RA LS.

5 OF

C Y R U S

TIIL

To which is annexed,

CADISCOURSE:

WP @aN = F HE
: ; A
TaueoLocY and MyTHoOLOGY

Of the PAGANS.

By the Chevalier RAMSAY.

G'LASGQH

- Printedby James KNox and fold at hxs Shop oppofce
to Gibfor's land Sak- narket,



O EHE

RIGAT HONOURABLE.

THE

Lorp LANSDOWN.

My Lorbp,

H E moft amiable virtucﬁ and the
_ brighteft talents formed the cha-
rafer of that HERo, whofe travels I
relate: and to whom could I offer a
pi¢ure of fo o éenius':lir.ld fo gene-
rout @ mind bt 1o apsrfo’n of Your

Lo&Dsgxp’s tafte? ‘
: lhc ﬁngulér friendfhip with whizh

5 Az : Your



i PR E F AZE &,
she fiuit bock, where he gives a view of the politcal [iate
of Aflain Cyrus’s tme.

In the fecond book the author had not affigned a pro-
per-motve fcu: Cyrus’s journcy to fee Zoroalter ; the oc-
cafion of it at p_rcfcnt is this. The Prince of Perfia be-
@ins to entertain a contempt for religion, and in order to
guard him againft this danger, Hyftafpes, i.is govemor
engages him to make a vifit to the Magi : the reprefen-
2ation which Zoroafter makes of the wonders of nature,
and the amiable ideas he grves him of the Divinity, fatis-
#y his doubts, and fettle his mind 3 and while he is thus
inftructed by philofophical rcafonmgs which could not be
fuppofed very agreeable to 2 young Princefs ag:cuﬁomed, -
to. the gayeties and diverfions of the court of Ecbatan,
2he Author to. amufe Caffandana has introduced the
wives of the Magi celebrating the feltival of the Goddefs
Rlythra 3 this defeription relaxes the mind, ferves for
an inwrodudtion to the Thcology of the Perfians, and
makes 2 proper divifien of Zoroafter’s difcourfe upon na-
soral philofophy and religion..

The third book was all narration, there was no acion ;
whe cpifode of Amenophis was. thought interefting cnough,
Bue Cyrus {eemed to be forgotien:; and was remembred
enly by refiedtion.  The Author has found mecaos to.

'makc this Prince prcfcm at the revolutions of Egyprt,
withoat becoming a pn[oncr with Aprics, or countenan-.
cing the ufurpation of Amafis, difplaying accafionally his
rubt.my virtaes and heroic fc.muncms v

In, the foarth and fifth book the Spartans and Athe--
3ians, were put 0.2 great expence of men and fhips only-
20 amsfe Cyras.  Virgil kills and maims fome of the
Achletac ia the games jn order to give a laftre to his
Yerocs, but the’ Audior had exceeded the liberty takcn
by the Lasin poct, To corre® this fault he has related

2 g2t in.
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io his fourth'book the war between the Lacedemonians

and Tegeans, mentioned by Herodotus, and whick hap;'

pened precifely atthe time when Cyrusis ﬁnppofed'to'be

at Sparta. This eprodc has given the Author occalion”

to unfo’d, in a-more extenfive manner, the polméa'l Thice
of Spart., a~d thc different opinions of Polybibs and
1 ‘atarch concermng the defigns of Lycorgds in His ra\vs
and inftititions of® government. In the fifth book a fea

fight is fappofed between Megacles and Pxﬁﬂrams, when‘

the Perfian Prihce’ went intg Attica.

In the’ fixth book Pythagoras fhewed clearly, that
thought could not be'a property of matter; but it was
neceffury fome ‘pages fhovld be added o evince that we
have noreafénto believe that extenfion and thought are
properties of the fame fubftance ; and that the fyftem of
Spinoza, (who is'nreant by “Anaximander) 5 2 fcnes of
loofe fuppofidons without any demonftration.

The Auther has made a confiderable addition 1o the
feventh book‘with regard to the rcligion of the Tyrians
and the death of ‘Adonis. He thounht he might take

advantage of this beautiful part of Mythology to cxplam“

the ancient tradition  common to almoft all nations con-
ecrning a middle God, who was to expiate and deftroy
moral evil by his own greatfufferings.  As the Phoeni*

cians lived near Judea, they might poffibly have clearer :

idecas of religion than other nations, and this bare poffibi-
Lity may perhaps juftify that new epifode. However it
would be unreafonable to expe@ that what is putin the

mouth of cach philofopher relating to the religion of his -

own country thould be found word forword in the an-
cients. The Author of Cyrus has only wrought into 2

connected {yffem the moft beautifu’ hints of antiqaity, in

order tounfold'the great principles of religion, and fhew
" ¢hat all pations had from the beginning fome idca of thofe
~principles more or lefs confufed.. In
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Inthe falt book, feveral important refledtions are ad-
ded, to:give more accuracy to the reafonings of Eleazer,
and more ftrength to the difcourfc of Daniel : the lat-
ter proves the fuperpatural cftablithment of .religion by.
theonly proper method for it, that is to fay, by a re-
lation of fa&s ;. but his difcowfe at prefent contains fe-
veral corroborative hints, to- fhc}aw that thefe fadls are in-
conteflible. And laltly, he refers Cyrus 1o the, ¢c‘om->
plithment of the prophemc; in his, own perfon,. as,an.in~
vincible proof of all the truths he has, told him,| | 5
. The Author, has made feveral additions. to his s
courfe on the ancient Mythology, in order to fhew, that
as all the fitions, of the Pagans Tuppofk the lea.llty of the
three {tates of the world, fo all the Pagan Divinitics
may be-reduced to one fupreme God, the Prmc1ple of
all beings, & goddels his wife, filter, or daughter, and a
middle: God:who is. his fon, his rcprﬁfenmnvc or yice=
gerent.  Befides thefe additions, which are the moft im-
portant, . there are many others lcfs confiderable, which
the: Aathor thought ncceflary, to render the tranfitions
more e2fy and natural, the narration more- conneéted the
principles' more palpable, and the reafonings more con-
clofive, © Thisis what the author has done, to corredt
the real faults in the former editions of his work. The
‘objeétiogs, ta which he thinks he cansgive a fohd anfwer,
W uhout changing any thing in his plan; are as follow.

. I. Tobegn with the leaft importam_of chcm: It
has been ' objeéted, that the Author is a plagiary, and
that he' has in feveral places tranferibed whole pages
from the bithop of Meaux’s upiverfal hiftory, M. de
Tourr.il’s hiftorical prefice, Dr. Cudworth’s intellec-
tual {yltem, and the life of Hay—Ebn-YoLdan, tranflated

from the Arabic. :
TheﬁL
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~ Thefe pretended thefts impofed at firft upon thofe
who were not ina condition to confult the originals ; bug
upon a {ti& examination, the injuftice and ignorance of
the Critics appeared. ' The third book which treats, of
ancient Egypt contains feveral remarks, of which there
isnot the Peaft trace in the Bifhop' of Meaux’s univerfal
i tory. The Author hasindeed in fome places followed the
tranflation made by that Prelate of certain paffages in Dio-
dorus Siculus, Herodotus and Strabo : but isamana plagi-
ary becaufc in his citations from theancients he chufes ra-
ther to followa good tranflation than a bad one? So in com-
paring M. de Tourreil’s preface with the fourth and fifth
books of his work,the reader will find nothing common
to them, except certain paffages purely hiftorical. The
life of Hay-Ebn-Yokdan, tranflated from the Arabic into
Latinby Dr. Pocock,has norefemblance with the Author’s
hiftory of Hermes the fecond, unlefs it be the general
idea of a favage brought up in 2 defert ; thereis not the
leaft likenefs either in the matter or in the method of rea-
foning. The Arabian philofopher begins with very refined
difquifitions in anatomy, paffes thence to metaphyfical
difcuffions, and concludes with the dreams of the Maho-
metan contemplatives. All the Author’s reafonings are,
on the contrary, fo managed that they do not exceed
the capacity of a comnion goo:l underftanding, who has
1o other inftruéor than nature : he bas endeavoured fo
to introduce his ideas as not to tranfgrefs the bounds of
probability, to range cach truth in it’s proper place, to
mix {peculation with fentiment, and to raife the foul by
€afy and natural gradadons to the knowledge and love of
the Firlt Being.  Lalftly, as to Dr. Cudworth, notwith-
ftanding his miftakes and want, of method, he had pene-
trated fartherinto the myfterizs of antiquity “han the moft
part of critics ; neverthelefs this lcarned man fays no-
thing
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thing of the three ftates of the werld, which are the
foundation of all that the Author of Cyrus advances upon: -
religion. Far from being a plagiary he had not confulted
enough the Doéter’s excellent remarks concerning the
three forms of the: Divinity ; he has made mare ufe of
them in this edition, but has always quoted hxm or thc:
originals. i

T1. Tt is thought that the epifodes, in which the
Author fpeaks of love, are related with too muclr rapidi-
ty, {o that the reader has not time cnough tobe touched
moved and tranfported.

To thisit may be anfwered, that thofe ﬂones are re-
lated by perfons who ought not to Jaunch out into love-
fpeeches, tender fentiments and {prightly images, The
ancients are very fparing in words when the fitnation and
circumftances {peak fufficientdly of themfelves,” When'
Homer is to p:unt the charms of Helen, he daes it by
fingle firoke; fhe goes into the council’ of the ‘old men,
they fix their eyes upon her, ‘are difcompofed ‘and fuf-
pend their deliberations.  When 'Virgil makes Dido
fj)cak, her words are few, but each word is a fentiment ;
the tender paffions lofe their force and their delicacy
when they become too cloquent. Befides, all the Ac-
thor’s fitions, where love is the. objeé‘t are in the two’
firft books, and tend to preferve Cym: from the follies of
yeuth, by fhewing hlm, ot fo much the fwccts of Iove :
as the bitter cﬂ'e&s ofit: as foon as he attains to a nper
age, Caffandana dies, and the hero begms hxs travels
Thus hiftory fimply relates facls as they happen, wuhorL
endeavouring aftcr thei mmgues, fp¢cchcs and ﬁupn{mg
adveutures of roma.nch

SPH Some Ob_]C& that tle travels of Cyrus are not’
well imagineq; and that any other hero would have fuit-:
cd
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ed better with the author’s project than' the conqueror
* of Afia.

Conquerors have generally no other view in extend-
ing their dominiop, than to fatisfy their unbounded am.
bition: _Cyrus en the contrary made ufe of his victories
to'pracuze the happinefs of theconquered nations: - The
aucl;or’é intention 1n making choice of fuch ‘a Prince
was to fhew, that courage; great esploits and military
talents: may indeed excite our admiration, but -do' not
form the charaéter of a true lero, without the addition
of wifdom; virtuc ‘and noble fentiments. In order
to form' fuch a hero, ‘it wasthought allowable to make
him travel’; and the filence'of Xenophon, who fays no-
thing in his Cyropaedia. of what happesed to Cyrus
from his fixteenth to his fortieth year, leaves the author
at liberty toimagine this fition. The relation of the
Prince’s travels furnifhes an occafion to defcribe the re-
ligion, manners'and politics of the feveral countries thro’
which he paffes. * Thele travels cannot furely appear
unnatural 3 2 pmdent ‘Prince like Cambyfes, a father
whoiis fuppofed to be informed of the oracles concerning
the futare greatnefs of vhis fon; a tributary King who
knows the danger of fending the young Prince a fecond
time to the court of Ecbatan, ought to be fenfible that
Cyrus at twenty five ycars of age could not bet-
ter employ his time during thc interval of a profound
peace, thaniby travelling into’ Egypt and Greece. It was
neceffary to prepare a Prince who was to be one day the
founder and law-giver of 4 mighty empire, to accomplifh
his high deftiny by acquiring in each country fome know.-
ledge worthy of his great genius.  Is there any: thing
{trained in all this'?: No other aero could anfwer the au-
thor’s intention ; had he made any other Pcnce travel,
‘he would have loft all tk= advantages he has drawn from
the choice of Cyrus,as the deliverer of the people of God,

as
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as contemporary with the great men with whom he con-

fults, and es living 1n an age, the learning, manners and *
cvents of which could alone be fuitable to the defign of
this work.

IV. Tlofe who make no diftintion bexweer. th- plan
of Telemachus and that of Cyrus, continually ery eat,
that there is no uﬁity of adionin the latrer.

Nothing is more unreafonable than to compare two
works of fuch different patures ; inftrution is indeed the
am of both, but they are not formed upon the fame ori-
ginals ; the author of Telemachus writes a continuation
of an epic poem ; the author of Cyrus fills up the chafm
in a philofophical hiftory; the one has imitated Ho-
mer with fuccefs, the other has taken Xenophon for his
model. M. de Cambray ftrews every where the richelt
flowers of pocfy ; he paints nature in all her varicty, and
the objeds themfelves become vifible, he defcribes all
the motions of the heart of man, and mazkes us feel them
fucceffively 5 he renders the moft fublime truths palpable,
and pever fatigues the mind with abftra@ted ideas; he
paffes from beautiful images to noble fentiments, and
finds a fthorter way to the heart than by reafoning; he
walks, he flies, he fighs,” he thunders, he mourns, he
rejoices, he aflumesall forms by turss, and never ﬁuls to
transform us with him. -/ g

The author’s utmoft ambition was to unfold the prin-
ciples of his malter,-without daring to attempt an imi-
tation of his graces; he chofe a fubje& more pro-
portiened to his capacity, a work in which he was
to compare the philofophical ideas of othe= rather
than exert 2 poetic inveation ; he did not- pretend to
write an epic poem : in this kmd of figtion the hero fhould
never difappear ; it is he whora we liften to, it is he

- orly

.
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only whom' we love ; the poet grows tirefom when he
. perfonates too much the philofopher : he is to mﬁru&
* only by hiats, and not by long and elaborate dlfct.ﬂx-
ons. The obfervation of thefe rules was mcompanb]c
with the author’s views ; his defign was to fhew.the gra-
dual progrefs.f)f the mindin the fearch of truth, to com-
P.H'C the religions, governments and laws of differentna-
tions; “and to form the legiflator, rather than the con-
queror ;. unity of acion is by no means neceffary in a
work of this vature, it is fufficient if there be unity of
defign. All the author’s eplfodes tend to inftru@ion,
and the inftrutions are, as he apprehends, proportioned
to the age of Cyrus: in his youth he is in danger of be-
ing corrupted by vanity, love and irreligion; Mandana,
Hyftafpes and Zoroalter preferve him from thefe fhares,
:The hiftory of Apries lays open to him all the artifices
of a perfidious courtier ; that of the Kings of Sparta, the
dangers. of an exceffive confidence in favourtes, or of
an unjoft diffidence of minifters; that of Periander, the
fatal mifchiefs which attend defpotic power and the
difpenfing with antient laws ; that of Piliftratus, the pu-
nithment of a bafe, falfe and crafty policy, and that of
Nabuchodonofor, the dreadful confequences of relapfing
into impiety, after due light and admonjtion. The Prince
ts at firlk inftructed by fables to preferve him from the pafli-
‘ ons of youth; he afterwards infirnéts himfelf by his
own refle@ions, by the examples he fees, and by all
the adventures he mects with in his travels ; he goes
from _country to, country, colleting all thé treafures of
wifdom, converfling with the greatmen he finds there, and
performing haroic explmta as occafion prefents.

- V. Some pcrfons, to difcredit the author’s wodk,
; ; B = havc



i PREFAEE.
have infinuated that far from doing homage to religion,
hedegradesit. :
_ e fhould, think himfelf very unhappy, to. have pro-
duced a work fo contrary to his intentions. - All that he
advances upon religion may be reduced to two principal
points : the fidt is to prove againit the Awecifls the ex-
iftence of a fuprcme Deity, who produced the world by
his power, and governs it by his wifdom. . - To this end
Zoroafter unveils to us all the wonders of nature, Her-
mes confults the native and genuine, tendency of the
heart, and Pythagoras afcends to firft principles : and
thus the aathor endcavours to unite the {trength of all,
that fénfe,A npatural fentment, and reafon can afiord us
for the proof of the firlt and moft important of all truihs.
Tradition ftrikes in_with philofophy :: the. author has
endeavoured to fhew that the earliclt opinions of the
“moft knowing and civilized nations come nearer ‘the
truth than thofe of latter ages ; that the Theology of
the Orientals is more pure than that of the Egyptians,
that of the Egyptians lefs corrupted than that of the
Greeks, and that of the Grecks mare exalted than
that of the Romans; that the primitive fyflem of the
world was that of one fupreme Deity y: that in order
to adapt this 1dea to the capacity of the vulgar, the di-
vine attributes were reprefented by allegories and hiero-
clyphics ; that mankind finki ing into matter quickly for-
got the meaning of thofe deer {ymbols, .and fell inta
'xdola.try 5 that idolatry brought forth irreligion; that
rath ard incosfiderate minds not being able to diftinguith
between principles and the abufes of them ran fiom onc
excefs to another.  Such have been the variations of the
human miad, with regard to the Deity in almoft all tmes
and all coutrics. “The Author’s intention throughout
his whole fyltem was to fhew the wild extravagance of

: thofe
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thofe who maintain that the docrines of religion ate only
the efie@s of the ignorance and ({tupidity of the infant
world; that the firlt men' notknowing the phyfical caufes,
had recourfe toinvifible powers to explain the phacnomena
of natare; and lafly, that politicians refined and im-
proved thcfe.mdmeﬁcd ideas, in order to compoft a fy{
“eem of religion ‘ufeful and neceflary to fociety.

The fecond point s to fhew, in oppofition to the deifls
that the principal doétrines of revealed religion, concern~
ing the ftates of innocence, corruption and renovation,
are as ancient as the world ; that they were the foun-
dations of Noalt’s religion ;« that he tranfmitted them to
his children; that thefe traditions were thus fpread
throughout all nations ; that the Pagans disfigured, de-
graded, and obfcured them by their abfurd fiions; and
laftly, that thefc primitive truths have been no where
preferved in their purity except in the true religion.
When we fee divers nations agree concerning e be-
ginning, the decline and re-eftablithment of a monarchy,
the birth, exploits and virtues of the hero whois the re-
ftorer ofit, is not this a fufficient proof of thefe principal
fa@s, though the circumitances fhould be related differ-
eotly and be even fabulous? The author in unfolding .
the ancient traditions has diftinguithedbetween fable and
trath, philofophical hypothefes and do@rines of faith,
eflence and form, the fpirit and the letter which ought
never to be feparated, but which cannot be cmfoundcd
without difguifing “and difhonouring chriftianity: he
/hope;d thereby to have given a plan of religion, equally
amiable and reafonable, and to have fhewn that it’s prin-
‘ciplés are beautiful, its confequences natural, and its o-
riginal ancient; that it enlightens the mind, comforts

the heart, and eﬁ:abh!hcs the welfare of fociety.
; B2 VI. Thofe
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V1. Thofe who degrade the wifdom and coodncfs of
God, under pretence of extolling his power and juftice
have thought that Eleazar’s difcourfe too plainly favour-
ed the opinions of Origen. concerning the pre-exiftehce
of fouls and the reflitution of all fpirits: . One may ven-
wre to {ay, that whoever makes this ohje@tion does
not undertand the plan of the work ; itis as follows : eacls
Philofopher {peaks to Cyrus the language of his ewn re-
ligion and country. The Orientals, Egyptians, Greeks
and Tyrians all agree in the original purity, prefent cor-
ruption and future reftoration of mankind, butthey wrapt
up thefe truths m different fables, each according to the
genius of their nation. Eleazar clears this {yltem from
the pagan fictions, but retains in his own the opinions of
his fect. The errors which prevail at this day refemble
thole of former times. The mind of man fees but a finall
namber of ideas, reviews them continually, and thinks
them new only becanle it exprefles them differently in
different ages. The Magiin Cyrus’s time were fallen in-
10 a kiad of Atheifm like that of Spinoza; Zoroafter,
Hermes and Pythagoras adored ene fole Deity, but
they were Deifts; Eleazar refembled the Socinians, who
are for fubje@ing religion to Philofophy ; Daniel repre-
fents a perfect Chriftian, and the hero of this book a
young Prince who began to be corrupted by the maxims
of irreligion. In order to fet him right, the different phi-
lofophers with whoni he converfes fucceflively unfold
to him new truths mixt with errors. Zoroafter confutes
the miftukes of the Magi ; Pythagaras thofe of Zoroafter
Eleazar thofc.of Pythagoras; Daniel rejects thofe of all
the others, and his do&rine is the enly one which the
author adopts. The order of thefe converfations thews
thy progrefs of the mind, the matter being fo difpofed, ehat
the Ath:ift becomes Deilt, thc Deift Socinian, and the So~
ciniate
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cinian Chriftian, by a plain and natural chainof ideas. The
great art-in inftruéting is tolead the mind graduall yon,and
to take advantage even of it’s errors to make iz relifh trath.
THat Cyrus: might thus be conducted ftep by fkep j it
wasmneceffary to introduce a perfon of the religion of the
Hebrews, who fhould : confute by reafon: all- the objec-
dons drawn- ‘rom reafon, = Danicl could not aé this
part: It would not- have become him to folve difficul-
ties by uncertain conjectures; the philofopher might pre=
pare the Prince by bare’ hypothefes, to fubmit and to
diftruft ‘his runderftanding : - But it was neceflary thag
the Prophet fhould difengage Cyras from all bold {pecu-
lations; how refined and bright focver they, might ap-
pear; and lead him: to- the belief of a fapcrnatusal reli~
giom; not by a philofophical demonftration of it’s dottrines,
but by proving them tobe divinely revealed, -In:a word,
he {hould: fix the:mind of the young Hero by indifputa-
ble fads, which ftrike much more forcibly than abltract
ideas. ‘And-it is for this reafon that the author in-
troduces in his laft book two- perfons. of very different
characters, a Philefopher and a Prophet; the one em-
ploys the powers of reafon againlt incredulity, the other
impofes filence on ail reafonmgs by-a fupernatural autho:is
ty. This-is the onlyufe which the author would make of
the opinions of Origen; they anfiwer the obje&ions of
the incredulous concerning the beginning and duration
of evil; they fhew, that fince the weak reafon of the
Philofophers can find a plaufible {clution of - thofe great
dx‘ﬁculues, we may-well conclude thar the Infinite Wi~
dom® will be able one day: to juftify his ways, which
arc now impgnetrable. So long as it is allowable to phia
lofophue, the Author expofes thc moft probable fy-
ftems and hypathefes; but when the quefhon is of faitl,he

“reafons only upon palpable fucts, in order ta difcdver
% 83 ° . whee
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whether God has {fpoken to his creatures or not: The
noment we were convinced -of this, all doubtful opini-
~ons arc loft'and abforbed in-the depths of the divine in-
oompmhenﬁb:hty

VII Thofe who thought the fketclrss of natural
philofopby in this work mifplaced, pretending that the'
_antients -are reprefented more knowing than thcy)cal-
by weres - will be: much more fhocked to fee thofe phi-
lofophical deferiptions augmented in the prefent edition.
It is not furprifing to hear this objeftion made by empty,
fuperficial minds, who laugh ar the Mofaic hiftory,
while they adopt the Greek fables concerning the origin
of mankind ; but itis aftonithing te hear the fame cavils
from thofe who reverence revealed religion, - who do
‘not believe that man was ‘created originally wild ‘and
{avage, that he wandered in the woods and defarts with-
out knowledge, religion or law, and who have philofo-
phy enough todifcern that the world could not come out
of the hands of a wife, good and powerful Creator in
it’s prefent ignoranee, diforder ‘and corruption.  Thefe
yerfons might eafily be perfuaded that the firft- men
bad knowlcdges of God and nature, which are loft in
theft latter ages 3 that the facred writers did not talk at
random when they extolied the profound leamning of
the Orientals and Bgyptians, even in thetime of Mofes ;
* and kffly, that(a) Jofephus was not a vifionary when he
faid that the Pagans of his time had an antient traditon,
that ABrzhamy who was famous #n Afia communicated
many fublime diftoveries . in natural -philofophy to the
€haldeans and Egyptians. *The author however has
8o need of thefe prevexts to juflify the  philofophical
« : de-
ng)ﬁg{ec];ﬁfﬂp ;‘lnnq b 1.cap. 8. Beras ibidi ct Vofll de
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defcriptions in this work. His aim being to fet before
the eyes of a young Prince thofe elements of fcience
which might help: to foum' his underftanding and his
heart, he thought thofe phyfical pictures more pro-
per than poetical paintings to give his pupil » general
idea of natur~; infpire him witha tafte of philofophy, and
‘awaken his defire of knowledge. In purfuing this de-
fign he has taken the liberty to depart from {trict trath,
content himfelf with probability, and make anachronifms
in natural as well as civil hiftery.

VIII. Some pretend that the author has but lightly
touched a great many fubjeéis, without going to the
bottom' of every one; that this book is rather a fum-
, ‘mary! than a; work: that ke fteps too quick from one

{ubjeét to -another; and that his {hle is every where too
Jacontie, fometimes too metaphyfical a.nd abﬁrufc, and of~
tentoo void of ornament. :

To this it may be anfwered, that profound reafoning
does not confift in a multiplicity of words: it is perhaps
eafier to write -a great volume than a liude one; the
labour is not the lefs real becaufe itis concealed. Itwas
intended  that eachintelligent reader fhould have the
pleafure of drawing-the confequences from the principles,
unfolding thofe firft feeds of truth, cultivating them and
gathering thence a harveft of knowledge, of which the
author himfelf had perhaps no idea. . We have a fuffi-
cient number of books' which convey inftrudtion by dif-
fufive reafonings, ingenious aphorifms ana florid: illuftra-
tions. The author’s defign was to habitnate the mind of
‘a young Prince to judge by principles, difcover the con-
nection of effential truths and unite them under one view.
He fays to him upon  each fubje& what is neceffary to

" fhew, thatall nations had originally the fame fundamen-
: ‘ tal
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tal principles, that the duties of religion, morality and
good policy flow from ‘the fame fource, confpire to the -
fame ends and mutually fupport and fortify cach other;
in 2 word, that all the civil and human virtues, ' the laws
of Aﬁéﬁ.r" and nations are, fo' to fpeak, but confe-
qucnccs of THE LOVE OF ORDER, which is theicter-

nal and univerfal law of all intelligences. In a work of
this nature, it is neceffary to unbend the ‘mind or the
rcader, without carrying it off from it’s principal ‘object 3
all the flowers fhould be thoughts, the graces roble and
tender fcnnments, the paintings charaters, and the de-
fcriptions fuch pictures as make us acquainted with na-
tare, and admire the Creator. The author' is fenfible
that he is far from having executed this valt defign, but
in the attempt he has made'towards ithe was obliged - to
avoid all forelgn embcihfhments, Jaboured ' connexions;
and the ambmous omnmcnts of the Greck and Latin

poefy

~To fpeak more cleatly : pocfv has had the: fame fate
with Phl]ofopby. The Orientals, the Chaldeans and above
* allthe Hebrews pamted nature without difguifing it, and
gave life to  every thing without deifying ir. ~ According
to ;h;m every thing proceeds from God, and ought to
flow back to him again. All the'vifible wonders of na-
ture are famt imagcs of his greatnefs, and the innamerable
orders of {pirits emanations from his wifdom. Man-
kind are all but one family of thatimmenfe republic of -
: mtclhgenccs of which Godis the common Father. Each
manis asa ray of light feparatcd from it’s fource, ﬁmy—
ed intoa corner of difordered nature, toffed aboit by
the tumultuous wind of paffion, tranfported, from climate
o climate by reﬁlcfs defires, purified by all the misfor-
tuncs it mects with,. till it becomes like a fubtile vapour |
rca.fccndmﬂ to the fupenor regions from whence it fell.”

wee
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We have here afruitful fource of luminous ideas, beau-
tiful images and fublime expreflions, fuch as we find
in the holy fcripture, and in Milton who has copied
them. The Egyptians corporalized too much thefe
ideas by their fenfible fymbols; but the Greek poets,
and their imitacors the Roman poets, entirely mangled
and degraded “hem. The Divinity is no longer a fove-
reign wifdom but a blind deftiny, man is but a mafs of
atoms of which nothing remains after death but an empty
thade, immortaity is a dream, the Elyfian ficlds 2 mere
fubterranecous cavern, and the habitation of the Gods
a mountain of Greece: by thefe means a dark vail is
drawn over the whole univerfe, the fource of noble ideas
is dried up, and reafon becomes a barren field: The 1-
magination deftitutc of principles fecks to fupply it’s in-
digence by creating 2 new world; it transforms all ob-
jeds in order to embellith them, it exalts men irnto
Gods, and debafes Gods into men, it gives body to fpi-
rits and fpirit to bodies ; it’s defcriptions are florid but
falfe, and its marvellous degrades the divine nature ;
the agreeable and the gay take the place of the true fu-
blime,and of that diviner poetry,which firft leads man into
his own heart, and then raifes him above himfelf. Such
is the Greck pocfy, always poor in the midft ofit’s feem-
ing abundance: bad the author been able to imitateit,
itis what he ought to have avoided, as improper in a
book of principles. -

It is not pretended by all that has been faid, that this
work, as now given to the publick, is free from faults;
there will no doubt always remain a great number; nor
would the author have troubled the reader with thefe re-
fleGions but to juftify his main defign, and explain more
fully the plan of his book,

IH R
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HE Affyrian empire having been for many ages

extended over all Afia, was at length difmem-
bered, upon the death of Sardanapalus (4). Arbaces
governor of Media cntered into a league with Belefis
governor of Babylon, to dethrone that effeminate
monarch: they befieged him in his capital, where the
unfortunate Emperor to avoid being made a prifoner, and
to hinder his encmies from becoming mafters ofhis im-
merfe riches, fet fire to his palace, threw himfelf into
the flames, and perifhed with all his treafures, Ninus the
true heir fucceeded him in the throne, and reigned at
Nineveh; but Arbaces took poffeflion of Media, with
all it’s d=pendencies, and Belefis of Chaldea, with the
neighbouring territeries (6). And thus was the ancient
empire of the Affyrians divided into three monarchics,
the capitals of which were Ecbatana, Babylon and
Ninevch. Tt wasnot long before the lat became a prey
to the ambitious fucceflors of Belefis ; nor did thofe of

Ar-

(2) Diod. Sic. lib. 2. Athen. lib 1 2. Herod, [ib. 1. Juft. lib. 1.
cap. 3, % 2
(£) This happened many years hefore the foundation of
Rome, and the inftitution of the Olympiads. It was in the time of
~tiphron, oth perpetual Archon of “Athicns;- and almoft goo
J cas before the Chriftian Aera, .
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Arbaces fail to pufh their conquefts : they brought feve
ral of the neighbouring nations under tribute, and par=
ticularly Pgrfia : fo that the King of Media and Babylon
became the two great potentates of the Eaft. Such was
the ftate of Afia when Cyrus was born: his father Cam-
byfes was King of Perfia : Mandana his mother was daugh-
ter of Aftyages King of the Medes. :

He was educated from his tender years after the man-
ner of ancient Perfia, where the youth was inurcd to
hardfhip and fatigne ; hunting and war were their only
exercifes; but confiding too much in their patural cou-
rage, they negleCted military difcipline. The Perfians
" were hitherto rough but virtuous; they were not ver-
fed in thofe arts and {ciences which polifh the mind and
manners; but they were great madters in the fublime
{cience of being content with fimple mature, defpifing:
death for the love of their country, and flying all plea-
{ures which emafculate the mind, and eneryate the bo-
dy. Being perfuaded that fobriety and exercife prevent
almoft every difcafe, they habituated themfelves toa ri-
gorous abftinence and perpetual labour : (¢) the lighteltin-

. difpofitions proceeding from intemperance were thought
fhameful. The youth were educated in public fchools,
where they were early initructed in the knowledge ofthe
Taws, and accuftomed to hear caufes, pafs fentence, and
mutaally to do one another the moft exat juftice; and
hereby they difcovered their difpofitions, penetration and
capacaity for employments in a fper age. The virtues
which their malters were principally careful to infpire
into them, were love of truth, humanity, fobricty and o-
bedience : the wo former make us refemble the gods;
the two latter are neceffary to the prefervation of order.
The chief aim of the laws in ancient Perfa was to
“prevent the corraption of the heart: and for this reafon
the Perfians punifhed ingratitude (&) ; a vice againft which
therc is no provifion made by the laws of other nations:
who-

(c) Xen.Cyr. p: 18. Ed. Oxon. Turpe enim apud Perfas

habetur expuere, nafium emungere, &c,
{d) Cyrop. Xeil. p- 10,
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whoever was capable of forgetting a benefit was looked up- -
on as an enemy to fociety. : : ;

Cyrus ‘had been educated according to thefe' wife ma-
xims; and though it wasimpoffible to conceal fron hinvhis
rank and birth, yet he was treated with the fame feverity
as if he had nor been heir to a throne; he was taught to
praétfe an exact obedicnce, that he might afterwards
know how to command. When he arrived at the age of'
fourtcen, Aftyages defired to fee him: Mandana could not
avoid complying with her father’s orders, but the thought
of carrying her fon 1o the court of Ecbatana cxceedingly
grieved her. :

For the fpace of three hundred years the kings of Me-
dia had by their bravery extended their coaquelts; and
conquefts had begot luxury, which is always the forerun-
ner of the fall of empires. Varour, CoxquesT, Lux-
URY, ANARCHY, this is the fatal circle, and thefe are the
different periods of the: politic life, in almoft all flates.
“The court: of Ecbatana was then in its {plendor; but this
{plendor had nothing in'it of folidity. The days were
fpent in effeminacy, ‘orin flattery ; the love of glory, fri&
probity, {evere honour, were no longer incfteem ; the pur--
fuit of folid knowledge was thought to argue a want
of tfte; agrecable trfling, fine-fpun thoughts, and
lively fallies of imagination, were the only kinds of wit
admired there. No fort of writings pleafed, but amafing
fictions where there was a perpetual fucceffion of events,
which furprifed by their variety, withous improving the un-
derftanding, or ennobling the heart. Love was without de-
licacy ; blind pleafure was its only attra@ive charm : The
women thought themfelves defpifed, when no attempts
were niade 10 enfnare them.  That which contributed ro
encreafe this corruption of niind, manaers and fentiments,
was the new doctrine fpread every where by the antient
Magi, that pleafurc is the only moving f] ring of man’s
heart: for as each man placed his plcafﬁrc in what he
liked beft, this maxim authorifed virtue or vice according
to every one’s tafte, humour, or complexion, This He-
pravity, however, was not then fo univerfal as it becatue
afterwards, Corruption takes it rife in courts, and ex-

' 5 tends
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tends itfelf gradually through all the parts of a flate. Mi-
litary difcipline was yet in its vigour in Media; and there
were in the provinces many braye foldiers, who not being,
infe&ted by the contagious ‘air of Ecbatan, preferved in
themfelves all the virtues which flourifhed in the reigns of
Dejoces «nd Phraortes.

Mandana was thoroughly fenfible of all the dangers to
which fhe fhould expofe young Cyrus, by <arrying him to
a court, the manners of which were {o different from tnofe
of the Perfians; but the will of Cambyfes, and the or-
ders of Aftyages, obliged her, whether {be would or not,
to undertake the journey.  She fet out attended by a
body of the young nobility of Perfia under the command
of Hyftafpes, to whom the education of Cyrus had been
committed : the young Prince was feated in a chariot with
her, and it was the firlt time that he had {een himicle
diftinguithed from his companions. Mandana was a Prin-
cefs of uncommon virtue, a well culiivated underitanding,
and a fuperior genius. She made it her bufinels duving the
journey to infpire Cyrus with the love of virtue, by enter-
taining him with fables according to- the Eaftern manper.
“The minds of young perfons are not touched by abftrac- -
. ted ideas, they have heed of agreeable and familiar ima-
ges; they cannot reafon, they can only feel the charms
of truth ;- and to make it lovely to them, it muft be pre-
tented under fenfible and beautiful forms.
~ Mandana had cbferved that Cyrus was often too full of
himfelf, and that he difcovered fome tokens of a rifing
vanity. which might one day obfeure his great qualities.
She endeavoured to make him fenfible of the deformity of
this vice, by relaving to him the fable of Sozares, a Prince
of the ancient empire of Affyria. It referubles the ftory of «
the Grecian Narciffus, who perithed by the foolifh loye of .
himfelf. For thus it is that the gods punith ; they only give
us over to ourown pafliens, and we immediately commence
upbappy. She then painted forth the the beauty of thofe
noble virtues which lead to heroifm,by the gencrous forget-
ting of one’s felf, and related to bim the fable of the firft
Hermes,  This was a divine youth, who had wit and
beauty without knowing it, and was unacquainted with bis

: own
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own virtue, becaufe he knew not that there were any vices': *
the gods to reward this happy ignorance endowed him with
fuch fublime wifd® as made him the oracle of all Egypt.
Tt was thuas that Mandana inftructed her fon during the
journey; onc fable  gave rife to another.  The queftions
of the Prince fernifhed the Queen with new.matter to en-
tertan him, «nd with opportunity of teaching him the
hidden meaning of the Egyptian fubles, the tafte for which
had prevailed very much in the Eaft, fince the conquelts
of Sefoltris.

As they paffcd one dayby a mountain, confeerated to
the great Oromazes (¢), Mandana ftopped her chariot, a- -
lighted, and drew near to the facred place. It was the
day of a folemn feftival, and the high prieft was already
prepariag the vidtim, crowned with-flowers; he was of a
faudden feized with thedivine Spirit, and interrupting the
filence and folemnity of the facrifice, cred out in a tran-
fport; I fee a young hwrel rifing, it will foon fpread its
branches over all the Kaft, thé nations will come in crowds
to affemble together under its fhadow ().  Mandam
made deep reﬂgt"tidhs upon this oracle, and when fhe was
got up again into her chariot, fiid to her fon: the gods
give fomctimes thefe happy prefages to arimate heroic
fouls: but theevent of fuch predistions; as far as they
are perfonal, dcpends upon our virtuc: ‘the defigns of
the great Oromazes never fail of their accomplithment,
but he changeés th= inftruments of them, when thofe
whom he had chofen render themfelves unvrorthy of his
choice. : ;

As foon as they arrived ipon the frontiers of Media,
Altyages with all his court came out tomect them. He
was a Prince of great beneficence and humanity, but his.
natural goodnefs made him- often too eafy, and his pro-
penfity to pleafure had broaght the Medes- mto the tafte of
luxury and effeminacy.  Cyrus, foon after” his arrival at
the court of Ecbatana, gave proofs of a wit and judg-
ment far beyond his age.  Altyages put divers queftions

? C 2 G <t
* (¢) The great god of the Perfians. See the Difcourfe, p. 281.

_ (f) IMaiah’s Prophecy may be fuppofed to have been fpread a~
broad in the Eaft. ke 5 P
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to him concerning the manners of the Pexfians, their laws,
and their:method of educating youth, He ‘was ftruck
with aftonifhiment at the {prightly and #8ble anfwers of his
grandfon,  Young Cyruswas the admiration of the whole:
.s\m‘, infomuch that he began to be intoxicated with
praife; @ feeret prefumption ﬂulc into his heart; he talk-
ed alittle too much, and did not hearker cnough o0 o- 2
thers; he decided with an air of {ufficiency, And {ecemed
wo fond of it, Mandana, to remedy this faul€-con=
riived to fet before him his own picture by certain paflages
of hiftoryy for fhe proceeded im his edesation upon the
fame pln on which fhe had begunit.  She related. to him
the flory ‘of Logis ard Sygeus.

My !m faid fhe, it was formerly the cuftom at T hcbes
iy:Bocotia to raife to the throne, after the death of the
Ling, himof all his children who had the belt underftand-
ing.  When a prince has fine pasts he can chopfe able
miniters, make proper vfe of their talents, and} govern
thofe who govern under hiny; this is the great {
the artsof rcigning. Among the King’s fons thefre
two who feenved of a fuperior genius. The elder,{'n
Logis, loved talking; the younzer, who was cajfled Sy=
geus, was @ man of fow words.  The firlt made | himfelf
admired by the charms of his wit, the fecond madiechim=
{elf loved by the goodnefs of his heart.  Logis Jfhewed.
pléialy, even while he endeavoured to conceal ir, jehat he
dpoke only to thinc; Syscus hearkened readily tolothers,
and looked upon zouverfation as a fort of conimerce,
where each perfon ought to furnith fomething of his own.
The onc made the mott thorny ard perplexed affairs a- |
gre&lbk by the lively and thining firokes of wit he inter= |
mixed in all he faid; the other threw light upon the ob
feureft paints,, by reducmg every thing to fimple prin=
ciples.  Logis affected myltery without being fecret, and
his politics were full of ftratagems and artifice ; Sygeus,
impenetrable without being falfe, furmounted all obftacles:
by his prudence and courage. ~ The one never difplayed |

Lis talents but toferbe his ambition; the other frequent!
concealed his virtues that he mwht tafte the fecret plca
fure of doing good forits own fakc. <

T



OB - iCSYa RS S B »

After the King’s death, all the people got together in:
hafte to choofe a fucceflor ta the throne : twelve old men:
prefided at the aflembly to correct the judgment of the °
multitade, who feldom fail to be carriedsaway by prejudice,
appearances, or pafhion. The eloquent Prince made a long,.
but fine harangue, wherein he fet forth all the duties

«of 2 King, io order to-infinnate, that one who was fo,
well acquainted with them would undounbtedly fulfilk
them : Prince Sygeusin a few words reprefented: to the
affembly the great hazard in the exercife of foyereign
authority, and- confefled an unwillingnefs to: expofe
himfelf totheme TItisnot, added he, that I would fhum
any difficulties or dangers to ferve my country, but I ane
afraid of being found unequal to the tatk of geverning..
The old men decided.in favour of Sygeus; but the young:
people,and thofe of fuperficial under(tandings,took the pare.
of the clder brother, and raifed by degrecs-a rebellion,,
under pretext that injultice had been done to. Logis.
Troops were levied on both fides; Sygeus propofed tor
yield his right to his brother, in order to hinder the efufi~
on of the blood of his ceuntrymen, bur his army would:
not confent toit. v ’

The chief men of both parties feeing the miferies with.
which the {tate was ready to beover-whelmed,. propofed:
the expedient of letting both the brothers reign, each 2.
year, by turns. This form: of government has many in~
conveniences, but it was preferred before a civil war,,
the greateft of all calamitics.  The two. brothers applau--
ded the propofal for peace; and: Logis afcended the throge..

> He changed inalitde time alithe ancient Jaws of the king—
dom; he was always liftening to. new: projects; andifio
have a lively imagination. was {ufficicne toraifc 2. man .t
the highelt employments + that which ﬁ:er‘n::dg excellent
in fpeculation could not be executed without dificulty-and:
contufion ; his minifters, who. had no-experience, kaew not
that precipitate changes,how ufeful foever. they may appear,,

" arealways dangerous. The neighbouring natiens took ad~
vantage from this weak adminiftratiort toinvade the coun~
try’; and had it not been for the prudtnce and bravery -of
Sygeus all had been loft,and the pgople muft haye fubmisted:

234 C 3 = w
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to a foreign voke.  His brother’s year being expired he
afcended the throne, gained the confidence and love of
his people, re-citablithed the ancient laws, and by his wife
condu&, evenmow: than by his victories, drove the enemy
out of the country. From that time Sygeus reigned alone,
and it was decided in the fupreme council af the old men,
that the King to be chofen forthe future flauld not he the.
perfon who gave proofs of the quickeft parts, but of the
foundc{t judgment.  They were of opinion, thatvostalk
cloquently, or to be fruitful in expedients and {tratagems
were not talents fo effential toa good gevernor, as a juft
difcernment in choofing, and a {teadinefs and courage in
purfuing the beft and wileft councils.

Cyrus ufually confeffed his faults without feeking to
excufe them : belitened to this ftory with attention, per--
ceived the defign of Mandana in telling ‘it, and refolved to
corre& himfuf. R

Soon after tkis, he gave a notable proof of his genius
and courage. He was fearce fixteen years of age when
aerodac, fon of Nabuchodonofor King of Affyria, aflem-
bled fome troops, and under pretence of a great hunting
made a fadden irruption into Medea : he marched in perfon
with twelve thoufand men towards the firft ftrong places
belonging to the Aledes, encamped near them, and from
thence fent out detachments every day to fcour and ravage
the country. Aftyages had notice of it, and having given
the neceffary orders for affembling his army, he fet out
wwith his- fon Cyaxares and young Cyrus, followed onlv by
fomewroops levied in hafte, to the number of eight thoufand
men,  When he was come near the borders of his own
country, he encumped upon a rifing ground; from whence
he could difcover the plauin which the detachment of Me-
rodac were laying wafte. Aftyagesordered two of his ge-
neral officers to go and obferve the enemy 5 Cyrus defired
leave to. accompany them, in order to inform himfelf of
2he firuation of the country,the advantageous pofts, and the
{trength of the Aflyrian army: having made his obferva-
wious he came back, and gave an exac account of all he
bad feen. 7 : ' :

: The



OF CYRUS B - 0

The next day Merodac left his camp and advaneed to-
wards the Medes ; - whereupon Aftyages aflembled a coun-
cil of war to deliberate upon the motions he fhould inake.
“The general officers, fearing the numbers of the encmy,
thought it moft advifeable to retire, or.at leaft to.fufpend
all a&ion till the arrival of frefh troops. Cyrus, who was

_ impatient to engage, heard their opinions with uncafinefs,
but obferved a profound filence our of refpect to the Em-
petoi,- and fo many experienced commanders; at length
Altyages ordered him. to {peak. He then rofe up in the
mid(t of the affembly, and with a noble and modeft air,
faid : Merodacis now in full march, but he cannot come
up with us without paffing between a wood to his right
and a morafs to his left. Let the army advance to attack
him in that place, where he will not be able to extend his
troops and furround us. In the mean time I will convey
myfelf with five hundred young Medes through this deep
narrow valley, and line the wood. I haye juft caufed it
to be viewed, and find that the encmy have negledted this

oft. Tt

. He faid no more, blufhed, and feared to have fpoken
too much, * All admired his genius for war at fuch ten-
der years; and Aftyages furprized at his ready thought

and judgment, immediately commanded that his counfel
fhould be followed. Cyaxares marched {trait to meet the
enemy, while Cyrus accompanied by Hyftafpes filed off
with a body of voluntiers, and without being difcovered
feized an angle of the wood. The Prince of the Medes
attacked the Affyrians in the narrowelt part of the pafs,
and while Aftyages advanced to fuftain him, Cyrus fallicd
out of the weggh. fell upon the enemy in flank, and with
his voice ani & the Medes, whoall followed him with
ardour; he covered himfelf with his fhield, pierced into
the thickeft of the battalions, and fpread terror and {laugh-
ser where-ever he came. The Aflyrians, feeing them-
felves thus attacked on all fides, loft courage, and fled

* _ in diforder.  As foon as the battle was over, generofity
and humanity refumed their empire ir.the breaft of Cyrusz

_he was fenfibly touched with feeing tae field covered with.

dead bodies: he took the fame care of the wounded Afly-
i e rians
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rians as of the Medes, and gave the neceffary orders for
their cure. They are men, faid he, as well as we, and
are no longer enemies when once they are vanquithed. The
Emperor, having taken his precautions to prevent fuch ir~
ruptions for the fature, returned to Ecbatan.

Mandana, being foon after obliged to leave Media and
return to Cambyfes, would have taken her fon with her,. -
but Aftyages oppofed it: why, faid he, will you deprive
me of the pleafure of feeing Cyrus? he will here leara mi~
litary difcipline which is not yet known in Perfia. I con-:
jure you, by the tendernefs which I have always fhewn
you, not to refufe me this confolation. Mandana could
not yield her confent but with great relu@ance. She
dreaded the leaving her fon in the midft of a court which. -
was the feat of voluptuoufnefs.  Being alone with Cyrus:.
my fon, faid the, Aftyages defires that you thould conti-
nue here with him; yet I cannot without concern refolve
to leave you: T fear leftthe purity of your manners fhould.
be ftained, and you fhould be intoxicated with foolith paf-
fions. - The firft fteps to vice will feem to be only inno-
cent amufements, a well-bred compliance with received
cuftoms, and a liberty which you muft allow*yourfelf in
order to pleafe, Virtue may come by degrees to be.
thought toe fevere, an enemy to pleafure and {ocicty, and:
even contrary to nature, becaufe it oppofes inclination ; in.
aword, you will perhaps look upon it as matter of mere
decency, a politic phantom, a popular prejudice, from
which men ought to get free, when they can indulge their
paflions in feeret.  Thus you may go from one ftep to a-
nother, till your underftanding be infatuated, your heart:
Ied aftray, and yeu run into all forts of crimes,

Leave Hyftafpes with me, replied Cyrus; he willteach.
me to avoid all thefe dangers. Friendfhip has long ac-
cuftomed me to open my heart to him, and he is not only
my counfellor, but the confident of my weaknefles. Hy~
ftafpes was an experienced: commander who had ferved
many years under Aftyages, in his wars againft the Scy-
thians and the King of Lydia, and had all the vires of
the ancient Perfians; together with the politenefs of the-
Medes. Being a great politician and a great philofopher, a

Z man:
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man equally able and difinterefted, he had rifen to the firit
employments of the {tate without ambition, and poffeffed:
them with modefty. Mandana being perfuaded of the yir-
tus and capacity of Hyltafpes, as well as of the adyanta-
ges her {fon might find by living in a court that was no lefs
brave and knowing in the art of war than polite, obeyed
Altyaces with the lefs regret. She began her journey
foon after, and Zyrusaccompanied her fome leagues from
Ecbutatia; at parting fhe embraced him with tendernefs;
my fon, faid the, remember that your virtue alone can
make me happy. The young Prince melted into tears,
and could make no anfwer; this was his firlt feparation
from her: he followed her with his eyes till the was out
of fight, and then returned to Ecbatan.

Cyrus continued at the court of Altyages without be-
ing infe&ed by it. This however was not owing to the
precautions of Mandana, the counfcls of Hyftafpes, or his
owa nataral virtue, but tolove. = There was then at Ec-
batan a young Princefs named Caffandana, related to Cy-
rus, and daughter of Pharnafpes, who was of the race of
the Achemenides.  Her mother dying, her father, who
was one of the principal Satrapes of Perfia, had {ent her
to the court of Aftyages, to be there educated under the
eyc of Ariana Queen of the Medes. Caffandana had all
the politenefs of that court without any of its fanlts; her
wit was equal to her beauty, and her modelty heightened
the charms of both; her imagination was lively, but di-
refted by her judgment; a jultnefs of thought was as na-
tural to her as a gracefulnefs of expreflion and mamner;
the delicate ftrokes of wit, with which her eafy and chear-
ful converfation abounded, were unftudied and unaffeted ;
nor were the acquired accomplifhments of her-mind infe-
riar to her natural graces and virtues; but fhe concealed
her talents with fo much care, or difcavered them with {o
much referve, that every thing in her féemed the work of
pure nature. She had entertained a particular regard for, -
- Cyrus from the firlt moment fhe had feen him, but had fo
carefully hid her fentiments as not to ke fufpeéted. ,
.. Proximity of blood gave Cyrus frequent opportunitics.

of fceing her, and difcourfing with her.  Her converfa-

7 7 . tion
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tion polifhed the manners of the young Prince, who inf¢n-
fibly acquired by it a delicacy with which till then he had
been unacquainted. The beauties and virtues of the
Princefs produced by degrees in his foul all the motions of
that noble paflion, which foftens the hearts of heroes with-
out léffening their courage, and which places the principal
charm of love in the pleafure of loving. - Precepts, ma-
xims and fevere leflons, do not always preferve the mind ~
from the poifoned arrows of fenfuality.  Virtue does not
render the heart infenfible, but it often happens that a well-
placed love is the only fecurity from dangerous and crimi-
nal paflions.

Cyrus enjoyed in the converfation of Caffindana all the
pleafures of the pureft friendfhip, without daring to de-
clare his love; his youth and his modefty made him timo-
sous. Nor was it long before he felt all the pains, dif-
quicts and alarms, which ever attend upon fuch paffions,
cven when they are molt innocent.  Caffandana’s beauty
created him a rival; Cyaxares felt the power of her
charms ;. he was much about the fame age with Cyrus, but
of a very different chara&er; he had wit and courage,
but was of an impetuous, haughty difpofition, and fhewed
already but too great a propenfity to all the vices common
to young princes. ~ Caflandana could love nothing but vir-
tue, and her heart had made its choice. She dreaded
more than death a marriage which fhiould naturally have
flattered her ambition.  Cyaxares was tnacquainted with
the delicacy of love: his high rank augmented his nataral
haughtinefs, and the manners of the Medesauthorized his
prefumption; fo that he ufed little precantion or ceremeny
in letting the Priccefs know his. paffion forher. He im-
mediately perceived her indifference, fought for the caufe
ofit, and was not long in making the difcovery. Tn all
public diverfions fhe appearcd gay and free with him, but
was more referved with Cyrus.  The guard fhe keptupon
herfelf gave her an air of conftraint, which was not natural
toher. She anfwered toall the arilities of Cyaxares with
ready and lively ftrokes of wit; but when Cyrus fpoke to
her; fhe could hardry conceal her perplexity. \ i
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The Prince of Perfia, being little fkilled in thefecrets
of love, did not interpret the conduét of Caffandana in the
fame manner with his rival. He imagined that the was
pleafed with the paffion of Cyaxares, and that her eyes
were dazzled with the luftre of that Prince’s crown. He
experienced alternately the uncertainty and hope, the pains
and pleafures of a lively paflion: his trouble was too great
to be long concealed; Hyftafpes perceived it and faid to
him , sor fome time paft I have obferved that you are
thoughtful and abfent; I believe I fee into-the caufe of it,
you are in love, Cyrus; there is no way to vanquifh love,
but to crufh it inits birth.  You are ignorant of its wiles, °
and the dangers into which it leads; at firft it enchants
with its fweemefs, but in the end it poifons: it paffes in
the beginning for nothing more than an homage paid to
merit, and 2 fentiment worthy of a tender and generous
heart; by little and little the foul lofes its vigour, the un~
derftanding is bewildered, and the intoxication augments ;
that which feemed inits birth an innocent inclination and
a lovely paflion, becomes on a fuddenall fary and madnefs,
Cyrus, touched to the quick by thefe words, hearkned
to them with great uneafinefs ; he frequently changed co-
lour, butdurft not make any anfwer.. Hyftafpes knowing
that examples make a deeper impreflion than reafoning,
related to him the hiftory of Zarina and Stryangeus; in
which we have an inftance of the fatal confequences of a
violent paflion; and at the fame time of the poflibility of
furmounting it. .

() In the reign of Cyaxares fon of Phraortes, faid he,
a bloody war was kindled between the Sacae and the
Medes.. The troops of Cyaxares were-commanded by
his fon-in-law Stryangeus, the braveft and moft accomplith-
ed Prince of all the Ealt. = He had marned Rhetea the
Emperor’s daughter, who. had both wit and beauty, and
was of a moft amiable temper. Nothing had hitherto ei-
ther leffened or diftarbed their mutual paflion. = Zarina, -
* Queen of the Sacae, put herfelf at the head of her own
troops ; for fhe was not only adomed-with all the chagns

; * e S T .of

(g) This ftory hasits foundatior, in antiquity, and is taken -
fram Nicolausof Dam, Ctefiassand Diod. Sic,” =
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of her fex, but was miftrefs of the moft heroic virtues:
having been educated at the court of Mcdia, fhe had
there contracted an intimate friendfhip with Rhetea from
her childhood. For two whole years the war was carried
on with equal advantages on both fides. “Truces were
often made in order to treat of peace; and during thefe
ceflations of arms, Zarina and Stryangeus had frequentin=
terviews.  The great qualities which he Jdifcovered in this
Princefs immediately produced efteem; and under tisv cover
of that efteem, love foon infinuated idelf into his heart.
He no longer endeavoured to put an end to the war, for
fear of being feparated from Zarina; but he made fre-
quent truces, in which love had a greater fhare than po-
licy. -
. The Emperor at length fent exprefs orders to give a
decifive battle. * In the heat of the engagement the two
commanders met.each other; Stryangeus would have a-
voided Zarina, but fhe, whofe heart was yet free from
any thing which fhould reftrain her, atracked him, and
gbliged him' to defend himfelf: let us fpare, “cried fhe,
the blood of our fubjecs: it belongs to usalone to put an
end to the war, Love and glory by tums animated the
young hero; he was equally afraid of conquering and of
being conquered 5 he frequenty expofed his own life by
{paring Zarina’s, but at length found means to gain the
victory; he threw his javelin with a f{kilful hand, yet
fcarce had helet it fly when he repented,  and would have
recalled it; the Queen’s horfe was wounded; the horfe |
fell, and the Queen with him: Stryangeus flew inftantly to
her relief, and would have no other fruit of his wittory,
than the pleafurc of faving what he loved. He offered her
peace withall {forts of advantages, preferved her dominions
to her, and, in the name of the Emperor, {wore a perpe-
rual alliance with her at the head of the twoarmies. After
this he begged permiffion to wait upon her to her capital,
and fhe confented toit; but their motives were very diffe-
rent. - Zarina's thoughts were wholly taken up with the
care of teflifying ler gratitude, while Stryangeus fought
anly an opportunity of difcovering his love; he accompi-
pied the Princefs in her chariot, and they were conducted
% R with
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with pomp t@fRoxanacia, Stryangeus eafily found means
%0 prolong his {tay there. - Tt was receffary that the Em-
peror fhould ratify by a treaty the engagements into which
his general had entered; and the Prince by his addre(s
cauled feveral difficulties to be ftarted which might make
his prefence reqrifite at the court of Zarina. - He artfully
made advantage ¢f thefc negotiations to let the Queen {ee
how much he had her intereft at heart ; “he at firft coneeal-
ed I isdefigns that he might fecurether fitendfhip. = Vir-

_ tuots.fouls do not eafily entertain difteult, theisvery inno-
= cencc helpsito betray them when they-arc ignorant of the
wiles of love.  Zarina was all gratitude, and her clleem
for Stryangeus began by little and littlé to grow into affec-
tion, without: her perceiving it.  She often fuffered her
{entiments to break forth, in the moft confpicuous mavner,
becanfe the knew not as yet the fource ofthem; fhe talted
the fecret fiveets of a young and growing pafion, and was'
unwilling to examine into the motions of her own heart;
" but at length The difcovered, that love had too greata thare
inthem; fhe blufhed at her weakaefs, -and refglved to get
the better'of it; fhe preffed the departure of Stryangeus,
*. but the 'young Mede could not leave Roxanasia: he was
Ho longer mindful of glory, he forgot all hns: affe&ion tfox'
Rhetea,” he vielded himflf up intirely to a blind pulion,
fighed, complained, and being no longer mafter'of lim-
felf; declared hislove to Zarina in the firongeft and moft
paflionate terms. e i : :
The Queen did not feck to hide the fituation of her
mind; but fhunning all afeGed cvafions and myftery, an-
-~ fwered with a noble franknefs : L am indcbted to you for
my life-and for my crewn; my love is equal ro my grati-
tude, -and my heart is no Iefs touched than yourss bur I
“-will fooner die. than betray my virtue, or foffer that your
“glory /honld receive the leaft blemith,  Confider, dear
Stryangcus, that you are the hu‘band of Rhetza, whom T
love ; honour and friendfhip oblige me equally to facrifice
a paffion which would prove my fhame and her misfor-
tane:  As fhe ended thefe words fhe retired: - Stryangeus
remained eonfounded,” and in defpair; he fhut hirnfslZup
~iq his aparument, and felt by twne all the contrary motions
. D
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of an heroic foul thatis combated, conquered and infulted
by a violent and tyrannical paflion.  One while he is jea-
ous of Zarina’s olory, and ‘refolves to mmitate her; the
next moment cruel love fports with his rcfolunons, and
éven with his virtue.  In this tempeft of paflions his under-
{tanding is clouded, his reafon forfakes him, and he re-
folves to kill himfelf; but he firft writes hefe woids to
Zarina.! ¢ T faved your life, and you take away mine;

< I fall the vi&tim of my love and of your virtue, biing - |

<« ‘unable to*'conquer the one or to imitate the other.
¢ PDeath alone ¢an put an end to my ciime, and to my
¢ torment. Farewel for ever.” He fent this letter to the
Queen, who inftantly flew to the apartment of the young
Mede; but he had already plunged the dagger into his
breaft; fhe faw hint weltting in his blood, fell into a
fivdon, ‘came again to herfelf; and by her tears called back
his foul that was ready ito take its flicht. He fighed, o-

peried” his eyes, beheld the grief of Z.mm, and confented
to-have lis. wound taken carc of “hxch "or nuuty ‘days

was thought mortal.

