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It would be o repeat’ wl;at_ has
“been long and univerfally ackrfow-
- ledged, Wwere we to remark, ‘that
in brillianey of ftyle, point of ex-
- prefsion, dramatic effeét of charac-
ter, and adaptation of moral; the
novels of this authorefs fiand fore-
moft among the prod1étions of the
female pen; but we fhall t‘lke upon
ourfelves to add, that in none of
the effrts of her genius for this
fpecies of' writing, does her pre-
eminence appear xi;xor‘e decidedly
eftablifhed, ¢han in the tales which
thefe volumes contain. _They are
‘taken from a colle¢tion of novels, ;
~_publithed by }Umadan, at Paris, en-
titled La Bibliothéque. des Romans,
conducted by Madame de Genlis; »

and other emipnent French writers.
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.'50 "M‘A'D‘EMOIS}ELLE‘DE CLERMONT,

@40 alalm(monﬁeur de Melun extreme-

ly. This ftory prevented the aftonifh-

- ment that Would have arifer from the

alteratmn, Whlch it was 1mpomble floth
40 obferve in the eountenances of ma- .
_demoifelle de Clermont and of mon-
dieur de Melun.

« What a revolution  the incidents

.of this evening produced in the very

.exiftence of mademoifelle de Clermont!
She was adored byithe objeét of her
jpaffion, and had received his Yows to
‘be {o zill death. Thefe words had come -
from the mouth of mouﬁt.,ux de Melun
himfelf ! —But what plOJCFuS did ma-
.demoifelie de Tlermont form? None..'
‘Engroffed with a fingle idea, the re=
-peated -to herfelf, ‘‘ He loves me; ; ‘he

" /has told me fo'!” I'hxs happy idea ﬁlled"

her whole foul; nor was “he uneafy
-about the future, for in the future the

_ «contemplated only her lover faithful
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54 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT,

= 1ephed verbally; that he would Himfelf
~bring what the puncefs atked for, and
_ the page wentaway. When monfieur
de Melun was alone, he attentively
examined, the princefs’s note; and
what was his furprife, his emotion,
when he faw upon the feal the words °
he bad pronounced the preceding even-
ing, Jufgw aw tombeau ! e
Mademmfelle de C lermont had th&t, :
very evening fent orders to her Jewellaf
to get thofe words engraved upon a
xead) -made feal, and to fend it her
the next day bynoon ; and her order
was éxecuted.  To make ufe of it {he
feized the pletekt which one of her -
ladiés in waiting had afforded by ex-
pre[ﬁn«r a dqgre to go to the play that
“ evening, ‘and wrote in her, prefeuce to
- monfieur de Melun for his bex. The
~Jeal compenfated for being unable *o -
write to him more than two unmtexeft—

: mg lings. 3
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 MADEMOISELLE DE CEERMONT, 55
Monfieur de Melun‘waxted’ on made-
moifelle de Clermont. 2 She was alone
with herdady in waiting; to witom he
prefented the box ticket, “to offer it
- to the ‘princefs.. A few moments after
the_lady in waiting vofe to fetch her
“work-bag, whiclr was at the other end+
of theroom, and while her back was-
turned, monfieur de Melun, with an

5

air of timidity and affeétion, laid upon-

‘a fand’ near the princefs the letters
 he had written.” The princefs blufhed,
placed her handkerchxef on the letter,

and Ieanmc"hqr arm and hand on the
ftand, rethained in that attitude. Mon~

fieur de Melun took lezve, arrd the prin-
eefs putting the handkerchief and let-

ter in her pocket, haﬁened to- her-

dreﬂ"ma-mom SRR
- Monfieur de Melun paffed the re-
mainder of the day alons and at home:.

The nextday he felt a wﬂh to-feoemar

D45 5
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58 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMORT s
felte de Clel'mo‘nt and Whﬁﬁ, -after
f"waltmg two months, the found mon-
fieur de Melun did not return, . the dell
info a lowhefs of fpmts from which
_ nothing could 3elleve her.: The world.
- attributed her melancholy to the bril-

‘ hant marriage that was negotlatmfrfor‘._
her, and Wthh muft for ever feparate -
Ler from TFrance. Monﬁcm le duc
- had indeed fpokeu to_her of it, but
finding her totally averfe to 1{, he “had

: xequefted her to reflect upon it' ma~

turely, and t_ mfox m him of her ulti-

mate deeifion. on the fubw& in the
courfe of the month of May. = at that
time the f Me]un returned after

;:m'_'abf'ehpf _ t]uee months. . The next

day after his arrival the marchionefs e,
G waited "Qn mademo:felle de Cler-
mont to commumcate Wlth lier, in
confldence rﬂlame to. mnnﬁeur e
Mehm. The count of B¥* whd Was
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fieur 1e ddc, who has fo much mﬂu-
_ence over him.” Mademoifelle de
Clerméut interrupted the marchionefs,
to queftion her relative to mademoi-
- {elle de B”“*’*, on whom the marchi-
onefs beftowed the warmeft eulog«ums
~and mademoilelle de Clermont pro- -
~mifed to fpeak to her brother, as ﬂle
Leeqeelied. Lo Z %
3 This converfation O‘ave mademmfelle
de Clermont the greateft uneafinefs fhe
had ever experienced. Mademoifelle
de B¥** loved the duke of Melun, and .
was a charming: gitl.  All the friends’
_of monfieur ds Melun were ubout to
~ unitein magmfy.nw the advantages of -
this alliance.——What painful fubje@s .
of refleCtion ! Alas | faid the to herfelf;
the imagined paffion of mademoifelle
© de B (and: which perhaps the does
_not realfy fee]) interefts ‘every. one,
thleI to avmd a univerfal cenfme,













64 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT.
: m‘ad‘emdifeﬁéde Ciermonit after fo long
an abfence, and‘at the fame time was
happy m havmd ' a prlvate 1nterv1ew
with her, waited on her, 1efolved e
~dpeak to her with cool and perfedt rea-

fon. Both for her fake, and for mme,

faid e to himfelf, I muft fpeak to her
at large. “ My fortitude alone can
ftrengthen hers, and I will determine
her to facrifice’ an mchnatlou, which
_every thing condemns. 7Tis thus I

‘ought to ﬁmpioy the influence T have

with her. I‘omﬁed with thefe reflec-
“tions, at noon monﬁeur “de Melun
'Waxted on' mademgifelle de Cleimont

wh_o was, etpeéting his arrivalL.—He

~was thown into a room on the oround
floor, ‘the glafs doors of which openéd
into the gardens and lequeﬁed to wait
thele the pxmcefs bemO"{’ﬁU in her
thambel, A few mmutes__aftm ‘the
door opened, an“d(vv‘ mademoifelle  de











































































































































































MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT. I21

her—if at that momens he fhould be
~worfe!  Prefently the took this crael
idea for a prefcntlment. ‘What woéuld’
fhe not have given for the power of
going to learn fome tidings of him!
- But, feated between the king and
montieur le duc, fhe had no means of
‘going out for a fingle moment, oreven
of giving infirutions to that effeét.
The play was full of humour; the
houfe refcnded with burfts of laugh-
- ter; andihe -nfortunate prmcefs, with
eyes overfloving w;th tears, was. forced
toapplaud. =«

‘When tﬁey leftsthe theatre, fhe fent;
for the tenth time that day, to know
how monfieur de Melun was, and re=«
ceived the fame anfwer as before, - that -
Tie wasfiill in the fame fate.  But all
on a'fudden her heart was torturcd
with a tHought nu.)re terrible than all
the refr—If mouﬁem de *Melun' was

VOL L ;\ o
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° 122 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT,

in faét worfe, would fhe be told fo
during the féte, or while the king
was at Chantilly ? And could the even
fully rely on all that had been told her
that morning ? fince it Was abfolutely
made a point that fhe fhould do -
the honours ! — Thunderftruck with
this idea, fhe had not the courage to *
contemplate it,—the repelled it with
horror; but the blow was ftruck; t};e
idea had entered her heart, ~ud feemed
to give it a mortal wound ; jhe might
drive away we refleétion. but could
not vanquith the fuffering it brought.
At length, however, the king fet off
at eleven o’clock at night. Made-
moifelle de Clermont now haftened te
~her apartment, and refolved to go to
monficur de Melun as foon as the
people of the houfe fhould be in bed,
She took off her fumptuous crefs, and
at three in the morning went down
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MASEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT. 123

fairs. It was neceffary to traverfe a

part of the quadrangle—the darknefs
of the night, the hour, the filence that
reigned around, all recalled to her
mind a diftratting remembrance.—
“ Alas!” faid fhe, ““ a week ago I
pafled this court with, the like fecrefy!

- That night paffed in all the tranfports
of love and of blifs—but this night—

alas! that felicity was but a pafling
dream, 2.d the dawn that is about to
rife will,« perhaps, awaken me but to
horror l—Lat me panfe'—Let me en-
joy, at Ieaft fos 2 moment, the hope,
the unceltmnty, the only good that
remains !” With thefe words fhe feated
herfelf upon a ftone, croffed her hands
upon her bofom, and raifing her eyes,
which were overflowing with tears, to
Heaven: ¢ O thou invifible Confoler!”
cried fhef “ come and firengthen this
difiradted heart!—O Sovereign Ruler !
i e
®
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24 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT.

if thou haft deftined for me but feven
days of happinefs upon earth, preferve
me from that defpair which blafphemes
or murmurs: give me the humble grief
which detaches the foul from =ali
perithable good to take refuge ir thy
bofom!”  As .fhe uttered thefe words,
her tears flowed abundantly, but yet
with lefs bitternefs. —Day now began
to dawn; the thuddered with horror—
“ O uncertain, O terrible (ﬁ"’ cried
fhe, ““ what wilt. thou-pé t6 me:—
Thou containeft all my future deftiny !”
She paufed- and, after a fhe-t filence,
“again advanced. She re-cutered the
palace, went up ftairs, and was pre-
—fently at the door of monficur de Me-
lun’s apartment. There with tr emblmg
knees fhe leant againft the wall—
“Come,” faid fhe, *‘let me know my
 fate!” She then fcught for the key
to open the door, but in vain,* She
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dared not knock—the liftened-—a pro-
found filence reigned throughout the
corridor—that filence alarmed her.—
Alas! a noife or a movement would
have been équall-yr terrific: thus fhe
coutinued about half an hour clofe to
the door; till at lenth, it being broad
day-light, the was obliged to retire.
She returned to her own apartment,
threw herfelf into a chair, and waited
till the attendants thould be- awake.
At feven fhe heard people walking,
fhe ftarted~from her gloomy reverie—
the arofe withe agitation. A waiting
woman entered swith an air of confter-
nation, and told her the valet de

chambre of monfieur de Melun afked -

to fpeak with her. Mademoifelle de
- Clermont thuddered with horror, and
an{weredsonly with a figh. The valet

/

de qharﬂbre appegred—his manner, his *

countenance, but too plainly told his
N @S

a



126 MADEMOISELLE DE CLERMONT.

dreadful tale, The princefs fell into
a chair, a deathlike palenefs fpread over
all her features. The valet de chambre
flowly approached, and_ prefented a
paper to her. The unfortunate prin-
cefs threw herfelf on her knees to re-
ceive it, and colleéting the fmall re-
mains of her firength, opened the fatal
writing. “Twas the firft note the had
written to monfieur de Melun, and
which contained only thefe® words—
“ Pour toujours!” Buf her dying huf-
band, before he breathed his laft, had
added upon the fame¢ paper his firft
declaration. It contdined the follow-
ing affeéling.words : ‘‘ In your hands
1 depoﬁt that which was moft dear to
me.—Adieu! forget not him wholoved
you jufqu’ au torbeay,”
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THE

