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PREFACE.

—_——

In this land of song Prose is scarce, for gifted minds soared abova
the heights of the Parnassus while those not so favoured wished at least-
to flutter at its base. This exclusive importance attached to poetry,
rather to writing verses, is slowly dying away, and gentlemen learned _
in the western arts and sciences have begun to devote their time and
attention to rendering foreign classics into their vernaculars and
offering their countrymen, especially those who have not learned
‘English, the sweets extracted from such classics. The same impulse
is perceptible in this volume. It contains, the reader will find it at a
glance of the contents, storics in Taail of English plays and poems
and free translations of English essays, and also comprises selections

from Tamil prose versions of Tamil classics—almost all written in a
good style. -

whom I am indebted for the production of this work. I thank them
heartily for their contributions and acknowledge my obligations to
Mr. Suriyanarayana Sastriar, B.A., who has not only given me full

permissionto take what extracts I please from his works but kindly
read the final proofs of this work.

Oclober 1896. M. S P
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