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PREFACE

—

The present compilation named ** Loka Git” contains a
select number of folk-songs in Marathi which are preserved
in hundreds in the Saraswati Mahal Library. It speaks
very highly of the catholic taste in literature of the
Maharashtra Rulers, especially Rajah Serfoji, that they
have thought fit to record in manuscripts so many folk-songs
and preserve them for the benefit of posterity. It may safely
be stated that there is no .other language in which so many
folk-songs are now preserved as Marathi and in no place
is there a bigger collection of it than in Tanjere, -

The characteristic feature of these songs is their
cheerful tone of optimism and spiritual bent which are the
finest points of Indian culture. From the most trifling house-
hold work to the most toil-some labour, each piece of handi-
work is sweelened by these songs and heightened to the leel
of sleps in spiritual culture. They present to the reader the
most loveable side of the Maratta people and are therefore
worthy of preservation and publication.

The editor of this work, Sri A. Krishnaswami Mahadick
Rao sahib, who is a member of the administrative commitice of
this library has been devoting a good part of his time to the
examination and editing of the Marathi manuscripts of this
Library. Our thanks are due to him for the pains he has
taken to select and edit these songs from the large number
in our library.

Our grateful thanks are also due to the Government
of Madras for the timely assistance given lo us to publish

this and other precious works in the Saraswathi Mahal
Library. '

Tanjore S. GOPALAN,
November, 1950.: HONORARY SECRETARY,
Saraswati Mahal ‘Committee,



. CENERAL EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION TO THE
MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES

The Government of Madras took up for consideration
the question of publication of the various manuscripts.in
different languages on subjects like Philosophy, Medicine
and Science etc., early in May 1948. Important Manuseript
Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send
a list of unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of
being considered by the Government for publication.  The
Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja  Serfoji's
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with
this request.  This list as well as a similar list of
unpublished manuscripts in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for publication
was made.. The Government in their Memorandum
No. 34913/48-10, Education dated 4-4—1949 constituted
an expert committee with the Curator of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the - Szcretary for
the final selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and
for estimating the cost of publications. The following are
the members of the Committee.

The name of personnel of the committee
constituted for selecting manuseripts for publication.

I. Sri T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai M. A. B. L.
2., R. P. Sethu Pillai, B. A. B. L.



Z

Sri C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar B. A. B. L.

i R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki)

Dr. N. Venkataramanayya M. A. Ph. D.
,» M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu M. A.

5 V. Prabhakara Sastri.

»»  N. Venkata Rao.

»  H. Sesha Ayyangar.

10. Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar.

II. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat M. A. L. T.

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon B. A. Ph. D.
13. Sri C. Kunhan Raja M. A. D. Phil.

14, ,, A. Sankaran M. A.Ph. D,, L. T.
15, & P. Rama Sastri.

I16. ,, S.K.Ramanatha Sastri

17. Dr.  Abdul Haq., M. A. D. Phil, (Oxen).
18. Sri P. D. Joshi.

19. ,, S. Gopalan B. A. B. L.

20. Afzul-u-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed.
21. Sri  T. Chandrasekharan M. A. L. T.

CENAGD A W

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-committees
for the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi and Islamic languages. They met
during the month of May 1949 at Madras and at Tanjore
to examine the manuscripts and make a selection. The
recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the
Government in G. O. No. Mis. 2745 Education dated
31—8—1949 and they decided to call these publications
as the “Madras Government Oriental Series,” and appointed
the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras—5, as the General Editor of the publications. The
following manuscripts have been taken up for publication
during the current year:— :
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“A” From the Government Oriental Manuscripts Libra
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Madras
Kappal Sastram.
Anubhava Vaidya Murai.
Atthanakolahalam.
Upadesa Kandam.
Cholan Purva Pattayam.

'‘Konga Desa Rajakkal.

Sivajnana Dipam.
Sadasiva Rupan, with commentary.

Telugu é

Sangita Rathnakaramu.
Aushada Yogamulu.

'Vaidya Nighantu.

Dhanurvidya Vilasamu.
Yoga Darsana Visayamu.

