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‘THE HINDU

This is a well-written good book on a current
~topic of great importance to the world. India was
a field of sporting ground for foreigners till now
and Tndians were only burden-bearers for them.
But Sherpa Tensing Norkay revealed to the world
that the Indian was in no way inferior to any
other in the world in his capacity for adventure
or for endurance. This story is attempted in this
book with a fair amount of success. The indomi-
table Everest is described and the several expedi-
- tions which were sent to surmount it are described
in brief. That the first person to discover the great
mountain and to givea survey of it from a distance
was one Radha Nath Sikhdar is told with great
warmth. The northern and southern ways to the
top are described. The perils on the way are
aptly narrated. Col. Hunt’s expedition is dealt
with at greater length and Tensing’'s part in it is
fairly given. The chapter on “Imayamum
Tamizharum’ is very interesting as it tries to
prove that “Tmayam of Tamil Literature is no
other than Mount Everest and that our ancient
Tamils under their kings, have climbed up the
Mount. The chapter on ‘Imalaya Makkal’ gives
a description of the people of the great range and
of their modes of life while the chapter on Tensing
gives an account of the achievements of the great
hero. Thus the book is a compact account of the
epic of the Himalayas and the manner of presenta-
tion of the subject and the language used are good.
1t can well be placed in the hands of our

youngsters. (80-5-54.)
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