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“ +.  TIRUPATI AND TIRUMALAI

Tirupati (known as Sripadapura in Sanskrit) is a
Municipal town, with a population of about 20,000
and an area of about ome and a half square miles,

. lying at the foot of a picturesque range of hills in the
‘-'Eastern Ghats, known as Seshachala. It can be
easily identified from a distance by its shape resembling
a hooded serpent. At nights, the electric lights along
the flight of steps display how the steps lead up the hill
in a zigzag way like the body of a moving serpent. -
The town is comprised in the Chandragiri Taluk of
the Chittoor district The Railway station of Tirupati
. East is pext to Renigunta Junction on the Gudur-
Katpadi section of the Madras and Southern Mahratta
Railway system. The town is easily accessible by
Rail from all parts of India. From the north and the &
north-east, the pilgrims have to alight at Gudur and
board the metre gauge train there. From the south
and the north-west they have to alight at Renigunta
and get into the other train. From the south-west,
Katpadi is the Junction where they have to change the
train. - Tirupati is about 90 miles from Madras by
. 1oad: The climate of Tirupati is neither too hot nor
too ‘cold,” except for a mont OLEK?- in summer. The
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town is healthy, being neither too damp nor too dry
and is provided with protected water supply by the
Municipality.

The town 1is increasing in importance. Though
not the Taluk centre, it has a Munsif’s court, a
Stationary Sub-Magistrate’s office, and a Sub-Regis-
trar’s Office. It is the head-quarters of the Deputy’
Superintendent of Police. There is an Oriental College
an English High School, an Oriental Research Insti-
tute and a recently started First Grade College, all
maintained from the funds of the Devasthanam- The
town has, besides, a Municipal High School and a
Government Girls’ School. A spinning and Weaving
Mill and a Paper Mill are under coustruction.. The
District Board has its Travellers’ Bungalow. ’

Tirumalai is a small town, with a permanent
population of about 3 thousand people, at an altitude
of about 2,800 ft., snugly sitnated in an amphitheatre

. surrotinded by hills. “The Village is formed along the

* four streets surrounding the Temple. Owing to the
improvements effected in sanitation and provision

Zmade for good water supply in recent years, the
malarial nature of the village has been gradually
brought under control and the pilgrims are now safe:
during all the seasons of the year. The village of
Tirumalai is about 7 miles from Tirupati by the steps
and about 12 miles by the Ghat road which has been
recently constructed by the Devasthanam at a cost of
Six lakhs of Rupees. Buses ply up the Ghat road
rom Tirupati to Tirumalai and back at regular inter-

N
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vals and .the pilgrims can now reach Tirumalai for a
small fare very comfortably without  the difficult
physical hardship of climbing the flight of steps oyer
several hills which seem to reach the stars.

II
TRADITION

The Purauas declare that much merit accrues
from a pilgrimage to Venkatachala, which is described
as the hill most dear to Vishnu and which pos-
sesses® several pools of holy water, a bath in
which confers " absolution from all sins. The
Puranic accounts of the temple are collected
in the Venkatachalamahatmya. It 1is said that
this hill was. originally one of the peaks of Mount
Mern and as a rtesult of the fight between Adisesha
and Vayu, it broke asunder and fell on the Earth.
It is also said that after the Pralaya-Kalpa, the
qupreme Being, Vishnu, revealed himself in the form
of a White Boar (Svetgvaraha) for re-creation ands
rescue of the Earth, which had been immersed in the
waters of Deluge, and having re-established the
Universe, he decided to stay on the Earth for some
time to.protect the picus and destroy the impious, and
commanded his. vehicle, Garuda to bring Kridachala
from his own Heaven (Vaz/.uutha) to the Earth and
establish it on the banks of Swami Pushkarini (God’s
Tank). + God Vishnu revealed himself under an
- ant-hill ju ‘a corner of the tank while his consort,
Padmavati, rested at Tiruchanur, self-revealed ear
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the Padmasarovara (Lotus Tank). Adivatahaswami
is enshrined in a temple on the west bank of the
Pushkarini and claims precedence of wotship over
Venkatesvara, being older than the latter.

. It is further said that the chain of Hills, on which
the temple of Venkatesvara is situated, represents the
body of the serpent, Adisesha on whom God Vishnu is
said to rest. The seven hills of Tirupati on which
Venkatachalapati stands are said to represent the
seven heads of the serpent. The tail of the serpeut is
said 1o lie in the Kurnool district on which Srisaila is
bLuilt. The temple of ‘Narasimha at Ahobila is said to
Le situated on’ the body of the serpent. :

Almost every one of the Alvars, the T'amil Vaish-
nava Saints, has praised the God of the Venkata Hill in
esoteric terms in hiso: her hymns. Their poems reflect
in detail their personal experiences in actually doing

_the pilgrimage to this temple. All the Alvars have .
.considered the God at Tirumalai as the most glorious .

- and amenable form to the devotee along with the God
at Srirangam. The great Vaishnava Acharyas have
Lcen closely associated with the worship on the hill.
Tirumalai Nambi a descendent of Nathamuni, chose
to devote himself to the service' of Venkatesvara
at ‘firumalai.  His! nephew, the famous Ramanuja-
charya, when he had risen to the headship of the
Sri  Vaishnava community, undertook the task of
reforming the ritual and modes of worship in the
temple, and placing them on a permanent basis. The
tradition established by Ramanuja is stil prescrv_ed at

.
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Tirumalai. It was also Ramanuja who installed Sri
Govindaraja in the temple at Tirupati. The town of
modern Tirupati itself is said to have been planned
by him,

III
HISTORY

The temple dates from hoary antiquity being
mentioned in Tamil Sangam poetry and by the eariy
Alvars and it is stated that the God is referred to even
in the Rguveda. 'There is a large volume of epigraphic
testimony for the antiquity of the temple which has
been published by the Devasthanam. The epigra-
phical records show that the holy temple at Tircmalai
(with the attached shrines) has always been esteemed
and patronised by the rulers of the land. The Pallava
King of Conjeevaram (830 A.D.) appears from -the

