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INTRODUCTION

T have had the privilege of reading in proof
+he latest critical appreciation of ‘Nedunalvadai’
(the long bracing North wind) of Poet Nakirar
by Mr. K. Kodandapani Pillai, Deputy Collector
of the Madras Provincial Civil Service. Unlike
the superficial and supercilious Amateur Dilet-
tanti whose purblind eyes and bankrupt minds
are beauty and poetry-proofs, Mr. Pillaiis a
widely read scholar with real catholic culture,
.cosmopolitan sympathies and refined tastes.

His present approach to the famous Ode
f Nakirar is as profound as it is novel at least
in Tamil literary criticism. His critique is not
of the common brand of jejune generalities

#and unmeaning superficialities ; but is a
daringly original dissertation, provoking and
challenging thought. It refreshingly reveals
his wide scholarship, deep thinkingand discern -
ing critical acumen on the one side and his
varied and versatile talents and masterly grasp
of human psychology on the other. He readily
.enters into the moods of the master-poet and
Juminously expounds with consummate skill
his terse and delicate touches and superbly
elusi.ve suggestions. He educes, enunciates and
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elaborates every emotion and ruling passion of
the different characters in the poem,

After clearing the ground with a few
preliminary and necessary observations and
suggestions, he goes directly ‘to deal with the
dominant theme and the intricate and intri-
guing situations depicted by the marvellous
genius of Nakirar with his serene naivete and
superb economy of words. He first remarks
and iavites attention to the opening scenes
and surroundings the poet creates for the drama.
and denouement staged in his masterpiece. Their:
apt and appropriate hé,rm.ony with the atti-
tudes and outlook of the hero and heroine of
this exquisite poem is felicitously and briefly
explained- Then, the curtain is raised on the
scene in the winter-camp of the Herc.)-warrior—
the great Pandian Nedunchelian—on a wet
and windy, dark and drizzling night. The &
king is seen on the stage, not mooning or moan-
ing in bed for his lack-luxury camp life, nor
brooding over deferred victory or suffered
reverses ; but active on his legs, visiting and.
consoling his wounded soldiers in their straw
sick-beds escorted by a single torch-bearer, the
Chief Commander and accompanied by the
adjutant colonels and captains as lovingly as.
by the devoted fighting mammoth elephants and
other beasts. He was profoundly unperturbe &

.



Vil

_ by the beating ram, slushy mire or chill north

.

wind and pitch dark night, thoroughly uncons-
cious of his kingly state and discomforts. He
was alert and alive only to the sufferings of his

faithful followers, regardless of their ranks,
who wers mauled and mutilated in battling for

his sake and fighting under his flag. The critic
compares this portrait of Nakirar’s Hero with
those of other great warrior-kiags in similar
situations sketched by other poets like Nappu-
thanar of yore and later Kamban of epic fame.
Those pictures featured equally illustrious
warrior-kings—but one depressed by defeat
and designing for victory and the other sullenly
gnashing his teeth in mortification for his

humbled pride and eating his very heart out for

smarting shame. Their love was self-centred
and so with wounded amour propre they brooded
over reverses and bewailed their ill-luck which
they could not stand, Nakirar’s Hero is serene
in dauntless majesty and his royal heart thril-
led in unison with and in universal sympathy
for the sorrows and sufferings not of himseslf
or his loving kinsfolk, not even of his loyal
dependents alone, but of the entire sentient
world. In his love-lorn lonely camp life, even
when he was merely vegetating under the

winter weather which entailed a truce of his

battling ardour, he did not turt his heart with
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any single thought to his'most-loved queen who
was pining for him in the distant capital, feel-
ing forlorm in the midst of a multitude of
loving maids and coaxing mothers and of royal
pomp and unparalleled luxury of the peerless
palace of the far-famed Pandians, Such was
the standard of devotion to public duty that
is eschewed and tabooed all distractions of every
"kind which might lead to any dereliction;
that was the ideal of the Tamil savant in times
of yore. Never once is any hero to be found in
literature as inclining to, and muech less indulg-
ing in love musings in camp, not at least till
the campaign ends and the men are free to
revert to their personal loves. The critic essays
to show that Nakirar so idealizes his Hero as
to sort him out to be of a distinet category of
~selfless supermen in sharp contrast with the
plebeian rroletariate typified in the poem by
the timid helpless shivering shepherdson the
one hand and with the self-seeking brawny
knights and pleasure-hunting Bacchanalian
warriors on the other.

Our critie then beckons us to the royal.
palace where the chaste Pandian Penelope was
pining for her absent lord.. Here again he
shows that Nakirar compares and contrasts
three types of women : one class represents the
ordinary pious simple Hindu wives commoply :
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contented, yet susceptible of joy and sorrow in
life; a second set comprises the gay self-adoring
pelles who love to be admired and languish
when neglected. To the third uncommon order
of pure-hearted lofty-souled matrons who loss
themselves in their love for their husbands and
live for them alone, belongs the paragon Queen
of the Hero-King. Her lofty love for the lord
of her heart makes her pensive and pining
and fills her with anxious grief for his absence
in the battlefield. Yet on a sudden flash caused
by a casual look on a painting of the lascivious
-moon-god and his favourite voluptuous wife
and with sound reflection she suddenly recog-
. nizes the ignoble element of her selfish love
that longs for her lover for her own sake, and
the lofty nobility of his devotion for his public
and kingly duty which keeps him away fight-
_ing the enemies of his people’s peace. And
from that very instant, she sings her selfish
grief and serenely rises to live up to his devoted
ideal of universal unselfish love and of service
to all, as such a Hero’s consort should be.

He concludes his monograph with a fine '
and eloquent emphasis with = which he endea-
vours to show that Nakirar’'s exquisite poem
enshrines a magnificent philosophy of self-
sacrificing universal love as the basic and
governing principle of peace and of the happy
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kingdom of God on earth. He elaborates this
thesis, namely, all love which starts from self
glows into divine grandeur only when it out-
grows its limifations and blossoms into selfless
universality. He clinches his view by deducing
or trying to deduce from the poem that
Nakirar purposely "makes animals, birds and
even plantsin the background to incline to tran-

“scend their natural mating and propagating
instincts and tendencies. Thisisa very original,
if bold, thesis and our critic: endeavours not
merely to indicate but also to develop and
demonstrate by apt quotations from the poem
and by lavishly laying almost all classics,
ancient and modern, under contribution in
support of his view.

It may be possible to differ from some
of his interpretations; but it is difficult to
withhold admiration for the scientific analysis
of his data and the consummate synthesis of
deductions which point to the new philosophic
moral of this exquisite Ode of Nakirar.

‘ Malayaham ’
Pasumalai

S. S. BHARATHT
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