Rhetea, being informed of this tragxcal adventure, foon

arrived at Rmmnacr a. « Zatinarelated to her all that hap-
peaed, without concealing either her weaknefs or fer re-

S et e el

fiffarice. * Such noble fimplicity cannot be \mdcr&ood Or ¢

relifhed but by greatfouls. Théugh the war betseen the -
Sieae and the Medes had ‘interrupted ‘the ‘correfpondence .
of thefe two Princeffes, it had not in the lealt diminithed

their friendfhip ; ' they knew and efteemed cach other w00

well to be fufceprible- of diftruft o jealouly. * Rhetea al- -

ways'btheld Sf'r\'angeas withthe eyes of alover: fhe la-

unaredlns wcaknefs, becaufc {he faw

hl?was notéd Pd of sloves:” Zanna’m‘vam prcﬂ'ed hxs de-'

parture;’ hie was not ‘able'to tear himfelf away from that’ ©

futal pla

+i0 longer loved by 7°man whom alone fhe lovcd commi-
feérion fora hufband given up to defpair; efteem for ari-

v.xl whom flie could not htc Shc faw herfelf cvery day'
RS : be-,

.

his paffionr ‘and his torments' were renewed.
: Rbetea‘pcr’cetved it, ‘and fell Tntoa deep fadnefs; fhe fuf-"
tered all the ' molt cruel agitations of foul ; grief for “being
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between a lover hurried away by his paflion, and a vir- |
tuons friend whom fheadmired; and that her life was the

misfortune of both. How cruel a fitmation for a, yene-

rous and tender heart! the more fhe concealed her pain,

the more fhe was opprefled by it.. She funk at lait undcr

the weight, and fell dangeroufly fick. One day whea {he

was ~lone witk  Zarina and Stryangeus; fhe drapt thefe,
words; 1 am Cying; butI die contcnt, fince my death

will nraxe you happy.

Zarina meltedinto tears at thefe words and wuhdrcw~
thefe words pierced the heart of Stryangeus:: helooked-
upon Rhetea and beheld her pale, languithing, apd rea-
dy to expire with grief and loye. The Princefs’s eyes were
fied immovably faftened upon the Prince; his own . at
length were opened : he was, like a man who awakes from;
a profound fleep, or comes out of a delirium, whcrc -no-
thing had appeared in 1ts namralthpe He had feen Rhetea
“every day without perceiving. the cruel condition to1 which
he had reduced her : he faw her at prcﬁ.m with 6ther eycs,'
it awakened all his virtue, 2nd kindled again all his for-
mer tendernefs. He acknowledged his error, threw: him--
felf at her feet, and, embracing her,” repeated often thefe:
words;- interrupted by: tears and fighs; live, my dear
Rhetea, live to give me the pleafure of repairing'my fault ;.
1 am now acquainted with all the value of yourkeait..
“Thefe words brought ber again to life : her beaury, retur~
ned by degrees with her ﬁrength the departed foon after.
with Stryangeus for Ecbatana, and from that time no-
thing ever difturbed their union.

You fee by this, continued Hyitafpes, towhat extre-

* mities love may. reduce the greatelt herocs; you fee like-
wife the power of rcfoluuon and. courage. in conquering -
the mott violent palTxons, when we have a fincere defire
to get the vidory. - I fhould fear nothing for youn if_there
were _ at this conrt fach  perfons as Zarina ;. ‘but heroic yir-
tue like hers would now be :hought romantic,or rather afa=
s Vaz,&. infenGibility, The manners, of the Medes are very
much changed : Caflandana, continued he with defign: is
. the only perfon  fee whoi orthy of your affc&xeq. He
was:going on, when Cyrl interrupung him cried out,
Tagh : Rl 01 you
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_you have named thedear obje®t of my heart - Caffandana |
* has rendered me infenfible to every thing that could have
~fedaeed my virtig, Tlove her, but I'am not loved: The -

“Piie: ﬂoppcd liere; fearing to have faid ‘too much; he

1: seked upon Hyftafpes 1o foe whether he apprm ed of hls

“joret

< Hyftafpes, overjoyed to have dnfcoven’d the P-ince’s

paffion by this innocent: artifice; refolved inftanly to em-

ploy ail iis endeavours to cure him of it, but yet=co ma= .

nage hini with delicicy and tendernefs; he diflembled his -

coacern; and embracing the young Prince, with a ferene
cotmtenance, faid 1o him; Caifindana’s beauty is the leaft |
cfher charms; her heart isas pure as her underftanding is
=rights . I cannot however approve of your paﬂ”ron, you
A‘-nofv tlmt ‘Cumbyfes has other ‘views for you. ~ He dc-
figns you for the danghter of Croefus, one of the moft |
poteat monarchs of the Eafti. Jeis by this m(erngc that
youmnlt begin to verify the oracles; Perfizis a'wibutary

_ grovince, 100 ineonfidsiuble to be i Ceteanobir il

“pite, and the ftene of thefe great exploits to which the
“¢ds have dellined § you ;- do not oppofe their decrees ; you
ot without o ¢rime gite your heart to'any other but
im whom Cambyfes las chafcn for yousz vemember the |
‘of Stryangens, ‘and’ the excefles to which that hero |

“was hurried by his love. - This difcourfe threw Cyrus
back iato s Former fadnefs ; but out of frxer'uﬂnp for
“Hyitefhes he concealed his pains withort dif ruumg “his §
ientiments, 1f the grcat Oromazes, faid he with a fub-
* -miflive tone of voice, decrees me for the daughter of the 1|
Kirg of Lydia, b will doubtlels give me the fiiength to |

- getthe mattery of my patfion. < But, alas; ean-you com=

* puremy love for ‘Caffindana witl that of Stryangeus for
Zaina? That Pnnccs love,’ anfwered HY["JPES, WaS

; cmﬁm:x},r but' )’OJI‘S"‘CJﬁ'ﬂOt be inhocent, it itbe notap= |

‘proved of by Cambyfes. He durft not fay .any more, welt

kuowmg, thiat oppotition for the moftpart ferves only toir< -
- mtate the minds of young perfons, He contented himfelf |
with obferving for fome days all thc Prince’s motions, and
at length concladed that the ly meavs to cure him of |
lns pa»fﬁeu wds Iofeparatf- huﬂom the object of it. He

- m\
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informed Cambyfes of Cyrus’s affection}for Caffandana, and
as the King of Perfia had other views for his fon, which
fuited better with his politicks, he recalled him into Perfia.

The young Prince received his- father’s orders with a
concern that was fujtable to the violence of his love. Caf-
fandana on the other hand could not fapport the thought

_of a feparatior, which left her wholly expofed te the im-
portunities of Cyaxares, and fhe gave herfelfup to grief;
evewve itfelf obliged her to fly whatfhe loved ; fhe was
afraid of contributing to the misfortunes of Cyrus.by ap-
proving of his pafion : but while fhe carefully avoided him; he
fought for her with eagernefs; and decency at length re-
quired the fhould fee him toreceive his laft adiev.  The
Prince was no longer able to hide his fentiments, he difco-
vered at the {ame time both the violence of his pafhionand
the excefs of his affliction. -Some tears dropped from the
Princefs’s eyes, and in fpite of her refervednefs thele
words efcaped her: ah Gods, why bave you given me .2
heart capable of tendernefs, if you forbid me to love 2
She blafhed as fhe uttered thefe words and retired. Cyrus
durft not follow her; the joy.of finding that he was laved .
by Caffandana, and the fear of lofing her, excited fuch
a tempeft of contrary motions in his foul as exceedingly
diftrefled him. ter 2 long {trugele and violent agitati-
ons of mind, he at length fiattered himfelf, that when be
arrived at the court of Perfia he might be able to move Cam-
byfes, by the help of Mandana, and this hope hindred him
from finking under the weight of fo cruel a feparation.

‘The young nobility weunld accompany him ta the fron-
tiers of Media. Ashe wentfrom Ecbatan, he eften flop-

- ped to ook back upon the place where he had lefs Caft
fandana ; atlength he loQ fight of that flatcly city, and cou-
ticued his way. When he came to. the frontiers where
the young Medes were to: lcase him, he made them ald
sich prefents, but with admirable diltinction, preferring -
merit and fervice to birth and ravk. During the reft of
the journey, the qu.e,of «engaging Mandapa in the inte- .
refts of his love feemed enurely to ca'm his mind, and dif~
fifed an air of contentment upen his xuce which he had not
before. Iis rerarn into. Perfia was celebrated by publick

: ; ‘D3 - o feaft-
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feaftings’ and rejoicings; and when thefe were over, he

Ieft his father’s palace, and retired to the place allotted for

the cducation of the young Perfian nobility, where he con-

tinued till he was eighteen.  The youngSatrapes, feeing

Cvrus returned, fiid one to another: he has been: living*

delientely at the court of Media, he will never be able to

accuitorn himfelf to our fimple and laborious minrer of
lif¢ : but when they faw that he was conteat with their or=
dinary dict; that he was more temperate and abftem.ous
than they themitlves, and thit he fhewed more fkill and
couragen all his exercifes, they were ftruckwith admira- |
tion; and confefled, that he had yet a jufter tite to the |
throne by his merit than by his birth. R

* vSome days after his retarn Cambyfes fent for him, and |
Jeeming ignorant: of his paffion for Caffandana,” imparted
2o him the defign he'had of fpeedily marrying himto'Can- -
~ - ddales, daughter of the King of Lydia. - €yros made no

- unfwerbuz by adeep figh andrefpedtful filence; bur the
- moment be leftthe kinghe ran to the Qucen’s apartment tor

diftlofe to her the feeret of his heart. 1 have followed

yoiir ceunfels;  faid. he, at the court of Ecbatan, T have

- ived dnfenfible: to all the moit enticing charms of vo-
Huptucufnels ; bur I owe nothing to. myfelf on' this ac-

. wount,T owe, he daughter of Pharnafpes; 1 love hery

preferved me from alt the errors and ex-
travdgancics of yeuth: do not think that my “attachment

- %0 ber'rs only a trenfient liking which may foon be over;

. T have never loved any other than Caffandina, and I feek
thaed pever carlovebut heralone: willyou fuffer the hap- |
pinefs of my fife to be made a faerifice to “political views ¥
3t is pretended’ shat my marriage with the daughter of

€roclis s che firlt ftep” T mult wke to enfarge my em-
pire, batr furcly the Gods ean make me a conqueror withs
eyrmaking me miferable:#: Manduna perceived that her |

_ 1o’ paffion was yet too firong to fuffer any remonfirances

-~ againit it, and hoping that time and abfence would infen=

- Bbly weakenit, the in the mean time foothed and encol=

Taped b 2T B e alnhae B4

+ Cifasdana Tived #dll at ‘the court 6f Ecbatan; but fhe.

- #waysireceived Cyasares with great'coldnefs. He owed
7'., o2 ; — s -3 i3 43 = % zdi
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a1t the complaifance the had fhewnhim, to €yrus’s l)refence.
The pleafure of {eeing Cyrus, of loving him, and being loved
byhim, filled her fouliwith afecret joy that diffufed-itfelf
through all her actions: but after the departure of the young
Prince, her converfation, wiich had been fofprightly and
chearful;was chngedintoamournfulfilence:the ia:zgqiihed,
her vely wit “eemed to be extinguithed, and all her natu-
‘ral charms to uifappear.” In the mean while Pharnafpes
fel” aangeroufly il at the court of Perlia, ‘and defired 'ta
fee his daughter; upon this' newsthe left Ecbatan'in hafte,
to pay the Jaft duties to her father. ' Several ladies of ‘the
court regreted her, but the greater part rejoiced at the ab-
fence of a Princefs, whofe manners were too: perfedt a
model of difcreet condud. ‘Cyaxares faw the ‘departiie
of Caffandana with inexpreflible diffatisfaction ; fpite; jea-
loufy, ‘hatred to his rival, all the pafions which #rife from
flighted love; tyrannized over hislreart.- He gave orders
to young Arafpes, the fon of Harpagus; to'go privately
through by-ways and flop Caffandanz, and to condu& her
toa folitary place on the borders of the Cafpian fea.

Arafpes, tho? he had been educated amidf all the plea-
furcs of a voluptuous court,  had neverthelefs preferved
_noble and generous fentiments, and fincerely abhorred e=
very thing that was difhonourable. YWhatever faults he
had, proceeded rather from eafinefs and complatfance than
vicioufnefs ; he'was of an amisble temper and a fourd un=
derftanding ; and being born for arms, ‘as well as formed
for a court, was qualified for any emnloyment civil or mi-
litary.  He communicated the orders, given- him by Cya-
xares, to his father Harpagus,'who loved Gyrus.” Harpa-
gus, having long fignalized his courags in war, lived at.
the. court of Ecbatan, “without being “corrupted.by its
he beheld with concern'the masners of the age, bu fiid lie-
tle, chooling rather 'to condemn them by his' condu than
by his difcourfe. I forefee, faid he to Arafpes, all the mis-
fortunes which virtue will bringapon us; but beware of
"~ gaining the Prince’s favour by a crime : go,” my fon, and
ioftead of opprefling inriocgncc‘, mak. hafte to fisfucrour.
. Arafpes departed with expedition, overtook the Princels

near Afpadana, told her the orders of Cyaxates, 'zmg:r of; :

T - €
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fered to condu her into Perfia. She wept for joy to fec
the generofity of the young Mede, and made hafte to
gain the frontiers of her own country. Pharnafpes died be-
fore his daughter could reach the court of Cambylfes,
When the Princefs had mourned for the death of her fa-
. ther as nature and decency required, fhe atlength faw
Gyrus, and informed him of the generous proceeding of’
Arafpes.  The Prince from that moment zonceived a ten=
der friendfhip for him, which lafted to the end c” their
lives. But Cyaxares refolved to avenge himfclf of Araf-
pes, and this in fo cruel a manner as was a difhonour to
human nature, He caufed Harpagus’s fecond fon to be
murdered, and his mangled limbs to be ferved up before
the unhappy father ata feaft. The report of fo horrible
a cruelty ftirred up the indignation of all the Medes: Bat
Altyages, being blinded by paternal affection, would not
{ee nor punifh- his fon’s crime: and thus a Prince, who
was naturally beneficent, countenanced vice by a fhameful
. weaknefs :_he knew not the value of virtue, and was only
good by complexion.  Harpagus, being utterly difcon-
folate, retired from the court of Ecbaten, and went pri-
vately into Perfia where Cambyfes granted him all the
advantages and honours he could offer him to compenfate
his lofles in Media.: ' S -
Calfandana, being not without hopéé that Cambyfes
would be prevailed on to alter his defigns, lived at the
court of Perfia in great tranquillity. . By her virtue, wit.
and good {enfe fhe had gained the heart of Mandana,
.Whole fentiments in relation to her fon’s marriage were al-
tersd by the death of Pharnafpes. ~ Caflandana’s mother
was daughter of the King of Armenia, and the young
Princes might one daybe heirefs of that crown; andal-
liance with Croefus would probably excite the jealoufy of
the eaftern Princes againft Cyrus, and Lydia was at too
great a diftance to have fpeedy fuccours from thence ; e~
ven the oracles themfelves {cemed ro be againft this al-
liance, feeing they foretold that Lydia was to be Cyrus’s
firlt conqueft. All thefe reafous joined together determined
Maniana to oppofe rv longer her fon’s inclination ; how-
ever, fhe durdt not for the prefent difcoyer her thoughts
- g 0
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. to Cambyfes, becaufe'he was {till eagerly bent upon an al-
liance with the King of Lydidé :

‘Crocfus had long formed-the defign of extending his do-
minions in Afia: His numerous troops, and his prodigious
~wealth had infpired himr with thefe ‘ambitious thoughts.

“He had drawn into his: fervice, okinto his alliance, the
”"‘,Egyy’ians, the Thracians, the Greeks, and divers nations
that were {ettle. in Afia minor 3 he beheld with a jealous

-eye tue conquelts of Nabuchodonofer, and was feeking all -

means % ftop the progrefs of them; he knew that Cyrus
would be hir to the crown of Media in cafe Cyaxares
died without children ; the Perfians had acquired the re-
putation of a warlike people, and their country was conve-
niently fituated for making incurfions upon-the territories
of the King ‘of Babylon, if ever that Prince fhould begin 2
war with Lydia. Thefe confiderations made Crocfus very
defirous of informing himfelf by his cwn eyes of the re-
_ fpedtive forces of the Kings of Media and Babylen, and of
the advantages of an alliance with the one and with the
other; and: hdviag more artifice and ambition than flall
and prudence, he rathly refoived to leave his dominions,
which were not' then very diftant from Media (4), and
convey himfelf; with all his‘court, ro the very heart of
Afra, In order to conceal his real views, he raifed feve-
ral diffculties concerning the marriage of his daughter with
Cyrus, which could not be well adjulted by embaflies, and
he'propofed a conference with'Cambyies on the confines of
Perfia: Luza being anentral city, was chofen for-the con-
grefs; ‘itwas at this time under the goyernment of Phras
artes; a tributary ‘Prince to the -BabyZonians, and 'father of
Abradates, who was afterwards{o remarkable for his de
votion to-Cyrus. : Croefuss carvied the Queen of Lydiaand
his daughter with him, under pretence of letting them fee
Cyrus before the conclufion of the marriage, + He fent
notice to the court of Perfia of his departure forSuza, u-
pou svhich Cambyfes prepared likewife for his jonrney thi-
* ther.  But this news threw the young Prince of Perfia in-
¢ e AT d fa
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to the utmoft defpair, -and Caffandana into a  terrible con-

fternation. ~ She had no diftruft of Cyrus’s conftancy, but

fhe Creaded the ambition of Cambyles. Mandana, who

was fteady in her views, defired that Caffandana might go -
with the court to Suza: Cambyfes at firft oppofed it, but,
fearing ro heighten his fon’s paflion for that Princefs by a -
forced feparation, he at length yielded to -he; dextreus in-
finuations of the Queen; he flattered himfelf with the
hope of changing his fon’s inclination by the new oujet he
fhould prefent him with, and which indeed would have
been capable of ftealing away the heart of Cyrus, had
he been of that fickle humour fo natural to young
Princes. ‘

The two courts being. met at Suza, the firft days were
fpentin feafting and rejoicings.  Croefus, who was natu-
vally vain, effe@ted a pompous fhew of magnificence.
Cambyfes, like a wife Prince, placed all his glory in the
genius and military virtues of his fubjects.  The extra-
oidinary concoutfe of men of two nations, fo_ different,
in their manners, created a wonderful diverfity in all the,
public fhews and entertainments, and a perfect contrait of |
courticrs and Warriors.  The Lydians, thoagh not grown
quite effeminate, madc ‘a thining figure by the magnifi-
cence of their drefs, the delicacy of their manners, and
. the {prightlinefs of their converfation: but the Pérlians;

_who were rough without ferocity, humane without polite- -
nefs, and haughty notwithffanding their fimplicity, carried
all the prizes in the games by their fuperior addrefs and -
ftrength of body. ‘The negotiations were foon begun'; -
and while the two Kings ecmployed all the arts of po-
licy to promote.their defigns, attentive love fet all his
engines at work to difconcert them, and render them
fFriptlefE™ s Tt 3 ;

The daughter of Croefus no fooner appeared at Suza,
“ but all eyes were dazzled with her charms, and the Per-
fiaas univerfally ‘cried out that fhe alone was worthy of
Cyrus, and the only Princefs who could make him happy.
She had a manner aJd a turn of mind which were perfectly
agrcaable ro the tarte and genius of thatpeople 3 herno-
bl and fpightly air was tempered with a-majeftic fwzf_t- 3

- aefs;



OF CYRUS. B L PR

nels; fhe loved hunting and other mafculine exercifes,
and never fhewed any token of the weaknefles natural to
her fex;  the more fhe was feen the more fhe difcovered
of rafe accomplifhments. Her fuperior graces and wit
«clipfed thofe of all the Lydian, Suzan and Perfian ladies.
Caffandana’s beauty maintained its prerogative no ‘where
but in the heart of Cyrus. One bathful, tender, modeft look
from that Princefs was fufficient to render him infenfibic to
all th ¢ charms of Candaules. * He behaved himfelfhowe-
ver with fo much diferetion in publick, that the fair Lydi--
an did not pereeive his indifference ; but he was no fooner a-
lone with her thanhe became penfive and feemed quite ab-
fent; fhe was far from guefling the caufe of it, and made
him fometimes call home his thoaghts by delicate. flrokes
ofraillery, to which he feldom gave her any anfwer ; when -
he did,he feemed always embarraffed and at alofs; thePrin-
cefsimputed this to a want of fenferather than of fenfibility,.
and fhe began to repent of her journey. “The negotiations ,
went on, but Cyrus fought all means to retard them:
ncither the anger of Cambyfes, nor the counfels of Hy-.
{tafpes made any impreffion on his mind.  Neverthelefs
he inwardly condemned himf{elf for his rebellion againit his' -
father’s will ; he ‘begged time o vanquifh his paffion,

~and promifed to nfe his utmolt efforts to get the maftery

of it ; nay he thought himfelf fincere in the pi{)m‘ifcs he.
made, buthe faw Caffandana, and all his refolutions yan-
ithed.  He preffed, importuned, made his tears plead

- with Mandana, and ufed all his arguments with Cambyfes ; .

he juftified his paffion t6 himftlfby the oracles, and would
nceds believe, that the Gods, by recalling him to the con-
quelt of Lydia, were fecretly averfe from his father’s de- .
figns; he leftno pretext uncmployedto keepoff the. mar -
riage, and love favoured his endeavours. =~ - ;
“The Zydian Prince(s had known Caffandana at the court.
of Ecbatan, and fhe loved her with trae affe&tion. - She
~never once imagined herfelf to be her rival.  Caffandana--
on the other hand felt noregret nor jealoufy to fee the ho-

* mage that was paid to her friend’s beatty, but fhe courd

‘ot confent to lofe the heart of Cyrus 3 fhe never faw the -
yeang Lydian without uncafinefo: fhe would notde-
CCive



- feen,and liftesing towhatfhe {aid,heard her thus deplore her.
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ceive hery and fhe durft pot fpeak t6 her; fhe was a-
fraid of dropping.the Jealt word which might either be un-
wotthy of herlove, or impofe upon her friend ; her trou-
ble and her alarms were daily augmented, the amufements: -
of the court became infipid to her, fhe fcarce appeared anys -
maore inpublic; fhe retired at length to < folitary placeu- 3|
pon thre frontiers of Pexfia where .the Priuces of hei fami-!
Iy ufed ordinarily to refide, It was about twenty fur-:
longs from  Suza (i), ma pleafant vale watered by ihree
rivers, whofe copious {treams being: multiplied by the -
duftrious inhabitants, and diftnbuted ic-o {everal canals,
fertlifed the meadows and kept them in 2 perpetual ver--
dure. On one fide the litde hills which rofe one above a-
nother aere covered with olive, pomegranate and orange
tsces 5 nature fhewed: her{elf there in her richeft and gay
eltdrefs: the lofty mountains which appearcd ata greater
diftance all around, and with their craggy tops feemed to 41
xouch the fky, feoved as a barrier againft the winds. |
&k hyough.ﬂ\»c,miéal’c of 2 garden lefsbeautified by art than
_mazure, ran a cryffal fiream, which falling on a bed ofpeb
Lles formed a cafcade, whofe agreeable murmur foothed {
+the foul to fieet mafings. . Not far from hence a wild |
_ xine, interweaving his, branches with many odoriferous
- fhirubis, afforded all the day-long.a cool and refrefhing fhade
+.Pharnafpes had brouglxt from Babylon the ftatues of Py-
“rahus and: Thifbe, onthe Pedeflals of which were repre-: |
_fented in Bas-relief the hiftory of their misfortunes, which
_had made that citg famous before it became fo by its"con=
‘queft: he bad placed thofe ftatucs in a bower, and they -
were almoft the coly ornament with which art had beau-
- tified thispeaceinl abodect ot 0 g G T
. Candaules being toformed of her friend’s retreat went.
in gl hafke te make:her a sifit. Caflandana was retired into: |
_the bower of Eyramus and Thisbe, The Princefs of Lydia
intending tofurprife hex, {lolefofdly alongbehind the trees,
and béheld herproflrate before the ftatues; the drew near tn=
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"~ (i) The de‘eripsien of Bedarides, rearthe fovntaiy of V-
cule, famous for the ameurs of Laura and Petrarche
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misfortunes. O ye manes of chafte lovers, if ye ever come
into thefe places hear my complaints, be witnefles of my
paflion, and foften the god of love in favour of two the
moft unhappy of his votaries, whofe fortune refembles
yours; let him either perfe& our union, or put an end to
my life, which ferves only to be an obftacle to the hap-
pine’s of Cancaules and: the grandeur of Cyrus. The
Princels of Liyd:a could refrain no longer, but entered the
bower 3 the two fricnds embraced each other, and remain-
ed a long time without words or motion. ‘Candaules was

* capable of ftrong and generous friendfhip, fhe had ne-
ver fele the power of love, fhe had feen Cyrus with other
eyes than Caflandana, and continued at the court of Suza
more out of obedience than inclination, {o that her heart.
had no facrifice to make; fhe at length broke filence with
thefe words : ah Caflandana, why did you conceal fromme

" your fentiments and your afli¢tion ? Banifh your fears,
Cyrus has madc no impreflion on my heart, I will foon-
put an end to your misfortanes without giving offence ei-
ther to Croefus or Cambyfes. After this they pafled feve-
ral-hours together, made a mutual vow of cternal fricad-
thip, and then Candaules returned to Suza,

Cyrus was informed of what had pafled, and being now
ro longer 11 any fear of injuring his love, began to con-
wa& avery & friendfhip with the Lydian Poncefs. She -
very foon perceived the wrong judgment fhe had made of
his underftanding, and became fully fenfible of the fupe-
riority of his genius. They jointly concerted meafures
to difturb the negotiations, and he refumed his eafy, frank
and chearful air. . Cambyfes was rejoiced at this changr,
imputed it to another caufe, and prefled the conclufion of
the marriage; but then Croefus began to diffemble: he
had difcerned that it would be much more advantage-
-ous for him to havc ap alliange with the King of Baby-
lon than with the King of Perfia; and while he was
privately founding the difpolisans « of Nabuchodoro-
{or, raifed feveral difficultics which it"Was impofhible for
Cambyfes ta have forefeen.  Candaujes had feen Me-
rodac, the: Affyran Prince, at the court of Lydia, arnd
tho’ fhe was not fufccpuble of the foft paflion of love, fhe-

. L - was
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was much better pleafed with: this'match than-with the o-
ther; her ambition flruck in with her friendthip for Caf~
fand.xm, and fhe ufed all her endeavoursito.engage her fa-'
ther i this defign. Mandana having learnt how Candaules
ftood. mclmcd the more cafily perfwaded herfelf; that the
ofacles were againtt the intended marriase, ‘and- endea~
voured to make Cambyfes indifferent about the fuccefs of
the negotiations. . Cyrus, who knew how every one was
dxﬁ)ofcd drew thence all poffible advantage to breax off
the-treaty.  Thus religion, love and policy made each act
a different part ; the conferences were fpvn out to agreat
length, and nothing was determined. - But now Croefus,
receiving intelligence that the King of Babylon was not a-
verde from an alliance with him, left Suzaon a fudden with-
out declanng the reafons of his conduét.. Cambyfes was
piqued at_this proccedmg, but like a wifc Prnce diffem-
bled his refentment and went back to his capital.
Caffandana re'umed foon after to the court of Pcrf Gy
byfes who did not cb.{nl) forﬁkc his firft opmxons, was for *
renewing the negotiations with Croefus ; but the Queen re-
prefented to lnm, that Cafindana by her mother’s fide was
grand-daughter to the King of Armenia, who vas far ad-
vanced in years, and had “but one fon ; 3 that in cafe this
Prince thould die fhe would be heirefs of that crown; that
the oracles feemcd to: difcountenance herfon’s marriage
with the daughter of Croefos; baving foretold that Cy--
rus fhould begin Eis conquefts by that of Lydia. Let us
leave to the gods, fuid fhe, the care of accomplifhing their
own decrees, without prefcribing to them the means they
_thall employ ; they often fulfil their defigns by fuch me-
thods as to us would feem caleulated to dlfd.ppomt them.
Two confiderable events wrought that effect upon the
King’s mind, “which the Queen’s- folicitations wounld:
never have done. Advice came that the daughter
of Croefus was promiifed to the foa of the King of
Babylon, and thut thefe twe Princes -had entered
mto a fei& alliance ; <his news difconcerted his fchemes ;
but what determined him at length to comply with his
fou s wifhes, was the dcath of the Prince of Armcnia, by
- which
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which Caffandana became prefurmptive heirefs of that ctown,

The nuptialswere celebrated according to the 'mannc
of the ageand ofthe country. Cyrus and Caffandani Were'
conducted o thé top ofa high mountain confecratéd to the.
great Oromazes; a fire of odonferous wood was lwhte 3
the high prie(t bound together the flowing robes’ ‘of ?h(_
-two bovers-as a fymbol of their union : {h:m holding edch
other by the Hand and furrounded by the Eftals #), they
dancea about the facred firé; finging, according to the
religion of the ancient Perfians, the Iove of Oromazcs for
his dmghtcr Mitkra before the beg*nmng of uime: the pic-
tare which fhe prefeated him, - containing the ideas of all
things ; the production of innumerable woilds rcﬁ.mb]uw
thofc ideas : the birth of the pure Genii,appointed to mhabxt
thefe worlds; the revolt of Arimanius agamﬁ the god
Mythras ; the origin of the ch“os, and how it was reduced *
to order ; the' £ il of fpirits into mortal bodies; the la-
bours of Myrhras to raife them again to the Fmpyreum,
and Jaftly the total deftruction of the evil principle, who
diffufes every where hatred, difcord and the hellifh paffions,

"The young Prince’s h'«ppmcﬁ' increafed daily : the more
he was acquainted with the mind and heart of Caffandara,
the more he difcovered there of thofe ever new and ever
blooxmnu charms which are not to be found in beauty a-
lone,  Neither marriage which often weakens the ftrong-
eit paiﬁons, nor that aimoft invincible foadnefs fornov: e]tv, g
fo univerfal in mankind; diminithed i the leaft the mutnal
affcétion of thefe happy lovers. .

Ez' '”_ ,THE

(k) Eﬁa ista Ghaldcc word wh:cb ﬁgmﬁcs fire, and from tl: encc'
comes the Greck word 'Esuz. The Romans add V to itand make it
Vefta,as of "Eeaipx they make Vefpera,Hyde Rel, Ant. Perf. cap .7.
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HE Poace of Perfia was fo enamoured with Caf-

g fandana, and his thonghts were fo entirely employ-
cd 1o furnithing amufements for her, that there was great
reaion to fear he would give himfelfup to an mdolent life.
e was daily mventing new fhews and cntertainments un- |
known before in Perfia, and introduced all the diverfions
in vogue at the court of Ecbatan: He gave no attention
to bafine’s, and even negletted military exercifes: this.
kind of life expofcd bim continually to be feduced by the
difcourfes of the young Satrapes who were about him.
The Gymrofophifts were beginning at this time to fpread a-
Dbroad in Perfia their pernicious doétrine concerning the
2wo prirciples, which make men virtuous without merit,
cr vicious without fault, by the force of an invincible fa-
tulity, All the vounger fort readily adopted this opinion be-
caufe it favoured their paffions: the deadly poifon was
{tealing by degrees mnto the heart of Cyrus, and even A-
rupies helped to cherifh in hisbrealt thefe rifing prejudices
againf¥ religion. 23] -

On the borders of the Perfian gulf there had been late-
jy fetded a famous’ {chool of Magi, whofe do&rine was
entirely oppofite to thefe fatal errors.  Cyrus had a tafte
and a genius which led him to the fludy ofthe fublimeft

- feiences 5 and Hyftafpes without Jetting the Prince per-

ceive his views, laid hold of this advantage to raife a de-
fire in him of converfing with thofe fages : as they never |
left their {olitude, fhunning the courts of Princes, and had” |
ittle intercourfe with other men, Cyrus refolved ta |
go fec them in their retreat. |
! fe |
raeenl
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He undertook this journey, with Caffandana, accompa-
nied by Hyftafpes, Arafpes, and feveral of the Perfian
nobles. They croffed the: plain, of Paffagarda, travelled
through the country of the Mardi and arrived upon the
banks of the Arofis. They entered by a narrow pafs into
alarge valley, rncompaffed with high mountains, the tops
of which were_covered with oaks, fir-trees and lofty ce-
darss below were rich paftures, in whichall {orts of caitle
were iceding; the plain looked like a garden watere by
many tivalets, which, came from the rocks all around and
emptied themfelves into the Arofis.  This river loft ielf
between two litde hills, which, as they opened, prefented
to the view fucceflive fcenes of new objetts, and difcaver-
ed at diltances fruitful fields, vaft forefls, and the Perfian
gulf, which bonnded the horizon. Cyrusand Caffandana,
as they advanced in the valley, wereinvited into a neigh-
bouring. grove by, the found of harmonious mafic. T here
ithey bebeld, by thefide of a clear fountain, a great ntm-
ber of men of all ages, and over-again(t them 2 compaay
of women, who formed a concert.  They underftood that
it was the fchool of the Magi, and were furprifed to fee,
inftead of auftere,, melancholy and thoughtful men, an a-
grecable and polite people. REAGH i
Thefe philofophers looked upon mmfic as fomething
heavenly, and proper to calm the pafhons, for which rea-
fon they always began and firifhed the day by concerts )
After they had given fome litde time in the morning to
this exevcife, they led their difciples through delightful
walks to the facred mountain, obferving all the way @ pro-
found filence; there they offered their homages to the
~ gods, rather by the voice of the heart, - than of the lips.
Thus by mufic, pleafant walks and prayer, they prepared
themfelves for the contemplation of truth, and put the
foul into a ferenity proper for meditation; the reft of the
day was fpentin [tudy. Their only repaft was 2 little be-
~ fore fun fet, at which time they ate nothing but bread,
fruits, and fome portion of what had been offered to the
gods; concluding all with concerts of mufie (7). Other
men begin not the education of their children till after they
- E 3 3 Tare
3 _(J) Strab. lib, 57, (m) 15id,
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are born, but the Magi feemed to do it before.  While
their wives were with child, they took care to keep them
always 1in tranquillity, and a perpetual chearfulnefs, by
{weet and innocent amufements, to the end that from the
mother's womb the fruit might receive noimpreflions, but
what were pleafling, peaceful and agreeabl: to order.

Each Sage had his province in the empire of phileft phy
fome ftudied the virtues of plants, others the metamorpho-
fes of infeéis; fome again the conformation of animas; and
others the courfe of the ftars: but the aim of all their re-
fearches was to come to the knowledge f the gods, and
of themfelves. They faid, that the fciences were no far=
ther valuable than they ferved as fteps to afcend to the
great Oromazes, and from thence to defcend to manm:
“Though the Jove of truth was the only bond of fociety a-
mong thefe philofophers, yet they were not without a head ;
they called him the Archimagus. - He, who then pofiefled
that honour, was named Zarduaft or Zoroalter ; he furpafled
the reftmore in wifdom than in age, for he was {earee fifty
vears old; neverthelefs he was a confummate mafter in
all the fcicnces of the Chaldeans and Egyptians, and had
<ven fome knowledge of the religion of the Jews, whom
e had ften at Babylon. - Having obferved the corruption
which had erept in among the Magi, he had applied him-
1elf to reform their manners and their do&rine ().

When Cyrus and Caffandana entered into the grove,
‘the affembly rofe up and worfhipped them, bowing them-

¢lves to the carth, according to the cuftom of the Eaft;
and then retiring left them alone with Zoroafter. This
philofopher led them to a bower of myrtle, in the mid(t of
‘which was the f{iatue of a woman, which he had carved
wwich his own hands. ‘They all three fat down in this
place upon a feat of verdant tarf, and Zoroalter entertain-
ed the Prince and Princefs with a difcourfe of the life,
manners and virtues of the Magi.  While he was fpeak-
3ag he frequendy caft a look upon the flatue, and as he
beheld it bis eyes were'bathed in tears.  Cyrus and Caff2ne
dara obferved his forrow at firft with a refpe@ful filence,
bur afterwards the Princets could not forbear afking him
. - thc

{7 Bgathias dt xox, and Sir Ifaac Newton, Chron, p.348.-
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the reafon‘of it. - Thatftatue, anfwered he, is the ffatue
. of ' Selima; ' who heretofore Joved me, as you now love
Cyrus. - It is here that I come to fpend my fiveeteit and
my bittereft moments. - In'fpite of wifdom, which fob-
mits me to the will of the gods; - {pite of the pleafures
1 tafte in' philofophy'; in dpite of the infenfibility I am in,
with regard tc_all human grandeur, the remembrance of
Selima often renews my regrets and my tears. . True vir-
tue, tho’ it regulates the'pafhons, does not extinguifh ten-
der fentiments. Thefe words gave Cyrus and Caflandana
a curiofity to know the hiftory of Selima. . The philofo-
pher would have excafed himfelf, but he had already be-
trayed his fecret by the fenfibility he had fhewn, and could
not' go back without failing in'due refpet to perfons. of
fuch high rank : having therefore wiped away his tears he
thus began his narration. I am not afraid of letting you
know my weaknefs; but I fhould avoid the recital I am
going to make, if I didnot forefce that you may reap fome
ufeful inftru¢tion from it. 1 wasborna prince; my father
was' {overeign of a little temitory in the Indies, which is
called the country of the Sophites.  Having loft my way
one day when I was hunting, I chanced to fee in the thick
part of a wood'a young maid, whe was there repofing hcr-
felf.  Her furprifing beauty’ immediately ftruck me; I
became immoveable, and durlt not advance; 1 imagined
the was one of thofe aerial fpirits, who defcend {umetimes
from the throne of Oromazes, to conduét fouls back to the
Empyreum.  Sceing herfelf alonc with a man, fhe fled,
and took refuge in a temple that was near the foreft: I
durft not follow her; but I learnt that her name was Se-
lima, that fhe was daughter of an old Brachman, who
dwelt in that temple, ‘and that the was confecrated to the
worfhip of the fire. - The Eftals may quit celibacy and
marry : but while they continue pricftefles of the fire, the
laws ire fo fevere among the Indians, thata father thinks
it an a& of religion to throw his daughter alive into the
flames, fhould fhe ever fall from that pumy of manners
which the has fworn to preferve. .
. * My father was yet living, aad I was notin a condition
to foree Selima from that afylam; nay had I been King,
7 princes
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princés have no right in that country over per_fons confes
crated to religion.  However all thefe difficulties did but
increafe my paffion; and the violence of it quickened my
ingenuity: T left my father’s palace; I was young, a
prince, and T did not confult reafon. T difguifed myfelf
in the habit of a'girl, and went to the tcmple where the
old Brachman lived: I deceived him by .. feigned:flory;
and became one of the Eftals, under the name of Amanai
Theking, ‘my father, who was difconfolate for my fudden
leaving ‘him, ordered fearch to be :made for ‘me every
where, but to no purpofe.  Sclima not knowing my: fex;
conceived a particular liking and friendfhip for me.. Ine-
ver left her; we paffed ‘our lives together in working;
reading, walking, andfervingat the altars. I often told
her ‘fables and affe@ing ftories; in order to. paint forth ‘the
wonderful effe&s of friendfhip andiof love. Mydefign was
to prepare her by degrees for the final difcovery of myins
tentions. I fometimes forgotmyfelf while I was fpeaking,
and was {o carried away by my vivacity, that fhe often in-
terrupted me, and faid, oné would think, Amana, to hear

you fpeak, that you feel in this moment all that you de-

feribe. T lived in this manner feveral months with her,
and it wasnot poffible for her to difcover either my difguife
or my paflion, Asmy heartwasnot corrupted, Ithad no
eriminal view; Timagined, that if T could engage her to
love me, the would forfake her ftate of life to fharc my
erown with me: 1 was continually waiting for a favourable
moment, to reveal to her my fentiments; but alas! that
moment never came. 4 A S

~~ Tt was a cuffom among the Eftals, to go divers times
in the year upon 2 high mountain, there to kindle the fa-
cred fire, and to offer facrifices: we all went up thither
one day, accompanied only by the old Brachman. - Scarce
was the ficrifice begun, when we were furrounded by a
body of men, armed with bows and arrows, -who carried
away Selima and her father. They were all on horfeback 3
1 followed them fome time, but they entered into a wood,
and I faw them no rmore, 1did not return to the temples
but flole away frors the Eitals, changed my drefs; took

another difguife, and forfook the Indigs. "I forgetmy

father,
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father, my country, and all my obligations; I sfandered
overall Afia in fearch of Selima: what cannot loye do in
a young hcart givenup to its pafion? One day, as ' was
crofling the country of the Lyeians, Iftoptin a great fo-
reft to fhelter myfelf from the exceffive heat. I prefentdy
faw a company of hunters pafs by,and alittleafter feveral wo-
men, -among ~vhom I thought I difcovered Selima: fhe
was'in a hunting drefs; monated upon a proud courfer, and
diftioguithed fromallthesrelt by a coronet of flowers. She
paffed by me fofwiftly, that I could not be fure whether my
conjeétures were well founded; but I went {trait to the capitals

The Lycians were at that time governed by women,
which form of governmcat was cftablifhed among them u-
pon the followiagoccafion. - Some years ago the men be-
came {o effeminate during a long peace, that their thoughts
were wholly taken up about their drefs. They af-
edted the difcourfe, manners,! maxims, and all the im-
perfections of women, without having either their fweet-
nefs or theirdelicacy : and while they gave themiclves up
to infamous lazinefs, the moft abominable vices took the
place of lovely. pafions ; they defpifed the Lycian womien,
and. treated them like flaves: A foreign war came upon
them; the men being grown cowardly and effeminate
were not able to- defend: their coaatry, they fled and hid
themfeclves in caves and caverns; the women being accuf~
tomed to fatigue, by the flavery they bad wadergone,
took arms, and drove away the enemy, became miltreffes of
the country, and eftablithed themfclves ia authority by an
immutable law. | From that time the Lycians -habiwated
themfelves to this form of government, and found.it the
mildeftand moft convenient. - Their Queens had acoun-
cil of fenators;: who afhited them with their advice : the
men propofed good laws, but the executive power was in
the women. : ~The fiveetnefs and fofinefz of the fex pre-
vented all the mifchiefs of tyranny ; and the council of the
wife {enators-qualified : that inconftancy, with which: wo-
meparereproaghede s s L fos uoal mas,  ooid i

¢ Lunder{tood that the mother of Selima having been de=

_ throned by the ambition of a-kinfw~man, her firlt minifter

had ficd to the Indics with the young Princefs; t}mhh;
. a
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had lived there feveral yearsasia Brachman, and fhe as‘an
Eftal; thatthis old man having always maintained a corres
fponcence with the friends of the royal family, the young |
Queen had been' reftored to the throne: after the death
of the ufurper; that fhe governed with the .wifdom of
a perfon who had experienced misfortunes : and laltly,
that'the had always tkprefled an invincible diflike to mar-,
riage. - - This news gave me an inexpreflibic joy; I thanks
ed the'gods for having conduted me by fuch wonuedful -
ways near the object of my heart; Iimplored their help,
and jpromifed never ta love but once, if they would favous
my paffion.

I then confidered by what method I {hould introduce
myfélfto the Queen; and finding that war was the .moft
proper, I entered into the fervice.  There I diftinguithed .
myfelf very foon; for I refufed no fatigue, I avoided no
danger; Ifought the moft hazardous enterprizes. Upon -
a day of battle, on the fucce(s of which the liberty of Ly-
cia-depended, the Carians put our troops into diforder :
’twas in a large plain, out of which there was but one nar-
row pafs for the fugitives to eftape. = I gained this pafs,
and threatened to pierce with my javelin whoever fhould
attempt to foree it.  In this manner 1 ralfied our troops,
and returned to ‘charge the ‘enemy; I routed them and
obtained a complete victory. - This adtion drew the ats
tention of all the army upon me: nothing was fpoken of
but my courage ; ‘and all the foldiers called me the de-
Iivc’rer'of their country. I was conduéted to the Queen’s
prefence;” who-could not' recolle&® me for we had been
feparated fix years, and grief and fatigue ‘had altered my
featares. She afked me my name, my country, my! fas
mily, and feemed to examine my face with a more than
common curiofity. T thought I difcovered by her eyes
an inward emoton, whichifhe endeavouredito hide. Strange
i:agneioufnei% of love! hetetofore I had thought her an
E{lal-’éf-hi'ean birth; yet T had refolved to fhare my crown
with her. This moment I conceived a defign of engags
ing her to love meas Tloved her ;) T concealed my rcoun-
try and my birth, and told her, I wvasborn in a village of

37|
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Batia, ‘of a very obfcare family ; upon this flic fuddenly
withdrew without anfwering me.
¢ Not long after, fhe gave me, by the advice of her fe-
nators, the command of the army ; by which I had free
aceefs to her pcrfon She ufed frequently to fend for me,
under pretence of buft ncfs, when fhe had nothmg to fay.;
the took a pleafcre in difcourfing with me.; I oficn
painted forth my own fentiments to her. under borrowed
names’ the Greek and Egyptian Mythology, which I
had learned in my travels, furnifhed me with abundant
arguments to prove, that the gods were heretofore ens
amoured with mortals, and that love makes all conditi-
ons equal. I remember, that one day while I was re-
lating ‘to her a flory of this kind fhe left me in.a great
emotion; I difcovered by that her hidden fentiments ;
and it gave me ‘an expreffible pleafure to find. that fhe
then loved me as I had.loved her. I had frequent con- -
verfation with' her, by which her confidence in me dai-
ly increafed : I fometimes made ber call to mind the mif-
fortunes of her early youth ; and fhe then gave me an
" account of her living among the Eftals, her friendthip for
Amana, and their mutual n‘fcé‘tion Scarce was I able
to contain ‘myfelf when I heard ber fpeak; I was juft
ready to throw off my difguife; but my falfe delicacy re-
quired yet farther, that Selima fhould do for me what I
would Bave done for her. I was quickly fatisfyed; an
extraordinary event made me cxpcnence all the extent
and po'vcr of her love. : = ;
By the laws of Lycia the perfon ‘who g governs is S not
permitted to-marry a ftranger, Selima fent for me one
day, and’ faid to me : my fubjecs defire that T would
marry; go tell them from me, that I will confent, upon
condition that they' leave me free in my choice. = She
{poke thefe words with a'majeftic air, and almoft without
- .Jooking upon me. At firft I trembled, then flattered
myfelf, then fell into doubt ; for I knew the Lycians to
be firongly attached to their laws- !T went neverthelefs to
_execute the commands I had received. YWhen the coun=
cil whs affembled I Jaid before them the Queen’s plea—
ﬁxre, and ‘after much’ difpute it was agreed, Thag fhe -
fhonld
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fhould be left free to chufe heifelf a hufband. = T carried.
Sclima the refult of their deliberation: fhe then direéted
me to affemble the troops in the fame plain where 1 had
cbtained the victory over the Carians, and to hold myfelf

ready to obey her farther orders : fhe likewife commanded

all the principal men of the nation to repair to: the fame
place. A magnificent throne being *here eredtec;: the

Queen appeared upon it cncircled’ by her courtiers, and

fpoke to the alfembly in the following manner : People of

Lycia, ever fince 1began my reign 1 have ftri&tly cbfery= -

ed your laws’; I have appeared at the head of yourar-

mies, and have obtained {everal vicories : my only ftudy

has been: to make you free and happy. Is it juft that

fhe who has been the preferver of your liberty fhould be*

L L

herfclfa flave ? Ts it equitable that fhe who continually

feeks your happinefs fhould be herfelf miferable ¢ There

is no ushappinefs equal to that of doing violence to one’s

own heart. When the heart is under a conftraint, gran-
deur and royalty ferve only to give us a quicker fenfe of

our flavery. 1 demand therefore to be free in myichoice. *
"This difcomr{e was applanded by the whole aflembly, *

who immediatcly “cried out, You are free, you are dif-
penfed from the law.  The Queen fent me orders to ad-
vance at the head ofthe troops. ~ As foon as 1 was come
near the throne fhe rofe up, and, pointing to me with her

hand, There, faid fhe, is my hufbard ; ke is a ftranger, |
but his fervices make him the father of the country ; he
is not a Prince, *but his merit puts him upon a level with -

Kings. She then ordercd'me to come up to her ; I pro-
ﬁmted myfclf at her feet, and took all the ufual oaths ;
I promifed to'renounce my country for ever, to look up-
on the Lycians asmy children, and; aboveall; never to love
- any other than the Queen.  After this the flepped down
~ from the throne, and we ‘were: conduéted back to. the
- capital with pomp, amidft the zcclamations of the people. .
As foon as we were ‘alone, ah Selima ! faid 1, have you
then forgot Amana ? *Tisimpoffible to exprefs the Queen’s
~ furprife or the tranfport of affection and joy which thefe

vm

0 L

swords gave her.  She*knew mey and conjeGured &l the |

~ reft; T had no need jo fpeak, and weiwere both a long

= fime
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tme filent : at length I told her my family, my adven-
tures and all the effets that love had produced in me.
She very foon affembled her council, and acquanted
them with my birth ; ambaffadors were fent to the Indies;
I renounced my crown and country for cver, and my bro-
ther was confirmed in the poffeflion of my throne-

This was ar_eafy faerifice; I was in pofleflion of Sc-
Jima, and my Lappinels was complete: but alas! this
happinefs was of fhort continuance. In giving myfelf up
to my paflion, I had renounced my country, T had for-
faken my father whofe only confolation I was, I had for-
got all my duty: my love, which feemed for delicate,
fo generous, and was the admiration of men, was not
approved of by the gods ; accordingly they ‘punithed me
for it by the greateft of all misfortunes; ~threy took Se-
Jima from me, fhe died within a few days after our nffir-
riage. I gave myfelf up to the moft exceffive forrow;
bur the gods did not abandon me. I entered deeply in-
to mylfelf; wifdom defcended into my heart, fhe opened
the cyes of my underftanding, and I then comprehended

* the admirable myftery of the condu& of Oromazes.. Vir-
tuc is often uohappy, and this fhocks the reafonjpf fhort-
fighted men; but they are ignomnt that the tranficnt
fufferings of this life are defigned by the gods to expiate
the fecret faults of thofe who appear the moft virtuous.
Thefe reflections determined me to confecrate the reft of
my days to the ftudy of wifdom. Selima was dead, my
bonds were broken, I was no longer ticd to any thing in
nature ; the whole earth appeared to me a defert; T
could not reignin Lycia after the death of Sclima, and T
would not remain in a_country where every thing con-
tinually rencwed the remembrance of my lofs. I returr-
ed to the Indies, and went to live among the Brachmans,
where I formed a new plan of happioefs. ~ Being freed
from that flavery which always accompanies grandeur, T
eftablifhed within my felf an empire over my paffions and

- defires, more glorious and fatisfactory than the fulfe luftre

- of royalty. But now notwithftandirg my retreat and
_the diftance Twas at, my brother conccived.a jealoufy of

me, as4f I had been ambitious of afcending the ‘hmfé .
7 3 QU Seal e s * a
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and I was obliged once more to leave the Indies. My exile
proved a new Tource of happinefs to'me; it dapmm upan

- ourfelves.to reap advantage from misfortanes, * I vifited =

the wife men of Afia, and conv erfed with the philofophers
of different countries : T learned their laws and tlicir re-
lmon, and was charmed to find, Thit tae great” men of

aJl ames, and of all places, had the fam idcas of tife Di- ¢
vinity, and of morality. . At laft T came hither upon the *

banks of the Arofis, where the Magi Im\c chofen me
for their head.

Here Zoroafter cnded Cvrus 'md Caffandana were
oo much affeGted to be able to fpeak. After fome mo-

ments of filence, the philofopher- difcourfed to them of the = |
ha;ppmcfs which " faithful lovers enjoy in the empyreum =

W

when they meet again there 5 he then concluded with thefe
Wi

vry of heart which makes pleafures fofe their relifh when
ence they become lawfal | may you, after the tr anfports
S of alively and pure paflion in your younger years, expe-

es the pains of life, and augments its plea-
‘ g them ! may a long and agrecable ofd age
fee your diftant ‘poitenty mulnp]ymcr the race of

heroes upon earth ! may 4t laft ove and the fame day

urite the athes of both, to exempt you-from the misfor- -
tunc of bewailing like me the lofs of what you'love ! my
oty comfort is \he i feeing Sclima again in the

; fphcrc of fire, the pure dement of Iov 3

S()uls ‘mizke

cadvanccd age all thecharms of that union

oot SR

es : may you long feel the happinefs of nintual and un-
divided love Umay the gods preferve you from that depra |

- acquaintance only here below s ‘it is above that their union
~ iSconfimmated: O Selima, Séhma ‘we fhall one day meee -

a?h—" and our’ ﬂ'unc will 'be ‘cternal: T know, thatin
. thofe fuperios regmns you‘r happinéfs will not be complete -
* Gll'T fhalFfhare it with you; thofc who have loved cach

other putcly‘ will lo-e (o for-ever; true love is immor-

gt

m:t’de a ﬁmnvmwrc@' on upon: thc Prince and Princefs;; it
cmrﬁrmed fH&u in their mutaal tcndemefé, and in thml‘

love of virtue ; tiicy fpeat fome time with the fage’in his

“The }uf‘-)ry which Zoroafter: !"ad given of his own hfe
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fobriety and cxercife, as neceffary to prevent the enfeeb-
ling both of the political and natural body. :

At anpther time he explained to him the configuration
of plants, and the transformation of infects. They had
rot our optic gluffes to magnify objects and bring thenr
near 3 but the penetrating {pirit of Zorcafter faw faither
than the eye canreach by their help ;. Lecaufe he wis ac--
quainted not only with all the experiments of the ancients

- aad their traditions, but alfo with the occult («) fciences
revealed by the Genit to the firft men. Each feed, faid
- he, contains withinit a plant of its own fpecies, this plant |
another feed, and this feed arother litte plant, and {0 on |
withoutend. Thefe organic melds cannot be formed by
thc fimple laws of motion ; they are the firft production
of the great Oromazes; who originally encloled within
cach feed all the bodies to be derived from it.  None but
ke alope could thus conceal innumerable wonders ina |
fingle imptrceptible atom.  The growth of vegetables is
but the unfolding of the fibres, membranes and branches |
by the maifture of the earth, which in an admirable man- |
rer infinnates itfelf into them. Every plant has twe forts |
_of pipes; the one filled with airare like lungs to it, the |
other filled with {ap may be compared toarterics. In the |
.lay-time the heat of the fun rarefies, fivells and dilates
. the air coptained in the firftforr, fo that they comprefs
. theother, and thereby break the particles of the fap; re--
_ #ineit and make itnfe, i order to the prodution of leaves, :
lawers, and frons,  The fame airgrowing cool during
the night is. condenfed and contrated, and no longer
preffes upon the alimentary tubes; fo that thefe being 0=
pened and dilatéd receive the moifture of the earth, preg-
- nant with falts, fulphurs and minerals, which the preffore
- of the atmofphere forces in through the toots ; it is thus”
that the plants feed in the night and digeft in the days
he nutritive {ap being diftributed through all the branches,
at length perfpires, and fpurting out of their {mall delicate |
pipes with an incredible force, forms an infinitc number of
Jéfs & eau: thele fpouty meet, mix, crofs one ano
amd perhaps ferve for an entertainment of the acrial

-

o
() Sce Boerhaave Ghem. p. 2. and 7.
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before whom the wonders of naturelye all unyailed. One
blade ofgx afs prefents more various and amazing objedts to
their « ew thanall the water-works inthe inchanted gerdens
of the'King of Babylon. - If poets were philofophers, the
bare  defery iption of nature would furnifli them with more
‘agrecable pictures than all their allegorical paintings ; the
poor ‘refource of a hook-winked imagination, when seafon
docsnot lend it ~yes to difeern the beamy of the works of
Oromazes.  Zoroafter then fhewed the Prince the trees,
plants and roots, the gums, bitters and aronatics which:
help to difitlve, attenuateand Tiquify our juices when they
grow 0o thick 3 to pound, blunt and abforb the humours
when too fharp ; to fortify, repair and give a ney tenfion
to the fibres’ When weakened, torn and relaxed. Heroes
were in former ‘times Philofophers, and conqucrors were
- fond of knowing themfelves how to repair in part the mif-
chicfs ‘occafioned by their battles and vidlories, &
" "After ‘this the Philofopher gave Cyrus a view of tBe
wonderfol “art difcoverable in the formation ‘ef infedls.
Their eggs, fiid he, feattered in’ the' air,’ upon the carth,
and in the waters, meet in “ “each with ‘proper recepeacics, ;
and wait only for a favourable ra}rof the fun_ tohateh them.
Sometimes” they: are worms: crawling ‘upen the earth:;
‘then fifhes fwunmmc ‘in ; and at laft they getwings, -
and rife into the air. :"Thef almolt iavifible ‘niachines
bave o each of them numberlefs f;:rmgs at \vork, which
furnifh and I:rq:arc’hquom fuited fo their wantsw What
mecnamfm, what art, whatfrefh an endlcfsproofs ‘have we

Pbamomcna v.hxch Txappcnr the zir. _ :

the wonderful qualmes ‘of ﬁﬁs fubtile and’ mvxﬁbic fluid
which encompafies the earth in order to eomprefs all the
parts of it,Keep each ofthcm i its pri laces.and hinder
_ them from difunining ;- : helife of ari
mals; the growth o?plah : rd!ﬁiih{’ﬂf
founds and numberlels : imporuant f-
feds. This flud uid, faid he, bmng ag\atcd heated, cool-
e agam, compre{"cd d‘lated “one while by the ray&;;;f

3 > .
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the fun, or the fubterraneous fires, fometimes by the falte »
and fulphurs which float in it, at other times by nitres
which fix and congeal it, fometimes by clouds whicii com-~ |
prefs it, and ofien by other caufes which deftroy the equili- |
brium of. its parts, produces all forts of winds, the moft |
impetuons of which ferve to difpel thenox*ous vapours,and ' |
the {ofter breezes to temper the exceflivc heats, Ato-»
ther times the rays of the {un, infinuating themfelves in~
0 the livde drops of dew which water the furface of the
carth, rarify them, and thereby make them lighter than
the air; fo that they afcend into it, form vapours, and |
float there at different heights, according as they are
more or lefs heavy. The fun having drawn up thefe va- |
pours loaded with fulphur, minerals and different kinds of |
fults, they kindle in the air, put it into a commotion, and 1
‘canfe thunderand lightening. Other vapoursthat are lighter |
-gather into clouds and float in the air; but when they be-:
‘come t00 heavy they fall in dews, fhowers of rain, fnow.
and hail, according as the air is more or lefs heated. Thofe. |
~apours which are daily drawn from the fea, and carried in, |
the air by the winds to the. tops of mountains, fall there, |
fﬁ}a‘lﬁ: into them,andmeetin theirinward cavities, where they:
“increaft and fivelltill theyfind avent, or force a paffage, and
fo become plenteous fprings of refrefhing water., By theleare:

. formed nigulets of which the fmaller rivers are compofeds,
and thefc latter again form the great rivers which retarn in~
=0 the {ea to repair the lofs it had fuffered by the ardent
raysof thefun. Thus it is that all the irregularities and: -
intemperature of the elements which feem to deftroy na-
2urc in one feafon, ferve to revive it in another : the im- |
‘moderate heats cf fummer, and the exceflive cold in win-
ter; . prepare the beauties of the fpring, and'the rich fiuits
of adtumn.  All thefe vieiffitudes, which feem to fuper~ |
#icial minds the effects of a fortuitous cor.courfe of irregalar: .|
qaufes, are regulated according. to weight and' meafure, by -

- #hat fovereign: Wifdom who weighs the earth asa grain-o%’
%ind, and thefeaas a drop of water. sl
.+ Then Zovoalter ruifed his thoughts to the ftars, andex= |

‘plhined to Cyras how they all float i an adive, uniform
asd infinitcly fubtle flud, which fills and peryades all na-

RIE; |
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ture.  This invifible matter; faid he, 'does not ad by the
neceffary law of a blind mechanifm. Ttis, asit Were, the
(«) bedy of the great Oromazes, whofe foul is thach,
By the one he a&s upon-all bodies, and’ by the other e
_enlightens all fpirits.  His vivifying prefence gives a&mty
to this pure ac-her, which' becomes thereby the primary
mechanical fpring of all the motions in the heavens and u-
pon the earth ' Lt caufes the fixed {tars to turn upon their
axes, while it makes the plancts circalate round thofc ftars ;
it tianfmits with an incredible velocuy the lxght of thofc
heavenly bodies, as the air does founds; and its vibrations
as they are more or lefs quick produce the agreeable vari-
ety of colours, as thofe of tlic air do the melodious notes
of mufic. Laftly, the fluidity of.hquxds, the cohefion of
folids, the gravitation, clafticity, attraction, and fermenta=
tion of bodies, the fenfation of animals, and the vegetati-
on of plants come all frony the aétion of 'this exceedingly
fubtile (6)'8 PIRTF whiclidiffufes 1tlelf throughout all
“the immenfity of fpace.” < The fame fimple’ caufe produces
numberlefs, and ‘even contrary effects, yet without any
confufion in fo infinite’ a vancty of motions.

