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KARAIKKAL

 Karaikkal, situated at the mouth of the river
Arasalar, is the chief town of what was for more.
than 300 years a French Settlement and which bas
only very recently (1954) become part of Indian
territory again, The place was first settled by the
French in 1739. They had been making efforts even
earlier to obtain a footing in the Tanjore Kingdom,
but their attempts had been thwarted by the jealousy
of the Dutch at Nagapatbinam. In 1738, however,
they obtained a chance to carry oub their wishos.
In that year Saiyaji was driven from his kingdom
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owing to the elevation to the throne of his cousin
Bidduji by the influence of the Muslim commandant
of Thanjavar, Saiyid Kban, and from hiz asylum
ab Chidambaram, only 24 miles from Pondicherry,
he addressed Dumas, the French Governor, offering to
make over to him the town of Karaikal and the
Fort Kirean Gurree, ten villages in the adjacent
country and all the lands depending wupon them,
if Dumas would help him to recover his throne.
It will be remembered that it was Saiyaji himself
who ten yearslater made a similar offer of Devi-
‘kottai to the English in return for their assistance
in restoring him to his throne. Dumas at once
entered into an engagement with Saiyaj, promising
to supply a lakh of rupees in silver, to furnish him
with arms, gunpowder and other .warlike stores and
to render him all further assistance in his power,
In return for this engagement, Saiyaji sent him a
formal deed of cession of Karaikkal. Dumas there-
upon despatched two ships of war with troops, |
artillery and warlike stores to take possession of
Karaikkal and to afford the promised assistance.
These ships anchored off Karaikkal in August 1788.
Meanwhile, Saiyaji had by bribes and promises gained
over the principal nobility of Tanjore including the
all-powerful Saiyid Khan. The result was Sidduji

was suddenly seized in his palace and Saiyaji returned
in triumph to Tanjore.

This was the intelligence which greeted the
captains of the French ships when they anchored
off Karaikkal. Tt wag accompanied by an intimation
that the assistance of the French was not required,
that Karaikkal was occupied by three to four thousand
troops under Khan Saheb, a trusted officer of Saiyaji
and that any attempt to land would be considered
a hostile act  and would be resisted. The French
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captains therupon decided to suspend action pending
instructions from Pondicherry. Saiyaji had in the
meanwhile written in a different strain to Dumas. To
him he declared his perfect willingness to surrender
Karaikkal, but pleaded his inability to do so as he was
not still fully secure in his capital. Dumas was not
deceived by these excuses, but being a prudent man
he decided to accept them although he knew that his
ships were capable of taking Karaikkal by force.
He folt sure that a better opportunity would
sooner or latter occur. For the time being he was-
satisfied with the legal cession of Karaikkal which he
had obtained from the Raja. He recalled the ships
to Pondicherry. ’

The opportunity soon came. No sooner did
Chands Sahib learnt that Saiyaji had broken his
promise to the French than he decided that the
moment had arrived for him to cement his alliance
with the French. He wrote to Dumas that he was
at war with Saiyaji and offered to take Karaikkal
_with his own troops and to make it over to the
French. All this he offered to do as & mark of
his friendship to them. Dumas accepted this offer,
seeing that it involved no risk to the French and
that it did not involve even a suspicion that the
French were greedy for territorial expansion.
Chanda Sahib detached to Karaikkal for territorial
expansion. Chanda Bahib despatched to Karaikkal four
thousand horse commanded by Francisco Pereira, &
Spaniard in his service, but who was entirely attached
to the French interests. The Tanjore forces receded
at their approach and Pereira arrived at Karaikkal
on 6th February 1739 without any opposition. He,
however, found, the fort of Kirean Gurree situated’
on the river about a mile and a half from the
town, occupied by about 400 Tanjore troops. He
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attacked this fort and took it the mnext day and
then hastened with news to Pondicherry. Dumas
immediately despatched a small vessel with . troops
and stores under Pereira to Karaikkal. The ship
reached Karaikkal in the course of a day and Pereira
formally made over to the French, under a deed
dated 14th February 1739, the territory previously
ceded by Saiyaji. A few days latter Dumas sent
& ship of war to Karaikkal with everything necessary
to place the settlement in a state of security.

These measures completely overawed Saiyaji. He
ab once sent messages to Pondicherry, casting all
the blame for his previous acts on the Dutch at
Nagapattinam and as a token of his sincerity he
sent two deeds dated 25th April 1739, one of which
contained a ratification of the former treaty and
the other an order to the inhabitants of the districts
that he had yielded to acknowledge and obey the
French. Before, however, his messages reached
Pondicherry, he was again deposed. His successor
Pratap Singh, however, confirmed Saiyaji's agreement
and likewise granted a greater extent of territory to

the French. He also suggested that they should
fortify it. .

In 1749 the French and Chanda Sahib besieged
Tanjore and extorted from him a concession of an
additional 81 wvillages -in the neighbourhood of
Karaikkal. But 1760 the total number of villages
n the settlement hadrisen to 113 by varrious “pur-
chases and cessions”. The Fort of Karaikkal was
useful to the French as a depot during the war
ab Tiruchirappalli between 1751 and 1754 and it was
confirmed to them by the agreement of the latter
{'ear'. It was the base for Lally’s incursions info

anjore in 1758 and the English naval demons-
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tration against it from the sea was one of the
reasons for his retreat. A Sea-fight occurred off
the place at this juncture in which the French were

defeated:

Early in 1760 the English decided to take
Karaikkal and thus to prevent the French from
annoying the Tanjore Raja. They sent a force by
sea and another from Tiruchirappalli. These succeeded
in taking the town as well as a redoubt called Fort
Dauphin. The French retired to Fort Lewis and
here they were bombarded by the English. The-
bombardment had the effect of destroying the machi-
nery for raising the drawbridge as well as the gate
beyond it, but the English did not know this. At
the same time, they came to know that Lally had
sent a force to relieve the French. They therefore
called upon the French to surrender and this they
did at once. The English, however ‘did nof retain
Karaikkal for a long time. In 1765 they restored
it to the French. It was retaken by them in 1778
and was not finally restored till 1814 when it was
stipulated that no fortifications should be erected
and no more soldiers maintained there than should
be necessary for police purposes.
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