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Mattison Mines Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A.

“Your iArchaeological Exhibits and your Zoo are the best
| have seen at any school”.

keith and Ellan Jesserds, University of California
Berkeley, U.S.A.

“Every  aspect of the institution reflects the most
Scrupulous care of quality and inspiration in educating young
human beings. This includes not only the staff and Curriculum
but the teaching aids, the libraries, the museum and every
other detail of life here.”

Mr. Hari Narayana, Director of Museum, Madras.

“The collections in the Museum of this institution are
exquistine and these have been most Popularly Presented.
The dedication and enthusiasm with which Selvi. Muthiah has
organised it is worthy of praise, and may it be given to her
to continue this great work in the cause of education.”
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8;0: 0. 1601, 21st June 1948

Museum—Govelﬁmant Museum and Connemara Public Libr

ary—
Administration Report for 1947-8—Recorded.

y Reap—the following paper :—

From the Suj erinter.dent, Government Museum, dated 25th May 1948,
No. 1190-1/48.

Order—No. 1601, Education, dated 21st June 1948,

Recorded.

2. The notable additions to the Museum collection during the year were
one Nataraja image of the Pandyan type, the Dowlaishwaram hoard of
Lastern Chalukyan and Chola gold coins and a large collection of North
American antiquities got by exchange from the Peabody Museum of the
Harvard University.

3. The number of coins acquired during the year were 343 gold and
44 copRer coins. The most outstanding among the acquisitions were a
hoard 127 gold coins from Dowlaishwaram consisting of 49 coins of
Hastern Chalukya Rajaraja I and 78 of Cholakulottunga I.

4. Educational demonstrations were given by the Museum to forty-five
teachers belonging to twelve Indian High Schools (including 8 Girls’ High
Schools). Students from colleges and schools in the city and the mufassal
came on organized visits to the Museum as usual. The Superintendent,
- Government Museum, gave radio talks in the series chiefly intended for the
i Universities.

5. Six trainees deputed from various educational institutions and Museums
were given training in Museum work. The paper entitled ‘* The Thaliaces
of the Madras Plankfon ' was sent fo Press for publication as a Museum
Bulletin. > i

6. The Museum continued to give facilities for meetings, ete., to the
Archmological Society of Southern India and to the South Indian Society

of Painters. i

7. An exhibition of Indian Art was held in London from November 1947
to March 1948 under the auspices of Royal Academy of Art. On the sugges-
tion of the Government of India this Government extended their co-opera-

“tion to the Royal Academy, and ordered the loan of the 22 of the best metal -
images, stone sculptures, wood carvings and paintings of th#¥% Madras
Museum Collection for the London Exhibition. Mr, 8. T. Satyamurti,






‘“ MALAINADUKONDA CHOLAN ”’
(REGNAL YEAR 36)

¢ MATAINADUKONDA CHOLAN
(REGNAL. YEAR 35)

‘“KATATRONDA CHOLAN
(REGNAL YEAR 32)

‘‘ KATAIKONDA CHOLAN ’’
(REGNAL YEAR 32)
WITH ‘‘RAJA "’ ON TOP OF THE TWo
FISH IN THE CENTRAL DEVICE
(ONLY SPECIMEN OF THE KIND)

FI1G6S. l-4.—@orD COINS OF CHOLA KULOTTUNGA I, DISCOVERED FOR THE FIRST TIME,
BELONGING TO THE DOWLAISHWARAM HOARD



FIG. §.—NATARAJA —TIRUMANGALAM TALUK, MADURA DISTRIOT



FIG. 7.

Testudo emys: LAND TORTOISE FROM SEYOHELLES,
PUT UP IN THE KEPTILE GALLERY
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(eleventh century), and Siva Nataraja (eleventh century). A double-page
illustrated article about the Madras Museum exhibits at the Royal Academy
Exhibition appeared in the Illustrated Weekly of India (November 2, 1947).