HERDSMEN OF THE PYRENEES;
A TRAGMENT OF TAAVELE PERFORMED IN 1748

ety

It is about twelve years fince I tra-
velled. After ‘croffing feveral of the
fouthern provinces of France, I reached
the great chain of mouatains which
feparates that country from Spain. Here-

in a charming retirement, I made a flay.
I hired a pretty little cottage, and re-
folved tospafs the fummer in it. My
houfe, {dated on the declivity of a moun-
tain tovered with trees,, was {urrounded

3% \ G 4‘



128 THE HERDSMEN OF .

\‘ by rocks, and» {prings of pure and tran-
; fparent water.” I overlooked an exten-
five ‘plain, interfeGed by the channels
formed by torreats that fell from the
fummits_of the mountains. I had no
other ne:gbbours than hufbandmen and
fhepherds. -
In this folitude, my meditations were
not interrupted by the tumultuous roar
of cities: I was delivered from the
wearifome prancing of horfes, the rat-
tiing of chariots, and the vociferations
of public criers, forcing upca the mind
nothing but ufelefs turmoils of intereft, or
pride, and the buftle of frivolity, or vice,
or paffion. «Under a tranquil roof that .
. blefled me with its fhelter, T heard only
the majeftic voice of Nature; thé rapid
and‘awfql fall of cafcades and torrents 3
the bleatings of the flocks fcattered over
the fides of the mopntains; the ruftic
notesof the flute and the bag-pipe,and the

®



THE PYRENEES. 123

fongs of the young hufbandmen; feated
on the fummits of the rocks. ’
Here, furrounded by a beautifur coun-
try, I devoted the greateft part of the
day to rural walks. Firft, I traverfed
all the mountains that lay contiguous to:
my home. I frequently met with flocks
~ of theep; and the fhepherds who watch-
ed them were all children, or youths
whofe age did not exceed fifteen. ool
rémarked that thefe latter occupied the
moft lofty mountains, while the chil-
dren, afraid to climb broken and flip-
pery rocks, remained in. paftures of lefs
difficult‘accefs., In propestion as I de-
fcended the mountains, I found thefe
little thepherds decreafe in fize and years;
and, on the hills that bordered the plawus,
there were only little hinds, of eight ox
nine years old. Thefe obfervations led
me to-fuppofe; at firt, that the flocks;
of the v alley had guardions ftill youngery
& 5
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or at leaft of the fame age with thofe on
the hills: « Do you fometimes lead
your §oatsinto the valley ?” faid I, to a
little goat-herd.

¢ I fhall go there one of thefe days,”
replied he, {miling;  but a great while
muft pafs before that time, and I muft
go over a great deal of ground.”

¢ How {o ?” 3

“ Firft, I muft climb up to the tops
of the mountains; afterwards, I muft
work with my father ; and when I am
fixty years old, I may go int» the val-
Hes.”

‘“ What! the fhepherds of tne vallies
are old men P’

“ O yes; our eider brothers are on
‘tne heights, and our grandfathers on the
plains.”

I defcended into the fertile and de-
 lightful valley of Campan. At firft, I
could fee only the numerous herds of
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cattle and fheep, which covered almoft
all its bofom ; but foon I difcovered the
venerabla paftors, feated or lying on the
fkirts of the meadows. T felt a painful
fentiment, on beholding thefc infulated
old men, thus left to themfelves in the
midft of prodigious folitudes. I had
juft left the contemplation of the moft
cheerful piture — mountains peopled
with young, agile, and noify inhabitants,
theabodesofinnocenceand gaiety,and the
echoes of which were nevertaught to re~
peat other founds than thofe of joyous
fongs, guilelefsdaughs, and the foft bur-
dens of the pipe! I had left all the
earth had to boaft moft lovely,-child-
hood and earlieft youth; and I felt 2.
fort of fadnefs in the midft of this
aged multitude. The approaches of the
two extremities of life offered a contraft
the. more ftrikiNg, inafmuch as thefe
good old men, carclefsly’ extended on
g T
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_ the turf, sppeared plunged in profound .
and melancholy thoughtfulnefs. Their ;
gloomy tranquillity refembled dejeétion;
their meditation, the gricf of being
forfaken. « I faw them alone, far from
their children; T pitied them, and ad-
vanced flowly, with a mingled fentiment
of compaffion and refpect. Walking
thus, I foon reached one of thefe old
men, who had chiefly fixed my atten-
tion. He was of a robuft and moft
engaging figure. His locks, of a daz-
~ zling white, fell in filver curis over his
broad fhoulders; candour and benevos
fence were painted on his features; and
the ferenity <of his countenance and
danks, exprefled the habitual tranquillity
of his foul. He was feated at the foot
of a mouptain, tue fides of which were
covered with mofs and herbage; an
* enormous mafs <of rocks rofe perpendi=
cularly ‘above “him, jutting out of the
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mountain, and forming, at an elevation
of two hundred feet, a fort of ruftic
porch, which fheltered his venerable
head from the ardour of the fun. Thefe
rocks were decorated by nature with
garlands of ivy, periwinkle, and rofe-
coloured convolvolus, which fell in taflels
and unequal feftoons, diftributed in
groupes, with equal elegance and pro-
fufion. At a few paces from the old
man, two willows leaned towards each
other, uniting their flexile branches to
fhade a fpring ‘that defcended from the
mountains. Fhe waters, foaming from
their fall, leaped impetuouily over every
_ thing that feemed to oppofe the'r paf-
{age ; but, peaceable in their courfe, they
moved foftly among the grafs and flowers,
ftole by. the feet of the old man, and
flowed, with a gentle murmur, to lofe
themielves in thy bottom of the valley. ,
. #fter obtaining the old man’s per-
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miffion to feat myfelf at his fide, Ire-
lated to him what T had learned from
the little fhepherd of the mountains,
and atked foran explanatlom

¢« From time immemorial,” replied
the old man, * the people of thefe
countries have devoted to the paftoral
charge the two ages that feem beft fuited
to its duties: the two extremities ofc
life, childhood, leaving thearms of Na-
ture; and old age, ready to return into
her bofom. The children, as you have
feen, conduét the flocks to the heights,
and there acquire that vigour, that
agility, that courage, which particularly
mark ¢he inhabitants of mountainous
countries, They are exercifed in climb-
ing rocks, and leaping over torrents;
they are accuftomed to behold, without
¢ alarm, the(depthkof precipices, and often
o run along the brinks of abyfles, to
overtake and bring back a fugitive geat.
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 But, at fifteen, they quit the employment
of fhepherds, to take upon them that of
c-ulti_vatori. At this age,a young ‘man,
proud to fhare the labours of his father,
abandons the mountains without regret;
gives up, with joy, the crook into lefs
powerful hands, and thenceforth wiclds
the pick-axe and the {pade, more wor-
thy of his nervous arm. Yet, before
_he defcends upon the plain, he cafts a
look of forrow on his flock, till now the
fole bbjet of his thoughts; yet, he re-
ceives, with tears, the laft careffes of his
affeGtionate, his.faithful dog.

« Adantted jnto the ehafs of thofe
that labour, we remain there till ths de~
cline of our firength; but when we can
no longer follow the toils of the fields,
we return, with humility, to the fcrip
and crook, and come to pafs in thefe
meadows the renminder of our days.”

The old man ceafed to fpeak, &

1

-
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light cloud obfcured, for a moment, the
fcremty of his forchead. I faw that
he recollected, with a degree of afflic-
tion, the moment in which age had
forced him to refign hithfelf, thhout
alteratlon, to the paftoral life. He was
dumb, and I did not prefume to iater-
gate him farther; but prefently he broke
filence : ¢ As for the reft,” contmuﬂd
he,  our old age 1s perfectly happy,.
and _paffes away in undiftutbed tran-
quillity.” ¢

 And yet,” interrupted I, « does
not a long habit of lalkour render this
continual repofe tedious?”

“ Noy” rephed lig s becaufe this re=
; po{'e is ufeful. I fhould be weary, were
¥adle in my cottage; for he that <s not
ufeful to others, is overladen with him-
{elf; buf the ‘guardian of thefe (heep,
feated all the day under thefe rocks, I
am as ufeful. to my family as when I

A
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could dig and hold a plough. This
thought alone is fufficient. to make me
love my cpndition. Befides, think you
not, that when we have exercifed our
arms and ftréngth during fifty years, it
1s fweet to have no other duty to fulfil,
than that of paffing our days, foftly
couched, upon the turf of the mea-
dlows g2
- “ And in this total inaction, do you
neverfeel yourfelf in want of amufement 2
** How can I want amufement amidft
the objects which furround me,and which
call back fo many and fo delightful re-
collections? Thefe mountains that fur-
round us, T over-ran in my -arlieft
youth : I difcover hence, by the difpo-
poficion of the groupes of firs, and
of the rocks, the places I moft com-
monly frequented. My weakened fight
does not permi: me to diftinguith all,
that your eyes efpy; but my memory

vl e
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fupplies its defect, it reprefents with -
fide’ity all that my eyescannot difcern;;
and this fort of reveric requres a cer-
tain apphcatxon of mind, by which the
intereft is increafed. My 1magmathn'
tranfports me to lofty heights that pierce
the clouds; unperifhable remembrances
guide me through their twifled roads, and
~ the broken and flippery paths bywhicle
they are croffed and united. Some-
times, however, my famtmg memory
fuddenly abandons me; now, on the
edge of a torrent, now at the defcent
- of a precipice—I ftop—I tremble; and
- at this inftant, I cen recollect the
way I have loft, my heart ftill beats
with joy, as in the {pring-time of my
days. - It is thus that, without leaving
my feat, {pringing on thefe mountains,
I return to my old haunts, I vifit them
«all, and I recover the lively emotions,
the pleafures of my youth.”
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The old man had fcarcely finithed
thefg words, when we heard at a dif-
tance, ani{ from the top of the moun-
tain, the found of a flute: ‘ Ah!”
faid the old ‘man, fmiling, ° here is
Toby coming down the rock. He is
‘repeating an air of which 1 am very
fond. It is the fong that I ufed to
play fg often athis age!” He gently
beat the meafure with his hand, and
pleafure glittered in his eyes.