We

(a) Thofe who are unac:quam{cd with the [hlc of antiquity ima-
gine that Zoroafter and Pythagoras make the Dty corporaal by this
expreffion; and:-thatit gaveiceafion'to the error of the Stoics, who
belicved the divine effence an etherial matter ; but the corxtrary is
‘evident by the definitions which thofe two philofophers give of the
Divinity. (Dife. p- 276. and p. 284,285.) It feems to me;. that by
the body of God, they mean nothing more than what Sir Ifauc
Newton cxprcﬂ%s by thefe words ;. Dcusubxquc Fragﬁ:ns voluptate
fua corpara omnia in infinito fuo umformx SENSORIO movet,
adeoque cunétas mundi unive:fi partes ad arbierium Sium ﬁngat et
-refingit, multo magis quam ‘anima noftra voluntate fiya ad cor pons
_zmoftri membra movenda valet .- Opt- pag- 4xr. |
() Thefe are the very words of sir Ifzac Newtor, Ad;lcure jam fi-
cet noanulla de SPIR I T U quodam SUB T 1LT SSEM O cor--
pora crafla pervadente, et in iifdem latente, _cujus vi et adtionibus .
particulae corporum ad minimas diftantias f& matuo AT TR A-
~HUNT, et contignae factie, CO. HAFRENT et corpora
ELECTRICA agunt ad diftantias majc-es; et LU X emittitur,
refledtitur, refringitur, inflectitur, edcalefa it; et SENSATIOQ
_omnis excxta‘tlu, et MEMBRA ANIM A LI UM ad volinta-
tem moventar. He never denied a (¥5tile matter in’ this fénfe, and
‘it is in this feafe that I always underffand it, See Dife. at the end.
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We are ftruck with furprize, continued the philofopher;
to fec all the wonders of nature, which_difcover them-
felves to our fhort and fecble fight ; but how great would
be our amazement, if we could tranfport ourfelves into
thofe aetherial fpaces, and pals through them with a rapid - |
flight; Each ftar would appear an atom in comparifon of =
the immenfity with which it is farrounded ; what would |
our wonder be, if dcfcendmg afterwaras upon earth, we
could accommodate our €yes 10 the minutenefs of OJJC&S, 3
and purfuc the fmalleft grain of fand through it’s infinite
divifibility ? . Each atom would appear a world m which
we fhould doubt]eis difcover .new beauties. There isngs |
thing great, nothing little in itlelf; both the srREaT and
the LiTTLE dxfapp.,ar by turns to prefent every where -
an image of infinity through-all the works of Oromazes,
W‘h.uafolly is it then to go 2bout to explain the (¢) ori-
ginal of things by the mere laws of mattcr and motion 2
'1 he univerfe i 1s the work of the great Oromazes; he pre-
fervesand governs it by general laws, but thefe laws are
frc'c,._arbm ary, and even diverfified in the different regions -
of mmenli ity, acmrdmg to the cFes he would thcxc pio:
duce, and the various relations he would eftablith between
bodies and fpmts. Tt isfrom him that every thing flows;

vty | h ng ﬁmﬁs 3 it s by him that every

xed : ’Wxthout himallr nature is an m°xp]1cab1e aemgma' :
with hrm, the mind conceives every thmg _poﬁib]c, ‘evenat

the fame time that it 1s fcuﬁble of its awn lgnorancc and
< h’arrow hxmts. 2

A f.udr ;

i revera. praecipuum cﬁ et oﬁ' cium. -

« et finis ut ex phacnomenis five fictis b) pethefibus arguamus, et ab
-effetis ‘rariocinatione pmgrcdhmur ad ‘caufas,’ dovec ad ipfum |
, demum- péiveniamus ‘catifam pnmam. guae finc omni dubio me-
* chanica nen eft...... atgoe. his quidem rite cxped'ns. ‘ex phacnome-_ -
nis contlabit ¢ffe Entenr i mcor}mreum,\uvemem intelligentem, om-
‘mpﬁf/ﬁnttm, qui_in fpstioinfinito tanquam { fcnfnno o resipfasin-
HimE cernat, - penitus peripiciat, tota@ne 1t fa & yrac[cnt:s <o
pfc{\atur Newt. Opt_ p. :.73r
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faid he, till now? the fimpleft objects contain wonders
which efcape my fight: every thing bears the mark of an
infinite wifdom and power, The great Oromazes, ever
prefent to his work, gives to all bodies their forms and
their motions, to all fpirits their reafon and their virtues:-

- ‘he beholds thery all‘in his immenfity; he goveras them,
not by any necffry laws of mechanifm; he makesand
he changes the laws by which he rales them, as it beft fuits
with the defigns of his juftice and goodnefs. -

While Cyrus was thus entertained with the converfa-
tion of Zoroafter, Caffandana affifted, with the wjves of
the Magi, in celebrating the feftival of the goddefs My-
thra.  The ancient Perfians adored but one fole fupreme
Deity, butthey confidered the god Mythras and the god-
defs Mythra, fometimes as two emanations from his fub-
ftance, and at other times as the fitlt productions of his
power, Every day was facred to the great Oromazes,
becaufe he was never to be forgotten: but the feftival of
the goddefs Mythra was obferved only towards the end of
the fpring, and that of Mythras about the beginning of
autumn.  During the firft, which lafted ten days, the
women performed all the prieftly funétions, and the men
did not afhift atit: as on the other hand the women were

. not admitted to the celebration of the laft.  This fcpara—
tion of the two fexes was thought neceffary, in order to
Prcfervc the foul from all imaginations which might profane
1ts joys in thefe folemp feflivals.

‘The ancient Perfians had neither temples nor altars ;
they facrificed upon high mountains and eminences; nor
did they ufe libations, or mufic, or hallowed bread. Zo-

~ roaiter had made no change in the old rites, except by the
introduction of mufic into divine worfhip. At break of day
all the wives of the Magi being crowned with myrde and
clothed in long white robes, walked two and two with a
flow grave pace to the miount of Mythra; they were fol-
lowed by their daughters clad in fine linen and leading the
viftims adorned with wreaths of all colours. The fammit

. of the hill was a plain covered with a-facred wood 3 fve-

ral viftas were cut through it, and all entered in 2 great
g % . glr=
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circus, which had been turned into a delightful garden. |
In the middle of this garden there {prang a fountain, whofe
compliant waters took all the forms which art was pleafed
to give thém, After many windings and turnings thefe =
aryital ftreams crept on to the declivity of the hill, and'
there falling down in a rapid torrent from rock to rock
frothed and foamed, and at length loft then-felves ina deep
river which ran at the foot of the facred 1ount. 4
- When the procefion arrived at the place of facrifice,
two fheep white as fnow were led to the brink of the foun~
tain; and while the pricftefs offered the vidlims, the choir <
of women ftruck theirlyres; and the young virgins joined g
their voices finging this facred hymn. = ¢ Oromazcs is the |
< fieft of incorruptible natures, cternal, unbegotten, felf-
- ¢ fuflicient, of all that’s excellent molt exccllent, the
¢ wifcftof all intelligences; he beheld himflf in the mir-
¢ ror of his'own fitbttance, and by that view produced the
¢ goddels Mythra, Mythra the living image of his beauty,

¢ the original mother and the immortal virgin; fhe pre-
¢ fented him the ideas of all things, and he gave them to

. * the god Mythras to form a world refembling thofeideas.
- € Let us celebrate the wifdom of Mytl)ré-, let us do her
¢ homy, © by our purity and our virtues, rather than by
£ oar fongs and praifes. ’  During this act of adoration, |
thrce times the mufic paufed, to denote by a profound fi-
7I.FDC¢ihat the divine natare tranftends whatever oor words |
- canexprefs.. The bymn being ended, the prieftefs light- |
red by the rays of the fun a fire of odorifercus wood, and "
while fhe there confumed the hearts of the fheep,: fang a= |
lone with a loud voice,”« Mythra defires only the foul of '~
¢ the vidim.” Then the remainder of the facrifice was, |
dreft f:qr‘a public feaft, of which they ail ate fitting on the
. brink of the facred fountain, where they quenched their
thirlt,  During the repalt twelve young it gins Tang the

- fweetsof friendthip, the charms of virtue, the peace, o= |
- nocence and fimplicity of a rural fife. . s
After this regale the mothers and daughters all affemble
upon a large green plot encompaffed with lofty trees whbﬁ‘a“ ;
thady tops and leafy branehes were a defence againft the
- fcorching heat of the fun and the blafts of the notth WKI
o - T cre
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here they diverted themfelves with dancing, running and
concerts of mufic.  Then they reprefented the exnloits
of heroes, the virtues of heroines, and the pure pleafures
of the primacval ftite before Arimanius invaded the empire
of Oromazes, and infpired mortals with deceitful hopes,

_ filfe joys, periaions difgulls, credulous fufpicions, and
“the inhuman extrivagancies of profanclove. Thefe fports
being aver, thiey difperfed themfelves about the garden;
and by way of refrelhment bathed themfelves in the wa-
ters. . Towards fun-fet they defeended the hill and join-*
ed the Magi, who led them to the mountain of Oromazes,
there to perform the eyenmg facrifice ; the victims which
were offered ferved every family for fupper (for theyhad
two repafts on feftival days) and they chearfully paffed the
time tillflcepinefs called themtoreft. : :

Tt was in this manner that Caffandana amufed herfelf,
while Zoroafter was difcovering to Cyrus all the beaudes
of the univerfe, and thereby preparing his mind for mat-
ters of a more exalted’ nature, the doétrines of religion.
The philofopher at length condudied the Prince with Hy-
{tafpes and Arafpes o a gloomy and folitary foreft, where'
perpetual filence reigned, and where the attention could.
not be diverted by any fenfible objedt, and then faid: Itis
not to enjoy the pleafures of folitude that we thus forfake
the focicty of men; toretire from the world in that view
would be only to gratify a trifling indolence, unworthy
the ¢charadter of wifdom: bt the aim of the Magi in this
retreat’is to difengage themfelves from matter, rife to the -
contemplation of celeftial things, and commence an inter-
courfe with the pure fpirits, who difcover to them all the
feercts of nature. ' When mortals haye gained a complete
viGtory over all the paffions they arc thus favoured by the
great Oromazes: it is however but a very {mall number
of themoft porificd fages who have enjoyed this privi-
lege.  Impofe filence upon your fenfes, raife your mind

_ above all vifible obje@s, and liften to what the Gymnofo- .
phifts have lcarned by their commerce with the Genii.
Here he was filent for fome time, fecmed to colled him-

" {df inwardly, and then continued. ’In‘

-



50 THE TRAVELS

To the fpaces of the’ Empyreum a pure and divine file
expands itfelf; by means of which, not only bodies but
fjirits become vifible, () In the midt of this immenfity
i§ the great Oromazes, firft principle of all things, He
"diffufes himfelf every where; but it is there that he is
minifefted afrer a more glorious manne.. ' Near him is
feated the god Mythras, or the fecoad (¢ fpirit, ad un-
der him Piyche, or the goddels Mythra: around their
throne in the firft rank are the Jyngas; the moft fublime
intelligences ; in the Jower fpheres are an endlefs number
of genii of all the different orders.

Arimanius chief of the Jyngas afpired to an equality
with the god Mythras, and by his eloquence perfuaded
all the fjirits of his order to difturb the univerfal harmony,
and the peace of the heavenly monarchy. How exalted fo-

- everthe genii are, they are always finite, and confequently

“ may beidazzled and deceived. Now the love of one’s own
excellence is the moft delicate and moft imperceptible
kind of delufion. To prevent the other genit from falling
into the like crime, and to punifh thofe audacious {pirits,

. Oromazes only withdrew his rays, and immediately the
- fphere of Arimanius became a chaos and a perpetual night,
| in which difcord, hatred, confufion, anarchy and force
alone prevail. | Thofe etherial fubftances would have eter-
|+ nally tormented themfelves, if Oromazes had not mitigat-
| iﬁ“&i;ir"nﬂfaies;_ﬁé*iv never-cruel in his punifhments,
[ mor afls from a motive of revenge, for it is unworthy of
- “his nature; he tmd compaflion on their condition, and
- lent Mythras his power to diffipate the chaos.  Immedi-
: themingled and jarring atoms were {cparated, thee-
s difintangled and ranged in order. In the midft of
yfs was amafled together an ocean of fire, which
Il the funs its brightnefs is but obfcutity, when
d with that purc acther which illuminates the em-
USRI A L ek pyreum

d) !tie Difc, at the cnd, and parag. about Pythagoras. . -
‘égmmm.g* %s thus that Mythras iscalled in the oracles
. which pafs under Zeloafter’s name. . Doubtlefs they are not ge-
- nuinc; but they contain the moft ancient traditions, and the file
_ of the Eaftem theology, eccording to Pfellus, Pletho, Plotinus
< and all the Platonills of the third ccatary, :
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pyreun. Seven globes of an opaque fubftance roll abour
this flaming centre, to borrow its light.  The feven genii,
who were the chief minilters and companions of Anma-
nius, ‘together wich all the inferior {pirits of his order, be-
came the inhabitarts of thefc new worlds, which the
Greeks call Seturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mucuxy,
the Moon, ‘and the Earth.  The flothful, gloomy and ma-
licious genii, wno loye {olitude and datknels, bate fnc'cty
and for ever pine in a faftidious difcontent, retired into
Satarn.  From hence flow all black and mifchievous pro-

jedts, perfidious treafons, and murderous-devices, In Ju-

-piter dwell the impious and _leamcd genii, who broach
monttrous errors, and endeavour to perfuade men that the
univerfe is not governed by an eternal wifdom; that the
greac Oremazes is pet a luminous principle, but a bliad na-
ture, which by a continual agitaton within itfelf producr.s
an eternal reévolution of forms.  In Mars are the genii who
are encmies of peace, and blow up’ every where the fire
of difcord, inhuman vengeance, implacable anger, diftrac-

. ted ambition, falfe heroifm, infatiable of conquering what
it cannot govern, furious difpute which {ecks dominion o-
ver the underftanding, would opprefs where it cannot con~
vince, -and is more eruelin its wanfports than all the other
vices. . Venus is inbabited by the impure genii, wholcaf-
feGted graces and unbridled appetites are witheut talle,
friendthip, noble or tender fentiments, ot any other view
than the cnjoyment of pleafures which engender the moft
fatal calamitics.  Tn Mercury are the weak minds ever in
uncertainty, who believe without reafi n and doubt without .
reafen; the enthafialls and the frc:-thmk:rs, whole cre-
duliy and incredulity procecd- cqually Jrom a difordered
imagination: irdazzles the fight of fome, fo that they fee
that which i not; and it blinds others in fuch a muaoner,
that they fee not that which is. 1n the Moon dw¢ll the
‘humourfom, fantaftic and- capncrous genii, who will and
will ot, who hate at one i;me what they loved exccﬂivel’y-
at another; and who by 2 fulfe delicacy of felf-love are

“Ever d;ﬁruﬂﬂd of themftlves and of rheir bcﬁfncnds, 3%

- All thefe geaii regulate the ifflucnce of the ftars. Tacy
Arefubjedt o the \Iagl, “hoﬁ. caJ n:.y obcx, and difeo~
= Vet
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ver to them all the fecrets of nature. - Thefe fpirits had
all ‘been voluntary accomplices of Arimanius’s crime,

Tlhere yet remained a number of all the feveral kinds who
had ‘been carried away through weaknefs, inadvertency,

Tevicy ‘and (if I may venture fo. tofpeak) friendfhip for their

companions.  Of all the gepii thefe werc of the moft li-
mited capaciries, a.#'confcquendy the lexft criminal. Oro- |
mazes had compaflionon them, and made them defeend

into mortal bodies ; they retain no remembrance of their

number, of genii that the earth is peopled, and it is hence
that we fec here minds of all chara&ers.. The god My-

thrasis inceffantly employed to: cure, purify and exalt -
them, that they may be capable of their firft feliciry: ™
- Thofe who follow virtuc fly away aftér death unto the em-

pyreum; ‘where they are re-united to their origin, - Thofe

who debafe themfelves by vice, fink deeper and deeper -
_ into matter, fall fucceflively into the bodies of the meanct

animals, and run thro’ a perpetual circle of new forms,

-ill they are purged of their crimes by the pains which rLey
undd'go. The evil principle will confound every thing
for pine thoufand years: but at length there will come a
_ time, fixed by deftiny, when Arimanivs will be torally de-
ﬁwyed and exterminated; the carth will change its form,

* univerfal harmony will be 1cﬁored and men will live hap-+
* py without any badily want. - Until that time Oromazes

repofes imfclf, and Mythras combats 3 this interval feems

Iong to mortals, at, to a god, itis only as @ moment of

fleep.

Cyrus was feized with aﬁom!hmcnt at the hearing of
thefe fublime thigs, and turning to Arafpes faid to hun g
what.we have been tanght hitherto of Oromazes, Mythras

and Arimaniug, of the contention between the good and

the evil principlc, of the revolutions which have happened:
in the higher ,pl)uu, and of fouls precipitated into mors

tal bomf:s, waes mixed with fo many sbfurd fictions, and:

wrapped up in fuch impenetrable obfturiry, that we looked

updn thofe dotrinds zs vulgar and contemptible nonons-l;
unworthy of the eternal Peing. T fee now that we com- |
founded. the abufes of \}_JR principles with the principles

thCm-

“former ftate, or of their ancient happmefs ;. it is from this
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themfelves, and that'a contempt for religion can proceed.

: only fromignorance. All flows out from the Deity, and all
mult be ablorbed in him again. T am then a ray of dight
caitted fromits principle, ‘and I'am to return o it. 1O Zod
roalter, you put within'me a new andinexhauftible fouree
of pleafures; alverfities may hereafter diftrefs -me; bat
- - they will never yerwhelm me; e misfortuncs of
life will appear to me as tranfient dreams all human gran-
deur vanifhes'; I fee‘nothing. great but todmita‘t:%he im-
mortals, - that I may enter again-after death into their {o-
cicty. O my father; tell me by what way it 1s that herocs
re-afcend to the empyreany, - How joyfal am I, rephed Zo-
-roaiter, 1o {ee you relifh thefe wuths; you will one day
have need of them. — Princes are oftentimes fmrounded by
impious and proﬂme men, - who rejedt every thing ‘that
would be 2 reltraint upon their paflions; ™ they will endea-
vour to muke you doubt of etemal providence, from the

miferics and diforders: which happen here belulv-'thcy‘

kaow not that the whole earth istbut a fingle wheel of thie
great macl.nc 5 their view is confined to-a fmall circle of
obje&s, ad they fee nothing beyond it; yet they will slif+
pute-and pronounr'e upon cvery thmg, they Jud,,e of na-
wure and or its authorlike ¥ man bornin a deep cavern who
has néver feen the beauties of the univerfe; nor cven tae
objeus that are about him, but by the fuint light of 2 dim
taper.  Yes, Cyrus, the harmony of the univ a,rfe will be
one day reftored, and you are deftined to that fublinie fkate
of immor ahty s but you can rife toit oqly by virtue; and
the great virtue for a prince is to make other men happy
“ Thefe difcourfes of Zoroatter made a ftrong impreffion
on the mind of Cyrus; he would have faid mach longer
with the Magiin their folitude,: if bis duty had not called
him buck 1o his father’s court.” Scarce was he returned thi-
ther when every body perceived a wonderful change in his
* difcourfe and behaviour. - His conyerfation with the Ar-
chimagus had ftifled his rifing prejudices againlt icligion.
" He gradually removed from about him all the young Sa-
trapes who were fond of the principlesof impicty.  Upon
* looking nearlyinto their charaéters he difcovered not ouly
that their hearts were corrupt, veid of all noble and gene-

Grairas “rous:

——
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scus fentiments, and incapable of friendfhip; bt that thcy .
were men of very {uperficial underftandings, full of levity
and lirtle qualificd for bufinefs.  He then applied himfel§
chicfly to the ftudy of the laws and of poiitics;‘ the other
iciences werc but litde celdvated in Perfias A fad misfor-
tune obh;’cd him at length to leave his cou.rtry and travels
Caffandana died, though in the flower Of her age, ‘afmr o
the had broaght him two fons and two daughters.” ~ o
Nonegbut thofe who have experienced the force o troc
lo\e, founded upon virtue, can imagine the difconfolate
eondition of Cyrus. In lofing Caffandana, he loft all
‘Tafte, reafop, pleafure and duty had all united to augment |
Tis paffion forhes : mloving hérhe had e\pcnerccd al the -
charms of love, without knewing either its pains, or the L
“difgofls with which it is often attended : he felt the great-
- vefs of hislofs, and refufed all confolation. It is not the ||
~ fudden revolutions in ftates, nor the heavieft flrokes of ad :
- verfe fortune, which opprefs the minds of herocs : noble |
and senerous fouls arc Iittle moved by =3y nusfortunes but | ?'s
! wh.xt’ concern the obje@s of their fofter pa.ﬁoue Cyrus at
ﬁiﬂ'gavc himfelf whelly up to grisf, not tabe allcu.ucd by |
weeping or complaining; this filent forrow was at length |
{uccceded by a torrent of tears. Mandana and Arafpes;
who never left ham, endeavoured to comfort him no other -
_ way than by weeping withhim. Reafoning and perfuafion
* fumnifli no cure for gricf; nor can fiiendfhip yield reliefin
affliction but by tharing it. After be had long continued in
this deje&ion, he returned to {ee Zoroafter, who had for
merly faffercd a misfortune of the famekind.  The cons |
verfation of that great man contributed much to mollify the |
anguith of his mind ; but it was only by degrees that he re= |
. covered himfelf, and not till he had travcllcd for fom
Lyears. .
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H E empire of the'Medzs was at this tinie in 2 pro-
T found peace. -Cambyfes being fenfible of the dan-
‘ger to which he muft. expofe his fon, fhould he'fend him
again to the court of Ecbatan, and thinking that Cyrus
could notbetter employ ‘the prefent feafon;of uanquillity,
than in travelling to learn the manners, laws and religions.of
other’ nations, he fent for him ohe day, and.-faid.te him: -
you are deftined by:the great Oromazes to {tretchiyour
conquefts over all ‘Afia; yoaiought to put yourclf intoa
. condition to- make thefe nations happy by your wifdom,
which youthall fubdueby your valonr.. I defign thercfore
that you fhall  travel Into Egypt which is the mo-
ther of the fdiences, pafs thence into Greece where are
many famous republics, go afterwards ioto Crete
to ftady the 'laws of Minos, ‘and return at Jaltsby
Babylon, that {o youmay bringback iato your own coun- -
tryall the kinds of knowledge neeeffary to polifh the minds
of your fubjects, and tomake you capable of accomplith-
ing your high defliny. Your flay in this placefcrves on-
1y to nourith your gref; ‘every obje& here quickeps the
melancholy remembrance of your lofs.  Go, my fon, go
fee and tudy human -nature nnder all its different forms;
this litcle corner of the earth, which we call our country,
is too fmall and imperfect a picture to form thereby atlue .
and adequate judgment of mankind.
" Cytus obeyed his father’s orders. and very foon Icft
Perfia, accompanied by lis friend Arafpes. Two faith-
ful flaves were all his atcendanss, for he defired to travel
: L Ges . us

A
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unknown. - He went down the river Agradatus, embarked
upon the Perfian gulf, and {oon arrived at the port of Gerra,
upon the coalt of Arabia Felix. ~Thence he continued
his way towards the city of (/) Macorabia.- The fere:
nity of the fliy, the mildnefs of the climate, the perfumes
which embahned the air, the variety, fruitfulnefs and |
dmiling appearance of nature in every part, charmed ¢l hisy
ienfes. While Cyrus was unweariedly aamiring the bean-
-tics of thecountry, he faw a man walking with 2 grave
#ind {low pace, and who feemed buried in fome profound
ihc}ught._ He was already come near the Prince, without.
having perceived him. Cyrus interrupted his meditation -
20 afk him the way to Badeo, where he was to imbark for -
Egypt.: . - Bk : s
. Amenophbis (forthatwas his name) fuluted the travellers
_wyith grear cvility, and having reprefested to them, that |
the day was toa far fpent to contimue their journey, hofs i
pitably invited them to his rural habitation.  He led them
thronsh a by-way to a listle hill not far off, where he had
formed wich his own hands feveral ruflic grotta’s. A {pring;
*ywhich rofe in the fide of the hill, watered with its ftrcama |
Sizilé garden at fome diftance, and formed arivulet, whofe
- fivect murmur was the only noife that was heard in this
abode of peace and tranquillitys  Amenophis fet before |
B3 gueflts fome dried fruits of all forts, the clear water of |
. he {pring ferving them for drink, and he entcrtained them |
:ﬂxﬁ: agrecable converfation during their repaft.  Anun:= |
fiected and ferene joy dwelt upon his countenance; his |
- difcourfe was full of good fenfe, and of noble fentiments,
. 20d he had allthe politenefs of a man educated at the *
- couris of Kings.- Cyrus obferving this, was curous to
- know the caufe of his retiretent; and in order ta en-
- g4ge Amenophis to the arcater freedom, he difcovered
9 him who le was, and the defign of his travels: he
then imtimated to him his defire, but with that modeft re-
1pe& which one ought to have for the {ecret of a (trangers 4
Amenophis under{tanding that his gueft was the Prince of |
Perha, mmediately &onceived hopes of improving this ac=
- S '.‘ ; ; = q'daint-, |
(/) The prefent Mecea, a plice which has ever been effeems
ed boly by the Ardbfins,
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. quaintance to the advantage of his mafter, Apries King of

Egypt; he made no delay thercfore to fatisfy the Prin-
ce’s curiofity, and endeavoured to move him by the hifto-
ry of his life and misfortunes, which he related in ‘the fol-
lowing manncr. B G i ey

Though the family from which I -am defcended be one
of the ancienteft in Egypt, neverthelels by the fad vicif-
fitude of human things our branch of it fell into great po-
verty. My facher lived mear Diofpolis, a city of Upper-
Egypt, and cultivated his little paternal farm with his own
hand'; he bred me up to relifh true pleafures in the impli-
city of a country life, to place my happinefs in the ftudy
of wifdom, and to make agricalture, hunting and the libe~
ral arts my fweeteft occupations. It was the cufom of
King Aprics, from time to time tomake a progrefs thiough
the different provinces of his kingdom.  One dayas he
pafied through a forelt near the place where I lived, he
perceived me under the fhade of a p:lm-tree, where I
was reading the facred baoks of Hermes. T was then but
{ixteen years: of age; my youth and fomething in my air
drew the King's attention; he came up to me, afked me
my name, my coadition, and what 1 was'reading ; - be-
ing pleafed with my anfwers, and having my father’s con-
{ent, he ordered me to be conduéted to his gourt, where
he negleed nothiag in myeducation. ~The liking which
Apries had for mre changed by degreesinto a confideénce;
which feemed to augment in proportion. as I advanced: in
years; and my heart was full of affeftion and gratrude.
Being young,and without experience, I thought that Prin=

- cgs were capable of friendfhip ; and I did nat know that the

gods have refufed them- that fweet confolation. :
After having attended him in his wars againft the Si~
donians and Cyprians, I became his only ‘favourite ; he
communicated to me the moftimportant fecrets of the ffate,
and honoured me with the. chief pofts about his perfon. T

- never loft the remembrance of that obfeurity from: whence
* the King had drawn me : I did rotforget that I had been

poor, and I was afraid of being rich.- ThusT prefere

"+ my integrity in the midft of grandeur, and I went fom

tmg to timg 1 {cc my father in upper-Fgypt, of which I

wast
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was governor. I vifited with pleafure the grove where
Apries had found me: bleft folitude, faid I within my=-
{elf, where T firft learned the maxims of true wifdom !
how unhappy fhall I be, if I forget the innocence and {im-
plicity of my firlt years, when Ifelt no miftaken defires,
and was tinacquainted with the objedts that excite them.,
I was often tempted to quit the court, and flay if this
charming folitude; it was doubtlefs a pre-fentimept of

what was to happen to me, for Aprics foon after fufpe&-~

ed my fdelity.

(2) Amafis, who owed me his fortane, endeavoured to
infpirc him with this diftruft; hewas a man of mean birth,
but great bravery; hehad all forts of talents, both natu-
ral and acquired, but the hidden fentiments of his heart
were corrupt : - When 4 man has wit and parts, and el

teems nothing facred, it is eafy for him to gain thefavour

of princes. Sufpicion was far'from my heart; T had no
diffruft of a man whom T had lpaded with benefits’; and
the more eafily to betray me, he concealed bimfelf under
the vail of a profound diffimulation. . Tho’ 1 could not
relith grofs flactery, I was not iofenfible to delcate
praife ;. Amafis foon péfeeived my weaknefs, and artfully

. made’ his advantage of it; he affe@ed a candour, a no-
- blenefs of foul, and a difintereftednefs which charmed me 3
- ina word, he gained’ my confidence to fuch a degree,
: _l}féth:e was to me the fame that I was to the King, I
B gf;fe ed him to Apries, as a man very capable of ferving
bim atn&nvt\xas ot long before he was allowed a free

NNE

_The King had great qualities, but he would govern by
: iry 3”“3‘ _he had already fi himfelf from all
- {ubjection to the laws, and hearkefled no longer to the
- council of tﬁefﬂ_xirty judges. My love for truth would
- pot always fuffer me 1o follow the rules of ftrict prudence,
> angil att ichment to the king led me often to fpeak to
 bim, §55 ftrong terms, and with too little management.
T perceived by degrees his coldnefs to-me, and the confi-
; \ﬂebﬁ'ﬁéﬁr’d@; beginrog to have in Amafis.  Far from be<
i?g}larmed atit, Ircjoiced at therife of 3 man; whom-T
;b : : o thought

-

© (9 See M lib s, andz,
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thought not only my friead, but zealous for the publick
good. Amafisoften faid to me, with a feemingly fin-
cere concern ; 1 can tafteno pleafure in the Prince’s favour
fince you are deprived of it. - No matter, anfwered 1, wao
does the good, provided it-be done.

About this tioe 2ll the principal cities of upper-Egypt
addreed their complaints to me upon the extraordinary
fubfidics which the king exafted; and I wrote circular:
letters to pacify the people.  Amalis caufed thefe letters
to be intercepted, and counterfeiting exactly my hand-
writing, fent athers in my name to the inhabitants of
Diofpolis, my native city, in which he told them, That
if I could not gain the king by perfuafion, I would put
myfelf at their head, and oblige him to treat them with
more humanity.  Thefe people were naturally inclined to:
rebellion; and believing that I was the author of thofe
letters, imagined they were in a fecret treaty with me.
Amafis carried on this correfpondence in my name for fe-
veral months. At length, thinking that he had fufficient
proofs, he went and threw himfelf at the Prince’s feet,
laid open ta him the pretended confpiracy, aad fhewed
him the forged letters. . 5 :

I was immediately arrefted, and put into a clofe prifon ;
the day was fixed when I was to be exccuted in a public
maoner. Amafis came to fee me ; atfirft he feemed donbt-
ful and uncertain what hefhould think, fafpended in his
judgment by the knowledge he had of my virtue, yet
fhaken by the evidence of the proofs, and much affedted
with my misfortune.  After having difcourfed with him
fome time, he feemed convinced of my nnocence, pro-
mifed me to fpeak go the Prince, and- to endeavour to
dilcover the authors'of the treachery. The more effetu-
ally to accomplifh his black defigns, he went to the King,
and by, faintly endeavouring to engage him to pardon me,
made him believe that he a&ed more from gratitude and
compaflion for a man to whom he owed all, than from a
" conviction of my innocence. Thus he artfully confirmed
him in the perfuafion of my being criminal : and the Ling
* being naturally fufpicious was incxoravle. - =

<
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"The report of my perfidioufnefs being {pread through= -
out all Egypt, the people of the different provinces flock
ed to Sais, to fee the tragical {pectacle which as prepar-
ing; but when the fatal day came, feveral of my friends
appeared at the head of a numerous crowd, and delivered’
me by force from the death which was oidained me; the
King’s troops made fome refiftance at £rfr, but the mul="
titade increafed, and declared for me. It was then in my
power to have caufed the {ame revolution which Amafis
has done fince ; neverthelefs T made no otherufe of this |
“bappy conjuncure, than to juftify myfelfto Apries. I fent” |
one of my deliverers to affure him, that his injuftice did* -
not make me forget my duty; and that my only defign”
was to convince him of my innocence. He ordered me'.
to come to him at his palace ; which T mighe fafelydo,”
‘the people being under arms, and {urrounding it. T found™
Amafis with him : this perfidious man, continning his diffi- _
rmﬂa}ion, ran to mect mewith eagernefs, and prefenting

“me tothe king: How joyful am I, faid he tohim, tofee,!
~ that the conduét of Amenophis leaves you no room to
- doubt of his fidelity! T fee very well, anfivered Aprics’
coldly, that he does not afpire to the throne, and I for-:
give him his defire of bounding my authority, in order to ©
pleafc his countrymen. I anfivered the King, thatTwas™
innocent of the crime imputed to me, and svas ignorant of
the author of it,  Amafis then endeavoured tomake the
{ufpicion fall upon the King’s beft friends, and moft faith-.
ful fervants,” I perceived that the Prince’s mind was not
cured of his diftruft, and therefore 1o prevent any new ac-
cufations, haviog firft perfwaded the people to difperfe
themfelves, I retired from court, and rctarned to my’
former folitade, whither I carried nothing back but my '
innocence and, poverty. Apries fent troops to Diofpolis,
to prevent an infurrection there, and ordered that myrcon- |
dutt fhould be obferved. Doubtlefs he imagined, that I
fhould never be able to confine myfelfto a quict and re=
- tired life, after having been in the higheft employments,
In the mean while Amafis gained an abfolute afcendant
ovezthe King’s mind';  this favourite made him fufpet and
banifh his beft fricnds, in order to remove from abo“‘l!
- s the

R
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the throne thofe who might hinder the ufurpation which
he was projecting.  An occafion very {oon offered to put
his wicked defigns in execution.

(a) The Cyreneans, a colony of Greeks who were
fettled in Africa, having taken from the Lybians a great
part of their lands, the latter fubmitted themfelves to A-
ries,* in order to.obtain his protedtion. The King of E-
gypt fent a great armyinto Lybia, to make war againft the
Cyrenans, This army, in which were many of thofe
malecontents whom Amalis was folicitous to remoye from
court, being cut in pieces, the Egyptians imagined that the
King had fent it thither only to be defiroyed, that he might
reign the more defpotically. “This thought provoked them,
and a league was formed in Lower-Egypt, which rofe up
inarms.  The King fent Amafis to them to quiet them,
and make them return to their duty; and then it was that
the defigns of this perfidious minifter brokc out.  Inftead
of pacifying them, he incenfed them more and more, ‘put
himfelf at their ead, and was proclaimed king, The re- -
volt became univerfal; Apries was obliged to leave Sais,
and make his clcape into Upper-Egypt.  He retired to Di-
ofpolis, where I prevailed upon the inhabitants'to forget
the injuftices he had done them, and 4o fuccour hinrin his
nisfortunes.  All the time that he continued there, Ihad
free accels to his perfon; bat T carefully avoided faying
any thing which might recal to his mind the difgraces he
had made me nadergo. - : o

Apries foon fell into a deepamelancholy ; that haughty
{pirit, which had besn fo vain as to imagine it was not in
the power of the gods themfelves to dethrone him, coald

" not fupport adverlity; that prince, fo reénowned for bis
bravery, had not true fortutude of foul; he had a thou-
fand and a thoufand times defpifed death, but he could
not contemn fortune. I endeavoured to calm and f{upport

"~ his mind, and to remove from it thofc melancholy ideas

" which overwhelmed him.” T frequently read to him the
“books of Hermes; he was particularly ftrack with that fa-

< mougs paffage: ¢ When the great, Ofiri_loves princes; he

. "¢ poursinto the cup of fate a mixture of good and ill, thit

2 W "¢ they

(a) Sce Herodotus, lib: 3, and x.
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 they may not forgee that they are men.* Thefe reflec:
tions alleviated by degrees his vexations; and I felvanun~
fpeakable pleafure in fecing that he began to relifh virtue,
and that it gave him inward peace in the midft of his mis-
fortunes. He then applied himfelfwith vigourand courage, -
110, get out of the unhappy fituation into wiich he was fallen.
He got together all his faithful fubjects who had followed
him 1o his exile; and thefe, being joined by the inhabi-
qtants of the country whom I engaged in his fervice, formed
an army of fifteen thoufand men.  We marched againft
the ufurper, and gave him battle ncar Mcmphis; but be-
ing overpowered by the enemy’s numbers, we were entire- -
ly defeated. ~Apries efcaped to the mountuins of Upper= |
Egypt, with the remains of his fhattered troops; butas
for me I was taken with a crowd of other prifoners, and
without being known confined in a high tower at Memphis. |
Whea Amafis had put garrifons in all the cities of Upper-
Egypt, andibad given directions to guard the pafiesinto
the mountains in order to fhut up Aprics. there, and de- |
ftroy him by famine, he returned in trivnph to Sais. al
- The ufurper, by the favour and protection of Nabu-
chodonofor king of Babylon, was foon after folemnly crown-
cd, but on cordition that Egypt fheuld be tributary to that
. conqueror. Scarce weie the people guieted, when they
= gavg'i?wgy to thatinconftancy which is natural to thegmul=
titudc ; they began to defpife the new king for his' |
Lirth, and to murmar again{t hiny: ‘but this able}
fuccehifully made ufc of his addrefs to pacify them ard
‘prevent arevolt. . Thekings of Egypt were wont to in~"
vite their courtiers to folemn feafls, and on thefe occafions
the gucfts waflied their hands with the king in a gelden
ciftern kept always for that ufe; Amafis caifed this ciftern
to be made into a flatuc of Serapis, and expofed it to be
worfhipped ;  he was overjoyed to fée with what eagernefs
the people ran from all parts to Fay their homage to it, and
having affembled the Egyptians, harangued: them in the |
following manner: Hearken to e, countrymen; this fas |
tue which you rov worfhip ferved you heretofore for the |
ineaneft ufes; thus it is thas all depeuds upon younchaice |
and opinion; all authesity refides originelly in the peopies
8
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yeu are the abfolute arbiters of religion and of royalty,
and create both your gods and your kings: T fet you free
from the idle fears both of the one and of the other; by
letting you know your juft rights; all men are born equal,
it is your will alone which makes a diftinétion; when you
are pleafed to raie any one to the higheft rank, he ought

\not te continue:in it but becaufe it is your pleafure, and fo

long only as you think fit: I hold my authority from you
alone; you may take it back and give it to another who-
will make you more happy than 15 fhew me that man, and
I fhall immediately defcend from the throne, and with
pleafure niix ahong the malutude. :

-Amalfis by this impious harangue, which flattered the
people, folidly eftablithed his own authority; they con-
jured him to remain upon the throne, and he {eemed to
confent to it as doing them a favour: he is adored by the
Fgyptians, whom he governs with mildnefs and modera-
tion ; good polxcy requires it, and his ambition is fatisfied.
Ile 11\ s at Sais in a fplendor which dazzles thofe who ap-
proach him ; nothing feems wanting to his happivefs: but
1 am affured, that inwardly he is far different from what
he appears outwardly; he thinks that every man about
him is like himfelf, and-would betray him as he betrayed
his mafter: thefe continnal diftrufts hinder him from en-
joying the fruit of his crime, “and it is thus that the gods
punith him for his ufurpation: cruel remorfes rend his
h:art, and dark g‘oo'ny cares hang upon his brow; the

- anger of the great Ofiris purfues him every where; the

{plendor of royelty cannot make him hap oy, becaufe he
never taftes either peace of mind, or that generous con-
fidence in the fiiendfhip of men, \\hxch, is the fweetelt
charm of life.

Amenophis was going on with his ﬂ*oxy, when' Cyrus
interrupted it, to afk him how Amafis couldl*get fuch an
_afcendant over the mind of Apries? the king, replied A-
mcnop’ns, wanted neither talents nor virtues; bat he did
. not love to be contradi€@ted ; even when he ordered his mi-
nifters totell him the guth, he never fargave thofe who 9
.beyedhim; he loved flattery while he offedted to hate jt:
Axmhs pcxccxvgd this weaknefs, aud managed it with art.

> ‘ i ke . When
a
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When Apries made any difficulty of giving into the dcfpo-a |

uc ‘maxims which that pcrﬁdxous mlmﬁcr would have i~ "
ued him with, he infinuated.to the l\mg that the multi-
mg mmpablc of re'tfomng, ou&ht to be govgrncd,
s authority ; and that princes, being the vice-ge=
gods, mayac like them without giving a rea-
fon o‘fthexr conduét: he feafoned his counfils with fo many.
3g,prmmplcs of virtue, and fuch delicate praife, that
prince being feduced made himfelf hated by his fubjects
out perccwmg it.
e Cyrus, touched. wnh this melancho]y account of
fo rtunatc kmg, could not ‘forbear. fdymg to Ameno-,
phis: Methinks Apriesis more to be pitied than blamed;.,
how fhould princes be able to difcover treachery, wheni lt
is conéealed with fomuch art? the happinefs of the pcople,
Aufwc d,Amcnoplns, males the happinefs, of the prmce 5
t%gcxr trug interefts are neceffarily united, whatever pains|
are. {eparate them. W] hofoever attempts to in-y
i ﬁl‘ ces with contrary maxims, ought to be looked Pz,
onas an chcmy of the ftatc.  Morcover,, kings ought al-
\vays to be apprchenﬁ‘e of a man who never contradl&s
them, “and who tells them only fuch truths as are agrec-- g
~ There needs no farther proof of the corruption of §
4

, than to fee him prefer his mafter’s favour to his - 7|
1] {f’ort, a punce fhould know how to ‘make ad-, |
oF his minifters talents, but he ought never to fol- |
low theu' counfels blindly; he may lend himfelf to mm,
bgf not yicld bimfelf abfolutclv to them.
1 how unhappy, cried out Cyrus, is the conditio
gs! you fi by they muft onlylend themfelves to men,
tbéﬁy multnot giv= themfelves up without referve to thems; .
tlicy will never theh be acquainted with the. charms of .
frfcudfhxp liow much is my fituation to be lamented, i
th= fplendor ‘of royalty be mcompanblc with the greateft
of all' felicitics 7 whena rince, replied Amenophis, whos
nzftdrr: has endowed with amiable quahtlcs, does not for
get ‘that beis aman, be may find friends who will not for
get that he s a kmb bur even then, he ought never ¢
be i:ldenced by ]wxfon.u inclination in affais of flate. = |
Asa private man, he¢ may anoy the Plcafurcs of a tend‘«‘& |
ol 5 fricnd: - ;:é
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tals who have no pafﬁon. <

After thefe refle@tions, Amenop!ns, at the'
Cyrus, continued his ﬁory in the followmg manfer, -
forgotten for {ome years in my prifon at MemPhxs,' :
conﬁnemcnt was fo clofc, that I had ncxthcr thc‘c

tude, and without the Teaf¥ comfout I fuﬁ'c'rcd thé’ crucl
torments of tirefomé lonclivefs. Man finds nothing w h-
i himfelf but a frightful veid, which renders him utteily
difconfolate ; his happmcﬁ proceeds only from thofc amufe-
ments whxch hinder him from feeling his natural mefﬁc =
cy. Tardently defrcd death; but T rcfpc&cd theé. go&s, and.
durft not procure it myfelf; becaufe I was perfn.xdcd that
thofe who gave me lifc bad the fole right o ke itaway.
One day, when I was overwhelmed with the moft me-
lancholy refleétions, I heard of a fudden 2 noife, as if
fomebody was breaking a way through the wall of my
prifon, It was a man who codeavoured to make Tis e-
fcape; and in a few days he had made the hele wide e-
rough to get iato my chamber. This prifoner, though 2
ﬁrangcr, fpokc the Egyptian tonguc perfedtly weil; ke 1o-
formed me, that he was of Tyre, his name Arob: d that
he had ferved in Apries’s anny, and had been taken pii-
{oner at the fame tme with me. I never faw a man of
a more cafy, witty, and agreeable converfation; he deli-
vered himfelf wich {pirit, delicacy and gracefulnefs. When
be repeated the fame things, there wasalways fomething
new and charming in the manner. We related to each
other our adventares and misfortunes. - The pleafurcs
which I found in the converfation of this franger made
me forget the lofs of my liberty, and I foen contracted
an intimate friendfhip with him. At length we were
both breught out of prifon, but it was only to undergo niew
fufferings ; for w¢ were condemned to the mines: and
now we had no Jonger any hopes in freedom but in death.

‘Friendfhip however foftened our miferics, and we prcfcr-

ved courage enough to create ourfelves amufements, even

i the midit of misfortunes, by oblerving the wonders hid?

denin the bowels of the earth. . e
Ha2, *The
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. The (#) mines are of a prodigious depth and exsent;
Apd, a%e mbaqacd’ by, a kind. of {ubterrancous. republic,
pibole members never. fee the ddy. They, have nesers
§§5lg(s;w)r pahty, laws, govemment, -families, houfe§
2pd Tigirways,. horfes to-afiiit them in theirlabours, and
catdedo feed them, . There. onesmay behold immeafe
¥ fappm ted by rocks of falehewniicso.the fhape uf pik
ngrs Che falts are white, blue; green, red, and of alk
;.Qloms, fo that an infinitc number of lamps hanging againt -
thefe hunc pi illars, form a luftre which dazzles the Cyes,
e that ot;diamonds, sobies,: emeralds, | fapphnes, and
511.;{1«1,0«., flones.  "Whit feems incredible; a rivalet of
fiedy wazer flows through thefe falt nines, and furnithes
(nrmk‘ to- the inhabitants. - This water s diftributed into
sanuls, m&.&dgs; bafons and refervatories o adorn thefe
yleces whese the {un never fhines; and tolbe quc ufe of n
tbtn\MS which arc here carried o ST
ol Afier fome years hard and painful, la.bouﬁ, Me werc zlpr A]
Jiinted malters of the flaves. - 1 hadiréad lhc: boeks:+ Qf
3ermes; Enew: his whole do@ring about the, myfleries QE
pature, and hadbeen inflrudled in the oceult feienges, We
ayplu_d ourfeclves to fudy thofe wonders by experiments; |
0.defcend from known effe@s to thofe which are more ‘
!mhraﬂd 1o re-afcend from thence to firft caufes. When |
e had examined, compounded znd decompounded bor
dies of all kinds thit are found in thofe fubterrancous re= |
gions, we at laft difcovered that ia the vifible univerfe
gherc were but ti7o- principles, the one aélive, the other;
ve s an clementary fire, uniform, univerfal, and infinite~
fnbtde, and an ariginal virgin earth which is hard, {olid,
and the fubftance of all bodies. - :
i+ Before Typhon broke the egg of the world and intro=
duced the evil principle there, the etheril matter peaes
‘arated all the parts of ‘the virgin earth; by comorefling: |
{ome of them it gave compaéingls to fohds, and by maks
ing others of them float produced liquids ; the former were. .l‘
the canals through which the latter ﬂowcd ‘in order to @
~yaiverfal and regul&r cxrculmon i all the parts of the o
s verle's

(2) The prcrcnt mines of Vilifea, five miles from Cracows *"‘
femble thofe which are here defaibed, o
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verfe; the waters inclofed in the center of ‘the eafth not
only perfpired ‘through it's pores, and fupplied that nivi=
fture which is neceﬂary to ‘vegetation; but fprang olit in
+ fountains, ‘whofe united ftreams  flowed in Tivers’ gi'ek:
and fmall to'beautify the face of nature.: ‘The lid= ~
ward conftitution of bodies was then vifible, becaufe e~
very thing was lvainous ar tranfparent; the earth receiv-
ing or refleQing the rays of light, produced the agreeatie

variety of coJours, and tberk: was' nothmo dam or' daZs
zling.

After the full of fpmts an& the seslvieh Typhon, ﬂus
beautiful  order ‘was ‘deftroyed. - The ‘adive principle
which bound together all the parts of our globe, with=
drawing itfelf, the waters burft forth from their abyfs,
and overflowed the face of the earth; the common mafs
was totally diffolved, ’twas all a vl chubs e T
verfal confufion. The goddefs Ifis, beholding ‘the ruin
of her work, refolved to repair it; yet without refforing:
it to it’s fielt perfetion. Shelaid the plan of a' new world,,
very different indeed from the former, bue fuch 2 one
as was proper 'to be the habitation < of degraded fpirits.
She {pake, nature obeyed her voice, and the fhapelefs
chaos took a form, yet {o, as that artand feeming chance,
light and darknefs, order and ' confufion were mingled
- throughout. " The carth wasnow opaque, ugly and irpeé=~
galar, like the inteiligences that inhabit it. < Diamonds;
rubies, emeralds and the ‘other precious {tozes; ‘are “but
the ruins of the primitive earth which-was all compofed
of fuch materials.  Some fay that the chaos happened 2
- long time before the deluge, that the firft enfucd opon the
fall of the Genii, and that the other was the punithment
of the erimes of men's be thatas it will, we have! every
whete convinctng proofs of the umverfal d;ﬂohtmg (a)
of the common mafs, - We find in the inmoft bowels'of
the earth, in mines and upon the higheft moantains, fifh~
es, birds, andall forts of animals which floated in the: was
. and are pemﬁcd fince tlmt mundauon.

'(a) Dr. Woodward’s {yv ftem is very ancur' and is to be foind
a#on the Abgflinians, See Patritio dc‘.la leo g, poge

.
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(&) At prefent all the fluids and {olids refult from the
irregalar combination of the adtive and paffive pnnuple, :
and itis the philofopher’s provinee to difcover the gene-
Tal Jaws of this combination. ~ One may confider the par=
ticles of the pure clementary fire as invifible points, and
thefe of the earth as lines, as furfaces, o as groffer cor-
pufcles ; when the etherial matter {ticks <o thofe terrvftrial
particles that are long and pointed, it produces fpears, |
darts, and winged arross, which are the principles of faltsy
whenit brings together, unites and comprefles feveral {ur- :
faces, and penetrates them without being abforbed inthemy
it engenders the principles of eryﬂa]s; when it is impris
foned in the cavities of opaque corpufcles; it forms {pun-
es of five, or the principles of fulphars ; and henee rea i
%uit the firlt elements of all folids : when the terreftrial |
particles float in the ctheriul matter, and wear themfelves
round by rubbing againt one another, thefe invifible {pheres
become the pnncxplcs of all fluids; little balls of mereur)
when, they are opaque and heavy, drops of water whea
they are trdufpalcnt and light, bubbles of air when Ibey 4
ate endued with elaflicity by the inceflant egrefs and rcgrc.s |
of the etherial matter through their pores. “
. From the combination of thefe three folids, and three
ﬁuxds which are not themielves fimple bat compoundeds
Mother bodics are engendred.  The mixture of {ulphug
with mercury makes the bafis of metals, which are more
or lcfs pure, as there are more or lefs of the terrefbrial
particles in their campofition. Piecious {tones are formed ;:
by the incorporating of metals with cryftal, gold makes
abies, mercury diamonds, copper cmeralds.  The grof~ £
fer and more Jrregular particles  of earth, when ces
mented by water; conltitute the opaque and common flon
La{ﬂ,y, falphurs, falts, mercury and earth blended toges
ther in one’Common mafs, without rule or proportion,
produce minerals, half metals, and all kinds of foflilss
wiile the more fubtile and- volatile parts being diluted
prx'h water and axr,a turn into liquors and vnpoum of all
ciss
»_}ﬁeﬁequpndy amufcc ourfelves wx.th nmtatmg chefe

o

b (b) Sc: Bocrh:um
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opgrations of nature,: diffolving folids, fixing liquids; *and
then reducing them to their firft forms'; “with mixing ful-
phurs,- falts and mineralstogether;  in order|to'make them
ferment :and«thereby -« engender+ exhalations, < “clolds)
winds; thunder; -and all {orts * of meteors;; Swith: making
tranfparent bodics opaque, and opague bodies trar arent's
with - fu addenly - changing: colours into - their ‘oppofites! by
barely mixing with them certain fluids that have no colonr;
Being thus entertained with. the fports of nature ‘and ‘art;
we were -beginning to make ourfelves tolerably eafy under -
our misforrunes,s when Heaven reftored us to hoeny, by
a firoke cquallyterrible;and unexpected. ;

"The fubterrancous fires fometimes break their pnfons
with a violence that fecms to fhake nature even to it’s foun-
dations; like the thunder which burfls' the clouds; vo=
mizing out flames and filling the air with it’s roarings, We
frequently felt thofe tertible convulfions. One daythe
fhocks: redoubled, i the - earth feemed to groany and>‘we
cxpected mothingbut death, when the impetaous fires o=
pened alpaflage into: a dpacious cavern; ‘‘and that which
feemed' to threaten us with' a lofs of life procured usi=
berty.  We walked a long time by the light of curlamps
before we faw!the day ; but at length the fubterrancous
pallage ended at an old temple, Wwhich we knew by'the bas=
seliohs upen the altar, to have been confecrated to Ofiriss
Ve proftrated oarfelves and adored the ‘divinity of ‘the
place 3 we had no vi&ims to offer,” nor any thing where=
with to muke libations, but ‘inftead ef all facnfwe, wc
made a folemn vow, forevertolove virtue.

This temple was fituated near the- Arabxan gnlf = We
embarked in a veflel which was bound fc Muza, landed
there, croffed a great part of Arabia Felix, and atlength -
arrived in this {olitude.  The Gods feem to have conceal-
ed the moft beautiful p}accs of the earth, frém thofe who
know not how ta prize a life of peace andtranquillity.
We found men, in théfe woods and fortefts, of fiveet and
humane difpofitons, full of truth and juftice. We foon
. made ourfelves famous among them ; “Arabel taught them

- how to draw the bow, and thrdw the javelin to deﬂxoy
thc wild bealts which ravaged gheir ﬂocks ; 1 inftrudted

. thcm
L]
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them in the laws of Hermes, and cured their difcafes by
the help of fimples. They looked upon us as divinemens
and we every day admired the motions of beautiful nature,
which we obferved in them; their unaffected joy, theirt
ingenious fimplicity, and their affectionate gratitude. We
then faw that great cities and magnificent courts have en-
ly ferved too much to corrupt the mancers and feathnents |
of mankind; and that by uniting a multitude of men inthe |
fame place, they often do but unite and multiply their paffi-
ons. We thanked the gods for our being undeceived withres
gard to thofe fulfe pleafures, and even falfe virtues both
political and military, which felf-love has introduced into:
numerous focieties, and which only ferve to delude men;
and to make them flaves to their ambition. But, alas! how
inconftant are buman things! how weak 1s the mind of
man ! Arobal, that virtuous, affectionate, and gencrous
friend, who had fupported imprifonment with fo much |
courage, and flavery with {o much refolution, could not
conteat himfelf with afimple and uniform life.  Having a
genius for war, he fighed after great exploits, and being |
more a philofopher in fpeculation than in reality, confefled
to me, that he could no longer bear the calm of retire-
ment; heleftme, and I have never feen him fince. 3]
I feem to myfelf a being left alone upon the €arth; A= |
prics perfecuted me, Amafis betrayed me, Arobal forfuke:
me; I find every where a frightful void. I experience |
that friendfhip, the greatéft of all felicities, is hard tobe
met with; paffions, frailics, a thoufand contrarietics €= |
ther cool itor difturbit’s harmony, Men love themfelves. |
too much to love a friend well; I know them now, and |
I cannot efteen: them 3 however I do not hate men; I
* have a fincere bénevolence for them, and would do them:
good without hope of recompence, Whillt Amenophis.
was {peaking, one might fee upon the Prince’s countes
nance the different fentiments and paffions, which thefé -
various events would naturally raife in a generous minds
The Egyptian having finithed the relation of his misfor=
_ tunes, Cyrus afked him, whether he knew what was be=
come of Apries. ~Amenophis anfwered, I am informed
that the King is yet alive, and that after. having waﬂcl!?ré‘i ;
C S a ong

i

g o
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a long time in the mountains; he has at length got toge- -
ther an army of Carans and Ionians, who duaring hisreign
and by his permiifion, fetded in Upper-Egypt, and has
made himfelf mafter of the city of Diofpolis,

Cyrus then {aid ta the Egyptian, I admire the conftan-
cy and courage with which you have fuftained the fhocks
of fortune, but-Icannot approve of your remaining i this
mnaétion: It isnot lawful to enjoy repofe fo longas we are
in a condition to labour for thegood of our country; man -
is not born for himfelf alone, but for fouiety; Egypt has
{till need of your affiitance, and the gods prefeatgou a
new opportunity of being ufeful toher; why do—y‘n-
tinue a moment in this folitude ? - An ordinary virtueis
ditheartened by ill fuccefs and adverde fortune, but heroic
virtue is never difcouraged: let us fly to the affiftance of
Apries, and deliver him from the oppreifion of an ufurper.
Amenophis to increafe the ardor of Cyrus feemed very ua-
willing at firlt to return to Egypt, and fuffered himfclf to
be long intreated before he yiclded to the Prince’s folicita-
tions. o
. Cyrus, before he left Arabia, difpatched couriers ta
Nabuchodonofor King of Babylon, who had masricd A~
mytis the {ifter of Mandana, to folicite his uncle in favour
of Apries ; then having concerted with Amenophis all the
neceffary meafures to make their defigns fucceed, they fer
out together, crofled the country of the Sabeans with
great expedition, foon arrived upon the fhore of the Ara-
bian gulf and embarked for Egypt. - Gyras was furprifed
to find here a new kind of beauty which he had not {een
in Arabia ¢ there, all was the effeé le nature, but
here, every thing was improved byareei- =~ .

