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‘PREFACE

1

THE following pafl"age from a

= s ———

work, faid to ve written by the late
Dr. John Campbel, and entitled
Hepmippus Rediwitus, {fuggeftec the
firft hint of the prefent perfurm-
ance. ;

* There happened in the year
1687, an odd accident at Venice,
that madea very great ftir then,
and which I think deferves to be
refcued from oblivion. The great
freedom and eafewith which all per-
fons, who make 1 good appearance,
live in that city, is known fuffici-

. ently to all who are acquainted with

it; ﬁ;ch will not therefore be fur--
Vor. I 2 prifed,



e o PREFACE.

prifed, that a ftranger, who went
by the name of fignor Gualdi, and
who made a conﬁderable figure:
there, was admitted, inte the beft
company, though no body knew
who or what he was. He remain- *
ed at Venice fome months and
three things were remarked in his
conduét. The firft was, that he
had a fmall colleGion of fine pic-
tures, which he readily fhewed to
any body that deﬁred it; the next,

that he was prrfeétly verfed in all
arts and {ciences, and {poke on
every fubject with fuch readinefs
and fagacity, as af‘tomfhed all who

heard himr; and it was in the third

place obferved, that He never wrote -
or received amyclétter ; never de-
fired any credit; or made ufe of
bills of exchange, but paid for *

Hic ‘ - every
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cvery thing* in readv money, and
Jived decently, th,outrh not,n {plen-
dours. i
“ Thig geptlemans‘met one day
at the coffee-houfe with a Venetian
noblgman, who was an extraordi-
nary good judge of pictures: he had
hard of fignor Gualdi’s cotlcétion,
andin a very pohte manner defired
toc fee them, to which the,bther
very readlly _confented., ‘Afrer
the Venetian “had viewed fignor
Gualdi’s collettion, and expreffed
his fatxsfaéhon by telling him, that -
he had never feena finer, confider-
*ing the number of pieces of which it
conﬁﬁed he caft his eyc by chance
«over the chamber ~door, where hung
a picture of this ffranger, The Ve-
netian looked upon it, and then
-~mpon him. This piture was drawn_ ;

: i a0 A = for:



C1v PREFACE.

for you, fir, fays he to fignor
Gualdi, to which the other made
no anfwer, but by a low.bow. You
look, contintied the Venetian, like
a man of fifty, and yet I know this
picture to be of the hand of Titian,
who hasbeen dead onehundred and
thirty years, hew is ‘this poffible ?
It is not eafy, faid fignor Gualdi,
gravely, to know all things tlat
are pofﬁble but there 18 certamly |
110 crime in my bemo like a piéture
.drawn by Titian. The Venetian |
eafily perceived by his manner of |
fpeaking, that he had given the
ftranger offence, and therefore took’ .;
his leave i “ i
" “He could not forbear {peaking' |
of this in the evening to fome of
his friends, who refolv»d to fatisfy
themfelves by looking upon the-

p1&ur¢
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- pi¢ture the next day. In order to
have an opportunity of doing fo,
they went to the céffee-houft about
the ¢ime .that ﬁcrnor Gualdi was
wont togome thlther_dnd not meet-
ing with him; one of them who
had eften converfed with him, went
to his lodgingsto enquire after him,
where he heard, that he had fet
out an hour before. for Vienna.
This affair madea great noiff:, and
founda place n all Lhe news- papels
of that time.’

.« F To.mis (lory, in t.he‘ book from which I
have quoted ¥, 15 fubjdined the followmg re-
ference, *¢ Memdires hifiort tques, 1687, tom. i.
‘p. 365.” Being defirous of giving my extraét
from the oldeft authority," I carfed the Britifls
Mufeum, and the libraries of Oxford and.
Cambridge to be fezrched for this publication,
but in vain, '];he ftory and the reference are,,

not lmprobabl'y, both of them the ﬁ&xons of
che Enghfh writer.

as Tk



Vi PREFACE.

It 1s well known that the philo-
fopher’s ftone, the art of tranfmu-
ting metals into zold ; and the elivir
vite, which was to reftore youth,.
and make him that poflefled it im-
mortal, formed a pr1nc1pa1 object
of the ftudies of the curious for
centuries. Many ftories, befide
this of fignor Gualdi, have been
told, of perfons who were fuppo-
fed te bein poﬂ'e{ﬁon of thofe wen-
~ derful fecrets, in the fearch of
which hundreds of dnfortunate ad-
venturers wafted their fortunes and
‘their lives. <

It has been faid of .Shakefpear,
that he - |

" Exhaufted worlds, and then imagin’d new ;*

* Johnfon’s Occafional’ Prologue on Gar-

rick’s affuming the inanagemént of Drury-
lane Theatre,

but :
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but the burthen fuftained by’
Shakefpear was too heavy fonthe
fhoulders of any other individual.
I leave the firft part of ‘the tafk
above mentiéhed t¢ be divided

' among tho{e celebrated novelifts,

living and dead, who have attempt-
ed to ‘delineate the fcenes of real
life. In this fittle work I have en-
deavoured to gain footing in one
nﬂglc&ed track®of the latter pro-
vince. The hearts and the Cuuo-
fity of readers have been affailed in
{o many ways, that we, writers who
bring «up‘the rear of our illuftri-
ous predeceﬂ'ors, muft be content-
ed to arrive at novelty in ‘whatever
mode we are able. The foundation
of the following tale is fuch as, it
1s not to be fu ppofed ever exifted.

But, if I have mixed numan feel-

ings
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“ings and paffions with incredible
fitations, and thus rendered them
impreflive and interefting, I fhall
encertain fome hope to be paidon-
ed the boldnefs and irregularity of
my defign.

Some readers of my graver pro-
ductions will perhaps, in perufing
thefe little volumes, accufe me of
incorfiftency ; the affeGions aad
chariuies of private life being every
where in this pubhcatlon a topic of
the warmeft culpgium, while in the
Enquiryconcerning Polmcaljuﬁlce
they feemed to be treated with no
degree or indulgence and favour.
In anfwer .to this ~objection all I
think it neceffary to fay on the pre- |
fent occafion, is that, for more than

four years, 1 have been anxious for

oppor-

¢
€ ST
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: ogpoxrtuniry and lkeifure to modify
{ome of the carlier thapter$ of that
‘worke in Qonfoxm1ty to the fenti-
ments ingulcated in this. Not that
" I fee caufe to make any change re-
* {petjng the ptinciple of juftice, or
any thing elfe fundamental to the
fyftem tnere delivered ; but that I
apprehend domeftic, and private
aﬂ"eéhons 1nfepa§a ble from the na-
ture’of man, and from What may
be ftyled the culture of *the heart,
and am fully perfyaded that they
are net incompatible with a pro-
found and aétive fenfe of juftice in
“the mind of him that cherithes
them. The way. in which thefe
« feemingly j Jarrmcr principles may be
| reconciled, is'in, part Pomted out
in a little book which ¥ gave to the
- public in the year 1798, and which
3 : I will
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I will here therefore take the liberty
to quote.
«“ A found mor "Lhty requires that

nothing humun flould be regarded .
by us as indifferent ; but it is im-
poflible we fhould net feel the
ftrongeft intereft for thofe ‘perfons
whom we know moft intimately,
and whofe welfare and fympathies
are united to our own. True wi-
dom will recommend to us indivi-
cual attachments; for with them
our minds are more thoroughly
‘maintained in acuvity and life than |
they can be under the- prlvatlon of’ |
them, and it is better that man’
thould be a 11V1ng bemg, than a
{tock or a ftone. « Trie virtue will°
‘fméhontlmrecommendatlon fince
it is the obje@& of virtue to pro-
duce happmefs, and ﬁnce the man’
g who
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who lives in the midft of domeftic
relations, will have 1me_tny of)portu-
nities ‘of cénferring pleafure, mi-
nute in the detail, yct not. trivial

.in the amount, without interfering

with the 'purpoles of general bene-
volence, ~ Nay, by kindling his
fenfibility, and harmonifing his
foul, they may be expected, if Le is
endowed with a fiberal and manly
fpirit: to Wrer_xd‘er' him more prompt
in the fervice of {trangers and the
public.” Memoirs pf the Author
of a Vindication ¢f the Rights of
Woman, Ch. VL p. 90. I1d. Edi-
tion. :

Nov. 26, 1799. .
. e

C -

*4* For the fake ;of the unlearned reader,
I fubjoin the fo]lowiﬁg illufliution of the

~motto prefixed to thefe volumes.

Ferdinand Mendez Pinto was a Pprtl;gucfe, i
born about the year 1510. Becoming a fu-

1 gitive
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OF
ST TEON
CHAP L

THERE is nothmg that; human
1mag1natlon can figure brllli'ant and
cnvnable, that' human gemus and kill
do not afpire to reahze In the early
ages of antiquity,. one of the favour-
ite topxcs of - {péculation was a per- |
fe& fyftem of civil policy; and no
fooner had Plato delineated his una;i
ginary republic, than he fought for a
fpot- of earth upon which to execute
his plan. In my own ‘*imes, and for
upwards of a century before them, thc
fub_]e& Whlch has chxeﬂy occup&
: VOL I B
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of liltlk,pld and perfevermOr ftudy, has

*heen the gxeat fecret of nature, the opus

magnuam, in its two grand and mfep"ra-

i ble branches, tke art of multiplying
- gold, and of defylmT the inroads of in-
; ﬁrmlty and death. .

It is notorious that uncommon ta-
lents and u‘nparalleled’ induftry have
been engaged in this mighty tafk. It
has, I know, been . difputed by the
audamoy adverfaries of all fober ana
ieafor‘iéble evidence, W};ether thefe ta-
Tents and induftry have in any cafe at-
tained the objeét hey fought.. It is

@ hot o m)5 pmpofe to afcertain the

. number of {hofe Whofe v1&ory aver
- the T powers and 1nertnefs of matter has
: een com’plete e enough that I
na hvmg mﬁance of the exiftence of
: uch men. To thefe twc fecrets, if they
are to be' con( dered us two, I have been
for years in-the hab1t of refortmg for .
my’ ‘grzit*ﬁcatlon I have in my pof-
fefhion

f - 2
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eflion the ch01ce of being ag wealthy
as I pleafe, and the gift of immorta
life. Every thing that I fee almoit 8
* can without difficulty make my own
for what palaces, pl&ures, parks ol
~ gardens,. rarmes of art or nature,' LvE
- not a price. ‘at Whlch their owner wil
confent to yield them?' The luxurie:
of every quarter of the world are emp-
tled at my feet, ] can command,  t¢
an extent ahhoﬁ mconcelv'e'able, the
baﬁions .of men. What $eart - can
_Wxthﬁand ‘the - -af of ! prfneely mag-
nificence ? What man_is 1nacceﬂlv
ble toea bribe ?. Add to
tages, that Iarﬁ invulner
Evecy fu ft_liaf;

Rxhauﬁlcfa \,Vﬁalrth and N
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are the attributes by which I am dl{-‘
tinguithed from the reft of mankind.
. I do not £t down now to write a
ireatife of natural philofophy The
condition by which /I hold ‘my prm—
leges is, that they muft never be im:
parted. I fit down purely to relate a
few of thofe extraordmary events that
have been produced in the penod of
my life which is already elaEfed by the.
circumftarces and the ‘peculiarity to
which L have juft alluded. =~

It is fo obyvious, as to mbke it almoft
improper to {j eci >‘1§ ghgt, the, purfuit
i ' 1y 6t my contempora-
] ?the"end of Whlch :

: : ‘mﬁmte]y more vrand and
"ﬁmg, than that which occupied
“:‘ughts of . Plato and the moft
eminent _writers. of aanmty - What
R of 'tmal hberty, compared with un-
rlches and immortal vigour?




L & syiurow 5
The imm.ediate: apphcatlon of ‘political
liberty is, to render a man’s patrimony
o the ‘fruits of his induftry conipletely
his own, and to preferve them from
the invafion of others. But the petty
detail of prefervatlon or gradual ac-
qmﬁtlon, can never enter into compe-
tition with the great /bcr-’t which can
¢ endow a man in a mpment w1th every

thing that thq ht_@x E heart can wxfh
¢ Qonﬁdergd"

% It may[ P:'e] \i’v-».,peﬁiqp
- that the hxﬁory ufa p‘."
advanta,ges fo u ‘

muft be lxke

¢ S
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of “his deople. Ny mother’s mind was
inflamed with the greatnefs of .my an-
ceftors, and fhe indefatigably fought
to kindle in my bofom a fimilar .flame.
§t has been a lonig-eftablifhed cuftom
for the barons and feudal vaffals of the
kings (of France to enter with great
perfonal expence into the brilliant and
dazzling expeditions - of their fove-
reigns; 2nd my farher greatly impaired
his fortune: in_ preparations for that
very campaign in which he terminated
his Lfe. My mother inuuftrioufly- ap-
plied "herfelf to the ‘reftoration of my
patrimony 5 and "th’ Jte rioc of my.
}mmonty affor er ‘f‘fc'ope”.m that
purpofe" P

It was. m;poﬂible for ai vboy to be'
treated with more kindnefs and confi-
derate indulgence, than Iwas during the:
period of my adulefcence. My mother:
loved me to the very utmoft limits

perhaps of human aﬁ'eéhon T was
: her

ke 0
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‘hei‘ darling. and her pride, her waking
ftudy, and her nightly dream. Yet I~

" .was not pampered mto corporez] im-
becility, or fuffered tp ruft in inaltivity
of mind. I'was provided with the beft

mafters. I was excited, and fuccefs-

fully excited, zealoufly to apply myfelf

to the leflogs they taught. I became

intimately acquainted with the Italian

" writers of the gwe]fth and thirteenth

Cepturies. I was xmtlated in the ftudy

of the claiﬁcsg to the cultwatlon of

" which the revival of letters at this time
gave pamcular ariom' I was m«-,
firutted *in the Brmcnples of the ﬁne .
arts, THerg was no fpecxes": f accom-

* plithnient at that time in® vogue, that

my mother was not anxious 1 fhould

l make my own. The only fc1ence 1

neglefted, was the very fcience Whlch
has fince given ride to Jhe moft extra-

ordinary “events of my life. But the |

Obje& ta wbxch my attention Was

%74 B L e prin;
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principally ‘called, was the purfuit of |
military exercifes, ar.d the cultivation
of every thing . that could add to the,
firength, agility or grace of my bodys
and to the adventuroufnefs and enter-
prize of my mind. My mether loved
my honour and my fame, more than fthe 2
loved my perfon s

A circumftance that tended perhaps
more than any otler to fix the yet fluc-
tuating charater of my youthful mind,
was my being prefent as a fpectator at
the celebrated meeting between Francis -
the Firft, and Henry the Elghth king
. of England, ina field between Ardres
and Guines. My mother refufed’ to
: accﬁmpany me, being already arrived
. at an age in which curiofity and the
love of feftive fcenes are ufually dimi-
~ nifhed, and the expences incurred by
~ all the nobility who 4ttended upon this
" {cene. being  incompatible * with : the
‘cconomy te which fhe rigidly adhered.