“*Who is Toby ?” faid I

¢ He ® a fhepherd, in his fifteenth
year. He loves Lina, my grand-
daughter’.‘ might I, before I die, but
fee them united! This is the hour
when our grand-daughters come every
moruing to fee us, and bring us our
meals. At this time Toby always
brings hjs goats to the rock, under
which he knows\l repofe.” s

The old‘man was. ull {peaking,

L
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-~

when I perceived at a di{‘?ance, at the
other end of the valley, a numerous
troop of girls, whoadvanced {;\Vlftl y, and
difperfed themfelves over the plain. At

' the fameinftant, the fhephtrds placed on
the heights ran forward, and appeared
on the broken ridges of the moun-~ -
tains, by which we were environed.
Some, with their bodies inclined ovep
the extremities of the cliffs, diftreffed
the fpe&ator with the fight of a part of
the earth which fupported them tcon-
tinuvally falling down; others had
climbed to the higheft branches of the
trees, to d.fcover, at the g.eater dif-
tance, the lovely and enchanting
band which ‘arrived every day at the
feae hour,

At this peuod of the day, the ﬂocks
of the <nountains, {fuddenly aban-
doned, might wande: at hberty, all
wﬁs in motion, on the emmences on

o
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.the plains; curiofity, growing .love,
paternal tendernefs, produced 9 ph e
ral emotiop among all the thepherds,
young and old. ’

Meanwhile, the village givls fepa-
rated from each other, to feek: their
' grandfathers in the meadows, and
carry them, in pretty ofier-bafkets,
fruits and cheefe®. They ran with
eagernefs towards the good old men,
who opened their arms to welcome
them. 1 admired the grace and
{prightly &ait of thefe pretty peafants
of the Pyrenees, every one of whom
was rematkable for elegance and
beauty ; but my heart was more <ipe-

.= This regale may- feem fomewhat fingular to
an Englifh reader, but the French have a prover-
bial faying, (Entre la poire & le fromages) lite- °
rally, amza_’/f the pear‘and cheefe; and metapho-—
rically, i the mm}? of the _;olhtj, cheers or merry=

makmg. e % ey g
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ciallydnterefted in Lina. She was Milt |
a landred paces from us, when her
grandfather pointed her ont in the
midft of a groupe, faym & Iz‘ is the
prettiefls”

And paternal affe@ion did not de-
ceive the old man. Lina was really
~ beautiful. ~She threw herfelf into the.
arms of her grandfather, who prefled
her tenderly to his bofom. She re-
turned to fetch the bafket, which one
of her companions held. In doing
this, fhe lifted her timid eyes towards
the fummit of the mountain, and Toby,
on the point of the rock, received the
look~ -that heart-felt look—waited for
from the dawn of the morning, and
the fweet reward of all the labours
of the day! Toby, at the fame mo-
ment, threw down a bunch of rofes,
¢ which fell within alfew paces of the
party formed: b) Lina and her compa-
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nions.  Lina bluthed, and wanted

: courage 1o ple up the nofe«ray "he
old man enjoyed her trouble ; and the
other girls, laughing, cried out all at
once, with aittle malice and a great
deal of gaiety, ¢ [Itis for Lina! it is
Sor Lina?”” 1In thort, Lina was fen-
tenced to wear the nofegay. With a
trembling hand the faftened it to her
bofom,_ and. to hide her confufiou,
{he took refuge under her grandfather’s
rock,: and feated herfelf at his fide.
I left themm to enjoy, unreftrained, a
converfation full of tendernefs and
{fweetnefls ;".and,‘with a head full of
the venerable old man, Lina, zad
Toby, I regained my little habitation,
faying within myfelf, ¢ If happineis
exifis upon earth, thefe are the man-
ners, thefe are the feelings, that ought
to mfuxc its po{fe&xon.

%
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It has been feen, that =

_the hfe of a peafant of the. Py1 enees is
divided intc three diftiné periods :
_firft,  from the age of eigfiit to that of
fifteen, he . is a mountain-fhepherd;
after this, he enters into the clais of
cultivators; at length, arrived at .
~ old age, he is a herdfman of the val-
lisis o Do ok brilliant of thefe
epochs, is that at which a young man
is elevated to the rank of cultivator,
and this, thcrefore, is-celebrated with -
folemnity. : : :

. As foon as a {hephetd of che moun-
taizs has completed his fifteenth year,
his father goes in fearch of him, to
éondué him into the fields, o= into

- #he: uncyaid which he is:thencefor
ward to “cultiv ate Thememorable day
is a feftival for the young man’s fa-
mily. I wasf'déﬁrous‘toffee this ruftie

s .
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: CEEGMon I fpoke to ‘my good old
~man; Lina’s grandfather, who informed
- me, that%ithin a month Toby would
for ever leawe the mountains, and
_abandon the rock to which he had
beea {0 often led by his love for’ Lina.
A fomewhat fingular circumftance :
was to increafe the intereft of the ce-
remony. on this occafion.  On the
fame day il'oby s father, feventy years
of age, was to renounce the clafs of
. cultivators to enter that of herdfimen.
He had four children of his firft mar-
riage ; Tobwy was a child of the fecond
marriage, and the youngeﬁ of htsxbro- ’
_thers was not three years old. s
- The day fixed for the ceremony ar-
rlved at length. Threﬁ hours before .
fun-fet I went tq the plain, where T
found all the old] erdfmen affembled,
at thé foot of the mountain on which’
‘Toby Watche?l his flock. Soon after,
volr. 1, 3 H ~
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for fhould the turnkey, ashe fometimes
does, come this way unexpectedly, you
may be heard.’—With a tremblmg hand
3. . opened this precxous note. It was
- written qn the back of ah p!8 letter with
a toothpick dipped in the blood of Ga-
“lifta, and contained thefe words:
. “How do I now blefs the tyranny
< that denies me the neceffary imple-
¢ ments for writing, fince it forces me
¢ thus to fign with my blood ¢he facred
< vow I have made, never to ceafe to
“ love you. J‘udge’hbw tender are the
s {l.ntlments I entertain for you. In
g your abfencs:, madame }Martin, )1eld-
“ing, to my earneft entreaties, and
L rcading my whole ‘heart, - confefled
“ every thing to me. I now know all,
; “ and how much foweyou. I had had
« fome* fufpxcmn of it ever fince your
 “gift of the plano O mY generous,
- urtuouskggfaé’tor I am yoirs by
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“right; Tam 'yoursr by choige! ®e my
% definy what it may, I fhall carry v.vxth
 me to the grave the pure and hallowed
¢ friendfkip which virtue formed and
« gratitude confirmed. My enly pro-
““tettor, it is you alone that can render,
“ life any longer defirable; and for you
¢¢ alone do I with to preferve it.

& “ CALISTA D’ARMALOS.”

¢ This rote, which contained fo fo-
~lemn an affeveration, I have carefully

kept. Alas! how cften have its cha-

- racters thus traced with her blood been
wathed with my tears! But let menot

anticipate evznts; let me rather collet

all my fortitude to conclude with tem-

per, If it be poﬂible, fo :‘trange and fad

i tale

- “ Not daring any more to fpeak f,o :

"'Cahfta aftcr ‘what Durand had faJd 1

dire&tly wrote an an{wer with my own

- blood, and paffed it thr,qua.n the-crevice
VOL; I. *p :
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of the wall, after having afcertained’that
~ fhe was b)" herfelf, which we did by
friking on the wall, being confident
that fhe would not return the fignal if
the Jailop were with hef. , Califta gave
three knocks ; I fell on one knee; Du-
‘rand feeing me in this pofture burft®out
a laughing.—¢ Why man,’ faid he, ¢ fhe
does not fee us.—¢ True,” replied I, but
the divines every feeling of my foul.’—
Not being able to fpeak to Lalifta, I
quickly left the prifon to renew my en-
deavours in Durand’s caufe. After
many frefh attempts, I faw clearly that
by means of money I might eafily fet
him at liberty. Not having enough I
borrowed the, fum I wanted, and after
having difpofed of five hundred louts,
<at ten o’clock at night I obtained’a for-
mal order for the liberation of Durand.”
M. d’Orfelin here interrupted Del-
rive; « This Durand,” faid he, ¢ was

(4
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quxte in the right; he playeal his cards
admitably, and was no doubt a very
clever fellow.”— Yes,” replied Del-
rive, “ I wm now of your opinion: this
is the clevernefs, or rather the character
a man fhould have. Delicacy is no more |
than hypocrify, and generofity is down-
right folly.”—After thefe refleGtions, M.
d’Grfelin entreating Delrive topurfue his
narrative, he thus contmued

< Being now anxious to obtain the
releafe of Califta, I fent Durand the or-
der I had juft procured, and caufed my
depofition to be inftantly taken, in
whick I claimed Califta as my wife. I
declared, that having married without
. my father’s confent, I had put off
the public avowal of it until I could
~ obtain it. I was believed, and I wenz
to bed for, that night in the hope of
foon feeing my Califta. free. I had -
friends and fome powezaul” protectors,

D2
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g who‘promlfed that my wife fhould be
- reftored to me; but to expedité the
order it was requifite to bribe fome of
the fubordinate officers, ;and, § had ex-
haufted %l my credit o accomplith .
.Durand’s releafe. At this juncure
Sérilly arrived at Paris; I made him ac-
quainted with my fituation and embar-
raffment, and he promifed to proeure
me fifteen thoufand livres fa the courfe
of two days. I now began to breathe,
-when I received a moft diftreffing letter,
informing me that my father lay dan-
geroudly ill ‘a hundred and fifty leagues
off, and had exprefled a with for my
-attentlance. In fpite of the extreme
grief which 1 felt at quitting Califta,
« who was ftill ip prifon, I could got he-
itate what past to' fake. I fent for
" Sérilly, on whom I depended as much
as on myfelf, and I gave him a letter for
. Califta.  Hespromifed mee to. devote
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himfelf entirely to the bufine(s;” and
without a doubt of his fincerity I fet off
on my journey, fick at heart. 1 found
my father dying, yet ftill in his fenfes.
. Iirelated to I)i_rll every thing that had
happened to me, and in exprefling his
approbation of my attachment for Ca-
lifta, he rendered her ftill more dear to -
me. T had been fix days at my father’s
houfe, a pfey to the moft painful fuf-
_pence, when I received a letter from
-Sérilly. It brought me intelligence that
the villain who had denounced Califta,
~ was endeavouring to injura cur caufe;
and <hat had it rot been for him, fhe
would already have been at iberty.
Notwithftanding this, ~Sérilly confi-
dently afferted that he was fure of for-
cefs, telling me, thae Califta was re—
moved to,a more commodious part of
the prifon, and was no longer in folitary
confinement, for that ¥e lfad been per-

D3
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mittéd to {re her. He dwelt with en-
thufiafm upon the graces and beauty of
her, perfon, and inclofed me a letter
from her, written in ‘.the{mo{t»aﬁ'e&ing
terms. ¢ $

¢« Meanwhile my father continuing to
grow worfe and worfe every day, not a
fhadow of hope that he would recover
was left me. You know how I loved
him, and can therefore readify conceive
what I felt. He ftruggled with death
for two months, during the whole of.
which time I received no other letter
fron. Sérilly. than that which I have
mentioned. At the end ofa fortnight I
difpatched a meffenger Yo Paris. Several
accidental circumftances concurred to
retarﬂ his return, and he did not ¢ome
back till the da)i on Which my father
expired. ‘However, he brought me word,
that Califta hag left the prifon three
weeks after fsy geparture; that [he had
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guitted Paris, as had Sérilly, and that:
no ofle knew what was become of either.. -
I was fatisfied with having my fears re-
{pecting the fate of Calista removed, and
- asThad not « doubt but tha fhe had
written to me, I concluded that her let-
ters as well as Sérilly’s had been loft, or
entrufted to carelefs hands. I thought
noching of their abrupt manner of leav-
ing Paris, and relying on the uncorrupt
fidelity of two. perfons who were in fulk
‘.poﬁ'eﬁion of my love and efteem, I did
not in the leaft fufpe& them, nor did I
experience the fmalieft cnxiety about
the event.—Bufinefs of the greateft im-
portance flill detsined me-at * * He¥
much againft my inclinatcon twelve days.
longer, at the end of which time: I re-
turned to Paris. *After feveral different
accounts I learned that Sérilly had really
fet out with Califta, and was {uppofed
to: be Atk L 8%, on,xlh. cltate near

