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PREFACE
To the first edition.

et T Tt TT O

AT the present day, when books are multiplying without even a
shadow of satisfying the well-known Leibnitzian Principle of Sufficient
Reason for their commw into existence, a few words of mine by way of
preface will not be out of place here. My object in this little Manual |
of Tamil Prosody is to give a clear and comprehensive explanation of
the rules and principles of Tamil Postic Diction for the use of beginners
in this study. 'The Treatises on Tamil Prosody of ancient date, which
are the gronnd-works upon which all later Tamil poetical productions
are based are in the form of Sutres, ¢, e, blank or ryhming verses,
Manuals of Tamil Prosody of recent date written in prose, are either
too compendious or sadly wanting in right order and classification.
Hence, the author intended, that, by paying due attention to order and
elassification and to elearuess and simplicity of stylein explanation, he
will be enabled to place in the hands of beginners in Tamil Prosody
what is usually styled by the ordinary role of book makers, a long-felt
want—a real and not imagiunary long-felt want, The points of im-
- provement Which the author modestly claims for this little book are,
among many chiefly the following ; (1) a new and intelligible classifi-
cation of the Tamil Mefrical forms; (2)a simpler and more accurate
explanation of the Principles of Tamil versification ; and (8) an ex-
planation of the most difficult form of Tamil Poetic composition, e awrewr w,
whiel is for the first time to be found in prose in this little book,

With these words of preface, Ileave the book to the judgment of
the learned and the learners, with the hope that it will meet with
indulgent treatment from my critics. I shall consider myself amply
repaid for what little trouble I may have taken in the preparation of
this book, if I find that to any the least extent it proves a useful guide
in the hands ef the students of Tamil Prosedy.

M ADRAS, P , 2, X
10th Feb, 1893, }
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To the second edition.

.

I am extremely thawkful to the Tamil bubliz for its kind and
indulgent reception of the First Edition of this small work, The demand
for the book especially among collegiate students, has been all that
could be desired, large and steady; and though a second edition was
called for within two years after the publication of the first, my other
literary engagements and convocations did not allow me the leisure
necessary to give the book a careful revision and enlargement which
I thought it required.

I have now done all that is necessary and request for this, the
second and enlarved edition, the same kind treatment as the first has
met with from the pubiic. *

M aDRAS, } v P C.
15th July 1902, _

E———aaen

" Mo the third edition-

£ am glad that my @edyaflerézewrd commands a wider popularity
than before.
II. Scholars of earlier generation
“ Straight got by heart that book to its last page :”
as Browning describes the Grammarian who unlike the ordinary
" man says * Patience a moment !
Grant I have mastered learning’s crabbed text,
Still there is the comment.”
for ¢ what is time ? Leave Now for dogs and apes !
Man has Forever,” g
The Grammarian
** Settled Hoti’s business —let it be I—DProperly based Oun—-
Gave us the doctrine of the enclitic De.”

11T, I may state that the Government has been pleased to prescribe
this as a text book for the Honours Examination in Tamil
conducted by the (Govt.) Board of Examiners.

1V, 1 irust that this edition will meet with the same support and
approval of the lovers of Tamil as the previous editioms
met with,

Mapnras, P, C
2nd April 1917,
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From
RAI BAHADUR P. RANGANATHA MUDR, Avl, ma.

Professor, Presidency College, Madras.

Sig, .

I have perused with pleasure the contents of your @#diyjer]vé&awrd
or Prosody, It seems to me to contain much useful matter. Those who
care to enjoy the metrical beauty and harmony of Tamil Poetry will do
well to study your Manual.

From
M. SESHAGIRI SASTRIAR, Esq,, u, 4,

Professor, Lresidency College, Madras,
My Dgar Sig,

Mapy thanks to you for your Tamil Prosody called Qswyeflnss
ewrp, The treatise is one of best books hitherto puablished on the
subject. The rules are very clear and the examples are well chosen,
I am quite sure that the book will be very useful to those who study

Tamil poetry and deserves ¢o be In the hand of every Tamil student
in colleges and schools.