Deputation of the Curator for Zoology to Umited States of America and
United Kingdom.—At the commencement of the current official year Mr.
S. T. Satyamurti, Curator. Zoological section, was on deputation to the
United States for training in Museum work. He returned to India about
the middle of September 1947, after completing his course of studies in
nmodern museumn methods at the American Museum of Natural History in
New York and at the British Museum (Natural History) at South Kensington
in London. Besides learning the various techniques of Museum preparation.
he underfook a comprehensive study of the latest methods of display and
exhibition adopted in these Museums. A large number of fine photographs,
much useful literature and numerous samples of models and materials used in
Museum preparation have been acquired for the Museum through his over-
seas tour. I have great pleasure in recording that the deputation has been
distinet technical gain for this Museum and the knowledge gained is being
put into practical use, with skill and enthusiasm.

2. GALLERIES, BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS.

Labels in Tamil and Telugu have been tried on a small scale from 1938
in the anthropological and archwological sections and also in the economic
botany gallery. This year it was extended on a limited scale to the zoological
exhihits also.

Reorganization and labelling in the geological gallery are nearing com-
pletion.

The reptile gallery is being modernized ; one diorama case has been
already added. :

The invertebrate gallery was refloored. Electric light and fan were pro-
vided for the coin room. A

In the grounds, hedges were provided for three of the larger lawns, and
a new lawn was laid on the side of the new extensions.

3. EDUCATIONAIL: WORK.

Demonstrations to teachers.—Forty-five teachers belonging to twelve
Tndian Fligh Sthools (iulcuding three Girls' High Schools) attended the
demonstrations held on Saturdays for the benefit of the teachers. _

Organized visits to the Museum.—Pupils from 229 city schools numbering
9,461 came in parties; pupils {rom 23 mufassal schools numbering 1,038,
students pambering 150 from 8 City Colleges and a party of 24 studen’s frem
a mufassal college, visited the Museum. Delegates to the Quadrennial
YV.W.C.A. Conference visited the Museum on 3lst December 1047 ’aml
were shown round the Museum by the Curator of the Archaological Section.
A party of students and lecturers of tl}e Ggqgmphy department of the Queen
Mary’s College were given guidance in seeing the prehistoric, Pallava and
Chola antiquities of Pallavaram. T . s

Radio talks.—The Superintendent 1%ta,ve the following radio talks in the
eries i chiefly for the universities :— o
T ](I‘llgeliiz(llﬁstoricylndia, (2) Habits of Hill'_Tribes, ({3) The study of
culture : the anthropological approach, (4) Relics of ancient Indian art:
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pottery.. (5) . Discussion on arts survey—inunicipal enterprise; galleries,
exhlbmon ‘eto., (6) Coinage; early phase (in Malayalam).

" Gifts and assistance to educational and other institutions.—Gifts of
natural history material were made to the Zoology department of the Read-
ing Undversity, the Cswenia College, Kurnool, the Vizianzgaram College
and to a research worker in Germany; similar presentahons of prehstonc
material -were made to the departments of anthropology in the Delh1 and
Madms Universities, and to the State Museum, Trichur.

Assistance in the matter of procuring specimens, photographs, ete., was
rendered among others to the New York Botanical Gardens, to the American
Museum of Natural History, fo the Botanical Department of fthe Indian
Museum, - Calcutta, and to Mr, »Manjunath editor of .the Dictionary of
Lconomba Products New Delhi.

Trammg in musewm work. —Sm trainees deputed from various educa-
tlonm mbtltutlons and museums were given training in museum work.

