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AKALIKAl VENBA °

W:TH THE SAME IN TAMIL PROSE.

A Review by _ .
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur P.I. Chinnaswami Pillai Avergal
Reprinted from the Indian Patriot of 5th February 1915. J/

It was with very great interest that 1 read * Akaliks
Venba,” a Tamil poem composed bv My. V. P. Subraman’;
Mudaliar, the well-known author of “Nellai Chﬂa{;&d
‘Venba * and other excellent poems. The poem conté;g
the story ot Abalya, which it is unnecessary for m/ ¢,
recount 1n detail, as it is so well known to our Fyydq

i g
readers, According to Valmiki, Ahalya knew that “Jiesg
indra who had come to her assuming the form? hep
husband Gautama Rishi; but according to thedfgm;
poet Kamban, she did not know, at first, that it w<g Indra

~that had come to her in the assumed form of her 7fhar.d.
It would be interesting to ascertain why, in spifdaf the
alleged incident connected with Indra, Ahalvads Hill
worshipped as one of the five Kanyas and mo:"m“{rms

women. ‘The utterance of the names of the fiv; virli .
and much eujogised women-—Ahalya, Draupati,ita, & va
and Mandodari—is supposed to have the pOW erpf exy
ing all sin. It must be remembered that all :hese g tat-
cvents, connected with Ahalya and cthers, are /nppo:-'-;ﬁ N
have taken place 1n Satya Yuga, when the mleryﬁf %.'1"‘1(}:‘{23:&
appear to have been quite different from wlut theya &
in the present age of Nali. As an instawle, it not
l__)e mentioned that the great Vyasa Maharishi’was hori 1O
Satyavati (also known as Gandhavati ard Yojana b-
dha), who subsequently married the great Karava Lompiov,
Santanu. It is said that, after giving birthcto Vyass, 02
became a Nanyaby the Tapaswic power of }Ifishi Parasai,as
there was nothing difficult-ef-attatmmmnl to the i hiy
Rishis of thosc ancient day sy 't aust
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~also be remembered that Ahalya and four others were
Ayonijas—not born of womb. They were in fact of
divine origin—quite different from man, and were endowed
with various qualities unattainable by man except by
" Tapas, and one of those qualities was Nitya Youvanam,
or everlasting youthfulness. The general notion prevalent
, that Ahalya was converted into a stone by the curse of
;’ Gautama is not borne out by Valmiki, 1n his Ramayana,
" wherein it is stated—he (Gautama) cursed his wife also.
‘¢ Fora thousand years thou shalt live here feeding upon
air, without food, tormented with repentance, and thou
- halt remain in the hermitage unseen of any. ‘And when
e irrepressible son of Dasaratha, Rama, shall come to
is deep wood, thou shalt be cleansed of thy sin.”

¢ must also be remembered that Indra was afraid of
te who practised the most severe austerities as he
Lved that, by such austerities, they sought the headship
Y= Gods. That his visit to the Ashrama ot Gautama
O "\jore with the intent to deprive the Rishi of his
;acsetﬁ: | austegities than to violate the cha's_tity of Ahalya
——, be -eVL_dent from Indra’s lamentations, __Whe_n__- -_ he
et b gelest}fils, atter he was cursed by Gautama. “1 have
ac{r"_'*”é{:].she'd | [ndra said, ““the work of the celestials by
<t ﬂrb;he ire Qf the‘ lpgh souled- G_autamq‘_,. | E}nd th;reby
furble  his austerities . . . . . [ have deprived him ot
“1ascells energy by causing him to uttera mighty curse.”
'_zdelf wce to Harivamsha would show that King
_ I'] anelalq was incensed, when he believed that his wite,
- JPpusthaily was ravished by Indra, but Viswavasu pacified
‘j‘f’faﬂth pointing out that Indra had only employed
B bl in order to deprive theking of the fruits of
infthree h\ndred sacrifices, by rousing his anger, and
Mg him \f) curse the priests;“ who had officiated at his
Sadfices, any Viswavasu futther exclaimed, “ How can
tha highly powerful Purandara who 1s desirous of
. ac&‘*"-mg viclyries, ravish the wives of his sons and
g'rggdsons, whidh even the ordinary men do not,” and this
woid lead us t}, believe that, in the case of Ahalya also,
employed an illusion, in order to stir -up