“inscriptions to be the earliest donor to the temple,
The rulers of the Chola dynasty, the Pandya kings of °
Madura and the Ballalas of Dharmasamudram laid their
treasures at the feet of Sri Venkatesvara along with
their bodies and mind. The number of benefactious
to the shrine increased with the rise of the Vijaya-
nagara Dynasty. Several kings of the first Vijaya-
nagara Dynasty made large presents to the God. The
founder of the second dynasty, Saluva Narasimhadeva,
enlarged the temple 'and regulated the wofship in it
Krishnadeva Raya, the greatest ruler of Vijayanagara,
made munificent presents to the temple. His half-
brother and successor, Achyuta | Deva, eontinued and



enlarged the benefactions. Even after the disruption
of the Vijayanagara empire and the removal of the
capital to Penukonda and later to Chandragiri, the
stream of royal benefactions did not dry up. The
latest of Royal benefactors was the local chief Matli-
kumara Anantarajayya. The statues of Krishnadeva-
raya and his consorts, Tirumaladevi and Chinnadevi,
were iustalled in his own lifetime at the portals of the
temple There is also a statue of Venkatapatiraya.
After the decline of the Vijayanagara dynasty, the
temple received gifts from the nobles and chiefs of the
other parts of the country. Raghoji Bhousle, the
Mahratta General, visited the temple and besides
making arrangements for its permanent administra-
tion, presented valuable Jewels to the God including
a great emerald which is still preserved in a box
named after him. The most notable among the dona-
tions made during recent years are those of the rulers
of Mysore state and of Gadwal in the Nizam’s Domi-
nions. The temple has further all along been recei-
ving a never-ceasing stream of offerings from the
Hindu devotees from all parts ‘of India.

_The endowments made by the rulers and nobles
of the country have not only enabled the services in
the temple to- be continued uninterruptedly, but have
also enabled several amenities to the pilgrims and the
public to'Be carried out. The routet uphill has been
patrolled for safety. Rest houses have been built for
the accommoq%txon of the pxlgnms Sanitary conve-
niences, Medical aid and watet supply have also been
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provided. Telephone communication has been estab
lished between Tirupati and Tirumalai for speedy
arrangements. Both Tirumalai and Tirupati, includ-
ing the pathway of steps, have been electrified.
The surplus revenues were not only invested in landed
_property but also used to maintain an Oriental
College and Vedapathasala for training Archakas and
Parayanadars, and two High Schools, one at “T'irupati
and the other at Vellore, for the benefit of* the public.
Recently a First Grade College was started at Tirupati
to encourage higher education. Other charitable
institutions maintained out of the funds of the Devas-
thanam are a Poor Home near Tirupati for lepers and
the infirm aud an Orphanage at Tirupati for the
destitute children. A Ghatroad has been constructed
recently for making the ascent to
Tirumalai convenient to the pil-
grims. Among the most mnotable
under-takings from out of the funds
of the Devasthanam for enhancing
the splendour of the God and the
grandeur of His festivals must be
mentioned the construction of a
Silver Car and the making of a
‘Gem-set gold Kireetam valued at
Rs. Ten lakhs.

1v s

PILGRIMAGE .
Pilgri;ns to Tirupati are met by Guides at the
several junctions of the Railway, at Gudur, Renigunta,

i L
-
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Pakala and Katpadi, who offer their services to look
after the lodging and other requirements of pilgrims.
The pilgrims will do well to be careful in selecting
the Guides. The Devasthanam has provided for all
amenities to the pilgriins and the safest course is to
follow the Devasthanam Guide with his badge on.
He will take them to one of the Devasthanam Chotl-
tries where the staff will look after the conveniences.

1. THE CHOULTRIES

There are two Choultries . maintained by the
Devasthanam in Tirupati—the New Choultry, a few
yards from the Tirupati East Railway station and the
Pushpathota Choultry on the way to the Tirumalai
hills. Both are spacious and electrified and are kept
clean and safe. In both, lodging and cooking utensils
for the use of the pilgrims are provxded free of
_ charge. The New Choultry is more spacious than

the other and is very near the Railway station. -
Besides, the Buses which. ply up the Ghat road, start
from this Choultry and pilgrims, who put up in
it, can easily book seats in them. There is a cloak-room
in which the pilgrims can deposit their luggage for
~ safety free of charge when they go up the Hills.
In addition to the main building of the choultry, there
are a large number of tenements constructed in the
same compound which are self-coutained units for
smallfamilies of pilgrims. The main building has a
few,igrm ed upstair rooms which can be had ata
nominal daily rent. There is a Restavrant in the

Choultry compound where the pilgrims, who canuot
s & ¥ :
-



CHOULTRY NEAR TIRUPATI RAILWAY STATION

DEVASTHANAM FREF:
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cook for themselves, can couveniently have their food
on paymeut at prescribed rates exhibited on the iotice
boards. The Choultry is self-contained having a
Railway Booking Office, a Branch Post Office, a
branch of the Devasthanam Co-operative Stores selling
provisions and a Free D1<peusary for the beueﬁt of
the pilgrims. ’
There are also some other private choultries in -
the town which provide accommodation for the pil-
grims among which the Choultry of the Maharajah
of Mysore in the heart of the town deserves mention.

2. KAPILATIRTHAM OR ALWARTIRTHAM

Before going uphill the pilgrims geuerally take
bath in the Kapilatirtham otherwise known as the
Alvartirtham. This is a tank with dressed stone steps
at the foot of the Hill about six furlongs to the East of
Alipiri (or Adipadi), the beginning of the steps leading
up the hills. In the rainy season the water falls in a
beautiful cataract from the Hill into the tank. The
pilgrims can bathe in the tank or under the water-fall.
On the eastern bund of the tank and at right angles
to the hill, there is a temple of Siva known as Kapiles-

_vara, which is the only Siva temple in the town.
There are four inscriptional pillars at the four corners
of the tank with Vishnu’s Chakram (Sudarsana) on
themn and the tank in comsequence is also known as
Sudarsana Tirtham. To the south of the tank, there
is a temple of Sri Naminalvar and from the presence
of this temple in its vicinity, the tank got its name of
Alvar-tirtham. To the north-west corner of the tank
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there is a cave wherein is an idol of Narasimha. It
‘is stated that a subterranean passage exists through
this to the far-away Tirumalai. :

The Tirtham is about two miles from the town
“and pilgrims may walk the distance or engage jatkas
or single bullock carts for hire. The Oriental College,
the Oriental Institute and the First Grade College are
isituated on the way to the Tirtham.

