


4

g1s book is intended for use by children
dy of Geography in the Elementary Schools. itis
' this book, the first thing borne in mind was the widely
~ accepted principle that the °teaching of Geography should
be developed out of Nature Study.’. In its present form,
his book is not a formal treatise on Geography but a Geo-
raphical Reader in which are shown the links between
eographical science and the things that children see
und them. ‘Knowledge comes by eyes always open and
orking hands’ and the aim throughout has been to induce
ﬁm children to use their eyes and hands. Abundant exer-

ises are provided at every stage to encourage observation,
and to make the children draw and construct models.

Part I of this book deals with very elementary notions
| of Geographical Science in a real and concrete form. The
:; syllabuses issued by the Elementary Section of the Madras
| Teachers’ Guild, the Teachers’ College, Saidapet, and some
| of the Inspecting Officers have been freely consulted. It

‘not at all necessary that the whole of this book should
- be taught in the course of a single year. The Teacher may
rary his syllabus according to the capacity of his pupils, the
L ghbourhood of the school-house and the opportunities
and facilities for school excursion. But a text-book will
fail in its purpose if it does not provide material for different
types of schools. Facts have oftentimes to be repeated
from different points of view to impress them on the child-
ren’s mind. Questions and exercises have also to be set
to serve the purpose of recapitulation. A capable teacher
who prepares his lessons previously and has the ability to
interest the children by his questions, wealth of illustrations
and exercises ¢ to do ’ will easily find that what is contained
in this Reader is work for less than a year.



i
Among the special features of the book may be men-
tioned the following : — 1

1. In the lessons on the sun, the moon and the stars,
the facts are so explained as to enable the children to
understand something of the Hindu Panckangam, thus to
bring them in close relation to the life they have to lead.

2. The attempt in the early stages is, in the
language of Professor Mackinder, to cultivate in children
the ¢ power to think without words,” ¢ to think in shapes’
and ‘to develop the geographical imagination.” = The
numsraus exercises on measurement and representation of
distance are so framed as to cultivate the ‘power of
visualization.’ : o5

3. Geography deals with the earth as the_home of
man and the children are prompred (o raise the questions
« How are our wants in the matter of securing food, clothing
and shelter supplied ?’ ¥

4. The book is full of illustrations specially prepared
for it, to help the realistic teaching of the subject. The
maps in this book are physical and political combined and
were prepared with the help of information available in
Government reports and maps. 3

5. Part II deals with the Geography of the Distriet
and to bring the facts up to date, not only the Distric :
Gazetteers but also the latest reports published by
various Departments of Government have been consulted.
Many interesting facts relating to the history of the District
are mentioned, and matters relating to civics are also refer-
red to. Statistics are in some places given with the object

of enabling the teacher immﬁ'raphically.
6. Several Inggdeting Office: @, othershhave ren-

dered considerabl b in the preparationtof ¥his boak and
| to all of them th#ks and acknowledgments are due. )
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