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PREFACE

It has been my special privilege to learn the melodies of the famous |
composer Syama Sastri, and his descendants from his great grandson, the
late Sri Venkatasubrahmanya Sastri, popularly known ag Syama Sastri,
for a period of four years. I learnt all the pieces published in this volume
orally, and have been able to set them in ‘sa ri ga ma’ notation after

playing them on the vina before my teacher.
handed down by tradition.

I consider, therefore, this i
musical version to be an orthodox one, ‘

The musical text and notation are given in Tamil. To facilitate
correct pronunciation and proper understanding of the meaning, the
words of every composition are given in Telugu and in Sanskrit
(Devanagari). A separate line of the svarag with the gamaka signs is
given in Sanskrit to meet the larger needs of India.

| Dated 2nd Februar J, 1946,

In the older books of Singardcharlu and - Subbarama Dikshitar, the
contracted symbol for the svara ¢ Dhaivata’ ig,«Dha’ (or §—19). Bab
South India has come to choose the softer ¢ Da’ (or — ), practically,
in singing svaras, except for Shagsruti Dhaivata. Hence Da (66— T ) has

been purposely used in the notation.

I hope that my efforts in bringing out this book will help to preserve
in their purity of style, the classical melodies of the Sastri family,
ineluding those of Subbaraya Sastri (his son), and Annagvami Sastri
(his grandson), and that the pieces thereby will gain a wider circulation,
which they richly deserve.

MADRAS,
(Mrs.) S, VIDYA, B.A, L.T,

INTRODUCTION

1—Gamaka Signs*

It is generally recognised that the musical forms of South Indian
Music cannot be stabilized without the adoption of specific symbols to
denote Gamaka (viz., the various minute movements taking place on the
strings of the vina). Our Art Music is Vina Music and so it is largely
impressed by the technicalities of the vina and the sounds arising therefrom.
Such an attempt was made in the year 1904 by Subbarama Dikshitar in
his voluminous work ¢ Sangita Sampradaya Pradarsini” in Telugu. To
preserve the high standards of our musical art, it is absolutely essential
to bring the symbols into use, also in the matter of the feaching of music.
After a good foundation in the subject, there is great scope for seli-
education, by the study of melodies written down with such symbols, by
a student of music. I am therefore writing this introduction in English
to enable the larger public to understand these symbolg, to denote ¢ graces’.
In additibn to the 11 signs used by Subbarama Dikshitar (explained by
him especially in- Tamil algo) [ have introduced three more, and classified
these as sub-divisions under two c_>f the gamakas. That is to say, 14 types

* My article in the Journal of the Music Academy, Madras, Vol. XIV has been

re-arranged and enlarged for this introduction.

of mechanical movements are fairly sufficient to describe the graces in
Carnatic music.

2. Most of the gamakas may be written down in svaras in dvitiya
or (ritiya, kala. But, when we say out the svaras of a musical phrasge,
we do not pronounce the anusvaras (crushed notes) ; but we sing with
the latter. So we should try as far as possible to evolve these grace signs
in addition to notation, instead of explaining the svaras with the  anusvarag
with single or double lines under them.

3. Broadly speaking, Gamakas may be classified, in my opinion,
under two heads :—

(@) Gamaka-sambandha Gamakas : Those of a wavy type, which
are commonly understood as Gamaka ; and,

(b) Janta-sambandha Gamakas: Those which are sung with a
siress.

In the former, we feel the shake in the svara, and in the latter,
instead of an oscillation, only the svara is touched upon. I have generally
adopted the symbols given for the several gamakas in Dikshitar’s book ;



1 have, however, classified them under the above two categories and
amplified his explanations. Any slight departure therefrom is explained
in foot-notes.
. (@) Gamaka-sambandha ones are :
(1) Kampita om ™
(2) Pratyahata ¥

(b) Janta-sambandha ones are :
(6) Sphurita A
(7) Ravai A

(3) Nokku w (8) Khandippu +/
(4) Odukkal x (9) Errajaru
(5) Vali @ (10) Erakkujaru \

(11) Orikkai ¥ A

N.B.—For Pratyahata and Sphurita signs respectively, Dikshitar has
adopted the geometrical signs - (because) and .. (therefore). I have
merely joined the dots for clarity in printing. Another change I have
carried out is that the straight lines used for representing the Kalas (time
measures) are drawn below the svara-line so that they may not obstruct
the gamaka signs in printing or writing them.

4. i, The Gamakas are explained below :
(1) Kampita : Kampita means a shake. Generally, when we speak

of a Kampita gamaka, we mean the oscillation from a higher to a lower

om
For example, in the phrase ga maa pa in Sankarabharana, the
This gamaka is usually

svara.
gamaka svara is pa ma pa ma in a wavy {ashion.
oseillated twice. In cases where we come across more than two oscillations,
a wavy line may be added for every further oscillation.