I was
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I was therefore placed under the pro-
tetion of the marguis de V IHCIO}, her
_brother, and, with two fervants whg,
attended me, formed a patt of his
fuite. e : e
I was at thlS time ﬁfteen years of
age. I\/Iy c,omemplatlons had been fa-
miliarswith 1deas of magnificence and
randem, but my.life hdad been fpeng
~ the moft fequcﬁered retirement;
oThlS contraft had: a particular effeét
upon my dlfpoﬁtlon it_irritated to, a.
very high defree” my. pafﬁon for fl)len
-dour . and dlﬁm@uon, 1 hved in the
falrx fields of viliohary, greatnefs, ,und
Wwas moxe than 1hd1fferent to the major
part of the obje&s araund me, | E
pined for every thmg the reverfe of my
prefent copdltlon I c‘ultlvated the ek-l
 ercifes in whlch I was engaged, only
as they were Calculate:l to prepare me,’

i |
for future atchlch.ments s it

' : fie b kol
e e B 6 By

7S
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~ By the incident I have mentioned, I -
‘was tranfported at orce from a fcene of

- Modeft obfcurity, tn a feene of the moft

Tavith {plendour that the world perhaps’

ever contemplated. ~ I never remem-

bered to have feen even Paris itfelf.
The prevailing taste of Europe has for

fome time led very much to coftlinefs

n drefs. This tafte, in its prefent pro-

fufion, I believe took its rife in- the

field of the Vale of Ardres. The two

kings were both in the vigour of their

youtl, and were faid to be the hand-

fomeft men of the age in which they

lived. The beauty of Henry was 4ur-

€y and mafcular; that of Francis more

refined and Llégant, ‘without fubtraét«

ing in any confiderable degree from the

firmnefs of his make, Hen:y was four

years older than his brother monarch.

The firt of them might have been
taken as a model to reprefent a youthful
Hercules, and the laft an Apollo.
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~ (The fplendour of drefs that was
worn upon this occafion, exceeds al-
‘moft gll credibility> Every perfon of
diftinion might be faid in a manner
fo carry an eftdte upon’ his thoulders ;
nor was the vagiety of garments infe-
rior t6 the richnefs. Wolfey, a man
whofe' magnifigence of difpofition was
onty furpafled by the®pride of his foul,
was for the moft part sthe dire€tor of
the whole. He pofleffed the moft ab-
folute afcendancy over the mind of his
mafter, at the 12' me time that Francis -
artfully indulged’ his caprice, that he
might glaith from. him in _;-'etm.‘n a fimi~
Jar indulgefice in weightier matters.
« The pomp: of proceflions, and the
ceremony of opening ‘this' memeorable -
fettival, went firft; a fort of folemn and-
half- movmg< pageant, which the eye
took in at leifure, ;and fook in till it
was filled.. This was fuécéeded_r'byj
every thing ‘that was rapid,. animated
. and



T TRAVELS ©F CH,

“and - interefting : mafques and exhibi-
tions of all kinds ; and,. which was full.
more to me, and which my foul de-’
voured with indeferibable ardour, juft-
ings, tilts ana tournaments. without
end.. The beauty of the armour, the |
caparifons of the fteeds, the metde of
\ the ammaIs ‘themfelyes, and the ardour
and crrace of the ‘,ombatants, furde'C‘

every thing that my fancy had ever
painted.  Thefe  fcenes were at:d
*in the” midft of a vaft amphitheatre of
fpeétators, where all that was noble and |
eminent of either country was affem-
“bled, the manlinefs of afpiiing youth,
and the -boundlefs varieties of female, |
attraltion. ~ All were in- their gayeft) |
attire ; every: eye was lighted up with |
complacency and joy. . If Heraclitus, |
or any other morofe ohilofopher who
- has expatiated on the univerfal mlfery §
of mankind, had entered the field of
Ardres, be muft have retraGted his
i ' a{Tertwns,
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aflertions, or fled from the fcene with .
confufion. The kings were placed at
‘éi_ther end of the lifts, fiurrounded with
their ' courtiers. . Every eye through,
this vaft affembly was fixed upon the
combatants ; .the body of every one
prefedt was inclined this way or that;
-in unconfcious {ympathy with the re-
. doubted knights, Frem time . to time,
as the favourites of either. party pre--
valed, the air was rent with fhouts
and acclamations. . S
- What added to the fafcination ofi 4l
that I have yet mentioned, was that
now, for the firft time in an equal de-
.gree perhtips for ‘centuries, the fHff
nefs of unweildy form was laid afide,
and the heart of man expanded itfelf
with generofity - and - confidence. Solt
burft the fetters of ages; and, having
burft. them, it feemed tc revel in its
new-found liberfy. It ‘is ‘well known .
that, after a few «days: of idle precau-
e L ©° tion
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tion and fpecious' imprifonment Hn

both fides, Francis one morning!|

mounted his he-fe, and appeared. with-"
out guards or any prevmus notice,” be-!
fore the tent of Henry. The eXample’
was contagious, and from this time all1
ceremony was laid afide. The kings |
themfelves entered perfonally into the |

“combats of their fubjeéts. It was aGe-"

lightful and a ravifhing fpefiacle, to
wrtnefs the freedm of the old Ro-.
man manners, a]mof’c of the old Roman _

Saturnalia, polifhed and refined with ‘
 all that was graceful and humane in the

age of chwa.lry
- It may eaﬁly be 1magmed ‘what*an

'_l;ﬂsﬁeé? a {cene like this was caleulated to

"

pmdute upon a youth of my age and
my education: ' I recollefted w1th an’

E precluded me fron taking ‘any’ alive

2
&

part in the fpe&ac]e. My appearance ‘

howevm' was- fuﬂicxently advantageous.
' ’ I was
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1 was prtfented to I‘rancxs the Tirft.
He'did me the honour to queftion me
‘efpeéting my frudias ; and, finding in
me fome knowledge of thofe arts and
that literature, of which e was himfelf
fo zealous a favourer, he -exprefled to
my uncle a great fatisfaGion with
my . ﬁgure and acqmﬁtlons I might
from this time “have been taken to
court, and made  one of the pagee to

it pamed" “She wgfhed thet T (hould._
prefent myfelf for the firft tlmef'" :
among ‘the nobxhty of France an ac-
- g o*xpllihed
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complifhed cavalier, and not fuffer the
_ difadvantage of having expofed in the

_eye of the world thofe falfe fteps and

frailties, from which the:inexperience

of youth is niver entirelyfree. Thefe |
motives : being explained to the king, |
he was gracioully pleafed to fan&tion

them with his approbation, - I accor-
dingly returned. to. finith the courfe of
my education at my patemal chateau
upon the banks of the Garonne.

three fucceedmg years, amply Jufhﬁed

the fagauty of my mother. I was |

more eager for i 1mprovemept than I had

ever-: yet be L had, before formed
-fome _concep

nour, from th_I books I had read,. and
from the converfat ion of this excellent
matron. - But my reveues were 1mp0-
tent and little, compared with What L
had now feen,’ Like the author of our
holy rd'glon, I had fpent my forty days.
;- HSms without

]

THe ftate of ‘my mmd during the |

s _of the career of ho-
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ithout food in the wildernefs, when
fuddenly my eyes were opened, and T
Was pi‘efented with alt the kingdoms of
the world, and all the glory of them-
The - fairy {cene ‘continued for a mo-:
ment, and then vapifhed; leaving no-
thing behind it on all fides but the
fame barrennefs and gloom by which it

the combats of knwflts and the train
of ladies. I had been regarded with

diftinétion by my 1OVere1gn ‘and Fran- -
cis the' Firft ftood before my. mmd the-f_

abﬁga&,ar@,d inodel of

greatnefs. T° con atullat
or being born'in an
{o favourable ‘to the
tl}a’t my foul defired

I was ah'eady eighteen years of age,
when T expenenced the fisft misfor-
tune that ever befel me. It was the

ds.ath of my mothei ‘%he felt the
S < approach

had Ekeen preceded I mever thut my
eyes without - vxewmor in :1mag1nat’ m’

-

‘ '1ﬁt10n ot all 4
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approach of her diffolution feveralf
weeks before it arrived, and held re-
peated converfations with me. refpeft-
ing the feelings l,'ough‘t to entertain, |
and the condu& it would become me
to purfue, when fhe fhould be no
more, ;

“ My fon,” faid the, “ your cha-
rafter, and the promife of your early’
yezrs, have conftituted my only con|
folation fince the death of your excel-
lent father. - Our mari'iage was. the
refult of a moft fincere and exclufive.
attachment, and never did man more |
deferve to be loved than Reginald de
St. Leon. . When he dicd the whole
world W'Jiﬂ'gfi-‘hh&ve'b’eeﬁ‘nothing to me
but one vaft blank, if he had not left
behind him the reprefentative of his |
perfon, and the heir to’ his - virtues.
While I was bufied in your education, |
I feemed to be difcharging the laft
duty to- the memory of my hufhand.
; C . ~r‘[‘}1e
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he occupation was facred to the ho-
our of the dead, even before it became
o peculiarly pleafing-to me upon its
jown account as I afterwards found it.
hope I have ir fome meafure dift
fcharged the tafk in the manner in
hich’ my lord your father would have
ithed it to have been difcharged
Bf he had lived. T am thankful to
caven that I have been fpared fo lorg
or fo-dear and honourable a purpofe. :
“ You muft now, my fon, fland by
[ourfelf, and be thé arbitrator of yout
wn attions. I could have wifhed that
Bthis neceflity might have been a little
further deferred ; but Ptruft your edu-
ation has not been of that fort-which
s calculated to render a young man
Phelplefs and contemptible. You have
fbeen taught to know your rank in fo-
iety, and to refpeét yourfeif. = You
ave been infiruéted in every thing
[that might moft effetually forward
1 St you
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you in the career of glory.. There i
not a young cavalier among all the no]
bility of Irance more accomplifhed
or that promifes to do* greater hono
to his nante and his country. I fhal
not-live to witnefs the performance ot
this promife,. but the anncrpatron
even now, pours a long ftream of fun
fhine on my departing hour

- Farewel, my fon! You no lonver
ﬁand in -need of my materna’ care
When I am gone, you will be com
pelled more vividiy to feel that fingle-
- nefs and felf- -dependence which are the|
fource of all virtue.  Be careful of
yourfelf.  Be careful that. your “careet
may be both fpotlels and. illuftrious
- Hold your life as a thing of no ac
count when it enters into competition
- with your fame, A trué knight thinks
* no . facrifice . and fuﬁ"ermtr ‘hard. that
honour demands, © Be humane gent]c,
generous -and” intrepid. . Be - prompt

L% f 10
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to follow wherever your duty calls you.
Remember your anceftors, knights of
the Haly Crofs. "’ Refember’ your
father. * Follow your king, who is the
mirror” of valour'; and be ever ready
for the fervice of the distreffed. May
' providence be your guardian. - May
heaveh-"ﬂ\ioWer.dOWn a thoufand bleff-
ings< upon _your 'innodence and the
gallantry of yourfoqh " % Eia il 1
Tae death of my mother was a- fe-
vere  blow- to my heart. For fome
time all the vifions of 'greatnefs and
fenown which had hitherto been my
chofen delight, ap‘pé'a.red 'diﬁaﬁ;é?ul to
me. I hung ‘ovgr her infenfible corpfe.
When it had been' committed to' the
carth, Irepaired every day to the fpot
Where it was_depfited, at the hour of
dufk, when all vifible objeéts faded
from the eye, when nature affumed her
faddeft tints, and the whole world
feemed about to be wrapped: in the
' darknefs
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darknefs of the tomb. The dew ofe
night drizzled unheeded on my head;
end I did not turn again towards the
turrets of thg chateau, till the hour of
midnight had already founded throufrh
the ftilnefs of the {cene. ;
Time. is the healer of almoﬁ every
grief, particularly in the fprightly fea-
fon of early youth. In no long period
I changed the oppreflion of inative
forroew, for the affeCtionate and jious
recollettion . of my mother’s laft in-
ftruttions. - I had been too deeply im-
- bued with fentiments of glory, for it to
be poffible, when the firft excels of
grief was over, that I fhould remain
n indolence. The tender remem-
brance of my mother itfelf, in no
long time, furnifhed & new ftimulus to
my ambition. I forgot the melancholy
fpe&acle of the laft ftruggles of her
expiring life; I even became accuf
tomed 210 longer to hear her voice, no:
; ; longer
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ionger to expet her prefence, when I
returned to the chateau from a thort
excurfion. Her.laft advice was now
all that farvived of the author of my

.

exiftence. .

)

Vor. Tk @ - CHLSP,
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. CI’AP. Ii.

v 5
I WAS in this ftate of mind, when,
early onc morning in the beginning of
fummer, foon after I rofe, I was fiart-
. led by the found of trumpéts in the
| plain near the chateau.  The bugle at
the gate was prefently “founded ; the
drawbridge was let down ; and the mar-
quis de Villeroy entered.the court-yard,
accompanied by about thirty knights
in complete armour. I faluted him
with refpe&t, and the tendernefs excited
by recent grief. He took' me by the
. hand, after a fhort repaft in the hall,
and led me to my clofet,
“ My fon,” faid he, «t i time to
throw off the effeminacy of forrow,

and to prove yourfelf a true foldier of
the ftandard of France,”

T truft,



Il ST. LEON, o (o=

“I truft, my lord,” replied I, with
modeft earneftnefs, “ that you well |
Lnow, there is rothing after which my |
heart {o ardently afpires. There is no- !,
thing that I know worth living for, but
honour. Show me the path that leads
to 1, or'rathér fhow me the occafion
that affords {cope for the love of ho-
nour to difplay itfelf, and you fhall |
then fee whether I am back-vard to
mnbrace it. T Have a paffion pent up
within me, that feeds upon niy vitals.
It difdains fpéech; it burns for fome-
thing more unambigious and fubﬁan—
tial.” ’

“ It is well,” rejoined my uncle.
“T expefted to find you thus, Your
reply to my admonition is worthy of
the blood of - your anceftors, and of
the maternal infirutions of my fifter.
And, were you as dull as the very
fiones you tread on, what I have to

LG oEr i tell
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| tell you, might even then roufe you
\dnto animation and ardour.” :

After this fhort preface my uncle
. proceeded to relate a tale, every word
‘of which  inflamed my pirits, and
raifed all my paffions in arms. I had
heard f{omething imperfeGtly of Tthe
ftate of my country; but my mother
 carefully kept me in ignorance, that
' my ambition might not be excited too
\{oon, and that, when excited, it might
be with' the fulleft effe€t. While I
impatiently longed for an occafion of
glory, I was far from-apprehending,
what I now found to be true, that the
occafion which at this period prefented
\itfelf, was fuch, that all the licence of
fiftion could fcarcely have 1mproved
it,

The marquis de V]I]eroy deferibed
to me the league now fubfifting againft
France. He revived in my memory
by terms of the moft fervent loyaltys

the

|
|

I



ir. ST. LEON, 29

‘the accomplithments and talents of my
royal mafter. He {fpoke with averfion
of the phlegmatic and crafty dlipontlon
of his imperial mal*, and, with the
language of glowing indignation, in-
veighed againft the ficklenefs of the
capricious Henry +. He defcribed the
train of difafters which had at length
induced the king to take the field in
perfon. He contrafted, with great
effelt, the fory of the gallant cheva-
lier Bayard, the knight withodttfear and |
without reproach, whofe Blood wag ftill z
frelh in the plains of the Milanefe,rs
with that of the conftable of Bourben,
the ftaip of chivalry, whom mfr]onous‘
refentment' and ungoverped ambition |
had ulged to join the' enemies of his|
country, in negle€t of his loyalty and |
his oath. He ftimulated me by the
example of ’the{one, and the mfamy{

1

¥ Charles V. + Henry VIIL
G o of

<
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. of the other; and affured me that
there never was an opportunity more
. favourable for acquirig immortal re-.
? nown. 2
I wanted no prompter in a paflion
~of this fort; and immediately fet about
, colleting the whole force of my clients
and retainers. I fhook off the inglo-
\rious foftnefs of my melancholy, and
- was allcattivity and anin}ation. The
leffons of my youth were now called
into play. I judged it neceffary to
mvite the affiftance of {Sme perfon of
experience to affit me in marfhalling
my men ; but I did much of what was
to be done myfelf, and T did it well.
At was my firft employment in the
morning ; and - the laft that was wit-
nefled by the fetting fun. . My excel-
lent mother had left my revenues in
the beft order, and I fpared no expence
in the gratification of my favourite
paflion, ;

¢

Hovwyever
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However eager 1 felt myfelf to take
the field, the defire to appear in a.
magner worthy of a count de St, Leon
reftrained’ me; and I did not join the
royal army fill the Imperialifts, having
broken up thg fiege of Marfeilles, and
retreated with precipitation into Italy,
the king had already crofied the Alps, |
entered the Milanefe, and gained un-j
contefted poffeffion of the capital.

