a
8 novel way of arfordinz welcoae to the prince of wales and creating
a elam atmosphere by elapping into jail and gagging the meuths ‘
at-all‘thoée whe are r;ot iﬁclined te join the "welcome® de-

‘nstrations. ‘The policy of Lord éeading's Goverament however

tsd to nke a snrfaee ezhibition of the peapla's
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loyalty and servility. It would if acquieseed in by the majority
of the Indian public, inflict a mortal wound on their national
aspirations, and the attainment of the goal of Swaraj for the
country. The noble and soul stirring message bf Mr. C.R.Das
to his countrymen ought to 1ift everyman's thoughts to the critical
p&sit;on wﬁich his country has come to occupy at the present time
and the call of duty to his motherland to which an immediate
earnest and practical response is needed. No matter to what
particular school of poliiical thought a man may belong, it must
be realised that the Congress is the great national organisation
which is bound to ensure for us our political freedom. We quoted
yesterday the remark of the Moderste organ "Leader" of Allahabad
that "If there must be a fight between the congress and the
Governments let there be no ambiguity of the position of the latter
towards the former". There cannot be any longer any possibility
of doubt as to the nature of tﬁe struggle, nor can there be any

doubt as to on which side every patriotic son of India ought to

cast in his lot,

o us a ow
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Just after his arrest Mr. C.R.Da s sent the following

message. s~
PRESTDENT 'S APPEAL.

"This is my last measage to you;éﬁﬁ} women of Indiay Vi-
ctory is in sight if you are prepared t; win it by sufferhpg; it
is in such agony)as that through which we are passing that
nations are born; but you must bear this agony with fortitude,
with courage and with perfect Self-composure. Remember that
50 long as you follow the path of non—violence, yoﬁ put the
bureaucracy in the wrong; but move by a hair's breadth from the
path which Mahatma Gendhi has mapped out for you, and you give
away the battle to the bureaucracy,. Swaraj is our goal,
Swaraj not in compartments, not by instalments; but Swaraj whole
and entire.. Now, it is for you men and women, to say whether
we shall attain the goal for which we are striving.

"To my moderate friends I say this: survey the history
of the world from the beginning of all times. Has any native yet
won freedom by pursuing the path which you are pursuing? If the
appeal should reach any waverer amongst yoﬁ,j I ask him to
consider whether he will now stand on the side of India in hei
conflict with the bureaucraey. There may be comprﬁmise in the
matter of details, but there can be no comprémise in the essential
question that divides us from the bureaucracy and {Ivyou do not
stand ﬁy and for'India, you aSSuredly stand for the bufeaucracy.

"And the students, I say this: you are at once the hope
énd the glory of India. True education does not consist in
learning to add two and two to make four but lies in the sgrvice
which yoﬁ Aare prepared to glve to the mother of us all. There
is»work'to be done fér the mother, Who amongst you ls prepared |
to answer the call", :

%




e & oL,

b

December 16, 19213~ LEADER. : Nowicoéoper tion:s &
The Superindent of Police calcutta is said to have inst-

ructed his subordinates that‘the weering of Khaddog or "Gandhi"

caps should not be treated as an offence. This isﬂa return to

sanity which is the more surpkising for its unexpected suddenness.

The crusade against Khaddar was bout the first wage in fhe policy

of repression which is now in full surge and the campaign was oaon-

ducted with much rigour in almost every part of the couhtry.

In Calcutta especially, the wearing of this particular cloth was

an unpardonable ®in for which all the varieties of police ill=~

treatment were considered small punishment. How calcutta smarts

under this hatred of Khaddar can be judged from the comments o f

the "Bengalée" g very moderafie paper, It writes:- "Is it an offence

of the blackest dye to wear khaddar? Our query is prompted by

the faet that cases have come to our knowledge in which persons

have been arrested, vulgarly abusedk and roughly handled for

no other offence than that of wearing khaddar clothes. We

should like to know under what sections of the Penal Code, the

use of Khaddar renders a man punishable. It is evident that

khaddar is to scme Europeahn sergeants or soldiers what the

red rag is to the bull. Surely the Government ought not to

encoumage such bitter prejudice on the part of those charged

with the responsible duty of maintaining law and order. Many

of them are reported to have carried this prejudice too far.

There is no reason to suppose that a man wearing hand-spun and

hand;wpven cloth is an enemy of Government, and the wonder is that

such suppogition is really made by persons who ought to know

better®. Caleutta, therefore, will have a sigh of relief that

it will no longer be victimised to this particulgr form of ille-

gal repression.



December 26, 19213:- . LEADER. Non;co-operation.

_ THE LESSON OF THE HARTAL..

