









































LOCAL AUTONOMY

Of the above, Food and Fodder crops are of
the first necessity to the farmer, in order to keep
himself and his family alive and his working
animals in good condition.

On the lowest and laziest scale a farmer can
grow just sufficient for subsistence, or, with hard
work, knowledge, and intelligence he can, on the
same land, improve his methods and raise
a surplus beyond his own immediate domestic
requirements. He can then sell this surplus and
obtain an income in cash.

Commercial (money) crops are grown and
produced for sale. A farmer can produce enough
of this kind of crop to obtain the cash to meet
his lowest needs, such as money to pay his land
tax if a pattadar, or his land rent if a tenant,
and other primary necessities such as the
minimum amount of clothing required for his
family. Or, intermediately, he may raise enough
of commercial crops to pay for marriage and
burial expenses, and for the celebration of festivals
in order to avoid the necessity of going into debt
to meet these expenses. Or, best of all, a
farmer, by hard work and improved methods, can,
on the same land, raise much larger crops. By
this means he can raise his standard of living
and can procure the money for the better
education of his children. He can improve his
land and keep himself clear of debt.
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"THE RURAL PROBLEM ] [ CHAPTER I

One of the chief puzzles of the rural
problem is to devise encouragements and means
by which a man can raise himself and his son
after him from a subsistence level of farming to
the economic level of a high standard of living.
One very simple and inexpensive form of
.enconragement has been adopted on the continent
.of Earope. Diplomas and Parchment certificates
are granted to the best farmers of a locality.
‘On each is recorded the name of the recipient
and the reason, i.e., that branch of agriculture
in which the recipient excels, why the certificate
has been issued. These marks of appreciation
are very highly valued by the recipient. They
are framed and hung on the wall of the best
room of the house. The children see and admire
them, and they serve as a continual reminder and
ambition to the children to follow the example
of their father. If these Certificates and marks
.of appreciation and esteem are signed by His
Excellency the Governor of Fort George, they
.can be issued by the Collector of the Distriet to
the recipients in local Durbar. The recipients of
these certificates should include that type of
farmer who displays public spirit and does his
best to advance the interests of his country by
voluntarily adopting improved methods in the
cultivation of his land and thereby sets an
.example to his neighbours.
























































































































AGRICULTURAL POLICY ] [ CHAPTER 11T

It is difficult to understand how sub-tenancies
can stimulate any one of these expectations.
Sub-letting has not even yet given stability to
the land revenue which is now in the melting
pot, ‘ranging from the report of the Marjoeribanks
Committee to the demand for a general omnibus:
reduction of the whole of the
by 83% per cent. !

In 1874, Dharmapuri Taluk of Salem District
is quoted as being remarkable for the large:
proportion of melvaram tenure as compared with
other parts of the district. “ This tenure which
is that of a sub-tenant holding under a pattadar
and paying him more than he pays to Govern-
ment as tax.” .. .... “The existence of such a
fonurels i 6. ik establishes unanswerably that the
Government demand leaves more margin to the
cultivator.” *

In Boards Standing Orders, Part III, Title to
Land 28 (2) rights and obligations under a patta,
Government expressly contemplate the condition
that the pattadar may sublet the land granted
to him. Government, therefore, recognises and
approves the possibility of there being a middle-
man (the original ryot) between Covernment and
the actual cultivator of the land. Further, if
there is one middle-man, there is no logical nor
legal reason why there should not be 2 or even 8
middle-men if the financial situation of the land
admits of them.

land revenue

* Salem District Manual, Volume 1, page 470 foot-note.
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