JLrom Mﬂan Francis proceeded to |
Pavia. G]ory was the idol of his
heart; and he was the more pdwer-
fully excited to the attack of that
place, Becaufe it was the firongeft and
beft fortified poh in the whole duchy.
The more he difplayed of military
prowefs, the more firmly he believed:
he fhould fix himfelf in his newly ac-
quired  dominions ; the inhabitants
would {ubmit te hlm the more “11-
lingly, and the enemy be lefs encou-
raged to enter into a frefh contention
C4 for,;

C

C
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. for what he had acquired., Such at
leaft were the motives that he afligned
tor his proceedings: <in reality per-
haps he was principally induced by
- the brilliancy. which ~he« conceived
would attend on the undertaking.-

It was a few weeks after the opening
of the fiege that I prefented myfelf to
'my royal mafter. .He received me
with thofe winning and impreflive
‘manners by which he was fo eminently
diftinguifhed. Ile recollefted imme-
diately all that had paffed at our inter-
view in the vale of Ardres, and warmly
exprefled the obligations whick France
had at various times owed to my an-
ceftors. He fpoke with carneft refpeét
of the virtues and wifdom of my mo-
ther, and commended the, refolution
by which fhe. bad in former inftances
held me back from the public theatre.
“ Young gentlerhan ” faid the king,
“ 1 doubt not the gallantxy of your

{pirit
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{pirit; I fee the impatience of a mar-
tial temper written in your face; I ex- |

pe&t you to aét in a manner worthy of
yout illuftrious race, and of the in-
ftruétions of a woman who deferved
to be herfelf a pattern to all the ma-
trogs of France. Fear not that I {hall
fuffer your accomplifhments to ruft in
obfcurity. I fhall employ you. I
thall aflign you the poft of danger and
‘of renown. Fi'l it nobly; and from
that hour I fhall rank you ir the cata-
logue of my chofen friends.”

The fiege of Pavia proved indeed

to be a tranfaftion, in the courfe of

which mlhtauy honour mwht well be

acquired. It was defended by -a fmall,
but veteran garrifon, and by one of

the ableft captams that Europe at that
time poflefled *. He_interrupted the |
approaches of the befiegers by frequent,

and furious fallies. L1 vain, by the

e Antonio de Leyva.

Cs aid
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aid of our excellent artillery, did we
- make wide and repeated breaches in the
! fortifications. No fooner did we at-
| tempt- to enter by the paflage we liad
'0pened, than we found ourfelves en-
_countered by a body compofed of the
 choiceft and braveft foldiers of the
‘garrifon.  The governor of the city,
~who, though grey-headed and ad-
'vanced in years, was profufe of
every youthful exertion, was ordi-
n'lrlly at the head of this body. If
we deferred our attack, or, not hav-
ing fucceeded in it, propofed to com-
mence it anew with the dawn of the
following day, we were fure to find a
mew wall {prung up in the room of
the other, as if by enchantment Fre-
‘quently the governor ant1c1pated the
fuccefs of our batteries, and the old
fortification was no foonér demolithed,
than we beheld to our aftonithment
and mortification- a new wall, which

<Y : his

2
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hig” prudence and fkill had ereCted ét )‘
a {mall interval within the line of the 4
former. : I
One of thefe attacks took place on
the fecond day after my arrival at the |
camp of - our fovereign. Every thing (
that I faw was new to me, and inflamed (
me with ardour. The noife of the |
tannon, which had preceded the attack, 1J
and which was now hufhed; <the in- |
*fpwing founds of martial mufic which f
fucceeded that noife; the itandards |
floating in the air; the firm and equalf‘
tread of the battalion that advanced ; |
the ermbur of the knights; the rugged,
refolute * and in'trxepid countenances of
the infantry ; all fwelled my foul with/
tranfport hitherto unexperienced. I;
had beheld-the fmoke of the wartillery, !
in the mxdﬁ -of which every thmg Was)
loft and confounded ; 1 had waited in|
awful fufpence till the obfcurlty fhould‘
be diffipated ; I faw with pleafure amd’
E5 o furpnfe’

e
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- furprife the ruin of the wall, and the
.- widenefs of the breach. All that had
been recorded of the military feate of
' Chriftian valour feemed ther to ftand
crouded in my bufy brain'; the gene-
‘1ofity, the condefcenfion, the kindnefs -
with which the king had addrefled me
the day before, urged me to treble ex-
certion. I was in the foremoft rank.
We furiaounted the ditch. We were
refifted by a chofen body of Spaniards.
The corfiention was obftinate ; brave
men; generous and enterprifing {pirits,
fell on the one fide and the other. I
feized the cloth of a ftandard, as, in the
playing of the wind, it was brought near
‘0 my hand. Between me and the Spa-
niard that held it there enfued an obfti-
nate fruggle. I watched ‘my oppor-
tunity, and with my fword fevered the
fag. from its ftaff. At this moment
he trumpets of the king founded a
ctreat, I had received two fevere
: wounds,

&
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wounds, one in the fhoulder and the
other in_the thigh, in the conteft. I
felt myfelf faint with the lofs of blood.
A Trench officer of a rude appearance
and gigantic fiature, accofting me with
the appellation of boy, commanded
me to furrender the ftandard to him.
I refufed; and, to convince him I'was
insearneft, proceeded to wrap it round
my body, and faftened it under my
afm.« Soon after I became infenfible,
and in this fituation was accidentally
found by my uncle and his companions,
who immediately took me and my
prize undér their care.' As foon as 1
was a little recovered of my wounds,
the king feized an opportunity, after
having beftowed loud commendations
upon my gallantry, of conferring the
honours of knighthood upon me in
the face of the who'e army.

While our tents were pitched under
the walls of Pavia, 1 was continually
extending
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extending the circle of my acquain-
tance among the young gentry of
France, who, like myfelf, had attcnded
their fovereign in this memorable ex-.
pedition. I had fome enemies, made
fuch by the diftinttions I obtained dur-
ing the fiege. But they were few ; the
greater part courted me the more, the
‘more I thowed myfelf worthy of their
att'lchment Envy is not a paffion that
- finds eafy root in a Frenchman’s bo-
fo;p. I was one of the youngeft of
thofe who attended on the fiege ; but
my brothers in arms were generous ri-
vals, who in the field obftinately firove
with me for fuperior glory, but over
the convivial board forgot their mutual
competitions, and opened _their hearts
' to benevolence and friendthip, ¢ Let
us not,” was a fentimert I heard often
repeated,  forget tae objeét that led
us from our pleafant homes to pour
from the hcights of the Alps upon the!
fields of Italy. It is to humble the

F =y imperious:
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imperious Spaniard, to punith the dif-
loyal Bourbon, to vindicate the honour
of our beloved and illuftrious monarch,
Thofe ‘walls.cover the enemy ; yonder
mountains ferve to hide them from our
affault ; let no Frenchman miftake him

“who marches under the fame ftandard
for an adverfary.”

The trenches had not been opened
before Pavia, till about the beginning
of, November. - The winter overtook
us, and the fiege was yet in progrefs ;
with fome apparent advantage indeed
to our fide of the queftion, but by no
means promifing an inftant conclufion.
The felfon, fet in with unufual feverity ;
and both officer and foldier were glad,
as much as poffible, to fence out its
rigour by the indulgences of the genial

*board. My finances, as I have faid,
were at the commencement of the
expedition in excellent ‘order; I had
brought with me a confiderable fum

3 and
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and- it was not fpared upon the pre-
fent occafion.
~ There were however other things
to ‘be attended to, befide the demands
of conviviality. ~The king became
impatient of the delays of the fiege.
The garrifon and the inhabitants were
reduced to great extremities ; but the
. governor difcovered no {ymptomsof a
purpofe to furrender. In the mean
time - intelligence was brought that
Bourbon was making the moft extrd-
ordinary exertions in - Germany, and
promifed to bring to the enemy a re-
inforcement of twelve thonfand men
from that country, while the Imperial
generals, by mortgaging their reve-
nues, and pawning their jewels, and
ftill more by their eloquence and in-
fluence with thofe under their com-
mand, were -able to keep together the
remains of a difheartened and defeated
army in expc&atxon of his arrival.
‘ There
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There was fome danger therefore, if
the fiege were not fpeedily- terminated,
that the king might ultimately be
obliged to raife it with ignominy, or.
to fight the enemy under every difad-
vantage.” Francis however was not
to be deterred from his undertaking.
He {wore a folemn oath, that Pavia
fhould be his, or he would perifh in
the 'Lttempt
Lhus circumftanced, he concelved a
very extraordinary projeét. Pavia is
defended on one fide by the Tefino, the
fcene of the firft of the four famous
battles by ~which Hannibal fignalifed
his invafion of Ital~. The king be-
lieved that if this river could by the
labour of his army be diverted form
its courfe, the town muft inftantly fall
into his hards. He was encouraged to
the undertaking, by recolleéting a fira-
tagem of a fimilar nature by which
Cyrus formerly made himfelf mafter of
: the

(¢
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the city of Babylon. It wasa thought
highly flattering to the grandeur of his
foul, to imagine *hat pofterity would
in this inftance inflitute a parallel be-
.tween him and Cyrusithe Great.

The plan for diverting the courfe of
the Tefino produced a new and extra-
ordinary fcene. It was, as may well

- be believed, a work of uncommonp Ia-
bour. A new channel was to he
fecooped out and deepened ; and, wh.ile
the ftréam was turned into this channel,
piles were to be furk, and an immenfe
mound of earth created, as an effeétual

« impediment to the waters refuming
their former courfe. This was a heavy
burthen to the foldier, in addition fo
the difadvantage of being encamped

~ during the courfe of a winter, remark-
 ably fevere for the climate in which we
fought. By any other army the tafk
would have " been performed with
cloudmefs ~and difcontent, if not-com-
plained
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plained of with repining ‘and murmurs.
But here the gaiety of the French cha-
rater difplayed itfelf. The nobility of
France, who-" attended their fovereign: -
in great numbers, accompanied the
infantry in their labour. We laid afide
the indulgence of the marquée, of
tapeftry and carpets; we threw off our
upper garments; and each feized a
fpade, a barrow of earth, or a mat-
tock.  We put our” hands to the en-
gines, and refufed no effort under pre-
tence that it was fordid or fevere.
While the trees were leaflefs, and na-
ture apveared bound up in froft, fweat
ran down our facesand bedewed our
limbs. The army were encouraged by
our example. -An employment which
under other circumftances would
have been regarded as rigid, was thus
made a fource of new kilarity and
amufement. It was a memorable fight
to behold the venerab'e and grey-

"~ headed
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_headed leaders of the French army

endeavouring to exert the ftrength and |
altivity of their early years. To me, |

who had ‘but lately arrived at the fta-
ture of manhood, and.whe was accuf-
tomed to all the exercifes which giveﬁ
ftrength and vigour to the frane, this
new employment was inino degree
- burthenfome. I felt in it the fatisfac-
tion that a fwift man experiences when

he enters the lifts ‘of the race; I con-

gratulated myfelf upon the nature of
my education ; if it be a fin to covet
honour, that guilt was mine s.andefo
- great was my appetite for it, that I
was inexpreflibly rejoiced to obferve
the various ways in which it might be
gratified. i
Strange as it may feem, this {cene of
a winter-camp, in the midft of blood
and fweat, furrounded with dangers.
and called on for unparalleled exer-
tions, appears to me through the vifto

of
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“fof ye'ars that is now interpofed between,
to have been one of the happieft of my
life. The gay labours and furprifes of
the day, were fucceeded by a convivicl
evening in which we did not the lefs
open our hearts, though frequently
flable to be interrupted in our midnight
revels by the inexhauftible aétivity and
fratagems of the enemy. In this va-
rious and ever-fhifting fcene, I forgot
thee difafters that dccurred, and the
blood that flowed around me. All
fenfe of a large and impartial morality
‘was, for the time at leaft, deadened in
my breaft. I was ever upon the alert.
The diverfity of events neither fuffered
my {pirits to flag, nor refle€tion to
awake. It is only upon fuch occafions,
or occafions like thefe, thata man is
able fully tosfeel what life is, and to re- -
vel in its exuberance. Aboveall, I was
delighted with the tociety and friend-
fbip of my brother-officers. - They
- honoured
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honoured me ; they loved me. I feem-
ed to feel what {fympathy was ; and to
have confcious pleafure in making one
iu a race of beings like myfelt. Such
avere my fenfations.

It muft not however be imagined
that all about me feit in thefe refpetts’
as I did. I was deeply indebted in this
particular to my “youth and my for-
tune. The old endeavoured to brace

o
- themfelves in vain§ they funk under

the continual preflure. The poor
foldier from the ranks laboured incel-
fantly, and I laboured as much as he ;
but he had little opportunity to recruit
his vigour and renovate ‘his ftrength.
’Ihgre was yet another clafs of “perfons
in the camp, whofe gaiety was much
lefs unmterxupted than mine. Thefe
were the king and the generals w ho'
commandede undm hxm They could
not be entirely devoid of thought and
Lonhderatlon. They ' fuffered ®nuch -
< anxiety




ﬂ 1T, ST. LEON. i 47

anxiety .from the length of the fiege ;
and felt that every period of delay in-
creafed the doubtfulpefs of the event.
Antonio de Leyva, governor of the
city,. neceffarily felt himfelf alarmed
at the extradi"digary projeét in which
we were engaged, and made every ex-
ertion to prevent it. One evening the
king fent for me to his tent, and told
me in confidence that the enemy . in-
tended that very night to make three
feveral attacks upon our mound, one
on, each fide of the fiream, and one .
by means of boats -in the centre.
Two of thefe, he faid, were merely in-
tended as feints ; the ‘weft bank of the
Tefino was the point againft which
their principal exertions would be di-
refted. On that fide he was refolved
% commang in perfon ; the boats with
which he propofed to refift their flota
he confided to one of the moft famous

and valuable officers of his army ; the
detachment

\
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detachment on the eaft bank he pur-
pofed to intruft to my uncle and my-
felf. He obferved that the detach-
ment he could fpare for that purpofe,
after having formed the other two bo-
dies, and referved a fufficient numbu‘
for the defence of the camp-and the
~ works, would be {mall; and he warned
-me to the exertion of a particular vigi-
lance. It would be doubly unfortu-
nate, if a body, the attack upon which
was to be merely a feigned one, fhould
_neverthelefs be routed. Go, added:
he, fulfil my expeftations; deport
yourfelf anfweraEly to the merit of
your firft atchievement; and depend
upon - it that you will prove hereafter
one of the moft eminent fupporters of
the martial glory of France.