3. JOURNEY TO TIRUMALAIL.

- The pilgrim can fix in consulatation with- the
Choultry Superintendent as to how and when he can
go up the hill. The Choultry Superintendent will
supply him all the information and assistance mneces-
sary. " The pilgrim can take one of the buses which
ply at regular intervals from the New Choultry to
Tirumalai. The buses are under the direct control of
the Devasthanam. The pilgrim can book seats in the
‘bus with the Choultry Superintendent and can pur-
chase tickets at the Motor Transport Office atthe
time of starting. As a general rule only those who
book their seats in advance with the Superintendent
can get tickets at the Booking Office,

Some pilgrims may prefer to walk the entire dis-
tance to the temple of Venkatesvara uphill. The route
of steps is well maintained. It is patrolled and there
are rest houses or Mandapams here and there for the
pilgrims to take rest. There are water-sheds for drink-
ing water. The route is further made safe - for
pilgrims by the installation of electric lights all through
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FIRST HILL VIEW

the way. The gradients of the steps are not steep
excepl the first hill. The route passes through pictu-
resque scenes and the morning ascent, though tiring
upto the top of the first hill, or Galigopuram, is easy
and bracing. The journey by foot takes about three
hours while the bus takes only a third of the time.
Starting early in the morning at about 4 o’clock the
pilgrim can reach Tirumalai in time for the morning
Darsanam. The buses start from 5 A, M. There are
two kinds of buses, the First class and the Second
class. The First class bus fare is Rs. 1—i4—0 and

"the Second class bus fare is Rs. 1—3—0 per head.

.
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There are two temples on the route of steps to
Tirumalai. The first is that of Narasimhaswami which
is at a distance of four miiles from Tirupati. ‘The tem-
ple is not under the management of the Devasthanam.

" The second temple is that of Bhashyakara (Ramanuja).
It is stated that this temple is built at the place
where the famous Ramanuja rested for a while, while
ascending the hills on his knees. . The daily offerings
to this temple come from the temple of Venkateswara.

There are two towers one at the foot and the
other at the top of the first hill. The fiist is called
the Alipirigopuram and the second is called the
Galigopuram. This tower is visible from a great

distance. ‘T'he distance between the two towers is
about a mile.

4. 'IRUMALAI ACCOMMODATION FACI!LITIES

On arrival at Tirumalai the pilerin may go to
the Enquiry Office and fix up his lodging and other
arrangements with the officers there. ‘I'he office has
been established by the Devasthanam for the convye-
nience of the pilgrims. There are many choultries
uphill maintained by the Devasthanam and the
pilgrim can get accommodation at any one of them.
The chief and largest of these is the Thousand Pillared
Mandapam. It is now partitioned and converted into
lodgings for the accommodation of the pilgrims. All
the lodges are provided with eletric lights and water
taps. Utensils are also supplied to the pilgrims for
cooking their food. Provisions can be purchased at a
branch of the Devasthanam Co-operative stores located

"
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in one of the rooms in the Mandapam. There isa
Police station. also in the Mandapam to ensure safety
to the pilgrims.

Besides the above Mandapam, there are other
buildings for the residence of the pilgrims. They are

‘what are called the North Mada Sheds to the north of

the temple containing spacious rooms for the accommo-
dation of the pilgrims. There is also the Diwanam
Building very mnear the temple for the use of the
pilgrims. There is another choultry maintained by
the Devasthanam called the Pithapuram Chatram
which is situated to the west of the temple by the side of
the Mysore Maharaja’s Chatrams. The Devasthanam
has recently constructed blocks of cement buildings
containing tenements for the accommodation of small
families of pilgrims. There are at present four such
blocks, each containing five suites of rooms. In ad-
dition to these the Devasthanam has put up a pilgrim
shed in the neighbourhood of the Alwar tank where
pilgrims may stay and rest. The old Vicharanakarta’s
Office building has also now been converted into a
choultry for the accommodation of pilgrims.

The Devasthanam is also maintaining a Travel-
lers’ Bangalow for the accommodation of Government
and other officers visiting Tirumalai on duty.

The names of the different rest houses are enu-
merated below. :
1. Thousand Pillared Mantapam.
2 do. Upstair roowms (25)
3. Diwanam Building.
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4. V. K.s Office Building.

‘5. - Sub-station cement block—*‘ Ramanujakutam.”

6. Doly Mantapam cement block * Sriniketham.”

7. Alwar Tank cement block * Anantha Vilas.”
Pithapuram Choultry. -

9. Ethiraja Ashramam.

10. Medara Mantapam. : :

11. : North Mada cement block ** Varahanivas.”

12. N. M. Zinc Sheds—* Kripa Vilas.”

In addition to these chonltries maintained by the
Devasthanam, there are others at ‘Tirumalai where
pilgrims may rest, the: chief among them being the
Choultnes of the Maharajah of Mysore.

Feod oﬁ'ered to the Deity is provided to the pil-
gnms by\the;Devasthanam at Ramanujakutam within.
the temple premises free of charge. The Mysore
Maharajah’s choultry offers a free midday-meal to,
Brahmans. - Others can mess in.the Devasthanam-
controlled Hotel near the Enquiry Office. © There are
other hotels. also catering for the needs of the pilgrims.,

5. KATLYANAKATTA

Almost every pﬂgnm to Tirumalai offers his hau
to God :Venkatesvara in fulfilment of his vow. The
Devasthanam has made arrangements for having the
pilgrims shaved at a particular place at the outskirts’
of Tirumalai called the Kalyanakatta. The pilgrims
can have their vowof offering hair to the God fulfilled
‘here by paying a prescribed. fee.
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6. SACRED TANK

Before going to the Darsanam of the God the
pilgrims bathe in the holy tank called the Swami
Pushkarini. ‘The sacredness of this tank is highly
praised in the Puranas. Itis said to be the source
of all the Holy rivers like Ganga. A bath in the tank
-is, said to absolve all sins. It is very near the north
wall of the temple. [n the centre of the tank there
is a stone pavilion with beautiful carved pillars.
The Chakram of the Deity is taken to the tank for
bath ou the Vaikuntha Dwadasi day in the month of
Dhanus (December—January) when innumerable pil-
grims bathe in the tank along with the Deily. Itis
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said that even Gods come and take their bath in the
tank and all the holy waters of the earth flow into the
_ tank on that day.

. 7. TEMPLE

After taking a bath in the holy tank, tie pilgrim
goes. into the temple to have the Darsanam of the
God. ) The temple is of hoary antiquity and the God
in it is self-revealed. It is said that Sri Maha Vishnu
has conie down from his abode, Vaikuntha, to stay at
Tirumalai to reclaim humanity in this Kali age of
sins.