4. WORK IN THFI b(JII‘NTIFIC SEC‘TIONS

ZOQLOGY

DepuLatzon of the Curator. —Durmg the year the Curator was deputed
bv Government_to the American Museum of Natural History in New York
and the British Museum (Natural History) in Liondon, for training in Museum
work. '

Accessions of specimens.—A number of specimens were acquired for the
Museum during the year. Among Invertebrates, two specimens of the large
poisonous spider, Poecilothera regalis, one of the allied species Poccilothera
muetallica, a set of marme Grastropod and Tamellibranch shells, two pieces
of the organ-pipe coral, Tubipora musica, two of Madrepora sp. and one of
the cup-shaped solitary coral, Fungia were acquired and preserved among ‘he
reserve collections. Among fishes, two specimens of the olive green eel,
Muraena sutheie, sere procured and added to the reserve ccllections. Tn
aceordance with the proposed scheme for renovating the snake gallery, a
number of fresh specimens of snakes were obtained from time to time for
the preparation of casts for exhibition. After the casts are made the originals
of these specunens are preserved in spirit for the study collections. These,
include one specimen of Oligodon arnensis, two of Eryz conicus, one of Iry»
johni, one of the cobra Naia naia, and one specimen each of Tropidonotus
piscator, Dendrophw picta and Dryophzs mycterizans (young one). A speci-
men of the rare poisonous coral snake, Callophis melanurus, which was new'
to the collection, was also acquired and suitably preserved. A large speci-
men of the marine turtle, Chelonia mydas, was procured from the Madras
harbour for ths preparation of its carapace, plastron and other skeletal
eleraents.  Among Lirds, a collection of common birds from Vandalur and
Adyar were obtained and prepared ag study skins. Among mammals,
the accessions include an ant eater, Manis crassicaudata, whose skin and
skeleton were prepared for the study collections, and a cured, brxghtly ;
coloured skin of a giant squirrel presented to the Museum by the Distriot
Agricultural Officer, Trichinopoly.

Preparation of ezhibits and gallery work,—A scheme for the prepara-
tion of fresh painted casts of snakes to replace the spirit-preserved specimens
in the pallery was undertaken immediately on the Curator’s return from
abroad, and the work is in progress, A diorama contmnmg a couple of



GOVERNMENT MUSEUM AND CONNEMARA LIBRARY 7

Russell’s vipers set in their natural haunts (Fig. 6), with a painted background
was constructed and put up for exhibition in the reptile gallery; the case
i8. built on the lines of modern American diaromas, but on a smaller scale.
A fine specimen of the large land tortoise, Testudo emys, was also put up’
for exLibition in the reptile gallery (Fig. 7). Iu the bird gallery the €ix
central show cases containing the systematic series of birds have been parti-
vioned in the middle in order to provide a background for the birds exhibited,
and the work of painting these partitions as well as the entire interior of
these cases has been commenced ; the birds are also being rearranged against
the pleasing green lackgrounds in these cases. In the upstair galleries the
entire hall devoted to the exhibition of invertebrates had to be vacated for
repairing and polishing of ifs flooring, and the exhibitions of the specimens
in the fish, invertebrate and coral galleries were thoroughly tidied up and
rearranged after the completion of the repair of the flooring. A large number
of broken glass panes in the show cases were replaced by new ones prior to
this rearrangement. Two large specimens of the beautiful pearly Ear shell,
Haliotis splendens and Haliotis rufescens, three brightly coloured specimens
of the auger shell, Terebra, which were new to the collection, a single large
shell of Cypraea testudinaria and a number of attractive coloured picture post-
cards of butterflies were mounted and exhibited in the Invertebrate gallery.
Many of the exhibits, especially in the reptile, bird and miammal galleries
were provided with bold, glass-bound labels in Tamil. Deseriptive labels for
a nunber of coral exhibits were printed at the Governmrent Press for use in
the coral gallery. :

‘Reserve collections.—A large number of reserve collection specimen
hoitles were thoroughly cleaned, replenished with spirit and provided x-ith
fresh washers and labels written in black waterproof ink, as the old labels
were in danger of becoming illegible. A large quantity of reserve skeletal
material obtained from the Zoo has also been cleaned and stored up.

