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PREFACE

The first part of the following treatise was read as Presi-
dental Address at the All South India ‘Saiva Conference
held at Cuddalore New Town, on the 16th, 17th, 18th,
19th, 20th and 21st 1929. The object of the Conference
was to revive the study and practice of the oldest prin-
ciples of the Saiva religion, which, in recent years, have
greatly fallen into disuse and disrepute by being mixed up
with the Puranic myths and which the modern Self-
Respect movement calumniated in the most opprobrious
language, without being able to discriminate between the
cardinal points of Saivism and the merely adventitious ones.

In the conflict of thoughts and ethical sentiments that
arose between the Tamilians of the south and the Aryans
of the north who came and settled all over the Tamil
country from the first century A. D., down to the fifteenth
and still later, the religion of the land, that is Saivism,
underwent a marked change in its outer rim, although in its
centre it remained as pure as crystal and as impenetrable as
a hard diamond. What is sound and true to its core, what
is perfect and complete in itself, requires no change, re-
quires no improvement. At the very dawn of Tamilian
civilisation, of whichwe catch a glimpse through the Thol-
kappiam the oldest Tamil work extant, we find the views
about God, soul, and matter and salvation to have become
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thoroughly sound and complete. As our knowledge of these
facts deepens, as our ideas about their relations expand,
we find the conclusions reached by our forefathers about
their nature and relations, daily receiving corroborations
not only from the modern biological, geological, and other
scientific discoveries, but also from the philosophical views
worked out and held by such eminent thinkers as William
~ James, Bergson, Lodge, Ward and others.

While preserving the intrinsic nature and excellence
of their religious system, the teachers and prophets of the
Tamil country have not disdained to take from foreign cults
whatever seemed to have influenced the ordinary people
and whatever might be turned to good account in the light
of their own religious thought. In this wise came to be
added to the outer surface of the body of Saivism, simply
as poetic embellishments remember, only a few Puranic
myths of the northerners at first, but, as time went on, rushed
in quite a multitude of them which, instead of adding to the
naked beauty of the resplendent form, concealed it and
even rendered it ugly in the eyes of an incautious, indolent,
or an ill-intentioned looker-on. Only to the penetrating
mental vision of a careful thinker, the intrinsic value of the
system came to reveal itself. Others touched only its outer
crust of myths, some of them believing them to be actual
facts, while some others who had an inkling of reasoning
spirit, turned away from them with disgust. However,
one who would like to be benefited by the inestimable
knowledge treasured up in the Saiva system of thought,
should not render himself liable to be thus scared away by
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the Aryan ‘myths that sit at its door. Dr. G. U. Pope
who did an invaluable service to the world by translating
into English the Sacred Tamil poems called the Thiruva-
chakam of St. Manickavachakar wisely observes: “Paura-
nic mythology and legend is dragged in, as simple poetic
embellisment designed to please the multitude’ *

But the religious and philosophical ideas that are
developed here in the following pages have nothing to do
with such Puranic myths, for they are taken entirely from
the ancient Tamil work the Tholkappiam, the only treatise
‘extant that was composed at a time when the Aryan in-
fluence did not touch even the fringe of the Tamilian
thought, when the creation of Puranic myths did not take
place as yet. The age of this unique Tamil work goes
back to 3500 B. C. as is shown in my work on St. Manicka-
vachakar. The Aryans were then spreading over the north
and founding colonies in the midst of the Tamils and
Kolarians that existed there long before their advent.

The Tholkappiam comprises both Tamil grammar
and poetics and the latter classifies the ideal activities of
the ancient day Tamilians under the three categories: Love,
Wealth, and Virtue. What to choose from their life for
ideal representations in poetry and how to idealize them
for which purpose, form the subjects of many a chapter in
the third book on poetics. The life of the Tamils thus
dwelt on, exhibits its gradual emergence from the life of