It feldom raios in Egypt, but the* Nile by #ts regular
overflowings fapplies it with:the raios and melted fnows
of other countries. This river, by the m@ns of an in-
finite number of canals, made a communication between
the cities, joined the Great Sea with the Red Sea, and thus
promoted both foreign and domeflic commerce. The
cities of Egypt were numerous, larges well peopled, full

- of magnificent temples and flately palates = they rofe Jike

flands in the nudft of the wargrs, and amlopkcdl the
- P Ql0s,
L]
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plains, which appeared all fruitful, gay and fmiling ; there |
one  might fee hamlets neat and commodious, villages ]
fweetly fitnated, pyramids that ferved for the fepulchres |
of great men, and obeliflcs which contained the hiftory of
‘their exploits.  Agriculture, the mechanic arts and com=' |
merce, whichare the three fupports of & ftate, flourifhed
every where, and proclaimed alaborioas and rich people;”
as well as a prudent, fteady, and mild government. - G
The Prince of Perfia could take but a curfory view of
thefe things in the hafte he was in to get to Diofpolis, =
whege he joined the army of Apries. The King, touch-
ed! the generofity of Cyrus, embraced him affections
ately, and then faid to’ him, looking at the fime time u=
pon: Amenophis; Prince, let my example teach you
know men, and to love thofc who have the honelty an
courage to tell you truth when itis difagrecable, The
prefence ofthe young herorevived the hopes of Apries, and
that of Amenophis contributed much to augment his army:
it foon increafedto the number of thirty thoufind men
The two Princes accompanied by Amenophis and Arafpe
lefe Diofpolis, marched againft the ufurper, and came in
fight of his army, which was flrongly encamped near
Memphis. s
Apries was a prince of great experience in the art of
war, and was thoroughly acquainted with the country;
he feized all the advantageous pofts, and pitched his camp
over-againft that of Amalis. The ufurper, not imagining
that the King of Egypt could have got together fach 2
numerous body of troops in {o fhort a time, had marched
from Sais with only twenty thoufand men.  When Aprics
had in perfon taken a view of the enemy, and had difc
vered thatthey were much inferior in nember, he refolved
to attack them in their camp. The next day Cyrus and
Arafpes, at the head of ten thoufand Carians, forced the
advanced guards of Amafis, and approached his lines, and
being foon after joined by Apries and Amenophis, broke
through the intrenchments, and vigoroufly attacked the
Egyptians; the engugement was bloody, and the vitor!
for a long time douvtful.- Cyrus impatient to finifh the
battle by fome remarkable exploit, put himfelf at the hc:? g
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of a choice body of cavalry, fought every where for A~
mafis, and found him, The ufurper being a brave gene-
ral, as well as able politician, was flying from rank to.
Aank, encouraging fome, and hindering others from run-
_ ping away.  Cyrus lanced his javelin at him, crying out,’
Tyrant, it is timz to put an end to thy crimes and. thyu-
furpation, The javelin pierced the cuirafs of Amafis, and
entered his body; a ftream of blood flowed from his
wound ; furious as a wild boar pierced by the hunter’s
fpear, he came up to Cyrus with his drawn fabre, and
raifing his arm, Rafh youth, he cried, receive the reward
of thy audacioufnefs: the Prince of Perfia avoided the
blow, but when he would have taken his revenge he
found himfelf furrounded by a troop of young Egyptians,
who came to the relief of Amafis.  Then Cyrus, like a
young lion juft robbed of his prey, made himfelf a paffage
through the enemy; every blow he gave was mortal, he
defended himfelf a long time, but was at laft ready to be
oycrpowcrcd when Amenophis came to his fuccour, and
then the batile was renewed.. — Amafis notwithftanding
his wound did not quit the field, but raifed the drooping
courage of his men, and made Cyrus admire both his
bravery and conduct. Night at length put an end to the
action; Apries remained mafter of the field, yet Amafis
retired in good order with his troops, repaffed the Nile,
and gained the neighbouring mountains; the pafles into .
thefe mountains were narrow and difficult, and he refolv-
" ed therefore to continue in this fecure poft till be was re-
covered of his wounds, and had reinforced his army.
_Apries took advantage of the enemy’s inaction to make
himfelf mafter of Memphis, - which he carri=d by affault in
a few days. Upon this Amafis, withogt waiting till he
was perfectly cured, got together with incredible expedi-
tion an army of fifty thoufand men, and gave a fecond
“battle. As Apries’s troops were already much weakened,
the furper overpowered them by numbers, and took the
King of Egypt prifoner. Cyius, Arafpes and Amenophis
. feaning to be furrounded,. retired with <he braveft of the
Carian agd Jonian trgops to the city of -Memphis; th;:f_c.
: wao

- i % »
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‘whodid not follow them were either put to the fward od |
made prifoners'of war. j
-Amafis, underftanding who the young hero was tha
had - wounded him, was lppn,hcnﬁ\e of his credit at the
court of Bubylon, and difpatched coutiers  thither; ull -~
their rerurn he contented himfelf with blecking up the city,
and retired with the greateft part of his azmy to Saic, whi-.
ther he likewife conducted the captive king. Amalfis paid:
- him great honours for fome days, and in order to found
the inclinations of the people propofed to them the rcpldcmg b2 |
him on the throne, but at the fame time fecretly formeda |
defign of taking away his life. The Egyptians were all:
“earneft to have the Prince put to death, Amafis yleldcd\-'f
him to their pleafure, he was ftrangled in his own palace,
and the unfortunate remains of the royal family were mafla
cred the fame day.  Cyrus heard with grief the melan:
choly news of the fatc of Aprics, and underftood at th
fame time by the return of his couriers the difpofitions of
Nabuchodonofor.  This conqueror fent Cyrus word to a
‘bandon Aprics to his fate, but commanded Amafis to obey
the orders of the Prince of Perfia. Cyrus fighed within
himfclf, and could not forbear faying, I fear that the god:
-will oneday feverely punifh Nabuchodonofor for his infa- i
“tiable thirft of dominion, and above all, revenge uponhim
- his protection of Amafis.
'As {oon as the ufurper underftood the King of Baby
lon’s pleafure, heordered his troops to retirc from before
Memphis, and fet oat in perfon from Sais to wait upon the -
Prince of Perfia. He advanced towards Memphis withall.
his court, but Cyrus refufed to fee him, and only wrote
him this letter: The faults of Apries are punifhed by th
crimes of Amafis; it is thus that the juft gods fport with
.mortals, and feem to leave crowns to the difpofal of
chance: tliyday will come; in the mean time I fend Ame- - {
nophis to declare to thee my will and pleafure.  Hadft
thou any fecling of virtue; the fight of him alone would
overwhelm thee with reproaches that I dxqum to mak.
thee.
_ Amenophis, felowed by fome Carians, haﬂcncd tO A
meet Amafis, and found him not many furlongs from
'\Im- g




OF CYRUS. B.IIL 75
Memphis.  He was furrounded by all the chief men of
Faypt; ‘twas an allembly of old courtiers, svho had be-
Jdrayed Apries through ambition, and of young merr cor-
. tupted by pleafures.  Amenophis approached Amafis with
"2 refolute, noble and modeft air, and delisered him Cy-
1us’s letter; the wfurper read it, and wnmediatelya dark
cloud overfprezd bis face; the remembrance of his crimes
confounded him; and ftrack him dumb; he endeavoured
to fumnmon up all his confidence but in vain; he cafta
look upon Amenophis, yet without daring.to fix-his cyes
upon -him; thame and remorfe were fucceeded by rage
and indignation, butthe dread of Cyras forced him to dif-
femble ; labouring under the confliét of fo many different
paffions, he turned pale and trembled; he would have
{poke, but utterance failed him ; it isthus that vice, cven
‘when triumphant, caonotsfupport the prefence of virtue,
though in adverfity and difgrace. - Amenoghis perceived
his confufion and perplesity, and only faid ro him, it is
the will of Cyrus that ‘all the prifoners of wav be fet at li-
berty, and be fuffercd; together with the troops that are
in Memphis, to return to their former habitations in Upper-
Egypt, and w live there without moleitation.. - O Amals,
1 have nothing to demard of thee for myfelf, the prefent
- difpefitions of thy foul willnot fuffer me to put thee in mind
of my former affeion; and thy ingratitude!! mayf{t ehou
one day fee the beauty of virtue, repent of havibg for-
faken her; and divertthe anger of heaven which threatens
thee. This faid, he retired, and left Amafis covered with
fhame and confufion ; he haltened back to Memphis, and
the ufurper retarned to Sais, after he had given orders to
> put Cyrus’s commands in execution. - Erom this time to
~ his" déath Amaflis was always plunged ina gloomy fadnefs.
. ‘Cyrus; fecing the war at-an end, applied himfelf to.
. learn the hiftory, policy and laws of anciedt Fgypts he
. flayed fome time at Memphis, and converfed every day
with the priefls of this city, in prefence of Amenophis and
Arafpes.  He found that the Egvptians had compofed
their hiftory of an almoft-unbounded: fucceffion of ages;
. but that thie fi&ions with whiclt taey had filled their anacls
~ about the reign of Ammion,, Ofiris, Ifis aud Orus; were
i 52 i 3 - only



76 TIHEPRAVELS),.
only allegoriesto exprefs the firft (tate of fouls befere the
great change which happened upon the revolt of Typlion:
théy believed, that after the origin of evil, their country
\vasthe Nealt disfigured, and the foonclt inhabited of anys
fﬁx&’“‘ﬁrﬁ!king was named Menes;_and their hiftory fi
His' réign is'reduced to three ages; the firl’, which reache
o 'the time of the Shepherd-kings, take~ iueight hurdr
years; the fecond, from the Shepherd-kings to Sefoftiis,
five ‘hatidred; the third, from Scfoftris to Amafis; con~
Tiins more than feven centuriesa 7 Lo & os el g
“' Pring the firftage, Egyptwas dividedinto feveral dys
nafties or governments, which had each its king. . She
“Kad then' o foreign commerce, but confined herfelfito a:
~griculture, and'a paftoral life ; fhepherds were herogs, and
Kings philofophers. - In thofe days lived the firlt Hermes,
who penetrated into all the fectets of nature and of divi-
~ nity; it was the age of oceult{ticnees. - The Grecks, fa
Bet ggypﬁans,dimagine that the world in its infaney. w,
fiandraht, but they think {o; only becaufe they themielves
“ave dlways children (2); they know nothing of the oiigin.
“of the world, its antiquity, ‘and the revolu tions which have
“Kappened in-it. The men of Mercury’s time had yeta
~ “rémembrance of the reign 'of Ofiris, and had divers tra
“tioml lights which we have loft. ~ The arts of imitatic
“dcfy, mific; painting, every thing: within. the! pro)
OFthe imagination, are but fports of the mind,. in-conk
> f‘f;%‘ ori 0f the fublime feiences known by the firft men; i Na=
Xf‘;‘rir'e?_ wis ‘then obedient to the voice of the fagess:
“ernld put ail its hidden fprings in motion ;. they:pro
. ‘the’moft amazing prodigics whencver they. plealed
“Herial genii wereubjet to them (4)3 they had fi
“ntércot fe with the ezherial fpirits, and fometimes
“the pure intelligences that inhabivthe empyreum. We:
“off, fiid the priefts to Cyrus, “this-exalted kind
“fidge. We have only remaising forte traces of
“%oat #ncient obeliflks; which may be walled, the
“6f our divinity, mylteries; and traditions reluting.

“ {Q,IAA ce the Dife at theena o i g5 b
" (P see Jamblichis de Meofteriis Acgyptionmme 7 Sl
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Deity and to nature, and in no wife: the annals of ourci-

- il hiftory;as the' ignorant im:

1

agnes i Sunki) 1991y
The fecond ‘ane was that of the Shepherd-kings; who

* came from-Arabia; they over-ran Egypt with,an qrmy of

two hundred thoufand men. /The ignorance and {ftupidity
of thefe uncivilized Arabians occafioned the {ublime and
oceudt feiences-te be deipifed and forgotiens, their imagi~
nation could reccive nothing but what was material and
feafible. From theivtime the geniusof the Egyptians was
entirely changed and turned to rthe fndy of architecture,
wary and all thoft vain-arts and fciences which are ufelets
ard hurtfal *to ‘thofe -who can content: themfelves with
{imple nature. » it was then that idelatry canie into Egypr=
fealpture; painting and:poefly obfeured all pure idcas, and
transformed’ them into fenfible images; the vulgar {top
there,  without feeing into the hidden: meaning of the alle-
gories. Somie liethe time afier this ipvafion of the Arag-
ans, : feveral: Egyptiansy who' could: nat- fupport. the, yoke

of forcighcrsy Icfetheir country; 4nd fettled themfelyes in

colonies inail parts of theiworld. Hence thofe grearmen
famots in other nations; the Belus of the Babylonians, the
Cecrops of the Athenians,’ and the Cadmus of the Boco-
tians ;* and hence it is, that all the nations of thc_unisl.’;rﬁ:
owe their faws, fciences, and religion to Egypt.  In.this
manner {poke the: priefts to Cyrus. - In this age lived the
fecond: Hermes; icalled Trifincgitus; he was the'reftorer
of the ancient religion; he collected the laws and {cicuces of -
the firlt Mercury m forty two volumes, which were called
THe TREASURE OF REMEDIES FOR THESou,becaufe

" thiy care the mind of its ignorance, the fource of il evils.

* The third age was that of conquefts-and luxury. . Arts
were perfected more and more = cities, edifices, and pyra-
“mids moltiplied.  The fatlrer of Sefoftris caufed all the chil-
dten, who were born the fame day with his fon, to be
‘brought to court, and educated #ith the fame care as the

- young Prince. - Upon the death of the King, Scfoftris le-

vied a formidable army, and appointed the young men

‘who had been educated with him,-to.be the officees to

command it; therewere near rwo thoufand of them,_who

_ were able to infpire .all the troops with courage, military
dreie ‘

- YU~
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: d)!y'bfffmcxgh troops; and it f

\

 fiéceeded that of defpotic power, -which: had too mugl
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vimi’cs,:ind‘ attachmént’ to' the Prince; “whoni they canfi-

cediboth astheir mafter-and their brother. - He formed
2 ddlghof‘cnnqum ing the whole world; ~and penetratedin= ‘

S¢vebiansifubmited torliis empire; Thrace and Afia Vi
seo fitbofi dhiémomiments.of his vidtories ;. upon thofe o<
furneptsiore ot bedfecns the proad inferiptions of S(.fbﬂné
Line of Mings, and lord of lords, H.nmg ﬁxtt.ndgd:
aoncmd%s fromethe Ganges to the Danube; and from: the
river Danais o e emcmmcs of Africa, he 1etu.m:d:¢ﬁqi
fine years abfenecs ioaded: \ith the fpoils-of altthe: “coR
quercdmationss and drawnian a chariorby the kings whom
‘e had-fubdned s o Mis govenmment:-was altogether militasg
anchodefporcaly he ! Jeficned: the authority O the ponutg v
and tramsFevreds thar -power to-the commanders of t
avmys o After Discdeashy diffenfions. arofc. among; tho
chiefe; and: continued forthree generations. - Under Anis
fis:irhe lth.ad; “Sabacan” the “Ethiopian ook ady amagcﬂf
titticdifeords andidvaded Egypt. + Whis religions Prince |
sé-eftablitedithe power of the pnuﬁs, ,n.:gn:d Gifyiypdts |
“inlaprofound peace; andthcn returned into -his ownconns

~ tryy i obedience:tothe oracles of his gods. Thekingdom

thusiforfukien, fell sinto. the hands of Sctbon the: highs
1mﬁ_§eﬁ%dmm _he entircly. deftroyed the art ofavara=
mong thedigyptians, and delpifed the military men.. '33;9 |
feign of foperitition, which encryvates the ninds of meds

Afunk their cotrage. Fromithar time bgypgwasifupp@mg!-‘
b Kk‘lﬂ“"
of anarchy: « Twelve Nomarchs, e:,}:efgn ‘by: the.;

- fharcd the kingdon/ beeween them, till one of thent, nimed

Pfammeticus, made. bimfelf mafter of all the reftz,
Emmmmvcrﬁdm&}f a litde, and. cem.tmutd.,prmy powers

Foliforfive or fix reigns ;. but at length this. ancient
“domr became tributary to. Nabuchoedonofor kingof B
fon b “Ehe conquelts-of Scfoltris, were the fourcg
thefecalamities. 'Cyrus perceived: by (this, that pring
wherare infatiable of ronquering, jare encmics to theic pa
ety s by fecking toextend: thpig}lommloa too. &w Y
ﬁy,gh‘: foundmon of their aut}zox 1Yo ¢



OF CYRUS. "B. 1. 75.

The ancient laws of Egypt loft much of their force
rven in the reign of Sefoftris; in Cyrus’s time nothing re-
{mained but the remembraace of theny: this Prinec collec~
 ted 2ll he coald: learn of them fronx his converfation with
the gteat men and old fages who were then living: « Thefe
-laws may be reduced to-three, upon whichall th= reft de-
peads; the firfl relates to kings, the fecond to polity, and

the third tocvil jaflice. “ s ton 4 :

“The kingdom was hereditary, but the kings were fubjet

o the laws.  The Egypuians efteemed it a criminal ufar-
pation upon the rights of ‘the great Ofinis, and as a ‘mad
prefumptionin a man to give his will fora law. « As foon
‘as the king rofe in the moming, which was at the break of
day, when the underftandingis cleareft, and the foul moft
ferene, - all imatters upon which he was to decide that day,
were plainly and diftinétly laid before him ; but before he
pronounced judgment, he went to the.temple to invoke
the gods and to offer facrifice. ' Being there farronnded
by all his court, ‘and thevictims flanding-at thealtar; he
aifilted av a prayer full of inftruction; the form of which
was as follows: Great Ofiris!- eye of the world and light
of fpirits; ‘grant to the Prince, your image, all royal vir-
tues; that he may be religious towards the gods, andbe-
nign towards mep, moderate, juf}, magoanimous, gene-
rous, an enemy of falthood, mafter of his paffions, pu-

pithing lefs than the crime deferves, and rewarding beyond -
merit. After this the high-prieft reprefented to him the
faalts he had committed againft the laws; but it was al-
‘ways fuppofed that he fell into them by furprife, or'through
jgnorance; and the minifters who had given him evil coun~
fels, or-hud difguifed the truth, were lvaded with impre-

cations.  After the prayer and the factifice; theyread to -
_ him the a&ions of the heroes and great kings: that the mo=
narch might imitate their example, and maintain the laws
- which had rendered: his predeceflors illutrious, and their
people happy. -+ Whatis there ﬂmtfmi%ltnotbe hoped for
from princes accuflomed, as an effential part of their reli-

gion, tohear daily the! {trongeft and moft falutary truchs? -

- Accordingly; the greatcft numoer of the ancient Kirgs of

> 7w gng uiz {e mer ot gyt
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* Fevptwere fo dear to their people, that each private mag
" Bewailed their death like thatof a fathers « 0 ol
The fecond law related to polity, ‘and the fubordimas
tion of ranks. " The Jands ‘were divided into' three paress.
thefirlt was the King's domain, thefecond belonged tothe
chict priefls, sand the third to the militiry men: . The
eommon people were divided into threc dafles, hofuand-
nien; {hepherds and artizans ¢ thefe three forts made grear
improvements;-each in their profeflions ; they profited by
the expericnee of their ancgﬁors; cach father tranfiicted
his knowledge and fkill to s children; no perfon was als -
lowed to forfake his hereditary profeflion: by this means args
were eltivated and brought to a great perfection; and the
difturbances, occafioned by the ambition of thofe who feck
o rife above the rank in which they are born, were pres
vented, To theend that no perfon might be afhamedof -~ |
the Jownefs of his ftate and degree, sthe mechanic AMS )|
were held in honour.  In the body politic, as in the nas |
zural, all the members contribute fomething to the coms _%J
mon life.  Tn Egyptit was thought mudnefs to defpifea
- man becaufe he ferves his country in a laborious employs
ment. - And thws was a'due fubordination of ranks pres
ferved, without éxpofing the nobler to envy, or the means
€F to ‘contempt, L v 5 ' o |
~ “The third law regarded civil juftice. Thirty judges;
dfawn out of the principal citics, compofed  the fupreme |
coqncil,'-‘\vhfch.adnﬁﬂifﬁ"i:djuﬂ_iée throughout tlic King=
dom; the Prince affigned them' revenues fatticicnt -t
frce them from domeftic cares, that they might give their
wyhole time to the compofing of good taws, and enforcing
_ the obfervation or them; they hadno farther profitof their
" Tabours, excepr the glory and pleafure of ferving their
“eountry.  ‘That the judges might not be impofed ‘upon,: =
A5 as to pafs unjult decrees, thepleaders were forhiddea
that delafive eloquence which dazzles the underftandingy
- and moves the paflians; they expofid the matters of fath
‘witl a ¢lear and riervous brevity, ftripped of the fulfe orna
‘ments of reaioning ~' the' prefident of  the fénate wore
-colcar of gold and precious ftones,  at which lmﬁg;*iM i
“figure without cyes, which was:called truth ; he applied it.
¢ £ % R kiR . V 1 x:t@»; |
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of ,W’hich he had never obferved the like before 7 he:

'ﬂgﬂe of motion in him which was no longer in her. - The | |

,Ihc has loft i it and cannot reftore it to herfelf.:
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ty to know the principles of it. “To make you acquaint-
ed, faid the pontif, with the origin of our worfhip, fym
bols and myfteries, I'mauft give you the hiftory of Hermes ||
Trifmegittus, who was the founder of them. ® . Gidrh,
Siphoas, or Hermes, the fecond of the name; was of the.
race of our fovereigns. While hismother was with child of
him flie went by fea to Lybia, to offer a “acrifice to Jupiter.
Hammon. As fhe coafted along Africa, a fudden ftorm a+:
rofe, and the veffel perithed neara defert ifland. = Shees!
fcaped by a particular protedion of the gods, and was eaft.
upon the ifland alone; there fhé lived a folitary life, until
her delivery, at which time the died. The infant remain-~
ed expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, and the
fury of the wild beafts; butheaven, which defigned him:

* for great purpofes, preferved him in the. midft of thefe:

misfortupes. A young fhe-goat, heanng his crics, camel
- and fuekled iim till he was paftinfancy.  For fome years: .
he fed upori the tender grafs with his nurfe, but afterwards?
~upon dates and wild fruits, whlchfcemcd to him a more: |
proper food. “He perceived by the firlt rays of reafon |
whxch began to thine in him, that he was notof the famé! |
g ynﬁa the beafls; that he had more underﬁandmg, mos '
ﬂgt Hc ‘mtght be ofa different nature. 263 "'l
'T e fhc-goat, which had nourithed - him, dlCd of oidti"
age.  He was much furprifed ‘at this new. phenom:m;

ot cbm?n:htnd why fhe continued fo long cold and widh=
out motion; he confidered her for feveral days; he coms!
pared il he faw in her with what he feltin himfelf, and’
perouved that-he had 2 beating in his breaft, anda prir

mind fpeaks 1o itfelf, withoar knowing the arbitrary mmeﬁi
which we have affixed to our ideas. Hermes reafone
thus : the, goat did not t give herfelf that principle of life

As hie was endowed by nature with a wonderful
city, he fought a oty time for the caufe of' this change s
obferved that the plants and trees feemed to die, and
tevxve R by t}'c gomg away and' the'
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the funs he imagined that this Jftar was, the pnnctplc of
a'LL things, -and -he expofed the carcafe 1o, it’s rays, but

ife did iniot return ;[ on the contrary he. ﬁw it putrify,
grow dry and fall to;pieces;. nathing remained, bat tl;c‘
boncs s itis not the funthen, faid he within himfclf, £ ,t‘ha
gives hfc to anitaals. . ke cxamined whether. ir, migbt.
not be fome other tars but having obferved that, the. Ihzrs,
which {hined in.the mghl had ncuhcr fo much heat nor.
light as the fun, - and;, that.all nature feemed to languilh
in the-ableace of, the dayy he «concluded  that the ﬁars
were not the £k principles of ixﬁtz. e '

As he advancediin age, his underﬁandmg npened,‘ and -
his refletions hecame moye profonnd.  He had, rcmarked
that inaminate bodies could not move, of themfclvcs~ that.
animals: did not reftore motion to. :hcmfcl\cs, W hen they,
had loltit, and that the fun didnot revive dead bodics 3
hence he inferred, that there was in patare, 2 firlt mover.
more poserful th,m the fun or thp; ﬁaxs, and, wh,xch g'kvc',‘
agtivity.and motion To all bodics.

~RefleSting aftcrwarﬂs upon h.\mfclf Be ob"crvcd tha;
theu. was fomething in him which felg, which tho: wht,.
and which compar,d his thoughts together. .« Diflipating.
minds, wandering about.in vain purfuits and loft m amafc-.
ments, never enter into themfel\u.s, their noblcr fuculv
tics are benimbed, ftupificd and buried in marter. Her-
raes not. being diverted by peejudices. md paffions, from
hﬁ;gmng to the {till yoice of w:.fdom which mcclhnt]y :
calls us iato ourﬁe.lycs, obt:ycd that. divine’ '\&htfper thhout
knowing it; ‘he retived morc. apd more into bis. fpm}ual
nature, and by.a fimplicity of heast attained to the. ’
covery of thofe truths, which others amu:ﬁr,,by ﬁibulty,
of mafomng. - After having. - meditated feveral yearson the:
operations of his own mind, without knowing_ or imagining

“that. there was rany Qxﬁ‘;:repgcf‘bemcen the foul and
body, he concluded thiat he himfelf was not the firft caufc
of thought, any. mere, tl;mxfgnotm};, that he derived,
both the one and the ather from the fame fource, and con-

: fequcadgt dm; ‘the uﬁ \;owx; .mul 'bg.w m(elhgcqge s,
~well as power,, (.,

+-Searee had he got

i

% fghmp{c of ,:hefg: mths Shoe mmf
5 pom.d ;
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ported with joy he faid within himfelf, ¢ Since the
“Mover has {o muach power and wifdom, he mufta
¢ ‘Bound in‘goodnefs ; “he cannot but be'ready to fuccot *
©4hofe whio have need of his afliftance ; asT endeavo
¢ “to relicve the animals that want my help, my power, my .
<"reafoii ‘and my goodnefs, can only be emanations from
‘'his.”  Man, in the midft of beings thet can give nim
fuccour, is in a wretehed fituation ; but when he d*fcove
theidea of a being who is able to make him happy,
is nothing can compare with his hopes and his joy.” o
“The defire of happinefs, infeparable from our natate, |
made Hermes with to fee that Firit Mover, to know him, -
and ‘converfe with him. If I could, fiid he, make his
underftand my thoughts and my defires,doubtlefs he \séﬁﬁ
render me more happy than Tam. = His hopes and hisf}?
were foon difturbed by greatdoubts. Alas! faid he,
- the Firft Mover be as good and beneficent as I imagine
‘him, why do T not fee him 2" And above all, why am’
in this melancholy folitude, where I'fee nothing dike my
~ {elf; nothing that feems to reafon as T'do, nothing that can
give me any affiltance! in the midft of thefe P’Erpl'c)giti"”
his weak reafon was filent, and could make o :{ni'\iré’é‘
His heart fpoke, and turning itfelf to the Firft Princi
- fiid to him, in that mute language which the gods unde
ftind beteer than words: life of all beings! fhew thyf
16 me; niake me to know who thon art, and what T4n
eome and fiiccour me in this my folitary and miferable ftat
-* The great Ofiris loves a pare heart, and is always a
tentive 0 it's defires.  He ordered the firlt Hermes, or |
Mercury; to take a human form, and to go and inftrué
him. One' day, when young Trifmegiltus was fleep
-at the foot of a tree, Hermes came and fat down by
Trifmegitis when he awaked was furprifed to beho
a figure Tike 'his own; he uttered fome founds, but t
were not articulate; he difcovered all the different i
tions of his foul, by thofe-tranfports, that carncfl
thofe ingenuons and artlefs figns, whereby nature te:
men to exprefs what they ftrongly fecl. Mercan
Lrle time taught the favage Philofopher the Egyp:
language. He then informed him what he was, and W

3
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he was to be, and inftrudted himin all the fciences which
Trimegiftus afierwards taught the Egyptians. He now
1 egan 1o difcern feveral marks, which he had not obrer-

/cd before, . of an infinite wifdom and Po\ver drﬂ'u,ﬁ:d
throughoutall nature ; and thelcby perceived the wcak-
nefs of human re“fon when left to itlelf and thhout i
{tracticn.  Fle was aftonithed at his former ignorance, but
his new difcoveries” produced new perplexitics. One day,
when Mcreury. was fpcaking to him of the, noble deitiny
of man, the dxpn‘ty of his natur._,and the xmmortahty which
awaits him, h;“ apf wered ; ‘if the great Oﬁrls ordains mor-
tals to fo pcng& a fdlcxty, \»Ixcn«.c 1s it that they are
born in fuch ignorance 2 Whenece comes it that he does pot
thew hlmfelf to them, and difpel their darknefs; alas! if
"you had not come to enlightenme, Ifhould have fought
long wuhout dxﬁ:ovenpg the firft principle. of all things,
fuch as you bave made him known to mc, . quq this
Mercury unfolded to him all the feerets of thc E.gypnaq
Theology; in th' fol’owmg manner,

e (e he primitve ﬁat(_ of man. was very different frqm
what 1tisat preﬁ:nt Vithout, all the pasts of the uni-
e were in a perfedt harmOuy swithin, all was i fub=
on. to the immutable Jaws of reafon ; every ona cguﬂ

lus |ulc \yxthn hxs own breaﬁ, znd all the nations of
:of fages. \Iankmd

lns pmncu _ , but
were fubfcrvxe I to thc ‘cvc of. virtue, and all talentsa,g--
plied to the difcoyery of _truth- the beauties. of nature,
and the perfe@ions of it’s author, were the entertainment
and ftudy of the firlt men. Thc 1magination, prcfented
rotaing then but Iu& and purc ideas ; the Raﬂ' ons, be,mg,ln ;
fub; cftion to T fon, imultin the heart, and the
ft;ve of plear ¢ was always reguhted by the love of order;.
Thc god Ofiris, the uoddcf;s 1fis 15, and their fon Orus, came
‘often and converfed wnh men, and taught them all the

¢ myﬂcnes of wifdom. This terre(}ndl Iife, how happ jfoc»er,
- Was ‘neverthelefs bug thevmfancy of our. bcmgs,m whul:h

: AT (E) See tllb' E‘g‘)‘fpu:i'ii‘ "I‘heofo'g‘y,in the Diz,
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fouls were prepared fora fucceflive unfolding of intelligence -
ard happinefs.  When they had lived a certain time up(n.
the carth, men changed their form withoutdying, and fley
away to the ftars; where with new facolties and new Iighcs,\
they difcovered new truths, and enjoyed new pleafures;
from thence they were raifed to ancther world; thenceto
4 third, and fo travelled through the “mmenfe fpaces by =
endlefs metamorphofes. £ ¥ A58
A whole age, and according to fome, many ages paf
fed in this manner; atlength there happened a fad change
both in {pirits and in bodies.  “Eyphon, chicf of the Genit
and his companions had formerlyinhabited our bappy dwel-
ling ; but being intoxicated with pride, and forgetring them- -
felves fo fatas to.attempt to feale heaven, they were thrown |
down headlong, and ‘buried in the center of the earth. |
They came out of their abyfs, broke through the eggof
the world, “diffufed the evil principle over it, and corrupt< |
‘ed the minds, hearts and manners of its inhabitants. The | '
. foul of the great Ofiris forfook his body, which is' Na= o
TuRE, and it became a* carcafs. Typhon tore itin pieces, |
difperfed its members, and blafted all its beauties. 5
* From that time the body became fubjet to difeafes

- gination of man prefents him now with nothing but chi=
meras 3 his reafon {crves only to contradicthis inclinatior
~ without being able to corre them ; the greateft part ofhis -
pleafurcs are falfe and deccitful, and all his pains, cven his
‘imaginary ones zre real evils s his heart is anabu
fource of reftlefs defires, frivolous fears, vain hopes, dif-
orderly inclinations, which fucceffively torment himyia
croud of wild thoughts and turbulent pafions caufe a
teftive war within him, make him continually take arms
againft him{clf, - and renderhim at the {fame time both
idolater and an enemy of his own natare. That which
‘each man feels in himfelf, is a lively image of what pafle
in human fodiety.  Three different empires are rifen 1
the world, and fhare among them all charaters, thed
" pire of Orinrox,-that of AmBiTi0N, and that of $2
soALITY: error prefides in the firft, force has: the g& {
minion in the fccond, asd vanity reigos inthe third. Su
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is the prefent ftate of human nature.  The goddefs Ifis
soes over all the earth, feeking the difperfed, deluded
wouls, to condu¢t them back to the empyreum, while the
god Orus continually attacks the evil principle. It is faid,
that he will at laft re-eftablifh the reign of Ofnis, and
will banith for e er the menfter Typhon; undl that time
good Princes may alleviate the miferies of men, but they
cannot entircly cure them. You, continued Mercury, are
of the race of the ancient Kings of Egypt, and are deftined
by the great Ofiris to reform that kingdom by your wife
laws. He has preferved you only that you may one
day make other men happy ; you will very foon fee your
own country. He faid, and of a fudden rofc into the air,
his body became tranfparent and difappeared by degrees
like the morning ftar, which flies at the approach of Au-
rora. - He had acrown upon his head, wings at his feet,
and held in his band a caduceus; upon his flowing robe
were all the hieroglyphics which Trifmegiftus afterwards
made ufe of to exprefs the mylterics of theology and of
nature.

Meris the firft, whe then reigned in Egypt, bcing ad-
monithed by the Geods in a dream of all that pafled in the
defertifland,fent thither forthe favage Philofopher, and per-
ceiving the conformity between his ftory and the divine
dream, 2dopted him for his fon. Trifmegiltus, after the
. death of that Prince, afcended the throne, and made
Fgypt fora long time happy by his wife laws. He wrote
feveral books, which contained the diyinity, philofophy
and policy of the Egyptians.  The firft Hermes had in~
vented the ingenious art of exprefling all forts of founds
by the different combinatons of a few Iedters 5 an inven-
tion moft wonderful for its implicity, but not fufficiently
admired, becaufe it is common.  Befides this manner of
writing there was another, which was confecrated to di-
zine things, and which few perfovs underftood. Trif-
megiftus exprefled the virtues and paflions of the foul, the
" adhovs and attributes of the gods, by the ‘figure of
. animals, infcéts, plarts, ftars and divers other fymbolical

<chard&ers : Hence it is that we fec fphinxes, ferpents, birds
and crocodiles in our ancient temples, and upon our cbe-

3 K = -lifks ;
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lifks; but they are not the objecs of our worfhip, as the
Greeks- foolifhly imagine.  ‘Trifmegiftus concealed thY
my{teries of religion under hieroglyphics and allegories, and{}
expofed nothing to the eyes of the valgar but the beautics, |
of his morality.  This has been the method of the fages i
in all times, and of the great legiflatdrs in all coun-
wies, Thefe divine men were fenfill=’ that corrupted
minds could have no relith for heavenly truths till the heart
was purified from its paflions ; for which reafon they fpread -
over religion a fecret vail, which opens and vanithes when
the eyes of the underftanding are able to fupport its bright-
nefs. = : 3
“Cyrus perceived by this hiftory of Hermes, that the
Ofiris, Orus and Typhon of the Egyptians, were the fame |
with the Oromazes, Mythras and Anmanius of the Per-
fians; and that the Mythology of thefe two nations was
founded apon the fame principles,  The notions of the
Orientals were enly more fimple, elear znd undifguifed by
fenfible images; thofc of the Egyptians more allcgorieal,
obfenre and wrapt up in fition. e
After Sonchis had difcourfed with Cyrus in this maaner,
‘he condadted him to the temple, wliere helet him into -
“all the ceremonies and myfterics of the Fgyptian worthip;
‘a2 privilege which had never been granted before to any
thanger, till he had gone tirough a fevere probatiod.
‘The temple was confecrated to the goddefs Ifis, and budt =
in an oval form to reprefcnt the egg of the world; over
the great gate was this infeription, (6) To THE GODDESS
WHO IS ONE, AND WHO Is ALL. Thealtar was agie?at
obelifk of porphyry, on which were ingraven feveral hie-
roglyphics conthining the fecrets of the Egyptian religion.
Towards the topappeared three dark clouds, which feem-
ed 1o mcetina point; fomewhat lower a tree planted 1
a maddy marfh, upon whofe branches, which reached up
to the clouds, fat an hawk; by the fide of this tree was
a winped globe witha ferpent coming outofiit; at the bot=
tom of all, a crocodile without a tongue hid itfclfio the:
& e A

g0 e > i s
__(3) Inferipticn vpon a temple of Ifis, which is yet to be ﬁ"?
‘at Cepra. o J ; Fade
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waters of an abyfs, a fphynx at the fame time walking
rpon the furface. On one fide of this altar floed the fta-
tue of the goddefs, covered with a vail, upon which
swere reprefented the figures of the celeftial and terreftrial
bodics ; on the other fide was the ftatuc of Harpocrates,
hoiding one hazd upon his mouth, and pointing to the
goddefs with the nther (¢).

The high-pricft, clothed in his pontifical robes, ex-
plained to Cyrus the mearing of thefe fymbols, before
he began the f{acrifice. - We adore, f{aid he, no other
but the great Ammon, that is to fay the unknown God 3
we confider him fometimes as he is i himielf, and at o-
ther times as manifelted by nature.  In the finft fenfe we
call hin Eicton, Emeph, Ptha, life, light, and love, all
whofe operations, thoughts and affections being concentred
in himf{«lf, he remains in his {olitary unity iscomprehen-
fible to mortals; thus confidered (&) we adore bim only
by filence, or by the name of IsCOMPREHENSIBLE DAF *-
NEss thrice repeated; and we reprefent him by the
clouds which you fee towards the top of the obelifk.

_ Then we confider him as be bas manifefted bimflf in
the muluplicity of -nature, by a dificfive goodnefs that
commuoicates Ielf every where, by a {overcign wifdom
which forms within itfelf the idéas of all things, and by
an infinite power that produces, aaimates, preferves znd
governs whatever has a being.  We call thefe three forms
of the divinity, Ofixis, Ifis, Orus, and we reprefent them
by many diffcrent {fymbols: {onretimes by an hawk, which
having of all birds the moft picrcing eye and the moltzra-
pid flight, {erves to exprefs the divine jozelligence and ac-
uvity, This bird fits upon the top of a tree, to fignify
that the eterpal nature 1s infiniely exalied 2bove matter,
which is as dirt in comparifon of the pure efience of the
deity. The globe denotes the indivifibie upity without
; ¥ K2 : . be-

: : ((')‘ Thefe hicx:oglyéhics are all Egyptian, and are to be found,
with the explications here given of them, in Platarch, Jambliclus
Bammafcius and Horus Apoilo, quoted .y Kircher and Cu,‘l-

© worth. 17 TE e =

() This famous expreffion of thy Egyptisns is preferved by
Dammafcius, = -

s =
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beginning or end, the ferpent the fupreme wifdom, and
the wings that adlive fpirit which animates and gives liff .
to all.  The crocodile which appears under a deep \vatcntx=
und without a tongue, reprefents the great Ofiris hidden™s |
in the abyfs of natre, and doing all in a profound |
filence ; but you fee walking upon the furface of this |
abyfs a fphynx, which, being half m.n and half-lion;
fignifies the wifdom and {krength of the two other
principles.  Laftly, the goddefs ifis covered with a vaily -
and having, as you fee, this infcription on her pedef-
tal, I AM ALL THAT IS, HAS BEEN, OR SHALL BE,
AND NO MQRTAL CAN REMOVE THE VAIL THAT
COVERS ME, declares, that univerfal nature s but a vail
which covers the divinity, and that no one can behold
the fplendor of his pure and naked effitnce. The pof-
tare of the god Harpocrates denetes that we ought never
1o fpeak of the incomprehenfible effence of 1fis, but only
of her maniteftations. The Egyptians in all other places:
have forgotten the original and feblime meaning of thefe
facred fymbols; they adore the 2nimals whofe reprefenta-
tions you {ee here, and pay contributions for their nounth-
ment ; but the inhabitants of Thebes refufe to do it ; they
acknowledge no mortal gods, and adore but one fole deity
uncreated and eternal (¢). ; Sy
Cyrus no fooner underftood the meaning of thefe hie-
roglyphics, but he was the more defirous of fecing the
Egyptisn ceremonies; and the facrifice began. While
the vitims were ofering, and their blood fireaming at the
foot of the altar, there was heard the moft delicious
mufic: on a fudden the high-prieft rifing up, cried with
a loud voice, letus adore the great Ammon the unknown
God, the incomprehenfible darknefs ; thrice he repeated
thefe words, and thrice the people fell proftrate ; themu-
fic ftopped, an univerfal filence reigned, every one was a-
fraid to breathe, left he fhould difturb the ftillnefs and-
tranquillity of the place; then the voices joining the in=
firaments, began this facred hymn, (/) let us cclcbmﬁ::‘ 3

(<) Se Platarch in his Ifis and Ofiis. : :
. (J) Sce Cudw. p. q10. b



O:F G ¥ RS BN 9z
the praifes of the immortal Ifis, fhe is the mother of nature,,
*he origin ofall things, the fum: of all the divine wvirtucs,,
the uniform face of the gods and goddeffes; by onefin-
- Zle look fhe enlightens the ftars; at her command foft:
zephyrs refreth the earth; fhe rules over the difmal and
filent regions of hell; fhe cherifhes mortals, and fhews.
them the affeCion of a mother in their afflictions; fhe
calms the. tempefls of fortune, fhe reftrains: the: noxious:
_ influences of the ftars; the coeleftial Deitics. proftrate:

themielves before her, the infernal powers obey hers all
the univerfe adores her under different names, and by dif-
ferent rites.  The {ervice ended, forty priefts. walked two
and two from the temple in proceflion, finging hymas in:
honour of the god (g); The high prieft came laft with
Cysus at his. right hand, and Amenophis at his. left; en-
compafied by a vaft throng of people; who attended them
in a refpectful filence withont tumult, and condusted: the
Prince back to the palace of the Pontif. sy
Cyrus. (ayed fome days with Sonchis, andthen prepar~
ed to pafs into. Greece.  This country had filled all the
caft with the fame of her excellent laws, braye warriors,,
and wife philofophers. The Priace would gladly have
engaged: Amenophis te accompany himin his: travels ; andl |
in order to prevail upon him, promifed that he would re~
turn by Babylon, and endeavour to perfuade Nabuchodo~
nofor to alter his refolutions. - O Cyrus, rephed Ameno-
phis, you are a ftranger to-the politics of that conquerors;
he refolves to haye none but tributary. kings. i Egpst
mere flaves to his will; Amafis is a man for lis purpaics
Apries is dead, the race of our ancient Kingsis extinct,
the ufurper governs with gentlenefs and moderation = Fgype
is 1 peace and tranquillity, and thereis no longerany pre-
tence for revolting. I am going back to my folitude,,
where I fhall find thofe pure pleafures, wnich are net to:
_ be met with at the courts of Kings, por in the harry of
bufinefs. . Go, Prince; go render yourfelf worthy to-ac~
complifly the oracles; and never forget in the midft of
your fuccefles that you have feen 2 monarch;, who was
bercrofore triumphant and: glerious; diiven on a fudden
' iRl A e
> (g) See Clem, Alcx. Strom, 6. P 633 - -
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from his throne, and become the fport of fortune, They
parted foon after; Amenophis returned to his former {5 |

litude in Arabia, and Cyrus left Egypt without feeing A- %

gnafis, whofe character and ufurpation he abhorred. i

THE

TRAVELDS

OF

Gy R 1o

FOURTH BOOK.

(4

C YRUS refolving to go the fhorteft wayinto Greece,

went down the Nile from Memphis to the mouth
of that river, and embarked upon the great fea m a
Phoenician veffel, that was bound for Argolis. Arafpes,

during the voyage, was fometimes fad and thoughtful,
which Cyrus perceiving, afked him the reafon.  Arafpes

anfivered, you are a Prince, I dare not fpeak my heart to
you. . Let us forget the Prince, faid Cyrus, and converfe

- Iike fiiends.  Well then, faid Arafpes, I obey: Every

thing which ‘Amenophis has faid upon the inftability of the:
beart of man in friendfhip, terrifies me ; I often fecl thofe
sontrazietics he has fpoken of ; your manners, which are
2coaverft tojpleafire, fometimes offend me; and; without

doubt, my imperfections make you uneafy in their turnj

Bow ushappy thould T be, if this difference of chara&er could
zlter or diminith our friendthip.  All men have their frail=

tes, replied Cyrus; whoever looks for a friend without -
- xmperfedtions, willnever find whathe feeks ; we arenotals

ways equally content with ourfelves, how: fhould we be

£ with our friend 2 -We love ourfelves neverthelefs with

ali cur fawles, and we ought to love our friend in Jike man~

®er; you have your fallings, and I have mine, but our

cans
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eandour in mutually confefling our errors, and our indul~

« - ence in excufing each other, ought to remove your fears

/'of any breach in our friendthip. It is treating one’s

+"friend dike another felf, thus to thew him our foul quite

naked, and this ingenuity makes all imperfections vanifh.
‘With other mern it is fufficient to be fincere by aever af-
fetidg to appenr- what we are not; but with a friend
we mult be fimple, o as to fhew ourfelves even fuch as
we are. &

Cyrus then changed the converfation, and difcourfed
with his friend of all they had feen in Egypt: when he
bad dwelt a good while upon the beauties of that country,
it’s revolutions, {ciences, religion, and form of government,
he thus concluded : I admire the wifdom of all the laws of
ancient Egypt, except that which forbids the Egyptians to
quit their paternal profeffions ; this law ought to have ex-
ceptions : we fee in almoft all countries and all ages, that
the greateft men have not always had the advantage of
an high birth. Thercare in all flates fuperior genius’s
that would be rendered ufelefs if confined to the fphere in
which they were born; i political eftablifhments we
fhould avoid every thing whereby nature may be conftrain-
ed and genius cramped.  The nobleft prerogative of a
King is to be able to repair the injuftice of fortune, by
doing juftice to merir.-

While a favourable wind filled the fails, Arafpes, cal-
ling to mind the notions of Zoroafter and the Magi, dil-
courfed with Cyrus upon all the wonders which are dif=
coverable in the vaft empire of the waters; of the con-
formation of its inhabitants, which is fuited to their ele-
ment ; of the ufe of their fins, which they employ fome-
times as oars todivide the water, and fometimes as_wings
to ftop themfelves by extending them’ of the delicate
membranes which they have in their bodies, and which

- they diftend or contra&, to make themfelves more or lefs
heavy,according as they would go upwards or downwards
in the water ; of the admirable (trutture of their eyes,
which are perfectly round,to refract ar-d unite more reacily

. the rays of light, without which they could not fee in the

humid clemeat,  After this thev difcourfed of the bcd}
o
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of falts and bituminous matter, hid in the bottom
of the fea. The weight of each partcle of thefe falt
is regulated in fuch a manner, that the fun cannot dra“%
them opwards; whence it is, that the vapours as Z_
rains which fall again upon the earth, pot being over—
eharged with them, become plenteous fources of frefh *
water.  Then they reafoned upon the ebbing and flow-
ing of the tide, which are not {o difcernible in the Great
Sca as in the Ocean : of the influence of the moon which
caufes thofe regular motions, and of the diftance and mag-
nitude of that planet, which are wifely adjuiled to anfwer
all our wants; if it were bigger or nearer to us, or if
there were many of them, the preflure being thereby aug-~
~ mented would raife the tides too high, and the ecarth
would be every moment over-flowed by deluges ; if there
were no nioen, or if it were lefs or ata greater diftance,
the Ocean would foon become a mafs of {tagnated waters,
-and its peftiferous exhalations diffufing themfelves every
where, would deftroy plants, beafts and men. At laft they
eame to difcourfe of that fovereign power, which has dif-
pofed all the parts of the univerfe with fo much fymmetry
and art. : : :
After fome days failing the veflel entered the Saronic:
gulph, and foon arrived at Epidaurus, from whence the |
Prince made hafte to get to Sparta. This famous city
was of circalar form, -and refembled a camp. It was
fitnated ina wild and barren valley,through which the Eu- -
rotas flows, an impetous river which often lays walte
the whole country by its ipuadations. This valley is |
‘hemmed in on one fide by inacceflible mountains, and om
the other fide By litde ‘hills, which fearcely produced
what was neceffary to fupply the real wants of nature.
The fituation of the country had contributed very mu{;h:
to the warlikéand favage genius of it’s inhabitants, .
~ As Cyrus entered the city he beheld ouly plain and uni-,
form buildings, very different from the {tately palaces he
- bad feen in Egypt; every thing {kill fpoke the primitive fim-
Plicity of the Spartgns = but their manners were upon the
pgint of being corrupted under the reign of Arifton ‘and:.
Anaxandrides, if Chulo one of the feven fages of G;.%
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had not prevented it. Thefe two kings of the ancient
v (ce of the, Heraclides, fhared the foveriegn power between

hem ; one governed the ftate, the other commanded the
troops. They reccived Cyrus with more politenefs than
was ufual: for the Spartans to fhew to {trangers. They
feemed to have very little curiofity about the man-
ners, {ciences anc cuffoms of other nations ; their- great
conce™ was to make the Prince of Perfia admire the
wifdom of their law-giver, and the excellence of his laws.
To this end they prefented Chilo to him. This Philo-
fopher had by his talents acquired great credit with the
Kings, the fenatc and the people, and was looked upon
as a fecond Lycurgus ; nothing was done at Lacedacmon
without him.,  The Spartan fage, in order to give Cyrus
a lively notion of their laws, manners and form of govera-
ment, fitft led him to the council of the Gerontes, infhruted
by Lycargus, This council, where the two Kings prefi-
ded, was heldin a hall hung withmat, that the magni-
ficence of the place might not divert the fenators attenti-
on. It confifted of about forty perfons, and was not liable
to that tumult and confufion which frequently reigned in
the debates of the people at Athens.

. Till Lycurgus’s time the Kings of Sparta had been ab-
folute: but Eurytion, one of thofe kings, having yielded
fome part of his prerogatives to pleafe the people, a repu-
blican party was thereupon formed, which became audaci-
ous and turbulent. 'The Kings would have refumed their
ancient authority, but the people would not fuffer it ; and
this continual firuggle between oppolite powers rent the
ftate to picces. To eftablith an equal balance of the regal and
popular power, which leaned alternately to tyranny and a-
parchy, Lycuargus, in imitation of Minos,inflituted a council
of twenty eight old men, whofe authority keeping a mean
betwixt the two extremes, delivered Sparta from its do=
-meftic diffentions. An hundred and thirty years after him,
“Theopompus having obferved, that what had been refoly-
ed by the kings and their council, was not always agree-
. able to the multitude, eftablifhed -cevtain annual magi-
 trates called Ephori, who were chofcn by the people, and

.confented in their name to whatever was determined by
= 7 - the
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the King and fenate ; each private man looked upon thefe
unanimous refolutions as made by himfelf ; and in this vt
on of the head with the members confifted the life of th
body politick at Sparta. : _
After Lyturgus: had regulated the form of govern- -
ment, he gave the Spartans fuch laws ar were proper ta
prevent the diforders occalioned by averice, ambitiun and
love. In order to expel luxury and envy from Sparta, he
refolved to banifh for cver both riches and poverty. - He
perfuaded his countrymen to make an equal diltiibution of
all ‘their wealth and of all their lands, decried the ufe of
gold and filver, and ordained that they fhould have only
wonmoney, which was not current in forcign countries,
He chofe rather to deprive the Spartans of the advantages
of commerce with thewr neighbours, than to expofc them
to the misfortune of bringing home from other nations
thofe inftraments of luxury ‘which might corrupt them.
The more firmly to eftablith an‘equality among the
citizens, they ate together in public halls ; each company
had liberty to chufe its own guefls, and no one was ad-
~ mitted there but with the confent of the whole, to the
end that peace might not be difturbed by a difference of
humours ; a neceflary precaution for men natarally fierce
and warlike. ~ Gyrus went into thefe public halls, whera -
the men were feated without any diftinction but that of .
their age ; they were furraunded by children who waited on
them : their temperanceand aufterity of life was fo greaty
that other natiops ufed to fay, It was better to dic, than
to live like the Spartans.  During the repaft they difcour~
ed together on grave and ferious matters, the interellts of
their country, the lives of great men, the differen-e be-
tween a good and bad citizen, and of whatever might form -
youth to the tafte of military virtues.. Their difcourfes
contained muéh fenfe in few words, for which reafon the
Laconic ftyle has been admired in all nations; by imi=
tating the rapidity of thought, it faid all in a moment, and
gave the hearer the pleafure of difcovering a profound -
mganig which wae unexprefled; the graceful, fine aod
delicate turns of thé Athenians were unknown at Lacedacs
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mou; the Spartans were for ftrength in the mind as well
asn the body. -

Upon a folemn feftival, Cyras and Arafpes were pre-
lent at the affemblies of the young Lacedacmonians,

: . Which were held within a Jarge inclofure, furrounded with

divers feats of turf raifed one above another, in form of
an amphitheatre-  Young girls: almoft naked contended
with boys in running, wreltling, dancing, and all forts of
laborious exercifes: the young men were not permitted
to marry any but fuch as they had vanquifhed at thefe
games. Cyrus was fhocked to fee the liberty which reign-
ed in thefe public affemblies, between perfons of different
fexes, and could not forbear reprefenting it to Chilo.
There feems, faid ke, to be a great inconfiftencyin the
laws of Lycurgas ; hisaim was to eftablifhia republic which
fhould coniift only of warriors, inured to all forts of la-
bours, and at the fame time he made no feruple to expofe
them to fenfuality, the moft ¢fedtual means to fink their
courgge. 5 G

The defign of Lycurgus in inflituting thefe. feftivals,
replied Chilo; was to preferve and perpetuate milicary vir-
tue ia his republic. That great liw-giver was well acquain-
ted ‘with haman sature; he knew what influence the in-
clinations and difpofitions of mothers have upon - their
children; his intention was to make the Spartan womén
heroines, that they might bring the republic none but he-
roes. Befides, continued Chilo, grofs fenfuality and delicate
love are equally unknown at Lacedaemon; itis only in thefe
public feftivals that the famifiarity which fo much offtnds
youis allowed. Lycurgnsthoaght it pofible to deaden the
fire of voluptucus defires, by accuftoming the eye dome-
times ro thofe objects which excite them. At ail other
times the women are very referved ; nay by our laws new
marricd perfons are permittedo fee onc another but rave-
ly, and thatin private; and thus our youth are formed to
temperance and moderation, even in the moft léwﬁil*plea-
fares. By this means alfo are prevented thofe difgufts -
which frequendy arife from the permifiion of an unbourd-

* cd liberty in the marriage ftate. *T he'confteaint whicls, the

Spartans are uader keeps up the grdor of their firft flame
. é ¥

fo

-
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fo that marriage does not make them ceafe to be lovers,
On the other hand, {toln amours and jcaloufy are banith¢d
frora Sparta; hufbands who are fick, or advanced in years
Tend their wives to others, and afterwards take them agau
without feruple. - Wives look upon themfelyes as belong-
ing to the ftate more than to their hufbands. The children
are educated in common, and often without knowiag any
other mother than the republic, or any other fathers than

the fenators.
Here Cyrus, ftruck with a lively remembrance of Caf-

ey

0

fandana and of the pure pleafures of their mutual love,

fighed within himfelf, and felt an abhorrence of thefe odi-
ous maxims.  He defpifed effeminacy, but he could not
sclifh the favage ficrcenefs of ‘the Spartans, which carried
them to facrifice the fweeteft charms of fociety to ambi-
tion,” and to think that military virtues were inconfiftent
with tender paflions; however; as he was fenfible that
Chilo would little underftand what he meant by thefe de-
licate fentiments, he contented himfelf with {aying: pa-
ternal love feems to me a fource of great advantages to a
flate : fathers are carcful of the education of their children,
and this education obliges children to gratitude; thefeare
the original bands of fociety.  Our country is nothing elfe
but many families united; if family-love be weakened,
what will become of the love of one’s country, which de-
pends upon it? ought we not to be afraid of fuch efta-
blithments as deftroy nature, under pretence of improving
it? the Spartans, anfwered Chilo, all conftitute but one
family. Lycurgus had experienced, that fathers are often
unworthy, and children, ungrateful ; that both are wan-
ting to their reciprocal duties, and he therefore trufted
the edncation of the children, to a number of old
men, who confidering themfelves as the common fa-
thers, have an equal care of all.