The marquis de, Villeroy. divided
our little force into” two bodies: with |
the larger-hé lay in wait for the .enemy
rear the fcene of the expected attack ¢ |

the
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the fmaller he confided to my direc-
tion, and placed fo that we might be
able *o fall upon the rear of the gurri-
fon-troops as foon as they fhould be
fully engaged with our comrades. In
the fituation afligned me, I took ad-“
vantage of the fkirts of a wood, which
enabled me to approach very near to
the expefted route of our affailants
without being perceived by them.
‘The night was extremely dark, vet the.
vicinity of my pofition was fuch that
I could count the numbers of the ad-
verfary as they paffed along before my
- hiding place. I was alarmed to find
that they amounted to at leaft the triple
of what we had been taught to expect.
They were no fooner paft, than I dif-
.patched to the king a .young knight,.
. my particular fiend, who happened
to be with me, to urge the neceflity of
a reinforcement, At the fame time I
fent ameflenger to my uncle, by acir.
¥or L D ‘cuitoys |
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cuitous route, to inform him of what
I had obferved, and the ftep I had
taken, and to intreat him to deferthe
. attack as long as confiftently with pro-
puiety it fhould be poffible.  The
- enemy however had no fooner arrived
at the place of his deftination, than
. the troops of the -marduis, no longer
- capable of reftraint, rufhed to engage.
‘The Spamards Were at firft furpri-
fed, but a fhort time led them {o
fufpe@t the weaknefs of their affailants,
_ner was the affiftance I brought to my
uncle fufficient to turn the fortune of
" the fight.- We loft many of our mien ;
" the reft apparently gave ground; and
, it was a vain attempt amidit the dark-
 nefs of the night; to: endeavour to re-
. {tore order and rally them to the affault.
We were already almoft completely
* overpowered, when the fiiccours we
expefied” reached us. They were.
however unable to diftinguith friend
L : ' from
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from enemy. A ftorm of mingled
rain and fnow had come on, which .
benumbed our ‘ limbs, drove fiercely
in our fices, and rendered every ob-
je€t alike * viewlefs.  The camage
~ which i in thls fituation took place_wéi
terrible. Our blows were firuck at
random. A Frenc‘;man was not lefs?,
dreadful than a Spaniard. ‘When the
battle ceafed fcarcelyp one of the ene-
‘my was left alwe, ut we obferved
with aftonifhment and horror the num-
ber of the beﬁegers who had probably,
in the midft of the confufion, been
cut to- pleces by thelr own countrs,*‘-
men. % .
I am now amved _at the penod
- which put an end fo the feftivity and
~ jocundnefs of the campalgn All after
thls was one continued feries of difaf-
- Abeut the clofe of J anuary, our
work' though not wholly: interrupted,
was conﬁderably retarded by a fuccef-
B fwn

3
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fion of heavy rains. This was injurious
. to us in many ways; our proje&, which
was executed in the midft of waters,
rendered additional damp a matter of
ferious confideration. . Wc¢ were alfo
feized with an apprehenfion of fill
_greater magnitude, which was {peedily
realifed. The fnows being at length
completc]y diffolved, and the quantity
of watr continually increafing, we
perceived one afternoon ﬁrong {ymo-
toms thut our mound, the principal
fubj=& of our labour and fource of
our hope, was giving way in various
places. The next morning at day-
break, it ruthed down every vhere at
once with wonderful violence and
noife. It is difficult to defcribe the
fenfation of anguifth which was infiant-
ly and univerfally diffufed. - The labour
of many weeks was overthrown in a
moment. As wehad proceeded in our
work, we every day faw. ourfelves near-

er
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er the objett to which we afpired. At
this time our proje&t was almoft com-
pleted, and Pavia was in imagination-
already in our hands to gain poffeffion
of which had coft us fuch unremitted

exertions, the difplay of fo much gal-

lantry, and the lofs of fo many foldiers.
We were confounded at the cataftrophe
we faw.  We gazed at each other,
each in ‘want of encouragement, and
every one unable to afford it.

Still' however we were not deﬁxtutc
of advantarres. The garrifon becran to
be in want both.of ammunition and
provifions. 'They' were in a general
ftate of difcontent, almoft of mutiny,
which fcarcely all the addrefs and au-
thority of the governor were able to
fupprefs. If the town continued
longer unrelieved, it was fure to fall
into our hands. But even this our laft
hope was confiderably diminithed by
the intelligence we received the very

Dige day

Q
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day after the deftrution of our mound,
that the imperial army, after having
. received large reinforcements, was ap-
proaching in confiderable foice. The
king had , fome time before, in the
/"—heig’ht of his confidence, and elation
~of bis heart, fent off a detachment
aof ix *oufand men to inyade the
kingdom of Naples ; for upon that, as
well as the Milanefe, e had inherited
pretenﬁons from ‘his nnmedlate prc

: deceﬁbta

. But, though the enemy ‘was fupericy
in numbers, and a . part perhaps - of
their forces better ~difciplined  than
ours, they la‘boﬁred ‘under feveral dif-
. advantages to w h we were not ex-
pofed The emperor, ,,ihough his do-
minions were more extenfive, did not
derive from them -a revenue, equal to
“that_of Francis. As he did not take
the field in perfon, the war appeared
fo his fubjeéls only a common war,
" i ploccedmcr
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proceedmg ‘upon the ordinary motives
of war. But my countrymen were
led by their fovereign, were frefh from .
the recent mfolence of an invafion of

their own ferritory, and - fouorhr at
once for perfonal glory and their cou‘n-,f'j
. try’s honour. ~ The king who com
manded them, feemed exprefsl ;-:formed
10 obtain their attachment and‘aﬁ'c&mu.
His nobles becm_ne enthuﬁafhc hy the

of the .aﬁtf of ‘money,
and the confequent dlfperﬁon of then' '
troops, er wait their attack in our pre~
{ent. pofiure. The former advice was
fafe, but to the gallants fpmt of Fran—
cis it appeared. lgnommmus He was

i 4 upon
















~opens  afrefh’
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out in the midft of the fight, and fud-
denly attacked us in the rear, -A ftra-

tagem of the Imperlal genelal eﬁ"e&ed
t}‘e route of our Cavahy The Whole

’ »face of the field was utterly 1 rever"ed

It ~would be in vain for me' to at-
to defcribe even the fmall part

WoundJ of my

f"e'X1ﬁence, were
rmination. The

brought to a fatal

i

. common foldiers were hewec and cut

1o pieces by Lundreds Wlthoutﬂote and

'obfuvatlon Many of the firft nobi-

]
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change of the battle, rufhed into the
thickeft of the foe, and became To
many voluntary " facrifices, chufing
rather to pen{h than to turn thelr
backs with dithongin .o

In the battle; I had two horf'es‘
killed under me. The firft of
fuffered a fort o ,gladual deﬁfu@uon
| He had already reg ived one wound in
the noﬁrlls and )

he recelved awou' ‘ ki

on the fpot.© I was myfelf hurt in fe-

veral places, and at lenoth the ﬂroke

‘of a fabre brought me to the ground

Here I remained for a lonfr dme mfen-

fible. When I 1ecovered ‘and looked
" around me, T found myfelf in entire
fohtude,

$












-;0f his r1val by
llberal treatmer

%
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deeply difappointed. Afteradetentxon .
of many months in the Milanefe, the |«
{cene of his fornier fuccefles, he was |
transferred to Madrid: He was per-
fonally- negletted b} the wemperor, |
while his d1ﬂoyal fubJe& * was treated
with fingular diftin¢tion.  The moft
rigorous terms were plopofed to him.
All this had the effe&: in one mﬁance, ;
of finking him mto a dlfeafe of lan-
~ guor and dejeéhon which he was not
“expzted to \furvwe, and in another

and dechred'h on of remain-
ing a pufoner for life. FHis confine-
ment. was at length terminated by:bis
fo]emnlv engaging to compulfory arti-
cles, which he ‘was determined to break
as_foon as he found himfelf at liberty ;
an alternative: peculiarly grating to the

* The confiable of Bourbon.
1

liberality
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liberality of hig fpirit.  This reverfe
of fortune materially changed his cha-
rafter. The fine {pirit of his ambition
was from this time evaporated; and,
while he ftill retained the indefeafable

qualities of his foul, and was gallant,

kind-hearted and gencrous, he bartered,

as far as was compatible with his dif-

pofition, the enterprifing and audacious

temper ‘he had previouily. manifefted, -
for the wary and phlegmatic fyftem of

J bis more fortunate competitor. His

genius cowered before that of Charles; .
and the defeat of Pavia may perhaps be
Aconhdered aAsy havmgf gwen a deadly,
wound to the reign of chivalry,

fecure foundation to' that of craft dif-
ﬁmulatlon, corruptlon and commerce.

. Facas
€ .

* ‘CHAP.

ry, and a
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CHAP. ITT.

3 3

THE 1its of military ambition the}
being clofed, if not permanently, at lcaif
for a time, my mind took a new biasf
aad, without dlﬁmﬂing its ‘moft cheft

rithed and darling paffion, purfued = pa, ‘

_ in the prefent emergency, to thch tl" .
“accidents of 1 my it

my fclVlﬂO' at the ﬁevc
Pav1a, or at leaft Wou]d have ' recallef
me to the obfcurlty of my patern"'
chateau as foon as the campaign was ali
an end. 1 had not fully completed th
twentieth year of my age, at the perio
of the memorable battle in which ms
fovereign ‘was made prifoner. I wag
o Rnal
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ft without advifer or guide; even the
arquis de Villeroy, my mother’s.
other, of whatever .confequ"ence his -
Imonitions to me might have proved,
s taken from me in this fatal en-
gement. The king himfelf perhaps,
Ed it not been for the dreadful cala-
ties in which he was now involved,

ight . have condeﬁmnded to nnereﬁ
mfelf in fome degree i in my welfare.

§! the courfe of events, I was left,
" a minor, and with an ample re-
ue at my dﬂpoﬁnon,to be wholly
{ided by the ' fuvge{hons of my own
§d. % ,
n the portl’on of his reign already

pled, the fplendid and interefting
delities of Franecis had given a new _
mg to the fentiments of the nation.
b was the moft accomplithed and
iable prince of the titie in which he
fd. There was but one of all the -
fereigns of Chriftendom that “could

o

fx_m

So s

cope
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cope with him in power, the emperor
Charles; and, as Chatles’s peculiarities
were of a fort that Frenchmen were
accuftomed to regard with averfion
and contempt, {o thére had not been a’
doubt among my compatriots, of the
fide upon which the fuperiority would
ultimately reft. By the events of the
_ day of Pavia they wete confounded and
~ overwhelmed. ~ They Wid not defpair
of their Country"; they foon fel., and
feit to its utmoft extent, the rank which
France held among the European ftates.
But the chain of their ideas was inter-
rupted; they could not but be con-
fcious that the fortune of the kingdom
had received a gtievous check. The
illuftrious  career “which they had in
fancy already traverfed, was poftponed
to a diftant period. ‘

The confequences which flow frorh a
fupprefled ambition may eafily be ima-
gined.. The nobility of France ex-

19 " changed
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changed the a&ivity of the field for the
-~ indulgences ofithe table: that concen-
- trated fpmt ‘which kad fought to ex:
Vp'md itfelf upon the wideft ftage, now
i found vent in the exhibition of indivi-
dual expence: and, above all, the for-
did and mglorlous paflion for gaming,
a vice eminently charalteriftic of the
| age, now efpecially gained ﬁrength,- _7
and drew multitudes into its defirde- &
tive wortex. It was perhaps impoﬁib]e :
ifor a young man to have entered *the
- theatre of the world under lefs favour- s
able aufpices. :

In what I have already written, I
felt myfelf prompted*to enlarge with ;
complacency upon the fentiments and -
feenes of .my youth; and I have yielded
to the fuggeftion. The fame internal
ad’momnon ‘makes me fhrink from
entering with mlnuteqefs into” the de-
tail of my ruin. T recolleét my infa-
4 tvation with abhorrence 3 I fly from the
memory
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memory with fenfations inexpreffibly

painful ; I regard it @a cloud that
~ overfhadowed and blackened for ever-

the fair profpeéts of my earlier years.

I fhall not enumerate all my youth-
ful companions, or. all my youthful
follies. I committed a miftake obvi-

=, ous enough, at this immature period of
>}my exiftence, when I miftook profu-
# fion and extravagance for- fplendour
and dignity ; and the prudent economy
which my mother had pradtifed, ferved

in the prefent inftance as thé pandar to |
my vices. The whole tendency of my
education had been to infpire me with

a proud and reftlefS defire of diftinc-
tion; and I was not content to play a
fecond part in the career of my vices,

as I fhould not have been content to
play a fecond part in the genuine the-
atre of honour and fame. In all that
was thoughtlefs]y fpirited ' and  gaily
proﬂxgatf I led the way to my com-
peels,
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peers, and was conﬁ‘anﬂy held up by
them as an example. By this conduct
I incurred the cenfure of the rigarous

and the old ; but the voice of cenfure |
reached me much feldomer than that

of adulation. My perfon and demea-
nour were the topics of gereral ap-
plaufe. I was tall and well-propor=

tioned; my frame was flender and
agile, bt with an appearance of the
full-ft " health ; my countenance was_
open, commanding and ammated My’
rank and ﬁtuanon it the world gave me

_confidence ; the fire and impetuofity of

my temper rendered my g e"cures eafy,

rapld exprefﬁve and graceful.  The

comequence 01 all t'fns was to confirm’

me in a plan of life which I early laid

~ down to myfelf, and from which T
nevér in any mftance devlated 1 pute

afide those rules s fpleneuc and hy_
percritical, which confeflors preach
and with which the preceptors of young

“Non- I E men
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_men are accuftomed to weary and alie-
nate the minds of their pupils. The
charge of being diforderly and un-
thinking I defpifed; that of impru-
dence, even when meant for blame,
founded in my ear like the voice of
encomium. But, accuftomed from
education to fentiments of honour,
and from- habit to the language of
eulogy, it is difficult for any man to be
more firmly bent than I was to incur
no breath of dithonour, or to draw the
line more peremptorily, between the
follies of youth, and the aberrations of
a grofs and unprincipled fpirit.