There 1is now little ddubt as to the completeness of the
hartal 1nlgglgg§§g on Saturday last. When the Associatid'press
announced that while the prince was received by a large crowd
of Europeans and Indians, the Hartal in the Indian quarters of
the city was complete, we took the statement to be a significant
euphemism. And so it has proved to be. Indian Calcutta completely
observed the hartal., and mmE nobody wanted to be told that
Europegn and Anglo-Ipdian Calcutta would have refused to observe
T ToTrga;ise the magnitude of the hartal, it is necessary to
remember that every endeavour had been hade to prevent it. The-’—
lesson of the hartal of the 17th and of the failure of the
reception of the Prince at Allahabad was not lost on the bureaucracy
Every endeavour hsd been made to bring pressure, largely of the
undue variety, to bear on the shopkeepers and others. Non-co-
operators, of course were kept out of the way by the use of
the Criminal Law Amendment Act. They were decleared to be memers
of an (now contested to be.imaginary) unlawful assembly and were
dealt with as such many promipent leaders were hurried away to
jaii for their persisting in the exercise of their legitimate
functions. These repressiee activities were‘taken up by Government
in the bond belief or alleged belief that the hartal of the 17th
instant was due to the work of the leaders of the non-co-operation
movement. <Lhese however, were activities of a negative character,
which slmply made provision to see that the ordinary citizen was
kept away from the "baneful" 1nf1uences of the non-eo-operator.

And the Anglo-Indian Press were frankly sceptical as to the
failure, of the hartal if Government rested content with these
measures. They hinted that measwures of a more positive nature
were necessary to make the citizen exercise his normal functions
In other words they vaﬁted that qll steps must be taken to prevent
ha}tal suqeeeding} And vaernment were not slow to take up the
suggestion. Thé balcutta corporsticn authorities as also

" private land-lords of shopkeepers issued, or had been prevailed
upon to issue, notices on their tenants that if they declared hartal
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their licenses would be cancelled or they would otherwise be dealth
with. Nor was this restraint on the liberty of the subject the>
only precautionary measure taken by the or;anisers of the rece-
pitdon. The Gas COmpany kept its workmen in legal confinementfor
3 days feeding them and otherwise keeping them 1n good humour
for the time lest the gass supply should fail. For days together
the Tramway company and the Automébile Association, had been
advertising for Anglo-Indién temporary hands or otherwise
enlisting them to prevent’a complete collapse of the receiption
programme. So, with other public utilities. And then, there was
the civil Guard, the product of a gorss abuse of the Executive
powers under the police Act,. Thanks to all these gigantic
pfeparations for months together, at immense cost to the taxpayers
and thanks also to the large Ruropean and Anglo-Indian population
of Calcutta the Government were just able to pfevent a cbmplete
break—down of the recéiption‘programme.u As for the hartal it was
as complete as it can be, notwithstanding all the preventive
and coercive methods of the Government it 1s no use to say that
the two sides of the road along which the Prince marched were
lined with beople. ;n a city which boasts of a population of
13 lakhs of'people, ohe containing the 1arges;European civie
population in India, it is certainly not difficult to get up a
show 6: crowd at a particular place if the Buropeans were
minded so to crowd and if facilities for traffic along other
thoroughfares, what with the police guarding them, were not
ex;ccly as good as the particular thoroughfare along which a
erowd of compulsory holdday-makers could have in the face of tke
compleﬁé hartal, but a ludicrous significance, as to the Princé's
*hose who hsve wyes to see may now see the real si-
gnificance of the hartal. That the hartal was spontaneous is
admitted on all sides and what with the c¢ivil guard and the
Military picket, in abundance, there cannof have occurred any
threat or intimidation, 1.e., on the side of the non-co-operators

How 1s this phenémenon‘to‘be ezplaihea? There was no intimidation

and yet there was hartal. The whole repressive ppliey of the

‘Government was based on‘the apprehension of intimidation andd






T
. \ e

‘ With reference to the réﬁ&rted hunger-strike of Lala
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December 30, 1921s-

Lajpat Rai and other prisoners in Lahore Jall, the Assoclat#d

Press sends a laconic message glossing over the im ident as

if it were all due to accidental oversight. The following details
are given by a correspondent in the "Tribune":- "Political priahneri
numbering about 80 in the Lshore central Jail went without |
food on the morning of the 24th Decemberué:iu%he food offered m !
to them was very bad. The "Atté" of which the "Rotties" were

made was feeely adulterated with bran and though it presented

appearance of being well roasted it was "Kachha" inside. It can
safely be sald that nearly 20 or 254 of the "Atta" was eihher
Bran or mud. More than half of the vegetgbles too, consisted

of lesves of turnips. TUnder these circumstances all the
polltiéal prisoners in the ward numberfing about sc fefused to take
any food and sent it back at about 12 Ofclock. Ral Sahlb

Tala sita Ram, a Jall visitor was showa the food which he

had no hesitation in pronouncing to be very bad. Other com=- =
plaints were also put before him, and he noted down all of thme.
At 1-30 p.m. the superintendent went into the ward with the
Jailor and called all the men who had been sentenced to R.I.

‘and asked them why they were not at their work. They replied
that no specific work’ﬁgd been allotted to them, and further,
that they had had no food. On this the superintendent, in rather
an angry tone told them that he had seen the "Rotties" énd they

could not be given anything better in jail.
ys, it was not so bed, but it was

They informed

‘him that until 2 or 3 da

getting worse. He got more angry still and asked them all

%o be shut up in the workshép as a punishment, which has

He has also‘ofdered_that all the other

" accordingly been done.
er trial and others, should be locked

prisoners both und ﬁ
These orders §

ﬁp in their cells, pegsumably by way of puﬁishmen;.