In reality, children were no where better educated than.

at Sparta: they were chiefly taught to obey, to undergo
Iabour, to conquer in combats, and to face pain and death
with courage.  They-went with their heads and feet pa-
ked, lay upon rufhts, ard ate very little; and this lit‘tl'c
they were obliged to procuwre by dexterity in the p\lljbhc

5 & an-

’

-
-

»



O:F: C ¥ RUS. B, LV. 99

banqueting tooms,: Not that the Spartans authorifed
ghefts and robberies, for as all was in common in that re-
: /public, thofe vices could haveno place there; but the”de-
lign was to accultom children who were deftined for war,
to furprife the vigilance of thofe who watched over them,
and to expofe themiclves couragioufly to' the feverelt pu-
nithments, in cafe they failed of that dexterity which was.
cxaced of them. 3 W b
Lyturgus had remarked, that fubtile fpeculations; and -
all the refinéments of fcience, ferved often’ only to {poil
the underftanding and corrupt the heart; and he therefore
made little account of them.  Nothing however was ne-
gledted to awaken in children the talte of pure realon, and
to give them a ftrength of judgment; but all kinds of ftu-
dies, which were not {erviceable to good manners, weré
Iooked upon as ufelefs and dangerous occupations:  The
Spartans were of opinion, ‘that in the prefent ftate of hu-
man natare, man is forned rather for adtion than know-
ledge, and better qualified for fociety tham contem-
plation. . : :

“ Cyrus went afterwards. to the Gymnafia, where the -
youth performed their exercifes; Lycurgus had rcncwqd_
the Olympic games inftituted by Hercules, and had dic-
rated 'to Iphitus the flatutes. and ceremonics obferved in
them. Rehgion, warlike genius and policy, all contri-
buted to perpetuate the cuftom of folemnizing thefe games ;
they ferved not only to do honour to the gods, to cele-
brate the virtues of heroes, to prepare the body for the
fatigues of a‘military life, butalfo to draw together from
time to time in the fame place, and unite by common fa-
crifices, divers nations whofe (trength syas in their nnion.
“The Spartans employed themfelves i no fort of labour
but the exercifes neeefliry to qualify them to difpute the
prizes in the Olympic games. The Helbts, who were

. their flaves, manured their lands, and were theonlyme-
chanics among them ;- for they clteemed every employment ™
as mean and igneble, which rcgarded only a provifion for
thebady i K aimie et iih il o HAE 1o

. Cyrus, having lcarned this maximbf the Lacedaemppi-
ans, faid to Chilo: agriculture and the mechanic arts ap-

: : : LS o e pear

#*



100 ‘TTHE TRAVELS

_pear tome abfolutely neceffary to preferve the people from
idlenefs, whichbegets difcord, effeminacy and all the evils
defhrudive of fociety: Lycurgus fecems to depart a little
too much from nature in all his laws. The tranquillity
and fweet leifure of a rural life, replied Chilo, were thought
by Lycurgus to be contrary to a warlike genius; befides
the Spartans are neveridle; they are con*inaally employed
in all thofe exercifes that are images of war, in marching,
encamping, ranging armies in order of battle, defending,

. ‘attacking, building and deftroying fortrefles. By this
~ means a noble emulation is kept up in their minds without
~ comity, and the defire of conqueft preferved without fhed-

- dingblood: every one difputes the prize with ardor, and the
vanquithed take a pride in crowning the viftors; the plea-
{ures whichaccompany thefe exercifes make them forget the
fatigue, “and this fatigue prevents their courage from fuffer-

- ingany prejudice in'times of peace (a).
_ This difeourfe raifed in Cyrus a curiofity to know the

| military difcipline of the Spartans, and he {oon found an

- “opportarity to inform himfelf iniit. ~ The Tegeans, who
_ inhabited a part of Peloponnefus, having entered into a
. deaguewith feveral cities of Greece had raifed troops; ard
were coming to attack the Spartans upon their frontiers.
‘The Tatter prepared to repulfe the coemy, and Cyrus re-
“folved to"fignalize his courage on this occafion, but he
would firft know the reafons of the war, and Chilo ex-
‘plained them to him in the following manner.
' The Spartans, fid he, being ariived to a flourithing
condition by a firi& obfervance of the luws of Lycurgus,
laid a fcheme firft to make themfelves mafters of Pelopon-
+nefus, and then of all Greece.  Courage and fuccefs be-
got in them a thirft of dominion, contrary to the original
- defign (£) of our great Jaw-giver: his intention of forming
2 republic of warriors, was not to difturb the pcace of o-
ther citics, but to preferve his 0wn in union, independence -
and liberty. That we might never entertain the unjuilt
2mbition of making conquells, he forbad us the ufe of
mency, commerce gnd feets,  three helps abfolutely re-
RN A ALY, quifite
17} Sec Taurrell’y Pref. Hit. aux. Philip de Demoft.

'3} Seé Plutarch, S
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quifite for thofe who fet up for conquerors,  The Lace-
#daemonians therefore departed from the fpirit of Lycurgas,

; when they refolved to attack their neighbours; their firit
* defign was to fall upon the Arcadians, but having confuls-
ed the oracle of Delphos, the Pythian prieltels advifed
- them to turn their arms againft the Tegeans. The Spar-
tans¢ dependingson a deceitful oracle, marched out of
theig city, and carried chains with them in full affurance
of reducing their enemices to flavery. - Seyeral battles were
fought without victory’s declaring for cither fide, At .
length, in the beginning of the prefent reign, otrarmy was
put to flight; our prifoners loaded with the fame chains
which we had prepared for the Fegeans, were yoked like
beafts, and condemned to draw- the plongh.  Thebad
condat of our princes was the fouirce of thefe calamities:
T fhould be far from difcoveriag to you their faults if they
had not had-the courage to correét thea. == =
Arifton, who governed the ftate, was naturally of a
fweet difpofition, - affable and beneficent ; he put an eqnal
confidence in all thofe who were about him; Aaaxandri-
des who commanded the troops' was of a quits contrary
~chara®er, dark, fufpicions and diftraftful. © Prytauis the
fayourite of Ariftor had been educated at Athens, and
had given him{clf up to pleafure; having a grear deal of
fine wir, he had the fecret of making even his faults agree*-
able; Re knew how to fuit himfeif to allraftes, and toall
charaders; he was fober with: the Spartaas, pelite with
the Athenians, and learned with the Egyptians; he put
on‘all fhapes by turns, not to deceive (for he was not ill-
natured) but to gratify his prevailing paffion, which'was
the defire of pleaiing, and of beiag the idol of men; in a
word, he was a compound of whatever is molt agrecable
and irregular, Arilton loved him, and'yas entirely go- -
vernegd by him. This favourite led his mafter into all forts
- of voluptuonfnefs: the Spartanshegan to grow efferiinates;
“the King beftowed his favours without diftint on: or dif-
cernment.” Spal iR el e v
* Anaxandrides obferved a quite different condud,>but
- equally ruinous to the {tate ; as he knew not how to ciflin-
+ guith fincere and honelt hearts,, he believed all men"falfc{i.
) Ty i and:
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and that thofe who had the appearances of probity were
only greater hypocrites than the reft. He entertainea
mfpu:xons of the beflt officers of his arhy, and efpecially

of Leonidas, the principal and moft able of his generals; a

man of {tri& honour and diftinguithed bravery. . - Leonidas
loved virrue fincerely, but had not enough of it to bear
with the faults of other men; he defpifec them too nyuch,
-and was regardlefs both of thir praifes and favours; he
humeured neither princes nor their courtiers 5 his hatred of
Fice was fuch, thatit rendered his manners ﬁerce and rug-
oed, like hofe of the firl Spartans; he looked for perfec-
tion in every body, and- ashe never found it, he had no
uitimate friendfhip with any perfon; no body loved him,

~ but all efteemed and feared him; for he had all thofe vir-
" wes which make mien moft rcfpe&cd and moft avoided.
~ Anaxandrides grew weary of him.and banifhed bim; thus

. did this Prince weaken the fbrength of Spnrta, whllc Arif+

ton orrupted her manners,
*Qur enentics drew advantage cvery day from thr-{'c di-
vifions and diforders. Perceiving the misfortanes which

_ thréatned our country,” 1 wentto the young princes, and
- dpeke to them'in the following manner; my age, ‘my long

fervices, and the care I have taken of your education,
gpive me 2 right to tell you freely, that you both ruin your--

* Idlves by contrary faults; Ariftan expofed himfelf to be

often deceived by ﬂattcrmg favourites, and you, Apaxan-

diides, 'expofe yourfelf to the misfortune of never having

atrye friend..  To-treat men always with the ntmolt ri-
‘gour thcy dcfﬁrve, is brutality “and not juftice ; but on the
other hand to have {o' general a goodnefs, and fuch an ea-

 finefs of temper a¢ not to be able to punifh crimes with

firmnef, or to reward merit with diftinGion, isnota vir-

_tue bit a weakngefs, and is frequently attended with as bad
- confequences as feverity andill nature idelf. Asfor you,

Atiaxandrides, your diltruft dees more hurt to the {tate
than the too eafy goodnefs of Anifton.  Why do you en-
tertain a diffidence of men npon bare furmifes, vhen rhenr
talefits and capacities Jave rendered them neceffary to you 2
wherra prince lias ‘once hdhoured a minifter with his con-

fidence, fo. good rcafons,. bic oughtnever to withdraw it
without
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without manifelt proofs of perfidioufnefs. - Tt i5 impoffible
for him to do every thing him{elf,. and he muft therefore
have the courage to hazard fometimes the being deceived, -
rather than mifs the opportunites of adting; he fhould:
know how to: make a wife ufe of men, without blindly:
yielding himfclf up to. them like Anfton; there is 2 medium:
between an exeelive diffidence; and 2 blind confidence 3,
withent- this medium no govemment can long fubfift. Re-
flection and experience redified. by degrees the  faults of
Arifton, and he difmiffed Prytanis; -but the morofe tem-.
per of Anaxandrides could be corrected only-by misfor--
wnes; he was often defeated in hisvars with. the Tege-.
ans, and at length found the neceflity of recalling Leoni-
das. Our troops fince that time have been more fuccefs-
ful; we have recovered our prifoners. and obtained feveral
victories; but thefe: adwantages hiave made the Tegeans:
more jealous of ns, and we are become the obje& not on~ -
Iy of their hatred,. but of that of ali the Greeks.. ~

* Cyrus liftenedwith atfention to this account. given Liny
by Chilo, and then faid. to him, Jooking upea Arafpes::
The hiftory of your kings will-be an eternal leffon to.me,,
to avoid: two: faults very. common with princes.. . As for
the reft, T obferve that the republic of Spartais like a camp:.
always fubfifting, an:affernbly. of warriors always under:
arms; how great arefpeé foever: I haye for Lycurgus, I

- cannot admire this form of goverpment:  Yowaffurg me:

that your law-giver-in: conflituting fuchia republic had no:
other ‘defign but: to: preferve it in union and liberty ;. but:
would'a legiflator who has. only thelt pacific views banifhi
from a flate all ather profeflions except-thatof war:? would:
he enjoin that no:memberiof itfhould be bred to anyother . |
exercife, ftudy-or occupation, burt that of making himfclf”
dexterousin deftroying other men 2! Lycurgus has indeed: .
prohibited the ufe of money, commerce and fleets, burare:

-thefe neceflary to. the conquefls of Greece? I rather be~

lieve; that hemade theft prohibitions-only out of ROHCY,-
in order to conceal: from the neighbouring cities his ambi~
tious defigns, hinder the Spartans from becoming foft aadi
luxurious, and deprive them of the méans of dividing their.

B 3 Ligds s Bl e faxes
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forces by foreign and diftant wars (@). Your law-giver has
again departed both from nature and juftice; when he ac-
cuftomed each private citizen to frugality, he fhould have
raught the whole nation to confine her ambition. An able
politician ought to provide not only for the liberty of his
own {kite, but for the fafety of all the neghbouring ones.
To fet ourfelves loofe from the reft of nankind; to look
- upon ourfelves as made to conquer them, is to arm all na-
“tions again{t us. Why don’t you reform thefe unjuft ma-
~ims? why don’t you put an end to the war? why have
+ou ot recourfe to the fupreme council of the Amphictions
1o terminate your differences with the Tegeans? Thagyea-
{on, replied Chilo, is the obftinacy of the Tegeans; they
~_are {o enraged againft us, that they refufe to fubmit 1o
~the arbitration of that council; they breathe nothing but
deftraction ; they have engaged feveral cities of Pelo-
cftis in @ lcague againftus. The notion which is enter-
-~ aained of our deﬁgni_ng to conquer all Greeee, “has excited
shetiatred and diftraf of ourneighbours. Suchis the pre-
“fent ftate of Sparta.
* Not many days after this, the Eacedaemonians, having
‘advice that the Tegeans were adyancing towirds their
- frontiers, marched out of Sparta to give. them battle.
 Anaxandrides appeared at their head in his military habit,
“his cafque was adorned with three birds, of which thatin
iz gniddle was the creflt, upon his cairafs he bore the head
“of Medufa, all the infignia of the god Mars were repre-
“fented apon his fhield, which was an hexagon; and he
hield in his hand a flaff of command. - Cyrus marched by
his fide; hisbuckler refervbled that of Achilless upon his
_ cafque was an eagle, whofe plume and tail overfpread his
“thoulders ; ‘upon his cuirafs was engravesi in bas-relief the
goddefs Pallas wife and warlike, to exprefs the inclinations
of the Prince.  Arafpes and Leonidas lefs magnificently
. accourred accompanied the two princes; who thus left the.
city followed by the Lacedaemonian troops.  The whole
army formed into-a fquare battalion, a double rank of ca-
~varyinclofed a third rank of archers, which encompaffad
three inner ranks of pikerhen and flingers, and left an emuty -
LA - S B ; iU o liae

- (n)’Pulybig:-s is of this opinion, ‘
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fpace in the centre of the provifions, ammunition and bag-
yage. Al the foldiers marched to the found of flates,
and finging the hymn of Caltor. = The Spartan getferal,
krowing how fond the Prince of Perfia was of nforma-
tion, entertained himin the way. after the following man-
ner. s ; ;

Greece is dinided into feveral republics, each’of which
maintains an army in propertion to .its extent. . We do
not affe@ to bring prodigions armies into the field like the
Afiatics, but to bave well-difciplined troops;. numerous
bodies are difficalt to manage, and are too expenfive to a°
ftate; our invariable rule is to eacamp fo, that we may
never be obliged to fight againt our will; a {mall army
well practifed in war may, by entrenching itelf advanta- -
geoufly, obligea very numerous one to dilperfc its troops,
which would otherwife {foon be deftroyed for want of pro-
vilions. -~ VWhen the common caufe of Greeceiis to be de-
fended, all thefe feparate bodies unite, and then noftate
dare attack us. At Lacedaemon ali the citizens are fol-
diers ; in other republics, the dregs of the people arc not
adinitred  into the foldiery, but the belt men are chofen
out for the army, fuch as.are bold, robuft, in the flower
of their age,  aad inured to laborious occupatons;i the
qualities: required in their. leaders are birth, mtrepidity,
temperance and experience; they are obliged to pufs
through the moft rigid trials, before they can be ratfed to

-a command ; theymuft have given fignal proofs of all the
different forts of courage; by greatly enterprifing, exccut-
ing with vigour, and above allby fhewing themfeives faperior
to the molt adverfe fortune. By this means each republic
has always a regular militia, able officers, foldiers well dif-
ciplined and inured to fatigues. The Spartaus in time of
war abate fomewhat of the feverity of their exercifes and
_aulterity, of life; we are the only people in the world to

..whom war is a kind of repofe; we then enjoy all thofe
pleafures which are forbiddenws in time of peace.4Upon a
day of battle we difpofe our troops ia fuch a munner, that
they do not all fight at once like the Egyptians, _but

{ytceed and fapport one anothe: withiout confulion.  We

- mexer draw up our men in the fame manper as thecoemy,

3 . A R < ~ aud
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and we always i)lacc our braveft foldiers in the wings, that
they may extend themfelves and inclofe the oppofite army.

“When the enemy is routed, Lycurgus has required us to
exercife all a&s of clemency towards the vanquifhed, not
only out of humanity but policy ; for hereby we render our
enemies efs fierce. The hope of being well treated, if
they furrender their arms, prevents thei™ giving way to
that defperate fury which often proves fatal to the v Zori-
ous. :

While Leonidas was fpeaking, they arrived in the plain-
of Mantinea, where they difcavered the camp of the Te-
geans, which was covered on the one fide by a forreft,
and on all the other by a terrafs, with parapets, palifadoes
and. towers at certain diftances. Anaxandrides encamp-
ed on the banks of the river Furotas: Lconidas gave
erders, and immediately the foldiers hung théir cafques
on their pikes firuck in the ground, and felf to work with-
oatjputting off their cuiraffes.  Theriver made the camp
inacceffible on the one fide, the other three were furround--
ed by lines of circumvallation ; the waters of the Eurotas
quickly filled the ditches; pertable houfes were erected,.

-the different quarters of the officers _regularly difpofed,

the cavalry put under fhelter, a ‘moveable city was raifed
with four gates, feveral large fireets croffed one ancther,
irg had fikewife a communication by others that were
The river Eurotas ran Between the two camps, and:
was a fecurity agaiaft any. furprife: Leonidas took this
opportunity to fhew Cyrus the military exercife in ufe a-.
mong the Grecks, and made his troops often pafs 1in re-
view before the Prince : they were divided into divers bo-
dics of horfe and foot ; at their head were the Polemarchi,.
and the commanders of the feveral corps. The foldiers
were cloathed in red, that in the heat of adica the-
ﬁgbw blood m‘ight not terrify cither the wounded -
or their companions (4). Upon the Ieaft fignal of their-

- commanders,the different cohorts feparqtcd,'rgeni]nited, exe-
tndetf_ “themfelves, ionblgd, opened, clofed their ranks:

and fanged themfclves by Various evolutions and windings

B o e o Yok A R Y
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to perfet {quares, oblong fquztrcs, lozcngcs and trian-

gWlar figares. 4
The | Spartans waited [feveral d.s.ys in their camp to wke
advantage of the enemys motions. In the mean time

dwxhong arofe among the allies ; the wifelt of them defired

“peace, but the greater number were eagerly bent on war,
Cyrus,e micrﬂmdmo their -difpofitions, offered fo go in
perfon fo-the camp of the Tegeans, and fpeak with their
leaders. The King confented, and the young Prince
paffed the Euroras, and advanced to the confederates;
their chief officers affembled a.bout him, and he addrcﬂcd
them in the following manaer.

Peoplé of Greece, 1am a ftranger, the defire of know-
ing your laws, {ciences and military dxﬁ:xy]mc has engag-
ed me to travel among you. Your wit is every wherc
extolled, but I cannot admire your v wildom.  The Spar-
tans would b much in the wroag © make any attcmpt a-
pon HOME liberdes, but acither is it juft in you ro endea-
vour their deltru&ion.  They arc not afraid of war, they

love fatigues and dangers, and are prepared forall events 5
but they don’t refafe to grant you peace upon honourable

conditions. I underitand that you have in Greece a wile

couacil, whofe bafinefs it is to terminate the differences that - .

arifc between yourcitics. - Why have yoa not recourfe to

this council ! the matnal war you make uponcach other,

and your domethic jealoufies, will weaken you by degrees,

_“and you will fall a prey to fome conqueror emboldened
by. yeur divifiens.

All the old men Jooked ¢ upm one auother while he was
fpeaking, and fcemed to approve of what he faid ; their
g(_neral 0a the contrary, fearing left the Prince’s advice
thould be followed, murmured within hunﬁdf Chewasa
young impetaous hero, a martial fire iyarkkd in hi§ eyes,
he had a_{prighty, mafculine and captivating cloqucnce,
capableof infpuing courage into the moit timorous. Whea
Cyrus had done {peaking he raifed his voice and anfwered
him thas, . Whoever you are, O ftranger, you are unac-

. quatnted with the boundlefs ambition ofthe Spartans ; theic
tundamental conihtutwn tends to dewtroy all the neigh-

bouring ftatcs. Lycurgus ‘their law-giver laid the foun-
danons

-
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dations in Lacedacmon of an univerfal monarchy, and in-
fpired his countrymen with a deflire of domination, unaet
pretence that Greece canniot ruaintain her freedom and in-
dependency: while divided into {o many petty republics.
Ever fince that time the avaricious Spartans are greedy of
what they have not, while they refule taemfelves the en-
joyment of what they have : “When'the /' are weakened and
{:rought low," they moderate their ambitious defires 5 but
they have no fooner recovered their ftrength, than they
return to their old maxims; we can have no fecurity but
in their total deltra&ion. Scarce had he pronounced thefe
words, when a confufed murmur rofe among the foldiers,
the fire of difcord was kindled anew in their breafts, and
they all cried out, war, war, let the Spartans be deftroy-
Cyrus perceiving the fury ‘which apimated  them, and
 that they would no longer hearken to him, returned to
the camp of the Laceducmonians. . They mumediately
called a council of war, and it was refolved to attack the
‘enemy in their entrenchments.  Cyrus offéered to pafs the
~ miver at the head of a chofen body of cavalry, and this
being agreed to, he waited for night toput his defign in ex-
ecation; he paffed without any oppofition: and at break
“of day the mfantry followed him onrafts and buck-fkin
boats. The Tegeans taking the alarm left their camp and
. drew upin battalia.  The two armics advanced with their
- pikes ported, each phalanx i the clofelt order, buckler
* ftuck to buckler, helmet to helmet, man to man: the
battle began; the left wing of the Lacedacmonians com-
manded by Cyrus quickly broke the right wing of the
Pegeans; Arafpts purfued the fugitives warmly, and put
them ont of a condition to rally; they fled toa neigh-
bouring fortrgfs. -~ Cyrus returned with his troops to faf-
tain the center of the Spartan army which began_to give
way ; but while he was putting the enemy into diforder,
the right wing of the Spartans fled before the left of the
allies; Leonidas who commanded it gained an ¢riinence,
from which he cold difcover all that paffed; when he
v the happy fucce(s of Cyrus’s fkill and bravery, he cn-
-couraged his men;, rallied them and veturned to :cha{ﬁn:
S : 't o i the
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the encmy. The Tegeans; finding themfelves attack-

ed both in front and rear, difperfed and fled, and were

almolt all cut in pieces or taken prifoners: the. tew
that efcaped in the night took: refuge in the fame fortrefs

with the others. B ‘ v

"The battering =ngines and other machines, -which have
fince bzen ufed i a’tacking of towns, were not then known
to the Greeks ;- on thefe oceafions they difpofed their men
in a certain form which they called a. Tortoife (¢). The
next day Leonidas gave the word of command, the Spar-
tans drew up and marched to the fortrefs; .the: formoft

. ranks covered themielves with their fquare bucklers, the

reft raifed them over their heads, prefled them again{tonc

another, and then gradually bending formed a kind of
floping roof impenetrable to. arrows. A triple ftage of this
fort raifed the affailants tothe height of the walls.  The
befieged rained down a fhower of (fones and darts; but
in the end the befiegers :made themfelves mafters of the
fortrefs. Four thonfand Tegeans were flain mn the two

adions, and three thoufand taken prifoners. v

After the battle a new conncil of war was called. Le-
onidas by the King’s -order made encomiums upon Cyrus

w prefeace of all the commanders, and afcribed the vic-

tory to his conduét and courage.  All the foldiers fent

up fhouts of joy, and Jooked apon the Prince of Perfia as

a divine man fent by the gods to fave Sparta in her weak

and tottering condition. It was afterwards propofed in

the council to carry the Tegean prifoners to Lacedae-
mon, and to treat them like flaves, as they had done the

Spartans. - Cyrus then rofe up in the midft of the aflembly;:

a divine fire darted from his eyes, wildora defeended into

his heart, and he faid : you are going, in my opinion, to vio-

_ late one of the prii:éipal and wifeft Jaws of Lycurgus; he
has enjoincd you to treat the vangquithed with clemency ;
the right of conqueft even i a lawful war is the leaft of
all rights, and isnever jult but when it is made ufe
of to render the conquered happy. A conquerer who

. fecks only to-domineer, ought to be Jeemed an ufarper
upan the rights of nations, and an-enemy of mankind wha

o4 > W Ll et ts *
(¢) R invented b Actemon of Clazomene,
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fponsmrh their miferies to gratify his brutal and unnatural
Paﬂions. It is by reafon alone that man fhould fubd.e
. man; no one deferves to be a King but he who engages
. in thc toils of empire, and fubjets himfelf to the flavery
_of governing purely out of compaﬂ'xon to men incapable of
 governing themfelves.  Iftherefore you defire to become
. mafters of Greece, let it be only by ‘hawing yourfelvés
“more humane, and ‘more moderate than all the other ci-
ties. The reft of the Grecian flates, when they fee
“your wifdom, your courage, and your excellent laws,
will be eager to put themfelves under your protection, and
with emulation fue to be received as members of your re-
public. It is by this means thar you will fivecten all minds,
and captivate all hearts. Anaxandridesinfluenced by this
difcourfe granted peace, on condition that the Tegeans
thould for the future be tributary to Lacedacmon. He
detained the chief men among them as hoftages, and car-
ried them to Lacedaemon, where he granted them all the
privileges of citizens. '

Cyrus in his return to Sparta revolved in his mind all
that he had feen andheard, and formed great ideas relat-
ing to the art of war, which he refolved to improve one
- dayin Perfia.  After be had thoroughly ftudied the laws,

+ manners and military dlﬁ:!plmc of the Spartans, he left La-
“cedaemon to vifit the other republics ‘of Greece. Chilo
and Lecnidas conduéted him to the frontiers of their coun-

try, He fivore an etemal friendfhip to them, and promi-
fcd to be always.a faithful ally of their republic; and he
was troe to his word, for the Perfians had never any war
\vxth the Grecks in that conqueror’s time. « -

_ Cyrus rcﬁﬂvtcl before he left Peloponnefus, tovifit all

* its principal cities. * Fle went firft to Argos, then ro My-
“ cenae, afterwards to Sicyon, and at length fopt at Corinth,
“which was the moft fourifhing republic of Greece, after
thofe of Sparta and Athens. Ashe entered the fown, he
beheld with furprife all the people in mourning; feveral
players upon flutes marched at the head of = funcral pro-
“eefion, and increufed the public forrow by their plaintive
~ fGunds ¢ forty yourig girts bare-footed, their hair m{Ec\ cled,
“ad cloathcd in long ‘white rebes furrounded the bier, and

- _mclied
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melted into tears while they fung the praifes of the dead;
« little after followed the foldiers with a flow pace, a for-
rowtul air, their cyes upon the ground and their pikesre-
verfed 5 at their head marched a venerable old man; his
noble and military air, bis tall and majeftic flature, and the
bitter grief that-was painted upon his face, drew the atten-
“tion of Cyrus. Th= young Prince having afked bis name, un-
derftood thar it was King Periander, who was condudling.
his fon Lycophron to his tomb. ; o

Cyrus and Arafpes joined themfelves with the crowd,
which was going to 2 fortrefs called Acro-Corinthus ; it
was built upon the fammit.ofan highmouatain, from wheace
might be {een the Aegean and Ioniandcas; for which rea-
fon it was called The Eye of Grecce. . Being come to
the fortrefs, which was the burial place of the Kings, Pe-
riander firft of all poured wine, milk and honey upou the
body of his fon; -he then lighted with his own hands the
funerad pile, upon which had been poured incenfe, aro-
matics and odoriferous oils; he remaimed mute, immoyve-
able, and with his eyes drowned in tears, while the devour-
ing flanres coufumed the body; afrer having fprinkled the
yet {mouking afhes with perfumed liquors, he gathered
them together into a golden urn, and then making a fign
to the people that he was going to fpeak, he thus broke fi-
_ lence. ~ People of Corinth, the gods themftlyes have ta-
_ ken care to revenge you of my ufurpation, and to dcliver
you from flavery;- Lycophron is dead, woy whole race is
extin&, I will reign no longér; countrymen, refume your
rights and your libertics. - As foon as he had faid thefe
words, he ordered all the affembly to retire, cut off his
hair to denote his forrow, and fhut him‘elf up in the tomb
with his fon, Cyrus being extremely affected with this fight, -
was very defirous to learn the reafon ofir, and he reccived
the following account ; (¢) Connth was at fuft governed by
 Kings, but monarchy being abolifhed, Prytanes or anonal
magiltrates werecltablifhied in their place.  This popular
government continued for a whole age, and Corinth was
dzily increafing in wealth and fp&cgdo:, when Cypfelus, the
= L b e P
- (d)" See Herod, lib. 3. and Dioo, Laertins’s life of Perian-
1= o » ? od
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 Procles’s neachcry, and of his love for Mehfla'; he was -

.+ They all chree cﬁ:?ped and trhveﬂ'vng in the pight nmugh

- mieaps to confirm Periander in his fufpfrions, and tomiltc -
(him believe that Mclifa who whuld very foon be with
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mngs, he mhmmnly caufed her to be fhiit up ‘with' her

- fou Lycophron in a high tower, fituated upon the borders

of the fea.  Inthe meanwhile Perisinder was informed of

at the fame time affured, “that fhe had not only favoured

" the perfidious defigns of the tyrant, but that fhe anfivered

his paffion. THe King of Cornth liftened too readily to
thefe calumnies; pofeffed ‘with the rage of jealoufy he'
equipped a great ﬂcct and embarked for Coriath before
Procles could: put: Hidelfii pofture of defente. * He was

juft entering the port whena violent fhatm rofe amd difper-
fcd his fhips.. Meliffa kaew not the fentiments 'of Perian-
der, and was already blefling the gods for her aporoaching
dclwcrancc, when fhe faw part ofithe fleet penf‘l before
her eyes; the reft being driven on the coalt of Africa were

. there caft away; the only veffel chat! efcaped the fury of:

the tempeft, wasthat where Pertandervas on board.

-He returned to Corcyra, where he fell into a deep me-
lancholy 5 his courage had enabled him to bear up under
the lofs of his dominions,: but he could not fupport the:
thoughts of Mcliffa’'s imagined erime. He had loved her, |
and- her only; he funk under the weight of'his grief,
and his mind was dilturbed o a degree of diitraction.

“In the mean while Meliffa, who was il fhuc up in the
tower, Liclicved Périandet dead, and Wegt bitterly for bin
the infults of a barbarous
Prince,who could commit the greateft crimes without
horror.:  Whilc fhe was m}plonng th»c-he]p ofi thé gods,:
and conjuring them to prote& her innocence, the' perfon:
under whole charge Procles had left her, bei ny ’touchedl
with her mxsfcrtunes, informed her ghat Beting
ing, and offered to condudt her he

by-ways got in a few days aut of the territory of C rmt?x ;
but they wandered long upon the coaft of the Tonian
fore they could pafs aver to Corcyra.  Procles;m

rage and defpair ar the efcape of the 'Queen, ¢

hxm mendfd to ‘poifon him. Bhe- unfouuu;m. - King of
5 M2 o Co-
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the country, was ferved up: the moftdelicious wincs.were
poured into golden cups finely wrought, but, the A;henpn-‘
politenefs which feafoned the converfations Pifiltraws,
- was the principal dchcacy of the feaft. Dunng the regale,
the King entertained Cyras with a ocneral account of the
revolutions which had happened in the ftate in his tume; of
his exile, misfertanes and reftoration, after having becn
twice dethroned. He dexteroufly painted forth in the
moft odious colours all the diforders of a popular govern-
ment, that he might create an abhorrence of it. - He fea-
{oned hisdifc *ourfc with hiﬂoncal funarlu :md lgvely frokes
of wit, which dchghtcd all the affembly. ‘Thus Pififtratus
artfully made ufe of the charms of converfation, and of the
freedom ufual at banquets, to confirm his authority and
gain the good will of the Athenians. The fenators and
young men whe heard him, feemed to forget their nataral
avethon to monaxﬁ:hy Cyras by this example pereeived
with pleafare the empire which princes, by their amiable
qualitics, may gain over the hearts even of thofc who are
the greatelt eneniiesto their power. © -
Fhe next day Cyraus fignificd to Pififtratus, his impa-
: tience to be aequainted with, Solon, whofe reputation was
ipread-over all Afia, o This philofopher after bis t’rave?,
had refufed at firft to return to Athens, becaufe Pifiltratus
had got himfelf declared king; but having underftocd
with how much wifdom and moderation he governed, he
‘was reconciled tohim. The fage had chofen his’ habitar
tion upen Mars-Hill, where was heldthc famous council
of Arcopagus; near the tomb of the Amazons. Pififtratus
awould himfelf conduét the young Prince thither, and pre-
fent him to the Athenian law-giver. - olon, -though ina
very advanced ‘age, fill' preferved the remains of his
fprightly genius, that chearfuloefs and  thofe ‘beauties of
the mind which never grow old. ‘He embraced Cyrus with
-that affeéhonate tendernefs which'is natural to old’ men,
when young perfons feek their counfels and: mnvgﬁnm
in order ‘to Jearn wifdom. ' Piliftratus knowing thati the
‘Prince’s defign in vifiding Solon wes to inform hinrelf
:hemugh y-of the- a&theman»lasvs, regrecband left ar
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- That they might difceurfe with the greater liberty,-and:
more agreeably, the fageconducted him to the top of the-.
hill,~ where i they found a delightfu) verdure, and feated.
themfelves at the foot of a facrec oak. . From this place
they beheld the fertile plains and craggy mountains of At-
tica, which bounded the, view/on onc fids with an agree- *
able- mixture of every thing moft fmilirg and- wild in na-

 tare : on-the other ﬁdethc Saronic gulph widening by de~
grees, openeda profpe& of feveral iflands, which appear-
ed to float upon the:waves. At a greater diftance the rif-.
ing coalts of Argolis feemed to lofe themfelves in the clouds,
while the GreatSea, which: loeked as if it touched the-
{icies; terminated the view, and relieved the eye, weary
with furveying {o great a varicty of objes. - Below was.
the city of Athens,: which extended itfelf upon the decli--
vity of a hill; the numerous buildings rofe one above a=
nothery and thelr different flruGure thewed the different
ages of the republic; its firft fimplicity in the heroic ages,
and its rifing magnificence in the, time of - Solon: in one
partmight befeen temples awith facred groses, mpgnificent. -
palaces with gardens, and a greatnumber of fately houfes.
of @ regulat architeGture s in another-a great many towers;:
high walls and little wregular buildings, awhich difcovered.
the warlike and ruftic raite of ancient times: - the river Ilif~
fus' which flowed near the dity, and winded: through the
meadows, added a thonfand-natural beauties to thofe of
art. It was in this agreeable place that Cyras defired So-.
lon to give himian'accountiof thedlate of Greece, and: par-
ticularly «of Athens; and theiwile law-givcr, i
cariofity i the following manner. - «oi

Al the Greciar families are dcﬁrcndcd fram Hcllcn, for
of: Deuacalion; whofe three children ‘gave their names to:
the three matians of Greeks, the Aeoliansy Dorians and
Tonians:* - Thiefe: built themfelves fevaral. cities; and from.
thofe: ¢ities came Herenles, Thefeus; Minos, and:all thofe..
firlt beroes ro whom: divine - honours are paid,- in-order to. -

_fhew that virtue can be fully rewarded -only in heaven..
Egupt firft infpired d-> Greeks with a talte for arts and fei-
ences, ‘initiated them intc, her myflerigs, and gave them
both gods and la Grcece, being thus civilized, dorm-

g ‘- c;i

.
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ed herfelf by degrees into feveral republies. The fupreme
council of the Amphictions, compefed of the deputics of
the principal cities, united them all in' the fame view,
which was to prcfcrvc independence abroad, and uniomat
home. This excellent conduct kept them dlear of an un-
bridled licentioufacfs, and infpired them with the love of
a liberty regulazel by laws, but thefe pure maxims did
not always {ubfift: every thing degenerates among men'; -
wifdom and virtue have their vicifitades in the bedy poli-
tic, as health and ftrength bave in the pataral. - = =

. Amongft all thefe republics, Athens and Laccdacmon
are without comparifon the principal,  The charader of
Athens is wit, elegance, ‘politencfs, all the amiable and
focial virtues. That of the Spartans is fortitude, tempe-
rihee, military virtue, and reafon ftript of all ornament.
The Athentans love the {ciences and pleafures, their great
propenfity is to voluptuoufnefs. - “Fhe life of the Spartans
is laborious and fevere; all-their pafhions have a turn fo
ambition. From the diferent genius of thefe nations bave
proceeded the different forms and revolutions of their go- |
vernments. - Lycurgus fallowed the aufterity of bis nata-
ral temper, and confulted the favage fiercencfs of his fellow
Gitizens in his reformations at Lacedaenton: he confidercd
the happinefs of his country as placed in conqueit acd do-
minion ; and upon that plan formed all the laws of Sparta,
in which yon have been inftradted: it was impoflible for
me to imitate him, * Pt i '

- Athens in the begimning had kings, but they were fuch
onlyin name, and ot ablolute as at Lacedacmon. The
genius of the Athenians was fo different from that of the
Lacedaemonians, that it made regal pewer infupportable
tothem. The authority of their kings being almoft wholly
confined to the command of their asmies vanifhed 1 fime
of peace: we teckon ten from Cecrops to Thefens, and
feven from Thefeus to Codrus, who made a facrifice of
himfelf to the fafety of his country: his children, Medon
and Nileus, difputed for the throne. The Athenians took

_ this occafion to abolifh intirely the vsgal power, and de-

dlared Jupiter foleking of Athans; 4 fpecious pretest.to

favour rebellion, and to fhake off the yoke of all fettled
: 2 ‘ : autho-
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but a neceffary evil for preventing greater evils; and that
it cught only to be employed to reftrain mens paffions.:* I
reprefented to the people the mufchiefs they had fuffered
by giving themfelves up to their own fury : by this means
1 difpofed the one to commard with moderation, and the
~_other' ta obey with readinefs. S =
T caufed thofk to be punifhed feverc.y who taught, that
all mcn ate born equal, that merit only ought to regulate
ranks, and that the greatclt merit a man can haye 1s wit.
I made the Athesians fenfible of the fatal confequences of
fuch falfe maxims, Iproved to them that the nataral equa-
lity; which thofe men talked of; is a chimera founded up-
on the poetical fables of the companions of Cadmus and
the children of Deucalion; that there never was a time, in
which men rofe in that manner our of the earth, in a ftute
of peyfec manhood 3 that it was ridiculous to offer “the
fports of the imagination for principles; thiat ever fince the
golden age, the orderof generarion had made a neceffary
dependance and inequality among men; and laftly, that
- paternal authonty had been the firlt niodel of all govern-
_ments. T made a law by which every man who had given
- no other proof of his sood fenfe, than lively fallics of ima-
ination, Horid difcourfes, and the talent of talking upon
{ibjecs, without going to the bottom of any thing, was
red incapable of publick employments.
. Here Cyrus interrupted Solon, and faid to him: but®
after'all, methinks mentiswhat oaght to make the diftinc-
tion among men.- Wit is-the lowelt fort of merit, becaufe
- itisalways dangerous when alonc ;. but wifdom, vircue and
~ valour give a natural right to govern. :He alune ought to
muand has moft wifdom to difcover what is
t, moft virtue toadhere toit, and moft courage to put
- dtin cxecution, Merit, replicd Solon, effentially diftinguifhes .
. men, and ought folely to determine ranks: burignorance| |
and paffions often hinder us from difcerning it; felf-love
~ makes each man pretend to it; the moft deferving are -
the moft modcft, and never feck %o rule, Belides, that |
h appears to we virtue, is fometimes nothing but a de-
~czitful matkk. Diffutes,. difcord and illufion would be end-
lefs, if there was not {ome rule more fixed, certain and -

£ : palpable
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palpable than merit aléne, whereby to fettle ranks and de-
grees.  Thefe rasks are regulated in {fmall republics by e-
lection, and in great monarchies by birth. I confefsitis
an evil to grant dignities where there is no real merit, bur -
itis a neceflary evil, and this neceffity makes the difference

" between the nataral and . civil rightz the one is always

Y

conformable to thé moft perfe@ jultice, the other is often
unjalt “n the confequences, but is neceflary to prevent
confafion. B Ehi s : >

It was not fo () under the reign of Saturnj iv that
golden age God was the univerfal prince and common fa-
ther of all; hehimfelf ook care of the fultenance of men -
and governed them ; he was their guardian and fhepherd ;
there were then no magiftrates nor civil polity as now,

‘every one followed THE Law wHICH 18, and not that

WHICH HAS BEEN MADE. Under the reign of Jupiter,
the mafter of the univerfe having, as it were quitted the
reigns of his empire hid himfelfin an inacceflible retreat,
the foundations of the world were fhaken by motions con-
trary to its principle and its end, and it loft its bcuut}ia{i@
its luftre ; then 1t was that-good- and evil were mingled
together ; ‘ignorance and paflions made civil Jaws and civil
magiftrates neceffary ;- thefe laws are often imperfed, and
thefe magiftrates ave not always good 5 but we are obliged
to obferve the ore and fubmit to the other, left the world
{hould fall into perpetual anarchy, Al men are brethren
and cach man has a right to whatever he has need of 5 they
are children of the fame father,” and po-one fhould Jord it
over another; but if there were not laws eftablifhed to
fettle ranks and property among men, the avarice and am-
bition of the frongeft wouldinvade all: thefe laws are not -
always founded upon what is beft in itfelf, butupon what

- is leaft mifchievons to fociety. Such is the fource of almoft

_ all politicaleftablifhments. Aftrea muft retarn upon earth

before merit alone will determine the fortuncs of men; at
prefent we muft oftei;é ontent ourfelves with lefs equitable
decifions. Ranks and’ dignitics are, after all, but the fha-
dows of real grandeur. The external Tefpect which is paid

to them, is likewife but the fhaddws of that eftcem which

-

= Nz : ‘ be-

() Sce Difa,
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belongs to virtue alone. Is it not an inftance of great w iz
_domn the firft law-givers, to have preferved order in {oci®
- ety by efltablifhing fuch regulations, that thofe, who have
+ only the fhadow of virtue arc futisfied with the fhadow of
elteem?

1 undesftand you, fuid Cyrus, fovcmgmy and ranks are
neceflary evils to keep the paflions withe bounds. « The
lower forts fhould be content with meriting the ingernal
cfteem of men, by their pLun and modcft virtue; and the
great fhould be perfuaded that nothing bat outward ho-
mage ~will be paid them unlefs they have true merit. . By

_ this means the one fort will not be dejedted or repine at

their low L_Ondl[lOﬂ,_DQ!’ the other pnde themfelves in
their grandeur ; men will become fenfible that kings are
neceflary, and kings will not forget that they are men ;
cach man will keep him{cIf \wthm bis own f:phcle, and thc
order of fociety will not be diflurbed. T fee clearly the
beauty of this prmc.ple, and am ¥ery impaticut to know
“vour other laws. :

The fecond fGurce of th e miferics of Athens, faid So-
,V‘;,m wias the exceflive riches ofs fome, and the extreme
pGLCrty o otl;u‘S' this ternible inequality in a popular go-
_Yernment o ceafioned eternal difcord = T durlt not ATEIIpT
o, remedy |  fhis: mifchick by. cﬂabhfhmn a community of
goods asa € Sparta; the genias of the Athcnvans, which
earties the, M 0 lu‘mry ﬁnd pleafures, would never have
Auffered fy chan equality:z. bt mn order to diminifh cur
fevils 1 cap seclled all debiss T began by rcmmmn thole
which - ~Wwere duetome; 1 cmrdnc]_;fud Al my. ‘Ln ¢s, aod
ﬁn. ad any one for thc future to pludge his hbury for

" shat he boirowetl.: T never tafted fo muych pleafure as'in

»;'cj ving the miferable; I \ms {till rich, but I thought
Layfelf poor, becanfed had not cnough to dxﬁnbmc fome-
2ahing. to all the unfortunate ;- 1 eftablifhed at Ath(.ns this
-ufefal maxim that alf the mcmbms of the fan-.e common-
!M,JLII oughr to fecland compyflignate. the mxfcms of ene
another, (as [urtsof the fame body. =

- The third fourec ok cur c.\]amm(-s was the mulnpbc«ty

“or WSy W mph i S evident; a, tokén of the Corruption- of
aullate, s a diverliey of ).gdﬁg‘.‘lcaroi_’ the diftempers of
it % : 0 Eo=
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river age apply themfelves to'the ftudy of the laws, policy
and _hiftory ,  to leam the revolutions of empires, the
catifes of their rife; and the occafions of their fall; ina
word, to cvery thing which may contbitc to the know-
ledge of man and of men ().

The fifth and Jaft fource of our evilsvas an immoderate
foadnefs for pleafures; I knew that the “eniper of the A-
thentans required amufements and public thowss I was
fenfible that T could notfubdue thofe republican and un-
traftuble fonls, but by making cfe of their inclination to-
wards pleafure, to captivate and inftrué them. In thefc
public-fhows I caufed to be’ reprefented the fatal confe-
quencesof their difunion, and of all the vices prejudicial
to fociety; by this means multitudes of men aflembled in
the fame plice, were induced to fpend whole hours in
heariog ‘Iefions of a fublime morality; they would have

- b.ea difgufted with dry precepts and cold maxims; and
there was 10 way to intrudt, unite and corrett them, but

[ - under preterce of amufing them. Such were my laws and

 iaftitutions. -
L Tfee very well, fid Cyrus, that you have corfuked
 nature. more than Lycurgus has done; but on the other

-

bt to voluptuoufnefs, to endeavour the uniting

€ _ﬂf ‘men by-their tafte for pleaftres.. I could not, replicd
~ Sdlan, change the natrre of my ‘connuymen; my laws

fcd @angtmus in a republic, which has always

- are not perfelt, buc ave the beft which they conlditiesr:
2 ;1:3 '”'rg)"‘ “found in his Spartans a genius apt to all heroic

found in the Athenians a bert towards all the
ch make fen cfeminate. T will ventave to £ ay,

: -'ﬁfﬁ!’ﬂ:e’:lfws of Sparta by carrying ‘the virtues to an ex-

e ﬂhﬂic mmsfbtm them mtofauks- my laws, on the con-'

I thought,

. :

ey Pxﬁﬂ:ams cfkablifhed 2 Kind of academy for cu tivating all

the G fences, _and crefied a libfary containing z coll Etion of all the -
ancicht po:ta, phnlotbyhers asd hiftorians,

ave you not been too mdulgent to human weak- ..

°
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T thought, continued Sclon, to haye prevented or cured
e greatefl part of our evils by the eftablifhment of ghefe
Jaws, but the reftlefloefs of a people accultomed to licen-
tioufnefs occalioned me daily vexations : fome-blamed my
repulations, others pretended not to underftand them ;
fome were for mzkiug additions to them, others: for re-
wrenching them, © T perceived then how ufelefs the moft
excellent laws are without a fixed and ffable anthonity to
put them ia exeention.. How ushappy.is the lot of mor~
tals? by endeavousing to avoid the tenible evils of popu-
lar governmeat they run a tifque of falling intoflayery ; by
flying the incanveaicnces of regal power. they become ex~
pofed by degrees to anarchy. ~The path of juft policy is
bordered on both fides with precipices. T faw that as yee
1 hiad dore nothing. Lwent therefore to Pififtratus and faid
to him: yon fee all the endeavonrs I have ufed to cure the
diftempers of the flatc; my remedies are all ufelefs. for
wint of a phyfician to apply them. . This peopleisfo im~
patient under a,yoke, that they dread the cmapire. of fra-
fon itfelf; all fubjedtion to luws is infapportable toithem s

every one is for reforming them after bis own fathion; T

o am going,te»-abfant:r\}?\ﬁgifgﬁ;om my country, for ten yEus 5
I {hull avoid by that means the perplexisy and trouble to
i e

which Lamdaily expofed, of friling the fimplicity of my
laws by adding to them andmuliplying them: endeavous
to accaltom the Athenians to.them inmyabfence,sand fuf-
fer no.alteration.in. them.. refufed te-ageept the:

regal dignity svhich has been offered me; atruelegiflator:
ought .to be dilinterefted; -but for you, Pifillrards, -youx
millitary virtues quakfy yondor ac vemiment, and yournas -

taral himapity, will linder yon from. aBufing, youy anghos
rity 5 make the Athenians {uk i
{laves, and reftrain their.licen
their liberty ;. avoid the title of § o con
-with that of Archon. Havigg taken thisrefolag
to travel in Egypt and Afia.  Pififtratus, in my abftace, -
monated the throne notwithitanding the averfion of the
Athenizns to regal power; his add®( and his comoc
raifed him to it, and his mildne® and. moderation njaiRain
<him on it; he diltinguifhes hindfelf fropn his counsrym
‘ g

-
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ci iefly by 2n exa& fubmiflion to the laws; and his man-

“wer of life 1s plan, without pageantry and pomip. Befides;

the Athentans refpe& him as he is defcended from Ce-
crops, and becaufe he has only refumed the authority of
his anceftors for the good of his country.  As for me, I
izerd m; days here in folitude without neddling with the
government; I content myfelf with prefiding in the Areo-
pagus, and explaining my laws when any difpute arifes
zbout their meaning.  The Prince of Perfia faw cledr-
ly, by the dicourfe of Solon, the inconveniences of a
popular government, and that defpotic power in the multi-
tude is more infupportable than abfolute authority in a
fingle perfon. :

Cyrus having mftruéted himfelfin the laws of Solon and
the government of the Athenians, applicd himfelf after-
wards to learn their milfitary firength; it confifted clicfly
# theic fleets.  Pififtratus conduéted him to Phalcrus, a
mazitime town fituated at the mouth of the 1liffus; this -
was the ordinary place of retreat for the Athenian fhips;

* for the famous port Pyraccus was made afterwards by

"Themiftocles. They went down the river accompanied by
Arafpes and feveral Atheniansin a bark made on purpofe 5

{ while delightful mufic charmed the earand goverced the
~ motion of the oars, the Prince defired the King of Athens

to give him amore particalar account than he had done at
figlt of the various revolutions which had happencd under
bis reign. - Pifiltratus fatisfied his curiofity in the following

" manber:

© (&) You know that when I firft formed the defign of
making myfelf king, the ftate was rent in pieces by two
fagtions; Megacles was the head of one party, and Lycur-
gusled the other; Solon put an end to our divifions by his

~wife Jaws, and went foon aftcrinto Afia.  In his abfence

1 gained the hearts of the people, and by artifice and ad-
drefs obtained guards for my perfon; I made myfelf maf--

er of the fortrefs and was proclaimed king., 15 order to”

‘tngage mare thoroughly the good will of the people, I

. fignted any alliance With the princes of Greece, and mar-
- tied-Phya daughter of a*rich Athcnian of the Pacanean

S : tribe.
L. and Plut, Life of Sclon,

(&) Sce cho:i. Lib.
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tribe.  Love united with policy : befides - her farprifing
Bcauty, fhe had all the gualitics worthy of a throne, apd all
the virtues of @ noble ?o,ul;' I had loved berin my youth,
but ambition had diverted my. pafhion. ;

1 governed in peace for fome years, but at length the
" inconftancy of thg Athenians fignally fhewed it {clf ancw.
Lycurgus raifed g general munnuring again@t me, under
pretegee that 1 was exhaufting the public treafury to main-
tain ufclefs fleets ; he artfully {pread it abroad, that my
" only defign inangmenting onrnaval (trength, was to make
myfelf mafter of Greece, that 1 might afterwards iovade
the liberty of the Athenians; and he laid a plot to take a-
way my life; he communicated his defign to. Megadles,
who abhorred the treafon and gave me notice of it,. I
ook all poflibie precautions to aycid falling a victim to the
jealouly of Lycargus. -~ The traitor however found means
to raife an infurreétion, and the fary of the people grew to
fuch a heighr, ithat they fet fire to my palace inthe night
1 ran to the apartment of Phva, betit wisalready cosfum-
ed by the fiames, and I had but juft sime encugh to fave .
myfelf with my fon Hippias; J efcaped i the dark, and
fled to the iflind of Salamis, where I concealed myfulf
two whole years: I doubted not but that Phya had pei-
fhed in the Hames ; and. how great foever my ambition
- was, her death affeCted me.infiniicly more than the lofs of
my crown, ’ : :
During my exile the animofity of Megacles 2gainft Ly- |
curgus revived, and their differences shiew the city again
into the utmoft cenfulion : T gave Megaclesnotice of the con-
dition 1 was in, and the phce of my retreat; he fent a
propofal to me toreturn to. Athens,” #ud offered me his
daughter in marriage: In order to engage the Achenians
to come into our meafures, we bad recoprfe to religion,
and corrupted the priefts of Minerva ; Lleft the ifland of
- Salamis; Megacles came acd jomed me ata temple fome
farlongs from Athens; he was accompanied by feveral fe-
nators and a crowd of people ; facrifices were offered, and
the entrails of the vidtims examinedsyipon which the bigh-
priett declared in the name of“the goddefs, that hes ¢ity
« could not be happy but by my reltorgtion, whercupon I
o Tois was
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was crom)ed with folemnity. - The better to im;oﬁ up-
-on the people; Megacles clxofc out from among the young
pncﬁd{’cs, her who was of the moft majeftic 1tatu.c, and
armed her likethe dau;bhter of jupxter the wore the dread-
ful Aegis upon herbreaft, and held inher hand a fhining
lance, but her face was vailed : I feated myfelfwuh her
ina tnumphal chariot, and we were conduled to the city 3
tmmpctc.s and heralds went before, ard cried with alond.
voice, People of Athens. receive Pififtratus whom Minerya
refolving to honour above all other martals brings back to
you by her prieftefs (). The gates of the town were imme-
_ diately opened, and we went direcily to the fortrefs where
my marrage was to be celebrated ; the preftels llcgt down’
from: her charior, and taking mc by the hand, led
me iatp the innerapartment of the palace; as foon as'we
weie zlone fhe tock off her vail, and I perceived that it
- wasPhya; tmagime the tran{ports of my joy ;. my love and
my ambition were both crow-.ricd the fame day; fhe gave
me-a bref account of her clcaping the flames;: and .of her
« retiting to the temple of Miserva upon the report of my.
undodbred denth: :
- Megacles,- fecing all _his pro‘;e&s dxfconccrtcd by the
Q}en s-return, employed his thoughts to d@oﬂcfs me a-
- gaa; he perfuided-himfelf that 1 bad adled in_concerc
with Phya to. deceive him by falfe hopes: he foread 2
TAMOUT AT &thns that § had cormpted the Pontif, and had
abufcd religion zo impoft upon the people : they rofe  in
arms againft.ne a feyoadnme, and befieged. the fortrefs 5
Phya fecirg the cruel cxtremities to which I'was reduced,
and apprehending the effeds I might feel of the fury of 2
fuper(hnot.s and enraged muliitade, rcfolvcd toleaye me 3,
fhe thought herfclf obhgcd to facrifice her own happmefs
to that of her country, and ‘\f.acrra mr}-out doubt ip-)
fpired her 1o make this facrifice, . Se: great an example of -
generofiry filled me with admiratich, ov erwhelmed me with
forrow, and redoubled my loye. Megacles being | informed:
of Phya's flight, oﬁ'crtd«mc peace, upon condition that .
I would divorce the Yqueen and marry his daughter; byt
1 refolved o renounce my crowa, rathcr than be falfc to
- < Giggls: L RE
% O) Hcr;\d. Lb. z.
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gy daty and my love. The fiege was rencwed with more
wigoar than ever, and after along refitance I was obliged
to give way to the ftormy I'left Awica and made my ef=
cape into Euboea. ; 2 A

I wandered a great while in that country, till being dif=
- covered and perleputed by Megacles, T retired; into the
ifland of Naxos » I entered into the temple of Mincrva to
pay mw devoton to the proteérefs of Athens ; jultas T had
ended my prayer, I perceived an urn upon the altar, and °
going near it, I read this infeription 1 ¢ Here reft the athes
“of Phya, whofe love to Pififtratus and her country made
¢ hera willing vi¢hm to their happinefs.” This mournful
{pe&tacle renewed all my forrows, yet could I not tear my~
felfaway from that fatal place : T often went to the tem=
ple to bewail my misfortunes ; it was my only remaining
confolation in this lonely condition, in which I fuffered hun-
ger, thirlt, the inclemency of the feafons, and all forts of
mifery.  One day while I was plunged in the moft melan-
choly refle@ions and in a profound filence, I knew not
whether in a vifion or adivine dream, but the temple feem-
ed to fhake, and the top of it to open ; 1 beheld Minerva
in the air in the fame form as when fhe' came out of the
head of Jupiter, and I heard her pronounce thefe words
in a majeftic and threatening tone: ¢ It is thus the gods
< punifh thofe who abufe religion, by making it fubfer-
¢ vient to their ambitdon.” My foul was feized with a
facred horror; the prefence of the goddefs confeunded
_me, and laid open before my- eyes‘all ty crimes; I con-
tinaed a great while without fenfe or motion ; from that
- time my heart was changed ; I difcerned the true foarce
of all my misfortunes ; I detefted that Talfe policy which’
makes ufe of wiles, artifice and mean difimulation Ire- -
folved for the future to employ no methodssbut what were
noble, juft and magnanimous, and to make it my endea-
vour to render the Athenians happy, in cafe the gods
fhould be appeafed, and fhould fuffer me to re-afcend the
throne ; the gads' were appeafed, and delivered me from
my exile. My fon Hippias cngagedythe Argians and Ye-
veral cities of Greece to affitt me; I went and joined *him
<in Attica: I firft took Marathen and ghen adganced to-
3 . wards -
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“wards Athens; the Athenians came out of the city to give
me vattle ; 1 fent fome children on horfeback to them, to
affure them thatl did not come to invade their ibertics,
“bat to reflore the laws of Solon : this moderation remos-
ed their fears, they received me with acclamations of joy, | -
- and I afcended the throne a third time = My reign hasne- |
ver fince been ditturbed ;. but 1 underftaud that Megacles
who has retired to Corinth has engaged the Corinthians
to lend him afleet; and 1 am daily making preparations to
with{tind the invafion with swhich he threztens me. :
Pififtratus was in this manner difcourfing with Cyrus,
‘when they arrived at Phalerus ; the haven firetched itelf
in form of acrefient; great chains’ went from-one fide
to the other to be a bamier to the fhips, while feveral towers
at certain diftances ferved to defend the mole. - The two
_princes went up with Arafpes to a temple of Venus built
. upon the fumm t of mount Colias, from whence they dif-
eovered a flect under full fail, making towards Phalerus.
- Pififtratas prefently difcerned the Corinthian flag, and go-
- ingdownto the port went aboard his fleet, giving orders
o weigh anchor and meet the enemy. The wind changed
ona fudden and favoured Pififtratus ; the two flects came
up with ¢ach other, and were ranged in order of batde : _
a foreft of mafts fornied on ene fide threedines of a vaft
length, whillt a tripleliie of Athenian veflels; bernding into
the fignre ofa half-moon; prefented an oppofite forciiupon
the water; the heavy armed {oldiers were pofted upon the
decks, the bowmen and flingers at the prow and poop. The
trumpet gave the fignal to begin the attack ; the pallies on
_ both fides firlt drew back, thenadvanced and fruck againtt
each other with violence ; they pigreed and tore cach other
_with their iron beaks ; fome ftruck againft the prow, o-
thers againft the poop, and others agamil the fides, while
thofeveffels which were attacked prefented their oars to
break the violence of the fhock.  The two ficets mixed,
grappled and came to a clofe fight; here the Athenian fol-
~ diersflung themfeves from one {hip to ancther, there the
Corinthians threw t.idges to board the enemy. - . 7
" Cyrus followed Pififtratus every where, and by his cou-
rage fupplied his want of czperience iy this fort of fight~
; Giving
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Giving way to his ardor he would have thrown himfelf in-
to'one of the encmics thips, but fell into the fea : fevaral
arrows were fhot at him, but he plunged into the water,
fuved Limfelf by fs/lmming, and got on board an Athenian
gal lv, which Pififtratus fent to his afitance.  Afhamed of
lns want of dexeerity, he rsfolw.d to penth onep;ur his
misfortunc : he ordered the rowers to advance to the vef=
{el where \’Icg"tdt,s was' in pcrfon, be came up with i,
and with a flaming dact fet dive toiit; the Athenian rebel
endeavoured to cfr‘ape, but perithed in fire.  Pififtratus
and his captains followed the example of Cyrus; the wind
frefhened and blew bigh'; the flames mm,d with the
waves; the Corinthians threw themfelves into the water
to dlapc : the fea was fooncovered with men fwrnmmg
amid(t radders and rowers {tats: this fad fpeacle conti--
nued tifl the Corinthian fleet was quite difperfed by the
wind, or confumed by the flames.  After the adtion Cy-
TS Was 3 hon cemployed in faving the lives of thole who
were upos the point of perithing: then he returned into
the port, and fpent fome days at Phalerys to oufenc the
manner of DJ'H_lng ﬂnps,gnd 0 Ieam lhc Dames md. ufcs
of .11] dheir difrent patts, -
Whea Fififratas had given ‘11} the nPcaF fary ¢ orders for
paiving his galleys, he toak Cyroswith him_in a chanm

and 1 returped to Athens by a terrafs which rag_along the

banks of the river 1iffus, By the w ty he difcaur ithithe
Priace of rhc naval foree of the Athemans“ th fcbcmeq he
had laid to Augment ity the advmabcs which; m;ghche
drawn from it for the {ecurity of Greece agamf foreign o=
vaffons, and laffly of the uf ulnefs of commerce with re-
gard to the payy,  H: herto, faid he, the Athemms have
a;ppli:d their thoughts rather to gn ow rich than great, and
this has been the f)urCP of our luzury, hccrmoufncfs and,
popul lifcord ; where-ever a people carry on cammerce

Lonly to mcn:«f'c their wealth, the ffatc is no longer:a pub-

“of union but the defire of gai

lic, but a fuucty of mcnch;mts, ‘who have no. other bond
o e gencrous love of
thair country is no longer thought of when the public gadd
interferes wnh their private intertft, 1 have endeavoured
g prevent thele mifchicfs ;. our fhips fublift by theu‘ uade
in

-
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in ume of peace,and are of fervice in defending our coun
try i time of war; by this means commerce contributes. |
not only to enrich the fubject, but to augment the firength
of the ftate; the public good unites with the imercf_f‘ of
each private fubje&t, and trade does not in- the leaft di- -
moinifh military virtue. : b =
When Cyrus was returned to Athene, Pififtratus and-
Solon carired him to fee their dramatic entertaimnents, Viag-
nificent theatres, pompous decorations, and the nice rules
which have been fince obferved, were not then known.
Trapedy was notin that perfection to which it was brought
by opkocles, but iv anfwered all the views of policy for
which it had been intreduced. - The Greek poets; intheir
dramatic pieces, ufually reprefented the tyranny of Kings,~
in order to [trengthen the averfion of the Athenians to regal
government 5 but Pififtratus direéted the deliverance of
‘Andromeda to be acted. The poet has fcattered through-

" out his tragedy feveral ftrokes of panegyric, which were
the mor¢ ingenious, as they might be applied not .only” to
Perfens, but to Cyrus who was defecended from him. Af-
ter this entertainment Solon led the young Prince to his re-
treat on  Mars-hill to take 2 repalt there; it was more
frugal than that at the palace of Pififtratus, but not lefs a-
greeable, During this repaft Cyrus defired the wife old

_man to explain to him the politcal defign and principal

“parts of tragedy, which he did not yet underftand.