D4
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Chalms fur-Saéne.—I fet off on Hone- .
“ back without a moment’s delay, travel-
-ling day and night. It was then the
month of May.—About exgh\ o’clock
in the morning I reached the next poft
to L * * *, and alighting, went into the
‘inn to make fome inquiries of the mafter,
whom I knew, having made feveral
journeys to L * * *_ T entered the lower
parlour, where I found tht landlord
alone, fitting with a table before him,
and {moking. He did not make the
least motion to rife on fecing me, left, I
juppofe, he fhould trefpafs upon the
fyftem of equality—The firft thing I
did was to afk him whether Sérilly was
at L*** —<N¢’, he replied, ‘to his great
forro¥v, he eight days ago received ex-
f)f}:fs orders to fet ouf inftantly for the
army, and what ‘made the cafe the harder
was, he had jutt married a handiome
woman’. ——‘\How I exclzumed,. with «
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a foreboding emotion, “how! is Sérilly
married ?’—¢ What, then! you did not
know ofit,’ reJomed the landlord, laying
his pipe upon che table, and pleafed at
havmo a tale to tell.—“He took a charm-
ing- young woman out of prifon, and
made her his wife.’—At thefe words I
was obliged to fupport myfelf againft -
the table, for my legs failed me.—*¢ You
are fatigued,” faid the innkeeper; ¢ why
don’t you fit down?”—T1 fell into a
chair.—Well, as T was faying,’” continu-
ed he, ¢ the fair citizen Sérilly is as beau-
tiful as the loves and graces.—Her fa-
ther’s name‘w-'as 4’Amalos, a wealthy
banker.~—Here the landlord fecing me
turn palé, called as loud as he could for
the maid to bring. me a“glass of brandy;,
affuring me that nothing wa. better
than brandy for fatigue.—Mcanwhile it
occuired to me that this marriage was,
perhaps; no more than'a feint which

D5 : .
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. Sérill(§ had judged neceflary. When the
- maid was gone out of the room I inquir-
ed where Sérilly was married.—¢ Firft at
the mumc1pahty of Chalans,"rev\hed the
mnkeeper, ¢ but the fair citizen Sérilly
wwas not fatisfied with that, (for between
you and me fhe is a complete bigot)
fhie ordered a prieft to be fent for, and
when with much difficulty they had
found one, the was married agaia by him
at the Chateau.—And this I can fpeak
to from my own knowledge, for I was
one of the witnefles, and I myfelf held
the marriage veil.’—‘ And pray does the
wife of Sérilly remain at T*** »—< Yes,
truly, the poar woman is in great afflic-
tiony for (he was very fond of her huf-
band P’—¢ I wifleto feg her,’ faid I; and
haftily rifing ordered a horfe to be got
ready, and in a ftate of mind which I
cannot defctlbe to you I continued my
journey. I hdd only two leagdes to
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ride and got to the village of L¥%* a »

half after nine. I put up my horfe at
the firft public houfe I came to, and
proceeded to ‘the Chateaw  on foot.
I inet a fervant girl in the avenue, and
_ ftopping her to alk her fome queftions I
learned that madame Sérilly was walking

with her waiting maid in a wood clofe -

by—thither I turned my fteps. I wan-
dered onwards with my heartt palpitating:
to fuch a degree as to {top my breath.
The leaft noife made me (hake as if I had
an ague; I expeéted every moment to
hear the perfjdious. woman whom I was
in fearch of. As,I drew near to a {mall
Chinefe paviliony the windows of which
were fhut and the door half open; k
thought I fhoulds have*dropped for-F
did in reality hear the “veice of Califta.
"That voict no longer retained its former
fweetnefs to. my ear, bt ¥ could not
‘miftake it. I ﬁopped‘ at the door to
Db
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;liﬁen‘.‘ At ‘that moment her maid was
fpeaking:—‘You will fee him again
ma’am,’ faid the, ¢ why then thus afflict
yourfelf P—*¢ Why do IP’(rephed Califta,
~ weeping — ‘O my God ! Dear, dear
Sérilly, Why did you not allow me: to
follow you? O with what joy would I
- hzve fhared all your dangers!’—¢ But we
muft truft to the goodnefs of God,
~ ma’am’—< Ah! doubtless, it is on that 1
prefume to reft; without religion what
would become of me ’—Thefe laft words
fet my whole foul on fire with indigna-
tion.—* IIypocrite!’ exclaimed I, burft-
" ing into the pavilion :, and for the firft
time I*beheld unveiled her whom I once
adorgd. The ftriking likenefs {he bore
to her mother,< and the clofe r¢fem-
blance of her faatures to the portrait o
deeply engraven on my memosy, would
have been, fufﬁment to enable« me
to point her éut among ‘& thdufand
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. perfons.  She fhricked oh fecing me:
Enraged ; T went up to her: ¢ Tremble,” -
cried I, ¢ tremble at the fight of the mor -
tal ensmy ol your unworthy hufband ;
1o, he fhall not meet a glorious death;
this avenging hand fhall put an end (o
his faithlefs exiftence.’—At thefe words
Califta, overcome by terror, fainted
ﬁ'ay.—‘zAﬁiﬁ her,’ faid I, addreffing the
affrighted maid who attended her; ¢tell
her fhe has nothing to fear from a hafty -
emotion, which I now difavow; the
moft profound contemrpt {hall be my
{ole revenge.” — Thus “fayitg, I ruthed
from the pavilion, and hurried out of
the wood. 1 re-mounted my norfe and
fled precipitately from ‘thxs hateful
place. I retugned in hafte to Paris,
where I provided nfyfelf with the “fum ?
of thirty thoufand francs: then, furnifh-
ed with falfe certlﬁcates, and difguifed
as *a, horYe-dealer; 1< Fettout, takmg a

3 e
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i fcignedi’name:? I quitted an unhappy -
. country which had been long rendered
hateful to me by the crimes of its ty-
rants. Betrayed in a manfier fna moft
inconceivable, by thofe on whom 1 had
fixed my affections, I renounced lowve
and friendfhip, which in me was abjuring
virtve,  Califtas bafe inconflancy and :
perfidy proved to me, that religion
added nothing to morality, and that it .
had no influence on Qour charatters or
our aétions. Cahﬁa 1s fill religious,
yet fhe has fhamefully deceived and
facrificed m.2, without the leaft remorfe!
~ If religion be of no ufe, it is nothing
- more thin impofture—Califta has be-
trayed e, Califta is ungrateful—Sérilly
is amonfter; and et this faithlefs ahd
¢ perjured pajr are happy, while I am fora
{aken, a fugitive, and in defpair. - There'
18 no Provxdence —= Add to the account,”
faid M. d’ Orfeun‘,“ that " affafins, dnd
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-plugderers are triumphant b F rance.’—
‘Well, well !’ replied Delrive, “ I thall make
myfelf amends for having been fo long,
credulcus and a dupe.’
¢ Delrive, in order to diffipate his me-
lancholy, travelled for a month througa
Switzerland. He then returned to
Laufanne, and again took his abude
with M. d’Orfelin.  In this manner did
he pafs.the autumn and winter, receiv-

ing great kindnefs from M. d’Orfelin,

" towhom he exprefled his furprife at his
not having fent for his nephew, who had
emigrated fome years ‘before, fo live.
with him. This nephew, whofe name
was alfo d’Orfelin, was an interefting
young man, but he had a wife and chil-
dren, and old d’Orfdlin, too felfil. to
burthen himfelf withea whole family,
pretend&d that his poverty did not al-

Jow him to affift his upfortunate ‘ne-
phew, who was languxﬂﬁng in want at

3
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che father! ehid of Spain. - He affured
Delrive, however, that he had a very
warm affe&tion for young & Orfelin. 1
was formerly of great feizice to him,
fzid he, and the greateft  uneafinefs X
bave is that I have it not in my r)ow‘,r
to be fo now.

ieanwhile Delrive, notWJthﬁmdmg
all his ,ffprts, could not banifh Califta
from his mind. When Le refleéted on
the particulars of hjs conneétion with
her, he could not conceive the poffibility
of a change fo fudden, of treachery fo
audacious. At times he read her let-
‘ters, and then he felt all‘thek violence of
~ his firft ‘refentmgnt return.  He gave
way to bis anger, and declaimed againft
rekgion; but as refentment and rage did:
not “entirely deprive him of his judg-
ment, he could not but allow, in his
mind, that deyotion had formerly fe-
fined his manne?s, *and’ exalted all ‘his

< “
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virtues; that it had alleviated all the
forrotvvs of madame d’Arialos, and
even banifhed, all the terror of the
grave; leftly, he alfo remembered the
tranquil- and- pious death of his fa-
ther, and thefe faithful images of his
memory, without recalling him to vir-
tue, difturbed and tormented him. He
was.{o incenfed, fo fhocked at the crines
daily committed in France, and at the
profperity of her tyrants; and he was,
above all, fo exafpe-ated at the unpar-
relleled treachery of his miftrefs, and
his friend, that he eagerly wifhed to
be confirmed in his infidelity. _iThe®:
{cepticifm of M. d'Orfelin was by no
means to his tafte: befides, that it ap-
peared to him abfurd to throw of ‘the
yoke of religion, *without pofitively re-
je@ing all belicf in it, his inf_tiate paf-
fion demanded a more determined plan; "
he wifhed fo bg a mal‘.q:ria:lh“t, an athieft,
and he had already adopfed their horrid
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langgage; but in him it was the language
© of revenge, not of opinion. He hud re-
courfe to the writings of Hobbes, Spi-
nofa, and their difciples, the modern
philofophgrs.  Thefe et fooh threw
down, for his father<had formerly taken
‘care to arm him againft thefe defpicable
{ophifts, by pointing out to him the
fubtilties of their moft {pecious reawun-
ings, and efpechlly by giving him a
thorough knowledge of religion.
** Thefe books,”” faid he to M. d'Orfe~ -
- lin, “ are {o replete with falfehood and
contradiftion, and the arguments in
. them are fo wanting in Dlidity, that
they can make no impreffion but upon
the moft ignorent or diftorted minds.
The only way to &t rid of troublefome
p%e}udxccs is to give ofiefelf up to plea-
fure and the pafftons: for, as to me, the
only unanfwerable argument againt re-
ligion is the‘“d:vouon and the finithed:
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and religious education of the moft er-
-fidiou$ of women.”—*¢ True.,” faid M. -
d’Orfelin, for had your Califta in the
courfe of “ime fuffered herfelf to be led
away by the fedudion of bal exam-
ples, and ceafed to be religious, it
might have been faid that fhe ceafed to -
be virtuous only by forfaking religton,
and raffering herfelf to be corrupted by ;
degrees; but to change fo fuddenly! after
fuch oaths, fo readily to betray a lover,

a benefacor, and in a manner {o infult-
ing, without feeling the flighteft re-
morfe, and yet retain her religious be-
lief! this, furzly, is an inftance which
carries conviction, that refpet to the
opinion of the world is a *houfand times
more ufeful than ever religion and yicty.
could be.” - Delrive was much*pleaied
with this Ieﬂeé‘tion, whiéh, inGeed, ap=
peared to hint ftrikingly Jjuft. Pt
* Delrive had heen living near a twelves'
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morth at Laufanne, when one evening

