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YOUTHFUL MARTYRS

IN
ANCIENT TIMES.

Eighteen hundred years ago
all the people in the world except
the Jews were idolaters. This
was the case even among the
most enlightened nations of the
time. In the city of Europe most
famed for its learning, idols were
80 numerous, that 1t was said te
 be easier to find a god in it than
a man. '
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The Lord Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God, became in-
carnate for our salvation. He per-
fectly obeyed all God's’ laws which
we had broken, and died on the
cross for our sins. Before return-
ing to heaven, He commanded
His disciples to go and teach -
all nations His Gospel, or the
way of salvation by believing on
Him. :

The diseiples of Christ went to
many countries, teaching the
people that idols made with hands
were no gods, and that the great
Creator of heaven and earth alone
should be worshipped, and His
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Son Jesus Christ be accepted as
the Saviour. |

In course of time many persons
gave up ‘idolatry, and became
Christians. The heathen priests,
finding their temples beginning to
be deserted, and no longer receiv-
ing such rich offerings as before,
stirred up kings and rulers to per-
secute the Christians. To enrage
the people against them, they cir-
culated false reports, as that they
- murdered young children, eat

their flesh, and drank their blood.
* A great part of the world was
. then under the emperors of Rome,
- who.were worshipped as gods
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throughout - their  dominions. ~
Images were made of the em-
perors, and the people sacrificed
and bowed down to them asto
their other idols. .

The early Christians were com-
manded to worship the images
of the emperors and other idols,
and, because they refused to do so,
vast numbers were put to death. .
T will now tell you'about two boys
who gave up their lives on this
account. , ‘

A Christian was carried forth
to-die assa martyr in the city.
of Antioch.  Ask any little
child,” said he, ¢ whether 1t were
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better to worship one God, the
Maker of heaven and earth, and
one Saviour, who is able to save us, .
. or to worship the many false gods
whom the heathen serve.”’
- Just at that time a Christian
mother had come to the spot,
holding in her hand, a son about
nine or ten years old. The
. heathen judge no sooner heard
- the martyr’s words than his eye
rested on the child, and he
desired the questions to be put to -
him. T
The question was asked ; and, -
to the surprise of those who heard
it, the boy replied, “God is one,
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and Jesus Christ 1s one with the
Father.”

The judge was filled with rage.
« Oh, base Christian !”* he said to
the mother, ¢ thou hast taught
that child to.answer thus”” Then
turning to the boy, he said, more
mildly,” * Tell me, child, how did
you learn this faith.”

The boy looked lovingly in his
mother’s- face, and replied. i
was Gtod’s grace that taught it to
my dear mother ; and she taught
1t to me.” \ :

.. “ Let us see now what the love
of Christ can do for you,” cried
the cruel judge ; and at a sign
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from him, the officers, who stood
- ready with their wooden rods, after
the fashion of the Romans, in-
stantly seized the boy. Gladly
would the mother have saved her
child, even at the expense of her
own life ; but she could not do so:
yet did she whisper to him to trust
" in the love of Christ, and to speak
the truth.

¢ What can the love of Christ
do for him now ?? asked the
judge. It enables him to en-
- dure what his Master endured
for him and for us all,” was the
reply :

And again they smote the child.
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~ “What can the love of Christ do
for him now ?” and tears fell
even from heathen eyes-as that
mother, as much tortyred as her
son, answered, “ It teaches him to
forgive his persecutors.”

The boy watched his mother’s
eyes as they rose up to heaven
for him ; and when his tormen-
tors asked whether he would not
now acknowledge the gods they
served, and dehy Christ, he
still eried, “ No! there is no other
God but one, and Jesus Christ is
the Redeemer of the world. He
loved me, and I love Him for
Hislove.”



The poor boy now fainted be-
tween the repeated strokes, and
they cast the bruised body into
the mothey’s arms, erying,  See
_what the love of Christ can do for
him now.”

As the mother pressed her child
gently to her own crushed heart,
she answered, “ That,love will
take him from the wrath of man
 to the peace of heaven.”

¢ Mother,” cried the dying boy,
“ give me a drop of water from
our cool well upon my tongue.”

The mother said, Already,
- dearest, hast thou tasted of the

well that springeth up to ever-
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lasting life—the gFace which
Christ gives to His little one—
thou hast spoken the truth in
love ; arise now, for thy Saviour
calleth for thee. May He grant
thy poor mother grace to follow
in thy bright path.”

The little martyr faintly ralsed
his eyes, and said again, ¢ There
18 but one God, and one Saviour,
Jesus Christ, whom He hassent ;”’
and so saying, gave up his
life.

A boy, called Cyril, belongmg
toanother city, becamea Christian.
His father was an idolater, and
because Cyril would not worship
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his false gods, he treated him very
cruelly, ‘and turned him out of
doors. .

The Governor having heard of
it ordered Cyril to be brought to
him. He treated him very kindly
at first, and tried to persuade him
to give up the service of Christ,
- and sacrifice toidols. “My child,”
he said, “I will pardon your faults, .
and your father shall receive you,
if you will only be wise.”” The,
boy answered, “ I rejoice in suffer-
ing reproaches for what I have
done ; God will receive me, with
whom I shall be better than with
my father. I cheerfully renounce
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earthly estates, that I may be
made rich in heaven. I am not
afraid of death, because it will
bring me to a better life.”

Then the governor ordered him
to be bound, as if he were going
to be killed ; for he thought that
when Cyril saw the fire, and was
told he was to be thrown into it,
or else be beheaded, he would be.
afraid. - But he was not, and they
took him back to the governor,
who said to him, “ My child, you
have seen both the fire and the
sword. Be wise, and return to
your house and fortune.” Cyril
answered, “I fear neither the fire
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- nor the sword. God will receive
me. Put me to death without
delay, that I may the sooner go
to him.” The people who stood
by wept for him' But he said to
them, ¢ You ought rather to re-
joice‘ ; you do notknow what sort of
kingdom Iam going to possess.”
And so /he went joyfully to the
place of éxecution.

In this country no ore is put
to death for being a Christian, but
‘many have had to leave father and

mother for the sake of the Gospel.
- They will not' be losers in the end.
- Jesus Christ says, “Thereismno
man who hath left father and
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‘mother,and brethren and wife, and

sisters, and houses and lands for
my sake and the gosPel but he
shall receive a hundred fold more
in the present time, and in the
- world to come everlasting life.”
On the other hand, those who are
ashamed to confess Christ Tbefore
men will be denied by Him be-
fore the face of His Father who
is in heaven.”

Some are the children of Chris-
tians, and do not need to make
such sacrifices. But all are re-
guired to give up sin and every
evil passion; to accept Jesus as’
their Saviour, to love and obey
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Him. God will help you to do
so, if you ask Him ; and then,
whether you live long or die
early, you W111 be happy for
fever. .



/. MORNING PRAYER.

O Lord, T thank thee for taking
care of me the past night. Forgive
‘all my sing for the sake of Jesus
Christ, -and may thy Holy Spirit
create in mea clean heart. Watch
over me this day, and keep me from
all sin, Make all men know thee
and love thee. Hear my prayer for
the sake of Jesus Christ. ~Amen.

' EVENING PRAYER.

O Lord, look down on ‘me this
,night. - Forgive for Christ’s sake,
whatever I have done wrong, and
may thy Holy Spirit make me holy.
Bless my friends, and have mercy
upon all men. Take care of me this
night ; and when I die, let my soul
go to be with thee for ever. T
ask all in the name of Jesns
Christ. Amen. :