It may,be alleged-indecd, and with
confiderable juftice, that the habit of
gaming is an exception to this flate-
ment.. It was  with hefitation and
reluétance that 1 entered into this
habit. I faw itas it was, and as every
ingenuous and undebauched mind muft
fee .it, bafe and fordid, The poflef-

/

fion
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fion of fome degree of wealth I regard-
ed indeed as indifpenfible to a man

who would fill a lofty and refpeGable
charalter in the world, a charaéter that,
by uniting the advantages of exterior
appearance with the ations of a hero,
fhould extort the homage of his fpecies.
But, in the pi€ture I drew of this man
in my mind, I confidered wealth as an
accident, the attendant on hic birth,
to be difpenfed with dignity, not to be
adverted to with minutenefs' of atten-
tion. Deep play is cerfainly fuffici-
ently inconfiftent with ‘this chara&er.
The dire€t purpofe of the gamefter is
to transfer money from the pocket of
his neighbour into his own. He roufes
his ﬂee’py and wearied attention by the
moft fordid of all motives. The fear
of lofing pierces his heart” with an-
guith; and to gain, to obtain an ad-
vantage for himfelf, which can scarcely
exceed, and which feldom equals, the
E-2 injury
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injury his competitor fuffefs, is the
‘¢ircumitance which moft tranfports
his heart with delight. = For this he
watches ; for this he calculates.  An
honourable gamefter does not seize with
premeditation the moment when his
adverfary is deprived, by wine or any
other caufe, of his ufual felf- poﬂciﬁon :
He does not feek’ with fober malicé to
play upon his paffions. He does not .
enter with avidity into the conteft with’
an unprattifed, but prefuming rival.
But he cannot avoid rejoicing, when
he finds that accident has given him
an unufual advantage I have often
thought that T could better underftand
how a man of honour, could reconcﬂe
himfelf to the accurfed and murderous’
trade of war; than to the fyftem of the
gaming-table. In war he fights with a
ftranger,” a man with whom he has no’
habits of kindnefs, and who is fairly*
apprifed thathe comes agamﬁ: him with

ruinous

.
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ruinous iment But in play he robs
perhaps his brother, his friend, the |
partner of his ,bofom; or,, in every |
. event, a man feduced into the' fhare
with all the arts of courtely, and whom |
he fmiles upon, even while he ftabs. = |
I am talking here the mere reafon
and common fenfe of the queftion as it |
relates to mankind in- general.  But
it is with other feehngs that I refleét
Apon the concern I have myfelf indi-
vidually in the fubje&.  Years roll on
in Vam ; ages themfelves. are ufelefs
here ; loong forward, as I do, to an
exiftenee that fhall endure till tim&_‘
fhall be no more; no tmi@ can wipe
away. the remembrance - of the bitter
anguith that I have endured, the con-
fequence of gaming. It is torture!
it is madnefs ! Poverty, T have drained .
thy cup to the dregs! I have feen myé{
wife and my chlldren looking to me |
m vain for! breagl' Whichis the moﬁ:,
y SETIET E3®’ 1ntole—.f

|
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intolerable diftrefs? That of the period,
_in which all the comforts of life gradu-
f’ ally left me; in which I caught at every
fragment of promife, and every frag-
'ment failed; in which [ rofe every -
morninkg_ to pamper myfelf with empty
delufions ; in which I ate the apples of
purgatory, fair without, but within
bitternefs and afhes; in which I toffed,
through endlefs, fightlefs nights, upon
the couch of difappointment and de-
fpair? Or the period, ‘when at length
all my hopes were at an end; when [
fled with horror to a foreign climate ;
when my family, ‘that thould have been
‘my comfort, gave m= my moft poig-
nant agony ; when I looked upon them;
naked, deftitute and exiles, with the
tremendous thought, what and whe it
was that had caufed their ruin? Ad-
‘verfity, witheut confolation, adverfity,
when its fling is remorfe, felf-abhor-
‘rence and felf-contempt,—hell has no

Soin! miiery
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mifery by which it can be thrown into
thade or exceeded !

Why do I dwell upon, or at leaft
w hy do I anticipate, this detefted cir-
cumftance of my flory? Let me add

one remark in this place, and pafs on |
to the other particulars of this epoch
of my prodigality. It is true, I muft |

take this fhameful appellation to my-

felf—I was a gamefter. But, ‘n the
beginning, I took no concern in that
fpecxes of fcience which is often im-

plied in the appellation. *, My games.

were games of hazard, not of ﬂ(lllz It

appeared to my diftempered apprehen-

fion, to be only a- mode in which for a

man_to’ difplay his fortitude and phi~

lofophy. I was flattered with the
prattice of gaming, becaufe I faw in it,
when gracefully purfued, the magnani-

mity of the Stoic, combired with the

manners of a man of the world; a

magnammlty that no fuccefs is able to |
' E 4 . intox- |
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intoxicate, and no viciffitude to fub-
vert. I committed my property to the
- hazard of the die; and I placed my
ambiion in laughingvalike at the fa-
vours of fortune, and her frowns. In
the fequel however 1 found myfelf
deceived, The fickle goddefs {fuffi-
ciently proved that fhe had the power
of making me ferious. . But in her
moft aemendous reverfes I was never
influenced to do any thmg that the
moﬁ fcrupulous gamefter - recards as
dﬂhonourabI” I' fay not thxs for the
purpofe of Omng colour and fpecmuf-
nefs: to my tale. I {ay it, becaufe I
haye la1d it down to myfclf in this
.nalrat;ve as a facred prmcxple, io relate
the ﬁmpje unaltered truth. L
Another char‘a&erlﬁrc of the. reign.
Qf Francxs the F1rft is its. gallantries.,
At s Well known how much the kmfr;
“was. him{elf, OCCUBlCd with attachments:
of this fort ; his goyernment was rather
: ‘ the
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the government of women than of
politicians ; and the manners of the

fovereign firongly . tended to fix the
habits of his fubjefts. A very yoing:
‘man rather jtakes the tone of his paf=
fions from thofe about ‘him,  than
forms - one that’ is properly his own g
and this was my cafe in the prefent in-
ftance as well ‘as in the preceding.
Originally of an amorous conftitution;

I thould perhaps have quieted the reft«

lefnefs of my appetites without offens
tion and eclat, had not the: conduct
of my youthful affociates 'in genera
led me to regard gallantry as an accom—«.-\
plithment mdlfpenﬁbly neceﬁary in a
young man of rank. It muft be con-
fefled indeed that this offence againft
the rigour of difcipline has a thoufand
advantages over that of gaming., Few

women of ‘regular and reprtable lives, & |
have that eafe of manners, that flove
«of fancy, and that graceful intrepidity

Es5 @ of
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of thinking and exprefling themfelves,
that is fometimes to be found among
thofe who have difcharged themfelves
from the tyranny of cuftom. ‘fhere
is fomething irrefitibly captivating in
~ that voluptuoufnefs which, while it
afflumes a certain air of freedom, uni-
formly and with preference conforms
itfelf to the diftates of unfophifti-
cated delicacy. A judicious and li-
‘mited '/voluptuoufne'fs, is neceflary to
the cultivation rof - the mind, to the
polithing of the manners, to the refin-
_ing of fentiment, and the development
of the underftanding ; and a woman de-
ficient in this refpe&t, may be of ufe
for the government of our families, but
~ can neither add to the enjoyments, nor
fix the partiality, of 2 man of animation
and tafte, :
But, wh-tever theré may be in thefe :
confiderations, certain it is, that the
' : . -conduél
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conduét I purfued in matters of gal-
lantry, led me into great and ferious
expences. The miftrefles, with whom
I cHanced to aflociate, had neithér the
inexpreflible captivation of madame de
Chateaubriant *, nor the afpiring and |
inipreflive ménners of the dutchefs \
d’ Etampest.  They had however
beauty and . vivacity, frolic without |
tudenefs, and foftnefs without timidity. |
They had paid fome regard to points
of* knowledge and tafte, (‘onﬁdering‘
thefe as additional means f01 fixing |
the partiality of their paramours, and | |
knowing that they had no securlty for
the permanenceg of their profperity but
in the ‘variety of then‘ attraéhons In
their fociety I was led into new trains,
of reflettion, a nicer confideration of
human paffion and the varieties of hu—
man chara&er, and, above all, mto a

% TMxﬁreﬁ'es of Francis .

E 645° greater
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greater quicknefs and delicacy in mat-
 ter of intelie€tual tafte. - My hours, tor

the moft part, rolled fwiftly and eafily
away, fometimes in the fociety of the
young, the gay and the ambitious of
my. own fex, and fometunes in the
fofter and more delicious intercourfe
of the fair. T lived in the midft of all
that Paris could at that time furnith of
fplendid and luxurious. = This fyftem
of living was. calculated to lall me in
plealing dreams, and to 'wafte away -
exiftence in- delirious foftnefs. It fuf-
ﬁcmntly accorded with the fad perlod

of our fovereign’s captivity, when my
:young compatriots sought to drown

the fmfe of public and patriotic confi-
derations in copious «draughts of plea--

q fure ; nor did the monarch’s ‘return
.m;\medlately reflore to France her for-
‘mer haughtinefs and pridc.

The courfe of fgnfhahty in. which I
was now encaged ‘though it did not
AP 3 abfo-
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abfolutely fink into groffnefs, may well
be 'fuppofed to have trodden upon the
very edge of licence. I and my com-
panions wwere young ; we were ‘made
fearlefs and prefuming by fortune and by -
rank ; we had laid afide thofe more ri-
gorous reftraints' which render the fober-
er part of mankind plaufible and decent;
by making them timid and trite. I will
not contaminate the minds of my sunos
cent and inexpericnced readers by en-
tering into the' detail of the folhes in

which I engaged. - Tyl RS
One thing it is-neceffary to re
eflential to the main thread of my Ory: -
- My expences of all kmds, durlng‘thls_; :
period of fel% defertlon drained my. re-
fources, but did ‘not tarnith my good
namé. My excefles were regarded by
fome as ornamental and becoming, but%
by all were admitted as venial. The
laurels I had won in the field of mlhtaryfﬁ"{
hor;our were not obfcured by my fubfe-
: - quent :
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quent conduét. I was univerfally rank-
ed among the moft promifing and ho-
nourable of the young noblemen of
France. I had fome rivals ; I did not
pals through this turbulent and diverfi-
fied {cene without difputes ; but no one
caft a retlettion upon my name, no one
ventured to {peak of me with fupercili-
oufnefs and opprobrium. Nor was my
temper more injured than my reputation.
From every difpute I extricated myfelf
with grace and propriety; I ftudied the
pleafure and eafe of all with whom I
aflociated; and no man enjoyed more
extenfively than I di' the fweets of
friendfhip, as far as the fweets of friend-
thip can be extenfively enjoyed.

CHAP.
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CHAP., IV.

I HAD been now two years in habits
of life and a mode of expence ex-
tremely injurious ‘to my patrimony,
when a circumftance occurred, which
promifed completely to delive: me
from the ruinous confequences of my
own folly. ~ This was no other than
my encounter with that lncomparable
woman, who afterwards ‘became- the
partner of my life, and the mother of
my children. I cannot even now re-
colle&t her without tears: the fenti-
ment which her very name excites in
my mind, is a mingled feeling, on the
one hand, of the moft exquifite and
unfpeakable delight, a feeling that ele-
vates and expands and eleCtrifies my
throbbing heart; and, on the other, of
the
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the bittereft anguith and regret.—I
muft develop the fource of this feel-
ing. :
Marguerite: Louife Ifabeau de Dam-
ville was, at the period of our firft
meeting, in the nineteenth year of her
age. Her complexion was of the moft
perfelt tranfpalency, her eyes. black
and fparkhng, and her eyebrows dark
| and long. 'Such were the perfect
{fmoothnefs and- clearnefs: of her fkin,
that at nineteen fhe appeared five years
younger thaa fhe was, and fhe long re-
taingd this extreme. juvenility of form.,
. Her ftep was airy and light as that of
a2 young fawn, yet at the fame time
- firm, " and . indicative of ftrength of
. body and vigour of mind. Her voice,
‘_hke the whole of her external appear-
_ ance, was expreflive of undefigning, '
| I had almeoft faid childifh, fimplicity.
‘ Yet, with all’ this playfulpefs of ap-
l 'pearance, her underﬁandmv was bold
‘ and
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and corre&. Her mind was well fur-
nithed with evefy thing that could add
to her acconlpliﬂ{ﬁ;ents as a wife or a -
mother. Her indulgent parents had
procured _herveverﬁ-y; adyantage of edu-
cation, ‘and - circumftances had been
uhcomm011]y ‘faifourab'l_e to -her ‘im-
‘provement. She weas encouraged and
alfifted in the art of drawing, for which
 fhe ‘difcovered a very early talent, by -
Leonardo da Vinci ; and fhe formed her
poetical tafte  from ﬂ_;e converfatiory
and mfhu&xons of Cle rot;

her mtelie&ual accomph_{hmentsd thgrg
- was nothing by which ihe was o mu,cb,,

'dlﬁmrrulfhcd as; the uncomrnon pru-
dence of her Jtldglnents, and the un- -
alterable amiablenefs of her manners: .
- This was the woman deftined to crown
‘my . happinefs, ‘and confumniate my
mifery. If I had ncver known her, I
fhould never haye tafted. true: plea-

. fiirgee:
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fure 3 if I had been guided by her coun-
fels, I thould not have drained to the
_ very dregs the cup of anguith. =

The houfe of her feather, the marquis
de Damville, was the refort of all the
moft eminent wits and fcholars of that
period, particularly of Marot, Rabe-
lais, Erafmus and Scaliger. - This was.
my  firft inducement ‘to frequent it.
My education had infpired me with an
inextinguifhable love of literature 5 and
‘the diflipation in which I was at this
time involved, could not entirely -in-
rerrupt  the  propenfity.  The - moft
-thoughtlefs and extravagant period of -
my life ‘had occafional intervals of
ftudy and refleétion ; and the gay, ani-
mated and 'ingenious converfation of
the men I have mentioned, had always

~ _ peculiar charms for me,

d had continucd: ror. fome: time. to
vifit at the ‘marquis’s hotel, before I
encountered the beautiful - Marguerite.
4 The
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The firft time I faw her, the made a
deep impreflion upon me. The mar-
quis, who was one of the moft benevo-
lent ana enlightened of mankind, had
been led by my charaller and manners
to conceive a warm friendfhip for me.
He faw the ruin in which 1 was heed-
lefsly. invbl}viri_lg.;_.myfelf, and believed
that it was not yet.too late to fave me.
As he thought thatithere was nome-
thod fo likely to effeét my reformation
as the interpofition of = domeftic affec-
- tions, he was not uixxﬁilﬁﬁg'td\.encqiia
rage the attachment I began to feel for
his daughter. On my part I wanted
but little encouragement. I no {ooner
obferved: her ntanners, and became ac-
quainted  with her  merits, than my’
heart was unalterably fixed.. 1 became
as it were a new man. I'was like one,
~who, “after his eyes had -grown imper-
ceptibly dim, till at length  every :ob2
je& appeared indifinét and of a gloomy
i - generak
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~general hue, has his fight inftantane-
oufly reftered, and beholds the fabric of
the” univerfe in its genuine clearnefs,
brilli_anc’-y and truth. I was attonithed
at my own folly that I could fo long |
have found ' gratification in pleafures
mean and feifual. I was athamed of
my own de;rfgdu*ion I could not
¢nduze  the comyamon “hetween the
thowy, unfuoﬁannal attractions of the
women I had hitherto- frequented, and
the charms of the adorable Mar guerite.
The purity of her mind feemed to give
a celeftial bulhancy and foftnefs to.the
beauties of her peafon.” The grofs and
brutal purfuits of the debauchee are
often -indeed * defcribed by the fame
epithets as: the virtuous and refined
paffion with which I was now for the
fift time mfpned but experience
convinced me that they differed in
their mox”t efle cnual featuxes !

h‘ The
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The marquis ofaw the : flate of my
mind, and addreffed me thus.  Count,
faid he,,I feel the moft ardent friend-
fhip for you..! I am'/inexpieflibly con-
cerned for your welfare. You will be
convinced of this,, when ¥ have fur-
nithed you with the clue to my late
conduét towards you. Il regard- you,
if niof, as a ruined man, at léaft as z
man in the high road to' tuin. - Your
prefent chabits are of ’che moft danger-
ous fort ; they -appear to you perfeéily’
conformab to. principles: of / the

firiCteft honour; nay, they come re- -
commended to you by a certain’ eclat:
and. dignity Wlth Whmh they feem to
L be furrounded. I could fay to you,
Recollet yourfelf. 'Be not-mifled by
delufive appedrarices. Confider 'the.
prefent ftate “of yout fortine, and the-
ftate ‘i’ whieh - your - mothet  left it.