411 hhe persons ineluding bala Lajpat

have all been obeyed.
ng mesls and they have made

Rai, have gone witheut their morni

heir minds that 1if the food 1is not
Fpat is the sort of treatnegt

le patri - .orded. We are glad to mote
hég‘patrigts e learat to behave het{er

up & better in the evening

ghey will not eat in the evening”-.

. authorities nave

"~ thst respecta
. however, tha




December 31, 19213 ' WISLIM IEAGUE.

NINDIAN REPUBLICM
HARSAT MOHANI'S ADDRESS.
MUSLIM LEAGUE SESSIONS.

Ahmedabad, December 30.

The address that Maulana Harsat Mohani delivered this
afternoon as President of the All-India Muslim League was from
th; Beginning to the end a plea for an Indian republic to
be called the United States of India, to be declared on the
18t January 1922 and tovbe attalned by all pessible and
proper means including guerilla warfare in cese martial law was pro-
claimed, The Maulana said the importance of the league woul

‘ grOW»inlprOportion as they approached nearer and nearer swaraj
fof under free India questioﬁs\of Muslim rightsvwould rise again
with greater importance but the League to-day was weak. It

was therefore necessary that its creed should be changed according
to the wishes and relgimous dictates of Muslims and that its
constitution and rules and regulations thereunder be modified

on théilines of Congress to extend membership of the League.

The object of the League should be not_oqu the attainment
complete independence, but also to urge that the form of that
independence should be a republic called the United States of
India to ﬁe attained by éll possible and proper means, so that

all might take_tﬁeir place unde} the League whether believing.

in non-violence or not.
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From the Hindu dated 14th September 1921:- } /

The Riots and After. , /

Mr.C.Rajagopalachari writes:--'

A serious error which vitiates most of the comments made
in the press and 1n the speeches made on this subject in the
Councils, local and Imperial, 1s that it is taken for g'ranted
that the outburst was the consequence of the congress and
Ir(;lilarfat propaganda among a fanastic people. anoughotnt
the area which has been the scene of the present disturbance,
ever since February last, that 1s for the past seven months,
all Copéress and Khilafat propaganda and meetings had been
rigorously prohibited by ord_ers issued under the Cr.P.é. .
These order*mye been fully obeyed. The Moplas 1n these
taluks are so illiterate that no one with any knowledge of
the place can believe that they were affected by the writings

- and speeches of any one out side. The District Magistrate
thXought that the Mmx Mppla community in these Taluks were
s0 rigngrant and isolated thatv the easlest course to prevent
troublé was complete segregation. He tried to shut out all
knowledge and feeling about the Khilafat but that being
impossible he succeeded only in shuttiag oht all attempts
to teach the principles of non-violence and self-res\g\eiint in
the face of provociation, We may not sit in self-satisfaction
at our not being responsible for the disorders but it 1is

certainly an erronequs assumption to attribute the disorders

past seven months .
During the disturbances the pistrict Magistrate permitted

Congress and Knilaif;at iorkérs tc enter the disturbed area
ém gpeak to the insurgents. But this trust had not been
”Mest'ﬁ;izl(ﬁ)‘efafé—win any form or degree. The men who would have
doné. the most effective service in the csuse o%on—vialence
were shut up in jall from February upto the time of the dis-
orders and those who were not in jail were prohibited from

organising er addressing an& gatherings in this ares.
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- The disorders were the work of four dis'l‘-jbtj classes
of mens--

1. An oppressed tenantry.

2. Some Mussalmans who felt the Khilafat wrong and never
believed or understood none.violence or the thdeory of suffering.

3. Men who were ever ready for an opportunity to loot
and robj and

4. Religious fanatics.

The band that organised themselves for anti-Government
assaults on men and property and in the destruction of bridges
and roadg and other communications seem to have gone mad &nd
u@ider provocation 6r unable to bear searches and arrests in
patience. They were assisted in their work by a number of
demobiliséd soldiers returned from the x war. They seem to
have gone to privabe houses only for obtaining such fire arms
as were available and # offered no violence. Public buildings
and records were mercilessly destroyéd. Soon, the suspicion
of authority let loose roving bands of robbers. Iﬁ}s clear
that these robbers acted independently of the anti-Government
Bands and also of each éther. The Khilafat was no more in
the mipgs of these looters than in that of any other body
of robbers; but the new-born idea of Hindu#Muslim unity
seemed to have saved the Hindus from a carnival of personal
violence. No 1qdu1ts to women are repgrted except in a few
unauthenticated stfories. The statements made about the
murders of Hindus on a large séale are untrue. Two temples

—one at Karikat and another at Arikizhai were broken open but
many Hindu temples even iﬁ the most disturbed areas were
untouched. The attack on the Nilambur fahily was not anti-
Goverﬂment but was the work of a rebel tenant¥rye.

