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. The want of an ethical wo="_4i Tamil, on the principle of the moral

lwritings of English authors, is felt by all those who are interested in the

moral fmprovement of the natives of India. With a view to supply this
desidfatum the author has undertaken to compose the fdllowing Poem
cbnslahﬁv of 45 chapters, wherein he has endeavoured to convey accu-
rate ideas of God; as well as of moral good and evil—to point out the
wide range of social and moral duties incumbent on mankind, together

- with the grounds on which they are founded—and to exhibit the ami-

ableness of vigtue, and the Zideousness of vice. The Table of Contents#
will show thé number of Stanzas contained in each Chapter; and the

_ sdveral topics dfscussed therein. How far the Writer may have succeed-

ed in Iie—<w7€et, he leaves it to the Public to determine. o He has chosen
Poetry as the medium of communicating his ideas, as a large majo}ity of
Hindoos lave a stronger relish for Poefical than prosaic works. Tle
has however faken care to compose the verses in a style so simple as to
adapt them to the capacity of those whose knowledge of Tamil is only
superficial. He has proceeded on the principle that virtue and vice are
common to all ; and he has studiously avoided the insertion of any
thing likely to wound the prejudices of any class of men. Tn illustra-
tion of this remark, he would refer his readers to the favorable criticism§
by Hindoo Poets of various sects, which are annexed to this work at
their earnest request, and in which they express their appreciation of its

'utﬂiiy. He deems it unnecessary to apologize for any peculiar expres-

sions therein, which may appear strange to foreigners, as they have not
bien used with any other view, but those of meeting the requirements sf
Tamil Poetry, and the taste of Hindoo readers. The Writey is conscions
that’a variety of public duties has prevented his executing the work he

- kas undertaken in a manner, alfogether faullless, yet hg would fain hope

. that he has spared no awuments (for many of which he is indebtdd to

_;the best English moralists) to exhibit the excellence of virtue,”and the
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