Special exhibitions.—A special exhibition of a series of full. plate-sized
photographs, entitled ‘ Animals and their haunts ' was held in November,
1947, in the entrance hall of the Museum for a period of a fortnight. The
photographs depicted habitat groups of various mammals and birds and
were purchased for the Museum by the Curator while on deputation. The
newly constructed diorama depicting the habitat group of the Russell’s viper
(Fig. 6) was illuminated artificially and pul up as a special exhibit at the
entrance hall of the Museum for a period of three weeks during March,
1946, prior to its removal to the reptile gallery.

Publications and research.—The paper entitled The Thaliacaea of the
Madras Plankton was carefully edited and sent to the Government Press for
publication as a Museum Bulletin. The systematic work by the Curator on
the Tamellibranchs of Krusadai Island, which had been interrupted for
some fime owing fo his overseas deputation, has now been resumned and the
varator is continuing this work after having completed his typescript on the
Gastropods of Krusadai Tsland, which is now ready to go in for publication 2s
o Musewn Bulletin. The Curator also contributed popular: articles on
Museum topics to the Madras Information and the Jowrna! of Indian .
Musewms. § . : [

Tducational presenlations —Three hundred specimens of cockroaches
were collected, preserved and despatched to the Zpology Deepartment of the
University of Reading for class work. A ievy specimens of worms, shells a.n_d
sponges were presented to the Madras I"ub‘hc Health Department. A speci
men of the pond tortoise, Trionyx leithi was procured and sent to a research
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worker in Germany for study. A specimen of the saw-scaled viper, Echis
cgrinatw, was presented to the Maharajah’s College, Vizianagram, for
demonstration to the students. A number of spare specimens of shells,
corals and sponges .were: presented to the Osmania College, Kumool for
exhibition in their Museum.

* Training in tezidermy.—Mr. Khadhilkar, Senior Laboratory Assistant of
m‘e Karnatak College, Dharwar, was given intensive training in taxidermy
and museum methods for & penod of eight months. Mr. Sankaran, Labora-
tory - Assistant of the Madras Christian College, has also been’ undergomg
{raining in taxidermy at this Museum since March 1st, 1948.

Sy

Borany AND GEOLOGY.

* General work in Botany section.—As the Curator’s time was fully taken
up by the Geology galleries, the reorganization and overhaulmg ‘of the
Botany galleries had to be suspended during the year under review. Efforts
to. complete the Ecology cases and the collection of the Madras City Flora,
had also to he slowed down. The routine work in the section, however, was
kept up, and a large number of herbarium specimens were cured of fungus
attack.

“ Procurement of specimens, —A couple of herbarium specimens of Pyre-
thrim were presented by the Cotton Specialist, Coimbatore ; and a few shoots
of Hydnocarpus Wightiana (‘‘ Neeradi Muthu Maram *’—Tamil) with
fruits, by Prof. Giboin of Pondichery Medical Service; and a specimen of
the stem, some fruits and a sheet of Para rubber (Hevea braziliensis) by,
Dr. Sivaramasubramania Iyer of Travancore. The Curator, Industrial Sec-
tion, Indian Museum, Calcutta, presented seventeen specimens of lac and
lac products. Numerous herbarium specimens of plants, rare in South
India, were gratefully received as presents from the Sylviculturist, Assam.
A few specimens of oil, stem, resin and semi-petrified resin of the Indian
Copal Tree Vateria indica) were procured from the District Forest Officer,
South Kanara District.

«~Photographic negatives.—Eight half-size photographic nega,tlves (wde
Append;x V) were prepared and added on to the collection of negatives in the
section. -

f ’I'rdmmg in musewm work.—Training in museum methods of preparing
Betanical specimens was given to Mohan Naidu, attender, Muslim Women’s
College, Royapetta, from 7th to 30th June 1947, and to Eka.mba,ram, attender,
Vvlvekananda, College, Mylapore, from 8th to 23rd December 1947.