Either some of the most fanatic anti-Government bands ]
e midst of

=

or distinct bands that seem to have sprung up in th

these disorders, indulged in a crime which it will be hard ]

for Hindus e of India to forget or forgive. Though there

is reason to belleve that the number of forcikble conversions

- have besn deliberabely exaggeraicd, 1 have authentic informacion



=

e
\o ¥

that one family numbering over thirty and twenty more indivi

duals were made to accept Islam.

There have been such plausible exaggerations that one
has to keep a careful éuard over the tales of atrocities.
As far as I could gather, apart from the death-roll at
engagements with the Police and the Military and at the
conflict with the Nilambuwr-wre Nilémbﬁr retainers, there
. was murder in cold blood of three European planters, three
Policemen, one Namburdri, and two Moplahs, one a retired Polieei
Inspector and another a Head Constable. The killing of the
European Lieutenant and the Assistant Superintendent of
Police and two Indian Policemen at Tirurangadi Post Office

is alleged on the one hand to have been in cold blood and

on the other under grave provocation or in self-defence. |
. Taking into account the widespread character of the disorders,
the number of the insurgents, the full field allowed to them
and the number of defenceless peepile left at their mercy,

the caseS of deliberate murders and personal violence are
extraordinarily few.

The looting was most extens:.ve. Seventy five per

il x-wjl‘ .

cent of the Hindu houses in the eastern Balf of Ernad Taluk, -
almost the whole of the Walluvanad Taluk and the Northern
half of Ponnani taluk were either looted or blackmailed.

It*,s true that most ©f the Moplas in this area are extremely -

atlliL

poor but there is no doubt that a vague sense prevailed among
the looters that they came under the protection of a Moplah
revolution, and that Moplah houses should therefore be ﬁ

immune from their attack.
In the work of the PAresident of the Khilafat Committee

of Tirur and his friends and in that of the Congress and

Khilafat workers at Ponnani there’.s much to be proud of.

So also is the courage of non-violence establishes in the doings,

of - Mr.K Madhavan Nair who has given me a thrilling account
Jer:. where he went immediately

of his experiences at Man

after his release from prison and found himself in the centre

of rebellion. e e
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Those who hoped to attain Swaraj by Non—eé—opgration
will not rest satisfied with the discovery that the acts of
vlolence in Malabar arenot attributable to non~violent
Non-co-operation. We, who believe and claim that we can
control the action of the masses and that we will attain self-
government by Non-co-operation, must fully admit our failure

;n Malabar. We should find out the causes of this failure,

and, profiting‘by the lesson, rise stronger out of the calanmity

The disaster is two-fold and both ways of the greatest
magnitude. Violence, on the part of the people, for whom
we seek self-government, by whatever section caused, is a

calamity which postpones the attainments of the objects of our

]
4
|

non-violent programme. The terrible loss of life and destrﬁctio&

of property are eqmalled only by the moral disaster. I?gs
no exagg;ration to say that the acts of the misguided bands
of Moblahs have inflicted @7 a mortal wound in Hindu-Muslim
amity. Among Hindus in Malabar, in man, woman and child,
hatred and fear have taken the place of the new-born unity -
and trust. The Hindu community have lost faith in their
Mussalman brothers and in united work for the future. May
God so guide us in our actions, that we will be able soon to
recover the ground lost by this calamity.

It must be possible and we should find means torspread
the gospel of voluntary suffering anﬁ non-violence and the
importance of restraint under provocation even in areas where
we may be effectively prevented by Government from organising
meetings and lectures. We have to contend against Government

in many ways, and this is only ocne of them. We should not

despair of doing what is necessary for our programme even where

Government orders are intended to result in checking the prin-

ciple of non-violence.

The military have not yet completely pierced the interio:.

What was urgent for authority, viz,, the restoration of the
lines of communication have been finished. The inevitable

Martial Law arrests, punishments and reprisals will throw
many more families into distress besides those thrown into

<

|
|
i

1

&
q
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that condition by the lootings. \V

: Foodstuffs have not reached the people in t he affected
areas. The fear that the rebels might obtain food and
prolong the fight prevented the ingress of B food even m for |
innocent people. The harvests in the fields have had to be
neglected or allowed to unlawfully carried away. The terrible
death roll among the Moplah insurgent bands must have thrown
humbers of families into a helpless condition.

The one thing that is needed now is rellef to the

starving and the helpless. It is this work alone which
can heal the wounds inflicted on the Hindu-Muslim unity.
There is no time to be lost, but the Hindu and Mussalman
merchants and organisations should at once come to the rescue
‘of the vietims of the mad outburst and its terrible consequences

8d/C.Rajagopalachari.

e el i g i
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From the Hindu dated 19th Se te@ber 1921:- ‘ [ ‘////

The Unwisdom of Repressicn. :
As Mahatma Gandhi said, the next few months are

likely to be a period of storm and stress for national
workers with Government adopting a policy calculated £o fan
the flames o?unrest, one cannot too often insist on the
necessity for calmness and patience. Itls clear that Lord

