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~— AUTHOR'S NOTE —=

N this book, dealing with the Geography of the Madras
Presidency, the method of treatment follov\ s lines similar

to those adopted in my ‘ Man’s Home’ to which it may be
considered a sequel. The build and extent of the region are
to be learned less as a piece of book-work than as the result
of journeys across its surface and of voyages along its coasts.
It is primarily a home where men have to make a living
under fairly familiar conditions of heat and moisture, in
plains and on hills, by river-banks and on the shores of the
sea. Attention is, therefore, directed almost entirely to facts
of geographical significance and to their bearing on human
interests. Thus a diversified district such as The Nilgiris is
given fuller treatment than the more important but mono-
tonous deltaic tract of Tanjore. The object aimed at is not

to store the pupil’s mind with mere information about the

Presidency, but to use the géographical data of the -province
as an introduction to the subject in general. A compendium
of facts, however wonderful, 6r a Gazetteer-made-easy is the
last thing to be desired. Comparisons and contrasts are
naturally dwelt on but no statistics are given—even in an
appendix. In a book of this grade they are little short of
an abo..~* tidn. Ny

The book is confessedly an attempt to awaken interest
in a subject too  much neglected but which, when properly
taught, is the most educative in the school curriculum. How
far it has attained its object can best be appreciated by
teachers who use it. The attention of all such is invited to
the series of specially prepared maps which should constantly
be referred to while studying and teaching the text. For a
school book of its scope and standard ‘they will, it is trusted,
be found complete. The queqtrﬁ O, t’ﬁem “afe not intended’
to be so: they are merely typical and suy gestlve_o.,.(‘)therc

Lastly, this is meant to be apuptls book written “for him
not at him.- I should be content if it is found to have
educative value becduse, in_ some measure, it attracts the
interest, elicits the thinking powers and stirs the- imagination
of the young.

C. M.
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