Khadga Lakshna Siromani.

Sanskrit

V'ishanarayaniyam.,

Bhargava Nadika.
Hariharacaturangam.

Brahma Sutra Vritti. Mitakshara.

- Nyayasiddhanta Tatvamrtam.

Malayalam

Garbha Chikitsa.
Vasthulakshanam. -
Silpasastram.

¢ Silpavisayam.

Mahasaram.
Kanakkusaram.
Kriyakramam.
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Kannada
Lokopakara.

‘Rattamata.

Diksabodhe.
Asvasastram.
‘Aushadhagalu.
Vaidya Vishaya.
Sangita Ratnakara.
Supasastra.

. Islamic Languages.
Jamil-Al-Ashya.
Tibe-E-Faridi.. .

T ahquiq-At-Buhran.
Safinat-Al-Najat.

“B” From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.
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Tamil

Sarabendra Vaidya Muraigal (Diabetes)-

Do {Ear, Nose, Throat, Head)-
Konganar Sarakkuvaippu.
Tiruchitrambalakovaiyar with padavurai.
Sarabendra Vaidya Murai (Anaemia).
Talasamudram. "
Bharatanatyam.
Pandikeli Vilasam Natakam.
Pururava Chakravarthi Natakam.
Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam.

Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras
University Library of Folklore.
Ramayyan Ammanai.

Sarabendra Vaidya Murai (Asthma,

Cough and other lung diseases).
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Telugu

- Kamandaka Nitisaramu.

b Talodasapranadipika.

."a . Raghunatha Nagaka Abhyudayamu.

b 'Rajagopala Vilasamu.
Ramayanamu by Katta Varadara]u-

Marathi

- Natyasastra Sangraha..
Book of Knowledge Vabhi.
Folk Songs.
‘Doradharun Veni Padhati.
Aswasa Chatula Tumni.
Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabhanda.
Sarabendra Theerthavali.
Lavani.
Devendra Koravanﬂ }
Bhakta Vilas. ‘ )
Sloka Badha Ramayana
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Sanskrit

Aswasastira with Tricolour illustrations.
Rajamriganka.
Chikitsamritasagara.
Geetagovinda Abhmayam,

a’ Chola Champu.

b Sahendra Vilasa.
Dharmakutam - Sundara kanda.
Jataka Sara.

Vishnutatva Nirnaya V, yakhya
Sangita Darpana.
Beeja Pallava.
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It is hoped that the publication of most of the
important manuscripts will be completed within the next
four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are
represented by single copies in the Library and consequently
the mistakes that are found in them could not be corrected
by comparing them with other copies. The Editors have,
however, tried their best to suggest correct readings. The
wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets. When .
different readings are found, they have been given in the
foot note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for
financing the entire scheme of Publication although there is
a drive for economy in all the departments. My thanks
are due to the members of the Expert Committee who
spared no pains in selecting the maunscripts for publication .
I have also to thank the various editors, who are experts,
in their own field, for readily consenting to edit the manus-
cripts and see them through the press. The various
Presses that have co-operated in printing the manuscripts
in the best manner possible also deserve my thanks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the . corrections
made in the proofs.

Oriental Mss, Library T. CHANDRASEKHARAN
Madras 1950. General Editor.



INTRODUCTION

This little publication aims at publishing Mahratti
hymns and devotional songs in the manner of folk-songs of
famous Mahratta poets who adorned the ‘courts of Tanjore
Rajahs or visjted Tanjore in their life- time and left a rich
heritage of superb devotional songs meant to be sung by every
one at all times. They are chiefly allegorical pieces in the
style and manner of folk-songs. Invariably all Mahratti
folk-songs have soul-stirring themes as their back-ground
and every act mentioned therein is expressed as having
innate relationship to Divine Grace.  Whether they refer
to such common acts as churning of milk, pounding of
grains, drawing of water, ploughing or popular sports and
pastimes of the Mahratta race, they are subtly couched in
allegorical ~pattern, promising the singer the ultimate
deliverance of the soul from the bonds of “ Samsara’ or
wordly ills. These hymns of devotion have as their
foundation the theory that the Universe is the body of God
and his spirit animating the Universe is the essence of man,