* Dr. G. U. Pope’s English translation of Thiruva-
chakam, p. XXX VI,
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the most primitive kind into that of a strikingly civilized
one. Still a strong tinge of the primitive characteristics,
even in the life of a highly civilized kind, cannot be ex-
plained except on the supposition that the Tamils are a
people naturally very conservative in their habits and cus-
toms and that a large portion of them were then closely
adhering to them even while they were adopting the ele-
ments of civilisation introduced by the best among them.
Of the many interesting subjects treated of, Love
and War form the two themes that hold as prominent a place
in it, as they had held in almost all famous literatures of
the world. For man wasborn in love, wasbred in love, lives
in love, and passes at last into love. Care has been, therefore,
taken by the author to distinguish this love from lust which
is intense selfishness, which takes no thought of others and
their happiness, and which is wrongly identified with the
former by persons who know no more than what they
sensuously feel and enjoy. The union of spirits and not
the union of mere corporal matter was regarded as the
result of love, by St. Tholkappiar and by a host of poets,
saints and sages who followed in his footsteps. Love
regenerates both mind and body; it springs from the depth
of a pure mind, flows out through the body and enters
again into another mind by means of another body and
blends the two minds into one. This mortal body serves
only as an indispensable instrument for bringing about this
intimate union of two pure spirits. When such a superior
kind of love springs. up from a mind and flows over
sweeping before its irresistible and dignified march, -all the
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inferior and harmful kinds of desires and passions, it goes
not towards one mind alone, although it runs into one fitt-
ing centre for filling it up with its essence, but 1t goes into
each and all and drenches them in its wholesome element,
in varying degrees according to their deserts. Many as
are the forms and degrees of love, the highest, the greatest
and the sublimest manifestation of it occurs only at the
junction of an youngman and a woman accomplished n
all ideal qualities. In its immeasurable height and depth
no other form of it can bear comparison with it. The man
becomes the 1dol of her heart, while the woman occupies
his inner sanctuary, at whose altar he will never hesitate to
make any sacrifice that may be required of him. Thus
the two come to acquire the virtue of leading a life for the
other, a virtue, asit grows, makes its possessor identify
his or her interests with the interests of the righteous.
From this form of the purest spiritual love, arises the
necessity of acquiring wealth, not for filling his own wants,
not for securing comforts and pleasures for his own self,
but for keeping the object of his adoration, the offsprings
of their love-union, the kith and kin of his heart, in un-
mixed happiness and comfort. Asthe circle of those, whom
he 1s thus bound by love and not by mere duty to support,
widens, as the number of those who lie under his protect-
1on increases, ambition for wealth, power and distinction also
increases, and this exercises his intelligence utmost and
calls forth th® play of all the innate powers of his mind.
There can be no a greater incentive to stimulate the
intellectual energies of man, and nothing can induce him to
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» display his formidable heroic deeds more, than what offers

him a stout resistance to the achievement of his objects.
This consideration naturally leads the author to bring in
the topic of war, since war is the only perilous kind of
resistance and obstacle that a man of the highest responsi-
‘bilities meets with in the path of his ambitious life.

» And lastly, when success has brought home to his
mind, and to the mind of his partner, how full of cares,
troubles, and untold miseries this earthly life is, to what
great agony both the mind and body of a numberless beings
human and animal are subjected, by a few who seek their
ease, comfort and happiness, the man and the woman, jointly
direct their thoughts to the attainment of a bliss unattended
by misery. Thus a fresh regeneration of their life com-
mences in the purely spiritual atmosphere in which the
aroma of divine love emanates from God, according to
Tholkappiar, the ever resplendent intelligent principle,
exhilarates their mind and transmutes their human love
into divine. :

It is remarkable that in emphasizing the importance
of turning their mutual human love to the love of God, the
married couple 1s advised by our St. Tholkappiar to strive
after it conjointly. From this it appears that, at the time of
Tholkappiar, the life of celibacy and asceticism was quite
unknown. Even in the north it came into vogue only after
the rise of Buddhism and Jainism. In the pre-Buddhistic,
that is, in the Vedic period, the life of the Aryan house-
holder and the Aryan sage was similar to that of the Tamil-
ian, but with this difference that, while in the former mere

Ed
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carnal pleasures reign supreme, in the latter an ideal
and chaste love cast around its sweet and mellow light.
On all these points I have expatiated to the best of my
lights and have shown how the principles of life laid down
5000 years ago by St. Tholkappiar in his immortal Tamil
work Tholkappiam, are in striking and wonderful harmony
with the truly physical, moral, intellectual, and religious
requirements of advancing modern civilisation. It is a great
pleasure to me to acknowledge my gratitude to the whole
modern Tamil world who, with but one strange exception,
appreciated this my humble contribution to modern Tamil
literature and spoke and wrote of it in very high terms. To
the strange critic also, who is the type of the unprogressive
conservative section, | express my grateful feelings for
having given me an opportunity to defend my position more
strongly than before, in the second and concluding parts.

Pallavaram,

The Sacred Order of Love, VEDACHALAM.
4 30th April, 1930.
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