The temple is a masterpiece of the best Dravidian

type of architecture with its Gopuram or main tower

- facing the east. The Vimana or the Sanctuary is
completely covered with gold plate and is known as

Anandanilaya (Abode of Pleasure). The temple con-

sists of three enclosures or Prakarams. The pilgrims

can go round the sanctnary (Garbhalaya) in three

Pradakshinams. The first is called the Sampangi

Pradakshinam which is immediately after the outer

gate called the Padikavali. There are two wells in

this Pradakshinam, namely the Viraja and the Poola-

bavi, ‘The flowers used by the deity are thrown in the

latter. The bronze statues of Krishnadevaraya and

his consorts and of Venkatapatiraya and the stone

statues of Achyutaraya and his wives are found erected

near the outer gate. The copper statues of Todar

Mall, the Minister of Akbar and his wives are also

- found in this Pradakshinam. The pavilions of the
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'Tirumalaraya and Ranganayaka, the store rooms of
provisions, the Ramanujakutam and the flowers-room
are in this enclosure.

Just before the second gate is the gold pillar called
the Dhvajastambham and in front of it is the golden '
altar called the Balipitham. The second Pradakshinam
*is called the Vimanapradakshinam because it is imme-
diately round the Garbhagriha. The Lkitchen, the -
Yagasala, the Kalyauamantai)am, the vahanam rooms
and the Parimalam room are in this Pradakshinam.
The shrines of Vakulamalika, Yoga Narasimha,
Varadaraja. Ramanuja, Senadhipati and Garuda are
also in this Pradakshinam. There is one well in this
Pradakshinam called the Bangarubavi (Golden well),
the water of which is used in the kitchen. ’The third
Pradakshinam 1is called the Vaikunthapradakshinam
which goes round the Sanctuaty on the sides and the
back, i.e., South, West and North. It is always kept
closed and is opened only on one day in the year, the
Vaikuntha FEkadasi, the eleventh day in the bright
tortnight of the month of Dhanus (December Jauuzu,y)'

and closed on the next day. <

Just before the third gate, which leads into the
Sanctuary (Garbhagriha) and which is covered with
gold plates and therefore called the Bangaruvakili, there
is the front pavzlxon ca]]ed the Tirumuhamaniman-
dapa or Rangamandapa. It is completely enclosed on
all sides by iron bars and the office of the Parpatyadar,

/e officer in charge of the Temple, and the Ggﬁ
Hundi are situated in it. After passing through
9

s
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Bangaruvakili, the pilgrim can have the Darsanam of
the God. The God in this temple is in five forms
which are commonly known as:
1. Sri Venkatesvara or Mula (Dhruva) Beramu.
2, Sri Malayappaswami varu or Utsava Beramu.
3. Sri Bhoga Srinivasamurthi or Kauthuka
Beramu.
4. Koluvu Srinivasamurthi or Snapana Beramu.
5. Ugra Srinivasamurthi or Bali Beramu.
8. TEMPLE OF VARAHASWAMY
This temple is on the western bank of the Holy
tank (Swami Pushkarini). This temple is stated to be
older than the temple of Venkatesvara, Pilgrims to
Tirumalai will have Varahaswami's Darsanam before
they have that of Venkatesvara. Daily offerings are
also made to Venkateswara only after they are made to
Varahaswami, ‘
9. DARSANAM.
Pilgrims are admitted into the presence of the
CGod to have his Darsanam three times a day free of
charge. The first is early in the morning at about 7
or 8 o'clock, a little after the doors are opened in the
morning and the God is formally awakened. Pilgrims
who ascend the hill starting early in the morning will
generally be just in time for this which is called the
Visvarupadarsanain.
The second Darsanam is at midday which is there-
fore called the Midday-darsanam. The third isin the
evening at about 7 or 8 o’clock. This is called the
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Night—darsanarﬁ. The three Darsanams will continue
sufficiently long to allow all the pilgrims to have a view

¥

‘ANANDA NILAYAM,

of the God i.e, they will last generally so long as
ther& are pilgrims desiring it. So there is no necessity
for the pilgrims to rush in. But the pilgrims ‘are ad-
vised not to stay long in the presence of the God as
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otherwise they will be causing delay for the Darsanam
of other pilgrims and for the different services to God.

Pilgrims who want to enjoy the sight of waving

~ of light (HARATI) to God, have to pay One Rupee in

the office uphill and obtain a ticket for the same. They

will have to present the ticket to the officiating priest

when they go for the Darsanam of God when the
waving of the light (HARATI) will be performed.

On Thursdays there is no night Darsanam and on
Fridays there are no morning and midday Darsanams.
The reason for thisis that on Thursday evening the
God is decorated with flower garlands which will be
removed .only in the midday on Friday for the holy
bath (Abishekam). There is no free or Dharmadarsa-
nam of God decorated with flower garlands. Every
pilgrim will have to pay a fee of one Rupee for this
Poolangt Darsanam, either in the evening on Thursday 4
or in the morning on Friday. .

10. SERVICES (sEvas)

The daily services are regularly rendered to the
God. Besides the free or Dharma-darsanam,j the
pilgrims are permitted to have Darsaram of the God
during certain services (Sevas) on payment of fixed
fees, 'The following are the services.

(1) Suprabhata. —The service of formal awakcn-
ing of God by reciting verses. Pilgrims are not admit-
ted during this service. i

~ (2) Suddhi.—Cleaning of the temple. Pil;ﬂﬁs
are not admitted during this service. : TR
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(3) Thomalaseva-— This is the service of decorating,
the God with flower garlands during the daily adora-
tion. Pilgrims are allowed to witness this service to
God on payment of a fee, which is Rs. 13. A family
not exceeding five persons is allowed into the temple
for one ticket. Pilgrims who pay the fee can remain
in the temple from the beginning to the end of the
service which takes nearly an hour and can have
Darsanam of the God for a sufficiently long time,
during which the devotees can have darsanam of the

Lord’s feet and also the abishekam for Boghamurthi
with milk.

(4) Koluvu,—This is the Durbar service. Koluvu
Srinivasamurthi is brought on a silver throune into.
the Rangamandapam in front of the Gold gate. The
daily Panchangam and the accounts of the.prevmus
day are read out before the Deity.