The poems deal with allegoric images drawn from
common life and every-day happenings. They picture the
perennial contest of the soul with the world. The soul
is painfully striving to unleash itself and the world persists
in detaining it. These portrayals or images exemplify the

. long-drawn battle-royal that man is engaged in, in his task of

seeking salvation; and in fact every little action of the man in
his daily routine is illustrated in this allegorical pattern.
They are meant for all people high or low, who want
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religious nourishment and spiritual message clothed in popular
style and tune. They are either sung alone or by a group
of singers with or without accompaniments.

We have a huge collection of such rare and popular
hymns and songs in the Tanjore Mahkaraja Sarafoji’s
Saraswathi Mahal Library from among the works of
eminent poets and saints who flourished during the 17th
and I8th centuries at the court of the Tanjore kings. The
Mahratti manuscripts of this library are chiefly written on
hand-made paper of those times. There are as many as
3000 Mahratti manuscripts in this great library and each
manuscript in turn contains poems of several authors, and
hence the number of poems contained in these manuscripts
are several thousands. '

To better appreciate Mahratta Saints and Poets who
gave the Mahrattas their noble and rich heritage of devo-
tional songs inpraise of God in relationship to man and his
destiny, it will be worth while studying the growth of

the Devotional School’ of religion in ‘the Mahratta

country which was largely responsible for moulding the
character and nature of the poems of Tanjore during the
16th and 17th centuries, when Mahratta rule and influence
came to be firmly established in the south. Poets of these
periods have left their mark on the religious and the _social

life of the inhabitants resulting in a rapid growth of"

‘Bhakti’  cult.

The Poets and Saints who followed Dyaneswar of the
13th century and Namdev of the 14th century appealed to their
country-men more effectively than the other schools of
Indian philosophy. They preached that God is the ultimate
Truth, and Truth the final end of love for all, irrespective of
caste or creed. In fact many of them have come from the
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lowest ranks of society. They taught that God is love and
love is God who will lead them to inner bliss, forgiveness,
“and equality. They identified love as the seat of Truth and
this teaching evolved the ever popular ¢School of Devotion’
or Bhakii. To them the greatest person is one who looks
upon others benevolently as his own-self. The great Saint
Dyaneswar, who preceded the Great Shivaji, Ramdoss, and
Tukaram who were contemporaries, and in fact every
poet who either preceded or followed the Great Shivaji,
expounded the cardinal Hindu tenet of love and equality.
Their non-discrimination between high and low of either sex
has captured the imagination of the warlike Mahratta
race. Salvation, they said, is like nature’s bounty and is
not the monopoly of a privileged class and it can be shared
by all who want to share it. This simple but forceful
teaching has caused such a revolutionary change in the out-
look of the people that they have begun to realise that the
gates of Heaven are open even to the most degraded member
of society. The soul stirring pieces of the poets have
_made a direct appeal to the imagination of the race and had
such a poweeful influence and unifying force that the
Mahrattas were welded into one nation during the national
upheaval under tthe historic leadership of Shivaji the Great.
They not only unified the race but contributed to the
‘development of ¢ Bhakii’ cult and thus paved the way for
the radical change in the social order. Men and women from
all walks of life such as tailors, mahars, barbers, potters,
dhobies, traders and untcuchables alike flooded and enriched
the Mabhratti literature with their out-pourings of the heart
thus democratising spiritual literature which was once the
exclusive privilege of the high-born. Many were born
poets and inspired saints great in their respective spheres
of treatment of the subjects, and their richness of
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Janguage, revealed their spiritual longings and realisation
of self in relation to God.