There is another type of Kampita, which Dikshitar has not differen-
tiated from the ordinary Kamplta The second Kampita i8 the oscillation
of a svara from a lower to @ higher svara ; for example, in the charana of

Jemnadella—Todl, in the first words ga, ; ga, ; the gandhara is oscillated
‘ Ra ma Sri

from the rishabba. As this gamaka cannot possibly be negligible, I have
introduced a sign for this Kampita, viz., a two-curved wave (mn) above the
gvara, the other being a three-curved wave.

" There is a third type of Kampita where the movement does not extend
to the pitch of the next svara. It is of a larger range than a ¢tremello’,
The emall sign ~ of a smg]e curve is suggested for this e.g.—Notice the
ri occnrrmg ﬁve times as ririri n, Ti—for Cheluvameera in the Anupallavi
'of the Kriti Alagalella of Tyagara]a in Madhyamavatl

ii

(2) Pratyahata: V Pratyahata is the wavy gawaka given to the second
note in the avarcha and aroha janta-svara. In the Kalyani .varna

(Adi tal2) sa sa, sa ni da ri sa-—ni ni da da pa ma—ga ma the ni ni da da

is nitsani daanida. This kind of janta-svara, where the higher svara is

sought help of, is Pratyahata.

(3) Nokkw: W Nokku is a Kampita where the time given for the

oscillation is very shori. In singing sa ri ga ma, in Mayamalavagaula the
gvara ga arises from the higher svara ma and is usually given a pull on the
lower svara ga itself on the Vina. In view of the fact that the pull given
to the svara makes us feel the presence of a stress, we can clasgify Nokku
under the janta-sambandha gamaka also. In avaroha, the oscillation
hecomes a slow slide from the higher svara (e.g.) ma ma, g8 ri 8a in
Begada. When the slide is very slow, it is better we indicate the gamaka
by writing the svara from which the slide takes place with Erakkujaru

W pa\

gign \ 28 ma mas ga ri sa.

(4) Odukkal : x Odukkal is a’ kampita of the second type ~~. The
time given to the oscillation is wery short. There is only a single oscilla-
tion. In odukkal, we have a strong landing on the lower svara and reach
the higher svara by a slight oscillation. As Nokku resembles the first type
of kampita (¢yy) in its single wavy motion, so does Odukkal resemble the

b3
second type of kampita () in a single wavy motion e.g. (ga. ga ri sa) for
Odukkal, in the last charana-svara in Bhairavi varna (Ata tala). ‘

(5) Vali: ® The Vali oceurs generally with a long svara with two or
The svara by itsell is not given an oscillation. It has
Landing in one svara, there

three matras.
anusvaras before and after the gamaka svara.
is a circular movement by which the effect of one, two or three svaras is
produced. It generally occurs in Punnagavarali, Ahiri, Asaveri, where
long svaras going over two or three svara intervals are produced.

4, ii, The janta-sambandha gamakus are explained below :

(6) Sphurita : A Sphuritam is the stress given to the second svara of

A .
In 92 sa, the second sa is supported by the lower
This sphurita occurs not only in

the Janta-svara-prayoga.
svara ni. The phrase is really sa 5t sa.

Aroha (ascent) as Dikshitar says bub also in Avaroha, Even in avaroha,



only the lower svara is touched before uttering the second janta-gvara, In
playing sa $a ni ni da da pa pa, the vina player at first has his fore-finger
for the frst svara; and for producing the second svara the fore-finger is
drawn back to the fret behind, and the middle finger comes in its place.
This backward movement of the fore-finger brings the stress given to the
second svara. Similarly, on any other instrument to give the stress to the
gecond svara, the lower svara is touched, which is really the background
between the two svaras. -

Apa

(7) Ravai: A Insome combinations of svaras, pa ma is sung as pa ma
where before coming to ma, the pa itself is repeated softly with a touch
of sphurita,

The pa ma comes to pa ma, pa ma. This gamaka is more

common in avaroha (descent).

(8) Khandippw : +/ Khandippu is also more common in avaroha
(descent). It is practically a nokku with a pause between two alternate
svaras backwards. The pause is marked by the intermediate svara which

is the khandippu. In singing the phrase ma ga pa ma Ve rii sa in

VEaN

Surati, or pa ma
presence of a fresh breath after ma. The ri has a slide from the inter-
The khandippu svara is n0f pronounced in singing but

ri, sa in Kalyani, there is a slight break or the

mediate svara ga.
there is the existence of the intermediate svara in that phrase. The ravai
and khandippu are not gamakas to the svaras in a musical phrase, but to
the anusvaras. These anusvaras are written in small letters above the

gvara line with their respective signs.