- as he returned home he was tcla that -

M. d'Orfelin had fallen into an apoplec-
tic fit. He immediately feat for medi-

- cal affiftance.  The patient, “after re-

peated bleedings, towards morning re-
coveted his fenfes; but not a free ufe of

his ipecch; he could only ftammer out

fome words which were fearcely incelli-
gible.  Delrive never quitted his-bed-
fide. ' In the evening M. d’Orfelin ap-
peared to be muchwworfe. By figns and-
fome il articulated monofyllables, he in-
dicated that he wilhed a prieft to be
fent for. Delrive defired it might be

done, and the fervant left the room.
* M. d’Orfelin, anore agitated than ever,

finding himfelf alone with Delrive, raifed
himfelf with great difficulty; and drew
from unéer his*bolfter a waiftcoat, from
the pocket of which he took two keys
which ke p‘refexf‘t‘ed to Delrive, at the
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fame time pointing toa httle clofet near
the bed.  According to thxs indication
Delrive opened.the clofet with the largeft
of the kevs. The dying man held his
finger out to a ftrong-box, whkich Del-
rive took out, and having fhut the
clofet, leaving the key in it, he carried
the box, which was exceedingly heavy,
to tue bed. M. d’Orfelin feemed defir-
_ ous to fay fomething, but his eyes, fud-
denly affuming a wild look, clofed, and a
dreadful convulfion put an end to his
life. Delrive was ftruck with aftenith-
ment: ¢ There can be ne doubt,” faid
he to himfelf; ¢ but that this old man,
who had an affe®ion for me, has ‘made ’
me a prefent of this fireng box, and T
may lawfully accept the gift of fiiend-
fhip. The time'is paft when I fthould
have been foolifh enough to Zeel feru-
ples on “this pomt, but I bave no
time to lofe.”’—With_ xhefe words Del-
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rive carried the ftrong box, into his own
room, which was next to M. d’Orfe-
lin’s, locked it up in his bureau, and
inftantly returning to M. d’Orfelin’s
chamber, rang the belt and <alled up
the people of the houfe. They came,

‘but® all afliftance was fruitlefs. M.

d’Crfelin was dead. It happened at

nine o'clock at night ; the proper offi-
cers went to the apartment of the de-
ceafed, and affixed feals to all the locks.
The door opening,from Delrive’s cham-
ber into M. d’'Orfelin’s, was faftened,
and Delrive, who had another door to
go-out by, fhut himfelf u» in his room.

bt mldmght when; all was quiet in
the houfe, Delwive, anxious and thought-
ful, opened the fecret box. He found
in~it five thoufand louis in gold and
four large diantonds of immenfe value.
“ How!” cried he, * did this old man
call himfclf‘Ro?}‘with all this treafure ?
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Come‘ this gift fecures me againfh all
fear of want'—-—D Orfelin tofd me that °
he had made no will, and, befides, he
. was afraid of death; he was an epicu-
rean and a very felfith philofopher ;
a kind of people whe feldom give them-
felves any trouble about what may
happen when they are gone.” Fhe °
next reﬂex1on that occurred to Del-
rive was, that it was very fingular that
M. d’Orfelin, in his laft moments, pre-
cifely at the inftant when he feemed to
be agitated with religious ideas, fhould
have been {o anxious to make fucha con3
fiderable prefent to a ftranger. He had
a nephew in diftrefs—Might not he
have been afraid that this box would
be ftolen by the woman who attended
him?—Was it nota truft he wifhed ro "
place\in.th'c hands of Delréve, to Je con-
veyed to his: legal heir ?—In vain did
Delrive endeavour to refift thele ideass
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they dwelt on his mind.—¢ And after
all, what does it ﬁomfy 2= daid Re,
“ have I not thrown eoff for ever the
abfurd yoke of a morality by which
men are abufed and vi&ims‘made >—
There is nothing beyond this exiftence.

Where is the good of facrificing one felf
for a perfon unknown? Who will re-

K

ward me for fuch an effort? the. tefti-
mony of my confcience ?-~—Confcience
is but a word without meaniag, to him
who confiders thecworld as. the work of
chance, to him who has nothing to fear
or to hope after this life. It is folly to
give up, without a hone, without an

-obJe& our own intgreft to that of an-

other, for whom we have no affe&ion!”’
Deirive, after reafoning in this manner,
put the box back intothis bureau,and went
to bed§ but he courted fleep in vain;
an invincible remorfe kept  off all re-
pole. ,It‘vg:;s:‘t‘o no purpofe that ne pro-
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mifed himfe}f not t6 leave young Orfe-

lin it diftrefs, and to fend him a part
of the five thoufand louis d’ors by an
unknown hand; this compofition wlth
his confcience only augmented his re-
morfe. To a@& thas was proving to
“himfelf, that he could not, with peace
of mind, keep the whole fum, and 5011_-

fequently that what he did keep would

not make nim happy. His agitation

continuing to increafe, he got up at
two o'clock, and lighted his candle by
his night-lamp. ¢ Curfe the education
1 have received,” faid he, T fhall —ever
be apy thing but a fool. My habits are
ftronger than my reafon.”—As be faid
this he again opened lis bureau.—

<“Gold,” cried e, « is of much lefs va-

lue than flecp, 1 will give it all up.’

Here he took out the ﬁrong vox and

put it on a fable—< As foon as it is
day,” continuedshe, Ewil carry it to
. VOL. I, *E
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_ the tnagiftrate ; 1 have yet three hours
to wait.”—As he {poke, a gratefui tear
bedewed . his eyelids, a delicious calm
{pread through bis heart. His bureau
was ftill open; Califta’s fitdle hour-glafs,
whxch he kept thete, caught his eye ;
hg lookcd at it with a foft emotion, and
_ taking it up, . faid—* I fwore that thou
~ thould’ft meafure only hours confec.ated
to virtue; come, then, and meafure
thefe.”—At thele words he placed the
hour-glafs on a flund, fat down in an
~ arm-chair, and his tears flowed {weetly.
Wit~ what delight did he think of the
unfortunate family of yoring d’Orfelin’
what pleafure did hecenjoy in painting
to himfelf their furprife and joy ! he did
not‘ﬂeep——ﬂeep would Lave robbed him
“of adelightful reverie. As foon as day
appearéd, Delrive drefled himfelf, fent
for a coach, and takmg the ftrong-box
with him, drove to the houle of the
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chief magiftmte of the town. Thefe he .
declafed, that the late M. d’Orfelin,
having loft his ipeech, but retaining his
fenfes, h-1 given him his keys and ’
fhown him tne box: Delrive added,
that M. d’Orfelin had a nephew in-
Spain, to whom, he thought this truft
fhould be immediately fent.

Such is the general corruption of the
world, that this condu& of Delrive’s
appeared a noble aétion. The magif-
trate, who was a worthy man, conceived
the warmeft friend(hip for him, and en-
quiring mto his fituation, advi.d nim
to go_himfelf into Spain, and there en-:
ter into commerce—“ I am clofely
conne&ed,” faid he, * with a Banker
at Cadiz, named Mellos, T will write .
bim an account of your condu, and
he will receive you v:ith open arms; he
is immenfely rich, and you may, with
induftry, make your fortune in that

E2
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_ couitry.” . Delrive accepted _the pro-
pofal, and, -in two months, fet out for
Spain ; but, to avoid a‘paffage by fea,

" he refplved upon crofling threr-gh France
with a Genevefe Merchant Who was

« going to Madrid. “He was to meet the
“merchant at Berne, and was recom-

“rended to him as an Italian artift, who
wanted a travelling companion. =~ Del-
rive {poke Italian perfeétly, and, in
talking French, imitated the Italian ac-
cent exceedingly well. Having furnithed
himfelf with paflports and neceflary pa-
pers; e fta'ned his light hair black,
painted his eye-brows, contrived o en-
large cthe fize of his® body and legs by
wadding his clothes, and under this dif-

¢ g)fi?e, which made him appear much
older than he was, and furnithed a de-
{cription for his French pafiport very
different from his own perfon, he pre-
fented hinfelfc to the Cenevefe mer
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chant, who had po fufpigion of the
truth. Our travellers left Berne in the
diligence, in which they found a very
hzmdfom} young woman, whofe impis--
city and timidity interefted her fellow
paffengers, and particularly Delrive. She
was an emigrant, who, as well as them-
 felves, were going to Bifle, by the way
of Zurich, where the merchant meant to.

ftop a couple of days. Delrive paid
- great attention to the young French
woman, whofe name was Eupbemia;
but fhe was {o bathful and referved, that
there was no entering int» con™2wuation
witl her; her-anfwers were very laconic,
accompanied with a deep bluth, however
fimple the queftion put to her. Delrive,
notwithftanding, perceived, that fhe
frequently frole a look-at him, and tkat
fhe was nqt {o thort:in her replies to him
as to the reff. He was charmed with
her, 2nd being tompletely” tired of the

) .
3

3 e
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Swif§ merchants, who were {leeping
or {moking, he determined to amufe
himfelf with tutoring the young and
fimple, Euphemia. When tLe coach
fropped fér dinner, Eupheniia, while the
«loth, was laying, Atrolled into an or-
chard, whither the was followed by Del-
rive. Euphemia feemed frightened, at
finding berfclf alone with a man in a
verdant grove; but he fpoke to her with
{6 much mildnefs, and fo difcreetly,
that The recovered a little courage. He
then ventured to put fome queftions to-
her, 1cf-e@ing her fituation and plans:
- Ewphemia only raifed her eyes to heaven,
blufhed, and fighed.® Delrive affured
her, that if fhe knew him fhe would
bave confidence. in him. Euphkemia
hiuted that fhe “thought him rather
young. Delrive fwore that he was
turned five and forty. This declara-
tion, which greatly furprifed Euphemia,

[ &
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calmed all her confufed appreherdions,
and the made no fcruple of confefling,
that fhe wass a nun and had lately ]
efcaped “om Lyons, where {he had ex<
countered unparalleled dangets. <« My
dear fifter,” cried Delrive, dropping his
Italian accent, “ I deferved this confi-
dence! you have difclofed your fecret
to me, and I will tell you mine; I am
one of the fathers of La Trappe.”—
¢ Of La Trappe! is it poffible ’—
« Don’t betray me.”—* Oh! reverends
father, I would fooner die.” One of the
paflengers now coming np inter-upted
the’r converfation, but, from that mo-
ment, Euphemi. had a confidence in
Delrive, equal to the veneration fhe felt
for bim; he appeared to her fo good,
fo refpetable, and even fo handfome '—
for Euphemia beheld in his face the
angelic countenance of a faint.

At mght the:Diligence arrived at Zu-

E4
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rich.¢ The inn where it flopped was
o full, that all the paflengers were
obliged (0 find beds elfewhere. The
;n-rchant Delrive’s travelling: compa-~
nion, went to lodge at a iriena’s, and
Delrlve, qmttmg hima for the time he
was to remain at Zurich, took charge
of the timid Euphemia, who dreaded,
above every thing, the fleeping at an
inn; but under the care of the reve-
vend father, fhe thought herleif as fafe,
as the had formerly been in the cell of
her convent. The choice of a lodging
being left to Delrive, he placed the
- credulous Euphemia in a lit*le room, ad-
joining one he had taken for himfelf,
and which had‘ no other paffage than
through his. Delrive and Euphemia
fupped together 2lone. Euphemia was
{enfibly aifected by the goodnefs of the
reverend father, and the friend(hip he
exprefled for hep.‘ As ‘he -etired fhe