(5) Sahasranama Archana.—This is the service
of worshipping the God with Tulasi accompanied by
the recitation of the thousand names of God. Pilgrims
are allowed to witness this service on paying a fee of
Rs. 7/-. Each ticket entitles four persons to attend
the service which lasts for about half-an-hour. At{the
end of the service, every pilgrim who attendsjit willjbe

announuced to God and His blessings are invoked upon
him and his family.

(6) Nivedana.—The service of offering Prasa-
dams to God. The great bell is kept ringing during this
service. After Bali, the offering of Prasadams to all the
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minor Gods round the temple, Sattumorai or reciting
of the Divyaprabandam is conducted. A

(7) Ashtottara Archana.—This is similar _to_the
above Archana but during this worship only _the, 108
names of Ged will be recited. AdIle‘fSSiOﬂ,lp‘this' service
alsg is by tickets at Rs. 7/- per ticket. Four persous’
are admitted for this seva for cach ticket.

After another Nivedana, the golden door of the
temple will be closed. The evening services commence
again with Suddhi (cleaning), Thomala (Flower deco-
ration), Archana (worship), aud Nivedana. No pilgrim
is admitted during these evening services.

(8) Ekantha Seva.—This 1is the last seva for :
the day; when Sri Bhogamurthi is to rest for the
night in a velvet cushioned silver cot with Music
played by Thallapakam mirasi people. Milk and fruit
are offered and distributed among the persons present.
Pilgrims are ailowed to witness this sevajon tickets at
the rate of Rs. 13. Five persons will be admitted for
each ticket. :

After this service the doors of the temple will be,
closed and sealed for the day.

(9) Abhishekam.—This is the service of cere-
monious bath to God. This is performed only on
Fridays. This service lasts for more than an hour.
Pilgrims are allowed to witness this service but they -
will have to purchase tickets at the office for Re. 1/-
each per head. s : e
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- The services (sévas).‘are so conducted that all
»"pi]grims.whgn.gt_tgndithex_n" can have good Darsanam
 of©od it the best possible manner. The three Free
“or-Dharma._Darsarg s come between services (1) and
(2); (6) 45 (-amd (@Y and (8).

10. Dhanurmasa Darsanam — During this month, .
there will not be any Dharma Darsanam for Visva-
rupam and during the special Puja in the morning
Bilvarchana is done, and for Ekantaseva instead of
Bhégamurthi, Sti Krishna will be the occupant of the
silver cot dnring nights. ‘

11. OFFERINGS

The Devotees make large offerings to God. They
may be deposited in the Hundi which is kept near the
Parpatyadar’s office at the Golden gate. It is easily
accessible to the Devotees. The best way of offering
", presents in money and kind to God is to put them in the

Hundi. Valuable Ornaments, Jewels, clothes etc.,
can also be handed over to the Parpatyadar who will
pass a receipt for them. If the gifts (jewels and
clothes) are intended by the devotee to be used for the
. actual decoration of the God, then he has to deposit
~ in the Devasthanam a sum equal to the cost of the
gift, according to the ancient custom of the temple.
It is only then that the gifts are used to adorn the God.

12, PRASADAM

. The pilgrims can get Prasadam (Free holy food)
from the Ramanujakutam after the seeond Darsanam
is over. . In normal times all pilgrims can get it.
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The more impoftant
‘Sandal paste and Campho
to God. ‘The Sandal paste

(R &1 yyith civet oil apnied
' i to God 2 & i
Y \kv. oL

in-small quantltles at the mORECE &
balance will be in,the custody of HE¥gipatyadar.

The Camphor powder applied to the God’s face every
Friday will be removed every Thursday and this too
will be in the custody of the Parpatyadar. These are
considered to be very holy Prasedams and small
-quantities of these can be obtained from the Officer by
the devotees.

The pilgrims can have special kinds of foods
prepared and offered to God on payment of iprescribed
sums of money. The money can be paid in the office
of the Parpathyadar and a receipt obtained for it. The
food will be prepared, offered to God and given to the
pilgrim in the course of the day. In this way Kesari-
bhat and other kinds of food and I.addu and other
kinds of sweet-meats can be got by the pilgrims.

Pilgrims who cannot afford to pay large sums of
‘maney for the above kinds of God’s Prasadams, can
purchase sugar candy, cocoanut kernel, cashew. nuts
ete., for small amounts and get them offered to God by
paying a sum in the office equal to the value of the
article to be offered. %

. 18. SPECIAL FESTIVALS

Pilgrims can hgve special festivals celebrated in
the prescribed manmer by paying fixed fees. Such
festivals will be conducted in the aftemoous _after the




st the end of the second
Brahmotsavams (five varie-
lyanotsavams, and Vaha-
nasev#s can be got<p ed in  this manner by the
pxlgnin?' “&%M anam makes all arrangements
for the proﬁer'cona‘uct of these festivals in the most
religious manner, - : = : >

'i'?erhple doors are closed:
N!@gdﬂna service. S‘pecé‘
ties), ‘-V§Santotsav 2

14, HOLY WATERS

Tnere are some beautlful and sacred waters in

different places on the hill. The pilgrim may bathe
in all or at least some of them as they are made sacred
and famous by penances performed at them by sages

who were devotees of Sn Venkatesvata The important
among them are :

1) Vazkunthatzrtha —Tlns isata d1stance of about
two m1les to the north east of the temple. The water
flows out of a cave which is known a Vazkunthaguha

(2) szdavattn!ha —Th]s isata dlstance of about

a mile to the northwest of the temple. A bath in this
is said to dlspel all sorrow.

(38) Jabalitirtha. ——ThlS is at i d1stance of ‘about
2 miles to the north of the temple: Saint Jabali is said
to have performed: penance here. ‘Saint ‘Agastya is said
to have lived -here for several ‘years worshipping
Venkatesvara. A bath in this is believed not only to-
dispel all sins but also to drive away spirits inhabiting
the body.

(4) Gogarbhatzrtha —is at a '{h;tence of one mile
from the temple.
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5) Akasagag«gaf-s,fl‘his is at a distaﬁce of about
two miles to the north, of the temple. The water falls
in a cataract. Anjana, thesmother of Hanumant is said

AKASAGANGA

to have practised penence here for 12 years before
giving birth to her sou. Every day three vessels filled
with water from here are taken to the temple’ for the

" worship of God.
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(6) Papavinasana.-—This is at a distance of about
three miles to the north of the temple. A bath in this
is supposed to confer salvation.

