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“ Srirangam contains a second great temple
in the Siva shrine in Tiruvanaikaval or Jambu-
keswaram. This building surpasses the larger
Vishnu temple in architectural beauty. It com-
prises five enclosures. The outermost of these
contains streets and houses. The next or fourth
is surrounded by a wall 35 feet high and 6 feet
thick and measures 2436 feet by 1493. In this
stands a mantapam supported on nearly 800
pillars and a tank fed by a perpetual spring which
is surrounded by over a hundred pillars. In the
next enclosure is a beautiful portico of cruciform
shape leading upto the door of the sanctuary.
In the same enclosure grows a tope of cocoanuts
to which the image from the great Vishnu Pagoda
was formerly brought for one day in the year.
This practice has been given up owing to quarrels
between the Saivites and the Vaishnavites.

The name Jambukeswaram is derived from
Jambu, the sanskrit name for the naval tree and
Iswara and is applied to the God of this temple
because the image is placed under a Jambu tree
which is much venerated and is said to be many
hundred years old. 'The name Thiruvanaikaval
i3 said locally to mean the ‘tope of the haly elephant’.
It is said to be derived from the story that a
spider and elephant both worshipped the lingam
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under the Jambu tree, the former by spinning its
web over the stone and the latter by pouring
water over it. The elephant’s operations naturally
ruined the spider’s work and the insect became
so annoyed that it crawled up the elephant’s
trunk, caused the animal much pain and declined
to come down until the saint Saramamuni of the

Trichinopoly Rock came and reconciled the anta-
gonists.

The temple is of great sanctity since it con-
tains the appu (water) lingam which is one of the
five elemental lingams held sacred throughout
Southern India. As a matter of fact when the
cauvery or Coloroon is ip flood, water percolates
through and surrounds the lingam with a little
pool and many suppose that this is the origin of
the names for the lingams. In the building are
several inscriptions of the Hoysalas.”

(T'richinopoly District Gazetieer)

“This temple is now called Jambukesvara,
Tiruvanaikkaval or Tiruvanaikoyil. The first of
these three names means “ (the image of) Isvara
(i. e. Siva) (under) the Jambu (tree)” and the
two others are corruptions of the ancient name
of the locality viz, Tiruvanaikka ¢ The Sacred
elephant grove.” The full designation of the god,
as used in the inscriptions, is * The Lord of the
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sacred elephant grove, alias the Lord of the three
worlds, who is pleased to reside gladly under the
shade of the Sacred white jambu tree (tiru-ven-
naval)”’. This name and the modern name Jambu-
kesvara refer to an ancient legend. ¢ In a grove
near the Chandratirtha in the chola country, a
linga of Siva made its appearance under a white
jumbu tree (Vennaval). This was daily worshipped
by a white elephant. Therefore the place received
the name ¢ The Sacred elephant grove ” (Tiruva-
naikka). Over the linga, a spider constructed a
canopy in order to prevent dry leaves from
dropping on the linga. When the elephant saw
the cobwebs, he tore them down, because he
considered them out of place. The Spider became
angry, crawled into the trunk of the elephant and
bit it. The animal dashed his trunk on the
ground and died. So did the spider. In due
course, the spider was reborn as the son of the
Chola king Subhadeva and his queen Kamalavati.
The boy received the name Ko-Senkannan i. e.
“King of the Red eye.” and inherited his father’s
kingdom. He possessed the faculty of remember-
ing his former births, and constructed a temple
of Siva near the white jambu tree in the sacred
elephant grove, where he, as a spider, had
formerly worshipped the linga.”

(8. 1. E. Reports.)
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“ This inscription is engraved on the north
wall of the second prahara of the siva temple of
Jambukeswara near Srirangam in the Trichinopoly
District. It records the grant of one veli of land
in the village of Vadagarai Venkonkudi to the
God of Tiruvanaika by a provincial chief Valaka-
kamaya alias Akkalaraja. He styles himself a
Bhima among the cholas. He bears also the title
Mahamandaleswara which suggests that he was
a subordinate chief, probably, under one of the
last kings of the first Vijayanagara dynasty. The
grant was made on the auspicious day of Maha-
magha which fell on sunday, the full-moon thithi
in the month of kumba in the Plava Year Saka

Samvat 1403. This corresponds to 3rd February
1482 A.D,” (8. 1. 1)
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