You cannot be xgnonant how greatly it
Is 1mpaned How, has this eircum-
: - ftance
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ftance arifen; Have your revenues
been expended in the fervice of your
country ? Have you purchafed any
thing by them that will confer on
you lafting renown ? Put together the
fum of aions, which, piece by piece,
you have been willing to regard as in-
different and innocent, if not as grace-
ful and becoming. You cannof but
be firuck with their monftrous defor-
mity. Is it poffible that you can be
ignorant of the nature of poverty?
There is fuch a thing as honourable -
poverty. - The poverty of Cincinnatus
was honourable, who  impoverithed
himfelf by paying the fine which was |
faltioufly impofed on his fon, and then
was contented to pafs his time alter-
nately between the higheft fituations
and the moft rigid fimplicity. The
poverty of a man" of genius, fuch as
Rabelais, if not honourable, is intercfi-
ing, when we compare his merits and

: 3 worth
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worth with that of many of thofe per-
fons upon whom fortune has blindly
lavifhed her favours. It is honourable,
Jf he have declined the means of en-
riching himfelf by the facrifice of his
independence and his principles. But
of all earthly things the moft contemp-
tlble, is the man who, having wafted
his gopds in riotous living, yet hungers.
after the luxuries that have proved his
bane,’ and feafts himfelf upon the fteam
of dainties of which he has Joft the
| fubftance. Poverty, always fufficiently-
difadvantageous in a degenerate age,
where attention* and courifhip “are. -
Jloled forth .with fcales of gold, is
tremendous to him. He is the fcorn
of all mankind. Wherever he is a
gueft, he is invited only to be trampied
Upon and iniulted. < He is capable of
tothing, and is a burthen to fociety and
Mankind. The helpleffnefs .of age ad-
Vances upon him with fiealing fteps,
and
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and he is ‘deftined to gather all its
miferies and none of its confolations.

I might have talked to jou thus,
but I refufed e X apprehend fome-
thing of the nature of advice. I know
that it can feldom be attended with its
genuine effeft, and will never be re-
ceived with deference and pleafure,
where its motives are capable or mif-
conftruftion. df I had talked to you
thus, I. might have appeared to be in-
dulging the tyranny of age; I might
have feemed to aflume an unbecommo
air of fuperxorlty and ‘command :
could not have been clear that I was |
Honeftly interefted in that, about which
I affeted fo much concern. I doubt
not the mcrenuou*fnefs of your nature.
T doubt not that you would have been

firuck with theé pl&ure But T muft’
be permttted to’ doeubt the adequatc‘
and lafting effe& of my expoﬁulanon ;
I was not w1llmg by my forwardnefs'

" and
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and loquacity to wear out one of
the great fprings of human improve-
mert. . : 0

I have determined on your reform.
For that purpofe I think it neceffary to
combine my remonftrances and advice,
with a change of your habits and fitua-
tion. - You have tafted largely of what
are commonly called the pleafures of
life, but there are.pleéfures that you
have not tafted. At this moment you
anticipate them, and anticipate them
with the ardour of a lover. But you
‘know not yet all the gratifications that
-attend upon domeftic affetions. ‘

I am willing to beftow upon you my
daughter. I confent to prove the pu-
rity of my advice ,_a\nd thé fincerity of
my regard,. by';__'ommlttmg her happiz.
nefs to the rifk, She is a treafure, the
equal of whlch perhaps the world does
not hold, " T fpeak not of her perfonal
attraCtions.  But in® m_?dcxﬁandmgs

Voir. 1. F accom-
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accomplifhments and virtue, I firmly
believe, no woman living can compare
witi her. In poffefling her, you will
be bleffed beyond the lot of princes.
But, at the fame time that T fhall thus
put happinefs within your grafp, re-
member that I commit ‘to your difpofal
‘the happinefs of Marguerite. You are
a worthy and an honourable man ; yodr
‘talents and your wirtues will conftitute
‘her felicity. Her portion will redeem
‘the injury ‘which your “patrimony has
fuffered from your exceffes, and you
‘will have ‘enough for yourfelves, and
for your mutual offspring. I cannot
believe, that, with fuch a dzpofit in-
trufted to you, you will confent to
bring her 'to mifery and ruin.

I have one condition however to'fti-
pulate with you. I require of you as
the pledge of her happinefs, ‘that'you
‘break off your prefent modes of life,
“that you f{eparate yourfelf from your

conneétions,
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connettions, and retire into the coun-
try upon your paternal eftate. You
are y=ttoo young to be in danger fibm
that tyranny of cuftom, which often
renders men more advanced in life in-
capable of relithing the fimple and
genuine pleafures. ¥ou will find con-
tentment and joy in the fociety of my
daughter, and in the befom-of your
rifing family. Yougwill be happy in
the circle of your own hearth, and have
little to afk of the reft of. mankind.
If, in any ill-omened and inaufpicious
moment, the allurements of your pre-
fent vices (forgive the plainnefs of my
fpecch) fliould refume their power
over you, I hope at leaft that,I {hall
never live to feeiit ; that I fhall not be
taught by bitter experience, that I have
 facrificed to ‘the ‘;“iiﬁntereﬁlednefs of my
friendthip the ‘happinefs of my daugh.
ter and of my *pof*enty ! :

IF 2 : My
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My heart weeps blood, while I re-
cord the admonitions of this noble and
generous: man. A nobler Francz did
not contain through all her boundaries !
Refined by literature, pohﬂled by the
beft fociety his age could afford, grown
grey in the field of honour, and parti-
cularly diftinguithed by the perfonal
attachment and confidence of his fo-
vereign! What was all this advice to
me! What return did I make to this
unparalleled kindnefs and friendfhip !
1 ruined this admirable woman! I in-
volved her in poverty and fhame!
With the moft favage barbarity I pre-
pared for her an immature grave ! Can
I forget this! Of what avail to me are
immortal life and immortal youth ?
Oh, Marguerite, Marguerite ! For
ever thy image haun.s me ! For ever
thy ghoft upbraide me ! How - little
have I proved myfelf worthy of fuch a

partner | Rather what punithment,
what
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what plagues, what fhame and detefta_
tion have I not deferved! Praifed be
Heaven ! the laft prayer of the marquis
of Damville at leaft was granted! He
did not live to witnefs my relapfe, my
profligacy and infanity !

I refume the " thread of my ftory,—
I fiftened to the addrefs of the marquis
with reverence and admiration. I ac-
cepted his conditions with joy. I
married his  adorable daughter, and
condutted her to my paternal eftate
in the Bourdelois. Now only it was
that I tafted of perfect. happmefs To
judge from my own experience in this
fituation, I fhould fay, that nature has
atoned foir all the difafters and miferies
fhe {o copioufly and inceffantly pours
upon her fons, by this one gift, the
tranfcendant enjoyment . and namelefs
. delights which, wherever the heart is
pure and the foul 1s refined, wait on
the attachment of two pexfons of op-
% F 3 poﬁte
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pofite fexes. My beloved Marguerite
guided and diretted me, at the fame
time that fhe was ever ftudying my
gratification. I inftruted her by my
éxperience, while fhe e—nlightened' me
by the retitude and decifion of her
tafte. Ours was a fober and digni-
fied happinefs, and its very fobriety
ferved to give it additional voluptuouf-
nels. . We had each our feparate pur-
fuits, whether for the culfivation of
our minds, or the promotion of out
mutual interefts, Separation gave wus
refpe&ablhty in each other’s eyes;.
while it p‘repatecf us to enter with frefh
ardour into fociety and converfation.
In company Wiﬂi eack: other, hours
paffed- over us, and appeared but
minutes. It has be‘en faid to bea pe-
culiar fehuty for any one to be praifed
by a ma2n who is himfelf ethinently a
fubject of praife: how. much happier
to be pnzed and loved by a perfon

worthy
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worthy of love 2 A man may be prized:

and valued by his friend; but in how

different a fiyle of fentiment from the

regaid and attachment that may reign
in the bofom, of his miftrefs. or his

wife ? Self-complacency and felf-.

{atisfaGtion: may perhaps be numbered.

~among the principal fources of con-
tentment. It is neceflary for him who.

would endure ex1ﬁence with patience,
that he fhould conceive himfelf to be:
fomethlng, that he {hould be perfuaded;
he is not a cypher in the muﬁer roll of
man. How bitter is  the ancrmﬂl we
are fometimes. doomed to fuftain i
this refpedt from the marks we receive:
of other men’s indifference and con-
tempt? To feel that we are loved by:
one whofe love we have deferved, to, -
. be employed i 10 the mutual enterchange
of the marks c¢f this love, habitually
to ﬁudy the happir refs of one by whom
our happmefs 1s fludied in return, this
F 4 _ is
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is the moft, defirable, as it is the ge'-
nuine and unadulterated condition of
human nature. I muft have fome one
to {ympathife with; I cannot bear to
be cut off from all relations; I defire
to experience a confidence, a concord,
an attachment, that cannot rife be-
tween common acquamtauce In every
ftate we long for fome fond bo-
fom op which to reft our weary head,
fome fpeaking eye with which to ex-'
change the glances of 1nte1hcrence and
affeltion. Then the foul warms and
expands itfelf; then it (huns the ob-
fervation of every other beholder; then
it melts’ with feelings that are inex-
preflible, but that the heart under-
ftands without the aid of words, then
the eyes fwim with rapture; then
the frame ]anguifhes with enjoyment ; .
then the foul burns witl. fire ; then the
two' perfons thus blef, are 1o longer
two, diftance vanifhes,” one thought
| : animates,
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animates, ohe mind informs them.
Thus love aéts; thus it is ripened to’
perfeltion ; never does man feel himfelf
fo much alive, fo truly etherial, as
when, burfting the bonds of diffidence,
uncertainty and referve, he pours him-
{elf entire into the bofom of the woman
he adores. ;

Marguerite de Damville was parti-
cularly ‘diftinguifhed from every othet
woman I ever knew. by the jhﬁnefs
of her tafte and the vividnefs of her
feelings. = This circumftance. was a
fund of inexhauftible delight and im--
provement to me. We were both of
us well acquamted -with the moft emi-
nent poets and fine writers of modern
times. But, when we came to read
them together, thcy prefented them-

felves in a pomt of view'in' Whlch they
~ had never been {feen by us “hefore. It
is perhaps more. 1mportant .that poetry
and every thing that excites the ima-

b gination
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gination or appeals to the heart, thould
be read in folitude than in {fociety.
But the true way to underftand our
author in thee cafes, is to employ each
of thefe modes in fucceflion. The
terrible, the majeftic, the voluptuous
and the melting, are all of them in a
confiderable degree affairs of fympa-
thy, and we never Judge of them {o
infalibly or with fo much fatisfattion,
as when, in the prefence of each othcr,
the emotion is kindled in either bofom
at the fame inftant, the eye-beams,
pregnant with fentiment and meaning,
involuntarily meet and mingle, the
voice of the reader becomes modulated
by the ideas of his author, and that of
the hearer, by an accidental interjec-
tion of momentary comment or ap-
plaufe, confeﬁ'es its accord. It was
in this manner that we read together
the admirable fonnets of Petrarch, and
paffed in review the fublime effufions

of
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of Dante. The letters of Eloifa to
Abelard afforded us fingular delight.
We fearched into the effufions of the
Troubadours, and,.among all their ab-
{urdities and inequality, we found a.
wildnefs, a daring pouring forth of the
foul, an unpruned richnefs of imagina-
tion, and from time to time a grandeur ‘
of, conception and audacious eccentri-
city of thought, that filled us with un-
looked for tranfport. At other times, -
when not regularly engaged in this
fpecies of re-ading, we would repeat
paffages to ecach other, communicate
the difcoveries of this fort that either
had made in folitude, and point out
unobferved beauties, that perhaps nei-
ther of us would have remarked, but
for the fuggeftions of the other. It is
impofliblc for two perfons to be con-
ftituted fo much alike, but that one of
them fhould have a more genuine and _
* 1nﬁan.taneous relith for one fort of ex-
; F 6 - cellence,
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cellence, and another for. another.
Thus we added to each other’s fiores,
and acquired a largenefs of conception
and liberality of judgment that neither
- of us would have arrived at, if feparate.
1t is difficult to imagine how prolific
this kind of amufement proved of true
happinefs. ~We ‘were mutually de-
lighted to remark the accord of our .
feelings, and flill, more {o, as we per-
ceived that accord to be hourly in-
creafing, and what ftruck either as a
blemifh in the other, wearing out and
difappearing.  We were alfo led by
the fame means to advert to the powers
of mind exifting in-each, theirettitude
- of judgment and delicacy of feeling.
As our attachment. hoully increafed;:
we rejoic di’?c m this rec1procatlon of
benefits, whi. ‘é.each ‘gave or received .
fomething that added to value of mind

I and Worth of charaer,  Mutual efteem

:Was mceffantly kept ahve, and mutual
£ cfteemn
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theatre. It may be, that Marguerite
could, and ought by infenfible degrees,
to have rooted out this difeafe of my
mind. But I'am concerned only with
the ftatement of fafts; and I know
that no fuch thing was the effe¢t of our
intercourfe,

This abfurd pafﬁon dld not however
at this time lead me to any fatal ex-
tiemities. It contented itlelf with the -
frivolous gratification reful}tmg froun 2
certain pottion of oftentation and €x-
pence. I maintained a confiderable
train of fervants. = My apartments were
magﬁi‘ﬁcelut, -and my furniture {plen-
did. When we travelled, it was with
an attendance little thort of princely.
Idiot that I was, to 1egard this as an.
addm@n to the genuine pleafures which
T have above enumerated | When we
were at home, every accidental gueft
was received and entertained with ex- ;
traordinary pomp, a pomp not direted

: » 4
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' to add to his accommodation, but that
was defigned to leave him imprefled
with aftonifhment and admiration  at
the fpirit of his hoft. Often indeed
did I feel this of’centatlon an incum-
brance. Often d1d I 1an0u1ﬂ1 for the
cafe and freedom Wthh refult from a
mediocrity of c1rcumﬂz»a,nces But this
I called, doing honour: .my anceftors

]and my country, and yindicating the
conuderaﬁon ‘due to the houfe of St.
Leon. S

To quit this pamful recolleéhon—-
A circumftance which tended at this
time to fill the meafure of - my hg. pi-
nefs, confifled in: th,bﬂéar pledges
which Marguerite bore me of our mu-
tual affeétion. It is Ampoﬁ‘lble for him

»who has not cxperlenced 1tto concelve

the accumulation Whlf‘h a genulne ten-

"dernefs derives from this fource. ‘The

\difficulties are many, that attend upon

pregnancy, trxﬂes are at that period

~ ‘ . fources
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fources of fatigue and injury; it is ne-
ceffary that the perfon fhould be pro-
tetted, and the mind tranquil. We
love: to watch over a delicite plant,
that appears to call for all our anxiety
and attention. There is in. this cafe
the f{entiment, witaout the repulﬁve
Cucumﬂ:ances, that attends upon our
fympathy with dangerous and alarm-
ing difeafe. I\Iarguerlte, by her fenfi-
bility and gromn«r attachment, abund-
antly rewarded my cares. At length the
critical penod arrives, thn an event
{o extraordinary occurs, as cafinot fail
to put the human frame in confidera-
ble Jeopardy.__ Never fhall I forget
the interview between us immediately
fubfecuuent to her firft parturition, the
effufion of foul with® which we met
‘each other. after all danger feemed to
have fubfided, " thc kindnefs which
animated wus, increafed as it was by
ideas of peril and fuffering, the facred .