(7) Chakratirtha.—This is at a distance of about
2 miles to the north west of the temple.

(8) Ghonatirtha.—This is at a distance of abouf
1 mile to the north of the temple. (This is in the midst.
of a thick forest).

(9) Ramakrishnatirtha.—This is at a distance of
about 6 miles to the north of the temple.

(10) Kumaratirthg.—This is at a distance of about

three miles to the north west of the above Papavina-
sana.

(11) Thumburutirtha.—This is at a distance of
about 10 miles to the north of the temple. (Thisis in
the midst of a thick forest).

Note.—Almost every devotee wvisit the Akasa-
ganga, Papavinasana and Gogarba thirthams. The
last three thirtams gain jmportance in the three full-
moon days of Thai, Masi and Panguvi Tamil months
respectively on which dates it is said all the holy
waters of Ganges ete. join in the thirtams for the
benefit of the human beings to cast off all sins by
their bathing in them on these days.

15. RETURN TO TIRUPATI

For returning to Tirupati, the pilgrim can book a
seat in the bus for the journey down-hill by intimating
to the Choultry Superintendent at Tirumalai. Or the

_»
-
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pilgrim may prefer to descend the hills on foot. -The
descent, of course, is not so difficult as the ascent.
The best time of the day to descend is the after-noon.
Starting ai about 3 or 4 p.M, the pilgrim can be
in Tirupati before 7 p.M. He may again put up in
one of the Devasthanam Choultries to complete his
pilgrimage. Generally pilgrims are permitted to stay
at a stretch only for three days in any Devasthanam
Choultry. If for any reason the pilgrim is obliged to
exceed the time limit, he may obtain the permission
of the Choultry Superintendent to overstay for a day-
or two. 3 :

_Tn addition to the pathway of steps from Tirupati,
there is another pathway from the Chandragiri side.
_Some pilgrims prefer to go up and down by this flight
of steps. Although the gradient is sleeper by these
stevs, the advantage is that these steps lead directly to
the top of the hill on which the temple of Venkates-
wara is situated and so the route is shorter being a
little less than 2 miles while the pathway of steps from.
Tirupati is 7 miles. But the distance from the Rail-
way Station Chandragiri is 5 miles.

\7
TEMPLES IN TIRUPATI. A
Pilgrims to Tirumalai generally visit the temples .
at Tirupati on their return from Tiramalai. The

temple of Govindarajaswami is very near the Railway
station. The imposing tower of the temple (Gopuram)
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will be visible from a great distancé on the Railway
line, as also the Galigopuram ou the top of the first
hill.  The temple is: béﬁeveﬁ to be built and the God
in it consecrated by the great Vaishnava teacher,
Ramanujacharya. The modern town of Tirupati is
also said to be planned by him round the temple.
Round this main temple there are small temples dedi-
cated to Audal (Beebinac—chéhl), Krishua, Ramanuja,
Tirumalanambi, Vedantadesika, Manavalamahamuni
and others '

Towards the northern end of the town stands the
temple to Rama or Raghunatha commonly known as
Kothandaramaswami. This temple is reputed to be
consecrated by Jambavant.

Temples in honour of some Vaishnava Saints,
namely Nammalvar, Tirumangaialvar, Periyalvar,
Kulasekhara, are also found in Tirupati. There are
-several other temples also _i}l the town,

VI
TIRUCHANUR

This is a small town about 3 miles to the east of
“Tirupati. It is said that the ancient Sage Suka
performed pen=nce at this place. The place may be
reached by rail alighting at the Chirtanur station
between Tirupati East and Renigunta., But the station

" isabont 1} miles from the town and no facilities are
_available at the station to travel the distance of 13
aniles.  So pil_grinis generally prefer 1o go there from
“Tirupati by bus or Jatka or single bullock cart



SRI PADMAVATHI THAYARLO
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TEMPLE OF PADMAVATI

There is a temple dedicated to Padmavati at
Tiruchanur. The Puranas say that she is the consoit
of God Venkateswara. So pilgrims to Tirupati, it is
said, should not go away without paying a visit to her
temple. The goddess is believed to have revealed
herself ou a Lotus in the tank adjoining the temple
named Padmasarovaram. The birthday is still cele-
brated under the name Pancham)tlrtham on the ninth
da.y of the Brahmotsavam of the Goddess. There is

a beautlful stone pavﬂlon in the middle of Padma-
sarovaram. g5 oo

Thus closes the 1tmetaty qf the :
malai-Tirupati =~

lgdm to Tiru-




APPENDIX I
. FESTIVALS
MONTHLY

1. On Srgvananakshatram.—The God is said to
have been revealed under this Nakshatram. So every
* month on this day, the God is bathed and taken round
the temple in procession and placed for some time in
the Rangamandapam for giving Darsanam to Devotees.

2. On Rohininakshatram.—This is the birth
Nakshatram of Sri Krishna. Similar festival is con-
ducted for Sri Krishna on this day.

3. On A4rdra.—This is the birth Nakshtram of
Ramanuja. So God is taken in procession along with
Ramanuja and placed for some time in the pavilion
before the temple of Ramanuija.

4. On Punarvasu.—This is the birth Nakshatram
of Sri Rama., A festival fo Rama is performed on
thxs day, ' : :
i 5 On Uttarabhadra —This is the bu'th Naksha-
tram of the Mahataja of Mysore. A festival is
performed on this day with God in the i ivory. pa]anqum
presented by the Maharaja..

g On Dvadasi.—A festival. is performed on thls
day which is endowed by the Gadwal state. P

_ ANNUAL

il Vasantotsavam —This festival is performcd
every year for 3 days from the 13th to the 15th day of
the bright fortnight of Chaitra.

3
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2. Nityotsavam.—This festival takes place for
40 days from the Telugu New Year's day.

8. Floating festivai.—The God is rowed in pro-
cession in the tank on a beautifully decorated float for
5 days. On the first and second days Lord Krishna
with Rukmani and Sri Ramulu Varu are taken igto-
the float respectively and on the last 3 days Sri Venka-
teswara, will adorn the float.

4. Brahmotsavam.—'This is performed for nine
days during Navarartii in Asvayuja month. But when
an additional or intercalary month appears in'a year
this festival is performed in the month of Bhadrapada.