<
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told him, that fhie fhoul? now go to-
fleep without any uneafinefs, which fhe.
had not done for a long time before.
Delrive ¢old bor that he fhould sife be-
fore day, as fome bufinefs called him
our very early in the morning. Euphe-
mia, unwilling to remain afleep in the
publick-houfe unprotected, begged him
to wake her, by knocking at her door
before he went, which Delrive promifed
to do. At two o’clack in the morning,
~ Delrive, intent on no good defign, foftly
entered Euphemia’s chamoer, and, with=-
out the leaft noife, appreached her bed.
A night- candle, placed on the chint-
ney, perfe&ly difcovered the fiweet, im-
prudent Euphemia. She was in a found
fleep. Delrive ftopped to contemplace
her. Her beauty was heightened by
calm repofe. and innocence. She had
kepu fome of her clothés ony a petticoat,
and a. large handkemhlef _with which
E§ >
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<her bofom “vas entitely covered. The
" decency of her attitude with the Jovely
ferenity that reigned over her features,
ftruck: Delrive, and produced in his
foul an emotion, that refembled virtue.
Her whole appearance indicated chaftity
and an affetting piety; her hands lay
crofled upon her bofom, ftill hold‘ng a
chaplet of large black beads, twifted
likea bracelet, round one of her arms.
- ¢ Tnnocent creaturs!” faid Delrive, -in
a low voice, * the only defire thou canft
raife is that of proteting thee!—Be thy
purity and credulity thy fafeguard !”—
 Saying thefe words, Delrive fighed and
haftily tithdrew. On returning to hi
own room he went to ked, and if he
dud siot fall afleep immediately, at leaft,
when hig weary eyelids clofed, he en-
Joyed, as well as Euphemis, the fweets
of a tranquil ﬂumber :
The next day, Delrive met Fuphe-
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mia with a delicious emotian and “the
moft affeCtionate intereft. « How well
I flept laft night,” faid fhe to him,
“ one fle¢ps fo quietly near yom !’—"
Delrive fmiled, and at night eontrived &
pretext for changing rooms, procnring
a bed for Euphemia in a chamber of
one of the maids. The next mom‘ing <
they fet out for Bifle, where Delrive
and Euphemia were to part.  He forced
wpon her a- purfe, containing twenty
louis d’ors, as a paternal gift, and ex~
horted her to be mote cautious, how
fhe trufted to the fathers of La crappe
in lay drefles, whom fhe might chanze
to meet in her travels. Euphemia,
whofe heart {welled with gratitugle, pro=
mifeq Delrive, that fke would pray for
. him all the days of hér life. “ I beg,
my dear fiffer,” replied he, “ that you
will, at times, on my account, tell the
lorge black beads of a “certain chaplet?
E6
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_ which you wear at night' round your
arm.”’—* How do you know that, reve-
rend father ?’—* It was revealed to me
in a very agreeable vifion,”’—Oh! holy
man !” cried the fimple Euphemla, “in
<an egctacy of admiration.”—This ¢on-
verfation was interrupted by Delrive’s
travelling companion; who, from the
farther end of the corridor,’ called him
away. ‘“Adieu, my dear Euphemia,”
faid Delrive as he left‘her, “ adieu ! Be
ever pure, and ever happy! adieu.”’—
Euphemia cculd only anfwer by her
teais, vy draving her chaplet from her

- pocket, clafping her hanas, and fading
on her knees.— Delrive agitated, looked
tenderly at her for a moment, and then
tPargng himfelf away, haﬂened to join
the other travellérs.

Delrive a.voxdmg5 Puris, pafled through
France without « meetmg with any acci-
dent :—but, actwithftanding his good
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fqrtune, ‘he was dehghtxed to find hin-.
felf in Spain. He ftopped no where;
till he came to Cadiz, where he arrived
about the end of June—he was there
- informed, that Mellos the banker was
at his ‘country houfe, at Chiclang, a
charming village, at the diftance of four
leagues from Cadiz—to this place, if is
ufual to go by water—Delrive was lefs
than two hours on his paflage.—As foon |
as he had introduped himfelf to Mellos,
he prefented his letters of recommenda-
tion to him, and met with a very cordial
reception’; for the eljef magiftrate of
Laufanne, the friend of Mellos, bad re-
lated to him all the particulars of the
reftitution of the valuable box, which
the deceafed M. D:Crfelin, had or his
death-bed : confided , to Delrive.” No# «
foonerswas the gbod and virtuous Mellos
 made acquainted with them, than ehe
admitted Delrive Into’ his confidence

3
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. cand fric;ld(hip, and from that day, gave

him handfome apartments at his own
houfe, enquired into his circum@ances,
took chatge of the remairder “of his
money, in order to employ it to advan-
tagk in his own bufinefs, and made him
a promife to give him a fituation in it,
with“a falary much more confiderable
than « Delrive would have prefumed to
afk—~* As to young D’Orfelin,” faid
Mellos to him, “ no one fo well as myfelf
can furnifh you with intelligence refpeét-
ing that unfortunate youth—It is about
two years ago fiice he camé hither :
Jt gave me pleafure to be of fome fer=
vice to him; he is now eftablithed at
Algeziras, about fourteen leagues from
hente, <and. I would advife you to be
yourfelf the bearer of the géod news
which alters his fituation fo much for
the better.—I¢ 1s r?‘crht that you fhould
have the pleafure of being the firft to

i
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impart it. In the meas while, I will -
make a fpeedy journey to Madrid, whi--
ther I am called by family bufinefs ; fo-
that you wi'l have it in your powe; tos
ftay three weeks at Algeziras.” Delrive
gladly confented to undertake tkis thort
journey, and it was agreed that he Should
fet out within three days. 1
Mellos, was one of the richeft mer-
chants in Cadiz, a widower, baving caly
one daughter, feventeen years of age,
named Zeima, who was fole heire(s to
all his fortune. Zeima was lively, giddy,
and had even fomething) of the coquette
in her compofition : her face was very
‘handfome, her fhape elegant, ner whole
perfon exceedingly pleafing, and her
manners gracefal. She was under the
care of an '1ged duenns, who being tnore
taken upswith plans to pleafe her, than
to keep her under eftraint, was ot
over and above watchful of her charge.



4 ¢ <

38 APOSTACY ; OR,.

L&

Zeima was deeply {micten with the ac--
¢ complithed Delrive, and if not prudent-
<ly, at leaft frankly enough gave him an
o opportumt)l to difcover the impreflion

- he had made on her heart. Delrive,

who new thought but feldom of Califta,

was not infenfible to the marked atten-
tions which Zeima paid him. Hnw-
ever, he departed for Algeziras before
he had time to refle& on the nature of
the tentiments he had infpired, or in
what manner he could meet them.
Algeziras is @ pleafant town fituated
on the margin o the {ea, which {eparates
it from Africa, by a firait five leagues
over. It was in this retirement that

Delrive found young D’Orfelin, with a

wifz, deautiful ascan angel, and four
* charining ghildree,Lin a thatched cot-

tage.— Heavens |’ exclaimed- he, at
the appeararrce of this lovely family,
< "o s - C
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* what could induce the late M. IVOr-
felin voluntarily to deprive himfelf of”
_enjoyment fo pure as this, which nature -
offered him.—What -has he gained by -
his felfish prirciples? he has never en-
joyed his wealth, but has lived an ifo-
lated bemg from all his connections, and
has died in the bittereft pangs of re-

penunce

With Leartfelt gratlﬁcatlon did Del-

rive acquit him{lf of his commiffio.r;

he fhared in the Lappinefs he had bef-

towed, and enjoyed the lively gratitude

exprefled towards him by the charming

group. .
D'Orfelin and his famxly fet off for
Cadiz, two days after the arrival of Del~
rive, who hinfelf took a circuit of the
interefting. neigh‘bourﬁood of Algeziras :
he vxﬁted the little pi@urefqre ifland of -
Palamos, the town of St. Roch, and
the Rock of, Glbra]far, then croffillg
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the fta, found himfelf in the courfe of
five or fix hours, in another quarter of
the world ; he failed along the coaft of
(Africa, touched at Ceuta, and at the
end of three weeks got Batk té Cadiz,
where he found Mellos returned but
two ddys before him from Madrid.
Zvima feemed overjoyed to fee Del-
rive once riore, who on his part dia not
receive fo flattering a reception, with-
out feeling Yome emotion. There was
fomething fo alluribg in Zeima, that
Delrive forefaw he might eafily take ad-
vantage of the paffion fhe betrayed for
him—<“ I had once fome pity on the
innocence and fimplicity of a poor nun,”
faig_i he to him{elf, “but the lively, the
captiva;*ing Zeima, is not an Agnes ;.fhe
is ‘not ignorant of the natvre of her
7 feehngs fte is neither credulous nor
bigoted; to trxumpb over ‘her, there-
fore, there is no neceffity for me to de-
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ceive her.—But, iheis the daughter of
my benefator—What of that ? I muft’
only therefore; take care to -conduct
myfelf with more prudence and caution;
end if 1 can put manage to keep the
world and Mellos ignorant of this in-
trigue, I thall have nothing to rep-oach
myfelf with? What remorfe can I pot-
fibly experience hereafter, in yielding to
fo fweet, fo natural an a‘tachment
which can produce no confufion, nd
- {candal in fociety, nor give pain to any '
body in the world.—This time, at
leat, T am refolved not to be fo great
a £ol as to. facrifice my happinefs to
troublefome reco'le@ions of former pre-
judices, which I now no longer own,
“and which, in this inftance efpeially,
are perfe@ly ridiculons. It would be
too great a piece of deceptin, to be
conftantly a‘\é’ting what the world calls
virtunufly,-where no virtve exifts, or to
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fuffec habit to gaii: 1o abfolute an aiccn«
“dency over my inclination. Till now,
T have ncver been a free-thinker, but in
- defign; for, by fome fatality, which T
can not comprehend, -né Toonér have ¥
determined upon overcoming prejudices
that & defpife, than they all come frefh
to my recollection ; a croud of ideas,
_ which were impreffed on my mind, in
my infancv, difquiet me, and conftrain
n.e to change my intentions.—~But all
- *his 15 a weaknefs ‘chat the charms of -
Zeima will fubdue, and having fucceed-
ed in this fieft attempt, T truft T fhall
. be more confiutent for the future.” ~In
confequence of this uefolve, Delrive
‘made a very warm declaration of love
to Ze‘ma, and obtained ‘from her the
~wifhed-for avowal. And now the only
quc&xon ‘was, how to contrive to fee
each other, without reftraint or appre-
henfion ; and Lgfgé_r\-ha;ving meturely con-
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fidered this point, .rive could fuggeft
no other plan, than to meet by night
in 2 {mall private garden belonging to
Zeima’s spartment, and of which fhe
alone had the key. Zeima ot firft felt
alarmed at this fuggeftion; fhe had no
objefion to appointing a rendezvous,
but then it muft be by day, and in the
pretence of her duenna, whor fhe flat-
tered herfeif, the could gain ever.—Del-
rive however poitively infitted that 7o
- one thould be fo far admitted into their
fecret ; and prefled his' propofal of the
affignation by night, protefting, as js al-
wavs done upon {uch occafions, that his
defigns were as pure as his paﬂion——
weima at length yielded, and one mora-
ng, gaVe Dilrive ihe fatal key; but
on that very day, Mellos rifing from
table, téok his daughtér with him into
his clofet,” and detamcd her there for
two houre; Zeima chme from it, difs

®
3
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folyed in tears, 2nd immediately fhat
“herfelf up in her apartment. Mellos
mounted his horfe to take a ride in the
environs of the town—Zeima {eized this
opportunity, to fend a requefl to Del-
rive, that he would immediately repair
toa grove hard by; he haftened thither,
Zeiwna met him, unaccompanied by her
duenna: <he then informed him, that
her father had juft told her of his having
d:fpofed of* her handdn marriage, that
“e had pafled his-word, and that fhe
muft be married within a week. She
confefled to Delrive, that fhe had not
_ fortitude enovgh to refift her father’s
will; and in the extregpity‘of her grief,
having ‘given her lover many proofs ..
her attachment, begged h’m to give her
back the key of her garden, Delrive
felt not the fligh teft paffion for Zeima;
but he found her fo charmiag an ovje&,

that fo far from giving vp the promifed
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meeting, he, in order to fecure its -ak-
ing place, employed all his addrefs, and
made ufe of every artifice that could
win over to his wifh, a volatile and in»
experienced rcung female. He pro-
miled never to breck through that 7=
viotable refpect with which he regzrded
her, threw himfelf into defpair, and de-
mand.d this favour as a procf of her
confidence *n him, and as a cnnfolatory
fupport tnder the thought of lofing her:
He called to his aid tears, prayers, and -
menaces, and at laft the weak and im-
prudent Zeima, to avoid thofe diftref-
fing {cenes, which he had »o inclination
to realize, and even to fave his life,
Z2nfented to leave the key in his poffef-
fion, and to rcceive -‘aim at one o’~lock
in the morning. = = =