* “Sblon, who was: himfelf a poer, anfivered: the theatre
isa living piture of the virtues and paffions of men 3 imi-
tation' deceives the mind into a belief thar the objeds are

“ really prefent and not reprefented.  You have formerly
read out poet Homer, the drama is oply an abnidgement
of epic poefy 3 the one is an action recited, the other an
aftian reprefetted ; the one reconnts the fuceeflive triumphs *

~of virtue over vice and fortune, the other reprefents the

unforefeen mifchicfs caufed by the paflions ; the one may
abonnd with the marvellousand fupernatural, becaufe 1t

- trears of heroic exoloits, which the gods alone irfpire;

but in the other the ‘nataral muft be joined with the fir-
prifing, to fhew the genuine cffieds and play of buman paf-
~fions; the heaping of wouders upon wonders tranfports the
£ : : - mind
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mind beyond the limits of nature, but itonly excites admi-
ration ; o the contrary, by deferibing the effets of vircuc and
vice, both without us and within us, man 1s brought to fee
20d know himfelf, the heart is touched while the mind
is delighted and amufed. To reach the fublime the poct
muft be a philofopher : the moft beautiful flowers, graces,
and paintings only. pleafe the imagination withoutfatisfying
the heart or improving the under{tanding ; folid principles,
noble fentiments and various characters muft be difperfed
throughout, in order to difplay tous truth, virtue and na-
ture. Man muft be reprefented as he is and as he appears,
in his native colours and under his difguifes, that the pic-
ture may refemble the original, in which there is always
a contrait of virtaes and imperfections.  Atthe fame time
itis neceflary to conform to the weaknefs of munkind ; too
much moralizing tires, too much reafoning chills the mind ;
we muft tarn maximsinto action, convey noble fentiments
by a fiagle ftroke, and inftru& rather by the manners of
the hero than by his difcourfe.

Thefe arc the great rules founded upon human nature,
and the fprings which muft be put in motion to make plea-
fure ferviceable to inftrudion, T forefee that one day thefe
rules may be improved ; hitherto I have contented myfelf
vith making the theatre a {chool of philofophy for the young
Athenians, and ufeful to their education. It argucs an
ignorance of hunian nature to think of leading it to wifdom
at once by conftraint abd feverity : during the {prightlinefs
and firc of youth, there is no fixing the attention of the
mind but by amafingit ; thisage is ahways upon it’s guard

_again(t precepts, and therefore that they may be relifhed it
is neeeflary to difguife them under the form of pleafure. -

Cyrus admired the great deligns both political and mo-
ral of the theatre, and faw clearly at the fame time that the
principal rales of tragedy are not arbitrary, but taken from

naturc. He thought he conld not better fhew his thank-
fulaels to Solon for his inflradions, than by Jetting him
fee the impreffion they had made upon him. =T now per-
ceive, faid he, that the Egyptians arc much in the wrong
0 defpife the Grecks, and c{pecfrﬁly yon Atheniaris:
thiey look upon your graces, your delicacics, and your ifi-
; 0 * _ genious

9 -

&
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genious turns as frivolous thoughts, {uperfluous orna-
ments and childifh prettinefies, which denotes a puerility f
mimd and a weaknefs of genius, which will not fuffer you
to rife higher.  But I {ce that you haye a nicer tafte than
other nations, that you are better acquainted with human
nature, and know how to make pleafures inflrudive. The .
people cf other countrics are moftly ffe@ed with bold
flights, violznt tranfports, and bloody cataftrophes : it is
for want of fenfibility that we do not diftinguith like you |
the dificrent fhades of human thought and paffion ; we
are not acquainted with thofe foft and fiveet pleafures that
arife from dclicate fentiments.  Solon touched with the
politenefs of the Prince’s difcourde, could rot forbear em-
bracing him and faying : happy the nation that is govern-
ed by a Prince who travels over the carth and feas, to carry
back into his own conatry all the treafures of wifdom ! Cyrus
foon after prepared to leave Athens, and at parting made
the fame promife to Pifiltratus and Solon which he had made
to Chilo aod Leonidas, of being ever a faithful ally to
Greecet he embarked with Arafpes at the port of Pha-
leras in a Rhodian veffel which was bound for Crete.

The Prince’s defign in going thither was not only to
{tudy the laws of Minos, but likewife to fee Pythagoras,
who had ftopped there in his way to Croton: all the Faft-
cro Magi, whom that fage had feenin his travels, had fpo-
ken ofhim to the Prince with encomiums ; he was eftecm-
¢d the. greateft Philofopher of his age, and to underftand
beft of all men the ancient rcligion of Orpheus : his difpute”
with Apaximander the nataralift had filled all Greece with
bis fame, and divided all the learned ; Arafpes had been
informed of this matter by the philofophers of Athens,
and during the voyage gave Cyrus. the following account
ofiitlei o

Pythagoras, who was defcended from the ancient Kings
ofthe ifland of Samos, had been captivated with the charms
of wifdom from his tendereft years; he difcovered even -
from that time a fuperior genius and a fovereign tafte for
wuth, - Not finding at Sumos any Philofopher who could
fausty his cager thirtt-for knowledge, he left it at cighteen
yeass ‘of age o feck elfevhere what he ‘conld not meet

i 5 i with =
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with in his own country ; after having wravelled for fe-
veral years in Egypt and Afia, he retarned home fraught
with all the fciences of the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Gym-
nofophilts and Hebrews; the fublimity of his genius was
cqual to the extent of his learning; and the excellent qua-
lities of his hearr ‘urpafied both; his lively and fertile i-
magination did net hinder the jultnefs of his reafoning.
Anaximander had gone from his own country Milctus
to the ifland of Samos ; he had all the talents which can
be acquired by {tudy, but his underftanding was more fub-
tile than profound, his notions more glittering than folid,
and his deluding eloquence full of fophiftry : he was impt-
ous in the very bottomof hisfoal, yetaffeéed all the out-
ward appearances of an extravagant fuperflition’; he held
as divine traths all the fables of the poets, and ftuck to
the literal {cofe of their ailezories ; he adopted all the
vulgar opinions as principles, in ordcr to degrade religion,
and make it monftrous. ¢ .
Pythagoras loudly oppofed thefe mifchievous maxims,
and endcavoured to clear rcligion of thefc abfurd opinions
which dithonoured it. Anaximanderhad known Pythago-
ras from hisinfancy, he had inftru&ted him in all the fecrets
of nartural Philofophy, andhad loved him with the affec-
tion of a father; but after the young Samian returncd
from his travels, the Mileflan became jealous of his
talcats, and refolved to ruin him as an ingrate, who ufur-
ped upon his rights, obfcared his glory, and was like to
be the oracle of Greece; he covered himfelf with the
vail of 2 deep hypocrify, and accafed Pythageras of im-
picty; he fecredy made ufe of ail arts to incenfethe peo=—
le and alarm Polycrates, who then reigned at Samos ; he
addreffed himfelf to all the feéts of philofophcré, and to
the pricits of the different divinities, to perfuade them
that the Samian fage, by teaching the unity of one fole
principle, deftroyed the gods of Greece: the King el
teemed and loved Pythagoras, yert he fuffered himfelf to
be deceived by the artful reprefentations of Anaximander:
The Sage was banithed from court, ar<r obliged to quit his
coantry. Heleads at prefent a retired life in the ifland.of
Crete, and there (tudies wifdom without books or conver-
3 02 < = * {ation.
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faton. Having fearched deep into all the myfleries of
natyre, and difcerned thofe marks of an infinite wildoul
and power, with which every part of the univerfe abounds,
lic foars upon the wings of contemplation,zthat he may u-
bite himfelf to the Sovercign Truth, whofe imipreffions he
receives without the medium of words cor founds (@):
Thisinfpiration, asI am told, is nothing like that enthu-
fiafm which heats the mind and agitates the body; but
it gradually fills the noife of the fenfes and it}1ngir§‘ation,
impofes filence cn all vain reafonings, and brings the foul
0 an inward calm, that refembles the repofe of the gods
themlcives, whofe infinite activity does notin the leaft di-
minifh their perfect tranquillity. In this fublime ftate
_ Pythagoras praftifes all the human and focial virtues,
but it 1 with 2n ultimate regard to the gods, and in imita-
tion of their veracityand goodnefs; he is modeft, affable,

polite, delicate in all his fentiments, difinterefied in all,

his actions, fpeaks little, and never difplays bis talents but
ta infpire the love of virtue. This account of the Samian

Philofopher gave Cyrus a greater defiic to fce him, and to

fearn the particulars of his difpute. The wind continued
favourable, and the veflel in a few days made the iflard of
Creres : 2% > i

(a) See the notion of Simmias the Philof:pherin Platarch con-

cesning Soe ates's genius.

|
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YRUS ne fooner arrived in Crete, but lic went
{trait to Gnoflus, the capital of thatifland, famous
for the wonderful labyrinth made by Dedalus, and the
ftately temple of jupiter Olynipius. This god was there
reprefented without ears, to know that the fovereign Lord
of the univerfe has no need of bodily organs to hear the
complaints and prayers of men (). The temple ftood
within a large enclofure in the midft of a facred wood ;
the entrance into it was through a portico of twenty pil-
lars of Oriental granate: the gate was of brafs fincly car-
ved, and wasadorned on the fides with twe large figures,
the one reprefenting truth, the other juffice. The fa-
bric was an immenfe arch, which Iet in light only at the
top, inorder to hide from the eye all objects abroad ex-
cept the heavens., The infide was a periityle of porphyry
and Numidian marble: at certain diltances one from ano-
ther were feveral altars confecrated to the celeftial Gods,
with the {tatues of terreftrial divinities between the pillars 5
the dome was covered on the outfide with plates of filver, -
and adorned on the ifide with the images of heroes,
who had been deified for their merir. %
~ Cyrus entered this temple; the filence and majefty of
the place filled him with awe and refpe@ : he proftrated
Qi him-
~_ {a) Dlur. of Ifis and Ofuis,
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himfelf and adored the divinity prefent ; he had learnt
from Zoroafter that the Jupiter Olympius of the Greeks

wasthe fame with the Oromazes of the Perfians, and the.

Ofiris of the Egyptians. He then calt his eye over all
the wonders of art which beautified this place ; he was lefs |
ftruck with the richnefs and magnificence of the altars, than .|
with the noblenefs and expreflion of the ftatues : Ashe
‘had learnt the Greek Mythology, he coulu eafily diftinguifi
all the divinitics, and difcern the mylteries couclked in |
all the allegorical figures that were before him. What
drew his attention more efpecially, was to fee that cich
of the celeftial deities held in his hand a golden tablet;
upon thefe tablets were written the exalted ideas of Minos
in religion, and the feveral anfwers which the oracle had
given that law-giver, when he confulted them about the

nature of the Gods, and the worlhip they required.  ©
Upon the tablet of Jupiter Olympius were to be read -
thefe words : ¢ I give being, life, and motion to all crea~
¢ tures (4); no one can know me but he who fecks to re-

< femble me ().’ Upon that of Pallas: ¢ The Gods make
¢ themfelves known to the heart, and conceal themfelves
¢ from thofe who endeavour to comprehend them by the un-
< derftanding alone (4).” Upon that of the goddels Uraniaz
¢ The divicelaws are not chams to fetter us, but wings
* 1o raifc us to the bright Olympius (¢).” Upon that of the *f%
Pythian Apollo was this ancient oracle: ¢ The gods rake
‘_ lefs delight to dwell in heaven than in the foul of the
tjuft, which is their true temple ( £ )’. "While Cyras wa
meditating on the fublime fenfe of thefe infcriptions, a ve-
nerihltbld toi euterads the temple, pro(ffmed Timfelf |
before the ftatue of Harpocrates, and remained there a ~g
fong time in proféund filence. Cyrus fufpedted it to be Py-
thagoras, but durft not interrupt his devotion.  Pythago-
ras (for it was he) having paid his homage to the gods, -
rofe upand perceived the two ftrangers 3 he imagined, that =
in the air and micn of Cyrus he faw the fame marks which
Soloa -

$
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Solon had defcribed, when he gave him notice of the
young Prince’s intended voyage to Crete ; he accofted him
with a falutation, ‘and made himfelfknown. - =55

The Samian fage, that he might not difturb the filence
which ought to be obferved ina place dedicated to the a-
doration of the immertal Gods, led €yrus and Arafpesin~
to the facred wooil adjoining to the temple.  Cyrus then
faid to him: what I have feen upon the golden tablets:
gives me a high ‘notion of your religion ; I made hafte 1o
come  hither,” not ‘only to be inftrudted in the laws ot
Minos, but to learn from you the doétrine of Orpheus
about the golden age; I am told that it refembles that of
the Perfians concerning the empire of Oromazes, and that
of the Egyptians relating to the reign of Ofiris ; itisa plea~
fure to fee the traces of thofe great truths in all nations ;
vouchfafe to unfold to me your ancient traditions. -~ Solon,
replied Pythagoras, acquainted me with your defign of
cominginto this ifland ; T was geing to Croton, but I have
put off my voyage to have the pleafure of feeing a hero,
whofe birth and coaquells have been foretold by the ora-
cles of almoft all pations; I will conceal nothing from
you of the myfteries of wifdom, becaufe I know that you
will one day be the law-giver of Afia as well as it’s con~
queror. After this they fat down near aftatae of Minos in:
the facred wood, and the philofopher rehearfed to them alk
the Mythology of the firlt Greeks, making ufe of the poe-
tic {ile of Orpheus, which by its paintings and images ren-
dered fenfible the fublimeft traths.

(2) In the golden age the inhabitants of the earth lived
ina perfedt innocence = fuch as are the Elyfian fields for he-
roes, fuch was then the happy abode of men; the intem-~
perature of the air, and the war of thexlements were un-
known; the North winds were not yet come forth from
their deep grottos; the zephyrs only enlivencd all things
with their foft and gentle breezes; neither the fcorching

*heats of fummer, nor the feverities of winter were ever

fele; the fprung crowned with flowers, and the autumn

loaded with fruits reigned together; death, difeafes and

crimes durlt not approach thefc happy places.  The foul

. . wils
(g) See the Dife.
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was not then imprifoned in a grofs mortal body as it is
now; it was united to a luminous, heavenly, ctherea!
body (4), which ferved it as a vehicle to fly through the
air, rife to the ftars, and wander over all the regions of
immenfity. Sometimes thofe fir{t men repofing themfelves
in odoriferous groves, tafted all the pureft pleafures of
friendfhip; fometimes they fat at the tibles of the gods,
and were feafted with near and ambrofta; at other times
Jupiter, attended by all the Divinities, mounted his ving-
ed chariot, and conducted them above the heavens. The
poets have not celebrated, nor known that (7) H1IGHEST
PLACE; it was there that the fouls beheld truth, juftice
and wifdomin their fource ; it was there that with the eyes
of the pure {pirit they contemplated the firlt Effence, of
whofe brightnefs Jupiter and the other gods are but fo
many rays; there they were nourithed with beholding that
objed, till being no longer able to fupport its fplendor,
they defcended again to their ordinary abode. The dei-
tics at that time took a pleafure in converfing with meos.
the fhepherdefles were loved by the gods, and the god- |
defles did not difdain the love of fhepherds; the graces
accompanied them every where, and thefe graces were |
the virtues themfelves; but alas! this golden age was of |
no long duration. |
One day men negleed to follow Jupiter’s chariot, |
flayed in the filds of Hecate, got drunk with nedar, loft
their tafke for pure truth, and feparated the love of plea- |
fure from thelove of order. The fhepherdefles viewed
themfelves in fountnins, and became idolaters of their own
beauty; each had her thoughts wholly taken up about her-
{cIf; love forfook the earth, and together with him all
the coeleftial divir. ties difappeared : the Sylvan gods were
changed into Satyrs, the Napaeae into Bacchae, and the
Nayads into Syrens; the virtues and the graces were no |
longer the fame; and felf-love, the parent of all vices,
begot fenfuality, the fource of all miferies. = Nature was.
: quick-.

€5 The Pythagoreans and Platonifts, called this fubtile \'t"‘iclf-::,

ofthesﬁ,'ul, Tapa avys-Tec wpavioy, aibepuoy, Sze Cudwolth, [+78%
to p._850. -

() Tomo; vrepupavios. See DifC. b |
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quickly transformed in this lower fphere+ the fun had no
longer the fame force, nor the fame mildnefs, its light
was obfcured; our globe fell to ruius, the abyfs was open-
ed and overflowed; it was divided by feas into iflands and
continents; the fruitful hills became craggy rocks, and
the delightful val'zys frightful precipices: nothing remain-
ed but ruins of the old world drowned in the waters. The
wings of the foul were clipt; its fubule vehicle was bro-
keny and fpinits were thrown down into 1aortal bodies,
where they undergo divers tranfmigrations, tll they are
purged of their crimes by expiatory pains. () The ethe-
real body was contra&ed, imprifoned, and buried in a liv-
ing fepulchre, a coarfe covering, which is ever changing,
which does not continue one moment the fame, and is
fomething merely accidental to our fubftance: the immor-
tal feed, the incorruptible body, the fubtile vehicle is at
prefent the feat of the foul, and the channel of communi-
cation between the pure fpirit and the grofs body, the
hidden fpring of all the motions and operations of our
walking carcafs. -1t was thus that the iron age fucceeded
to the golden, and it will laft ten thoufand years; during
which time Saturn conceals himfclf in an inacceflible re-
treat; but in the end he will refume the reins of his em-=
pire, and reftore the univerfe to its original fplendor: all,
{ouls will thenbe re-united to their principle. This, con-
tinued Pythagoras, is theallegory by which Orpheus has
made us underftand the firft condition of man, and the.
mifery -into which he is fallen. Our mortal body is the
panifhment of our crimes, and the diforder of our heartis
an evident proof of our being degraded. :

1 perceive, faid Cyrus, that the principles of Zoroalter,, .
Hermes and Orpheus are the fame : their allegories abound
with the fublimeft truth; why then will your priefts re-
duce all to an outward worthip? they have fpaken to me,
of Jupiter only as of a law-giver, who promifes his nectar.
and ambrofia, not to folid virtues, butto the belief of cer-
tain opinions and the .obfervance of fome ceremonies which
are of no ufc cither to calighten the mind, or to purify the
heart. The corruptionand avarice of the priefts, replied

,Py-
(7) See Difc.
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Pythagoras, is the fource of all thefe mifchicfs. The mi-
nifters of the gods, who were eftablithed at firft to make
men good, turn the prieft-hood into a vile trade; they
mind only the outward fhew of religion. The vulgar, not
underftanding the myfterious meaning of the facred rites,
fallinto a grofs fuperftition, while the bold wits give them-
felves up to impicty.  Some defpife even the pureft anti-
quity; others deny the neceflity of an outward werfhip ;-
others arraign the eternal wifdom, becaufe of the evils
and crimes which happen here below.  Anaximander and
his audacious fchool actually fpread abroad at this time
throughout all Greece, that God and Nature are the fame
thing. Every one forms a fyftem after his own fathion,
without refpecting the do@rine of the ancients. :
* When Cyrus heard him name Anaximander, he faid to-
him, 1 have been informed of the caufe of your difgrace’
and exile; and have a great defire to know the particalars
of your difpute with that Milefan philofopher; tell me in
what manner you combated this do&trine. It may help very
much to preferve me from thofe dangerous maxims. I have
already feen at Ecbatan feveral magi who talked the fame
language with Anaximander: the errors of the human
mind are pretty near the fame in all countries and i alt
times.  The particulars of that difpute, anfivered Pytha-
goras, will be long, but I fhall not affet to fhorten them
Jeft 1 fhould become obfcure. Upon my return to Samos,
continued the Philofopher, aftermy long travels, T found
that Anaximander, who wasnow advanced in years, had
fpread every where his impious doétrine: The young peo-
ple hadimbraced it ; the love of novelty, the inclination
to flatrer their paffions, the vanity of thinking themfelves
wifer than other men, had blinded their unde:{tandings and
drawn them into thefe errors. In order to remedy thefe
mifchiefs, I atcacked the principles of the Milefian; he
made me be cited before a tribunal of Pontifs in the temple
of Apollo, where the king and all the people of the city
were aflembled ; he beganby reprefenting my doctrine un~
der the moft odious form, he gave falfe and malicious turns
to my words, and cadeavoured to make me fulpected ;Af
< e
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the impiety of which he himfelf was guilty: I then rofe
up and fpoke i the following manner., ;
O King! image of the great Jupiter, priefts of Apollo !
and you citizens of Samos ! hearken to me and judge of
my innocence ; I have travelled among all the different
nations of the univ-ife to leara wifdom, which is only to be
foundin the tradition of the ancients ; I have difcovered, that
fram the origin of thingsmen adored but on fole eternal prin-
ciple ; wnatallthe gods of Greece are but different names to
exprefs theattributes of the deity,or the properties of nature,
which is the imageofhim.  All that we can conceiveof the
{upreme Effcnce prefentsitfelf to the mind under the three
forms of goodnehs, wifdom and power ; the fovereign good,
the principle of all beings, the intelligence which defigned
the plan, of the world, and the energy which executed it.
The Onentals call thefe three forms () OromazEs,
AMythra and Mythras; the Egypuians Ofris, Ifis and
Orus ; the Thracians Uranus, Uraniaand Love; the Ty-
nians Belus, Venus and Thammuz; the Grecks Fupiter,
DMiperva and Apollo. Sometimes we reprefent thefe
three forms of the Divinity by the principal partsof nature,
as the fun, the moon and the earth, and we call them Phze-
buus, Phocbe and Pan ; at other times by the elements of
five, air and water, and we fhile them Vaulcar, Funo, and
Neptune ;- one while by that prolific virtue which produces
wine, corn and fruits, and theyare called Baectus, Ceres
and Fertumnus; often by the juflice they cxercife in
the infemnal regions, and they bear the names of Pluts,
Proferpine and Minos: Moreover the firft form of the
Divinity is reprefented by his eternity as he is the moft an-
cient of all beings, and we call it Coclus, Chronas and Sa-
turz : the fecond form by his fecundity as containing the
feeds of all things, and we fileit Riea, Fefiaand Gybele :
the third form by the authonty he exerdifes in the
government of the world, and we call it ars as the arbiter
of war, Mercury as the ambafiador of the fupreme God,
Hercules as a hero who purges the earth of monfters.
Thus we cxprefs the three attributes of the Deity which
comprehend the totalicy of his nature b the original fa-"
: ; ther
-~ (a) See Dife. :
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ther the author ofall beings, ‘the immortalivirgin the mos
ther of nature, and the fon of Jupiter thie emanation from
thefe two principles. ‘()-All thefe namesineverthele{sde~
note but oné and the fame potver which:drew-all bemgs vis:
fible and invifible out ofnothing 5 butmankindhave confouns
ded the work with the-artificer; theimuge svith the origis
nal, the fhadow with the fubftance; they have forgotten
the ancient docrine; they have loft the meaning of oural~
legories, and ftopt at the ottward fymbols without enters |
ing into the fpirit of them 2! this is the fource of thefe num- |
berlefs errors which prevail atprefent throughout all Greece,
degrade religion, and render-it contempuble. « Morcover L
find that itis a ftedfaft maxim in' all pationsy thatmenare
not what they were in the golden age, that they are des |
bafed and degraded, and that veligion is: the only means: |
to reftore the foul to its original grandeur,  to makejher
‘wings grow again, andto raife her to the ethereal regions:
from whesce fhe is fallen. - 1tis neceffary, firft to; became
nian by elvil and focial virtues; and then to: refemble the
gods: by that-love ‘of the ‘Sstereign Beautysi Ordaroand
Perfeciion, which imakes us love virtue tfor itfelfithis |
1s the only worfhip worthy of the Immortals, and thi
allmy do&rine. it ws vk T
- Anaximander then rofe up in the midft of the affernbly,
his-age,! talénts and reputation gainedhim a blent anduni=
verfal attention,  Pytbagores; fuid he,. deftroys religion’
by hisrdfinementsi§-his love -of orderiisa chimenay leru
confult nature, lec us fearchiintol alkithe: fecrerirécedles «
man’s heare, lev us interrogate men of all nations, 3¢ ihatk
find that felf-love is the fource of all our:adions,,all o
paflions, andeven all our virtues 3 Pythageras lofes himfelf
in_ his abftract reafonings ;I keep to! fimplei "r)_atggz,_g‘ano(} 4

there T find my principles: the  feeling and fepcintent of
all hearts autliovifes my do@rines and: this kind ofproof |
the fhortelt and mofk convineing. .} “ia! »f daudw i 6
Anaximander, anfivered 1, {ubflitutes irregular, paflions
in the room of noble fentiments; he always reprelen
what men' ordinarily do, as the flandard of what th
_onghtto do; but me weaknefs of nature blinded and cnfcfb‘ :
ed

" (r) See Dile.

|
5
|
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led by the paflions is not the rule of nature enlightened
and fortified by the fovereign reafon; he affirms boldly,
but he proves nothing ; thisis not my method ; my proofs
are thefe, they feem to me clear and folid.. The fovereign
will of the great Jupiter ought to be the umverfal rule of
our will; he love. all beings more or lefs, in proportion
to their refemblance with him; itis the degree of this re-
femblance ‘which conftitutes the beauty, truth and good-
ncfs of each intelligence. The father of gods and men
leves himfelf as the {overeign good, and all otlier beings
as his emanations ; and this fhould be ourrule: fclf-love,
to be regular, muft be the effe@ and not the caufe of our
love for the fupreme good ; the love of the Zufuitely Grear
fhould be the ground of our love for the Zufinitely Little;
the love of the original, the motive of our love for the
pi@ures.  This is the cternal law, the immutable order,
and the love of the fovereign beauty.

Anaximander interrupted me with a difdainful fmile
and anfwered; Pythagoras impofes upon you by words
without meaning, by abitractedideas that are of no ufe in
focial life, by chimeras hatched in the empty brain of idle
fophifts who cxhauft themfelves in vain fpeculations; what
is this eternal law? this order conformable toic? thislove
of the fovercign beauty with which he continually dazzles
our eyes? lethim explain himfclf clearly, and all his finc-
{pun notions will vanifh into fmoke.

(¢) The law, replied I, is the intelligence which pro-
duced all things, the fovereign reafon of the great Jupiter,
the divine Minerva who inceffanty fprings from his head.
The order conformable to this law is founded upon the
different degrees of reality which the All-nroducing Spirit
has given to his works, theimmutable relations and cffen-
tial differences which are between them.  The love con-
formable 1o this order is to prefer that whichis more per-
fect to that which s lefs fo, not only in all kinds but in the
feveral fpecies and individuals (#). Laflly, the fovercign
beauty has no perfe& fimifitude with any thing we behold
an carth, or in the heavens ; whatcver=liG is beandiful is

TER P SRR only

(¢) See Hicrocleson the golden verfes cf Pythag. p. 14.

~ (4) See Plat, felt. ed. Steph. p. 21z, ° .
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only fo By 'a"participation ‘of ‘its-beauty 5 ali other beauties
hdy increafe, decay, ‘change, or pcnﬂn, butshisis (bl the
fime “in ‘all imes and in all places; itis:by-contemplating
the' different’ degrecs of trantient; variable and finite beau-
ty, and by carrymg “our’ thoughts béyond rtheém alk;»that
we at lepgth reach to that fupreme beauty whichis fimple; -
pure, udiform, immutable, without colour, “figure or hu-
‘man qua]mcs Anaximander’ preténds this doétrine is-a
“chimerical idea,” and‘a vain tefinement whichhas no influ-
énée in focial Tife, but all“the philofophers and legiflators
have ‘thought otherwife ;' Hermes; Orphetsiand: Minos
atd fr ‘down'as'a fundamental principle; that-a man maft
prefer the public good to his private mteréft fremethe fole
Tove of goodnefs, jufticeand perfections it was fo thisor-
“dér’ that Codrus thought himfclf bound to facrifice’not on- -
Jy “his’' crown bat his life; ‘his view in ‘conforming-to- this
~order Wwas not to render Himfelf happy, “on the-centrary he
‘beheved it his duty to devote” himfelf to- deathyrandsito
m.\kemo account of himfelf becaufe the 1ove: of ofdelréx-
“a&ted it.* 1f we can Jove nothing but with! referenct to
“vhrfelves, each member of fociety will come by degrees
"0 cdnl;dcr himfelf as ‘an independent being made for him-
{elf: " there will be no reafon to facrifice private intercit to
pubiic gﬂﬂg “hoblé’ fentiments dnd- heroic virtues will be
* deftroyed + ok 18 thisall, -every concealed crime will foon
“bc “authdrfed ;. i Yirte be not amiable for:jtfelf; cach
(} vill forfeke it when he can hide’ ‘himfeif from the
e)es fthe - ‘publis, “Hie will commirall crimes-without re-
‘morfe When terelt ‘carrids him to it; and he s not with-
held by fear; and thus is ‘alfo fociery-diffolved ; whether
therefore - you cenfrder mrtgmn or pohcj, beth confplrc to
Erove my doélrmt To
Here Anagi n(fcranfwcrcd Pydwgorﬁi is maoqnamt- :
p.c o thie natare of the foul; the defire ‘of dappinefs'con-
i tés the effence of thie willy plealhreiuhe great law
~ both of ‘thertal 2nd imimortal ﬁammsr*ltsama&wrfﬁmexs
*irrefitible, aad it is'the only moving fpring of man’s heare;
the fight of perfchon ads n}mu us only by the: Ek-ar ng
!cnﬁxmmwauﬁs mus.®
Ve ahwags Thove withy pleafnrc, anfwcrcd 1, but.we do

ROt

]
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not ahways Jove forthe fake of pleafurc. ., As As_the delighe
whicli accompanies thcp-;ccpnon of trath is 1 thc Jeas
fon siry weacquiclee i truth| fo.the, pleature: wlnch .ac-
companics' theivieiwiof order is not) the, reafon why: we love

¥ 3u€bce.., /Thit which ' dctermmesythc pm‘c.';& of the: wxll

~ bothvin the oniesand the other cafe, is the perception of the

" immutable: ncl:mons; and' flential diferences between be-

ings 3, to" know thefe: relations, and. thefe differences is
“Frath;: toad according 1o thefe relations and dlﬁlgcnccs
is: Virtuc. L n3We may: foilow _)uﬂxcc for the good it pro-
TUres us;s bm ave cannet dove it but for, ufcl;\, WP‘ ooly,

forthe fake of which we love, being properl jrthﬂ ph;f& of
our love(e). | As the moft usjult of all menwoald be he,
who; “while-he committed all forts of crimes, {houhi pais

“for ijuit, and b enjoy: the: honoars of virtue and the. pleq-

{ures iof vice ; fo-the perfe&ly jult man wmld be he who
fhould: love juftice for itfef, and not for the honours and

-picafures which accompany it who fhould pufs for un Ju{t

whilebbe practiféd the | molt eu&gu(’mcc who. fhould not

<fuffer-himfelf to be moved: by-ignominy, difirefs, or the
‘nwitcruel fafferings;~but fhould condnue {tedfill 0 the

phil6fophers 'themfelves arrive to. it bug by

-knfman of piezifum reir

Jightsotoscomterbalance in. us the, wcxgh
pleafures:: She allures usi by a. fiveet {mile,

loveof }quCt’, not becaufe it is' dehgkttul bar becaufe it
is jufte-Itis thas thaethe gods do geod frtm the ppre love
'of good ;- the foal is'an image of their ﬁ:b'kmq.,, confe-
quently fhe mayimitate them, and Jove yirtuc: for SHEI

5+ 9gRR6F 35 8 the

* Bver fince: the ifon; nge begem, men ate fo bﬁmfcd that
they do not¢amprehend, this- i;:bl;.ne fove

thie perception of truth ma;{ aé) as ﬁyom

wifdom,-in:parifying. the heart, accommo&&resk herfelf to
the weaknels of our diffempered and 1mperfeﬁ natare ( £).
‘Thedivine Themis/inebriates us at firlt with heavenly de-

by hcr lmksall cl)&rm;ng, tranfports us: By the ammb1~
5 SHIR End it m:tbs

(e) See Plat Rep Tib. 2. p. 36, "." : :
“(f) Sce Plotinus, Pfellus, Jamblichus, Porphyry, and tf\& M-

_ tonifts of the third century, wien they ﬁ:exk of the p\mﬂcanon of

he foul.
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truths (he prefents to the mind ;. we then adhere to virtue
for the fake of thofe fivects that accompany it: bat in pro-
portion as the foul withdraws: frany, outward ebjets, her
love becomes more exalted, more delicate-and. more ge-
nerous ;. fhe enters deeply.into. herfelf, - concentres all her
powers, and reuresiato her piritualnaiure ;. fhe fees all’
- the windings and turnings of the heart. fhe difcovers all
the enormitics of ber {elf-love, which made her refer all
her yirtges to herfclf, and pracife them only out of vanity,
thatthe might become the idol of men by an vfurpation vp-
on therights of the gods; fhe fuffers inexprefiible pains to
* cxpiatg thefc fecret iniquitics; fhe at fength gets out of
heifelf, vifes. above hedclf, feparates and difengages ‘her-
{cIf from ¢very thing, that fhe may be united to the im-
mutable Beauty, and behold him with'that cye with which
o alone he can be feen; then itis that fhe brings forth not
the thadows of virtue, but the viitues themfclyes, fhebe-
comes immortal and the friend of God (g). .Such is-the
immutable law of Themis, the human virtucs are agquired
with pleafure, bus deification. only by fufferings, and by
being fiript of every thing that is mortal and terrellriakin
s, It was thus, that Hercules found exquifite pleafures in
his twelve labours, and in all the.exploits of an heroic vir-
tue; dut he was not deified till he had paffed through the

purifying flames of Fhemis, which your, poets have repre-

fented by thofe of his. funeral-pile on mount Oeta. They
confumed the poifoned robe of the Centaur, of the mon-

-~ fter Typhon, and, of the evil principle, -which that fon of
Jupiter had put-on to give us an example of perfet virtue ;
in the midft of the devouring fames he rejoiced at the de-
ftru@ion of all that he had received from his mother Alc-
mene; the fight of the immutable order fo ravifhed and
wanfported him out of himfelf, that he could not give a
thought to hi¢own happinefs. . "~ 0" 7 ;

Here Anaximander cried out with fury, Py agoras is

- ignorant of the hiflory of the gods, he.fays we muft re-
femble them, they fwim in delights above, and defeend
upon earth only to pleafe themfelves with the terreftial
goddefles; Jupiter-himfelfis an inftance of it; to imitate

S : them
% <g) Plaww’s feaft, p. 213, &
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152 THE TRAVELS
are but an.ingenious allegory to reprefent the pure comimu-
nicagions of the gods with mortals fince theironage. Your
philofophers always deferibe virtue to us asa divine energy
defcending from heaven, they continually {peak of guardian
deities, who infpire, enlightenand firengthen us, tothew
that heroic virtues can proceed  fromthesgods alone; but -
thofe pocts who feek only to pleafe and to flrike the imagi-
nation by heaping wonders upon ‘wonders,: have disfigured
your mythology by their fiions. - 5y ;
Here Anaximander cried out.again with :an air of zeal
and enthnfiafm 3 ' Will you fuffer,; © Samians, your religion
20 be thus deltroyed, by turning its myfteries into allego-
ries, blafpheming againlt the facred: books of your: pocts,
and denying the moft undoubted fadts of tradition ? Pyrha-
goras: overthrows: your altars, your temples and your
pricithood, that he may lead you to impiety, under pre=
tence of deftroying fuperftition.. A confufed murmur im-
mediately arofc in the affembly; they were divided in their
fentiments; the greatelt part of the priclts called me im-
piaus, and aa cnemy of religion.. Perceiving then the decp
difimulation of  Anaximander, and the blind zeal of the
people who were deluded by fophiftry, it was impoffible
for me to contain myfelf, and raifing my voice Ifid:
O King,  prielts and Samians, hearken to me for the luft
aime. I wouldnotat firft lay openthe myfteries of Ana-
ximander’s. monftrous fyfem; ner endeavour in 2 public
affembly to render his perfon odiots as he has luboured to
do mine; hitherto I have refpected his grey hairs, but
now that I fec the pit of deftruction into which he feeks to
hurry you, I can no longer be fileat without being falfe
20 the gods and o my country. Apaximander feems to
you to be zealous for religion, but in reality he endeavours
to deftroy it.  Hear what his principles are, which he
eaches in fecrdt to thofe who will liften whim.  There
13 nothing in the univerfe but matter and motion; in the
fruitful bofom of an infinite matter every thing is produced
‘by an eternal revolution of forms; the deftruction of fome
is the birth of others; the different ranging of the atoms
is what alone makes the different forts of minds, but all
is diffipated and plunged again into the fame abyfs after
. = 9’ © death. =
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death.  According 1o Anaximander; that which is‘now
ftoné, woods ‘metal; may:be diflolved ‘and 'transformed
not onlymmto water,! aivand/pureflame; but-intoirational
{pirit; . aceording vo him:our own idle fears haveidug the
infernal pity and our:owm fcared imagination is the fource

- of thofe faniouy rivers which flow iin' gloomy Tartarus;
our fuperftition thas- peopled ‘the coeleftial regions with
gods and demi-gods, ‘and it is'our vanity which nrikes us
imagine that we fhall one dayidrink netar withothen; ac-
cording to. him goodnefs and>malice; wvirte ana’vice; juf~
tice;and injuftiee, ‘are but namesiwhich fwe give'torthings
as:they - pleafe or difpleafe ius;* men. are bom vicious or
virtuous, -as {bygers are-born fierce, - andilambdanild ; -all
is_the efedt of an invincible fatality; and weithink that we
choofc only becaufe: the fivectncfs of pleafure hides the
force -which. irrefiftibly draws ws. ‘This,: O Samians, is
the dreadful precipice to which he would-dead iyou.

.. While: T-was {peaking,  the: gods declared themfelves.
Reforethe difpute:the high prieftof Dedphos had been con-
fulsedsdboot my-doéirine ; chis decifiopsrare ahways agrec-
ablc to theswill of the: great Apollos:thefanfwer he fent to
the priefts of Samos. was! this; ¢ You accufe Pythagoras of
¢ erring/throughaan excefs of love for the {upreme Beauty,
and I accufe yowof crfing through a: want of friendfhip

for your fellow-citizens the Gediwhom 1 ferve equally
abhors thofe who!afpire nortothe pleafures of Olympus,

. and thofe who.defire thém ooly-torgtatify their paflions ;

‘mortals have; oftén need torthink o f nectar and ambrofia,

in order torejedt the enchanting cup of Circe which trans=

. forms men. into-hogs} ! but when' the Goddefs Minerva
defcends into heroes, they perform noble aions from
noble metives; pure: pleafures accompany them, glory
environs them, immortality follows them, but virtae is

. alofic theirobjed.] Scarce had they read: this anfiver of

the pontify nvhera divinevoice feemed to.come from the
innernyoft part of the temple, and to fay, < (#) The gods
¢ do good for the fole love of good, you cannot honour
< them worthily but by refembling them.” The priefts and
the multitude, who were more. ftrick with the prodigy
’ : ; than

L TSNP N T NN

5 (i) See Hier, Adr, Carm.:' A e



134 THE TRAVELS
than they had been with the truth, changed their fent:-
mets and declared in my favour. Anaximander perceived
it, and imagining that I had corrupted jztl\l_e\ pqntif:s: in order
to delude the people, hid himfelf under anew'kind of hy-
pocrify, and fuid to the affembly, The Oracle has fpoken
and Imult be filent: 1 believe, but I am rot yet cenlighten-
ed; my heart is touched, but my undciftanding is not
convinced ; T defire to difcourfe with Pythagoras in pri-
vate, and to beinftructed by his reafonings. Bing moved
and foftened with Anaximander’s feeming fincerity, T em-
braced him. with tears of joy in the prefence of the King
and the pontifs, and conductcd him to my own houfe.
"The impious wretch, imagining that it was impoflible for
aman of fenfe not to think as he did, belicved that T af-
fe@ted this zeal for religion only to throw a mift before the
eyes of the people and pain their fuffrages.  YWe were no
fooner, alone' than he changed his ffile and faid to me:.
‘The difpute between us is reduced to this queftion;
whether the eternal nature ats with wifdom or defign, or
takes all {orts of forms by a blind neceffity : let us not
dazzle oureyes with vulgar prejudices; a philofopher can-
not believe but when he 1s forced to it by a complete evi-
dence; I reafon only upon what T fee, and I fee nothing
in. all natare bat an immenfe matter and an infinite activity ;
this adtive matter is eternal; now an infinite adtive force
muft, in an eternal duration,, of neceflity give all forts of
forms to an immenfe matter; it has had other forms than
what we fee at prefent, and it will take new ones; cvery
thing has changed, and docs chanpe, and will change,
and this is fufficient for the produstion not only of this
world, but of numberlefs yorlds invifible to us.
What you offer, replied I, is nothing but {ophiftry in-
ftead of proofy . You fce nothing in all nature, fay you,
but an infinitc adtivity and an immenfe matter; Tallow it
but does it follow from thence, that the iafinite adtivity
isa property of matter? marter is eternal (add you) and it
may be fo, becaufe the infinite force which is always afting
may have always prbduced it; but do you conclude from
therce thatitis the only &xifting fubltance ? I fhall agree
afo that an all-powerful, adtive force may in an eternal _
3 du-
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daration give all forts of forms to an immenfe matter; but
15 this a proof that that force ads by a blind neceflity and
without defign ? though I thould admit yoar principles, I
_mult deny your confecquences, which feem to me abfolutely
falle. My reafons are thefe: :

"The idea whizh we have of matter docs not include that
of active force ; matter does not ceafe to be matter when
in perfeét reft: it cannot reftore motion to itelf when it
“has loftit; from whence I conclude that itis not active of
itfelf, and confequently that infinite force is not one of its
propertics, Further, T perceive inmyfelfand mfeveral be-
ings with which T am encompaffed, a reafuning principle
which feels, thinks, compares, and judges: Motion only
changes the fituation or figure of bodies ; now it is abfurd
to fuppofe that matter without thought and fenfation can
become fenfible and intelligent merely by fhifting its place,
or changing its figure; thereis no connexion berween
thele ideas; T allow that the quicknefs of our fcofutions
depends often upon the motion of the humours inthe body,
and this proves that fpirit and body may be united, bat
by no means that they arc the fame; and from the whele
1 conclude, that there is in natare another fubftance be-
fides matter, and confequently that there may be a fove-
reign intelle& much fuperior to mine, to yours, and to
thofe of all other men.  In order to know whether there
be fuch an intelle&, I fally out of myfelf, T run over all
the wonders of the uaivérfe, I obferve the conftaricy and re-
_gularity of its laws, the fruitfuloefs and variety of its pro-
dutions, the coanexion and fuitablenefs of its parts, the
conformation of animals, the {tru&ure of plants, the or-
der of the elements, and the revolations of the heavenly
bodies: I cannot doubt but that all is the effect of art, con-
trivance and a fupreme wifdom. T then draw a vail over
all the beings with which T am incompailed; I confider
_them only as phantoms, mere appearances and illufions; I
fhut my eyes, 1{top my ears, I return again into myfelf, to
confider that reafoning principle which T have already
proved not to be material, which might fubfift though all
bodies were annihilated, and whichi ‘hews me all obje&ts
without prefenting itfelf to my view. Since there cannot
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be an eternal fucceffion of cffe@s Without 2 cauft, it fol-
lows neceffarily that he who made this intelligent principl ¢
muft be himfelf intelligent; henceT' conclude that'the /-
finite Farce which you acknowlédge to be'in natare'is a So-
vereign Intelligince. ~ When' T thus retirn into myfelf, T
“again perceive the great Jipiter whom you would hide from *
my eyes; I find myfelf dc prefent alone with'him, he is
fufficient to me, he contitually aéls upon'me, helis the
canfe of all my fenfations and of all my thoughts ; ‘he can
‘reprefent numberlefs worlds tome, though there were no-
thing inall pature but he and T." Earth, air ‘and heaven,
planets and ftars, univerfal nature, T behold youno more;
vain fhadows, imperfe@ images, disfigared pictures, you
are vanithed away, I perceive nothing but your original
and your caufe, 1 am fwallowed up, 1 lofe myfelf in_ his
bofom, ‘and T need only feel my own being to be convin-
ced of his. : : ?

I remember, faid Cyrus, that Zoroafter laid open to ‘me
all thefe truths : a foperficial view of the wonders of the uni-
verfe mightleave the mind in fome uncertainty, but when we
defcend ‘to particulars, when we enter into the fanétuary
of nature, and ftudy its fecrets, laws and effe@s to' the
bottom, .when we are well acquainted with ourfelves, and
‘compare what we feel within us with what we fce without
us, it is impoflible any longer to hefitate; T do not fee
how Anaximander could refift the force of your arguments.

He anfwered me, Your reafoning is planfible, but has
no folidity i it; you always fhun the main queftion by
the dextrous agility of your mind. I agree with you, that
there cannot be an eternal fucceflion of cffeéts without a
(&) firft caufe ; this would be an infinite chain hanging u-
pon nothing, animmenfe weight without a fupport; I like-
wife allow: that the idea of matter does not include that of
achive force, as the idea of a&ive force doesuot include that
of wifdom; becaufe the different attributes of one and the
fame effence may be {eparately conceived. Laflly, I

AT 1 gFant
(k) Spinoza never Sippod an eternal fucceflion of [ficond
caufcs without a firft. He confutes thatopinicn by Mr. Wollafton’s
argument, which is the fams that Anaximander ofes bere.  See
Spin. Epift z9.
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grant that bedics do not beeome intelligent by changing
of place and figure; but you afcribe to matter propertics
which it has not : matter and extenfion are the fame thing
(£); now.you know that extenlion has neither colour, nor
{mell, nor tafte; and I add, thatit has neitherfixed bounds, -
nor diftinéparts, aor real . motions:. all thefe qualitics are
but ideas (#2), or perceptions of the foul, caufed by the acti-
on of theimmenfe (#)extenfion, which fhews itfelf fucce/hive- |
ly to us under different forms 2 this principle beinglaid down, *
my real doctrine is this. \We caonot banith from our minds
the ideas, of etemity, immenfity and infisity, -they every
where piefent themfelves to us;3-we can explain nothing
without -them j thefe three propertics are therefore the -
attributes of fome eternal, immenfe and (o) abfolutely infi-
nite being ; - there can be no. other (p) fubtance but his,
itis one and itis all ;-it is the umverfal being, and it is both
(7) extended and intellectuzl ; wharmakes the (r) diver-
fity of beings is not any real diftinétion of fubftance, but the:
difference of form ;. the (/) eternal nature ads continually
within ifelf; by itfelf, and npon itfelf,: according to the
whole extent of itsinfinite power, andthercby. neceffarily
produces all forts of forms; this boundlefs (2) power is
pot reflirained by ‘thofc ‘rales which are called wifdom,:
goodnefs and jultice, for thefe belong to finite beings, and
by no means to the infinite.  Let me fee you attack this
fyftem with folid reafons, without fecking to dazzle my
— eycs

. (l) Defcartes. {m) Dr. Berkley.  (n) F. Malebranche.
. (o) Spineza fays exorefly the fame things, Deus cit ens abfolute

jufinitum. (p) Practer Deum nuila dari neque concipi potelt
fubftantia. (g) Cogitatio eft attributum Dei, five Deus el s

cogitans. ~ Extenfio et -attributum Dei, five Deus eft ros extenfa. -
“Subflantia cogitanset fubftantia extenfa una cademque ¢ll fubftantia,
guac jam {ub hoc jam fib illo attributo conelpizur: — :
(r) Res particulares nihil {nt nifi Dei attribotorum modi.
[ Ex veceffitate natorac divinae infinita infimiiis modis fequi de-
bent. Deus eft cmnium rerum caufa immancis, nion yero mnﬁu:x,
"(2) Intelle&tus, voluntas, amor ad modos Déi five entia p'—n:tic‘u-_:
Yaria pertinent, non ad fubftantiam aeternam et infinitam.  Vid.
Spin. Eih. Part 1.Def. 6. Prop. 8, 13, 14,18, 35, 31. ¢ Part a.
Prop. 1, 2, 7, 10. £t Scholia, : BT T
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eyes with metaphors, allegories and the loofe dcelammions.
of an, erator. s $ijts hnisdh s Wi
1 anfwered 3 if you only maintained; that all effences;
are but different forms of the divine ' eflence,  that-our:
fouls are portions of the foul of the world, and our:bodics
parts of his immenfe extenfion, you would wot be an nlhe.iﬂ,._ .
but youwould hold abfurdities withmany other (&) philo-..
fophers who have a fincere abhorrence of all impiety.
They fuppofe as you do that there s in all nature but one
fubftance, that the whole univerfe is an emanation from
the divine eflence, or an expanfion of it; but they belicve
that thereiis an infinite {pirit who prefides over all {pirits, a..
{overeign wifdom that governs the world, a fupreme good:
nefs that loves allit's produdtions ; they neverimagined as |
you do, that the one only fubftance a&s without intelli-~
gence or juflice, without knowing or having any regard,,
to the immutable relations and effential differences between |
beings ; your atheifm lies there: and what proof do you;
offer for your opinion? in order to dcmon,ﬂ.ratc, and cons,
vince, is it enough to heap propofition npon propofition,.
take for granted, and affirm boldly ? 3 oa e
He replied with an haughty aflurance, my whole fyflem
turns. upon this fingle (/) principle, that there is. bat one
only fubftance in nature, this being demonftrated, all the
rcft follews by neceffary and . upavoidable ;confeguence.
Now this great principle I prove: thus; when the Eternal.
Being produccs new. fubftances, he pives them fomething or.
nothing; if he gives them nothing, he will never produce
any thing, if he gives them a part of his own cflence, he
does not produce a new fubftance, but a new form ;. this
is demonftration:_provided the unity of fubftance be not
deftroyed, itis indifferent to me how it iscalled, whether
foul or body, fpirit or matter, intelligent or intelligible
extenfion (¢). * R SR
(@) Tt was the opinion of the Stoicks, of fome of-the difciples:

of Orpheus, and of the ancient Pantheifts, and is held by fome cf
the modern Chincfe. See Difec. : i
(b) All Spinoza's book, his definitions, axioms, propefitions, co- :
rollaries and [cholia tend to prove thiis principle or fAow from it ; this
ence deftroyed, all this fyftem falls to the pround. . :
() This is the ufe.which the Spinozifts have made of the f lems <
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When the great Jupiter, “faid ¥, creates; He ddcs not
draw a beingout of nothing, as out ofa fubject which con=
tains Tt fomervenlity; neither does hedivide lis ‘effiénce’to
mizke ‘a'feparate/fubflance of 'it,” but he makes'fomething
exift which' did nbtexiftbeforet now to make adubftarce
exift which was notbefore, has fothing it it more inconceis
vable than to ma¥¢ a form exift Which was'notbefore ; fince
inbotkeifed there'is’ iﬂéﬁ'r'?edf{?‘ produced, and whatever
difficalties thetc'arc in coneeiving the paffage fiom non-ex-
iftence to beiag; they are 95 puzzling in'the one as'in the
other +*you Cadniot deny ‘a"ereating (7 ) enérgy without de-
niying ' foF the' fame reafon“alf 4&ive fotcel * Thus 'yolr
eternal nitare is'reduced to a formlefs mafs,” orto an in-
fiakre fpace'witdiout a&ion and power, astwell as without’
wiffont and ‘aoodnefs. Wheré will you'findd"an aétive dei-
fy to reduce that chaos to order, ‘or to fill thit imnenfe
{pace : but' I'will ‘refforé you, out of compiiffion; that ac-
tive pririciple'and that moving force, which'yol'hiave need
of to fornt yodr world; 1 will fuppofe, icontrary to all
veafon and ‘evidence, thit your ‘cteindl natire «&@s as ne-
ceffarily asit exifts, you Will'gain nothing by this iconcef-
fion, you will only plin ie vourfelf into a new abyfs of con-
tradictions more abfurd re frightful than the firft,
You cannot deny that there are ‘in nature beings who fuf-
fer, and others that do not fuffer, intelligences ‘that are
ignorant, and others who have knowle 5 fome who de-
ny, others who ‘affirm, and other ﬁg'ﬂ(iub"t“ﬁf the fame
; Er R ¢ 40 2 il

a

_ muintained by Defartes, Malebranche, 2nd Dr. B:rk'&y, contrary
to tle intention 6f ticle- three Phitofophiers. - The firlt fays, that
matter and extenfion are the fame thing 5 the ficond afirms, that
the iminediate ohj:& of our feiftiors is auintelligible, eternal,
immutable, infinite extenfion; the third efileavouss to prove, that.
there is no fich thing as body, that all is fpirit. Malcbranche
thinks that Dafcartes does not extend his prirciylc far enough ; and
Berldey aceufes "Malebranche of opping too foon : the Spinozidls
pretend to reconcile all ‘three by admitting butioue only fub--
flance: it muft ‘neifertly:_clg_{'s'hgg_llgg@J that thers is an effential dif-
ference between thefe tl ree philofophers ard Spinoza, fince they
teach that there is a real c}i[}jn&io‘n‘ between the infinite eflence
and crested effence. et g : e 5
© (d) Plato calls it Yoomrixy Stvapts. See Cifer  ~ -
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things;: intelligences who love and hate, the, fame. objects,
and; who often change their thoughts {ennmauta and PaL;
fionsznow isit conecivable that the fame, unnqnt@hig:; m-
menle, infinite fubftance fhould be at the fame time, knoy=
ing andignorant, happy and unhappy, & fricnd and jap enes
my. of its own nature 2 Does this. monﬁrous aﬂ‘cmblwcr :
of. variable, bounded, (fanta['nc.ll aud jarring farn, fquarc
with the attributes you afcribe to the eternal natare ¢ You
may weaken your underftanding by, too much refining, yop
may exhauft yourfelf by fpinping a thin wcb, of . fophxﬁps;
you may wrap yourfelf upin'thefe cob-webs,, a,nd endeayour
to entangle light fluttering minds in them; but I defy you
o confider, attentively the. coufuquenccs of your fyftem
withoutthorror and fhame ; what motive is it that ceuld in-
dace you to prefer.the fy&cm ofa bliad nature to that, of
a.wife intelligence 2. Do butaftend to firlk prmcxplcs, mékﬁ
uét. of that accuracy. in which you formerly excelled, ;and
you will find that the infinite being, which, yowaduug ¢+
qually with me, is not univerfal bcmﬂ but. 2 qux_,g) ﬁly
diftin& from all others 5 that he has. produced neyy ﬁl
fances as-well as new forms ; that he knows himfcif _nd
all his pioductions ;. that he loves himfelf cﬁ‘cntmll;, and
all other beings in. proportion to the: degrees of realzey 1
bas;comsmuynicated. toithem ; that he is by conﬁ.que
pr«:gngly @p\verful, ,wlﬁ. and good that it is abf
eonceive what s only power, fodom and goodnc
:j;;gfpmg pf lcpgth ‘breadth and Ih;Ckncfs 3 thar
i extenfion of parts, as he
every thmg wnt!m ﬁmwiﬁon of thouohts, tha

begngs exift- wwhhxm, and lnﬂ'ly, :hat yanab’e and Qr.ntc
hrinos e pof dxﬂ'ercn: erms of his ﬁzb&a.ncc, bu' frx:(, tfj

..mﬁmpﬁ bmngv; g:‘.efcﬂnd from the.
dromthelaltto the firft, and you wxu,ifcc t theyiare all
ofithéem neceflarily ancd.to%mer ey cry ﬂcg you take you
~willdifcern new rays of lig .1( which, when they are all unit-
. - ; Cd 7
L)
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cd;*form' ‘2’ coh1p}et'e C\*xdencc I challenge ydn to fhe\v
m: whu‘mt PAIS A cy

e He! aﬂ'ayed o fgeak :md !hncc ‘lus pcrplcxed
mlr‘d endeavoiired in ¥ain' to rally its confufed ideas's
Tenigth“he' ‘colfclted all” the’ powers ‘of his' undcrdmdmg,
and “anfvered ‘me*thus : the univerfe’is’ full of defeqts
md”nccs,' hafen cvery where beings that are’ unhappy,
and’ wicked$ nbw I cabnov eonceive how fufferings and
ciftes “can” bcmn o fublifk under thie’ empire of a- being
fupréntely good, ‘wift and: pbWerﬁd ¢ il e be wifkelie muft
B‘l’vc foreféen' them,” e be’ posverfulhe might higver Hin=

déred them, and’if*he be good hié'would h e preveited
thEH e e 5 R A munifclt 4" contradiéion i
your fyfterhds” in mine; ‘you muft 'deny thar there are
crimes’ and miferies ‘in the' univerfc; or thatthere is a fove-
rcmnwafdo’m‘ard goddnefsthut governsit ytake yourchoice,

How, fgered: I, “wilk you deny’ Kiase: ‘you fee ‘clear-
Iy becanle you'do not fee further 2 The fmalleft fight in-
d‘lces Gs'to believe fbat'the greateﬁ obfcumv ‘is'not 4 fuffi=
aidrt reafon for ‘denying s+ in'this dawn of buman' life die
hights' of the undeeflanding are too Teintto thew e tivsh
with 2 perfelt evidence ; we only ‘get aglimple of ithy a
chance ray, which Rimied v eandaliag s 3 but it isnot fuch
a broud day-light as difpels all ebfen mity.  Youdeny a
c;eatmtr power becaufeyou domat ‘conecive’ How it oper
you' rqe‘t aneternal wifdom' becasfe you! me
its condeéts’ yeu' refifeto at-
gobdrefs ‘becaufe you'do not: com-
“how evvi can’ ﬁfb‘iﬂ undsrt it’s’ gofex‘nmé:nt. “Q
Anakifa nder ! ds - this rca.ﬁxmrg*‘ ‘A thing'is not becaufe
von‘dc notfee it 2All your difficulties ars reducedito this,
“You do me’ mjnﬁrce, rephed the Wretched ‘old man,

hing, but T doubt oF Cverry vhmg, be-
¢ fe g ‘cettuin, nothing but what isiwrapt up
in'darknefs ; “4nd this obfeurity reduces mé'to the nectility
QF ﬂu&uaﬁng for ever'in a {eaof uncertainties 3 theres
no fuch! thmg as demonftration (a). - it doesmt follow
that athmg is truc hecaufe itdppears 10 3 A mmd whmlms

: e G A Gl “de-

(a) See Dilc. - = -

b A
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deccived often, may be deceived always;and this poflibility
is alone fafficient " to make me doubt of ievery thing.
Such' is' the nature of our undéritanding, replied T,
that we cannot “refufe’ to do homage “to’truth whenitis
clearly difcerned, we are forced to acqaiefce; we aré’no
longer free to doubt: now this’impoflitility’ of doubting -
s whar* men call convidtion, evidence, demonitration:
the mind of man can go no farther. .’fhis light: fhrikes -
with equal force upon all ‘minds,: it has an irrefiltible
‘power over Scythians and' Indians, Greeks and - Barbarians,
ofs and ' men; and it can thereforé be nothiag ' clie bue
4'tay of that eternal wifdom which enlightens allintelli-
gences.’ This light is the laft tribunal for trying our'ideas,
we cannot appeal from it without ceafing 1o be reafonable.
Yo doubt contrary to all reafon is extravagance; to
pretend to doubt when the evidence makes -doubting
mmpollible is adding infincerity to folly. ' See to' what a
dilemma you are reduced by too much refining’s obferve
the inconltancy of your mind and the iaconfiltency of yotiz
reafoning 3 you were at firlt for demonfirating’ thit'there
= 5o ioversian inellizence; whea I fhewed you that your
pretended” demonfirations were only loofe fuppofitions,
you then took refuge in a general doubting; apd: now at
1aft your philofophy terminates in deftroying realon, re-
¢ting all evidence, and maintaining that there is no rule
rcby to-make any fetiled’ judgments: it is to no pur= -
Tofe thercfore to reafon longer with ou. .
o Iefe off fpeaking that I mighe liffen to what he -
. would anfwer, but findiag that he did ot open his
mouth, I imagined that he began to be moved, and I
continued thus : J fuppofe that you doubt ferioudly, but
1§ it want of light, or the fear of being -convinced,
which caufes your doubts? Enter into yourfelf; truth i
er felt than underftood : hearken to the voicc of natur
peaks within you, fhe will foon rife up. againf wll
_your refined fophiftry ; your heart which is born, with' an
iafatiable thirft of ‘happinefs will give your vadcrftanding
the lie, wheo it zagices i the unnataral hope ofiits ap=
_proaching cxtinclio;, anec again, I fiy, enter inio yopr-
Aclf, impofe a filence upon:your imagnation, let not your

- -
. paflions.
: (R
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paflions, blind you, .and.you, \,nl,l ﬁnd m the inntoftof your -
{uui an;| mpxprdﬁbl fi D
pel you; doubrs 2

deace, &hdt( your, pndcrﬂandmg and you;,hcart vylll be, ze-
congiled 5 om&hmr rqcoqcxl;:m:nt depends -the peace., of
£ :lac,fmgl_, and\n 1n. this, tranqqd;ny AIODC tha.t we can hear
the; voice, of. gyxqum, which, fupphcs the. dcfcé’a ef aug
reafonings i Oy father, my dear father, where, e you?
Iifeek-youmn yourfelf without, ﬁndmf you. . Whatis be-
come of that divise man, who formerly carried me. through
i - nﬁg, who taught me, to,run back

0 eternity. q,lfr.li 2 What then xsbecome
fubnlc and. cxlenﬁve underﬂan§zqg >

f as .curedn) Vhat

of prejudice is caft Jover it ! Here 1 fixed my eyes upon
himito {cc, whether my arguments. or fentiments. had made
20F. Hmpn.ﬂion on his. mind, but be lopk,cd upon, me, with
at hdes hery ak-

= av ly Minerva rofc
yed, to her to enlighten him but fhe was
ccamc he 2, _dcaf Sa’her hc faw not L}\.c
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teue' the ‘eternal-Bemg is either blind natare, or 4 wife
mutelligence 5 there is no- medium 5 you have:thewn thasthic:
firft opinton-is falfe' and abfurd, ‘the other therdforeislevis
dently trucand folid. ‘Your arguments have dartedsa pure
light into the inmoft of my foul: you fecm meverthelefs to
have: left your adverfary’s: obje@ion concérning: the origin
of ovil imits full firength 5 - helpme toranfiver this grand
dificulty.  Here Pythagoras ran through all the different
opinions - of the philefophiers without being abile to-fitisfy
Cyrus ;  the Prince found a folation ‘of this dificulty no
where but among the Hebrews's bat though' he was not
contert with the anfvers of the Samian on 'this: Head; he
wouldunot make him feel the weaknefs of them, nor let
him perceive that he himfelf was fenfible of it ; he dex-
zerduily fhifted the queftion, and returning to his difpute;.
make hafteto tell nie, faid he, O wife Pythagoras b what
mipreffion your difconrfe made upon Anaximanders: oo
- He withdrew, anfwered the Philofopher,. inconfafion
and’ defpair, and with a refolution to ruin me.  As weak
wyes, whichithe fun dazzles and blinds, fuch-was the
tiear¥ of Anaximander = peicher prodigies, nor proofs;nor
rouching confiderations can ‘move the {oul, when error has
{eized upon the underftanding by the corruption’ of the
%}'e:in'. ‘Since my departure from Samos, I hear that!he
35 fulien into the. wild extravagance which T had forefeencz:
Ielag refolved o believe nothing which could: not be: dé-
monttited with geometrical evidence; he is come not ' only
40 'doubr of the molt certain ‘truthis, but to believe the
gmae abfurdities. * He maintains, without ‘any: allegory,
shatall he fees isbut a dream; that all the men who are
‘ebout him arc phantoms; that itis he himfelf who fpealis
26 and anfwers himfelf, when he converfes with them’;
zhatthe heaven and the earth, the flars; and theélements,
plants and wreks, are only illufions 3+ and in arwords dhtic
hcre & nothing’ real but himfelf:« arfirfthe! wa$ foride-
‘firoying the Divine effence o fubflitate a blind: marare “ins
s place; at prefent be has'deftroyed thar nature” itfclf;
4od malarains thatlic iy the only exifbent being (4). Thus
of 'tﬁe. modern Fgomifts and of Carneadfes

-
8 bl

~'{e) Thelangy
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ended: thie converfation between Cyrus | and Pythagoras,
The prince was: touched with the' confideration; .of 'the
weaknefs-of human underftanding ; ‘he faw by theiexample
of 1A nakitmandery «‘thats tire moft fubtile! genius’s: may: go
gradually from; impicty. o extravagance;and fall into:a
philofophical deLirium, which s as real a:madnefs: as-any
other, Cyrusiwent the next day tofee the fage; ‘in order
tcrpu“r {fome: queftions to him'about thelaws of Miros.