¥ , fenfanqn‘__:."
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' fenfation with which' the mother pre-
fented her infant to her hutband, or
the complacency with' which we read
in each ‘other’s eyes a common fenti-
ment of melting tendernefs and invio-
lable attachment ! .
~ This, fhe feemed to, fay, is the joint
. refult of our comm n affeCtion. It
partakes equally of both, and is the
fhrine in which our fympathies and our
life have been poured: t@‘“c;her, never ta
be feparated Let other loyers teftify
their enoagements by prefe" and to-
kens; we record and ﬁamp our attach-
ment in this: precmus meature, a crea-
ture of that fpecies which is more ad-
mirable thaa any thmtr elfe the world
has to boaft, a creature fufoeptlble of
in, 6ffaffeu10n and love,
of fentlment and femcy, of Wlfdo’?”
. virtue, Thlb creatare will daxly ﬁ’and in
need of an aid we fhad dehght to afford 5
will require our meditations and exer-
‘ . tions
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tions to forward its improvement, and
confirm its merits and its worth. We
thall each blend our exertions for that
purpofe, and our umon, confirmed by
this common objed of our labour and
affeétion, will every day become more
facred and ind’iﬁblublé —All this the
prefent weaknefs of my beloved Mar-
guerite woulii¥ior satlow ‘her to fay.
But all this occurred to my refle€tions;
and when Wem}had time tranquilly to -
compare our recolle@ion of the event,
it plainly appeared. that in all this our
hearts and conceptions had moft truly
fympathlfbd
The pofefling a thlrd ob)c& a com-
mon centre of ‘anxiety: to both, is far
from weakening the regard of fuch a
couple, for each othm It does not
feparate or divert them, it is a_new
link of conneE‘non.w Each is attached
to it the more for the fal e of either;
each regards it as a fort of branch or
At fcion; .
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fcion, reprefenting the parent; each
rejoices in its health, its good humour,
its fmilesi¥its . “inereafe in: fize, -in
firength and ‘in: faculties, principally
from the idea of the gratification they
will communicate to the other. Were
it not for this 1dea, were it poflible the
pleafure fhould mnot be mutual, the
fentiment would - be ‘firipped of its
principal elevation and refinement; i
would - be compqratwely cold felfith,
fohtal y and inane.

* Inthe firft ten years of our marriage
my wife brought me five children, two
fons and three daughters. The fecond
fon only died in his infancy. My pre-
dominant paffion at this time was that
of domeftic pleafures and employments,

and I devoted myfelf, jointly with the

mother, to the cultivation of the minds
of my children. They all in a confi-
derable degree rewarded our care 5
they were all amiable. Taught by the

example
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humour -would efcape. I know not’
whether all the family were not more’
attached to the little Marguerite than/
to any other individual member, as fhe §
certainly ofteneft - contributed to their |
amufement and pleafure.—Such was
the amiable circle, one and all of whom
have been involved by me in the moft
tremendous,rﬁi?h and difgrace, :
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that to rhy fobered fenfe appeared. in a
manner perpendicular, and only pre-
ferved my life, with a fort of inborn
and uneleive care, by catching at the
roots and fhrubs which . occafionally
broke the fteepnefs of the defcent. T,
hung over the tops of rocks {till - more
fearful in their declivities, and ' courted
the giddinefs and whirl of fpirit which.
fuch fpeétacles are accuftomed to pro-
duce. I could not. refolve to' die:

death had too many charms to-fuit the
{clf-condemnation that purfued me. I

found a horrible fatisfation in deter- §

mining to live and to avenge upon .my-
{eIf the guilt I had incurred. I 'was far
from imagining that the evils I had yet

fuffered, were a mere fport and often- §

tation of mifery, compared “vith thofe
that were in referve for me.

The ftate of mind I am here de-
feribing, was not madnefs, nor fuch as
could be miftaken for madnefs. Ine-

ver 'f
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ver forgot-myfelf, and what I was. 1
was never in that delirium of thought,

‘in which the patient is reftlefs and ac-

tive without knowmg what it ‘is that
he does, and from Whlch when roufed,

‘he fuddenly ftarts, fhakes off the dream
.that engaged him,and ftands aftonifh-
ed at himfelf. Mine wasa rage,. gulded

and - methodifed ‘by the difcipline of

defpair. I burft into no fits of raving ;
I attempted no injury to any one.
‘Marguerite therefore could not recon-

cile herfelf to ‘th:,e placing ‘me under J
any ‘reftraint. T frequently returned

.. hgme, with my clothes fmeared with

the foil, and torn by the briars. But
my family foon became accuffomed to
my. returmng in perfonal fafctv; and

therefore, ‘whatever was the uneafinefs
my wife felt from my excurfions, fhe
- preferréd the enduring it, to the idea
of impofing onme any fpecies of yio-

lence‘ o _‘
) S The
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The ftate of my family prefented a
fingular = contraft with that of its
~head. Marguente was . certam]y not
infenfible  to the oppofition between
‘herformer nd her prefent mode of
life ; but fhe fubmitted to- the change
with fuch an tnaffeted chearfulnefs
and compofure as might have extorted
- admiration from malignity itfelf. - She
- would perhaps have difmifled front her -
thoughts all retrofpe& to our former -
'orandeur, had not_the dejeéhon and |
defpair that feemed to have taken pof- 1
feflion of my mind, forc1bly and con- :
tinually recalled it. to her  memory.
For my fuﬂ%rmgs I am well aﬁ‘ured"
fhe felt the trueft fvmpathy , but there
~was one confideration attendmg them'
that imperioufly compelled her to taikx
her fortitude. They deprived me of;
the ability of in any degree pTogxdmg y
for and fupermtendnw my family; it

_be(.ame therefore incumbent upen her
¥ to {

RS il

L i
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not amply fupply to Charles. his lofs of

an education in the, univerfity of Paris. -

The love of order, the .alivity, .the
induftry, the chearfulnefs of, let me
fay, this  illuftrious matron, became
contagious to all the inhabitants of my

. roof. Once and again have I ftolena,

glance: at them, or viewed them from
a diftance bufied, fometimes gravely,
fometimes gaily, in the plain, and have
whifpered to my burfting heart, How
miferable am I! how happy they! So
infurmountable is the barrier that di-
-vides innocence from guilt! They

may breathe the fame air; they may -
dwell under the fame roof; they may
be of one family and one blood; they
may aflociate with each other every -
day an! every hour; but they can
never a{ﬁrhilate, never have uny genu-
ine contaét, Is there a,hagpierf:'family >

than mine .in all the vallies of this far-
famed republic? Is there -a family
: "~ more’

- ®
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more virtuous, or more cultivated with

all the refinements that conduce to the
true dignity of man? I, T enly am

its burtheu, and its ﬁaln' The plea-
fure with which I am furrounded on:

‘every fide, finds a repeﬂent quality in
«my heart that will not fuffer its ap-
proach. - To whatever is connefted
with me I communicate misfortune..

Whenever I make my appearance,
thofe countenances that at all other
~ times fpoke contentmen/t and hilarity»
fall into fadnefs. Llfe a_peftilential
wind, I appear to breathe blaft to the

frmts of naﬁre, and Yicklmefs to its
afpe& s hh 'x:;.,. ' .

ob,, acy of my malady My Regmald §
my Iove v faid fhe, ceafe to be unhappy,.
et to reproach yourfelf! You were
tafh in the experiment you made upon
the refources of your family. But have
. : L. 5. you:
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zerland, but whmh‘ greatly exceeded -’
bited

anly thmg I had .evei .
in a bufinefs of ¢ e W’e found
that, though a pes of a harveft
were annibﬂ%té’d", ]

ence. The tigl

before. ‘Fhe
rithed, but ha
tional fertrh‘ey from ﬂﬁxg effe&ts e)f the
ftorm. What we had Ioft‘ Was ’

a certaﬁn degree ef ‘care and fcopé in |}
our cxternal 01rcum&ances~m1ght eaﬁly

prmjmp_le

we were not def-
titute of the inflanf means of fubfifi-

2 rather denvggl addl- |

But the -

-
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prmcxple of fupply was demed 5. Kt
- was 7”ﬂh conﬁderable difficulty that
; all the economy of Marguerite had en-
~ abled her to fu ~our family efta-
 blithment, while: every thing of this

‘we were totally
It compelled

s to a ‘complet 4

falrs

g

provedv of the greateﬁ nmportance in
o they Were natives of

b Aby mcl@menf feafons and t’.' mpeﬁs, is

; by o means unfrequent ; and it is

‘,_;plent*lfuI years,

bhc mava‘-"i’ines,
< e

; that
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termined to prattife, whatever. pangs,
my refignation might coft me.

We pro:ceede_d' without _ hefitation
in the direGion we had refolved to
purfue. Our wholé journey exceeded
the fpace of forty leagues in extent,
and the expen ’:‘neceﬁ‘arﬂy attendant
upon_ it, (ou mily, even after its
reduttion, confifting of no. lefs than
fix perfons) drained our purfe of a
great part of '!he money which had
been fupplied to us by the benevolent,
fenator. But he had avreed to- under-
take the dlfpoﬁng of the property we.
were obllged to leave behmd us, and_
in the mean txme, lf -any confiderable
mterval occurred before that was ac-
comphfhed\_" o’furmfh us, Wlth the fums.
it " be nece fla ; for. our fub-
ﬁﬁence. VVe pIaced the utmoft reli-
.ance  upon his’ fidelity, and difmiffed
from our .minds all anxjety’ refpeting
the mterval which our banithment had

interpofed
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mté?pogad,betwween'us;and the refourccs
; neceﬁ'asy for our ﬁﬁ’ure‘ {ettlement.
- Upon our amval Conflance, we
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v of aﬁm‘éﬁic affeg-
'efe, thjlt may be
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# the brilliant and confolatory prof-

pects of life feemed for ever clofed |

upon me, I at firft regarded my ap-
proaching diffolution_with complacen-
cy, and longed to be releafed from a
feries of woes, in‘which I had been

originally involved by my own folly.

This frame of mind however was of

no great duration ; the more nearly I

contemplated ‘the idea of feparation

from thofe L. loved, the fmaller was

my reﬁgnatxon I was unwﬂhng to
quit thofe dear obje&ts by which I ftill
held to this mortal fcene; I fhrunk |

with averﬁon from that barner Whlch

feparates us from all that is new, - myf— _

terious and ftrange. Another train of ¢
ideas fucceeded this, and 1 began to £

defpife - myfelf for my 1mpat1ef1ce and

cowardice. It Was by my vices that
my family was involved in a long

train - of misfortunes; could T fhrink

from partaking what I had not feared
to creatq__bfg_ﬂI‘he greater Were the ad-

ST
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myfelf to recolleét in a methodical way
the ftate of my affairs; for the feverity
of my illnefs. had at length fucceeded

to banifh from me all ideas and feel- -

ings, but what related to the fenfa-
tions it produced and the objects
around me; and it was not without ’
effort that I could once more fully call
to mind the fcenes in which I had been
engaged. The truth then by regularn
degrees rofe completely to view; and
I began to be aftonithed that my poor
wife and children had been able in any
manner to get through ithe horrible
evils to which they muﬁ have been €X-
pofed. This thought I revolved in my |
mind for near two hours; and, the
longer I dwelt upon it, the more per-
turbed and reftlefs I grew. . At length
it became impoffible for me to hold
my contemplations pent up in my own
bofom. I turned to __Mai’guerite, and
afked her, whether the were afleep.
e ol e She

ST
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She anfwered in the negative : fhe

. bad been remarking my reftleffnefs,

f

"and tenderly enquirinor refpeéling its

caufe.

How long, faidI, is it fince I was
taken with the fever ?

A month to-morrow, replicd fhe.
It was of the moft malignant and dif-
treﬁinar kmd while it lafted, and I
did not expeét you tolive. But it has
left you é;‘\gfdftnight and I hope, Re-
gmald you ﬁnd yourfelf gettmg ftrong

e agam T3 s ﬁg- A

And fo We are here in- Conﬁance,
and we. haveleft Sw1tzerland*b— ?

‘Three inonths, my lsavel '

I remember very well the letter we
received from menfieur Grlmfild has
any further mtelhvence reached us
from that quarter? %

None ‘ e

None ! No fupply of any kmd
has reached you 5 o :
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Oh, Reginald ! it was neceflary, you
~ know, that 1 fhould keep myfelf alive.
- But, I affere you, I have robbed them

-as liitle as I could !
Horrot, horror! Marguerite, what
is it you dream of? I fee my wife and
 children dying of hunger, and y»u talk
‘to me of hope and of profpetts | Why
has this detail of miferies been con-
cealed from_ me! Why have I been
{uffered, with accurfed and unnatural
appetite, to feed on the vitals of all I
loye 188w n o 5

Reginald ! even felfithnefs itfelf
wo'uld have taught us that! It is to
your recovery that we look for our
future fupport ! : o

Mock me n8t, 1 adjure you, with
fenfelefs words ! You talk idly of the
hlture, Whlle the tremendoua prefent
bars all’ profpé@c to that future! We
are penfhmg by mches' _We havegno
p10v1ﬁon for the commg day I No, nos

SO - \?;‘;g;:;- & ; fomethmof
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no anfwer to rr;y memorial, and’ then
he informed me, that you had been fo
fhort a tinle' in employ, that nothing
‘eoutd be done for. you. But to-day I
will throw myfelf at the feet of the
blfhop himfelf, who arrived laft night
only from the other fide of the lak2.
Every word that \(arguet‘lte uttered,
went to my heart. It was not long
before the dawn of the day, and the
truths I had heard were fiiiﬂ'ther con-
firmed to me by the organ of fight.
_The fentiments of this mght produced
a total revolution in me, and I was no
longer the feeble ke “Valefcent that the
fetting fun, of the W » _mg ‘day had
left me. The film Was removed from
my eyesLalld I furvex ed not the @hje&s ,
around me with a glafly eye . and un-
apprehen‘ive obfervat\og* All ‘the
powers I po(feffed were . a}eft 'anda in
3 o
qmotion. To my fufpi : -
rxed gaze: tbe apartment appeared’
B ﬁrlpped‘
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firipped of its moveables, and left
naked, a manfion in which for defpa'ix:)
to take up his abode. My children
approached me; I feemed to read thé
wan and emaciated traces of death in.
their countenances. This perhaps was
- in fome degree the pamtmcr of my t00
confcious thoughts. - But there needed |
no exaggeration to a_waken,torture._m
my bofom, when, thus flimulated, T
obferved for the firft time the dreé‘d'fu'lij*{'
change that had taken place in Mar-
guerite. Her colour was gone; her q
cheeks were funk; her eye had the |
qulcknefs and dlfcompofure exp;eﬁive
of debility. I took hold of her hand,
and found 1t cold, emaciated and white.
I prefled it to my lips with agony; a

tean? unbldden fell from my eye, and
refted uponu it Havmb fizithed my
examination, .5 took my hat, and was
,haﬁenmg to e cape into the fireet.
Marguurlte noted my ‘motions, and
s : anx:ouﬂy.
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anxioufly interpofed to prevent my
defign. She laid her hand on my arm,
‘gently, yet in a manner full of irrefift-
; i‘b]e expéﬁu_lation.

‘Where would you go? What have
you purpofed? Do not,—Oh, do not,
defiroy a family, to whom your, life,
- your fobriety and prudence are indif-
penﬁble'

I took her hand within both mine.
Compofe yourfelf my love! I have
- been - your enemy too much all:eady, to
be capable NOW; : {o much as in thoutrht,
of adding to my gullt' iq need an in-
terval for. muﬁng“ "*’d determmatlon
I w1ll return in-a pi y {h O
and you fhall be the "conﬁ&ent of my
thoughts !~ « s

With wild _and 1mpat1ent fﬁ'*lt I
repafled 1n- 1dea the vl ,}nﬁory':-‘ of
my hfe dwelt i




ficent ..beriefa@trr,
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diffentions which religious broils at
that time fpread in Conflance, fhe was
fufpefted of prefling thus earnefily to-
wards the perfon of the bifhop with ne
good defign, and in fine ‘was rudely
thruft out of the palace. She had
not recovered from the agitation into
which fhe had been thrown, when I
met her. ];fe'werly enquired into the
caufe of her apparent diftrefs ; but fhe
thook her head mournful]y, and was
filent, I cafily underfiood where fhe
had been, and the fallure of her expc-
riment, -

All then, faxd I is at an end.
Now, Marguerite, you muft give up
your experimenté, and leave to me the
cure of evils of which I only am the
author. 1 will return this inftant to
the garden*o‘f the palace, 1nd refume
the fituation I formerly occupied.

