



















































































XViil INTRODUCTION.

A peculiar gland exists in most bmds’ the
on the upper part of the tail bone, secreting an oily
with which birds smear or preen their feathers to prevent
them from getting wet, and it is therefore most developedx _
in water birds. |

Most birds are monogamous, a few, chiefly among the
Gallinacew, being polygamous, and the males of these are
very pugnacious, especially at the breeding season. The
continuation of the species is effected by eggs, which are
either laid in nests, or-simply on the ground. Some nests
are beautifully and most artificially made, as in the Weaver
birds, the Tailor birds, Honeysuckers, Orioles, &e.; and are
sometimes lined with feathers, or other soft materials, but
less so, in hot countries, than in cold or temperate climes.
Others are simply made of a few sticks and roots; in a
few families with mud agglutinated by saliva; and some,
(the Collocaliz) construct their nests almost entirely of
inspissated saliva. Many birds nidificate in holes of trees,
some in holes in banks, or in clefts of rocks, and others on
the ground. Most birds make their nests solitary. A good
many, however, such as some Swallows and Swifts, Bee-
eaters, Weaver birds, and others, build in company.

The eggs vary in number; few in birds of prey, numer-
ous in Gallinaceze and many in water-birds; moderate in
aost Insessores, though numerous in a very few .genera.
The colour is often uniform in certain families and twibes ;
white in Owls, Swifts, most Fissirostral birds, and in most
of the Scansores; much mottled and variegated in most
Grallatores and Natatores ; blue in the Herons, and in
many Thrushes, Accentor, true Cuckoos, &ec., and vari-
ously spotted; and streaked in others. Most birds hatch
their own eggs. The true Cuckoos deposit their eggs in
the nests of other birds, and the Ostrich leaves her eggs
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328 3 BIRDS OF INDIA.

204. Cuculus striatus, Drariez.
BryrH, Cat. 340 (in part)—Horsr., Cat. 1024 (in part)—C.
affinis, A. HAY—Kyphul-pucka, of hill-men at Mussoorie.

‘Tae Hirrn Cuckoo.

Descr.—Very similar in form and colour to the last; of which
Mr. Blyth, in his Catalogue, considered it to be & large variety.

The general tint above is less pure ashy, and more embrowned ;
the chin and throat are sensibly paler in hue ; the tail is much more
conspicuously banded, the white being of greater :xtent, and more
broadly. edged with dusky, giving it more the aspect of the tail of
a Hierococcyx; and moreover there is generally a tinge of rufous on
the sides of the throat and breast, further approxiﬁaating it to that
group, it having much of the aspect of H. sparverioides. '

The bands of the lower plumage are quite imilar in size and
distance to those of the last, but it is a larger brd however, and
the foot too is proportionally stouter; the bill appears to be much
of the same size.

Length 13 inches ; wing 8% ; tail 6 ; bill at front 15, ‘

This species has been found in the Himalayas, and also in Malacea
and it probably extends along the higher ranges of hills between
the Himalayas and the Malayan peninsula. Drapiez's specimen
was from Java. Whether it has a distinet note from the last species
remains to be determined ; but its voice is probably very similar in
character. ‘

Gen. Hrerococcyx, Miiller.

Char.—Bill stouter, deeper and wider, than in Cuculus ; wings
shorter ; the 4th quill longest, and she 5th about equal to the
2nd; tail nearly even, broad, with distinct dark bars..

The Cuckoos of this division have a stouter amﬂxea.vier form
than the last, and their mode of coloration is peculiar, resembling
that of the Hawks both in the young and adult state ; the throat and
breast being streaked longitudinally in the young bird, and the
abdomen being barred transversely. Their call approximates some-

what in character to that of Ludynamys ; and they are partly
frugivorous. . ]
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482 BIRDS OF INDIA.

parva in ha.vmu' ‘the ferrugmous colofmg confined to the chin and
throat, instead of spreadmg down the breast.”

