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FOREWORD

The Central Institute of Indian Languages was set up on the 17th July, 1969, with
a view to assisting and coordinating the development of Indian Languages. The Institute
was charged with the responsibility of serving as a nucleus to bring together all the research
and literary output from the various linguistic streams to a common head and narrowing
the gap between basic research and developmental research in the field of languages and
linguistics in India.

The Institute and its five Regional Language Centres are thus engaged in research
and teacking which leads to the publication of a wide.ranging variety of materials.
Materials designed for teaching/learning at different levels and suited to specific needs is
one of the major areas of interest in its series of publications. Basic research relating to
the acquisition of language and study of language in its manifold psychosocial relations
constitute another broad range of its interest. These materials will include materials
produced by the members of the staff of the Central Institute of Indian Languages and its
Regional Language Centres and associated scholars from Universities and Institutions,
both Indian and foreign.

Two psycholinguistic experiments conducted by the CIIL in Kannada and Malayalam
to test (a) whether there is a gap between the language achievement at the end of the school
stage and the language requirement at the beginning of the college entrance stage, parti-
cularly when the mother-tongue is the medium of instruction at both the stages; (b)
whether the gap can be mapped in terms of language skills; (c) whether skills can be
hierarchically related and (d) whether the proper input and scientifically controlled
process can enhance learning with economy and efficiency yield a 100-hour bridge
course,

The experiment demonstrated that the lack of objective and direction in teaching
mother-tongue, the emphasis on teaching of literature, particularly ancient and medieval
literature, and total negligence of conceptual prose result in a situation at the end of the
school stage which leaves a distinct gap to be bridged if the student is to use his mother-
tongue as medjum at the college stage. It was also found that a Bridge Course of the type
d;vmd by the CIIL which i need-oriented and skill-based is an effeetive .tool-to bridge
the gulf.
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Realising the need for and importance of the Bridge Course devised by the CIIL, the
Association of Indian Universities has recommended to its members the adoption of the
CIIL-Bridge Course in all the Indian Languages.

It is gratifying that the International Institute of Tamil Studies, Madras has taken
initiative in preparing the Tamil Bridge Course in collaboration with the Institute. The
participation of members of the International Institute of Tamil Studies and Officials of
the Directorate of Collegiate Education in the administration of the Bridge Course has
facilitated our work., This is an excellent example of technology transfer from the
Institute and collaboration between the central and State*Government agencies.

If the students studying through the Tamil medium find it rewarding I will consider
the project a success.

Central Institute of Indian Languages. D. P. PATTANAYAK
Manasagangotri, Mysore-570 006 Director
26th April, 1977
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