The reft of the da s Zex na fad,
thoughitful, ‘and agitated, appeared, in
the eyes ‘of Delrive, more lovely than i

3
x
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ever. He even p~vfuaded himfelt, that
fhe was deeply enamoured with him,
and he repeated to himfelf, love is an
- cxeufe for all; for in fpite of his philo-
fophy, ke fill laboured (> find-fome ex-
~cufe for what he swas about, and efpe-
cially when Mellos entered his thoughts.
The latter did not return till very late,
and the {ight of him gave Delrive confi-
derable pain; but a kind: look from,
Zeima, ditfipated atﬂnce all crifing’ re-
morfe. 4
It was the cuftom of the family, for -
every one to retire at ecleven o’clock for
“the night. Deltive, when fhut uo in
his chamber by himfelf; felt a kind of
terror at* beinz alone; he dreaded .o
own¢ refleGtions; m vam;dld he feek to
paint to himfelf the lovely Zeima, in
all her; charmi; his imacrina{iOn was
 filled with the venerable figure of Mel-
~los.—He endeavou red tofix his thoughts
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ftaggered ; Sérilly rofe with, open arms,
approaching Delrive, who retreated from
his zdvance, cafting =t him a fook full

of indignation.— Sérilly,” cried Lu* -
ce:la, “ return to your feat, ‘you pro-
mifed me not to move from it ; and you
Delrive,” continued fhe, * draw near
and liften to the juftification of Califta »
—= Notning can juftify her,” inter-
rupted Delrive. —* Sit dowu there,”
replied Lucclla, placing him befide her,
before a table dire@ly in front of the
conch. A moment’s filence intervened,
dusing which the trembling Delrive,
turping his eyes upon madame de Sérilly,
was no lefs furprifed than enraged at the
compofure of her counterance, and the
{mile which hut.g vpon her lips. Lu-
cella refumed her {peech; * Delrive,”

faid the, I with to joftify Ca'ifta in

writing, that you may always_ preferve"

the teftimony of ker inngeence,” Thus

YOL, 4. *6 -
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faying, fhe placed or the table a writing-
“defk and a fheet of paper; and after-
writing, gave the paper to Mellos, who
- s¢ad 2loud what follows:

% Oh¥ Delrive! I have never lov=d
% any one but you. Never have I
¢« bioken the vow fo dear to my heart;

“ ceafe then to judge fo wrongly of

“Carista LucerLual

¢ Heavens!” exclaimed Delrive, in
extafy, < Califa Lucella !~ Here,”
- replied Mellos, putrting the paper into.
his hand, ¢ convince yourfelf.” Del-
rivz, loft in amazemem took the note,
and inftantly recognized Califta’s band-
. writing.—* Yes, my fijend,” Jaid 8é-
illy, “ Califta is Luella; the-poctrait
_which was the caufe ot your miftake at
the houfe of malame d’Armalos, is that
of my wife, Celifta’s younger fifter.”—
. % Almighty qudnefs 1”” exclaimed Del-
rive, falling. ox his knze, zad raifing his
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eyes and hands to Heaven: C thou’
Supreme Arbiter of our de{’tmy, bear °
witnefs to my gratitude, and grant thy*
pardon to my pemteuce"’—-—At thefs -
‘words Delr've, unable to bear the ex-
cefs of fuch fudcen felicity, and the
violent concourfe of the various ‘eelings
which rufhed all at once upon his foul,
tarned towards Califta, and fell breath-
lefs at kcr feet.  When he came to him-
{elf, he found al his happiuefs reftor.c :
Califta, weeping, Jupportea him in ner
arms, and Sérilly embraced him.—

« How ! cried he, * is it then Califla
‘whom I adore, under the name of Lu-
cella! By a- wonderfur concurrence of
events, Heave'! has deigned to reftore
to me, at *le fame inftant, my wife |
and my friend. Califta is faithful, and
Sérilly is now my brother.”—Saying this. *
he wxped away the tears that t dimmed h;s-
fight, in order to co..tegnplate the fea-

5 .
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turesxof Califta.— Ah!” faid he, gaz-
ing on her, ¢ how couid I for a moment
* miftake he.; none but Califta could pof-
S ¥efr that angelic face, that celeﬁia], ‘that
: mtereﬁihg \countenance.”, «— Delrive,
Wl‘dpped in the boform of joy, was inno
hurry ‘to hear the explanation of this
firange adventure ; aflured that Lucella
“was his Califta, what was all theceft to
him! ¢
Mellos, however, begged of Cahﬁa
to relate her hiftory ;. on -which, -addref-
fing herfelf to Delrive, fhe thus began:
« Having never interchanged but a few. -
words ‘with you. through a partition, I
 had no opportuity of telling you that ol
~ had a fifter,: entrufted b my mother ‘o
the cars of madame de C*** at the pe-
riod of our misfortunes. = This lady car-
L rxed her into the country, but defired
‘that no one fhould be informed of her
having taken 1x3t9fher care the daughter
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of an unfertunate perfon under preferips
tion. My fifter was not brought up with. *
m=; fhe was placed in a prc;vincial con-"

vent in the nelghbourhood of madams °
de C*#*# yho was the friend of my °
mother, and who {uw her often,. and had
a moft tender regard for her. A fhort
time after the revolution, madanse de
C*** {old her eftate and bought another
near CLélons, to which the brought my
fifter, -who being a perfecc ftranger ‘n
that part of the country, pafied tor a lung
time as an orphan, and related to ma-
dame de C***, i :

. .*“ Before we were {ettled at the houf=,
of madame Martin, madame de C***
{cnt my mother my fifter’s portrait done
in crayons: and 1y mother, that fhe _
might {’tné‘tly comply with madame de
C.’s wilh, to avoid  fpeaking of my 6" o
ter, and t0r obv1atc all queﬁlons’ re{pects
ing"the picture, ke‘pt;alcurtam over it.

G 3 .
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‘ Madume Martin felarm came into our
ipqrtmenti fhe was of an abfent turn
of mind, aad little curiofity, and never
ncticed the picture thus covered with a
piece of taffety. But I remember, that
oﬁen, ‘when my motaer defired the maid
to take care not to break the glafs,

- fhe ufed this expreffion to fignify the
portrait, my daughter’s pictures
whence the fervant naturally concluded
that it was my picture, and thus were
you led 1nto the fame error.

“ You well know to what a pitch of in-
folence not only the tyrants in power, but
*heir (ubordmate agents had arrived at
that time in france.  Ifa young female
happened to have a tolerably good per-
fon, fhs had to fear cither “he infults of
an unbridled licentioufnefs, or the difs
arace of heing fele@ted to bear fome
cprincipal charaer in their public feafts
that were as abfird as they were im-
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pious.- This it was which induced my. -
wnother to caution me naver to go ont
of my chamber without threwing a thick
veil over my face. 1 was only once in -
the fatae room with you whil at tha*
“dame Martin’s houfe, and that was on
the night in which we went tog-ther to
mafs that was celebrated in a cellar. 1
acknowledge frankly I felt an inclind-
tion to fhew myfelf to you Tunveiled,
not however wirh the hope of interefting-
you more, but that I mipht enjoy toe
pleafure of thewing you fome mark of
-confidence. 1was notwithftanding with-
held from doing it, as well by the-appre-
nenfion of difpleafing my mother, as in

a great degree by a rehglouc reftraint.

" Thac night was devoted to piety. My °
mother was dying, [ was engaged in nut-
tiLg up mvy prayers to Heaven fcr her, *
and in’ filfilling’ thé,moft fc.emn dum:s -
of religion; thus fituated -1 repulfed 4s

€41
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vriminal all thoughts of gammo thf* af-
fe&ions of a young man. :
<« Iwill not attempt to deferibe to you
what 1 felt in one or the moft wretched
situatiors of my life.  We were by this
tlme {o well known to each “other, tha*
your heart muft readily have informe1l
you of all that paffed in mine. The
~ g>nevous compaﬂion which you difplay-
ed in fo many affeting proofs, became
not only ohe of my fweeteft confola-
tions, but the mof’c powerful tie that
could bind me to exiftence. The con-
ftant thought of you, which every thing -
in the chamber you had given up to
nie contributed to preferve i my mind,
difpelled all the horror of my profound
and melancholy ﬁ)lltude—-although 1
‘was inviible to your eyes, and feparated
* from. you, Ilived but in you znd %
you.  Hov happy did I fed. meelf
whenever bykchance«l caught afleeting

8 \.(
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found of your voisé! It gave me plea-
fure if I could only hear your ﬁep——
but how fhall I expzefs the &rief I felt ~
when the news of Sérilly’s dangey forced® |
vou from me! You went away in the
middle of the night; I was, alas! afleep,
What terrors did the morning bring with

it! I vfually rofe as {oon as it was c{éy 3
tho firfe thing I did was to kneel down
by the partition to pray—ywu were al-
ways ready at the cuftomary fignal. I -
could diftinély hear-you, as you haftened
towards me, as you rofe, as you fell on
your knees; in thofe moments we ufed
toother to call on the Supreme Beirg, -
united as we were in the fame vows, the -
fame fentiments, the {ime hopes! O
with what delight did that ardcur of -
prayer thrill througl‘ our fouls thus
raifed abovc every earthly thought, thus 3
mingled in the mvtua,l offering to thes*
Deity, of a love sternal aihunfelf ! But

v e .
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ah! ‘that fatal morning! the deep filence
_ that reigned within your chamber, told
me too truly that you were no louger
there.—= O, my God?P cried I, “heis
gone!” and a torrent of tears burft frotn
my eycs. Madame Martin came up to
my apartment, and from her I learnt
thzt you had waked her, for the purpofe
of entreating her to vifit me frequently,
to fend you word conftantly how I went
on, and not to fuffer your clock to go
down—"* And,” added madame Martin,
fmiling, ¢ there is another commifficn
with whicn he has charged me, but that
~ is4 fecret.’—It was to no_purpofe hat
I afked. her repeated queftions about it;
fne perfifted int concealing it. O now
Jeng and tedious Aid the 1eft of the day
appear! all was fad around me! 1 la-
- mentedhe lofs of m; mothcr *vith mrre
" “bitternefs. than sver, and for the firft
time I felt asif-ihe had left me alone in
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3 a

the world,» Night 3dded to my fc.rows ;

a fénfation of terrbr, fuch as I had nqver
before experienced, =nd wluch I in vain’

4

ftrove to avercome. I went to bed with, ’_

.y heart fuil of dread, conviaced that
thould neither fleep nor reft. I had
lain about half an hour, when all at
once 1 heard in your chamber the nea-
venly sotes of an harmonica! It amazed
and foo:lied me at once. It was easy for
me to guefs that this fweet furprize w/ics
the fecrét commifion which you Lad
given to madame Martin, and of which

fhe had made {o great a myftery. ¢ Ah!”