Then an additional Navaratri festival is performed in
that year. =

5. Dhanurmasotsavam.—'This is performed every
day, eatly in the morning, during the whole of the
month (from about 15th December to 14th January).
The Ekadasi in the bright fortnight of this month is
called Mukkoti Ekadasi. The third or  inpermost
Pradakshina is opened only on this day. Early in the
morning on the next day, the God goes for bath in the
Swami Pushkarini. A bath at that time in the tank
is said to be very meritorious. The gates of the

-\@kunthapradakshma -are closed in the evening on
Dvadasi.

6. . Adhyayanotsavam.—This festival is conducted
for 25 days before and after Vaikuntha Ekadesi, which
comes in the middle. The prior festival is a day
festival and the Jater festival i isa mght‘&s‘hva'l

-
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; 7. Rathasaptami.—This festival takes place on
the 7th day in the bright fortnight of the month of
Magha. The festival lasts the whole day and God will
be taken in processions in one Vahanam after another
for 7 times. So this festival is styled as a contracted
Brahmotsavam.

.

: ASTHANAMS

JIn addition to the above processional festivals
there are a few festivals iz which the God is seated in
the Rangamandapam during the festival. Such festi-
vals are called Asthanams. :

). Telugu New Year's day asthanam.—The year’s
Panchangam is read out (Panchangasravanam) to the
‘God. ; . ? 3

2. Anivarag-asthanam.—This takes place on the
first day of the month of Karkataka (middle of July).

3. Deepavali-asthanam.—This takes place on the
Divali day. : ; '

APPENDIX II
PROGRAMME OE BRAHMOTSANAM

Evening ... Ankurarpana.
. Senadhipati Procession.
dst Day ... Morning... Dhvajarohana. o
Venkateswara will be ﬁé’h
in His coat-of-mail inset
with diamonds and other -
precious stones: or ' his
golden pedestal.
Eveninéa;zm?B:i_g Seshavahanam.
B
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9d ,, ... Morning ... Small Seshavahanam °
Evening ... Hamsavahanam.

3d ,, Morning ... Simhavahanam.
; Evening ... Muthupandili~Pearl Palan-
quin.

o
°

4th ,, ... Morning ... Kalpavriksha-Kalpa Tree.
: Evening ... Sarvabhupalavahana m.

5th ,, ... Morning ... Mohini Avataram—Pallaki
Evening ... Garudavahanam.

"6th ,, ... Morning ... Hanumanthavahanam.
Evening ... Vasantotsavam.
Evening ... Gajavahanam.

}7th ey Morning ... Suryaprabha.
' Evening ... Chandraprabha.

 8th , .. Morning ... Rathotsavam—Car festival.
Evening ... Asvavahanam.

9th ., ... Morning Pallaki Utsavam-Palanquin
festival — Purnahbisheka—
Bathing festival. !

ot Evening ... Dhvajavarohanam.

. . Note:—The same programme with slight varia-
.hons is. followed in the case of Govindarajaswami,
Kodandatamaswamx and Padmavatlamma Brahmot-
savams, .
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APPENDIX 1II

ARGITAM SCHEDULE

z ; Rs. A. P.

- Harathi each 1 0 O
i) Darsanams. Shs :

1. Thomalaseva 13 0 0

2. Archana s 7 0O

3. Ekantaseva 13 0 O

4. Pulangi ‘1 0 0

5. Abhishekam : 1 0 0

Note.—For (1) and (3) five persons will be admitted for each
ticket ; and for (2) onmly four persons for each
ticket ; and for (4) and (5) admission is for each
ticket holder only.

(ii) Sevas.

1. Amantranotsavam G 100220505
2. Pulangi 60 0 O
3. Abhishekam Full 450 0 O
4. Gambhura Vessel 250 0 O
5. Civet Vessel 85 0 O
6. Musk Vessel 50 0 O
7. Japhara Vessel 65 0 0

_ 8. Sahasrakalasa Abhisheka ... 1005 0 O
9. Tiruppavada-Full .. 1400 0 O
10. Tiruppavada-Partial ... 700 0 O
11. Abhisheka Kovil Alvar ... 500 0 O

Note.—(1) 10 persons will be admitted during the services of
Thomala and Archana in the morning, And for
Ekantha Seva during the night for the day. They
will also be given Pongali prasadam in the noon
and Dosalu in the night after Nivedana. One
Rupee has to be paid for Datham additionally.

e
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(2) During this service, 10 persons are admitted for
: Darsanam. Sy

(3) to (7) For all these sevas only 10 persons are ad-
mitted for Abhisekham. For item 3, the Abhisheka
Samanulu will be given in the hands of the party
for being taken into the Bangaru Vakili with ~the
procession : for other items 4 to 7, the particular
items only will be given in the hands of the
party for similar purposes. Sree Vari Prasadams’
of Tirtham, Chandanam and Sree Padarenu will
be given. ¢
(8) to (11) These are a day’s function each and the
party will be given prasadams, Vada, Laddu,
Appam, Dosai etc., besides Vastra Bahumanam
: ; at the end of the functions..
‘GENERAL ; Additional one Rupees have to be paid for Datham
and Harathi purposes as per custom as occasions

demand.
(iil) Utsavams. Rs. A, P.
1. Vasantotsavam 2 .. 2000 0 O
2. Brahmotsavam Istclass ... 1005 0 0
; Bad T = a0k 0° 0
- G y 3xd =y 650 0 O
: 4th ,, 570 0 ©
Bth . n ..o 525:0 0O
” 3. Kalyanotsavam ... 350 O O
. 4 Vahanaseva with diamond
s coat-of-mail Kalpavriksha
.4  or Sarvabhupala 48 e 61 0 O
. 5. Vahanaseva without diamond :
: coat-of-mail
Golden Garuda ... 42 0 ©O
e Kalpavriksha wes 41 .0 O
.-~ Big Sesha : 41 0 o
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: ‘, i Rsir iA. P
Sarvabhupala S sl BSOS )
= Suryaprabha L 41 0 O
Pallaki B L 41 0 O
Silver Garuda g 0
Chinna Sesha 10 O -
£ ? Chandraprabha 2170 O
Elephant 2t°0° 0
Horse 21 0 O
Lion ees 21 0 O
Swan 21 6 O
Silver/Pirvehis! - % s 2191000

Note.— (1) Vasantotsavam :—Conducted for ten days or
lesser number of days as per the convenience of
of the party. Vastra Bahumanam, Chandanam
andSree Padarenu etc. will be given to the party.

