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The author, Mr N. Srinivasa Sastri, has i

his own resourceful manner adapted the art a,nd‘:
technique of Slgna,lhng, found part of Scouting i 1n
Einglish, to the requirements of the Tamil SCI‘lp'G, ki
by reducmor and resolving the numerous mtm—i
cacies of the Tamil alphabet to its few funda-; .

mental symbolisms.

As an expression exercise, Signalling has
a value in the art of teaching words and word
combinations in the early stage in Elementa,r}ﬁ;j
Schools. Combining as it does play with pur-'
posiveness, the - art of the author well illustrates
the play way of Caldwell Cook by usefully , har-
nessing play, a prominent instinet of child nature,v

to language learning.

As it is an mterestmd experiment, it is worth.

a fair trial, and on that score, deserves due en- .

coura,gement a R

g
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- 1-11-35

| MANNARGUDI} A. SOURIRAJALU NAYUDU. B. A. L. Tk

Dy. Inspector of Schools,

Madras Education Department...
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INTRODUCTION.

Mr. N. Srinivasa. Sastri has produced an
excellent system of signalling for the Tamil alpha-
bet similar to the Semaphore system thatis used
for English. It may be thought by some that as
the Tamil alphabet consists of 246 characters (18
consonants, 12 vowels, and 216 vowel-consonants),
compared with 26 in English, an attempt to devise
a signalling system must be hopeless. Mr: Srinivasa
Sastri has shown that such anidea is quite wrong.
There are 7 signs for the 12 vowels (long vowels-
being shown by the repeated sign for the short
vowel), and 18 for the consonants, as well as 4 for
the Sanskrit consonants. - Vowel consonants are
simply shown by the consonant sign followed by
the vowel sign. Thus the whole alphabet can be
represented by the signs of the Semaphore system.

Indeed this system has advantages over the
English Semaphore system. Tamil is a phonetic
language: so that. when, throngh long practice,
the signals can be given rapldly, the words can be
read, and not merely spelt, as must be the case in
Erglish-- And it is probable that signalling would
. impress on a learner the fact that is so often for-
gotten, that Tamil is a phonetic language, so that
the relation between written and spoken (and we
may add, signalled) Tamil is, or should be, closer
than it can be in English.
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This system will have many practical advant-
ages. Teachersin elementary schools may find
it of use in teaching the spelling of words, as an
aid to, the teaching of writing. The method of
signalling is a ‘play’ method, involving action, and
observation, and the children will enjoy sending a
message to others who are out of hearing distance- -

It will also. be useful for Scouts, who at
present have tolearn signalling in a lanvguage of
which they may know very little. There isa
tendency for those who have had a secondary
education to despise their own mother tongue as
inferior and less serviceable than KEnglish. Any
system such as this, which shows that Tamil can
- be just as serviceable as English is to be heartily
welcomed: Moreover, it will make the enjoyment
of signalling available for those who have no
knowledge of English. I commend it to the con-
sideration of all teachers and Scoutmasters.

E. B. THORP, M. A.,

Mannargudi. . A
Principal.

Findlay High School,}
Sth November 1935. J

@



- TAMIL SIGNALLING
The Tamil Signalling Alphabet.

This system of signalling in Tamil depends on
the position of the two arms (with or without
flags) in Telation to each other and can be read
by sight. This is done by waving the arms at
different angles as shown in the diagrams.

The System of circles is merely meant to assist
in learning the system.

When messages are sent the sender always
faces the reader and his right hand is used for
beginning ‘Ah’ ‘%’.

The circle through which the arms revolve is
divided into 8 parts as shown by the letters and
the ‘Ready’ position in circle 1.- There are seven
positions in the 1st Circte besides the ‘Ready’ Posi-
tion. o : :
Vowel Circle:—The 1st circle is the Vowel circle
which gives all the short Vowels. The same, when
each of them done twice successively without
interval gives the double vowels or the length-
ened vowels. ‘I’ () doubled shows the numerical
sign, and ‘ow’ ‘@ar’ doubled shows the aspirate <%.

All the 18 Consonants are Done by Both the Arms.

The second Circle is made by putting the right

arm in the first position and keeping it there, and
* then moving the other through the remainder. This
gives the six hard consonants. The third circle gives
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all the siz nasal consonants. This is done similarly
by putting the right arm in the second position.
Curcles 4 and 5 give the soft consonants; Circles 6
and 7 give the Sanskrit letters. Numerals can be
sent by the first and second circles after sending
the numerical sign- The consonants with vowels
added on. give all the letters of the entire Tamil -
Alphabet.

In placing this before the public, I feel confi-
dent that the extreme simplicity of the Code -
adopted—based as it is, entifely on the gram-
maitical scaffo\ld——vvlll not fail to commend 1tself
to all.

I hope that the same will,,. be a very useful.
Kindergarten aid in the learning of the Tamil
Alphabet by children in as much asit seeks to
provide ample training for the hand and the eye '
and the other senses.

Suggestions for improvements from all loveré
of the Tamil T ongue and Chlldren will be thank-
fully received.

I am greatly indebted to Rev. E. B. Thorp, M A. i
Principal, Findlay High School, Mannargudi, for
the valuable help he has rendered in ertmg the ‘
Introduction to this book. ' g

My sincere thanks are also due to Mr- A. Souri— '
rajalu Naidu, B- A., L. T., Dy. Inspector of Schools,
Madras Educstion Department for his foreword
hints and suggestions. :

J¥. Srinivasa Sastri.
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