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The story of Rama in any form, in any language, is always
welcome: the reader alwé,ys rises from a perusal of the story-why
even of any portion of it-a better man, at least for the time being
We have already Kamban’s elaborate version of it in Tamil—a
storehouse of all that is rich and beautiful in Tamil literature.
The Tamil Bhagavatham gives a mere skeleton and the Kurma
purana has a Sivite version of the story. There isalso a dramatic
‘version of it by Arunachala Kaviroyar. There has long been a prose
version following Kamban. We have had recently translations of
Annie Besant’s Lectures—¢ Ramavana Saram ” and “ Sri Rama-
chandra” ; and also a “Catechism of Valmiki Ramayana” from the
proprietors of ‘Viveka Bhodini.’ There is also just now appearing
in instalments a prose translation of Valmiki by Mr. Ramanuja-
chariyar, the present Tamil Pandit of the Kumbakonam qulege'
We never had hitherto either in verse or prose a succinct

account of the story of Rama as delineated by Valmiki.

Now comes in print, after all, Si Valmiki Ramayana Sargartha
Sangaraham giving in one thread a brief account in Tamil Virut-
tam of every section of the great epic of Valmiki, by Sriman
Ranganatha Chettiyar of Ariyakudi of Nattukkotai fame in the
Ramnad District. His son Mr. Lakshmana Chettiyar—himself a
scholar of repute and a man of saintly virtues—deserves the
thanks of the Tamil public for publishing this useful work of his
late revered father. Scholars who specialise on Kamban may
edsily find from a perusal of this work where Kamban deviates

from the original.” Those who cannot find time to specialise on
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Kamban may enjoy the story in'brief in this work of only 550
stanzas. This version has the advantage of being understood
easily by our graduates and under-graduates and Tamil students
of ordinary attainments with occasional help from a Tamil
dictionary. T only wish that Mr. Liakshmana Chettiyar will be
pleased to extend his benevolence and publish a readable version
in simple prose of this poetical work of his father so that our
sisters and daughters may enjoy this epitome of Valmiki. With
these remarks I have now great pleasure in introducing this
work to my brothers of the Tamil land,

Perambur, } T. CHELVAKESAVAROYAN, M. A.

13th May 1911. Pachaivappa’s College.
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