Inda must have
ascelc merit. 'FUt we have the highest authority that the

* Storyof Ahaiys, b knows . Busanas 15 only alogoica
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In Thythirya Aranyaka, the gxpression, “ Ahalya1 Jara”,
appears to have been used in reference to . Indra, as
explained by the great commentator, Bs_ttta Bhaskara
Misra, who has commented upon the expression as follows:
—A halya means word, and Jara means one who exhausts,
and hence the expression, Ahalyai Jara, means one who
exhausts all words, or who is beyvond description. Another
interpretation given by the same commentator s this: one
who deserves to be eulogised in words 1s called Ahalyai
Jara. The same commentator also explained the word
Gautama (the name of the Rishi) to mean Agni, fire.
A Sanskrit scholar has given another interpretation to
the expression Abalyai Jara. The word, ‘“Ahalya™, -
means “ untilled land,” or ¢ Virgin soil.” That land, which
is fit to be tilled, is called ¢ halya’ the word < hala”
meaning plough, and that which 1s not “halya,” 1s called
- ¢ Ahalya.”” “ Ahalyai Jara” would theretore seem to mean
~“one who destroys the virgin character ot the soil by
bringing it under cultivation by means of showers of rain.”
It is scarcely necessary to mention that Indra is the
God of Radin, and as such, he 1s, to a considerable extent,
responsible for the means for the reclamation of all ‘unculti-
vated’ lands. There is therefore reason to believe that the
story ot Ahalya is, atter all, an allegory-

Whether the story was an allegory or not, Ahalya was
worthy of being worshipped—as 1sdone even to this day—
would be evident from the following extract from Valmiki
Ramayana, from which it would seem that she was wor-
shipped even by Sri Rama, and honoured by celestials.

“Raghava in company with Lakshmana, placing
Viswamitra 1n their front, entered the asylum :; and thev
beheld that magnificent dame flaming in ascetic energy,
and incapable of being gazed at too near even by the
celestials and the Asuras, as if created by the Deitv to he
the divinely charming Woman. . . . The two descendants
ot Raghu then took hold of her feet, but remembering
Gautama’s words, she on her part took hold of theirs. And,
with a collected mind, she gave them water for their feet
as well as Arghya, and extended unto them the rites of
hospitality. And the Kakusthas accepted the homage thus
rendered according to the ordinance. And blossoms began

to shower coplously to the sounds of kettle-drums, and the
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Gandharvas and the Apsaras began to rejoice great.y.
And exclaiming ¢Excellent-Excellent,” the celestials

honoured Ahalya.”

Turning to the poem, the story of Ahalya has been tolc.
among others. by three giants in  Tamil literature—the
great Kamban, the famous Kachiappa Muniver, and
Mahavidwan Minakshisundaram Pillai.  Mr. Subramania
Mudaliar has produced the admirable version of the same
story in beautiful verse. His stvle is simple, lucid, and
elezant. The poem reads, as if it were written by some
ancient poet of great eminence. It is written in Venba
Verse, a verse in which Pukalenti, contempcrary of
Famban, became most famous by the composition of
«“ Nala Venba,” one of the most precious and fascinating
poems in the Tamil language. To relate a story in Venba
Verse, in singularly felicitous language, as Mr. Mudaliar
has done, requires consummate knowledge of the higner
elements of poetical composition. The story, as told |y
Mr. Mudaliar, is that Indra seized and ravished Abalya, in
spite of her supplications, and that subsequently (Gautama
appeared on the scene, and cursed both Indra and Ahalya.
The struggle of a virtuous woman like Abalya with a
fend. blinded with animal passion like Indra, her
supplications to Indra to save her from dishonour; the
depth of her affliction in her great calamity—all these are
described by Mr. Mudaliar in passages of exquisite beauty.
Mr. Mudaliar has wonderfully adapted some ideas from
Shakespeare, which not only enhances the beauty
of the poem, but also shows his ripe scholarship,
both in English and Tarmil.  Mr. Mudaliar has also
given a prose version of the poem, whicu the general
rcader will find very wuseful and interesting. It 1s
stperfluous to say anything more in appreciation of this
interesting poem, inasmuch as it has won the merited .
approval of my esteemed friend, Brahma Sri Mahamaho-
padhyaya V. Swaminatha Aiyar Avl, the greatest Tamil
scholar of the age. Mr. Subramania Mudaliar is to be
congratulated on the composition of this very interesting
poem, which is well worth reading, and I commend it
most heartily to all who are interested in Tamil language
and literature.

