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FOREWORD
| PeloG o

IN compliance with the request made by
Pandit M. Rajamanickam Pillai, I have gladly
undertaken to write an introduction to this Tamil
work of his which consists of essays he contributed
to various periodicals on historical, archaeological,
epigraphical and linguistic matters. I say gladly,
because it supplies a long-felt want in the study of
the history, the language and the literature of the
Tamil country.

Here I may say a word about how I came to
learn the imporiance of Epigraphy for the
historical study of Tamil Literature. In my young
days, fortunately for me, I had an occasion to meet
Professor Sundaram Pillai of Maharajah’s College,
Trivandrum who was then not only eminent in
the knowledge of western philosophy but was also
a great scholar in Tamil and a poet of exceptional
merit as is evident from his famous dramatie
Tamil poem the Manonmaniam the first of its kind
in Tamil. And it was also he who opened a new
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field of study in the domain of Tamil Literature by
his English work on ¢ The Age of Thirujnana-
sambandha.’

What commended me to the notice of this
great scholar is the critical and historical sense
that I happened to possess in my knowledge of the
ancient Tamil classics from my very early days.
So much was he struck by it, although [ did not at
that time set any value on it, that he came to take
interest in my cultivating it to a high degree and
urged me on to combine with my literary study a
historical knowledge of the events which occurred
in close connection with the works of poets
philosophers and religious men of different
epochs. He further showed me how this historical
knowledge can be acquired by studying the
inscriptions and the pre-historic relics wherever
available and by relating them carefully to
the incidents mentioned in the literary pro-
ductions of those different epochs. His work on
«The Age of Thirujnanasambandha’ itself has
stood as a beacon light to illumine what had lain
in the past and guide us how to proceed in future
in exploring the region of Tamil Literature.

After ' him many scholars came in succession
and carried on their historical researches on the
lines laid down by Prof. Sundaram Pillai in his
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writings, I myself have brought out a bulky
volume of more than a thousand pages on ‘The
Life and Times of St. Manickavachakar’ dealing
critically not only with the biography of the Saint
but also with the literary and religious history of
the periods which preceded and succeeded the
Saint by more than ten centuries. Only in dealing
with post Christian times have I had recourse to
incriptions, since epigraphy came into use in the
South only after the third century A.D. It must
be borne in mind that for a correct understanding
of the medieval period of Tamil Literature which
had its beginning in the fourth ceutury A.D. and
its end in the thirteenth, a close and careful study
of inscriptions found in the walls of temples
existing all over the South of India will greatly
aid the student of Tamil. Still this epigraphical
evidence requires to be carefully studied and
co-ordinated with the evidence afforded by gemiine
Tamil works; otherwise one is apt to go wrong in
forming his conclusions about the history of
language and its literature, their authors and their
times. For in the incriptions we meet with more
than one king and one person who bear the same
name ; and it is not easy to determine who the
person was who is mentioned both in the literary
w orks and in the inscriptions, It is not pcssible to
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get over this difficulty without a careful and
comparative study of the evidences obtained from
the two sources, the epigraphical and the literary.

Qo far as my knowledge is concerned I
venture to say that very few Tamil scholars have
taken up an extensive study of these two sources
as Mr. Rajamanickam has done. In the following
treatise and much more in his deep and laborious
studies of the lives of the Saints depicted in the
Periyapuranam, I am impressed by the critical
acumen shown by him in comparing and sifting
the details and in bringing out what is of substan-
tial and permanent value. Iam glad to say that
I am in agreement with almost all his views
expressed as regards the times of the literary and
religious celebrities of Tamil, except in a few cases
where I cannot bring myself to accept his opinions.

The few cases in which I hold my disagree-
ment are the times of the Zholkappiam and the
Commentary on the Iraiyanarakapporul and the age
of St. Manickavachakar.

As regards the age of Tholkappiam 1 have
investigated almost all the divergent views
expressed by notable scholars and concluded that
‘its composition could not have taken place later
than 2500 B. C. That this assignment of a great
Tamil work to so high an antiquity may not
be deemed extravagant, when this is compared,
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with the age 4500 B. C. ascribed to the Rig Veda
by such eminent oriental scholars and historians
as Professor Hermann Jacobi, Bal GangadharTilak
and Dr. Bloomfield. No statement of a great event
ought tobe thought extravagant if it is suffiiciently
supported by solid facts. For a long time it has
been the fashion among some European scholars
and their followers to look upon with incredulity
gnything Asiatic assigned to a remote age. But
this incredulity is now slowly passing away as the
antiquarian researches of the Egyptian, the
" Sumerian, the Aryan, the Tamilian and some
other civilisations of the ancient world bring to
light the history of their remote past.
Recently the utterances of Sir John-Marshall made
in disclosing the high antiquity of the ‘Mohenjo-
daro and the Indus civilisation’ are remarkable
for sweeping away the lingering incredulity with
regard to the high antiquity of the Tamilian
civilisation. After making a minute study of the
relics excavated in the two places he observes:

“ Among the many revelations that Mohenjo-
daro and Harrappa have had in store for us, none
perhaps more remarkable than the discovery that
Saivism has a history going back to the Chalco-
lithic age or perhaps even further still and that it
thus takes its place as the most ancient living
faith in the world.”
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- “ Before anything whatever had been dis-
covered of the Indus civilization Dr. H. R. Hall
proposed to locate the homeland of the Sumerians
somewhere to the east of Mesopotamia and
suggested that they might belong to the same
ethnic type as Dravidians of India. who theugh
now restricted to the South of Tndia are believed
on linguistic and ethnological grounds to have
once populated virtually the whole of the penin-
sula, including the Punjab, Sind, and Baluchistan,
where as is well-known the Dravidian speech is
still preserved in the language of the Brahuis.”

“ Five thousand years ago, before the Aryans
were heard of, the Punjab and Sind, if not other
parts of India as well, were enjoying an advanced
and singularly uniform civilisation of their own,
closely akin to but in same respects even superior
to that of contemporary Mesopotamia and Egypt.”

When this statement of a great HEuropean
archaeologist is viewed in an impartial light the
assignment of the Tholkappium to 2500 B. C., may
not be thought as extravagant. For internal and
external evidences which go to prove this age of
the Tholkappiam reference might be made to my
work on ‘The Life and Times of St. Manicka-

vachakar ’ pages...
Similarly I hold that the unique commentary
on Iraiyanar Akapporul was produced in the first
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century A.D. by the poet Nakkirar who was
a prominent figure in the third Temil Academy at
Madura.

And I have also upheld the age of the St.
Manickavachakar to be the first half of the third
century A.D. and not the ninth as is held by
some scholars nowadays.

For my reasons about the ages of the above
three I refer the reader to my work on Manicka-
vachakar where the three points are elaborately
and carefully discussed.

Apart from these few differences, the main
body of ‘the following work gives me great
satisfaction since it has re-opened to our view a
true picture of the vanished cw1llsat10n of the
olden day Tamils.

Finally I note with pleasure the lucid Tamil

style of the work which is almost free from foreign
words and phrases.

MARAIMALATADIKAL
alias Swami Vedachalam

PALLAVARAM,

THE SACRED ORDER OF LOVE,}
27th November, 1947
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