“Help réendered to others—Dried samples of the different plant parts of
Plum6a,go Zeylanira and Hugonia mystaz, were sent to Dr. B. A. Krukoft
of the New York Botanical Gardens; and a few samples of seaweeds to
Dr.'A. B. Parr, Director, American Museum of Natural History. Twenty-
two pho’rographs were given to the Tndian Museum, Calcutta, besides a loan of
several negatives. Twelve half-size photographs were sent to Dr. B. L.
Manjunath, Chief Editor, Dictionary of Economic Products of India. The
Tmperial Pencil Factory was helped with vernacular names of several trees
recommended to them by the Forest department for pencil manufacture.

s Ezpemnents —A' novel method of green colour preservation with formalin
and copper sulphate, was successfully camed out by the Curator. Successful
attempts’ have been madé to grow the ‘“Jabra ' plant (Bz.m orellana) of
the Vizagapatam A;.vencxes in the Museum comipound. L2
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_ﬁe;barch.—’l‘he Curator of this section has undertaken to work on the
wedicinal flora of the Madras City jointly with the Curator, Industrial Section,
Indian Museum, Calcutta. :

Tours.—The Curator went on study tours to the Vandalur forests and
the Nagari hills.

General work i Geology section.—The reorganization of the Geology
galleries reached almost the point of completion this year. Efforts have
been made with fair success to complete the general geology and the fossil
cases. A large number of old defaced labels were thoroughly re-printed, a
few hundreds of them at the Government Press, and over nine hundred by
the Museum printer. Most of the reprinted labels were given neat glass-
frames for better display. Prominent index labels were prepared for the
different groupings of the exhibits. Thanks are due to Prof. T. N.
Muthuswamy Iyer of the Presidency College and his assistants, for their
constructive criticism and valuable help, both of which enabled a speedy
reorganization of the galleries.

Free procurements.—A couple. of photographs of the different views
of the principal machinery used in cement manufacture, were received as
presents from the Associated Cement Companies, ILimited, Madukarai.
Prof. T. N. Muthuswamy Iyer presented a few ‘‘ Streak Plates '’ for the
sectional laboratory and five geological specimens for the geology gallery. -
Several photographs of the machinery used in the manufacture of iron and
steel, along with a booklet, entitled “ Steel Town *’, were presented by the
Tata Iron and Steel Company. A gift of four specimens of acid traps was
made by Prof. A. S. Kalapesi, PH.D., St. Xavier’s College, Bombay. The
Director, Geological Survey of India, has kindly sent to this Institution, free .
of cost, fifty-one fossils and a specimen of molybdenite. A couple of varieties
of ruby mica were transferred to this Museum from the Forest College,
Coimbatore.

Bachange of specimens.—A model of Brontosaurus, one-twenty-fifth
the size of the original, was acquired from the American Museum of Natural
History, in exchange for a few leather shadow play figures.

_ Purclhases.—A photograph of an aerial view of the earth from hundred
miles up, was purchased for £0-4-6 from the Associated Press, Limited,
General Office, London. Two photographs of the effects of the Bihar Karth-
quake, and three models of mouth parts of primate fossils were purchased
from the Geological Survey of India, at a total cost of Rs. 71-9-0.

" Photographic = negatwes.—Thirteen  photographic negatives  (vide
Appendix V) were prepared and added on to the section. {

ANTHROPOLOGY:

“Preseroation and re-organization.—The preservative treatment of the
exhibition models of tribal huts along with the ethnographic materials asso-
ciated with them is in progress. Along with this work the reorganization of
the Ethnological Galleries is being carried out. Several of the.o!d lq.bels a_.nd
faded photographs are being renewed. The _display of exhibits is being
enhanced by painting the exhibition blocks inside the tribal cases with a dull-
coloured distemper after removal of the original black paint. The periodical
examination and preservation of the reserve collections of ethnographia
materials in store was also carried out this year. ~— FARETE EE
The neolithic beads and microliths from the R.B. Foote collectio:n which
are exhibited have been cleaned and labelled afresh. The restoration and
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