(9) & (10) Errajary and Braklhwjaru : (7, \) are respectively the
slides in asecent and descent of svaras. The slides may take place between
any two svaras. In cases where there are a number of intermediate
gvaras, all intermediate svaras are nof sounded. When we say sa,
we reach that svara from somewhere else. In some places the starting

gyara of the slides is distinct. In such places, the anusvara is written

-/, . .
above the line with the jaru (e.g.,)  sa, ni da pa, in Anandabhairavi, In

places where the slide starts from the preceding svara in a musical phase,
~ only the sign is shown.

(1) Orikkai: Y Orikkai is in a way a janta-sambandha type of
Odukkal. There is a feeling of a kampita because of the whirl in the

WYy -
combination of the svaras (e.g.,) ni da pa - (Mayamalavagaula kriti)
Thu la si dalamu : '

&

W
is really ni Pa,, da ma ,, pa. In Odukkal the gamaka svara is reached with
Thu

an oscillation, whereas in Orikkai the gamaka svara is only touched upon

plainly., The time given to the landing in the previous svara is the same
in both Odukkal and Orikkai, In both, the anusvara is the lower svara

and the time given to this lower svara is fairly long ; and the anusvara

is not written down, as in Ravai and Khandippu.

We have a second type of Orikkai gamaka, where the anusvara

is the higher svara with a slight Errajarn. In Sankarabharana da ni saa—
A i :
sa da pa the ri is touched after saa. I should like to introduce the sign A

(an inverted form of oriklcai) for this.

IT-Notation
i, Besides the above symbols for ‘graces,” the following signs are
used in ‘sa ri ga ma’ notation. The letters sa ri ga ma pa da ni
(H fRaoage ﬁl) gtand as abbreviations for the seven
svaras, Shadja, Rishaba, Gandhara, Madhyama, Panchama, -
Dhaivata and Nishada respectively, H&S, F¥, IR,
wegd, 954, i‘ﬁa, and M9IE respectively. '

3.

ii. The seven svaras (or less) ordinarily entering the melody will
be denoted in a framework of 13 squares to represent the
twelve svaraslanas in the octave of the vina and the octave of
shadja, e.7., Raga, Asaveri, Janya in Mela 8.

v (2] Jo] o] 4[] 7

IR

o[e

d

* An asterisk above a svara denotes a different (visesha) svara, not
belonging to the sancharakrama (i.e. aroha and avaroha, ascent and
descent according to the derivation from the mela raga, (or scale).

iii. The short sounds like sa and pa (q & q) represent each one
sub-unit of time only. The elongation of the vowel as in sag
and paa represents two sub-units of time, the corresponding’
sounds in Sanskrit and the vernacular being @1 g g
evr & ur and 3~ & ¥ regpectively.



?’”"* s

iv

iv. , A comma placed next to a svara increases its duration by a

gub-unit of time,

s A semi-colon placed after a svara likewise increases its
duration by two sub-units of time,

——— A ghort horizontal line placed delow a svara or group of
svaras halves the duration of the svara or the group.

Two such lines reduce the duration to one-fourth.
N.B.—In this book these lines appear belqw the svaras in Sanskrit characters and above
the Tamil characters.

— A dash between svaras denotes a break or stop in the voice.

A dot placed below a svara denotes that the gvara belongs to the lower
octave (Mandara sthayee). A dot above the svara denotes that it belongs
to the higher octave (Tara sthayee). A Sthayee or an octave is of 7 gvaras
from sa to ni. Svaras without any dots above or below are of the Madhya
Sthayee or middle octave.

ma pa da ni sa ri ga ma pa da ni sa ri ga ma pa

nqzﬁraﬁﬂwqaﬁéﬁfrﬁ&

To enable those ignorant of SBanskrit to understand the gamaka signs
on the svaras written in Sanskrit, their corresponding letters in the
vernacular are given below.

84 — saa — ri — rii — ga — gaa — ma - maa - pa — paa — da — daa - ni — nii
g @ R-Q-W-T #F-W-0-9q -T-J-M-F
w—ur—M—-F =& — &1 — 0w —wr — Uu—-—uT— g — &1 ~@§ — 1§
e - 8-B8 - K- - - -F--8-7°-0-5

II1—Tala

Talas or the durations of time in the melody can be easily understood
ag a summation of units of time intervals. I need not explain here the
scheme of the tala system, but I confine myself to the few lalas, which are
used in this book, In notation, usually, we render the talas in sub-uniﬁs,
i.0., the tala of 8 units is written in 16 or 32 sub-units, as the case may be.
The following is the table of talas used in this book with their respective
Aksharakalas, or total units of time, the way of rendering them and

signs.

The angas of a tala are a laghu, a dritam, and anudritam. The laghu
consists of a beat and finger-counts which vary ; the dritam consists of a
beat and a wave ; anudritam is only a beat. The total units in a laghu are
represenied by the number adjacent to the letter 1. In notation, the
corresponding signs are lp, 0 and ¥

T'ala. Units. Method of rendering. Sigus.