In Mahratti literature especially of the Devotional
School, the theme usually centres round Lord Krishna or
Vitobah and his plays, pranks and manifestations. The
Bhagavat, the Ramayan, the Gita and several Hindu Puaranas
were their main source of inspiration for their songs and
hymns. They used several metrical forms of poetry like
Abhang, Ovi, Arya, Sloka, Lavani etc. The music of their
pieces is unparalleled and wounderful ; the diction perfectly
rythmic and elegant ; the compositions and metaphors quite
homely and effective. They bristle with the message of moral
enlightenment and spiritual salvation. Their teachings and
philosophy enabled this system to survive and adapt itself
10 all conditions through the changing centuries.

When Shivaji the Great was engaged in his grand plan
of founding a great Hindu Empire in India, his illustrious
brother Rajah Venkaji founded the kingdom of Tanjore.
In its wake, and subsequently after the capture of Ginjee
in the south from the Mahrattas by the Moguls, a largé
number of Mahratta poets flocked to the courts of Tanjore
where they were received with open arms by the rulers,
and the poets in their turn contributed magnificient literature.
The huge collection of Mahratti literature now being
preserved in the Saraswathi Mahal Library bears ample
testimony to their yeoman service to Mahratti literature
of Tanjore. At the time when the Mahratta State of
Tanjore was founded, Tanjore was passing through a
glorious period of literary upheaval. Eminent Telugu,
Sanskrit and Tamil Scholars who were authors of brilliant
works in polity, astrology, music, dance, medicine and
philosophy; in fact every branch of learning, flourished in the
courts of Venkaji and his illustrious successors. Telugu
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and Sanskrit were at their zenith and it is no wonder that
the sagacious rulers paid equal attention to their mother-
tonguk and patronised several authors. All the Mahratta
Rulers without one exception were great scholars and lingui-
sts. They have written many works on . all branches of
Science and Art in several languages.

Numerous eminent scholars flourished in the courts of
the Rajahs. A number of women scholars have also -
contributed their mite to enrich the Mahratti literature.
It will be significant to mention a few of them. During the
period of Venkaji (1676-1683) who founded the States
Gopinath, Naganath, Krishna Doss author of “Katha-
saramrta,” Narasimhatmaja the author of Tripura Champu
and several other works, flourished at his court.

Shahaji I (1684 -1710) who was justly named
¢ Abhinava Bhoja” for his accomplishments, patronised at
his court, Kesiraj author of ‘Garbha-Gita,” Vignanamrta and
several other works, Sridharaswami author of Vedantg-Surya,
Krishna author of a tika on Gnaneswari, Madhavaswami
author of many treatises on Bhagavath and Ramayan,
as well as full Mahratti versions of Bharat and Bhagavat,
Renuka Doss ~ author of Sriyalacharitra, Krishna Doss
Mudgal, author of “Ramayana”, Nana Joshi and many
others.

Maharaja Shahaji himself has written numerous works
in Mahratti. Sanskrit and Telugu, besides songs and padas..
For some he has adopted the pen-name of Thiagesa, Thiaga-
bhupa, he being a great devotee of God Thiagaraja of
Tiruvarur on whom he has composed hundreds of songs.
A few of his folk-songs in Mahratti are included in this
publication and his name is given as “Thiagesa”. His
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Mahratti dramas twelve in number form a glorious contribu-
tion to the literature of Tanjore.

The court poets of Sharafoji [ (I1711-1728), the aut/nor of
the Sanskrit work “Raghava Charitram,” were Bhagavantha-
Raya, author of ‘Sachidananda Vilas,” Raghunatha, author of
‘Naraka Varnana'and several other works; Raghunathadoss,
author of ‘Rukmini Swayamvara’ and others.

His brother Maharaja Tulaja I (1729-1735) was an
eminent scholar in Sanskrit whose works are ¢ Sangeeta-
Saramrta, ’  ‘ Natyavedagama,’  Dhanvantari Saranidhi,
Dhanvantari Vilasa, ‘Inakulatejonidhi’ and ‘Inakulavakyamrta’.
They are works on music, dance, medicine and astrology
in Sanskrit. His works in Mahratti, Bahulakathachurnika,
Awichararamaniya Katha and several chapters on Neeti
Shastra are noteworthy. Mabhratti poets of his court were
Mallardoss author of ‘ Pavanavijaya’, Kesavaraj author of
several Bodhpar Slokas, and Ghana Shyam, author of
‘ Shanmuga Leela’.