Readlng has surrendered to his prov:.ncial lieutenants

ezl

much as Lord Chelmsford surrendered to Sir Michael 0&Dwyer

Once again history is repcating itself and a period of

intensive repression has begun which is likely to test the
courage and forbearance of the country torthe breaking-point.
We have had the fleetimg-abeu arrest of the Ali Brothers

and there are RMmMEEEN rumours floatlng about that Mahatma
Gandhi himself 1s to be arrested. Few people outside

the clermed circle of crested bureaucrats believe in the
efficacy of repression, thtough there is a party which belkeves
in the modified commamdment that® "Thougk shall not kill; but 5
needest not strive officiously to save." These people afe
sorrowful over the faet, of repression but are not prepared
to be sorrowfﬁl since after allﬁt is directed against people |
whom they fear and hate.i’Makiﬁ%‘ail allowance for the :
invertebracy of a certain section 3; publ;c opinion there will_?
be general agreement as to the supreme unwisdom of further

éxasperating the people. Sﬁeéiacular prosecutions like that

of the Ali brothers or MriGandhi may satisfy the sense of
justice of those who are mever tired of insisting on the
absurdity of hitting at the tools and leaving the real authors

of the mischief alone but it is possible to regard the

matter from another poiht of view. Abstract Justice might

require that the leaders should not escape while the follow-

ing is harassed piecemeal and that explains the cheerfulness

with which the leaders face threatened or realised persecution.

Nevertheless, the question always remains if these prosecuzions

'In other words, will they serve the Gov- H

are entirely wise. ‘
71

ernment's purpose or conduce to the ultimate aim of all
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Governpment which is peace of order? Would ;:hey not
rather add to the Governmer;:'s embarmassment? An absfract
passion for justice in defiance of expediency is no doubt
a creditable characteristic but there are cccasions in
which discretion is the better part of repressive valour.
Quite apart from political movements the minds of ?f the:
masses are at present in a state of explosive agitation.
The Government may disclaim the responsibility for that
and lay it at the deor of those who are "inflaming" the mass
mind. We need not enter into that discussion now but
may confine ourselves to the necessity or wisdom of setting

the match to admittedls inflammable material. As the Bombay

correspondent of Ycapital" writes in its issué or 7oth

instants=-"Are the Ali broth’efﬁ to be arrested before the
meeting ’of the Indian National Congress in this éity?‘ The
answer from the market place is in the affirmative. They do
say that the Bombay government have already issued a warrant
and are simply awaiting the arrival of Mr.Muhammadl

Ali to execute it. My pemscnal opini;n is that such arrest
would be a politlcal blunder in the present Mohammadan disconten
whieh has been aggravated by the reverses to the Turkish

arms. Had the Alil brothers not been incarcerated during the
war their :I.ni‘\luenqe with their coreligioni‘sts would have

been negligible. Lord Chelmsford gave them the halo of

martyrdom and the demagogic triumph was easy.X" Few will

question the soundnessjfor it has been proved to hilt and its

advantages and disadvantages closed scrutinised, it is, as

=z ‘
a matter of common sense, the height of unwisdom to do anything |

mizﬁs still further.

calculated to agitate the peoples'
d by the

People, who E=REEEX remember the excitement cause

inérnment of Mss.Besant will, whatever their politifs, view

m;xlx! consequences of the new

iith apprehension the v
t agitated only educated

policy. The internment of Mrs. Besan
Mr.Gandhi and the Ali brothers are held in

veneration not only by a con_siderable section of the educatea‘
pubiie but also by far the most important element in the
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population, viz., the lgnorant masses whose resentment might
find expression in ways more elementary than by passing
resolutions of protest. It may be that Government realises
the possibilities of the situation and is prepared to face
the consequences of its policy. It must in thatr case be made
clear to the public that the responsibility for any disturbance
will scolely be at the door of the aﬁthorities. They wil
stand» convicted at the bar of,,pub]:ic opinion of pursuing a
tpp;ish, Provocative policy to vindicate their own sease
of prestige, for we suppose these spectacular gestures
méan that and nothing more. Tk}e warning is all the more necess-
ary because the oBfucscation of the Reforms has blunted the
mental alertness of a section of vocal opinion whichis
inclined to believe that repression ceases to be repression
when it is administered by people who make loud ’
pbotests about their enthusiasm for India's progressto
self-government. That enthusiasm is apparently to made ‘
to cover a multitude of official mistakes. We do not know if
the call for co-operation in misgovernment will be answered
with enthusiasm by the co-operation--at-al-costs paz;ty, but
the Government seems to think the attempt worth making.