From
P. SUNDRAM PILLAI Esq., . 4,

Profcssor, Maharajal’s College, Trevandium,
My DEear Sir,

As desired by you, I have gone through your neat and concise
work on Tamil Prosody called @sdyer @avsaemw. I think you have
brought out the main points of this very difficult subject with great
clearness and force, The examples you have chosen are simpler and
more attractive than those generally used in old text books on thg
subject, I Lelieve you have re.dered by this volume considerable
service t¢ students who seek to master this branch of our Tamil
Gramwar, Your notice of aesmaw o is surely a desirable addition.



From
C. W. THAMOTHARAWM PILLAI, Esq., 5, A, B: L,
Late Judge, Clicef Court, Pudukola.
Dear Sig,

Your Cheyyulilakkaram hsas been well written. Concise as 1t is, 1t
gives in plain prose all that is required for a student to know in
Prosody with sufficient illustrations, so that the average student can
learn it in half the time he may have to devube to get through Karikai,
the present popular work on the subject.

— C

From o
P. V. RAMASAWMY RAJU, Esq., B 4.,

Barrister-at-Law, High Couri; Madras.
Diar Siw,

I am happy to inform you that your “Qesduyjeflevésarw” has been
carefully perused by me and that Ifind it aconcise and useful ex-
position of the rules of Tamil Prosody. The chief merit about it seems
to me to be this—that it will induce its readers to study the higher
works on the subject by the very clear and simple manner in which it
explains the principles which are more elaborately discussed in the
former, It is a source of extreme gratification to me to see your
effort in this direction, as unfortunately works of this kind are growing '
fewer aay by day, Wishing your work every success, &c., &c.

From
T. VEERABADRA MUDALIAR, Esq, B. A, B. 1.,
Vakeel, High Court of Madrass

Sig, A

I have perased your book Seyyulilakkanam with very great
pleasure and interest, It is the first complete work on Prosody of its
kind that I have seen, embodying in prose, in a lucid ard concise form
not only the excellent rules of Prosody contained in Karigat with
commentary, but alsc a variety of very valuable information on such
allied subjects as Poratham, Mangalachol, Prabhandam, etc.

I have ro doubt that the book will be appreciated by many readers
of Tamil Poetry who ought to be thankful to you for saving them the
trouble of wading through annotated Karigal and Venbapattial which
are all, again out of print now,
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PIOH;\" BALASUBRAMANYA MUDALIAR, Esq., M. A,
Late Principal, Malhinda College, Galle,

SIr,

Kindly accept my best thanks for the copy of your @siwelaés
euww you kindly sent me. I find it on careful reading a most excelient
Manual of the Principles of Tamil Prosody and the best of its kind
1 have ever come across. In ccmparison with those that can be four.d
in any existing treatises onTami] Prosody, your explanations are real
models of lucidity and clearness. DBesides, your illustrations are just
such as are fitted "to exhibit the varicd beauties of Tamil Metrical
Composition. In my humble opinion, 1 know of no other book than
yours that deserves so well to be in the hands of every student of
Tamil Prosody-.

With sincere wishes for the success of your Manual &c., &e,
From

V. G. SURYANARAYANA SASTRIAR, Esq.,B. 4,
Head Tamil Pandit,
TheMadras Christian College.
My Dear Sig,
: It is with much pleasure I perused your treatise on Tamil Prosedy
Qeriyeflovésewrow, It struck me then as one of the best books in the
field., It is written in chaste and elegant prose. Clearly arranged,
metkodically illustrated, and neatly printed books on Tamil Prosody
are very rare. Hence your @siyedewssewrw must naturally com-
mend itself to both the teachers and the taught alike. I shall have no
objection to recommend it to my students,
From
T.T. KANAKASUNDARAM PILLAI, Esq., 5. A.,
Assistant Ezaminer in Tamil to the University of Madras.
Dear Sz,