—

PRINTED AT THE ALBINION PRESS, MADRAS.
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WORKS BY

V. P. Subramania Mudaliar, G. B. V. C.

(Dy. Superintendent, Cirvil Veterinary Depts,
Madras.)
1.—A Tamil transiation of Paradise Lost,
~ Book 1 in Viruttam Metre. -
With a prose reﬁdering of the same, a life of Milton,

~(prescribed as text book for the Interme liate Examina-

tion of 1911), the main story- of Paradise l.ost, and
~ copious comme ntaries and notes in Tamil.

[With a metrical introduction in Tamil by Rao
Bahadur C. W. Tamotharam Pillai Avergal, B. A., B. L.]

Recommended by the Text Book Commiii. @ and

approved by the Director of Public Instruction ior use
“in classes V and VI in High Schools,

(Containing more than 200 pages)

In thick board As. 12. In full cloth with gilt letters.
Rs. 1-4-0.

Lxtract from select opsnions.

Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope—W¢e have no words but of
hearty commendation for the way in which the first
instalment of the work has been completed .. .....We
teel bound to say, after an exceedingly minute and
careful study of the lines, that the translator has
succeeded to a very great—indeed a surprising —degree
.enesnncthe writer’s prose Tamil style is remarkably good,



I

 [The Rev. Dr. again appreciatively refers to this
work in the introduction to his monumental translation
of Tiruvasakam, ] '

Rev. T. Walker, M. A., C. M. S.—I had heard of
1ts excellence from several sources......... 1 can recom-

mend your rendering most heartily as being both true
poetry and a faithful representation of the original.

Mahamahobhadyaya Mr. V. Swaminathier—(Trans-
lated). The style of the poetical as well as the prose
section 1is excellent. The work, though a translation, is
so composed that it reads easy and clear like an original
work in Tamil. It may be said to be a production worthy
of the author’s proficiency 10 grammar and literature
of the Tamil language.

Il.—Kombi Viruttam.

With an introduction by Mahamahobhadyaya Mr. V:
owaminathier. Price 4 As. Not in stock.

Lxtracts from select opinsons.

Rao Bahadur Mr C. W. Tamotharam Piliai, B. Ay
B. L.—Your Kombi Viruttam was really a mental feast

0 me.........The style also is very Charming. Your
notes adopt the book to be read by all, the learned and
the student, with equal interest.

Mr: E. 5. M. Senathi Raja, LL. B., Barrister-at-law,
M. R. A. 5. &c.—] must congratulate you on adding to

modern ‘l'amil literature a work not unworthy of
classical times.

Mr. K. C. B. Kumarakula Singh Mudaliar, Tamil
Interpreter to H. E. the Governor of Ceylon.—It

““compares favourably, in sweetness and sentiments, with
similar works of recognised merit in our extensive
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Tamil literature while it bears many marks of originality-
The purity of diction has struck me specially as worthy
of commendation. ‘

Ill.—Nellaichchiledaivenba.
fAn Original poem in Tamil with notes. ]
Price 2 As.

IV.—A Tamil translation of Col. Mill’s Indian
Stock Owners’ Manual (not in stock, Price 2 Rs )

V.—A Tamil translation of “Thz More Daaly
Forms of Cattle Diszases in India.” (Published by
Government and may be obtained from Government
Press, Madras.)

VI.—A Tamil translation of Harbert Spencer’s
Edudation, Part 1, (Ccntaining the first two chapters)
by the same author jointly with Messrs. 3-V, Kallapiran
Pillay B- A. and C. Appavu Pilla;, L. M. & S,
Price Re. 1.

V1l.—Life of Jhon Milton in Tamil (a part of
book No. 1 prescribed for Intermediate Examina.

tion, 1911 ) Price 4 as.

VIII.—Preventive Inoculation and its uses
in Tamil (Price one anna.)

All the above books except [ IV and V can be had
of Mr. V. P. Ramalinga Mudaliar, Vellacal, Surandi
Post, Tinnevelly District.
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