Thus the Bombay Government Press Communique announcing the
intention to prosecute the Ali Brothers contains the following
- appeal:--"Government are confident that all loyal citizens
will unit;e in condemning and combating attempts upon the

allegiance of the army." One wonders that any & ‘responsible

official could have sanctioned the insertion of this undigni-

fied and grossly unfair appeal. We have no quarrel with the

sentiment thoﬁg‘n how far an attempt to give an entirely poli-
tical complexion to a question which is a matter of religious 7
convietion may be open to guestion. : But we do most emphgtically
protest against the Goverhment thus prejudging the czse and -
prejudging the opinions of fhe tribunals concerned. The

mere fact that they have bsen arrested dqes not render the

_ Ali brothers guilty even in Mek sight of the lavi‘. Can it be 7
that one of the bensfits confe;red by advent of tl?e ney dixpﬂn;

]






LEADER 7 : P‘?§ P — / v

From the Hindu dated 30th September 1921:-- \O(]V

The following passage occurs in the official report of

the speech of the Home Secretary Mr.H.B.HCraik on the Mpk
Moplah situation in the Council of State on September 53--
“There}ls possibly no singée person who has done more to
excite the feelings of the Mpplahs than Mr.Yakub Hassan, and,
early in this year, only a few months ago, he wés arrested
FOR HIS ATTEMPBS TO STIB UP SEDITION in the very district =
which i1s now in the throes of rebelli_.on.A ‘He was even
treated with extraordinary consideration and an offer was made
to him, if I recollec’t aright, to furnish security or obey g
an order for bidding him to address public meetings in that'
district. But he refused to accept thg offer and was sent
to jail. There he remained till the other day; when
choélera broke out in the jail, HE BEGGED FOR HIS RELEASE."
Now to say the least, the stafement contains extremely unfair
suggestions. To say that Mr.Yakub Hassan wanted to stir up
sedition is an allegation for which there is absolutely no
authority and which irresponsible statement an official
in the Home Secretary's note that his other allegation that
Mr.Yakub Hassan BEGGED for his release is equally baseless.
In fact, it was the Government shat were more apxious to
redease him than Mr.Yakub Hassan himself. Indecd, the
initiative in the matter was taken by a responsible = official
of Government, viz., the medical officer, and the release
was the outcome of private conversations between the abpve-
mentioned official and Mr.‘Yaﬁub Hassan. To lnsinuate on
the basis of these facts that Mr.Yakub Hassan, who voluntarily 2
suffered hi;mself to be in Jail for :_t‘ive months, was such a

broken-hearted coward as to beg Goveranment to remit a month

or less of his term of imprisonment belongs to a category
of disingenuous tactics of which responsible Government

officials with any sense of fsirness ought not to allow th,ems.l_’—‘}

ves to be guilty. : = =



- 7
o W

From the Hindu dated 6th October 1921:-

Sir Michael O'Dwyer is nothing if not an adherent of
Wentworthian "Thz‘oixough';. Even in his retired life, his
chief relaxation seems to be seek to enforce his pet policy in
India. He exploits the British platfofm as well & the Press, z
that is, in so far as these agencies have not been bored by the

pet aversions of the ex-pro-consul, to forward his fell

purpose, Sir Michael's theory is that the panacea for all

the ills that the British Empire is now suffering from, is

merciless suppression of Indian agitation--a course which he
opines is as easyr as it would be £ effective. He expounded it
in a lecture atthe @entral Asian Society which appears in - i
the latest issue of the Journal of that soeciety. "India",
he says, '"is the base of our power in the East, while we are
weak there, we can speak with no authorityvin Asia." The re%al-:r

citrance of the kemalists, the rebellion in Mesopatamia, the

insubordination of Egybt, the hostility of Persia, the
Menace of the Soviety the sinister vascillation of Afghanistan

the contemptuous attitude of the frontier tribes-~all these :
and many more British difficulties have arisen, are arising and
will arise in the future are directly due, accordi o this ~
notorious ex-satrap of the Pun;jab, to "seditious Mahommedan

agitation in India'*} Strong and respected in Indisa, Britain wil)
be strong and respected elsewhereg Si% Michael holds as one of
his admirers put it, "that the Indian, if he respects anything;i

respects strengthiZ® "Governor goY; 1is, according to hilq,

RN

the alternative offered by loyal India ivhich, granted repres-
sion comprises all India except a few revolutionarées such as ;
Gandhi, the Ali bwothers and Lajpat Rai."MH. Mohamed A1i", he sayg
fig a man of no real influence and has no claim to speak for

He has forced himself intoc the limelight by

4

Mohammeda n India.

frenzied appeals to racehatred, and keeps himself there by

allying himself with the fanatical Hindu Gandhi." Hiis a
n "the intrigues of the disloyal Mohemmadans

which sir Hichael says

leader carrying o
of India--a sma].l but dangerous section',
must be put down a$ it easily could be. In the spirit or
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"I told you so", he regretshis theory was rejeéted in 1919, ’§
3

lbut takes comforts in the thought thatythe proofs of its correct
ness are only too manifest" as evidenced by the Kheri murder
and Malegaon riots. He concludes that, with a doseof severe
repression, everything will be alright. The conclusions ae,
of course, based on sandy foundations and lies which he takes foz
facts as when he depicts mx the character and 1nfluence of :
the leaders he pillories or when he says that "the (muhajareen);
movement was promoted by the Ali brothers and Gandhi,ﬁ but :
that seems to trouble Sir Michael the least. The pity of
it is that he and his supporters have at last succeeded in

seeing that Indian Government was stampeded into resortin%ko

a campaign of futile repression.

