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- The followmg ohanges have been made in reprmtmg the Eegn
lation :—

(1) Repealed matter has been omxt-t-ed, explanatory notes being inmﬁod.
(2) Other footnotes have been added for convenience of utmoo.

For extension of the Regulation tc the Scheduled Districts—see Madras List of Lodll
Rules and Orders, Edition 1908, Vol. I, pp. 22-25.







ted under the authorlty of the Governor of Fort 5t. George in Council
by the Superintendent of the Government Press, Madras.}

REGULATION I or 1830.!
(As modified up to 1st October 1909.)

(2nd February, 1830.]

A Regulation for declaring the pra:ctice of Sati, or of burning
or burying alive the Widows of Hindus, illegal, and
punishable by the Criminal Courts.

Tar practice of satf, or of burning or burying alive the
widows of Hindus, is revolting to the feelings of human
nature ; it is nowhere enjoined by the religion of the Hindue
as an imperative duty; on the contrary, a life of purity and
retirement on the part of the widcw is more especially ana
preferably inculcated, and by a vast majority of that people
throughout India the practice is not kept up nor observed ;
in some extensive districts it does not exist : in those in which
it has been most frequent it is mnotorious that in many
instances acts of atrocity have been perpetrated which have
been shocking to the Hindus themselves, and in their eyes
unlawful and wicked. The measures hitherto adopted to
discourage and prevent such acts have failed of success, and
the Governor in Council is deeply impressed with the convic-
tion that the abuses in question cannot be effectually put an
end to without abolishing the practice altogether. Actnated
by these considerations, the Governor in Council, without
intending to depart from one of the first and most important
principles of the system of British Government in India, that
all classes of the people be secure in the observance of their
religious usages, so long as that system can be adhered to
without violation of the paramount dictates of justice and
humanity, has deemed it right to establish the following

* Short title, “The Madras Satf Regulatiss™ Tesote-#sathe Repealing and

Amending Ao, 1901 (XI of 1601). < > o ARG, e
This Regulation has been declared to/be in ‘force in th’e"'m f the Madras

Presidency, except as regards the Schedu] Ristricts, by the Lawsdcl

1874 2 : !
lszgl(xv of 1874), s. 4. Compare Beg.' SV of lSZIQ-of the Bengal\@i_

It has been declared, by notx‘ﬁca.tioi [under 5. 3 (a)b of A{}}de\;le Lpigtriots Act,
1874 (XIV of 1874), to be in force in flie Scheduled Districts in Ganja d Vingl:

I;at;éz—aea Gazette of India, 1898, Pb.,i I,“p. 869, and Fort Bt. Geor| (% tte, ibid,
S /

Preamble.



6 e Widow-burning. (1850
" rules, which are hereby enacted, to be in force * **
throughout the territories immediately subject to the Presi-
dency of Fort St. George.

2. The practice of sati, or of burning or burying alive the
a 1:. widows of Hindus, is hereby declared illegal, and punishable
5 by the Criminal Courts.

Zamindérs, 3. First.—All zaminddrs, talugddrs or other proprietors

;,‘ﬁ.'f.‘:' e of land, whethsr mdlguziri or ldkhirdj, all sadr farmers and

mediate com- ynder-renters of land of every description, all dependent

m&t‘z taluqddrs, all ndibs and other local agents, all Native officers

miended  employed in the collection of the revenue and rents of lands

; on the part of Government or the Court of Wards, and all

headmen of villages, are hereby declared especially account-

able for the immediate communication to the officers of the

nearest police-station of any intended sacgifice of the nature

described in the foregoing section; and any zaminddr, or

Pemsltyin  other description of persons above noticed, to whom such

ropie responsibility is declared to attach, who may be convicted of

wilfully neglecting or delaying to furnish the information

above required, shall be liable to be fined by the Magistrate

! or Joint Magistrate in any sum not exceeding two hundred

rupees, and in defanlt of payment to be confined for any
period of imprisonment not exceeding six months.

olico how to Second—Immediately on receiving intelligence that the
coing  sacrifice declared illegal by this Regulation is likely to oceur,
ntelligence  the head of police shall either repair in person to the spot, or
i,',,"-?o'ﬁ”d depute one of his subordinate officers, accompanied by one or
3 more peons of the Hindu religion, and it shall be the duty of
4 the Police-officers to announce to the persons assembled for

the performance of the ceremony that it is illegal, and to

endeayour to prevail on them to disperse, explaining to them
£ that, in the event of their persisting in it, they will involve
themselves in a crime and become subject to punishment by
the Criminal Courts. Should the parties assembled proceed,
in defiance of these remonstrances, to carry the ceremony into
effect, it shall be the duty of the Police-officers to use all
Jawful means in their power to prevent the sacrifice from
taking place, and to apprehend the principal persons aiding
and abetting in the performance of it ; and, in the event of
being unable to apprehend them, they shall endeavour to
ascertain their names and places of abode, and shall imme-
diately communicate the whole of the particulars to the
Magistrate or Joint Magistrate for his orders.

! Certain nm‘:ecessa;ry words have been repealed by Act XII of 1876.




Widow-burning. i

.—Should intelligence of a sacrifice, declared illegal How to act
s;Realgulation, not reach the Police-officers until it shall Jherie
actually taken place, or should the sacrifice have been sacrifice does
ed into effect before their arrival at the spot, they will 2ot zeech
heless institute a full inquiry into the circumstances of after it has

, in like manner as on all other occasions of unnatura] ke place:
th, and report them for the information and orders of
 Magistrate or Joint Magistrate to whom they may be

ordinate.

4. First—On the receipt of the reports required to be Magistrate
de by the heads of police under the provisions of the homto’
oing section, the Magistrate or Joint Magistrate of the against
sdiction in which the sacrifice may have taken place, shall Pities o
quire into the circumstances of the case, and shall adopt
he necessary measures for Lringing the parties .concerned in
romoting it to trial * *! -
- Second.—Tt is hereby declared that, after the promulga-- Persons
tion of this Regulation, all persons convicted of aiding and 2betfing
betting in the sacrifice of a Hindu widow, by burning or guilty of
rying her alive, whether the sacrifice be voluntary on her juesble
or not, shall be deemed guilty of culpable homicide, and
be liable to punishment by fine or by imprisonment, or
~both fine and imprisonment, * *!according to the
ture and circumstances of the case, and the degree of guilt
tablished against the offender; nor shall it be held to be
y plea of justification that he or she was desived by the
ty sacrificed to assist in putting her to death.
T'hird.— Persons committed to take their trial * *1for Discretion of
e offence above-mentioned shall be admitted to bail or not J5o¢efe,

the discretion of the Criminal Judge, subject to the general or not.
rules in force in regard to the admission of bail,

5. It is further deemed neressary to declare that nothing Coust of
ccontained in this Regulation shall be construed to preclude e S
Fthe Court of Faujddri Addlat from passing senterce of death ELS soniatins

‘on persons convicted of using violence or compulsion, or of Gnnin
‘haying assisted in burning or burying alive a Hindu widow 2
‘while labouring under a state of intoxication o;

oother cause impeding the exercise of h{mm

from the aggravated nature of the offencé proved agains¥
prisoner, the Court may see no circumstances to render
or her a proper object of mercy. e tepors e

[ 5 e Ees. O SR =

1 Certain unnecessary words have been repé\q;ied by Act XII of 1876.

2 “Woman '’ in Clarke’s edition. : P
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