(2) Brahmotsavam :—For 1st Class, 20 persons and |
10 persons for the other classes of Brahmotsavam
will be admitted for Tomala Seva, Archana and.
night Ekantha Seva, each day of the I:uerforma.nojZ
ol the Utsavam—which may be conducted for8
days a lesser no. according to the conveniencefof
the party. Pongal and Dosalu will be gweﬂﬁ to- -
the party on days of the Utsavam. At the qdy
Vastra Bahumanam Sree Vari Prasadams of
"Sandal and Sreepadarenu will be given. -

(3) Celebration of marriage :—At the close of ‘the
Function Vasthra Bahumanam, Thirtha, Chan-
danam, Sree Padarenu etc., prasadams wi
given as per mamool besides Laddu, Vadas,

* Appam, Dosalu and food prasadams.

(5) The Vahanam Sevas:—Besides the payment

of the schedule mtes, the 'worshipper is bound to-

e
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pay Re. 1/- for each Vahanam additional for
Harati, One Vada or one Manoharam will be
given to the Grihasta for each Utsavam.
“GENERAL ; Additional one/Rupees have to be paid for Datham
and Harathi purposes as per custom as occasions

demand.
«(iv) Food offerings. Rs. A. P.
1. Dadhyodana 48 0 O g
** 2. Pulihora 50 0 O
3. Pongali 60 0 O
4. Sakkarapongali 70 0 0
5. Sakarbhat 75 0 0
6. Kesaribhat e 8 0 0
7. Payasam G 80 0 O
8. Sira e 16050 Q)
¥ Note :—Prasadams will be given to the party after niveda-
2 nam.
“(v) Pallu offerings.
‘ 1. Laddu sty U C )
© 2. Vada : 65 0 0
= 3. Poli 45 0 O
4. Dosa 50 0 0
5. Appam 60 0 O
- 9 86. Tenatola 55 0 0
7, Sukhee b1 800D
8. Manoharam 70 0 0O
- 9. Jilebe o 125500
_ 10, Uukaya Chatni - the fruit must} e
. be supplied by the pilgrim.
Note :—For each of the -offerings, 30 Paniyarams will be

. L given to the Grihasta who pays for it.
S Eerteare e ,".1"’/“"""'1"‘“"’:"’*"-@’9‘“}@ B
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APPENDIX IV

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS OF SERVICES OR SEVAS.

S. No.

1.
2.

3.

N,

9,
10.

11.
12,
13.

- 14.
15.

Programme of Daily Worship.
Fee & other Approxi-

AR details mate time
Suprabhata Private 7 AM.
Visvarupadarsanam Free . 7-30 AM.

g : 13-0-0 9 AM.
Thomalaseva

for 5 persons.
Koluvu (Can be seen form } e 10 = aiar
outside the gratings) e

Archana (with 1000 names) 7—0-0 for
4 persons 10-30 A.M,

Naivedyam (1st Bell) Private 12 Noon
Midday Darsanam ~ Free 1 _pPM. €

Archana (with 108 Names) 7—0-0 for
4 persons . 3 P.M.1

Naivedyam (2nd Bell) Private 4 P.M

Arjitam Feéstivals for
which the pilgrims have} 5 P

paid. 2
Tomalaseva
Archana Private 8-30%e.
Naivedyam (3rd night = o 0
bell) -
Night  Darsanam Free 9 P.M.

Ekantaseva or Panpuseva 13-0-0 for i
. 5 persons 10- 30,&’.M.

Note :—There is no free 'Darsanam in the night on.

Thursdays. There is only flower garland Dar.
sauam... Ticket-Re. 1- O@Qﬁgez head.~
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There is no free-Darsanam in the morning on
Fridays. There is only flower garland Darsanam. This
is not free. Ticket Re. 1-0-0 per head.

Abhishekam is performed every Friday at about
1 p.M. This is not free. Ticket Re. 1-0-0 per head.

Tomalaseva and Archana on Fridays 4 or 5§ P.M.

Free Darsanam on Fridays 5 or 6 P.M.

There is no free Darsanam in the night on Fridays.

APPENDIX V
~ BUS TIMINGS
Buses go up and- down Tiru-
malai three times a day. There are
buses owned and managed by the
Devasthanam. They start in Tiru-
pati at the back gate of the New

s
»
% ‘Choultry where the Motor Transport Office is situated

and in Tirumalai at the Euqmry Office.

A Buses proceeding to Ti:umalai will start

t the New Choultry every half an hour cr
Oftener between the hours 5 and 7-30 A.M.;
0 and I1I-45 A.M. and 2-30 and 4-30 P.M.

~  Likewise the buses will start from Tiru-
'%al Eunquiry Office to Tirupati Choultry at
y half an hour or oftener between the
hours 7-30 A.M. and 9-30 A.M.; I2-15 and 2-15
P.M. and 5 P.M. and 7 P.M.
First Class Bus fare: Rs. 1—14—0 per head.
Second Class Bus fare : Rs. 1—3—0 per head.
Luggage  over' 10 lbs. per each ticket will be




' KOPPARA HUNDI

CAUTION

TO UNWARY PILGRIM.

1. Al oﬁ"ermgs should be ﬁlaced in the H
&ept for the ﬁurfasz at»the golden gate of Sree Veﬁ,-
‘teswara at Txfumalal or ‘h\arﬁd them over at
Parpathyadats Ofﬁce and obt"am receipts therefo

2. The attempts of the authorities are to see that
‘the pdg'nmage is rendered possxble at the mini
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. to Tirupati without spending a pie by alighting in
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3. The pilgrim is requested not to give presents
either in kind or in cash to any of the Devasthanam
servants for services rendered in discharge of their
duties.

4. Complaints in regard to the conduct of the
servants employed in the Choultries and the Temp}es'
will haveito be made to the respective Choultry Super-
intendents at Tirupati and Tirumalai and the respec-
tive Managers of the temples.

5. The Devasthanam authorities will be very
thankful-and will always welcome any useful and
constructive suggestions from devotees for improving

the religious, spiritual and even secular services of the
administration.

6. Finally a poor man can complete pilgrimage

'ng)evasthanam Choultry, taking temple Prasadams at

the time of the distribution in the temples ; and having
?sanams free during Dharma Darsanam periods.