1 Bhes pmfbund spence; faid he to' Pythagoras, which
isiar prefent inPerfia;) gives me leifure to travel ; T am
going over! theomoft famous ~cotintries tor colledt” ufefal
knowledge; 1 bave been in! Egypt where I have' inform-
ed myfclf in' the laws and: government of: that kingdom 5
“Thavetravelled over Greece to dcquaint myfelf with the
different  republics -which compofe it, clpecially  thofe
of Lacedaemon and Athens.. The anciént laws of Egypt
feem tome to have been excellent and founded in nature;
butitsiform of government was defedtive 5 the kings' had
sobridle to veflyain them 3 the thirty judges did not fhare
tlie fupreute: 'am:horiry with. thenys they were butiche in-
terpretersofitie law. . Defpotic power and conquells at
laft defiroyed that cmpvx*e -1 fear thar Athens will be
ruined by a contrary r.mu, ifs. government ;is .too; po-
pular and-mmultous 5 the faws of Selonare gaed, but he
-had notfuficient. duthoﬁt] ro reform the genius of 8 people
that Bave a0 unbeunded inclination forlibortys, lixury and.
pleafnre.inLycurgus bas! provided 2 remedy, fors the de-
+fets wliich oruined Egypt @nd willideltroy Athensisl bue.
his lasés are too contrary tonature’: cquality; of ranks,and
‘cammunity; of goods; cinnor {ubfift long § 28 foaniias the
1iacedachonians fhall have extended thexr dominion. in.
Gredce; they will:doubtefs. throw off the yoke of thefe.
Jawsy they reftrain the paflions on one fide but, irdulge
sthen! too much on anether, and while they profcribe fen-
iality they fason: ambition. . None jof thefe three forms

+of goveroment feem 1o me to.be peifed ;I have been told

“thut Minos heretofore effablifhed one inthis iffand, whxcf).

-was free from the defedts T have mentioned, | S

i 2l Rythagoras admlred the young Zrince’s - penetranon,

~and condudted him. 10 the :cmPk, whcrc the la.ws of Mi-
.. mes
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nos were keptinia gold box; sthey commngd all thati re-
garded religion; /moralicy and. policy, and., ,whatever,mi
contribute to: the Lnowlcdge of the, godss Quqf\lye,guan;p
other'men = Cyrus found in, this facred: book all thatwas,
excellent in the laws of Egypt, Spasta and Athens, and

thereby perceived, ‘that as Minos-had bommcd from: the
Faoypuians,. fo. Lycurgus and Solon wete indebted, to the
Cretan Jaw-giver for the molt valuable parts of their in-
flitutions ;. and it - was upon this model alfo that, Cyms
formed: thofe admirable laws which he eﬂ:abl;fhcd in_ his
empirc after he had conquered Afia. | ;.- ‘ ;‘xi

- Bythagerasafter this explained to him. the foxm s 203
veroment - of ancient Crete, and how. it provided. cqually
againdt’ defpotic power and anarchy. -One would. thiok,
added :the: philofopher, that a goveramens fo perfedt in
allits pasts fhould have fubfited for ever, but there havdly
remain: any.traces of it. The fucceffars.of Minos, deges
nerated by degrees; they did not think thamfch s greak
enough sehilé they were oaly guardiags of the laws:;  they
would fubftitute. their arbitrary will in the place of them.
The:o Cretans oppofed  the innovation; . from theace
fprang - difdords: and civil wars; in thefe , tamulis . the
Kings were dethroned, exi iled, or put to. death, 3

pois: wak: their place ;. thele. ufurpers 1o, ﬂmrcr
B@x&vfﬂkﬁ@ed, the, andmmgy of the .
%%@%&f@t@c people mvadc{{

éa t:,gi;pcnd.fo mach up of laws as upo
H‘ﬁdg‘?ﬁ#@gs AL forts are ”g ”ﬁ§ \gﬁep
2 gcw o,’,gg}f_m feel vell,a rli? fzﬁljci!g
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ing faid “tor him, T am extremely. concemed ta fee you
abindoned'to’ the cruelty of capricious fortune L how hap-
py'dhonld Fbe to fpend my life with you in Perfia L1 will
not offer you -pleafures ot riches which allure other mesi;
Tknow yoawould be little moved. by them 3 you arciabove
. the favours of kirgs, becaufe you fee- the vanity of humar
grandeur, but ] officr you o my dominions, peaces liberty,
and the fivect lafure which the gods grant to thofe whe
love wifdom. ' I fhould  have a fiscere joy, replied Py-
thagoras, to live under your proteétion with: Zoroafter
and the Magi, but I muft follow the orders: given me by
the dracle of Apollo: a mighty empire is rifing in Iraly,
which will one day become mafter of the world ; its form
of government is like that eftablifhed in Crete by Minas;
the genius of the people is as' warlike as that of the Spars
tans ; the generous love of their country,the efteemof per=
fonal poverty in order toaugment the public treafure, . the
noble and difinterefted - fentiments ' which prevail among
the citizens, ‘their contempt of pleafure, and their ardent
Zéat 'for' liberty. ‘render them fit to conguer the wholc
world’s T am to introduce there the knowledge of the
godsand of laws. I muftleave you, but 1 will never for-
catvou s mv heart will SGliow 354 eveiy wheid § YOU will
doubtlefs extend your conguelts as the oracles’ have fore=
told: may the gods preferve you then from being intoxis
eated: by fovercign authority ! may you long fecl the plea~
fure of reigning only to make other men happy ! fame will
inform me of your fucceffes : T fHail often afk, has not
grandeur miade a change in the heart of Cyrus? Doeshe
{51l [ove virtue? Does he continue to fear the gods ?
Though we now part we fhall mect-again in the abede of
the jnft; I fhall doubtlefs defcend thicher before you';
1 will there expe& your Manes. Ah Cyrus! how joyful
fhall I'be to fee you again after death ansoug the good
Kings, who are crowned' by the gods with an’ immortal
glory ! farewel, Prince, farewel, and remember that you
nevér employ your power but to execute the' dictates of
your goodnefs. : iy

< 5

""Cyrus.was o much “affe&ted, ‘thx he cdald not an~
{wer; he refpefully embraced the old man; and bedeiv~
STanae o — ; ed
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ed this face ‘with ‘rears : bt in fliort they ‘nn'rﬂ’rgﬁé,\;ét:'e -
Pythagoras embarked very foon'for Tealy,* and the Pribee
in‘a’ Phoenician’ veflel for Tyre. A5 ‘Cyris” was™ faflify
from Crete, and the coafts of Greede began' to difappear,’
he felt an inward regret, and calling to mind' all ﬁ'e‘ﬁaé
feén, faid to Arafpes : what! is this the niation that Was'
reprefented to me as fo fuperficial ind triffing? Fhave found
there great men of all kinds, profound ‘philofophers,”able’
captains, wife politicians, and geaitis’s capable’ of reathing
toall theights, and of going to the bottom of things. Other”

2y [ D Y
rations'methinks do not do' the Greeks'juftice.

1 catifiot admire, anfwered' Srafpes,” ¢ither theirtalents’
or ‘theit feiences 5 the Chaldeans and‘Egyprians furpafs
them'exeeedingly in 4ll folid knbwledge.** Lycurgts; §0*
lon, Thales and Pythagoras would never have knowh any
thing, if they had ot travelled“in Ezypr and’the Eaft:
all that they have added to our philofephy has been only'
fo much allay to it. ‘“The do&rine of (4) Thales’is'a’
{eries of loofe fuppofitions’; his  ctheredl fluid 15 & nierét
whimand not at all geometrical ; what comparifon betiwedn
his philofophy 2nd ‘tHat of ()" Mofchus the' Phoeniciai' 2
Beﬁdes 1 do not find any thing of ;hé original, " creating,
mafeuline geriius o thie Greck poctsand orators; but 2
~ diffufed ﬁylei{upgrﬂuous flowers, ideas that feem clear and
teanfparent only becavfe they arc lightand thin ; their pret-
ty‘thoughts,ingenious turns dnd pretended delicacies pro-,
ceed wiiolly from thie infast weakeiefs of their undcrltand*
ing, "which ‘cannot rife to ‘the fiblime, and continually
hovers about the farfuce of obje@s: in a word, all that T
admire ‘in’ the Greeksis their politencfs; - their converfible’
qualities, their tafte for pleafure, and their contiual joy;
they’ purchafe happinefs at a cheaper rate than other
Ditfopsyea bowiibrean i s pisa, A5 Ao

) Heintrodoced matheniatics and ‘phyficsints Grotee, aé Dét
fc:ftcs*mvivea thetafie of them in E-.v:,op:a'.-.': o by P {4
" (e) He was the firfk that taught the atomical doftsinz, not fuzhe’
fenfe of Democritus aad Epicurus, but bi:ugu}. of Sir laac Newton.
?—eq Opt. pag.307. Mofchus and the Phoenicians believed, that
after the chaos the plattic (phit of 'the univerfe had brought the
atoms to.gcthcr by love, neoo Sy 1o VEULa Tay iy zp yav thigis the -
maenerin which theancientstexpreflzd the dochine of attraction.

.
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It is trae, replied  Gyrus,. we. find fublime ideas and
clul difeoverics among the Chaldeans and Egyptians, but
depth, of fcience is often full. of obfeurity ; they know
00t like the Greeks how to come at hidden truths byachain
of known and eafy ones:  that ingenious method of rang+
ing cach idea in it’s, proper place, of leading the mind by
degrees from the moit fimple truths o the molt compound-
cd, with erder, perfpicnity and accuracy, is a {deret with
which the Chaldeans and Egyptians, who boaft of hasing
more of original gepius, are little acquainted.. Thisne-
verthelefs is the true feicnce, by which man is. taught the
extent and bounds of his own mind, and . this is what we
owe ta Thalgs : his works and his travels fpread: this tafte
in the Eaft; what ingratitude and injuflice’ to'make no o=
ther nfe of his great difcoveries than to defpife him becaufe
he did notdifcover. all ! itis trze hisphilofopby is not exadts
bat Mofchus, the great Mofchus, has not he him{elf had.
recourle tosan cthereal fluid inorder to explain his'princi-
pjo;,:q‘f; attradtion, which, as at firft reprefented by ‘his dif=!
ciples,-was wholly unintelligible, -a mdre oceult quality.
. kpow. that the Greeks love the agreeable kinds of know-
ledge more than abflractideis; the arts of imitation more’
thas_ pice fpeculations ; but they do not defpife the fub-~
{ciences = on the contrary, they excel in them when.
ly their minds to the {tudy, of them., JHave sve:
it fuch a () hiftory of phyfics.as that writicn:
es 2. Donot you find beanties.ia Homer, the:
fops Archilochus’s fatyrs, apd dpthe dramatic
¢ adted at Athens to render vice odious and
ous ? I repeat what I fad to Solen,. the. Greeks.
havz a finer tafte than other pations. It is for want! of.
fenfibi ¢ do not fufficiently admire the  delicare:

Faites

pfibility thag we d
thoughts, the tender Paﬂions, the natural and unaifeded
graces in their wrinngs. The poem of Abai’s the Scythi-

an goncerping the (¢) ruin of the garden of the Hefperides
would have been more pertect if the author had been 2.
Greek: - We fee there all the efforts of a genius that can
$ha Sibed ¥ HRE 10y BHLRE S A0 e
(d) A Kind of hiftory like that of the academy of feicnices in
France.: X : 12

SUE It mlght be fomewhat fike Milm;’s' Paradlﬁ: loft. o fortes:
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rife to the highelt heaven, defcend to the !O\VCR abyfs, and
fly- with a rapid wing from one end of immenfity to the
other; yet Abaris, the admirable *Abaris, does’!uc.a]ways
diftinguifh between the patural and thelow, fublimity and
bombaft, enthufiafm and fury, delicacy and fubtility ¢
I grant .that the Grecks feem to be fometi_m'cs'takcn up
too much with trifles and amufements ; hut the great men
among them have the fecret of preparing the moftirrportant
affairs, .even while they are diverting themfelves : they are
fenfible that the mind hasneed now and then of reft ; but

_in thefe relaxations they can put in motion the greateft
machines -by the fmalleft fprings ; they look upon life as
a kind of fporr, but fuch as refembles the Olympic games,

_ where mirthful dancing is mixed with laborious exercifes.
T'hey love ftrangers more than other nations, and their
country deferves to be ftyled the common country of
mankind. Itis for thefe qualities that T prefer the Greeks
to other nations, -and not becaufe of their politenefs.

_ T'rae politenefs is common to delicate fouls of all na-
tions, and s ‘not peculiar to any one people. External
civility is but the form effablithed in the different countries
for» exprefing ithat politenefs of the foul. I prefer the
civility of the Greeks to that of other nations, becaufe it
is more fimple and lefs troublefome ; it excludes all fu-
perfluous formality ; its only aim is to render company and
conyerfation eafy-and agreeable : but intemnal politenefsis
very different from that fuperficial dvility. You were
not prefent that day when Pythagoras fpoke to me up-
on this head ; I will tell you his notion of politenefs to
which his own practice is anfwerable. It is an evennefs of
foul which excludes at the fame time both infenfibility and
too much earneftnefs ; it fuppofes a quicknefs in difcerning
what may {uic the different characters of men; itis a fweet .
condefeenfion by which we adapt_ourfelves to each man’s -
tafte, not to flatter Lis paffions, but to avoid provoking
them. In a word, itisa forgetting of ourfelves in order
to feek what may be agreeable to others, but in fo delicate
amanger asto let chem fcarce perceive that we are fo em-
pleyed: it knows how to contradi@ with.refped, and to
pleafe without adulation, and is equally remote from an _

- in-
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inGipids,complaifance and a low familiarity. Cyrus and
Arafpes were, difconrfing together in this manner when
they (difcovered the coalls of Phocenicia, and they foon af-'
ter arrived at Tyre. z :

TRAMELS

Ge X R U8

~HE King of Babylon having deftroyed ancient
Tyre, the inhabitants had built a new city in a
ncighbouring ifland,thirteen furlongs from the fhore. "This
ifland ftretched itfelfin form of a crefcent, and-enclofed a
bay ‘where the fhips' lay in fhelter from the winds; ' divers
rows ‘of cedar beautified the port; and at each end of it
was a fortrefs for the fecurity of the town and of the fhip-
ping. In the middle of the mole was a portico of twelve
rows of pillars, where, at cerrain hours of the day, the
people of all nations affembled to buy and fell; there onc
might”hear all Tanguages fpoken, and fee the manners and
hiabits'of all the different nations ; fo that Tyre feemed
the capital of Fic univerfe. A prodigious aumber of veflels
were floating upon the water, fome going, others ar-
riving ; here the mariners were furling their fails while
the weary rowers emoyed repofe; tnere one might fee
new built veflels launched ; a vaft multitude of peapie
- covered the port ; fome were bafy in unloadiag fhips, o-
R ‘ . thers

-
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~ thers in tranfporting merchandife, and others 1n filling th~
magazines; all wereinmotion, earneltat work, and eager:
in promoting trade. : WO 4

Gyrus obferved a good while with pleafute this feene of
hurry and bofinefs, and then advancing towards one end
of the mele met a manwhom he thought he knew: am I
deceived, cried out the Prince, or is it Amenophis who
has left his folitude to come into the fociety of men? TtisT,
replied the Egyptian fage; T have changed my retreat in
Argbia for another at the foot of mount Libanus. . Cyrus
furprifed 't this alteration afked him the reafon: Arobal,
fuid: Amenophis, is the caufe ofit; that Arobal of whom
1 fpoke to.you formerly, who Wwas prifoner with me at
Memphis and my fellow-flave in the mines of Egypt, was
fon 10 the King of Tyre, but knew not his birth ; he has -
afcended the throne of his anceftors and his true name is
Eenibal; 1 enjoy a perfe tranquillity in his dominion;
«omie and {ce a Prince who is worthy of your friendfhip.
I have alyays had a concern for him, replied Cyras, on
account of your fricodihip for him, but I could never for-
give his. leaving you: I rejoice with you on your finding.
A again, 1 longimpaticntly 1o fec him, and to teflify to
i the fatisfaction I feel. * Ly
i1+ Amenophis condudted the Prince to the royal palace and
iprefented-him to the King: noble fouls niake acquaintance’
aunl fight, pordocs it require time to form ftriét friend-'
thips, where a fympathy of thonghts and fentiments have
‘prepared. the way: for them. . The King of Tyre afled
Cyrus divers queflions about his country, his travels, and
the manners of the different nations he had feen: he was
scharmed. with, the noble fentiments and delicate tafte
_which difcovered themfclves in the young Prince’s dif-
“eanrft, who on the other hand admired the good fenfe
‘and virsue of Ecaibal; he fpent fome days at his court,
and atlength defired Amenophis to relate t, him the mis .
* fortupes of the King of Tyre, and by what meanshe had
afeepded the throne. - : -

- The Fgypran {ize retired one day'with Cyras and A-
rafpes -into) the hollow. of a rock beautified with fhell-
work ; from thenee they had a viéw of the fea, theaty -

Lo e o
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-of Tyre, and the fertile country about it; on one fide °
mount Libanus bounded the profpeé, and on the other
the ifle of Cyprus fcemed to Ay away upon the waves’;
they all three fat down upon a bed of mofs oa the' brink
of .a fountain whofe fhill waters fcemed to {leep in ‘theic
very fource. When they had repofed themfclvesa while
the Egyptian fage began thus:

While Ecnibal was yet a child in his cradle his father
died; his uncle Itobal afpiring to the throne refolved o
rid himfelf of the young Prince: buc Bahal, to‘whom his
education was committed, {pread a report of his'death ‘to
preferve him from the creelty of the tyrant, and fenthim
to a folitary part of the gountry at the foot of mount Li-
banus, where he made him pafs for bis own fon under the
name of Arobal, without difcovering his birth cven to the
Prince himfclf.  When Ecnibal was in his fourteenth year,
Bahal formed the defign of placing him upon the thronc:
the afurper being apprized of it, clapt up the loyal Tyrian
in prifon and threatened him with the moft cracl death, if’
he did not deliver up the young Prince into his hands. Ba-
hal would make no difcovery, bemg refolved to die rather
than fail in his duty and affedtion for Ecnibal. In the mean
while the tyraat, ‘knowing the heir of the crown to be-yet
living, was greatly difturbed and incenfed. To fatate hig
Tage aod calm his difquiets he ordered all Bahal’s children
0 be put to death: but a faithful flave, having notice of
it, contrived to fave Ecaibal; fo that he deft Phoenicia
without knowing the fecret of his birth. Buhal cicaped

- out of prifon by throwing himfelf from a high tower iato
the fea; he gained the fthore by fwimming and retired to
Babylon where he made himfelf known to Nabachodono-
for. To revenge himfelf for the murder of his children
he ftirred up that conqueror to make war upon Itobal,
and to underteke the long fiege of Tyre.® The King of

_Babylon, beirg informed of the bravery and capacity of
Bahal, chofc hin to command in chiefin this expedition.
Trobal was killed, and after the taking of the town Bzhal
was raifed to the throne of Tyre by Mabuchodonofor, who
i that manoer recompenfed his fervices and fidelity. Bahal

. did not fuffer himfelf to be dazzled by the luftre of roy-

3 v R 2 2 - 3 alq -
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alty - ‘having learned that Fcnibal had efeaped the ‘rage of
the yrant,” his firlt care was to fend over‘all Afia tofeek
him, but’ he ‘conld'learn no ‘news of him’ for we were
then in the ‘mines of Egypt. ) ISUTH
Arobal having wandered a Jong time in Africa ‘and loft
the flave, his”conductor, cengaged hindfelf in Aprics’s
troops, being refolved cither to end his days or to diftin-
saifth himfelf by fone glorions adion. 1 have formerly
given youan account of our firft acquaintance, ‘our mutual
“Hiendfhip, our common flavery, and eur feparation. Upon
Inis Teaving me he went to Babylon,” where he was inform=
-¢d of the vevolation which had happened at Tyre, and that
‘Bzhal; whom he belicved his fizher, 'was raifed to the
Thirone; heleft the.court of Nabuchodonofor without de-=
1y, and foon arrived in Phoenicia where he was introdu-
ced toBahal. “The good old man loaded with yearsiwas
A¢pofing hinfelfupona richcarpet; joy gave him firength;
Ite got up, ran to Arobal, examined him, recalled all his

{tarures, and in'‘a'word knew him to be the fame; he could
130 longer contain himff, he fell upon his neck, embra-
ted him, bedewdd his face with tears, and cried out with
tranfport; It is then you whom 1 fee, it is Ecnibal him-
1elf, the fon of my mafter, “the child whom I faved from

¢ tyrint’s hands, the innocent eaufe of my difgrace and
tl ¢ fubjed of my glory; ‘T can then fhew my gratitude to-
vards’ the King who i no more, by reftoring his fon.
Algods 1ieis thus that you recompence my fidelity, T
dic content! " e immediately difpatched ambaffadors t6
the court of Babylon to afk permiffion of the King to refign
the crown and recognize Ecnibal for his lawfol mafter: Tt
was thus that the Prince of Tyre afcended the throne of

Hiis anceftors, and Bahaldied foon after. E S

As foon as Arobal was reftored he fent a Tyrian to-me

'{n my folitude to inform me ofhis fortun:,-and to prefs
me to come and live at his court: ‘I waschotmed to hear
of his happinefs and to find that he ftill loved me; 1 ex-
preffed my joy'in the warmeft manner,. and figsificd to
the Tyran that all my defires were fatisfied fince my
fricnd was happy; But I*abfolutely refufed to leave my

xcdrement: he fent to mg again to conjurc me 1o com;

e E =k : an;
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and aflit him in the labours of royalty; I anfwered, that -
he was fufficiently knowing te fulfil all his obligatians, and
that his paft misfortuaes. would. coable him 1o {hua the
dangers to which fupreme authority is expofed. ;. At lail,
feeing that nothing could move me, he left Tyre under
- pretence of goinz to Babylon to do homage to the Aflyrian
King, and arrived very{oon at my folitude. ' We tenderly
embraced each other a long while ; doubtlefs you thought,
{aid he to me, that I had forgotten you, that our fepara~
tion proceeded from thie cooling of my friendfhip, and that
ambition had feduced my hearr; but you were deceived =
it is true that when. I left you I could no longer dupport
retirement, I had no peace miit; this reftieflnels nodoubt
proceceded from'the gods themfelves; theydrew meaway
to accomplith the defigns of their wifdom; I could enjoy
no repofe while I refifted them: itwas thus that they con-
dudted me to the throne by unknowzn paths; grandeur has
not changed my heart; fhew me that abfence has not di-
minithed your friendthip; come and fupport me ia the
midft-of the ioils and dangers in. which an ¢clevated ftate
engagesme. - Ah! fuid Lo him, do net force me toquit
my {olitudes fuffer me to enjoy the repofe which the gods
have granted me; grandeur excites -the paffions; courts
are flormy feas; Ihave been already fhipwreckid and, havg
happily cfcaped ; expole:me ot to the like misfortgne o
fecond time. - T pezceive yourthoughss, replied Ecnibal,
you are afraid of the friendfhip of kings;. you have €xpe-
aienced their inconftancy, you have found that, their fa-
vour is frequently but™ the forerunner of sheir hatved;
Apries loved you once and deferted you afterwards; but
alas! fhould you compare me with Apries? No, po, re-
plied I, I fhall always difiruft the friendfhip of a.prince
brought up in luxury and effeminacy like the King of E-
gypt; but for you, who were educated far fromaithrone
and in ignoranze of your rank, and have fisce been tried
by fuch a variety of adverc fortune, T have no fear that
the regal dignity fhould alter your {cntiments : the gods
have conduéted you to the throne, you wait fulbl the du-
ties incumbent upon a king, ard facafice yourlclf to the
public good;; batfor me, nothing obliges we to cogagea~

by R e !
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new in tumult and trowble; T have no thought but-to die
in folicude, ‘where wifdom nourithes my heart, and where ~
the hope of being foon re-united to the great Ofiris makes
me forget allmy paft misfortunes. :
Herea torrent of tears obliged us to filence, whichEc-
wihal at length breaking faid to me: has.then the ftudy.of
wifdom ferved only to make Amenophis infenfible? well,
it vou will grant nothing to friendfhip, come: at leaft to
defend me from the frailtes of human nature; I fhall one
day perhzps forget that T have been unfortunate, I-may
eome to be unmoved with the miferies of men, fupreme
aathority will perhaps poifon my heart, and render melike
other princes; come and preferve me from the errors to
whieh my {tate isever liable; come and confirm me in all
zhofe maxims of virtue with which you formetly infpired
me; 1 fecd that I have more need of a friend  thanr ever.
Feaibal mcited me with thefe words, and T confented 1o
follow him, but upon condition that I fhould not live at
eourt, that I fhould never have any employment there,
and thit T fhould retire into fome folitary place near Tyre;

-1 bave enly chafiged one retreat for another, that I might
have the pleafure of being nearer my friend.  We left

“Arabia Felix, wentto Babylon, and {aw there Nabucho-
‘donofor ; but alas! hew different s he now from what

- hie was heretofore ! ‘he is no longer that congueror who
zeigned in the midft of tiumphs, and aftonifhed the na-

- tions with the fplendor of his glory; for fome time paft he
has loft hisreafon; he flies the fociety of men, and wan+
ders abour in the mountains and woods like a wild beaft;
how rerrible a fate for fo great aPrince ! when we arriv-

* ¢d at Tyre I chofe my retrear 2t the foot of mount Liba-
sivs, in the fumé place where Ecnibal was breught up; I
come here fometimes to fee him, and he goes frequently
1o my folitude’s nothicg can impair our friv:ndihip, becaufe
truth is the only bond of it. T fee by this example that =
1oyalty is notas I imagined, incompatible with tender fen-
tments; all depends oa the firft education of princes; ad-
verfity is the beft fohool for them ; itis there that herocs -

- ar= formed; Apri¢s had een fpoiled by profperity in his

- yeuth; Arobal 15 confirmed in virtue by misfortuncs. . -
Lo - : : Cyrgs’s



OB YR YT, TBHVIL 177

Cyrus’s efteem for Ecaibal was much heightened by this
relation’; he admired that Prince’s conftancy in'friendfhip
more than' all“his-other great qaalities. - During his {tay at
Tyre he was entertained-in'a very magnificent manner, and

* often exprefled to the king his altonifhment at the {plendoz

which reigned  in that city. ‘ Be not furprized at it, anfwe-
red the Tyrian Prince, wherc-cver commerce flourihes
under the protection of wife laws, plenty becomes quick-
ly umiverful ;and maguificence cofts the ftate notimeg: Cyrus,

~upon this, defired thekingrof Tyreto explaintohim how

.

he had brought his: dominions into fuch a ﬂounﬂnngfcon-
dition in fofhort a time. + -

The wifeft-of the Hebrew: kmgs, ﬂud Ecmbal', ﬂrewcd
many ages ago towhata picch of {plendor and magnificence
commerce will raife 2 little ftate ; his fhips failed even to

' the remotelt iflands to.import from thence the wealth, per-
“fumes, and rich commodities of the ‘eaft; ‘after the rain

and capuivity. of the: Hebrews we feized upon il the bran-
«ches of their commerce.  Tyre is happily fituated ;. herim-
habitants: underltand navagation ;- trade ‘was!at firft"per-
fedily free therey ﬂrangcrs were treated @scitizensof Tyre :

-but under the reign of Itobai all feii to rvin; inftead of

keeping our ports open according to the old cultom, be
fhut -them up oat of political views, formed a defign of
changing the fundamental conftitution’ of: Phoenicia, and ‘of
rendering a nation-warlike;: that'had always:fharned hav-
ing any partin the quarrels of cher neighbotrrsisivvBycthis

< means commerce languithed; and our ftrength dininithed ;

Itobal drew upon us the wrath of theking of. Babylon,
who razed our ancient city and made us tributary. - As
foon as Bzhal was placed upon the threag,  he endeavoured

‘to temedy thefe mifchiefs;- Ithave bdﬁ'ol]:owed the plan

‘which that good Prince left me.
- He began by opening; his! ports to: (h'angm,land byve-

:floring the frécdom of commerce. - 'He declazed diat his

name (hould never be made ufé ofinit, but to-fupporv its

sights and make its laws be obferved. The authority of

Princes is too formidablefor other mea to enteriato partaer-

- fhip with them. Commerce was cartied on inthe fisft re-

vpub]xcs only by exchange of merchandifc ; but this me-

= thod
- =
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thod was found troublefome, and fubje to many inconve-
niences 3 the value of provifions is notalways the fame, they
cannot be tranfported without expence; nor diftribuced
without treuble, nor long kept without {poiling. It wasne-
ceflary to have fuch a common meafure of the value of
merchandife, as fhould be incorruprible, profitable and
divifible into fmall parts for the conventence of the poor-
eftcitizens. Metals feemed proper for this ufe, and it is
this common meafure whichis called money. The pub-
lic treafure having been exhaufted by long wars, - there was
not money enough in Phoenicia to fet the people rowerk ;
arts languifhed, and agriculture itfelf was neglected. Bahal
engaged the principal merchants to advance confiderable
fums to the artizans, while the former trafficked together
upon fafc credit; but this credit never took place among
the labourers and mechanics:  Coin is not only a com-
mon meafure for regulating the price of the feveral kinds of
merchandife, but itis a fure pledge which has iotrinfic
value, and pretty ncar the fame in all nations. . Bahal
would not have this pledge evertaken out of the hands of
the people, becaufe they have need of it to fecure them-
felves: againft the corruption of minitters, the oppreflion
of'the rich, and even the ill ufe which kingsmight make
‘of their authority. = Inorder to encourage the Tyrians to
work, he not oaly left every one. in the free pofleffion of
i his gain, butallotted great rewards for thofe who thould
excel by their genius, or diftinguih themfelves by any
new invention.  He built great ‘work-houfes for mana-
_ faGtures; he lodged there all thofe who were eminent in
their refpedtive arts; and that cheir attention might not
be taken off by unenfie cares, he fupplied all their wants
and he flattered ' their ambition by granting them fuch ho="
nours and diftin@ions in his capital as were fuitable to their
condition.” Hetook offthe exorbitant impofts, and for--
bad all monopolies; fothat neither buyers nor fellers are -
under any conftraint or opprefion.  Trade being left free, |
‘my fiibjedts import hither in abundance all the beft things
which the univedc affords, and they fell them arreafonable
rates. - All {orts of provifions pay me a very fmall ‘tribute
at entring; the lefs I fettertrade the more my treafures .
o S 5 ; 0

E
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increafe; the diminution of impofts diminifhes the price
of merchandife; the lefs dear things are, the more are
confumed of them, and by this confumption my revenues
exceed greatlywhat they would amount to by laying excef-
five duties. Kings,” who think to enrich themfelves by
 their exadtions, are not only enemies to their own people,
but ignorant of their own interefls. :

I perceive, faid Cyrus, that commerce is a fource of
great advantages ina ftate; I believe that is the only fe-
cret to create plenty in great monarchies, and to repair the
defolations caufed there by war; numerous troops quick-
ly exhauft a kingdom if we cannot draw fubfiftencelfor them
from foreign countries by a flourifhing trade. “Have a
care, faid Amenophis, that you do not miftake, Com-
merce oughtnot to be neglected in great monarchies, but
it muit be regulated by other rules than in'petty republics.
Phoenicia carries on commerce, not only to fupply her
own wants, but thofe of forcign {tates.  As her territorics
are {fmall, her ftrength confifts in making - herfelf ufeful
and even neceffary to all her neighbours; her merchants

“bring from the remoteft iflands the riches of nature, and
diftribute them afterwards among other nations, ~ Itisnot
her own fuperfluities, but thofe of other countries, which
are the foundation of her trade. In a city like Tyre where
commerceis the only fupport of the flate, all the principal
citizens are- traders; the merchants are the Princes of the
republic: bur in great empires, where military virtae and
fubordination of ranks arc abfolttely neceffary, commerce
ought to be encouraged without being univerfal.  To this
end, it is neceffary to eftablith companies, grant them pri-
vileges, and intruft them with the geperal commerce of
the nation : they fhould make f{ettlements in remote iflands,
and maintain a naval force for their defence again(t pirates:
thofe who cannot employ themfelves in trade fhall lodge

-their money.in thefe public companies : the magiftrates,
prielts and military men cannot traffic without neglecting
their - proper cmployments -and demeaning themf{elves;
thofe trading conipanies fhall be the depofitarics of every
piivate man’s money, which tkus uuited will produace an
hundred-fold.  Inakingdom thatis rruitful, fpacious, po- -

e pulous
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pulous and abounding with fea-ports, if the people are la-
borious they may draw from the bofom of the earth ini-
menfe treafures, which would be loft by the negligence
and floth of its inhabitants. By improving the productions
of nature by manufactures the national riches are augment-
ed; and it is by carrying thefe fruits of induftry to other
nations that a folid commerce is eftablifhed in a great em-
pire: but nothing fhould be exported to other countries
but its fuperfluities, nor any thing imported from them
but what is purchafed with thofe fuperfluitics. By this
means  the ftate will never contract any debts abroad, the
- balance of trade will be always en its fide, and it will draw
from other nations wherewith to defray the expences of
war; great advantages will be reaped from commerce with-
out deftroying the diltinGtion of ranks, or weakening mi-
litary virtae : one of the chief accomplifhments of a Prince
is to. know the genins of his people, the productions of
nature in his kincdom, and how to make the beft advan-
tage of them. Cyrus by his converfation with Ecnibal and
_Amenophis learnt many ufeful notions and maxims in go-
vernment which he had not met with in other countries ;
they were of greatfersice to him after the taking of Sardis,
when he ordered gold money to be coined, and turned
the King of Lydia’s treafures into fpecie (2).
- The next day Cyrus accompanied the King of Tyre
fome furlongs from his capital to aflift at the annual rites in-
fhtuted in commemoration of the death of Adonis. Be-
tween Heliopolis and Byblos there wasa fately temple con-
{fecrated to Venus: onone fide of the portal was placed 2
ftatue of the goddefs, fhe leaned herdeclining head on her
left hand, grief anpeared in her countenance, and tears
feemed to flow ftg'ﬁbc’r eyes, which were turned upon
the flatue of her lover placed on the other fide; a flream
of bleod feemed to fpring from his heart, ‘and 1o dye the
siver Thammuz whofe purple waters rolled with impe-.
tuofity towards the fea. The frizes and the architraves
were adorned with feulptures in bas-relief, reprefenting
the thm:mmo:@ofcsof the goddefs, the hiftory ?f
By VR R e N TR 4 Y hgr
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her unfaithfulnes, -and of all the effelts of Adonis’s con-
ﬁancy

“The temple was built of fine Parian marblc it’s im-
menfe vault reprefented that of heaven; in the mid-
dle of it appeared the chariot of the fun encircled by the
plancts, and at a greater diftance the' empyreum fpangled
with ftars,  Upon the altar{tood a ftatue of the goddefs;’
fhe he!d " in het “hand the globe of the world, and upen .
her wonderful girdle were deferibed ‘the twelve - conflcl-
lations. The artift had animated the marble in fuch a°
marner, that the ftatne expreffed three different paffions,
according to the different points of view from whence it
was beheld (4); “at a diftance it was a noble and majeftic
beauty that feemed to invite with a foft fmile, accompa-
nied with a tender and modeft Took ; upon 4 nearef view
Jerface, tumned towards the eaft, proclaimed the peace-
ful joy of a foul that fecs the beauty of truth, poffefies it
and is poffefled by ir; when viewed from the other fide (he
{cemed to turn away her eyes, anddcfpife thofe whodarlt
approach her with a profane heart and impure ' thoughts.
In the fculprures of the altar, love (2) under the ﬂnpe of
Adonis feemed to defeend from heaven, his infant look
fpoke nothing but candour, fmocence and fimplicity ; the
virtues walked before him, the rufes followed him, and
the graces hovered a about him; he had no bandagc upon
his eyes, and held in his hand ahghtcd torch, to fhicw that.
he enlightens at the fanie time that he inflames.

VWhen Cyrus entered the temple he found all the people,
clad in mourning, in a cavern, where the 1 unagc of a young
man was lying upon a bed of flowers and odoriferous
herbs ; nine davs were {pent in fafting, -prayer and lamen-
tations, after which the public forrow was changed into
gladucﬁs ; fongs of joy ﬁmcccdcd toweeping (4), and

lc

(%) The Veaus of Medicis is {uid in l:kc manner to havc three
different a('peéts, accordmg to the d:ﬂ'crent pmnts of view from
which it isbcheld. -

(a) Since there are two Venus's, ﬁys Plato, there mu[} ke two
Ioyes, and he calls this love the great god, .diyoe 354- €én o E_‘u; 3

. Daypasis iy Sedig, Conviv. P17 180, - :
(&) All thefe Tyrian rites ave tc-be Fo.mi in Lm:m, St. Je-
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Whole afferobly’began this facred hymin! © Adonis is re
el o iR Urania weeps oo 'more;! helis re-afoerfs
<ded to haven, hesvill foon ‘come down 4gain upon ‘eartl
%% biariifh'thénce both crimés and miferies foreveri?obA
"Cyrus wasftruck with the augultfolemnity ofthe Tyrisn

rites 3 he knew nothing 'of the hiftory of “enus and Adonis .
but by the Mythology of the Greeks, and fufpected that

_ theyhad debafed it according to their' cuftom 5 he'defired
Aménophis to explain to him the ‘true meaning of the Phy
nicidn céremonies. The wif¢ Egyptian fat' downwith ¢
yoting Prince over-againftthe great gateiof the temple, i

place from whence they couldfee the ftatuesiofithe god a

~ goddefs, withall the bas-reliefs - that reprelented theirg

ventures; and then faid: it is not long fince'the Gred

were utter ftrangers to letters; the mufes and the feicnce

their underftanding is ftill young; they have no true knot

Tedge of antiquity; they have disfigared all the myfteri

of the ‘ancient religion by their abfurd: fictions and grofs.

miages: ‘the “combats “of Mythras, the murder’ of

fiffs; the death’ of Adonis{ the' banifhment of Apoll

and “the Tabours of ‘Hercules, reprefent toousithe ifan
traths; ‘but 'differcént nations: have ‘painted: them fund

different fimilitudes; what we ‘learn from the Fyian a)
oAl 15 hefolows s 9 Bigy L sl il a0t by
““Before ‘the fomation 6f the clements, -thie heavens ar
the’cdfth; “an etetnal flencerreidnedithrough allithe et
réal fépfons, and themufice die ftars hiadwot yerbegm
the greéat/pod () Belds dweltin-an inaceeffible light wit
ﬂ‘i 00 g'@raﬁa: who ‘inceflantly {prangi,froﬁl:j
head and with the God (4) Adonis whoni'he thdd cng
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dred like unto himfelf, Belus being more and more
charmed with the beauty of his fon, deficed that there
might be feveral miniatures and living images of him.
Adonis, animated by the power of Belus, moulded fome
rays of light, and made funs, {tars and numberlefs worlds

_invifible to us; hut as yet there were no inhabitants for
them. - He looked upon his mother, and on a ‘udden he
faw fpring out from the vaft abyfs a beautiful flower which
contained the foul of the world; Adonis breathed uponit;
what cannort the almighty breath of a god? The flower
fwelled, expanded itlelf and was changed into a young
goddefs whom-he named («) Urania after his mother,
Tranfported with love and pleafure, he woujd have pre-
fented her to his father, but-fhe was not yet able to fup-
port the fplendor of the divine prefence, or to breathe the
pureair of the empyremm. :

Adonis placed the young goddefs ina flar, in the centre
of the univerfe, from whence fhe could fee the courfe of
all the heavenly bodies, and hear the mulic of the celeftial
fpheres: he then fuid to her, beautiful Urania, 1love you,
and defign you for a more tranfcendent glory than what
you at prefent enjoy ; I intead to make you my fpoufe,:
blefs you with a happy race that fhall people the heavens,,
and condu you at laft with all yeur children into, the fu-
blime place above the ftars whete my father dwells: the
ooly condition I require of you s, that you never with to
know more than what fuits your prefentitate, that unrea-
fonable curiofity would render you both unhappy and cri-
minal: fuch are the immutable laws of Belus.  Urania
thought her f¢If too happy to enjoy her felicity on fuch
eafy terms 3 (he loved Adonis more than all the glory thut
lec promifed her, the fight of her lover made her forget all
his gifts ; he looked upon her with complucency and by
this look ‘made her pregnant ;- fhe became the mother of
all the divinities without ceafing to be the immortal virging
the quickly peopled the ftars with gods and geddefles, who

et EA s g S had

e 4 Lo yiEs T
(a) Pavfunias tellsus that there wete twa, Uranis’s. the oeletial .

Vinue, and thie Venus &vospopia of the Greeks, o Verticor¥ia of

- the I afins, which isas much 2510 fav, Veiue conyertens cor fuum
a6 el as aliodim,  See Dife, =X S s
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had no other law but that of obeyi ng tbﬁ will of Adonis,,
lovmg each othe( tenderly as the chzlcfrcn t the?%m }2{ ;
ther; aqd alpining by their virtue to bedo Smg day wars

y5oxTs)

thy of fecing the god Belus. o R
Xﬁmnm cgnnnucd long fmflful fhﬂ foll&fx’v; ‘iid)quu)s czx
. very. whcrc, ‘he_led her thrdugh the immenfe fpa;:cs 0.,
fhew her the numberle {5 worlds \\lnch he had, thc pros;
duced he often talked with her of | thc fupcnor,rcgnons,
the. plcqﬁlrc which fhe would one dayI fegllpquw-
g him of whomlall nature is b faint i image, i, comls,
pann "thc orignal with it’s p , and in Jeeing | their,
vigoﬁs rcla.mns ’Thcfe dn(!;ourfcs Kindled m{hcrﬁgc faq
wl cunoﬂty, {he began to be weary. of her };ap n,'_‘
had no Iongcr any relifh for: the pleafures fh :
fhe durft not fpeak, but Adonis perceived. the'ﬁm
ons of her unfaithfulnefs, and endeavoured to ftop its pro-;
grefs; fhe grew penfive, melancholy, diftraftful; and. bro@:
out aﬂwﬂ: 1 thefe bitter complaints: Adoms%cn.d Adenis
szy did, (you gwc me the idea ofa happneﬁs \vhx 1M
me ‘miferable 7 You promifed to carry, m -
m, fhew me the kingdom of your tbcr, and. mnkc
artaker of fus glory; you fhould have concealed your,
DS n ‘have accor "ldhed thgm foom:r.,
mdcni Urania, replied Adonis 4
mf" “.Q),xtcrquc{ u 108y

o ,is-dcrre omeQ 'mg)‘
defs, fhe no. longet beheld Adonis wath’
n,g}acercy,fh Ton,gq fBumhhc:ﬁ

e ren all cavours.

diffempered mmd but 10 no. purpofe ;- fhe foreed h ;
lépgtﬁ ¢ ber: the gods are delicate mTovc.;aua can-.
Aufle] dLeart; he re-afcended to bmﬁnhpxiand
1 "hbpxngnllat the pains of abfence would

er

hu crigr, As foon as he was gonc fhe
: 2 {‘tu




-heaven’
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révewed Hee' comlﬂmnts, and tormented lgetfélfwnb new
réfleetionss' {he begin to doubt, ‘and by dhat doubting fhe
beine datkened; e fufpeded all that Adoms hid* faid
10 her of his fatbm and of the ﬁipcnor rcglons “to be dnly a
clumd'j“ fhe forgor her origin and her ‘dependent flate :
-t6'conviace’ Her ¢ her etror, fhe was thrown down ‘from’
the'ethereal regions into the fphere of the fun; thé drew af-
ter'Her the inhabitants of feven othér ftars; theié lummqﬁs
bodies 1oft their hghr ‘became' planets, and rolled atgéut’
the fan'to mcblbe its mﬂut:rrcc&‘,.'_ tlic go&’sl “who' ?qub ed’
them became demi- gods, andtpc goddel% Urania &:ssé‘oﬁ-
démaied to'live ia themoon ; ‘fhe ndw enjoyed”s ’Bbr-
rowed light, ‘was cloathed with an denial and ‘i
body iwhich the Greeks ‘call the fubtile veliicle df tae l’oﬂl‘-‘
fhe no longcr breathed as fonmrly ‘the gu;‘é ac‘rHE:r, whxc’h
made her Jife and nourifhment; fhe I "'cfrhpb’q nedar’
mbrofia with the demi- go&s, \vhmj}{h “hid drawnt
. Adonis ever faithful ‘ant e‘i' lﬁihﬁpg
fan' to be x;eax‘er‘io his Beloved
e of aPond and fried pev me:tqs ”nS"a

aftcr?;er iy hei-_fal g

| -*fﬁ?*Bc tf 'ﬂc?ﬁm ﬁ’
a Ji' kgewg&ﬁs cdFing s
Ier lqvtr dpptoac i’ﬁ;;
6 Hier anbition, mvmae%
of (4?