I have perused portions of your book on Tamil Prosody and think
it well adapted for use in the school-room. To most of the students in
our schools and colleges, Tamil Prosody has‘ hitherto been a sealed
book, and I am glad to think that yom book will obviate all the diff-

culties in understanding that fourth part of Tamil Grammar and
awaken the interest of all studenbs,



From
T. BALASUNDRA MUDALIAR, Esq.,
Chicf Examiner an Tamil to the Uni-vc-rsit.y and Munshi to
Tamsl Translator to Govi. of Madras.
Siw,

Many thanks for the copy of Qsiiyeflvésemrs you have kindly
sent me. I need only express the pleasure I felt in going over the
excellent quotations from eminent Tamil poets, which very well
illustrate some of the otherwise inexplicable points f Tamil Prosody.
1 have read your Manual with a peculiar interest partly because it
appears to be an imitation of one of my most favorite books &s5wuew
QelyGsrema, end partly because it is a work proceeding fiom an
old friend of mine, I feel sangnine that your Manual which displays
considerable labour and research on your part, cannot but prove useful
to those for whom it is intended. Allow me to say that your Manual,
the explanatory portions of which, are written in clear aud accurate
prose, deserves to find a place in the hands of every student of Tamil
Prosody, as it is sure to save him the laborious task of poring over the
pages of srflens, 1 sincerely hope that your Manual will win for you
a fibling recognition at the hands of the Tamil reading public, and that
you will be an example to many a learned man who allows his know-
ledge to get rusty, forgetful of tke Poet’s vemark :— -

“ Who reads

Incessantly, and to his readings brings not
A spirit and genius equal or superior
Uncertain and unsettled still remains
Deep verzed in books shallow in himself.’®

——

From .
T. RAMAKRISHNA PILLA}, Esq., 5 A

Chairman of the Board of Examiners in Tamil to the University,

Madras.
My Dgar Sig,

°?

I have read with very great pleasure your Qeuwiy Alevisenrs and
am glad to state that it is good and supplies a want,
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From
T. SARAVYANAMUTTU PILLAI, Esq., & 4,
Libraiian, Presideney Collegé, Madras.

Dzar Sir,

When I began to learn Tamil Prosody I felt very mueh the want of
a book that would have placed before me in brief compass the elemen-
tary principles of Tamil Prosody. After I have seen your Manual I feel
guite assured that no such want will be felt by students in the future.
And moresver, the examples you have threughout given are in them-
selves a source of true delight to the students of Tamil Literature.

From _
C. N. SARAVANA MUDALIAR Esq, B. 4.,
Tamzil Translator to Government, Madras.
Diar Sir, ’

I have perused with great pleasure your treatise on Tamil Prosody
ealled @sdyeflevésanrn. The book is concise and contains in elegant
prose a lucid exposition of the principles of Tamil Prosody, a raie
feature in publications of the kind, The methodical arrangement
followed in the several portions, as well as the choice quotations from
eminent Tamil authors by way of illustrations, are points worthy of
commendation. The very fact that it has gone through three editions
bears ample testimony to the recognition, it has received at the hands
of the Students of Tamil Literazture, though the subject is not one of
general interest. 1 sincerely wish that the book will further grow in
popularity. | |

e

From
M. KANDASAMI MUDALIAR Esqg. B A,

Acct. Gen"'s Office, Madyas,

The Elements of Tamil Prosody by my revered Master is indis-
pensable to those who pursue the serious investigation of the Art
of Metrical beauty in Tamil.

From ‘ _
P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU MUDALIAR Esq.

Homny. Magfistraée ;S’emMam, Perambur.

- The Elements of Tamil !Prosody, by my beloved Master is
highly useful to a beginner who learns the beauties of Tamil Metres.
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