] axclaimed, ‘itis {till Delrive, his fou!

is ftill there, and thus fpeaks to mine.’—

This enchanting harmony calmed all my

griefs. It was yoa that confoled me,

every note funk deep into my heart;

and in thefe delicate attentlons, thefg

tender cares that fof;ened the pain yoys

abfence accafioned ~mg, I feemed to
G0
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-havc‘ you ftill near me, I fancied 1
" heard you in reality, and in a sigh I
; blefled you and f&! afleep. The next
; murmnv ag the accuftomed hovr, I ad-

drefled my God in prayers  The hars

monicg founded agdin, playing only the
chaunt of the hymns and pfalms of the
church; I thought I heard the whole
celeftial choir of angels. Then; wicth
what ardou. did I pray for you,for your
fiiend, and for your return.  Every day,
at night, and in the morning 1" was lul-
led to fleepand awakened by this hea-
venly inftrument, which I fhall never

Sear without feelmg the moft tranfpe.t-
ing emotions produced bx{ the pureft

fentlments of pilety, of gratitude, “of
: falthfu and -facred fricndthip. . In

the mean time, madame Martin com-
“Cng very pften to wifit me, foon obtain-
<ed my confidence, So unconquerable

i deﬁre did I con{‘antly fzel <o talk of
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rryo'u She knosing my, {entiments, at
laft imparted fo me all ghat yow had

Cone for my mother and myfelf, W ith -

what fweet delight did I blend the re- -
- membrance 'of you with theé memory of -

my revered mother. How did T re-
joice in being able to repeat conrinually,
He was the benefactor of my mother. —
Thus finding in filial regard, and in the
fané&ion of religion, a ftili more power-
ful caafe to love you. You have learn:
ed how I was carried toprifon. In times
like thofe when every principle of
- humanity, efpecially compaffion for the
hildren of misfortune, was confrued
into a Cl'llI\C, madanre Martin, for fear

of involving herfelf, dared not let you -

know of tkis gveht, and even: left of’
writing fo you altcgether As for me
fhut up in my cgll, qubmltted patient
to my_f@te The thought. of dyingeit
the blocin of youth affficted me_not for
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rehgloh had taught mc that- death is
never grievous or premature when inno-
cence accompanies —us to the grave.
“But .y courage failed me when I figured
to myfelf what would be ycur feehngs,
I felt my own ftrengt, but I knew not
yours. I wifhed at leaft to fee and
{prak to you before I died. I thought
that none But myfelf could fortify and
confole your <nind, for you had -accuf-
touted me to ‘think that' I could readily
communicate to youréthe impreifions of
my own, and with eafe transfer to you .
the fertiments of mvy foul.
C¢ But what tongue can cxpreﬁs tl:.»
Ceelings that rufhetl upon meall at once,
- when, through the walls of my prifos,
T heard you fpeak ! - The vecy found. of
b your voice reftored ane hope and pro-
trifed me ljperty. I found myfelf again
urder your protectian, 2nd knew no fur-
ther fear Yom‘* {ecornd c.eparture
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plunged me nnce more- '1to miferys
which was increafed by krowing wha -
~ vou would fuffer f-om the fate in which
your father was. But Sérilly foon ob-
tained for me a lefs difma' apartment—
he came to fee rie, and at length ac-
complifthed my releafe from prifon. [he
fame day madame Martin fent mae let-
ters from Chélons, which brought me
the moft diftrefling intelliger.ce. The
tyrants had thrown, into {olitary con-
finement, my fifter a~a ner benefaCrefss
the latter had juft perithed on the fcaf-
fold, and it was dreaded, that the fame
fate awaited my fifter. I communicated
all thefe particular. to Sérilly, who,
pofleffing an eftate and having many
friends in that part of the country, of=
fered to fct off immediately wit. me,,
and fly to the fuccour of my unhaopy |
fifter. We wrote to you, at our de-
parture, by a ccaveyance, which we
5 _
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confidared 6o perfectly fafe.  When we

‘arrived at Chﬁﬂons, we-had the good"
foxtune to futch my Sfter from the fright -
ful fate that hung over her. Sérﬂly con-
ceived an afettion for her which fhe
retuined, and to be wnited to the fifter
of younwxfe, was, to him, an additional
happiuefs.

¢ Meanwhile we learned by the pub-
lic papersy that the’ man, to whkem we
had_sntrufted our letters for you, had
been arrefted Twety Ldoues from Pa-
ris. We therefore fent an exprefs to
you, with the account of Sérilly’s mar-
riage with my fifter, and a fewi‘day{
aftcr, Senlly received an ordér to join
_the* army Without Jelay. Cur expreft
not returmno and net reZ eiving any
lntefnoehce from yoy, 1 determmed to
ftnd another, but thls ‘was too late, you
ng;e already at Par1§ and thlstlaf’c mef-
fenger miffed you. «thn you came to
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my ;‘iﬁer"s houfe I was at C-Alons, .and
knew nothing of the ftrange feene thit -
pafled there till the next day. Your
appearing before her, as you did, and -
which irigbtened her fo musa, feemed, :
at firft, to both of us,“only an aét of
iufanity of fome wretched being, whom
the horrours ‘of the times had depiived -
_of his reafon; but I was foor made ac-
quainted with the whole truth by the
report of the innkeeper, W.o0 {poke to
you at the poft where J.u ftopped. T
was convinced, that you had received
- none of our letters, and I wis fenfible
that, as you did not know I had a.
_fitter, the name of d’’amalos and the
refemblance Jf my fifter’s voice to mines
muft have - deceived you; however, I
confels, that, at the bottom of way
heary, I gid iot think, that thefe appear- -
ances were fufficiently -decifive to leave -
no .doubt: on your mind, when the
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que“oon - whether Califta and S¢-
rhily were not the vileft and moft guilty
.of human beings. I knew nothing of
the circumftance relative to my fifter’s
- pi@ure, waich, feeing in Lmyﬁiother’s
rocm, you believed tobe my mine. It
gave me confiderable fatisfaction, when,
in your relation to day, you mentioned
this circumftance, for it certainly jufti-
fied your error. I wrote a letter to you,
_which T feut to Pari¢, but it arrived
‘tou late—you . sre cone. Ju® dt this
time our firft meflenger came back with
our letters; a fall from his horfe, and.
cvanous other accidents, fo impeded his
. _yourney, that L. had not “veen able foo
fneet you. Qverwhelmed With grxef and
difappointment, 1 made feveral anxious
enquirics, all equally fruitlefs, to learn
¢ ~shere you were, and it was not till after
the expu’atxon of three menths, hat I
dxfcovered ybu ‘1ad emlgrated, but I
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Aill was at a IS as to wwe coaatry
you had chofen for yoﬁr‘ afylum. | In, °
th. mean time 1 gw..hered, from fome-
vague reports, that you were gonetc -
Opain, and’ ‘his greatly inzreafed the
carneft defire I felt o go thither. but
unproteéted, without money, ard en-
tirely dependent upon the kindnefs of
mwy fifter, it was impoffible for me to

~ undertakc {o long a journey. In confe-
‘quence of the firatagem by which 304
had faved my life, I peued at Paris sor
vour wife, and Sérilly had told the fame
ftory to the municipality of Chélons,
adding, that the reafon for my not

- taking your name was, oecaufe I waited
thc confent of your father; which you
had afked. Thic wretch who denounced
me at Paris, perfecufed me at Chdlons, 5
believing me to be your wife, he ac- *
cufed me of tarrymg ona correfpondencq,
with you. T was fec:etl\ affured, that

l A
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‘tha*ck.herc were no me.ns lefc by which
1 could avoid umprifonment, and per-
- haps, deatn, than by demanding a Ji-
vcoee.  Although I could nof have any
ferious fcfﬁple on this hecd, not being
married in fa&, fill to renounce you
thus publicly, feemed tr me an ack
toth of perjury and bafenefs. I had
betrothed*myfelf to you, and was, alor.e,
the caufe of your, flying the" bountry,
I cherefore ‘refolved td brave, for your
faxe, thofe Very dangels, from which
your tendernefs had found means to ex-
tricate me, I 'was obliged to appear be-
fore one of thofe 1mqu1tous tnbuna-s, 7
from which fcartely any perfon ever re-- %
turned, butto go to prifon or. to<he
fcaffold.  As my <mari’zge was, not
doubted;, I was net queftioned upon it,

> ot the monflers had fo little féeling

«as to atk me, why T did* not divorce
myfelf from youi'I anfwered, ¢ that no-
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thing: b'utj;dehth _cbuld brean- the, ties

Do

that united us.’~~This rei)?y‘excited ge-,*

neral murmur among them$ and thew/

would certainly have decided very na-. -

fivouraply againft me, had nor a perfon,
who was wholly unknown to me, coine
forward in my defence, and {poke in my
behalf with -{fo much earneftnes == .

fuccels, that when he had finifhed, the
‘whole tribunal was in my favour. When

Ileft it I undeiftocd that my defea-
ders name was D wan’, we vety pui-
foner who aflifted wus 1n our intercourfe
through the wall that parted his cell
fram mine, and who, becoming our con-

“fidant, much againft ur wills, forced

yor to employ all your intereft to ac-
complifh bis r-leafe; before you ftirred a
ftep for me. - This man, a little whae

before I departed, came and brougk+ -

me twelve thoufand livres, the {um you,,
haa expended in expediting his deli-

o M \2
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‘veruice. Cete found ‘his part. .of thc
 bufinefs out, and charged me to caufe
* this money to be .>mitted to you; and,
befides this, Darand was of very im- -
portant {fecvice, both to my{elf anc
fifter, pn many occefions, and he more
than eonce ran confiderabl= rifk to ferve
- This proves, that it is not right to
Jjudge of the character of a mau by a
fingle altion; for this Durand,“ho took
{5 cruel an advantage: of our fituation,
is, by nature, s0dcand genervus.
“ At length, after a year’s abfence,
- Sérilly returned; he made intereft and
\fucceeded in his folicitation, to be feat
into Spain upéi. a fecret comrnu'ﬁoné
We fet out, “firmly refolvea‘ never, tocre-
turn to France, till¢he power of its ty-
rauts fbould be ne more; their crimes
ﬁuﬁ haften their fall'; to reft affured of
. \thexr pumih ment, andof the*reﬁoratxonof

o C

K
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religion an.d peacel is tQ velieve - m
Prowdence s ;

¥ D
0 My firft concerny’ as foo‘h as I ar-:-
rived in Spain, was to’call on the go- . -

norous Melles; he was only adiftant re-
lation of my father, but our misfor-
tunes gave us » claim in his heart, more
powerful than that of blood. It s
{fequence of his exertions, we faved a
confiderzble fum from the rains of my
father’s fortune, But thefe happy evencs
gave me ro.pleafure, yo. were no where
to be found, and my fituation feemed
Hopelefs ftill ; but ah! what was my
jor, when Mellos, coming to Madrid,
" “related to me the hiftc.y of a virtuous
young Frenc iman, who hadjuft reftored

to an unfortu-ate fimily the lesacy of

an old deceafed relation. - My foul hung
on his words, and when your name wa. _
pronounced, I bleffed my God and-..

cried—< I gueffed ’tzvas he '—I then
: i Sa b
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‘What pen can déicribe the feelings’
of the happy and repentant Delave
auring this recital ! As to himfelf, he
was altogether incapable of uttsring a
fyllable ; amr _ed, and trembling all the
while, he could only figh and r a3
eyes to Heaven, or, grafping the hands
of Melios and Sér’lly by turns, fit
gazing at Califta. Mellos mformed the -
lovers, that he would make the necef-
farv preparations for the celebration of -
their marriage, which would take place
_t%5e next morning in the chapel belcng-
““ing tc the caftle, addiny, that he charged
himfels wit/; all the sxpences. When
the party fep atzd ror the eveniig, Del-
rive implosed Sérilly to fet up with him -
in his ckamber tkrough the night, forhe
longed to. talk wth l}nn, to-afk lum 3

VOoL. 1, ¢ )y gl
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