v-we-»u-..«..L,;‘».14..‘.:“»«,.,,3,‘““4;&«.%‘_“ i

2 i e
,.\;-:;rq\.\.;.«-.u.umnl-u,‘\g
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LEADER - i"&ﬂ% /
From the Hindu dated 15th October 1921;- 1 =

A correspondent wires from Kerachi:="The treatment meted

out to the political priscners in Sind is far from being
good. They have to work like others in jail con?icted for
eriminal offences. I think political prisoners are not so
maltreated in other provinces."  We do not know what the case
: generally is in other provinces but we know that at least

in one or two cases in one province the treatment has so far
been unexceptionable and that the Goﬁernment of India and
most provincial governments have accepted the position, recog-
nised in all civilised States, that political 6ffenders sﬁand
on a different footing from that of ordinary felons. Ought

a spirit of vengeance, we ask, to be allowed to pervade the
treatment of the politicals in jalls? Enlightened theories
of prison administration undoﬁbtedly answer in the negative;
and the Bombay Government which seems, unwisely and with dis=
astrous effects, to allow the sind bureaucracy to have itm
own way uncontrolled, ought, if it is jealous of its reputation
to prevent the malteeatment of political prisoners. The state
will only be stultifying itself if it acts otherwise; lor,

the more it makes the prisoner feel that his lot under the
existing Government can only grow progressively worse the

more will B= he take it and plan for its destruction.

Above all, it is the duty of the state to see that the feelings
of its citizens qre_not outraged by the State clinging to
ouB:;of-date, if not indeed barbarous, methods of prison
treatment. Will the myrmidons of the sind bureaucracy, if
what is reported of them be true, be directed to conform to

better standards of prison management?
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From the Hindu dated $8th October 1921:- i \///// =

dustice in Indla.

In spite of the existence of an ex-Lord Chief Justiee
at the head of th%dmlnistration Justice in India is rapidly
becoming rare, espécially where non-co-operators are concerned;
The Viceroy, pious wvotary that he has been of that Goddess in’
Britain, may no doubt be'actually burning with the desire to
entnrone her here during his regime. But the system over which
he presides and the officials through whom it works practicaly
refuse to entertaln her at his bidding--so essentially alien hgs
the principle become to the prevailing order of administration
If H.E. is still in doubt as to = the virtual futility of his
verbal homage to his favourite principie, in the abstract,
we offer him the following facts brought te the notice of
the public by Babu Bhagawandas 6f Benares, through the columns
of the "INDEPENDENT". "On 26th September last, the city
Kotawal of Benares, accompanied by a ¥ number of subwinspectors.
and constab les arrésted Dr.Abdul Karim (a private mmmt medical
practitioner and prominent local Non—Co—dperation and Khilafat
worker) without a warrant (none being shown to Dr.Abdul Karim
when he asked for it) at a volunteers!' meeting held to make
arrangements for the picketing of foreign cloth shops that
after noon at Gyan Vapi, and took him away in a motor van.
His case was put up before the new Joint Magistrate, Mr.
Kharaghat. The charge was of an offence under section
225, I.P.t. (rescue ofran offender under lawful custody).
The evidence produced by the prosecution prowed only these
facts; On the 23rd of September,’some persons brought to
Dr.Abdul Karim at his house, an old woman and ag youth,
together with a Thali and a Batuva (bras utenéii§)aiThe
youth confessed that he had stolen them under the stress of
hunger.

was not desirous that the youth should be .

Abdul Karim admonished the youth, who promised not to steal
rs and sat up and down--a very comuon

Then the

The old woman was content to have her thing back, andv'
prosecuted. Mr. !

5 iaips

again, pulled his own ea
form of domestic punlshmeut in India, for jueeniles.
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parties went their own ways. These were thev f%cts proved. Dr.
Abdul Karim madé no defence and called no witness;.u The Joint
Magistrate wa%\ot satisfied that any offénce was made ouf
against Dre-Abdul Karim, as no force had been used for

any 'rescue' and the 'thief! was!not in custody when hi<s |
captors voluntarily agreed to an amicable Settlement. The

. prosecutor asked for time. The case was ad journed. It came

up for hcaring on 28th, the day after. The HMagistrase announced
that he was satisfied that the offence charged was made out
and sentenced Dr.Abdul Karim to one year's R.I. what was

done to the juvenile thief? He was brought up before the
Magistrate alsoc and was let go with warning on kmhis éxecuting :
a personal recognisance of Rs.200 and furhishing security

for a like amount, to be df gootebaviour, in the future.
No action was taken against the bld woman om the others
who had taken the offender to Dr.ABdul Karim." Thus the
grounds for & the prosecution and @ nyiction of the doctor
would t*techniaaliy seem to be the accused's c}ompounding of »
the offence of petty theft committed by the boy. But apart
frém_ the differential treatment by the Magistrate of the

prime offender and the alleged co'mpounde;', how fdar the

Magistrates justice did really satisfy the public conscience

of the place may be seen from the resolution passed at a pL.lﬂlli‘
meeting unanimously condemning the prosecution in the case

as moved by the personal spite of police officers and the

Judgment as unjust and perverse.
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From the Hindu datéd 18th October 1921s=-

