


Conference held ab Tlichinopoly on the 11th and 12th
“ April 1925. undel the presidency of the Hon’ ble -
Dewarr- Ba.badur T . N, Sivagnanhm Pillai B.A., Minis-
ter for Qevelbpment, Madras; traces the history of
~ the invention ofsSamskrit for llterary purposes and
exposes j_the culpable negligence of ‘the Tamils ‘who
have quite forgotten their inexhaustible treasury and
gone a-begging for woids unsuited to the genius of
theix language out of there glamour for novelty- It
shows;, further, how Tamil philology is.ready to
help in the formation of words from Tamil roots for
expressing new technical and scientific ideas. It also
blames the Umversmy of Madras for its'step-motherly
treatment of the Vetnaculars under the old world
‘notion that Samskrit was the mpther of the South:
Indian tongues, which no sane man, Indian or'other,
will now make bold to assert. It is high time for
reformed Madras University to disabuse itself of thif
unfortunate prepassession and to recognise the ancient
: , ness of the Tamil language and literature in the ligh
oi what Strabo, Ptolemy and Pliny, and Perip




have said aboat the Liost Tiemaria or Tamilakam as
i' the eradle of the humen race, The manifest ‘injustice
done to Tamil by the Boaxds of Studies and Examiners :
constituted of men whose knowledoe of classical Tamil
and of Tamil veligion and philosophy is, in nine cases
- out of ten, next to nothing, or,of mén between whom
| and Tamil there is no love lost, ‘or of men who, hold-
I ing subordinate positiens in the different walks of life
they pursue, have not the courage of their - conviction |
to speak oat their mmﬂs, from parely, pmdentlal
motives. The friends of Samskit, whose kith and kin
* speak the Vernaculars without an exception, tlaim for
| it the-double priyilege of a classical language and a
verracular and lord it over in the Senate and in the
- Councils, because some of them have happened to hoh
F* high offices. Racial distinction,has gone a long way to
© ignore the real merit and worth of emumnt.ly suceessful
i Tamil Pandits other than Brahman ifi the lection
~ for the Tamil Boards and to pitchfork Brahman
mediscritics in their place. With a view to weed out
| the foreign tares from the Tamil language and liter-
ature, to resuscitate precions Tamil words:and:.idioms,
 and manners and, customs which are now obsoleﬁe,
and to expunge the inarticulated Tamil prose w,hlch
in the name of easy mbelllrnblllby, has been patapon
‘the public and come into vogue and is murdering the
‘languaage itself, certain resolutions”] passed, at the con-
erence, are given in this booklet, and the most i impora’
tant of them are about the formation of a Tamil
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Academy and Library and ‘e recognjtioxﬂhy the
Madras University of the indspendence and the riches
of the Tamil language and fterature, so ‘that Tamil
may be studied independ2ntly of its ﬁin}ired for all
examinations. The Tamil people are still apathebic
' in many matters obt of igfxérance of,their storied® past?
and small brochures like this are intended to educafe
them about their ndble ancestry and vast possessions
and nike them rise $o'a sense’ of self-preservation and
self-respect in these days of scrambling for honours,
offices and ditles, Should the Tamil people once
recognise their ancient worth and their present degra= .
datior, they would throw off all stupid conventions
and impositioxgs, and respect and reverence their rich
heritage which is second to nome in its value and ini"
portands in the world. May the day come soort when
_ our mother tongue will “look the whole world in the
“face, for she owes not any man ! |

M. S, PURNALINGAM PILLAL,
15th vay 1925. o
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