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Tamil Literature, though rich in its variety, excel..
lence and beauty, has no claim for independent prose-
to satisfy the standard requirements of literature.
There is now a growing desire in the minds of men-
to give healthy shape to prose and many an honest
endeavour has been made that way. Such efforts,
however sincere they might be, do not seem to bear
fruit for the very simple reason that there are no
standard precedents furnishing writers with sugges-
tions of new subjects and form. Those who are
conversant with the history of English prose litera-
ture will know the stages it has gone through and
the sources from which its-wealth has been derived
and the part the translations from the European
Masters have played towards the shaping of it. The-
English people who are justly proud of a very
high order of accomplished prose cof varied excellence:
are not a little indebted to Europe.

PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

It is therefore unnecessary to be told what we:
should also do. In this spirit, with the approval
of a few educationalists, we have published these:
translations from the works of some of the reco-
gnised masters of language and thought, with the
hope that our endeavour will be appreciated and
welcomed, and that it will give an impetus to the:
future growth of prose literature in Tamil.

We sincerely thank the Editor of ¢Kalanilayam®’,

for- having allowed us to reprint these translations.
from that journal in which they originally appeared..

E. P. C.
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