Kéng Pratapsingh (1741—1764) was a distinguished
scholar in Mahratti. His contribution to Mahratti literature
is significant. His works are far more numerous.  Krishna
manjari’ ( Bhdgavat ), ‘Umasamhita’ ‘Ramadinacharya’ and
‘ Madanasanjivana’ (Sexuology) are some of his best works in
Mahratti, Besides, his twelve dramas in Mahratti mostly
on puranic subjects are some of his bnlllant contributions.

Jagannatha Bhat, and Triyambaka Bhat, and Ramakrlshna
Kavi were some of the Mahratta Poets of his court.

Among the notable Mahratti Poets of the Court of
Raja Tulaja II (1765—1787) mention may be made of
Rama Pandit, Krishna, Shesha, Gangadhar, Vasudeva,
Madhavatmaja, and Karaputla Ratnakar, who have also
enriched the literature.



RAJA SARAFOJI-II (1800—1830)

He was by far the greatest monarch of Tanjore, and
his legacy to posterity is the Great Library at Tanjore.
His patronage of art and literature -is proverbial. He was
a linguist and knew Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Mahratti,
English, French, Latin and German. He'wrote several works
in Sanskrit and Mahratti. His eight dramas in Mahratti
are considered to be among the best.

Veereswar, Parthasarathi, Mukundraj, the versatile
scholar, Meruswami to whom hundreds of Mahratti works
on Bhagavat and Ramayana are attributed, Virupaksha,
Govindakavi, Rakmaji Pandit, Ambaji, Vasudeva, Sridhara
Dhundisutha, and Ramasakha were some who enjoyed his
bounty and patronage.”

His son, Rajah Shivaji, the last ruler of Tanjore,
(I800-1855) was equally a patron of arts and literature.
He is credited with the authorship of the Mahratti Drama
“¢Natesa Vilas’. Venkoba, Kale Rao Appa and Prathapa-
rama were some of his distinguished court-poets in

Mahratti.

Hundreds of other luminaries in Mahratti whose dates
are not known have contributed thousands of songs and padas
during the entire reign of the Mahratta Rajas extending over
a period of ‘three centuries. Besides, numerous women-
scholars and poetesses flourished during their reign. Prominent
among the women are Rajayee, Gunayee, Muktayee, Venu
Bai, Vita Bai, Renuka, Guna Bai, Nagabai, Tulasi, Bahini,
and Amanya, who have contributed songs of the devotional
type of Padas, Slokas, Abhangas, Ovyas and Aryas on
different subjects of absorbing interest.
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Rajah  Shivaji was the last of the rulers of Tanjore and
with his death in 1855, even the use of Mahratti as the
State language of accounts, not to speak of its use for
literary productions, was abolished and it is now fast
disappearing as a written language in Tanjore inevitably to
cease as a spoken one, unless new impetus is given to keep
going the spoken dialect.

Preserved in this Sarafoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library,
Tanjore are several hundreds of superb pieces of folk-songs
bristling with allegoric and instructive similes. They are
the products of great men and women of three centuries.
The pieces are grand and majestic in their treatment of
‘subjects. One is amazed at the number and variety of
subjects chosen so much so that one finds him-self bewil.
dered in selecting pieces for publication. The pieces now
selected for publication in this book are not the only best
pieces, for in fact every one of them is worth publishing,
The stumbling block one confronts with in achieving this
~ ambition is ﬁn?nce-

However, this aspect of the problem is greatly mitigated
by the generous grant given by the Government of Madras
for publication of some of the Mahratti manuscripts
contained in this Library, and the Mahratti speaking

public are really thankful to the Madras Government for the
help.

My thanks are due to the Madras Government, to
Sri Chandrasekaran, Curator Oriental Manuscripts Library
Madras, to Sri S. Gopalan B. A, B. L., Hony. Secretary and
other members of the Staff of this great Library for their
help in getting this book published.
Tanjore

25-—5—50 A. KrishnaswamiﬂMahadick
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