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PREFACE-

This book is-based upon William M. THAYER'S excel-
lent book, “From Log-Cabin to the White House”. To do
full justice to the work would require another Thayer, well-
versed in Tamil. In preparing this book I have constantly
kept in view, nay, have been reminded, at every step, of the
fact, that what is elegantly expressed in English cannot be
as elegantly and adequately put in Tamil. The genius of
the Tamil language is different in every way  And it has been
my humble aim to place before the Tamil reading public, an
account in Tamil, however imperfect it may be, of the life
of JAMES A. GARFIELD, the Martyred President of
the United States of America, whose phenomenal career
must be of perennial interest to all, be they Americans,
Europeans, Asiatics, or even the semi-civilised people of the
interior of Africa. '

‘Rousseau in’ his Emile” would not allow his hero to
read books, but see that he learnt everything from the book
of Nature; even he would allow Emsile to read “Robinson
Crusoe”, that excellent book which is fresh to every one,
whenever it istaken up, even though for the hundredth time.
I have had occasion to read the book, “From Log Cabin
to the White House”, a number of times, and everytime
found it new and interesting, So, hoping that it would be
found to be interesting and instructive to my Tamil speak-
ing brethren, I have ventured to bring out this book in Tamil,
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This book has a peculiar charm, dealing,asit does, with
fact and not with fiction, while it has all the fascination
of fiction. There is the charm lent to manual labour by
the fact that our hero, who was engaged in it, ennobled it
by finding the true key to the mysterious and much-dreaded
domain of what is called drudgery. The personality of
Garfield gave a dignity to the work he took up whether it
was the menial service of the sweeper or the exalted func-
tion of the President of the United States of America.

The grand lesson, which one cannot but gather
from the life of James A. Garfield, is that manual labour
has a value and a dignity that may not be found in any other
field. Castes there are many in India; perhaps there are as
many in other countries also But.the noblest caste to which
one should like to belong is, it will be admitted, on
all hands, the class of men who will never shirk work, never
be ashamed of doing what falls to their lot, be ever ready
to put their shoulder to the wheel, show indomitable pluck,
and reach, if possible, the top-most rung of the social ladder.
All honour to manliness and manual labour !

The people of India cannot be told too often that
they do not fully realise the importance and dignity of
manual labour. No offence is meant to those bright excep-
tions that appear now and then

It is my earnest wish that this book should make the
Tamil students of Southern India and the Tamil-knowing
public realise the grand lesson that manual labour always
goes to make aman and not mar him. There are many
other virtues which our hero possessed, and that, in so strik-
ing manner that those who read the book cannot but be the
better for reading it.
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With regard to the style adopted in this book, it will be
found that it is neither the high-flown and rigid style of the
ancient Tamil scholars, not easily comprehended by the com
mon run of people, nor the loose and vulgar Tamil that vio-
lates all rules of grammar and idiom.

With regard to the words- borvowed from Sanskrit, I
have put them in the Tamil garb wherever possible, in’ pref-
erence to the Sanskrit form in Tamil characters which, in
my humble opinion, does not appeal to those Tamil scholars
who have drunk deep at the fountain of Tamil undefiled.

With regard to the English words, their Tamil equiva-
lents have, in almost all cases, been used. Words, the equiva-
lents for which may not be found in Tamil, may and must
be imported; and they are likely to be imported in large
numbers, if the signs of the times are read aright. Ere long,
we shall have translations of the important books in all the
branche: of Science into Tamil, which means a large addi-
tion of foreign words to the Tamil vocabulary. Such being
the case, it is hoped that the existing Tamil equivalents of
of Englsh words will be given a chance to exist without
being superseded by their more fortunate English
compeers.

Every chapter has a suitable quotation from our Tamil
poets. These quotations have been taken mostly from “The
Sacred Kural”, and “Naladiyar’.

The book, as a first attempt, may have many short-
comings; but I hope that the indulgent public would take the
good found in the book, and overlook the faults.

In this connection, I must not omit to acknowledge
my indebtedness to the enterprising publisher Mr. T.Krish-
naswami Aiyar, but for whom the work would not have been
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placed before the public. It was at his instance that the
work was taken up; and he has spared no pains to make the
book as neat as possible.

I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to
Mr. K. VENKATARAMA AIYAR, B. A, late of the Town
High School, Kumbakonam, for his having kindly gone
through the proofs and the many valnable suggestions he
has made.

KUMBAKONAM, ) )
1—3—14. A. Subrahmanya Aiyar.
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