, A retired officer of the Indian Medical Service 1n a
‘contribution to the "Timeé", deplores the gradual Indianiééa
tion of the Indian Medical Servicei;ﬁﬁmééis that, in spite of
the "great deal of sentimental m mm nonsense" that is being .
written about the equality of races, it is very "distasteful ~ |
to an Europ:an to serve under an Asiatic". This is a true"
specimen 6f impotent rage born%f race pride apd c&iour
prejudice. Appointments to the Indiap Meaical Service '
are made by the Secretary.of Staﬁe for India, assisted by ;
Se}ection Cémmittees both in England apd India. Nominations
ariﬁvidently made in the light of the recommendations of the
Public Sérvices Commission, and with a view to secure for India'
the services of the best available candidates, The conditions
in India also require the services of eminent medical men
familiar with the local conditions and with thorough knoZwledge
- of the tropieal diséases. If the present system of "Indianis-
ing the Indlan Medical Service! be distasteful té‘some of

the recruits, the remedy lies with them and the country
~ will not be the worse for thelr absense. We have far too many ﬁ
Eurcpean officérs in the country who readily serve under
Indians, to require the services of such men as. “Hatim Tal"

who are S0 ape-ses puffed up ght with racial hauteur that

they would not serve in India except as Xaxhx Ma Baps.



From the Hindu dated 20tih October 19213 =~ \\D(’)

In Martial Law Ared

Detention of Khilafatist

‘Mr.Muhammad Abdur Rahman, Secrétzary of the Kerala Provin-
cial Khilafat Committee writes under date, Calicut October
17tns=- :

Tnis morning a head constaple came to wy ofiice
ana vouia Mr.T.V,Muhammad of Chaughat, Secretary, Ernad Taluk

Khilafat Committee, who had been staying with me from the

19th August, that he was wanted by the Inspector. He immediate’-‘g

ly followed the constable.

Afterwards 1 was toldl by others who were then in the
Office that he was escorted by three police men. Now,
doubting whether he was arrested.or wa® called by the
Inspector to gather any information from him, I sent my boy
to see where he was taken to and what the police were about
with him and whether he was returning. :the boyg returned
at abbut 11 b'clbck saying that the gentlemkn was takentob
the Rgpllway station and seated ou the platform.

At about 12 o'clock I went to the Railway station to

enquire of the Inspector whether Mr.Muhamaad was under arrest

and if so x® what was his offence. To both these questhons
the Inspector Mr.Vasudevan curtly replied that he was not
piepared to answer any of my questions. Mr.Muhammad also
on being quest_:ioned, told me that he was not shown any
warrgnt and was simply asked to go down there.

He has been detained now for full five hours, (the
time of my writing this letker being 2 o'elock) and yet himself
nd*his friends are kept in ignorance of his offence. As a

non-co-operator, it is certaln, that he will not defend.
Why then should the police hesitate to name his offence, and
bring 1%t under sonme bleésad section of I.P.C? Are Knilafat
workers exempted from the right to demand to show thea a

warrant before arrest?

LS i i
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From the Hindu dated 21st October 19213~ ig \/4///f/~

Repression Run Mad.
‘The order prohibiting the public meeting arranged for | J
to-day is of a piepe with the policy upon which Lord Williugdon,:

presumably with the concurrence of those harbingers of demo- |
cracy our ministers, has set his heart. We have known for '
some time that Lord Willingdon is not the kind of ruler who

can tolerate any views other than his own and whose guber-
natorial career is a succession of shocks inspired by the
gratitude and perversity of those to whom it is his ambition

to play the part of Deputy Providence. Lord Willingdon .

no doubt be;}eves in the Reforms, but his interpretation of

the ideal is peculiarly his own. He mmk envisages a happy
family looking up to and hanging on the lightest word of an :
all powerful Governor, and all done by kindness except when
otherwise 1ndicat§d. That his Government should seize the
opportunity, of a localised if undoubtedly serious outbreak

to carry into practice his fayouritef theorié§ of Government

is nothing surprising. The public are too familiar with the
beautifully varied and statling uses to thch the procedure
Code could be put and will accept the latest, as it has
accepted the others, ¥ with the consclation that the way

of the bureaucracy like the peace of God "paseth understauding"
That there could be any possible dangers to the peace of the
city by the holding of the meeting, it would be grotesque

o sdggest. That reason being eliminated one is driven to t he
conclusion that the motive hehind yhe order 1s purely and simply
yérsecution. The Government is "carrying the war into the
 enemy's camp" and ne one can deny that it has ample faollities
for such an offensive once it decides to burn its boats and
abandon all cannons of decent and just Government Prosecutians
of vakious kinds now 1gunched and incuﬁating, and the unscruyuf}
laﬁs use of the Procedure Code, at legst go fsr to pyove that
exeautive mrricialdon is goling to stick at nothing, in its
campaign. The time mf trial prophesied by Mr. Gandhi is at

hand and while we are confident that repression is bound to
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