- For God’s fake, Reginald, what is

'1t you mean? You have juft acquired

o RN g A & firength
L e
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firength to feek the benefit ‘of _air,
The leaft exertion fatigues you. At
 this momént, the little walk you have
* taken has covered you with perfpira-
tion. You could not dig or ftoop for
a quarter of an hour without being ut-
terly exhaufted. x
Marguerite,_ I will not fit down
 tamely, and fee my family expire. In
many cafes it is rcafonable to bid a
valetudinarian take care of himfelf, -
‘Bute our fituation is beyond that. I
muft do fomething. “Extraordinary
circumftances often bring along with
them «extraordinary firength.  No man
knows, till the experiment, what he
is capable of effeting. © I feel at this
moment no debility; and I doubt not
that the defpair of my mind will give
redoubled energy to my efforts. :
While I fpoke thus, I was confé"}ms}s;
that I had- little more than the frength
of a new-horn child. = But I could not.
Vor.L: P endure
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endure at fuch a time to remain in
inaétivity. _ I felt as much afhamed of
the debilita ,ted ftate in which my fever
had left me, as I could have done of
the “ moft inglorious effeminacy .and
cowardice of foul. I was determined
to relieve my family, or perith in the
attempt. If all my efforts were vain,
I could not better finith my career,
than exhaufted, finking, expiring un-
der a laft exertion to difcharge the du-
ties of my ftation, :
We returned into the houfe. Mar-
guerite took from a clofet the laft rem-
nant of provifions we had, the pur-
chafe of poor Charles’s labour of th«
preceding day. There was d general
conteft who fhould efcape 'from re-
celving any part in the diftributior
Charles had withdrawn him&lIf, and
was not to be found. Julia endez
voured to abfcond, but wis ftopped
by Louifa and her mother. She ha’
e ; wept



w»
B
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“wept fo much, that inanition *feemed «
more dangerous for her, th.an per}xaps
for any other of the circle. No one
can conceive, who has not felt it, how
affeting a conteft of this kind muft

 , Aappear to me, fenfible as I was to the

. danger that their virtue and geénerous

7 affetion were the prelude only to their

. common deftru&tion. I faid, There

| iwas a general conteft who fhould avoid

_all fhare in the diftribution; but I

“recolleét that the little Marguerite,

* two years and a half old, exclaimed at

firft, I am fo hungry, mamma! Bat,

| watching, as fhe carefully did, every

Jung that paﬂ'ed fhe prefently laid

“down her bread upon the table, in fi-

‘lence, and almoft untouched ; and,

- oeing afked, Why fhe did {o.? ke re-

' ﬂhed in a tone of fpeaking fenfibility,

‘hanL you, I am not hungry now !

ThlS fcgne made an lmpreﬂion on

£ y mind, never to be forgotten. It

3 P'g 5§ %% blafted
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blafted znd corrupted all the pulfes of
my toul. A little before, I had recon~

ciled myfelf to poverty; I liad even °*
brought myfelf to regard it with -
chearfulnefs., But the fentiment‘ was

now reverfed. I could endure it, I
gould Zeel myfelf againft its attacks;

but never from this hour, in the wild-

eft paroxyfms of enthufiafm, has it

~ been the topic of my exultation or my
I panegyric. ~ No change of circum-
ftances, no inundation of wealth, has
had the power to obliterate from my
recolleétion what Ithen faw. A family
perifhing w1th hunger, all thatis
deareft to you in the world finking

under the moft dreadf&l of. all the

fcouxges with which this {ublunary
{cene i ever afflited ; no help near;
no profpeét but of ftill accu:mulatmg r
 diftrefs ; a death, the floweft, yet the -
moft certain and the moﬁ: agomzmg,_i;j
| < that can befal us; no, - there is no—'i

; : i th‘mg o
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‘thing that ha9 power to ]Cl]d all athe.
firings of the heart like thls! From
« this moment, the whole %t of my
feehngs was changed. Avarice de-
fcended, and took poffeflion of my
foul. Haunted, as I perpetually was,
by images of the plague of famine,
~ nothing appeared to me fo valuable as
Wealth nothlno {o defirable as to be
placed at the utmoft poflible diftance
~ from want. An appetite of this kind
~ is infatiable ; no diftance feems fuffici-
;'”c;‘nt']j? great ; no obftacles, mountains
on mountains of gold, appear.an ade-
quafe fecurity to bar from us the ap-
proach of the monfter we dread.
.While oI fpeak  of the fentiments
- which in . the fequel Were generated in
my mind by what I'now faw, 1 zm
{ufpending “my narrative in a crifis at
E;'ﬁwhicb a’ family,'intereﬁing, amiable
'~ and virtuous, is reduced to the lowelt
ftate of humlhatwn and diftrefs. :
: o'P 3oy They &

a9
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They are moments like -thefe, that
harden the human heart, and fill us with

inextinguifl.able hatred and contempt |

for our fpecies.. They tear off the

trappings and decoration of polithed _':
focicty, and fhow it in all its hideouf-

nefs. The wanton eye of pampered

pride pleafes itfelf with the fpettacle of
cities and palaces, the flately column |
and the fwelling arch. It obferves at
hand the bufy fcene, where all are oc- |
cupied in the various purfuits of plea-
{ure or indufiry, and admires the con-
cert, the wide-fpreading confed’eracy,_:"‘-‘
by means of which each after his wode |
1s unconfcioufly promoting the objeéts |
of others. - Cheated by the outfide of |
things, we denominat- this a vaft com-
bination for general benefit.  The |
poor and the famifhed man contem- |

plates the fcene with other thoughts.

‘Unbribed to admire and applaud, he
feesin it a confederacy of hoftility and |
general |
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general oppreffion. He feesevery man
purfuing his felfith ends, regardlefs of
the wants of others. He Zes himfelf
_ contemptuoully: driven from the circle,
where the reft of his fellow-citizens
are bufily and profitably engaged. He
lives in the midft of a erowd, Jwithout
one friend to feel an intereft in his
-welfare. He lives.in- the midft of
plenty, from the participation of which
he is driven by brutal menaces and
violence. No man who has not been
pldced in his fituation, can imagine
the fenfations, with which, overwhelm-
ed as he is with doxﬁeﬁic ruin and
defpair, he beholds the riot, the pro-
digality; the idiot oftentation, the
“fenfelefs expe..ce, with which he is
furrounded on every fide. What were
we to-do? Were we to beg along
the ftleets? Were we to intreat for
- wretched offals at rich men’s doors? -
: 'Alas, thlS, it was to be feared, even if

‘i

we |
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we ftooped to the ‘miferable attempt,
inft:ad of fatisfying wants for ever new,
would only-prolong in the bitternefs
of anguith the fate for which we were
referved ! 2
An unexpefted relief at this tim
prefented itfelf. ~ While the fcant
meal I have mentioned was yet un
finithed, a letter was- prefented me in:
clofing under its cover a bill of onc
- hundred crowns. The letter was fron
Bernardin, the faithful fervant, whom wt
had found it neceflary to difmifs th2e
months before, when we quitted ou
refidence in Switzerland. It informe
us that, as foon as he had parted frgﬁ
us, he had fet out on his return to h|
native town, next adjacsnt to my pi
ternal refidence, that he found hisfi
ther had died a fhort time before, aq
that, from the fale of his effelts, 11
had reaped an inheritance, to triﬂ
the amount of the fum he had n
forwardL
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forwarded to" us. He had Idard by
~ accident of the death of our friend in
7 Switzerland, and the charater of his
. fucceflor, and dreaded that the confe-
. . quences might prove highly injurious
_ to us. He had ftill fome bufmefs to
" fettle with the furviving branthes of
his family, but that would be over in a
tew weeks, and then, if we would allow
him, he would return to hisi dear maf-
“ ter, and afford us every affiftance in
his _power. The little property that
‘had now fallen to hmr wouldsprevent
him from being a “burthen, and he
wolild hire a {pot of land, and remain
near us, if we refufed him the confola-
tion of returning to his former em-

/" ployment. :
‘What a reproach was S it to me, that,
defcended  from one of the moft
illuftrious families in Europe, the
heir of am ample patrimony, and re-
| celving a fiill larger fortune in mar-
. , Tiage,
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riage, I fhould, by the total neglett and
profligate defiance of the duties ir-

- cumbent on me, have reduced myfelt
fo low, as to be indebted to a peafart
and a menial for the means of faving
my family from inftant deftrution '
This was a deep and fatal wound to the
pride of my foul. There was however
no alternative, no pofﬁblhty of rejeli-
ing the fupply afforded us at fo event- :

' ful a moment. We determined to ui= 4

it for the prefent, and to repay it yith |

the earlieft opportunity; and in the :
followmg week, in fpite of the remon-, !
firances of Marguerite, the yet feehle

fiate, of my health, and the penattics 1
annexed to the proceeding, T fet off

for the canton of, Soleme, determin
if poffible, to wreft the little ftaff ¢
my family from the hand that" fo bafel

* detained it.

Sy paffed through Zurich 2nd a P

of the canton of Bafle w1thout obfta-

g




g s STAAT LEON. 523
»ﬁa’~

vcle ‘thefe parts of S\Vltzerland had

§m0t fuffered from the calamity which
“had occafioned our exile. In pro-
‘“ceeding further, T found it neceflary
go affume a difguife, and to avoid large
~ towns and frequented roads. Lreach-
cd at length the well known fcene in
which I had fo lately confumed twelve
 months of my hh., in which I firft
- began to breathe (to breathe, not to
be refrefhed) from ruin, - ‘beggary and
exilc. There was no pleaﬁng recol-
« leQtion annexed to this fpot; it was a
: rem.embranccr of fhame, forrow and
| remorfe.  Yet, fuch is the power of
.~ objelts once familiar, revifited after
| abfence, that w7 eye ran over them
[ with delight, I felt lightened frcm the
"wearmefs of the Journey, and found
E that the recolletion of pains paft over
| and fubdued was capable of being

'jmade a f{ource of gratification. The
LR mountams among which I had wan-
dered,
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dored, and confumed, as it were, the laft ’
dregs of my infanity, firrounded me ;
the path in which I was travelling led
along -one of their fidges. 1 had per- '
formed this part of my journey by
night; and the firft gleams of day now ,
began to fireak the horizon. I'looked -
towards the cottage, the diftant view of -
which had fo often, in moménts of the
deepeft defpair, awakened in my heart
the foothings of fympathy and affec-
tion. I faw that as vet it remainod in
its forlorn condition, and had under-
gone mo repair; while the lands
around; which had lately experienced }1
the fuperintendence of l\larvuemte
had met with more sttentios, and be- |
gan to refume the marks of culture.
I ﬁghed the return of* thofe days
and tha ﬁtuatnon, which, while pre-
fent to me, hﬁel pafled unhe\.ded and

unenjoyed.

aotaiin v.a‘_s =

?' I repaxred |

Y
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EX

\
Le

: ) § repaired to the houfe of ‘.n.x'y,,lg:e

[ protettor, now the refidenee of mon-

fieur Grimfeld. He was a meagre,

* fhrivelled figure; and, though fcarcely

arrived at the middie of human life,

\exhibited all the marks of a prema-

tare old age. I difclofed myfelf fo. -

_ him, and began warmly to expoftulate

with him upon the. profligacy of his
condutt. He changed colour, and be-
trayed  fymptoms of confulion, the
monknt I announced myfelf.  While
I prefled him with the barbarity of his

Acorigl_u&, ‘the dreadful effe@s it had

already - produced, and the incontefij-

ble-juftice: of my claim, he flammjer-

ed, and began t~ propofe terms of ac-
commodation. During this converfa-
tion we were alone. After fome time

o howgzvg;' ‘a fervant entered the room,
. and the countenance of the maiter af-
: f\?med' aﬂr"e’ere;ﬁ]on of fatisfattion and

(. o

(,,:{‘LVOL. ik : Q % . qo[}J ;

-
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coufidence. He eagerly feized on the
occafion which prefented itfelf, and.
inftantly changing his tone, called os

his fervant to affift him in fecuring a

criminal againft the ftate. I at fir

refifted, but Grimfeld, perceiving this, +
applied to his bell with great vehe-
mence, and three other fervants made
their appearance, whofe employment
was in the field, but who had now ae=
cidentally come into the houfe for re=
frehment. I had arms; but I found
it 1mpra€t1cab1e to et my ‘efcape; |
~ and I foon felt that, by yielding to the =
impulfe of indignation, and pumﬁ;n
ing Grimfeld on the fpot for his peis
- fidy, I might ruln, but could not fai
~ ward, -the affair in which I Was -

~ gaged. . & 4
I was conduted to prifon ;*and té
 thoughts produced in me by this fud-"
den reverfe, were extremely melai: |

g
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R
choly and . difcouraging.  Grimfeld-
‘was a man of opulence and power; I
. was without friends, or ‘the means of
& procuring friends. The law exprefsly
§|  Condemned my return; and what had
* Linot to fear from law, when®abetted
‘and inforced by the hand of :power? I
- might be 1mpr1foned for ten years; I
. might be imprifoned for life. 1 be-
: &n earneftly to with that T had re-
~mained ‘with my’ famlly, and ‘given: up
leaft all prefent hopes of redrefs.
would be a dreadful accumulation
all ‘my ‘calamities, if now at laft -
nd ‘my -children were deftined to
er, ‘p'erhaps to perith, in a ﬁate'
fifeparation ; and the laft confolations
the wretched, thofe of {uffering, fym-
ifing and condoling with each -
ler, were denied us. -
ull of ¢hefe tragical forebodings, I
w myfelf at fift on the floor of
Qe s






2 ,ﬁh the lmeper of the prlfon “He -
o7 5 F%}ad fome. tecolle@ion of me, and a .
'f il ‘more diftin&t one of my family.
ng cencurred with the general fentl-’
_ ment 'm:’g ftrong averfion to the
; ogf Grimfeld. As I prefled
, the hardfhip of my cafe,
1 confequences with which -
it mlcht be attended, 1. could per-
‘~ce1ve that he fully entered into the
feehncr with Wthh 1 withed him to
~ be Impreﬂ"ed He blamed my ra{_h-
- nefs in returning to Switzerland in de-
- fia’ce of the pofitive prohibition that -
had+ been iffued; but promifed at all
“events that my paper fhould be deh—
1 vered to the prendent to-morrow moga—
dng. ‘ . :
=k rema.med three days WLthout an
;f anfwer, and thefe days were to'me an
fetermty ~[ anticipated every kind of'

4 mlsfortune o1 beheved that -law and
e mahce




v of eqult}ﬂ At length however I
_ delivered from my apprehentons and
perplexity, ‘and fummoned ‘to appeat
before the council. Tt was well fofl§
me parhaps. that T had to do with 38
government fo fimple and -moderate ash

. 'that of Switzerland. 1 obtained re/ i
drefs. It was 'referred to an '/aﬂ?)fitfa'
‘tion' of neighbours to fet a fair price on
my property, and then decreed, that,,
if ‘monfieur Grimfeld refufed the pur‘: %

. chafe, the fum- thould be paid me out :"
‘of the coffers of the ftate. He 'was$
“alfo condemned in a'certain ﬁne for, the
fraud he had attempted to comm1t
"The affair, thus put in train, wags foon

- compieted; and I returned with Joys
'»havmg effefted the obje& 0§ my jour-
~ ney, to my anxious and expeéting fa-
. mily. Soon after we remaved to the
fpot we had chofen on the eaﬁern banls’% !

)