This interesting little bird is found throughout the whole of
India, from the base of the Himalayas to the extreme south, and
Ceylon; also in Burmah, and from China to Afghanistan. It was sent
by Mr. Swinhoe as Muse. mugimaki of Tem. and Schl., but whether
identical or mnot with the Japanese bird, appears doubtful,
for that bird is described as being black above. Perhaps, how-
ever, Mr. Swinhoe, by a lapsus penne, wrote mugimaki, instead of
akahige ; for 1 see a Sylvia akahige figured, with quite the plumage
of an FErythrosterna.

It is more common towards Central and Northern India than in
the South, and may be seen in every grove. Often a party of five
or six may be seen sporting about the trunk of some mango or
tamarind tree, now clinging to the trunk, then darting after an
insect in the air, or alighting on the ground to pick one up. Itis,
however, frequently seen singly, and its manner much reminds one
of those of the British Robin.

The next two species approximate the last closely in general
structure and colour, but want the white at the base of the tail.

324. Efythrosterna. pusilla, BryTs,
Musc. acornaus of Central India, BLyTs, J. A. S., XVI., 127.

THE RUFOUS-BACKED FLYCATCHER.

Descr.— Above greyish-olive, fulvescent on the rump and upper
tail-coverts, and the tail-feathers with rufous-brown margins ; front
and lores tinged rufescent; beneath white, pure on the throat,
belly, and under tail-coverts, tinged with grey on the breast and
flanks ; axillaries pure white ; greater wing-coverts tipped whitish,
formmg a slender cross band.

Bill blackish ; legs dusky brown ; irides dark brown. Length 4% -
extent 63; wing 2.3 ; tail 12 bﬂl at front 8 mill. ; tarsus 19,

In summer, the male assumes a bright ferrunmous color on the
chin and throat.

This little Flycatcher occurs in the plains of Central India during
the cold weather, and retires to the Himalayas during the summer


































































- 504 BIRDS OF INDIA.

Length about 7 inches; wing 4} ; tall 1755 bill at front ;U ;
tarsus 14. s

This prettily plumaged Ground thrush is found throughout the
whole of India, from the sub- Hlmalayan range to Cape Comorin.
It is also found in Ceylon, but never on the eastern side of the
Bay of Bengal. It is most common in forest country, but is also
found occasionally in every part of the country that is tolerably
wooded. In the Carnatic it chiefly occurs in the beginning of the
hot weather, when the land-winds first begin to blow with viol-
ence from the west; and the birds, in many instances, appear to
have been blown, by the strong wind, from the Eastern ghats, for
being birds of feeble flight, they are unable to contend against the
strength of the wind. At this time they take refuge in huts, out-
houses, or any building that will afford them shelter. The first bird
of this kind that I saw had taken refuge in the General Hospital
at Madras ; and, subsequently, at Nellore, I obtained many alive
under the same circumstances. Layard states that in Ceylon it is
migratory, coming in with the Snipe, 4. e. in the beginning of the cold
weather. He further remarks that it is shy and wary, resorting to
tangled brakes and ill-kept native gardens. Itseldom alights on
trees. It is generally found single; but I have seen three or four
together; and it feeds chiefly on the ground, on various coleopter-
ous insects. It progresses by hopping, as do others of this family;
and is in general a most silent bird, though it is said to have, at
times, a fine loud whistling note. Its Singalese name is said to be
derived from its call Avitch-i-a, pronounced slowly and distinctly.
Blyth was informed that it has a screeching note. Nearly allied
to this are P. cyanoptera, from Burmah; P. malaccensis, from Malac-
ca; P. irena, T., from Timor, and some others. '

The next species is placed by Bonaparte in his division, Melano-
cephali,

346. Pitta cucullata, HarTrAus.

P. thodogastra, Hopas., J. A. S., XIL., 961 (the young bird)—
P. nigricollis, BLYTH, J. A. S., XII 960—Ann. Nat. Hist., 1844,

pl. 20—BryTH, Cat. 960—HogsF., Cat. App., 652—Phamm plw,
Lepch.
































































































