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PREFACE.

One of the drawoacks of the education imparted
in our Schools and Colleges at the present day is, as has
been repeatedly brought home to our minds by many
a well wisher of the land, a mors or less total disregard
for otr Vernacular languages. The recent changes
in the curricula of studies wich are, no doubt, calculated
to create a livelier interest in the various branches of
study, contain the welcome reform of making Tamil
composition a compuliory subject of study with a
separate minimun of its own. Much has been said on
this question and it not for us to go into its merits here.
It only behoves every true lover of Tamil Literature, to
make its study a pleasurable one and this book is an
unostentatious attempt towards that end.

In English and Tamil composition, the manner and
- the form are admittedly even more important than the
matter; the analyses of the essays have been prefixed
to the book to enble the students to view the subjects
in a logical and methodical manner. To add to the use-
fulness of the work the skeleton of several essays have
been appended to, which the students will do well to deve-
lop. Though the style is sufficiently simple to suit the capa~
~city of students preparing even for the School final
examination yeb it retains grit and strength enough
to appeal to students even of the more advanced classes.
The quotations from the various Tamil classics will, we
trust create in the student a love for the study of these
originals and thus in a humble way serve to make them
ardent scholars of Tamil Literature who can take up the
place of the present Tamil Pandits whose race, it is
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melancholy to note,is threatened with extinction for
want of sufficient encouragement. We should consider
ourselves sufficiently recompensed if this little work has
succeeded in that object.

We owe an apology to the reading public for the errors
that may be found in the book. These will be carefully
attended to in the next edition.

Madura i
The author.
9—2-1911
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