(1) Ropaka 6 2 + 4
A beat and a wave +

1 beat and 3 finger counts.
5+ 1 + 2

A beat and 4 finger counts +
a beat +

U1,
(2) Khanda- 8 _
jampa. 1, Vv 0

a beat and a wave.

S 42 +8

A beat and 2 finger counts +
a beat and a wave +

2 beat and a wave.
44242

A beat and 3 finger counts +
a beat and a4 wave +

(8) Triputa 7
1,00

(4) Adi 8

a beat and a wuve.

5+ 50+ 2 42

A beat and 4 finger counts +
a beat and 4 finger counts
a beat and a wave. +

a beat and a wave.

3+ 4

A wave and a Deat

(5) Ata tala 14

1515 0 0

(6) Chapn 7

or :
4 + 3 I,
a beat and a wave.

(7) Tisra Eka 3 A beat 1
3

Generally in all music books sangatis, which are vai*iations and
complexities of a musical avaria are rendered fully in notation. To be
more clear, the laghu or drata or anudruta (parts of an avarta) is written
down fully, repeating the previous sangati to some extent with the intro-
duction of the new sangati; and the dittos occur only where there i



absolutely no variation between two sangatis. But I have ‘avoided repeti:
tion, and introduced the dittos even in the middle of the.angas or parts of
the avarta. This method is followed so as to help the students to know
exactly where the sangati or variation begins. In compositions, where the
gecond half of the charana has the same run of svaras as the anupallavi,
the words alone of the former have been given in the corresponding angas
of the tala, omitting the svaras,

IV—Ragas of the kritis
In this book, I have not gone into detail, in deseribing the
. gancharakrama and prayogas of the ragas, it being a very extensive
subject to deal with. But as a necessary minimum, to help the studént to
know the ragas, the aroha, avaroha and the name of the parent raga (if
V janya) is given af the head of every composition, Only a few important
notes on some ragas have been given here, as studied from the kritis.

ii, Syama Sastri has handled rare or apoorva ragas with as much
eage as any other raga. Similarly in talas, he has chosen the
difficnlt Chapu tala as his favourite, and composed many of his
finest pieces therein with perfect mastery and ease,

iil, After astudy of many compositions in Kalyani raga, I find that
Syama Sastri has given the grealest importance to rishaba
therein, His groups of svaras around the svara have made it
to be frisruti and not a chatursruti as we find in other
composers’ kritis in the raga.

iv. Taking Sastri’s Anandabhairavi, one can say, his is the standard
for the raga.
gandhara ouly, in his pieces, and does not use Kakali N ishada,
nor pa ni sa. As a scholar once put it, we can say * Sastri has
kept the Aunanda (joy) of the raga in his Antaragandhara
prayogas”. However, in his kriti * Pahi Sri ” he has nof made
uge of the Antaragandhara at all.

v. Perhaps the only kriti in Kalgada in vogue is Sastri’s (though
there is another, text only, of Thyagaraja). I find in gome

He has used as a wvisesha svara the Antara-

v

books that\' musiciang have discussed thig raga and conecluded

its sancharakrama as :— sa ri ga pa da ni da 8a - sa ni da pa
ga ri sa a8 a janya of the 13th Mela, Gayaka-Priya. According

to the kriti, the aroha and avaroha are: sa ri ga pa da sa -
sa ni da pa ga ri sa. The special prayoga is pa da ni da pa.
The following swara after pa da ni da ('T T ﬁ-[ﬂ') is only pa,
and not sa. : .

vi. In Chintamani, it i8 always ga sa in avaroha; when we say
gaa rii saa, as in the beginning of the kriti ¢ Devi brova’, the sa
comes only from the ga fret. To enable us to catch this poiat
correctly, Sastri has mostly used a long ri. -

vil. [n Natakuranji, Sastri hag always used ma ni da ni sa and not
ma da ni ga. There is a prayoga ea da pa |ga ma pajgarisa|:
as a variant, sa ri ga ma, is also usel. '

viii. Ahiri is a janya raga of Vakulabharana. (Mela 14)
[
q ﬁl ’

s

fol=, [#d ¢

Aroha and Avaroha are g3 ma ga ma pa da ni sa and a ni da
ni daa pa ma garisa: ga*ma pa is a special prayoga with
Sadharana gandhara.

iz. To understand the correct prayogas of the ragas, it.is best to
gtudy the compositions well. In order to'give asreal a picture
of the orthodox version of the kritis of the Sastri family, as
possible, I have taken the pains of rendering them with gamaka
signs and trust they will be of immense value to students of
musie.

S. VIDYA,
2nd Feb., 1946,
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