Cnm

o s -r‘

7 the laws of unmutable fate 1 itwa
geaéer ould"in'id ‘new et
mtht‘ o"t' K h

3O

“{2) Qu i 'cogh:Regma.‘I.nna. Nhrte \d. deen
de‘Dus Syrs, cap. 2, fyntag. 2, See Agul. Met. 1z,
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changed: her food;: inftead of ambrofiacfhe. fed only vpon
fruitsy inftead of drinking ne&arfhe quenched her. thirit-in
lirgid dtreams and clear fountains’; fhe hads hot:asyet
loft tither her tranfparency oriheragility, fhe.could mount
into the airawhen fhe pleafed,: but the: coukd not.yife o, the
fuperior Tegions.  Adonis left the fun,. 100k the form.of
2 young man, 2nd came and divelt with-Venusupen eatth.:
4t firft {herdid not.difcover-who he sas andi fell.ih ilave -
wizhi iy but having: felt bis 'divine influgnees fhe knew
<hinn; was afraid and ' fled! from' him ;' ke purfued heryhe
.ealied after Her) and -at Laft-flops her ;iibat ithe efeaped
"~ hindagaine hevcould have employed his almighty pawer,
~bat whevgods will beloved by choice ;- he. endeavoured. to
“wouch herheart by complutnts and tears, by carefles and
rthreats, but fhe had no longer any tafte for the refined de-
dighes ‘of virtues her firft pride was now changed -into.2
-profane love of pleafurc, and the forced-Adonis 1o quit her
oflatoml Bmeir 7 ugann wh wond eleshited Isafiae
- Ale inhabitants - of the fays faw thefe repegtedimfian-
“iees ob Brania’s ingratitude, und began to bethaken in their
obedience = sBelus, Haid they;: basmo fuch averfionita.vice
as-weimagined, ¢fince.he does pat punith it ;! fince vebel-
Bt 18 ot followed by mifery, why aretwe fubjet tolaws?
s trde Vinniaisno-onger whatfhe was; but fhe is ftill
fangaddefs andftill bappy ; provided-welepjoy  pleafurc it
‘Isizomatter, wposiivhat terms ;) independence and-liber-
ty heiphten hic iveliflyof the mofkt vulgar -enjogments.
Lan oniverfabaevoic was breeding through all the ecleftiat
‘regions, the defigns of Belus were geing to be fruftrated s he
 eulledupAdonisinto that folitude above theheavens wherehe
Jived with him before the formatien of the flars, jand faid
"-to hims:1 repent meto bave drawn the imprudent Urania from
Jrecioriginal flawer,you fee her ingratitude and herobftina-
-eyinavwithitandingall your endezvenrs torectaim heris.upi-
cuerfulivharmony 15 diftarbed, the  celoftial menarchy is
dhaken, and: the heavenly fpirits begin 1o defpife my fove-
“xeign laws =1 fhonld I pardon the inhabitants.of the easth,
<y clemencywouldzenconrage a new. revolt, ard{ the fight
_oftheir impunity-would havea bad influence on/all the in-
thabitants of the flars, who already begin tomarmur and
£ =914 F- . R - e (0%

/
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»o] fufpest 'my goodnefs iof indifferenéy witls regard /o
rimts’s Ticannot md{&w the honour of ‘myitlaws; ndr
‘confirnicthe ininvortalsiin rtheir duty, fwithout amnihilating
thcunfaithfulgoddefs and all ther rebellions children: Thefe
‘terrible!words renit the' vault.of hekyen, refonnded évento
" ‘thi abyfs)’ and frighted ' the kingdom of chaos and eternal
night: ‘Belusiat lcngth liftedup his fceptre to replange the
carth and allits ishabitants into their original nothing : A-
“denis thtew himfelf at hisfather’s: feet, he withheld! his a-
venging arm by thefe wordst I love Urania notwithitanding
‘her untaithfulnefs,  I'{ee her: errors and follics-withy, grief,
bat her children are yours fince they are-mine; punifh.them,
but donot entirely defiroy them’; - fhould they enjoy a hap-~
py immortality upon earth, they would think nomore of
re-afcending to heaven ' curfe their ‘habitation, blafk its
‘beaity, expofe the guilty race toficknefs and death, (bt
“Jét your punifhments be remedies ; all the celeftial anditer-
reftrial Deities who know the crimes of Uraniawill feealfo
Bcr mifery, and be confirmed in theirduty by her ptinilh-
‘meént. He fpeke; and fuddenly the pillars of theearth
Awere fhaken, the poles of the heaven changed their fita-
“ztion, the' fun grew pale-and retired to'a greaterdiftance,
the nioonand the ﬁve planetsaltered’ their motions, thua- -
der; winds and rain mingled and confounded the dumﬁnu, ;
“the herbs, ‘and flowers ‘faded, and;tlie!treesidried ap and
~withered, xhemaﬁxﬁchts'uﬁnl,bmgmh:ﬁmful-
acfs of natare-degencrated into @ horrble barrenmefes!
“Venus fhrack: wﬂtmﬁu&ﬂm ﬂlméﬂ'm; and
"When the recavered out of it behdld nothing bt defolati-
“on'all around her; ‘fhe found herfelf in-a frightial defers
ﬂﬁoﬁ the trinks of ‘the river “"Fhammiuz, = whofe: ﬂam-
“ive imurmidrs feemed to proclaim Uraniz’s crime ¢ (her ris-
~fortunes did not’ ehange: her heatt, (he' fouzht to compen-
fatc Her'real ‘mifedes by t‘h:amg to herfelfimaginaryplea-
!'utés‘ﬂfhe:muﬁd temples to be eredted every: where-to
“her'horour,  fhe mventednnpurc facrificesand ap
worthip ' her altars: were quickly! befméared with: the
‘Blood: of Hatmlefy/animels 3 mﬁeﬂd 5f odoviferousiherbs -
and exquifive fruits, the fed apon thefleth of the widiss,
s ihc fought fe” all forts: of meaes/whick ‘mighe exeiteand
: / S 3 = nour_.‘b
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nounﬂl her denfuality, fhe gave herfelf up; tothe blind:iwe
hin& of pleafore, her blood grew, thu:}(J and . ﬂowed 00

longcr inper veios.with thc fame freedom.and amenity ;the
jubtile vehicle of the (oul was wrapt sonnd; with, a-terzef=
tmial and grofs body 5 Venuscould no Jo ex fly inthefair;
fhe, Jolt her lightnefs and tranfparency and became mortal 5 -
her children underwent the fafhe fate, the faw manyiof ;hcm
expire before her eyes by intemperance and voluptaowfnels ;
othershaping tolhun the decregs, of fate heaped mountains

- upon mountains, and. cndeavoured: to {cale heavens byt
beingtruck down and erufhed by. thunderbolts;; theyidug
hemiclves,an abyfs inthe. bofom of chaos, where Pluto
Weir chief, erected hisempire, and Venus was Lhare adorcd
‘ander. the name of Proferpine, . -

3 ;Tb.:: goddefs, became frantic, fhe Tan a.boqt the mouns
2ains -and valleys, bewailed her children and worfhippers,
and blafphemed agamﬂ Belus..  Adonis heard her.. he left
ahe ¢eleftial regions and came down upon earth ; fhe per=
ceived himat+a diftance, and would have thrown, rherﬁa}fan-
@ the water.te hide herfelf from < his wefcncepbng hat
fiopped ber and. fatdown by her; fhe held down ber head:™
‘mh fharue and confufion and was afraid toleck upon him ;-
finding at luft that he made her no reproach fhe raifed her
¢yes from the ground, but durft notyet £ix them upon bis:
face 2 {he recovered heart by degrees, fhe obfurved him.
ntarky, dhe b@ﬂda}imhpale; .meagre and disfigured; he

had 0o lgnger anysemains of his former beauty; -hewas:
epic:e,d vith woueds and brmﬁ:sr ‘he contintied a. long:
dme fileot, and [he durll oot {paak, ~ar left be faid to: hexs:

: };b,Vemx;, inconffant ‘Venas ! iyau bewail your own mkfcq

:ggs,. -but you are infenfible o mine ? T«»mhat a condition-

- bave you reduced me 2 Fudge.of your guilt by my fieflérs:

ig¢ o (Fhe God of Belus was gaing to. deftsoy you and alk:

xour raceif le.in not foftcned nimz I.came. dovmmuﬁzjf'
upancarth to muke reparation for your offences ag axp& the'i
i memtable laws of the empyream, and to make war with

sk d;e.,mpn@emmhqch,yonr crimes Lave: brought fortha-
& ) 1 have killed ethe :erycm Pgtbon, the Nemcan lion, the:

1 i} Yo thﬁi
g&; My Qﬂmm&mhﬁpbﬁocm Herdales e
>a¢aY; BADES of the middle Gol;, See Difc, \
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Lydra-of Letna witich fprang from your head: wheti ybu be-
camefilfe, the Centauts that'devoured nien, the Cyclops
who forgedthe thuriderbeltsjthic wild boar of Erynianghus
thatwourided me‘with'his murderous tafk, thie Symphalian,
birds that fpoﬂeq ithe fraits of ‘the earth;’ ailﬂ the dragon
" which liad feized ‘the gzrden of H‘efpeha* ‘T hyve driven
them all’ down 4nto’ hell] 478 4m ‘going to purfue ‘them
thithe that - ‘may complete’ my conquelt s« Adonis asHe
uttered thefe words fell intod mortal’ 2oty aftreatii of blodd
gufhed foreh from 'his heartand dyed the watérs of the riv
ver’Thammiz: “Allthé chineﬂdFVenus affembled about
him; Ke opened bis' eyes from ' time to timé; dnd lnapeikd’
thefelwordsivaB igh, Fudpe ofyour puilt bymy fafferirgs §
he continued thus ‘many houts, and at laft explred throagh
an‘excefs ‘of pain: “His foul defeended into hell to deliver
Thefeus; Pmthous, all'the heroes’ vahqm{hed by “Pluto;*
a‘x&d all the s ‘manes: that fuﬂ'ercd in fhofc gloomy habzta—

“Venns bewa.lnd her lovcr for’mne days andmne nmhts s
fhe continded difeonfolate near-the dead body; arid- Could
nottzir herfel€ awa.)l from it.. Being at lengih cxhaalted
with'orief fhe fell into a‘profound fleep, nior “did e pivilke’
dlltherears were ftruck by a Beavenly voice ;' fhé‘looked:
-upand beheld Adonisin the airfurrounded by Al ek ocs,
and:'all the fhadés which lic thad broaght back ! fedh the!
datk dbodes * He had refumed His firlt forhyand this il
tine'beauty’; hie darred updn‘her‘afhé avenly Ty reftore
her ftrength ‘and calm her fpint,  and then faid ‘to her s T
have followed: ?éu, my-dear Urania, ‘T have followed you'
malliyour wanderings; T defeended ¢ mto the moon; upen
carth, and ‘even into hell ‘to' diliver yod and your dxﬂoyal
chxhiren 1 have foffered all that a god can fuffer i i fee-
ing your falfhood and inconftancy ;' ue yau 4ré now o *
lohgerinfenfible” to my love, and T don’t repent of miy fafs <
fexzingsx- “I'leave you, but ny wifdom fhall ‘néver forfike -
ydwif you codmme Emhful tome; farewel; ‘ddar (»}'T'M:a,
you'ean fee me no more till you~be u«ansﬁ)rméd 1ito my‘x- ;
mage, the Gods arc only enamoured ith their oval bead-
ty: | you malt fuffer a thoufand mifecies before this Ippy
X metaqupheﬁs, ROrcan youre-zfca.nd eohcaﬁta.butby the
Siid 398 00 3 L),,, g
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fame way by which you fell from it; youmaft firlbe iz
ped - of yaur terreftrial body by’ fuﬂ'erfntfs'\ ‘difeafes - and
death 5. youhall then rife to the regbnséf‘th% mooh where
you will undergo a (c) ﬁ:cond death'By ‘thie deftfaction of
your aerial body; your puic fpirit, “dnd  difehgaged
from every thing that could ﬁop it, Will Ay away
to the ftars, where you will refume yous former ‘beauty,
but yoa mat at lcngth lofe even that before’ yOU att- trans-
formed into my image. ‘When you have gont’ thefé
three mctau?orpfhofes, expiated your guilt By the phifying
p,uns of cach new transformation, practifed”‘npon ¢arth;
3 the moon and in the flars, all the hunian, heroicand
vine virtues, you fhall afcend with me into the Tublime
gﬁc above the heavens, where you fhall fee the God Bés
,amftbc goddc'fs my mother; virtuc, truth 4nd jultice,
nq ‘as they are hcre belov, bat as tb‘cy exift in himwho
i being itfelf. Fear not‘nng Twill be prefent 'with'you
m,IaQ, t.},m e ﬂatcs, T will hclp you to fup})on yotir fuf
« ferings if ‘yoh never céafd to invoke e : thofe’ ‘of you¥
sbdtigeu wha fhall imit:tc your example fhall
you&o the fieids of Hecate, the reft fhall defeend to
loom ]un_g!om of Piitd; and | bc1h‘cre tormented il
y arc mﬁcd'}' 1 thicir crimes.” T have chained up
’hc beﬁ)nvafd he fhall be' - only” the

i ée. X ﬁ’[ hm'dhbm‘ed Jed-

nihn;nc the' fﬂ&ﬁeewéf the foul;

X cébypurgu*htb fall irrégat
1¢m ;.*’5"-'*’““ ?’7’*’*“'.’.?“’

‘ﬂb

»:Svfnf» SfFshos; ‘alix;ﬁb

9 tum elui c{ns. aut exurgitar

s A ol g . %‘. teﬁ)Po :;E v ;. .

= B hbmi, wmmq eliqmt 1 em ¥

t ‘&nﬁnuﬂmfmpluu:gnm Tttt ooy
" $1o* ommnes ubii mille” rotan volvere per annos, . e b

waeun ad: favium Deus evocat agmine magno
licet immemorts fupera Ut convesd revifene,

- ¥ Amlcvcruo.



OF,CYRUS. B NIL 191
mine times in the purifying waves. of the burning, Acheron,
tlic chilling Stys, theblack Cocytus and the foaming Phle-
geton, shey fhallat length driok the waters of the river
Lethe, which will make them forger all their paft miferics
aud crimes.  When there fhall be nolonger any mortal

- or immortal, in lell, upon carth, or in the planets that is
not purificd and prepared to behold my father, Fwall then
retwin to banifh all evils out of the univerfe, abolith hell,
and re-eftablith harmony throughout all the immenfity of
fpace 3 in the mean time affemble thofe of ybgit_ children who
are willing to follow you, inftitute f=ftivals y hd-,

to..perpetuate the memory of your .unfﬂfﬁ{uﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬂ@ﬂo
my love. S R

. Cyrus was overjoyed to fee that all nations were agreed
‘in the do&rine of the three ftates of the world, the three
forms of the Divinity, and a middle god, who by hi cqn-
flicts and great fufferings was to cxpiate ‘and eXtermi-
nate moral evil, and refforce, innocence and pe’a'ce 1o the
., While he wasyetat Tyre courierscame from Perfia to
inform him that Mandana was dying: T his news dbligf._d
him to fufpend his journey to Babylon, and to leave Phot-
nicia in hafte 2 at parting he embraced the King of Tyre 2
Q Ecnibal ; faid he, I envy neither your Fl c§d~r)£}]1}1§
magnificence ; to be perfectly happy, 3 defire oaly fich a
friend as Amepoplﬂs? ' g?rlgs an?f&r} es thﬂ‘ég: Atabia
Defertaanda part of Chaldea ; they paffed the Tygris fcat
the place where it joins the Euphrates, ;ﬁd_cnﬂixégw ‘?
arrived in a fewdays at the-capital of Perfia. Cyrushal-

rour, and let them be annually cclebrated with ’P'O'r'x"l¥

iy
tened to fee his mother; he found ker dying, and gave
himfelf up to gricf, which he exprefled by the moft. bitter
complaints. TheQueen;being tenderly affected with thefight
of her fon, endeavoured to moderate her afififion by thefe
-words ; comfort yourfelf, “my fon’; fouls never die 5 'they
are only candemned for a_time to animate mot “bodics
that they may expiate the faults they haye comm ¢din a
former ftate: the time of my expiction s at.an end; I
am going to re-afcend to the fphereof firej: there Lihall
_fce Perlcus, Arbaces, Dejoces; Phiaortes, and-alk.the .
VST SRR TRl Dlomsi M heraes
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heroes from whom youare defcended ; Twill tell theg
thizg, you refolve to imitate themis there I flia fee'Caflin=
_ dana, fhe loves: you {till, “death —ch:-i.n‘gers“h He ' fenti<
nients of virtaous. fouls: we fhall b always With- you
though invifible; we will defcend” in"a'clotid and be'your
protedting genii; ‘we will deconpany yot'in the il of -
dangers; “we will engage the Virtdes ‘to attend 'you'’;’ W&
will preferve you from all the errors and yices whigh cor-
rizpt the  hearts of princes: ‘one day ‘your' dominion “will
beexténded; and the'oratles accomplithed s '© my'fon,”
my.dear fon, remember that you’ ought 'to hdve no ' othet
viewcin ‘eonquering ‘nations’than to eltablifh “dmiong thém'
theicmpire of vivuie and reafon. ' As fhe uttered’thefe Tt
words; fhe turned pale; a cold fiveat fpread'itfelf over all
het limbs, “death clofed her-eyes,  and her foul flew away™
taithe’empyream fhe was long lamented by all ‘Perfid, -
and Cambyfes eredied a flately monument to her meriory.”
_ Cymas’s grief wore off only by degrees, and 15 nectflit; 4
_ obligedrhim to apply himfelf to affairs of ftacet *7 =¥ £
- Cambyfes was a religious and pacific Prinice’;’ K g
never been outrof Perfia, the: manners of ‘which® wefe %™
‘nocentiand pure; ‘but auftere and rugged ; he kocw how
ta:ehoofe’ minilters capable of fapplying what was deféc- "
tive inchis own talents; but he fometimes yielded himfelf”
upito blindly:to their condud, froma diffidente of hi
own underfianding: “he prudently Tefolved’ that” Cyrus™
fhouldhimfelfemerinto the adimiimflration of affairs’; [
having fent: forhim onc'day;' faid to him: Yourtrayels;”
_my-fony’ have improved your knowledge, ‘andyou onght * -
to-employ it for the good of your conntry: you are def=
tined nor only to gevern this kingdom, but alfo, onc day,
to give liws to-al Afia; ‘you fhoald fearn becimes the art’
of veigning, ‘a ftudy to which prinées Teldamapphy tiém="’
felves ;- they afCend: the throne | ,oré*ﬁi@»ﬁﬁd{%; e dge
ties of a kingz 1 entruft you with my authority,  dnd ¥l
have you-exercife’it under my" infpeétion; the talents of =
Soranes will not be ufelefs to you, he'is the fon of an able’
minifter, who: fervedsme many years witl fidclity; s
young, but indefatigfble; knowing ‘and “qualificd for aft"”

fortsqfcmpl.?ymcn.as’.. 5 . AR Y ».‘
= . S UndcrA
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. Under, the, government of Cambyfes-this minilter had
found.-it. neceffary, to, appear, virfuous, nay,che thought
himfelf really, fo,.-but bis yirtae had never:been put tothe:
tnial : Soraves did not bimfelf know: the-excefs t which:
his boundlefs ambition could; carsy thim .- When Gyrasiaps:
licd ihimfelf o lcarn the (tate,and condition of Perfia, her;
military {trength, and her interefts both forcign and do<.
mellic, Soraves quickly faw. with concern that he was go+/
ing.to lofe. much of his authority.under a Prince who: had
all the, talents meceffary for governing by himfeHs he<en=]
deayoured 1o capusate  the, mind -of Cyrus, and fludicd:
him a long fime to. difcover his-weaknefies:. /Fhe young
Prince wasnot infenfible to praife,- but he loved to:deferve:s
ity he had a tafte for pleafure, but he wasnot-a/{laveto:
it he did not diflike magnificence, but he could refufe!
himfelf every thing rather than opprefs his people;:-thushe:
was, inacceflible. to flatterys and. proof agaiaft voluptaoufi-
nefsrand pomp:. Soranes perceived that there was no means
to prefcrve his eredit with Cyrus, -but by making himfelfo
neceflary, to. him by his capacity . he difplayed all his ta-
lents both in publick and private councils ;- he:fhewed thata
he. pofifled the fecrets of the wife(t policy, -and atthes
fame trime could enter into that fort, of defasl in.bulinéfs;.s
the knowledge of which.is: one.of the chief qualificitions
of aminiller ; he, prepared and, digefted; maters withia 4
much. grder. and. clearnefs that he left his:maler itk 100
do, Any. other prince iwould hase beencharmod td feed!
hifclf excufed from all appligation;to bufivefs:; bite Gy«
rusrefolved to fee every thing with his own-eyes3 he had
a confidence. in his, fathee’s, miniflers; but he would mot. s
* blindly yield-him{cf up to.their counfele,: Whn Soranesis
perecived that the Prince would himfelf fee cvery thing oo
the bottom, e, fndied to. throw.obfcurity. over the moftic
imparran affairs, . that he smight make himfelf yet morg me-l:t
ceffarys, Cyrus obferved the crafiy condudt of this dbleandsis
jealous minifter, and managed. himwith:fo'muchdchcacysd
that he. drew from him, by degrees what e cadeavouredo®
fo artfully to.conceal. - When. the Prisee-thought himfelf -
fufficiently inftradted,. he et Soranes Fee: thiat. heavoud
himfelf be his father’s firft minifter; and-in-thissmamner -
Lall LT S
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moderated the authority of that favourite without giviug
hing any jult caufe of complaint. The ambitious Sorarfts
was neverthelefs offended at the Prince’s: conduct, and
could not, without mortal uncafinefs, fee the fall of his
credit and that he was no longer neceffary; this was the-
firlt fource of his difcontent, which migat have proved fa-.
ral to Cy¥us if virtue and prudence had not preferved him
fromits effects. s

Perfia had for fome ages been in fubjedtion to Media,
but upon’the marriage of Cambyfes with Mandana, it had
been fhipulated that the King of Perfia fhould for the fu-
ture pay only a [mall anpual tribute as a mark of homage.
From that time the Medes and Perfians bad lived in per-
fect amity till the jealoufy of Cyaxares kindled the fire of
difcord, ‘The Median Prince was inceffantly calling to mind
with vexation the-oracles which were fpread abroad con-
cerning the future conquefts of young Cyrus; he confi-
dered him as the deftroyer of his power, and imagined
already that he faw him entering Ecbatan to dethrone him; -
he was every moment foliciting Aftyages to prevent thofe
fatal prediGtions, weaken the ftrength- of Perfia, and re-
duceit to its former dependance. Mandana, while fhe liv-
ed; had o dexteroufly managed her father as to hinder
an open rupture between him and Cambyfes: butas foon
as the was dead, Cyaxares renewed his folicitations with
‘the Median Emperor. - i

Cambyfes was informed of Cyaxares’s defigns and fent
Hyftafpes to the court of Ecbatan, to reprefent to Aftya-
ges the danger of mutually weakening each other’s power,
while the Affyrians, their common enemy, were forming
_ fchemes to extend their domination over all the Faft. Hyf-
tafpes, by his addrefs, puta flop to the execution of Cy-
axares’sprojeds, and gained Cambyfes time to make his
preparations o cafe of a rupture. - The Prince of Media
feeing that the wife counfds of Hyftafpes were favourably
" ‘liftencd to by his father, and that there Was no means
foddenly to kindle a war, attempted by other ways to
weaken the poweriof Perfia: being informed of Sorares’s |
cifecntent, he endéavoured to gain himby anoffer of the |
firft dignities in the empive. Sorancs at firlt was fhocked | |

z ) ! at
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at the /very-thought;-but being afterwards deceived by
Dis refentment, he knew not himfelf the fecret motives up-
‘an whichihe adted s his heart wis not yet become infen-
{ible-tonirtue, -but his lively imagination transformed ob--
jedts, -and reprcfemed them to him in the colours neceflury

. 10 Hlatten his-ambition ;- at length he got the better of alk
wremorfe; by rcafomnn with himfelf,” that Gyaxates wonld
one day be his Llwtul Emperor, and that Cambyfes was
but-a tributary malter. “Fhere is nothing which we cannot
‘perfuade ourfelves to think when blinded and drawn away
by (trong palions. ‘Thus he entred by degrees into'a clofe
correfpondence with Cyaxares, and fecrety employed
all means to render: Cyrus s admmxﬂ’rauon odwus o thc
Perfians.: *

~ Cyrus had - lax{ed Arafpes to thc ﬁr& dxgnmgs ia thc
army,. upon acceunt of his capacity and talent for war;
bur he would not bring him into the {fenate, becaufe it was
aglaw in Berfia that no ftranger thould fit in the [uprcma:
-council, -+ Fhe  perfidious  Soranes - neverthelefs preﬁld

“he young - Prince to infringe this law, knowing that it
would be a fare nicaps to excite the Jcaloufy'of the Sa- -
trapes,-and to-flir them up againft Cyas. “You have need,
faid he to him, of a map like Arafpes in.your councilz T .
“know that good pelicy and.ourrulesforbid the mt;uﬂma
of (trangers awish the command of-anarmy asd the fgcrqs
of {tate at the fame time; but a priscg . mayidifpente with
athe laws whes he can fulfil'the nteption. of, thﬂm:by more

_fare and eafy ways,s and. hie ought never to.be;the flave of
“rales-and caltoms: men ‘ordinarily adt cither from ambition
sor-intereft; load Avafpes with dignities and riches; by
that means you- will make Perfia his country: and will
- have.no reafon to.doubt his fidelity.: Cyrus vas not aware
‘:wwanvss.,feaexdcﬁgn, but he loved juftice too well to

wdepartitomis, Lam pcxfuadcd, -anfwered the Prince, of
_the.fidelity and, capagity of Arafpes; T love him fincere-
Ay, buethouphmy. fricndthip were capﬂbl& of making me
bicak thedaysan his favour, he is too mach amchcd to
me ever-tosaceepr @ dignity, -which might excite the jea-
. loufy of the Pqﬁgﬂs, and. gwethem caufc o think sha 1
: Was

< ,‘-~. 5
. -
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was infliienced by particalar inclination and friendfhip in af-

fairsof ftate. 13072 X
“Soranés, having in vain attempted to‘engage  Cyrus to

take this falfe flep, endeavoured to furprize: hiyanother

way, andto create a mifuriderftanding between! dim: and

his fathier ;- he artfully made him obfervé the Kinp’s im= -

perfections, his want of capacity and genius; and the ne-
ceffity of purfuing other maxims than his. - The mild and
peacéable government of Cambyfes, faid he to the Prince,
1s' incompatible’ with noble views; if you content yourfelf
like'him with'a pacific reign; how will'you Become a con-
queror? Cyrus''made no other” ufe of thefeinfinuations
than'to avoid the rocks upon which Cambyfes had fplic he
did ‘pot: leffen his deference and fubmiflion: to his father
whom he tenderly loved; He refpected him even in his
failings, which he endeavouredto conceal: he did nothing
without his orders, but confulted himin fuch a manner,
as at the fame time to give him a jult notion of  things ; -he
frequently difeourfed with him;in’ private, .that! the King
 might be able to decide in public. Cambyfes had judgment
enough to diftinguith and made himfelf mafter of the ex-
cefent advices of his fon, who employed the fuperiority of
his gentus only to make his father’s commands refpected,
and never difplayed. his talents but to ftrengthen the King’s
authority ' fo admirable a behaviour greatly increafed Cam-
byfes’s affe@ion and efteem for-him, and his confidence in
hini; the: Prinee never abufed it, but continued: the fame
condu&, in which he thouglit he did nothing more than
s iy o e e N e ‘
* Soranes, ‘enraged to fee all his fchemes fruftrated, en-
deavoured fecretly to raife a-diftruft in the minds of the Sa-
trapes, as if the Prince would incroach uper their rights and
uin their authority ; and in’ order to< augment their jea-
foufy, he endeavoured to infpire Cyrus with defpotic prin-
cples. ~ You are deftined by the gods, faid he, to {tretch
your empire one day over all the Faft; in order to a happy
exccution of this defign you fhould accuftom the Perfians
to a blind obedience ; captivate the Satapes by dignitics
and pleafures; put.them under a neceflity of frequenting
Your court f they would partake of your fayours; get the
ik foye-
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fovereign authority by degrees into, your owh hands;, a- ;
Uridge the rights of the fenate, leave it only the puvilege
of givingyowcounfel : a prince fhould not abufe his power,
but heiought never o fhare it withvhis fubjects; moparchy
isithe-moft perfe& kind of government;. the true {trength

- ofa ftate, decrecy in councils and edpedition in enterprizes,
depend upon the fovereign power’s being lodgedina fingle
perfor.:-a petey republic may fubfift under the govern-
mentof many heads, but great empires can be formed on-
ly by the abfolute authority of ones other principles are
the chimerical ideas of weak minds, who are confcious of
their want of capacity to execute greatdefigns, . <

The Prince was fhocked at this difccanfe, but conceal-
ed his indignation out of pradence, and dextroufly break-
ing off the coaverfation, . lef#:Soranes in a perfuafion that
he relithed bis maxims. As foon as Cyrus was alone, he
made deep refledtions onall that had paffed; ke called to
mind the condu& of Amafis, and begae to fufpedt Soranes’s
fidelity; -hie had not indeed any certain proofs of his perfi-
dioufnefs; but a man who had the boldnefs to fuggelt to
him fuch counfels feemed very dangerous at leatt, though
he thoald not be a traitor. ‘The young Prince by degrees
excladed this niatlter from the {ecret of afuirs, and fought
for pretences to remove him from about his perfon, yet
without doing any thing to affront him openly.  Sopancs
quickly pevceived this change, and carried his refeatment
to the laltextremities; he perfuaded himfclf that Arafpes
was going to:be put in his place, thar Cyrus interded ta
make him{elf abfolute mafter in Perfia, and that this was
the Prinec’s-fecret view i diftiplining his troops with fo
much cxadtnefs. « ‘Fhe jealoufy and anbition of Sorancs
blinded him: to fucha degree, that he imagired he did in's
dutyinpra&ifing the blackelt treafons. He informed C; -
asarcsiof ‘all that pafled in Perfia; the augmentanon of
her forees, “the: preparations which-were making for, war;
and'Cyrus's defisn of excending his empire over all the
Eaft, under pretext of accomplithing certain pretended o=
racles by which he impofed apon the people. | Cyaxares
made advantage of thefe advicesto alirm Aftyages, cnd+o
infinuate uneaflnefs and diftruft into his mind; Hyftafpes

; : By Bt was
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was ordered away from the court of Ecbatan, and the Em-
perer threatned Cambyfes with a bloody war, if he did
not confent to pay: the .ancient tribute, and return to the
fame dependance from which Peifia had been fet free, up-
on bis marfage with Mandana: Cambyfes’s refufal was the
fignal of the war, and prepatations were made on both -
Aides (@) ; 5 G i ¢

In-the mean while Soranes endeavoured to corrupt the
chief aflicers ‘of the army and.weakcen their courage, by
intinaating that.Aftyages was their lawful Emperor, that
the ambitious defigns of Cyrus would ruin their country,
and that they could never make head againit the Median
woops; who wordd overwheln: them with numbers.  He
contnued likewife to encreafe the diftrult of the fenators,
by ertfully {preading a rumour among them, that Cyrus
andertook ¢this war dgwinit his grandfather, only to weaken
their authority; and to ufurp an abfolute power. He con-
celed all his plets: wichfuch art, that it wassalmolt impofs
fibls to difcover them; every thing he faid was with {a
piich cautios, that there was ne fecing ifito his fecret in=
tentions ; nay there were certain moments in which he did
sot fee them himfeif, butthougkt he was fincere and zea-
fous for the public good: his firft remorfes returned from
time to time, but he flifled them by perfuading himfclf
that the Ul defigns heimputed to the Prince were real.
Cyrus was quickly informed of the murmurs of the peo-
ple; the army was ready to revolt, it was doubtful whe-
ther the fenate would give the neceffary {ubfidies, and the
Emperor of the Medes was upon the pointof entring Per-"
fia at the head of fixty thoufand men: the Punce was in’
the greatcft grief to {ec the cruel extremities to which hie
father was reduced, and the neceflity of taking arms a-
gainit his grandfather. R T o a
Cambyles obferving the Prince’s ftruggles between na-

tare and dury faid to him, You know, my fon, all that I
“have done to ftifle the firft feeds of our differences ; I have
faboured towno purpofe; the war is inevitable; our coun-
@ ought to be preferred to our family 5 hitherto you have
e ol ol ST Rd TR e e aflitted
() Xenophon has foppreed this @ar, ‘but Herodotus and o-
ther hiftorians znention it.  See M. Freret’s Letter.
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a%ifted me in bufinefs by your prudence. you ruft' now
give proofs of your courage: would my age allow 'ms to
appear at the head of our trdops, yet my prefénee would
be neccflaty Here to Reep the people’in awe; go; my fon,
go and fight for your country; ﬂrcwyourfclf the defender
of its liberty, as well as the preferver of its laws ;' fecoud
the defigns of heaven, render your™If worthy to accom-
plifh %5 oracles; begin by delivering Perfia before you
think of extending your conquefls; let the nations fee the
effelts of your courage, and admire your moderation in
the midft of your triumphs; - that they may not hereaftcr

 fear your viftories. Cyrué, encouraged by the maghani-

mous fentiments of Cambyfes, and sided by the counfels
of Harpagts and Hyftafpes, two generals of equal experi-
¢nce, formed an army of thifty thoufand men, compofed
of conimanders, with whoft fidelity he was well acquainted,
and veteraa troops of known bravery.  As foon asall pre-
paratiofis wers made, they began by facrificesand other
religious ritesy Cyrus after this drew up his troops in a
((r,xcious plain near the capital, affembled the fenate and
the Satrapes, and with a fweet and majeflic air thus ha-
rangued the officers of his army.

\Var is not lawful when it is not ncccﬂ'dry, that which
we at prefent ‘undertake is not to fatisfy ambition or the
defire of ‘domimation, but to defend our libertics: it is
true our enemies underftand military dicipline, and they
furpafs'us i number ; but they arefoftened by luxury and
a long peace; your fouls are full of-that noble ardour
_which makes men defpife death when they are to fight for
liberty ; your fevere hfe has accuftomed you to fatigue;
nothing i impoffible to thofe whom no sufferings nor diffi-
cult ‘enterptizes can dithearten: -as for me, I will diftin-
guifh. myfelf from you in nothing but in léading e way
throagh labours and dangers; all our: pmfpmurs and all
our misfortupes fhall hereafter be common. - He then turn-
¢d to'the {enators, and with a ficrce' and fevere counte=
nance faid, Cambyfes is notignorant of the intrigues atthe
court of Ecbatan, to fow jealoufy and diftruft in your
minds; heknows that you hefitate abour giving hin-fobii-
dics, but having forefeen the war he his tzhen his pre-
: ; e 22 Cats
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ca.utions,i one battle will decide the fate of Perfia, he doe;
not want your afliltance: however, remember that the 1¥-
herty of your country is at prefent in queftion: is not this
iherty more fecare in the hands of my fatheryour lawful
Prince, thanin thofe of the Emperor of the Medes, who
holds all the neighbouring kingsin atributa?y dependance? 1f
Cambyies fhould be vanquithed, your privileges are loft for
ever; if he prove victorious, they will be preferved o you,
wnlefs youforce the juftice of a Prince, whom you have in-
cenfed by your fecret cabals, to deprive you of them.
“Fhe Priace by this difconrfe intimidated fome, confirmed 0~

© thers ja their duty, and united all in one defign of con-

“ zributimg to'the prefervation of their country. Soranes ap-

N

peared more zealous than any, and cameitly requefted toy

bave fome command in-the army: but as Gyrus had not

concealed from Cambyfes his juft fufpicions of that mini-

iter, the King did not fuffer himfelf ro be impofed upon by

appearances; under pretext of. providing for the {ecurity
of the capral, he kept him near his perfon, but  gave

orders to watch his condud ; fo that Soranes was a prifo-

ner without perceiving it. -

Cyrus having learnt that ‘Aflyages had marched his
troops throagh the deferts of Ifaus in order to enter Per-
‘fia, preventedhim by a moft furprifing diligence 5 “he crof
ted over craggy mountains, the paffes of which he fecared,
and pained the plains of  Pafagarda by fuch routs as
would have been impra&icable to any other than an army
ac-uftomed to fatigne, and conduéed by {o active and vi-
sitant 2 peneral.  Cyrus feized the moft advantageous
poils, and encamped pear a ridge of meuntains whichde-
fended him on one fide, fornfying himfelf on the other
by a deuble entrenchment. - Aftyages quickly appeared,
and cncamped in the fame plain pear alake, and the two
awmiics continved in fight of cach other for feveral days, -
£yrus could netwithout great concern Jook forward to the
confequences of a war again(t his grandfather, and there--
fore emplayed this time in fending to Aftyages’s camp a
Sutrap, numed Artwoafus; whe fpoke to the Emperor. in
the filowing manngr s (yras; your grandfon, has an ab-

Lorence of the war whigh he has been forced to under-

g ; : take
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take againft you: he has negle&ed nothing to prevent it,
nor will refufe any means to'put an end to it; he ic not
deafto the voice of nature, but he cannot facrifice the Ii-
berty of the Perfians ; he would willingly reconcile by an
honourable treaty the love of his country with filial affe&ti-.
on; he isin a condition to make war, but at the famc time
is not athamed ro afk peace.. The Emperor, ffill irritat-
ed by Cyaxares, perfiltedin his firlt refolation, ‘and Arta-
bafus returned without fucceeding in his negotiation.

Cyrus feeing himfelf reduced to the neceflity of hazar-
ding a battle; and knowing of what importance it is, in
- affuirs of war, to deliberate with many, to decide with
few, and to exccute with fpeed, affembled his principal
.officers and heard all - their ~opinions ;. he*then took his
refolution, which he communicated only to Hyftafpes and
Harpagus.  The day following he caufed a rumour to be
{pread. in:the army of the encmy, that he iatended to re-
tire, not daring to engage with unequal forces. Before
*e\lcﬁ the camp he ordered the ufual facrifices to be of-
fered ; he made libations of wine, and all the chief officers
did the fame : he gave for the word, Alythras the con~
duftor and favigur, and then mounting his horfc command-
ed every man to his poft.  The foldiers cuiraflcs were
compolfed of plates of 1ron of divers colours, and like the
{cales of fith ; their cafqucs were of brafs, adorned with-
- ‘a great white feather ; over their fhields, made of willow
twigs interwoven, hung their quivers ; their darts were
fhort, their bows long, their arrows made of canes, and
_ their fcymitars hang upen their right thighs. - The royal
_flandard was a golden eagle with its wings expanded ;
the Kings of Perfia have ever fince had the fame.

. Cyrus decamped by night, aod advanced in the plains

of Pafagarda ; . Aftyages, imagining that "the Prince fied
before him,made hafte to come up with him by fun-rifing ;
Cyrus on a fudden drew up his army in order of battle,
and only twelve deep, that the javelins and darts of the
Iaft rank might reach the enemy, and that all the parts
might {upport and affift each other without confufion: he
chofe out of each battalion a {#eét company, of which-he
formed 2 rdangular Phalanax, after ghe mpaoner of thic

g s Grecks;

~
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Greeks ; he placed this body of referve behind his army,
commanding it not to fhir till he himfclf fhould give ex-
prefs ordérs. The plain was covered with duft and fand,
and the Botth-wind blew hard. Cyrus by whechng a little
pofted his army fo_advantageoufly, that thie 1ifing duft was
driven full in the faces of the Medes, and favoured his
{tratagem ; Harpagus commanded the right wing, Hy-
ftafpes the left, Arafpes the centre, and Cyrus was prefent
every where. The army of the Medes was compofed of
feveral fquare batalions thiity decp, all flanding clofe to
be the more impenetrable ; in the front were the chariots,
with great fcythes faftened to the axletrees. -

Cyrus ordered Harpagus and Hyftafpes to éxtend the
two wings by degrees, in order-to inclofe the Medes.
While he was fpeaking he heard a clap of thunder: we
follow thee, great Oromazes, cried he, and in the fame
inftant began the hymn of battle, to which all the troops
anfwered with loud fhouts, invoking the god Mythras.
Cyrus’s army prefentedit’s front in a ftrait line to deceivey .
Altyages; but the centre marching flower, and the wings
fafter, the whole was foon formed intoa crefcent.” The
Medes broke through the firft ranks of the centre, and ad-
vanced to the laft; they began already to cry, vitory !
but then Cyrus advanced with his body of referve, while
Harpagus and Hyfta{pes furrounded the enemy on all fides,
and the battle was renewed. The triéngulhpl’halanx of
the Perfians pierced the battalions of the Medes, and
turned afide their cHariots : Cyriis, mounted o1 a foaming
{teed, flew from rank tnmn;k . the fire of his eyes anima-
ted the foldiers, apd the ferenity of his'countenance ba-
nithed all fear ;. in the heat of battle he was aftive, calm
and préfent to himfelf; he fpoke to fome, encouraged o-
thrs by Ggns, and kept every oncinhispofte  The Medes
being (?t,'xr'roundcd on all fides were attacked  in front, in
rear and in flank ; the Perfians clofe in upon themand cut
them in pieces ; nothing was heard but the clathing of
arms andthe groans ofthe dying ; fireams of blood cove-
red the plain; defpaw, rage and cruelty fpread flaughter
and d¢ath every where: Cyrus alone felta gencrous pity ;

e - - > gt ; Aﬁ)’a-
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Altyages and Cyaxares being taken prifoners, he gave or=
ders to found a tetreat and putanend to'the battle.
Cyaxaresinflamed with rage and with all the paflions that
take hold of a proud mind when fallen from its hopes,
would not {ee Cyrus: he pretended to be wounded, and
-fent to afk permifiion to retarn to Ecbatan, to which Cyrag
confented, © Altjiages was conducted with pomp to the
capital of Perfia, ot like a ‘conquered Prince, but likea
victorious one : being no longer importuncd by the evil
counfels of hisfon, hemade a peace, and Perfia was de-
clared a free kingdom for ever; this was  the filt fervice
that Cyrus did his country.  The fuccels of ‘this war, fo -
contrary to_the expe&ation of Soranes, opeuned hisieyes. -
Had the event been anfiverable to his defires, he would
“ {lill have continued in his perfidioufnefs; bur finding that
his projects were difconcerted, and: that it was impoflible
to conceal them any longer, he fhrunk with horror to be-’
- ~hold-the dreadful ‘condition into which he had brought
himfelf, the crimes he had committed, and the certain dif
_ grace which would follow : nat able to endure this pmfpcét,
Te fell into defpair, killed himfelf, and lefe a fad example
to pofterity of the exceffes to which boundlels ambition
may carry the greatelt genius’s, cven when their hearts
are not entrely corrupted,  After his death Cyrus was
informed of all the particalars of his treachery. The
Prince, without applauding himfclf for having early fecn -
into the charatter of this minifter, beheld with conccrn,
and lamented the unhappy condition of man, who often
lofes all the fraits of his & and Jometimes precipitates
himfelf into the sreateft crimes, by giving way to an un-
raly imagination and a blind paffion. . it
* As foon as the peace was concluded Altyages returned
into his own dominions. = After his departure Cyrus: af-
fembled the fenators, Satrapes and all the heads of the
- people, and faid to them, in the name of the king: my
father’s arm¢ have fet Perfia free from all foreign depend-
ance.. He might now, with a vitorioas army at his de-
vation, deftroy your-privileges, and govern with abfolure
authority ; but he abhors fuch maxirhs : itis only under
the empirc of Arimanus that force alorde prefides; Princes
. osie Siae 5 e iiate

~
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are theimages of the great Oromazes, and ought to imi-
tate his condud ; his fovereign reafon s the rule of his
will: how wife and jult focver Princes may be, they are
ftill but men,and confequently have prejudices and paflions 3
nay were they exempt from thele they -cannot fee and
hear every thing; they. have need of faithful counfellors
to inform and afiift them. = ’Tis thus that Cambyfes re-
folves to govern; he will referve no more power than is
neceflary to do good, and choofes to have fuch reftraints
as may hinder him from doing ill : fenators, banifh your
fears; lay afide your diftrufts§ recognize your king: he
preferves all your rights to you: affit him in making the
Perfians happy; he defires’ to reign over free children,
and not over flaves. At thefe words joy was diffufed
through the whole affembly. - Seme cried out, Is not this
* the god Mythras himfelf come down from the empyream
to renew the reign of Oromazes ? Others, diffolved in tears,
were unable to {peak: the old men looked on him as—their
fon, the young men calledhim father; all Perfia feemed
but ‘onc family. Jt was thus that Cyrus avoided all the
foates of Soranes, triumphed overthe plots 6f Cyaxares,
and reftored liberty to the Perfians : he never had recounrfe
“ to cowardly artifice, or mean difimulation unworthy of
great fouls.

Altyagesdied foon after his rétum to Ecbatan, and left
the empire to Cyaxares. Cambyfes forefeeing that the
tarbulent and jealous {pirit of that Prince would {con ex-
¢ite new diftarbancgs;. refolve cek an alliance with the
Affyrians. - The Emperor o ia and the king of Ba-
bylon had been for an hundred years paft the two rival
- ‘powers of theeafty they were costinually endeavouring to
weaken each ‘other in order to bécome malfters of Afia.
Canibyfes, ‘who knew his fon's iabilities, propofed to'him
that he fhould go in perfon to the court of Nabuelodenofor,
to treat with Amyus, the wife ofthat Prince and fifter of
Mandana ; fhe governed ‘the' kingdom during the king's
madnefs. * Cyrus ‘had bcen hindred from going thither
fome years before by-his mother’s ficknefs : he was exceed-
ingly pleafed with aJournty to Babylon, not only that he
mught ferve his cquntry, but that he might likewife have

- RSV

-
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an opportunity of converfing with the Hebrews, whofe o=
racles (as he had'learned from' Zoroafter) consained pre-
diétions of His fature greatnels; and hehad no lefs defire
to fee thic miferable condition of king Nabuchodonofor, the
reportof which-was fpread overall the Eaft. Having filled
the couneil and {énate with mea of approved loyalty and
capacity, he loft Perfia, croffcd Sufiana, and foon arrived
at Babylon. ¢ -0 R

TR NETLS:
e ey fae o

EIGHTHBOOK.

AsyLrow, the feat of the Affyrian monarch, had been

B founded by Semiramis, but Nabuchodonofor had gi-
wen it ie’s principal beauties. | This: conqueror after long
and difficule wars, finding himfelfin perfect tranquillity, ap-
plicd his thoughts to make his capital one of the wonders
of the world, Ttiwas fituated in a vaft plain, watered by
the Euphrates; the canals eut from this river made the
fruitfulnefs of the (il fo great, thatit yielded the king as
much as the half ofhis empire. (2) The walls ofthe city
were built of large brick, cemented togetherwith bitamer;.
or a flime rifing out of the earth, which in time became
harder than marble; they were fifty cubits thick, two
‘hundred high, and formed a perfeétiquare twenty leagues
in compafs ; anhundred and fifty towe=s, raifed ac ccr:;\’?
{a) See. Herod. Bib. z, Diod, Sic.Jib. 2. Q- Curt. lib. 5. and
Prdeaux. = = <

.

-
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“into a kind of madnefs; |
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diftances upon thefe macceflible walls; commanded all the.
country round about; an hundred gates of brafs regularly
difpofed opened to an innumerable maltitude of people of
all nations ; fifty great ftreets traverfed the city: fromfide
tofide, and by ciofling each other formed above fix hun-
dred large divifions; in which were ftately palaces, delight-
ful -gardens and ‘magpificent  fquares. The FEuphrates
fowed through the middle of Babylon, and over thet river,
was a bridge built with furprizing art; at i’s.two extre-
mities were. two palaces, the old one to the caft, the new
one to the weft; near the old palace was the temple of
Belus, from the center of this building rofe a pyramid fix
handred foot high,-and compofed of eight towers ‘one
above another ; from the top of this pyramid the Ba-
bylonians ebferved the' motions of the flars, which was
their faveurite ftudy, -and by which they made themfclves
famous in other nations, - At the other end of the bridge
{tood the new palace, which was cight miles in circuit;
ivs*famous “hanging gardeps, which were {o many large
terrafles one above another, rofc like an amphitheatre to
the height of the city walls; the whole mafs was fupport-
ed by divers arches built upon other -arches, all covered
‘with broad ftones'firongly cemented, and over them was

firlt a Jayer of reed mixed with bitamen, then two rows

of bricks, sand over thefe-thick: fheets of lead, which made

- the whole impenctrable ta rain o1 any moifturc : tlie mould

which covered all wasof that derth as to bave 1oom e-
nough for the greareft trees to take rootin it; in thefe
gardens were long walks, hichiran asfar as the eye could
veach’s bowers, green plots and flowe 1Kinds ; canals,

bafons and aquacduéls to water and ador his pliice of de-
JieGtion of all the beauties

of natare andart.

focn by his genius, |

imagined bimfelf transformed
: -and mad all theifiercenefs of one. As foon
as: Gyrus “was arriycd at>Babylon, he went to fee Queen
‘Amyus: this Princefs had for near feven years been plun-
2 el T S ged
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ged in a deep faduefs 5 -burfhe was begioning to modurate
ber grief, becanfe the Hebrews, who were then captives
in thecity, had promifed her that the King fhould be cured
in a few days. The Queen was waiting that happy mo-
ment with great impaticoce ; the \mn&he had feen

- performed by -Daniel made her confide o whar he fud.
Cyrus, from a refpe@ful confideration of the affiiction of
Ampytis, avoided fpeaking to her concerning the principal
defign of his joumcy s be was fenfible that it was not a fa-
vourable conjumturc to treat of political affeirs, and wait-
ed for the King’s cure, though with hittle hopes : in the
mean while heendeayoured to fatisfy his curiofity touching
the religion and mannérs of the Hraclites. Daniel was
not then at Babylon, but was gone to vifit and confole the -
Hebrews difperfed throughout Affyria.  Amytis' made
Cyrus acquainted with an illuftrious Hebrew named Flea-
zar: the Prince being informed that the people of God
did not look apon the kmg s frenzy as a natural diftemper,
buras a punithment from heaven, defired the IiLbIL‘V
philofopher to tell himthe reafos of it,

Nabuchodonofor, faid the Hebrew Sage, being hd a-
way by impious men who were about him, came at length
tofuch an excels of irreligion, that he biafphemed agaxﬂf’c
The Mzf? High; acd to crows bis impicty, be creéled a
polden ftatue “of an enormos fize i in the plain of Dura, and
commaaded that itfhould be'adored by all the nations he
had fubdued. He was admonithed by divine dreanss,
that he fhould be punithed for his idelatry and pride
this life: a Hebrew pamed Daniel, a man famous for
fcience, virtue and hisknowledge of futarity, exphined to
him thofc dreams, and denounced God’s judgments which
were ready to fall upon him. The words of the Prophet
made at firft fome impreflion upon the king's mind; but
being furrounded by profane men 'who defpifed the heaven-
ly powers, be negleQed the divine admonision, ard gave
himfclf up anew to his impiety. At the end of the year,
while he was walking in his gardens, admiring the beauty
of his own works, the fplendor of his gory, and the greae-
ncfs of his empire, he exalted himfelf ibove hnmamn-, and
bwdmc an idolater of his own proud imagiaatiois. Fe
u “- heard



308 THE TRAVELS

heard avoice fiomheaven, fiying, O king Nabuchodons-
for, to thee itis fpoken, the kingdam is departed fromithée,
and they f‘mll drive thee from men; dbd thod “fhalr eat
grafs as the bealls of the field: HHf feven yedts z;é’ﬁ'lﬂ'cd ‘
unnl thou Fthat /e Nloft High ralechiover alk the -
ngdoms 6Fthe tiverfe; dnd giverh them towhomfoever:
he will. ~ Tn the fame hour was the thing fulfilled and his
reafon' was taken fronybim ; ‘he was feized withz frenzy

"~ -and with fits of ragmg ofs'y it ‘am the V,atfdmp‘ted to
hold him by chains ;
“into the mountains and-plams, rmnﬁghk‘e‘a ioh3 1o onc
. can approach him Without ranoing the hazard of bdmg1om
in pieces. * He hadno repofe not intervals of reafon ex-
cept one dayin’ “the Week, which i the ‘Sabbach (4); he
ther 5 s which fiould ﬁhke th‘t: impibus th
i 'It IS 'now”a]rﬁo'f{“f’xe" 1

i fok‘Be fﬁymp, m: d. the
Ifee ﬁﬁtmﬁ!r but ﬁld ex-
e ;

cadfui emé‘xp’c
ants and ufur-

Mepalt “and- 2% ¢h . quoted by Yoﬁpbus ‘Ant, hb Ak o
-.c:;)- 73 and by E.uﬂ.o Jr,ep Bv.mg lib. o. cap 4o
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The words of Nabuchodonofor augmented the young
Prince’s refpe for the Dity, and redoubled his defire of
being fully Jnftruded in the religion of the Flebrews; he
{iequently faw Eleazar, and by degrees contracted a clofe »
fricadihip with+him. The Etcrnal being watchful over,
Cyms, whom he had choten to bring about the deliverasce ©
ct liis pegple, thought fic to prepare:him by his converfa~
tion with the Hebrew fage, to receive foon dfter the in-
{irudtions of the prophet Danick. Ever lince the captivity
of the 1ffaclites, the Hebrew dodars, who were difperfed
in the feveral nations, had applicd themfelves to the fudy
of the profune feiences, -and endeavour ta reconcile religion
with philofophy: in order thercto they embiaced or for-
foole the liveral fenfe of the fucred books, according as it
faired with theirnotions, or was repugnant te them's they
canght that the Hebrew traditions were often folded up in
allegories, according tostie Fallern cultomn, but they pre-
tended to explidn them; and this was what gave rife af-
terwards to that famous fe@ among the Hebrews called
the Allegorilts.  Eleazar was of the number of thofe phi-
lofophers, and was with reafon cftcemed one of the great-
¢t gentus’s of hisage; he was verfed inall the foiences of
. the Chaldeans and Egyptians, and had held feveral dif-
 pates with the Faflern magi, to prove that the rcligion of
the Hebrews was not only the moft ancient, but the moft
_conformable to reafon, Cyrus having divers times dif-
- courfed with Eleazar upon allhe had learned in Perfia, E-
aypt and Greece, concerning the great revohutions which
had happenedin the usiverfe, defired bim one day to ex-
- plin to him the dofrine of *the Hebrew philofophers,
~gencerning the thiee fates of the world, Hege o
. (&) We adore, anfwered Elcazar, but ove only Ged,
wafinite, eternal, immenfe: he Tus defined himfelf, He
WHo 18, to denote, that he exills of himfelf, and that
all other beings exift only by him: being rich by the riches
of hiscown nature, and happy by his own fupreme felicity,
he bad no negd 1o produce other fubtances to augment
his giory 3 neverthefs, by a poble and free effort of his
beneficonr will, heliis ercarted divers orders of intelligen-
L7 4 P Y TRl et L CHNG e o
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with pride, the fccond debafed themfelves by fenfualitr.
Upon this there happened a great revolution in the heavens ;
the fphere of the Cherubim became a dark chaos, where
thofe unhappy. intelligences deplare, without confolation
their loft felicity. The Ifchim being lefs gailty, becaufe
they had.finn’d through weaknefs, were lefs feverely pu-
nifhed : “that they might forget their foomer flate, God
fufered them to fall into a kind of lethargy or fatar infen-
fibility, from which they awake only to enter fucceflively

into mortal bodies: the organic moulds of all human bo-

dics were fhutup in that of Adam, and the arder ‘of genc-
ration ‘was eftablithed s each foul awakens in fuch a body,

and in fuch time, place and circamftance as fuit beft with -

the decrees of eternal Wildom: the earth changed its
form, it was no longer a garden of delights, but a place
‘of banithment and mifery, where the continual war of the
elemenss fubjeed men to difealés and death. ~ This is the
hidden meaning of the great Hebrew Jaw-giver, wheo he
fpeaks of the terreﬁ'rinl‘par‘adife, and of the fall of our firlk
. parents, Adam does nat reprefent one fingle man, butall
* amapkiad. (/) Every nation has its allegorics, and we bave
‘ours: thofe who do not comprehend them look upon our
'hx?!'or&()f the forbidden fruit and of the fpeaking ferpent as
- fables more abfiud than the mythology of the Perfians,
:_Egyptizms,and Greeks cencerning the fall of Anmanius,
the rebellion of Typhon, and the golden apples in the

‘garc penides: all thefeallegories are founded up-

me tradition more or Iefs difguifed.  The weak
%:')dl ant in every religion ftick to the letter which kills,
_andithe impious feoff atit; but neither the ane nor the o-
 sher uaderftand the fpirit which gives life.

e

s being once difimited from their arigio had o
Jonger any fixed principle of union ; the order of genera-
tion, matudl wants and felf-love became bere below the

: ;;}lg bonds of our tranficnt fodiety, and took the place of
: e

e, S nd the ',lgéjogﬁorder,wmch unite the
heavenly fpirits. Divers other changes happened in this
- mortal abode, fuit oo fof

& $ 4 5
‘ T

. v (f) sc_c Difc.

~mortd abode, flitable to, the fate of fouls who fuffer, and
- @eflrid to fuffer, #0d are to be cured by their fufferings. |
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Ir the end the great Prophet, whom we call the Mes-
s1a1, will comeand reftore order in the univerle: it 7s be
who is the head, and the condu@or of all intelligent na=
tures; heis the firft-born of all creatures; the Deity uni-
ted himfelf to him in an intimate manncr from the begin-
" ning of time, and he has united himfelf to a portion of
. matter which fesves him for a tabernacle ; from this lumi-
nous eentér inceflantly ftream rays. that enlighten all the
regions of immenfity;: this glorious body is the fun of the
- heavenly Jerufalem; the emanations of this adorable SxE-
cuinan are the life and Jight of all bodies, as thofe of
his Divinity are the reafon and happinefs of all intelligen-
- ces: it was this Mefliah who converfed with our fathers
under 2 human form ; it was he who appeared to our faw-
giver, upon the boly mount ; it was he who fpoke to the
prophets under a vifible appearance ; itis he who will at
1aft come in triumph upon the clouds, to reftore the uni-
_verfe to its primitive {plendor and felicity.  How auguft a
thing 15 religion, how worthy of God, how fublime in its,
fimplicity when the vail which hides it from profane eycs
is removed ! Fae g o e
Cyras wrapfporeed wwith thefe fublime ideas would by
‘nomeans interrupt the philofopher; but feeing that he had
done fpeaking he faid: I find that your theology is per-
fedly conformable to the doétrine of the Parfians, Egyp-
_tians and Greeks, concerning the three {tates of the world.
Zoroafter being verfed in the {ciences of the gymnofophills,
fpoke to me of the empire of Oromazes before the rebel-
lion of Arimanius, as of a ftate in which all fpirits were
- happy and perfe: in Egypt the religion of Hermes re-
prefents the reign of Ofinis, before tne monfter Typhan
broke throngh: the mundane egg, as a (tate exempt from
miferies aod paffions: Orpheus has fung the golden ageas
a ftate of fimplicity and innocence. Each-nation has form-
ed anidea of this primitive world according to its genits ;
_the magi, who are all aftronomers, have _ﬁabéd it in the
- ftars; the Egyptians,-who are all philofophers, have fan-
© cled it a republic of fages; the Greeks, who delight in
. rural fcenes,  have defcribed it as a country of fhepherds.
- .1 fanther obferve that the travitions of all pations foretel

»
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the conupg of a hero, who is o _defcend fromsheaven: ‘ta
blmg bagle. Aﬁrge‘; .to -the earths the l?qrﬁans icall “hime
Myngf,as, the Egyptians Orqs, ch Ty }nan; ~Adoniss tha.
Greeks:; 0,, Herculéss: Maus; Metrcury;i:Jupitet thp‘
Condudtor and; Saviour,,  Ttis.true they, differ in:theiv dew
fcng;wns, bt all agree an, the fame. trudiss .theyare alls
fenfible s)a4t man 15 not now - what;he. was;. and: {x;lrevuha&
he will one. day affame a more pasfed: form3, God “annot
fuffer an cternal blemith in his worle;  evil hmg ‘begi
and it will have ap end;; then W|lI be;%hc teramph of
over darkaels; that is the timg fixed bysdcfi:ny for the:
total. deltruction of Txphorz, Atimanits and Blaté,»thc
preforibed period in all religions for re-cltablifhi
Of  Osomazes, - Ofmsa Belus, and Sat:

2N Iﬁﬁulﬁ.{; s ﬂ

e donét oormt' ; how cvll

rqé#i 0. he abic ‘to
very being capable of
orefer; . and c@nfcqumd,t

er choice we. ngeeffasily choofe
beft , end, 3
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to all rational beings that hberty depends: fpirits only are
ative and capable of felf-motion: God gives them activity
as well as being; an adtivity different from his, as well as
afubftance diftin&t from his. One of the effenual differen-
ces berween bodics and fouls is this, the one are neceifa-
3 rily !ra.nfported' wherever-the nioving power carries them,
the other fuffer themfelves to be moved only by the reafon
that eglightens them. God could not give us inteHigence
without gwing us liberty. - 3 ’
But could he not, replied Cyrus, have hindered us
from abufing our hiberty, by fhewing us truth with fo clear
an evidence, that it would have been impofiible to miftake ?
when the fovereign Beauty difplays his infinirely attradtive
charms, they feize aod engrofs the whole will, and make
all inferior amiablenefs vantth, as the rifing fun difpels the
fhades of night. The purcll light, anfwered Eleazar,
does not iHluminate thofe who will not fee; now every fi-
nitc intelligence may tam away his eyes from the truth. I
have already told you that fpirits cannot inceffantly con-
template the {plendors of the divine Effence; they are:
obliged from time to tme to cover their faces; it is then
that {elf-love may feduce them and make them take an ap-
parent good for a real one; this falic good may dazzle
them and draw them away from the true good. Scif-love
is infeparable from our nature.  God' in loving himfclf
eflentially loves order, becaufe HE 1s ORDER; but the
creature may love itfelf without loving order; to whatde-
aree of perfection foever we fuppofe itsaifed, it is ftill fi~
nite; and confequently capable of purfuing, contrary to
the will of the Creator, a good which it has ot in its
pofleffion; hence every created fpirit is*neceffanily and ef+
{entially fallible : to afk why God has made fallible intelli-
gences, is to afk why he has made them finite; or why he bas
natcreated gods as perfect as himfelf: a thing impothible.
Cannot God, continuéd Cyras, employ his almighty
power, to force free ineclligences to fee and relifh truth?
under the empire of God himfcl; aofwered Elecazar, de-
fpotic rule and liberty are incompatibfe. God does every
thing he pleafisin heaven and ufon eagth; but he wdll nor
» employ his abfolute power to dellroy thg free gature of inla-
tels
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.c:lhk,entebcmgs ifhe did,  they. woukL.;é} no. l@{tgpr,{xom‘
choice but neceflity ; 3 they wouald obey, . bag - :lpqy woquk
not ove: now love is. what God demands, apd it is, the,
only, worﬂup worthy ofhim; he does not.requiret for ang
advantage to-himfelf, bug. fu‘ ;the good of his creaturess,
he swill have them. happy. and contribate to their own, hap=:
plge ; happy by. loye, and by a love.of pure choige = it
1s thus that their merit augments. their felicicy. . .

But could not the Deity, faid Cywus, have em,ploycd
mmlhblr., means, to fecare the happinefs of utcliigent be-
mgs, without violating their, liberty;: has he nog 2 foye-
reign do(mu;lou over fpirits;as well as badigs 2 can he,not,
change the, moft rebellious and | .gbbo wgls, and make
them phablc and fubmiflive to hisordess 2. ina word, coyld,
he not hase found expedicpts. inthe g_nq.x.b.xp‘hhlc sreafures,
of hls powc.r, wd_‘d om,angd gooé,nds to fub_)c& fn:c '10¢1§s

of tl;c/pe;fuéh DS, hegﬁgqquﬁ pegf;éb Bun,,, he wnls

e happincs of ali intelligences,, knows all the means.re»
qmﬁtc 0 accomyizﬂl iz wiil, and ﬁ;ancx or later will Ten:

2k %&Mﬁ@l} pﬁ@g L alL:x';he fa&lmg@mﬂc;s of oug res
belhion, a;aa‘pg;;: hole means and of the plan of his a-
r . God firft qu;agl all. the eﬂ'orxs\of

mﬁnm. good: tranfient eﬁl,;w;ﬁawfmm coniulion,
-~ the univerfal beauty of hisawork from. &}bgh{biemmnwkaeh g

he fufﬁ:rs i ;and the permancat happincfs.OF all fpi irits.
. from the mome ous. pains which a {mall number of in~
- uelligencesdy g&'er by their ewn fault. | All the heavenly hofts

. fl’?ﬂﬁim of what Paﬁh -mehw} mtarqconﬁmmd :

-
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“for everin the Tove ofvotder, by fecing the teriblc effedts
-shd nitaral‘confequcnces of our unfaithfulness.. Thisi 15 the
redfon Why God' fuffers evil for 2 moment ; our example is
Afieternal 1eflon 'to all fpirits.” The éondu& of C’od‘of:
~ ferids us only becaufe we are finite and mortal : we fecnot
“ithe’ whole plan of it; we judge’ of it bnfyb?yfmaﬂ ‘pieces.
Jiét ds farfe our’ thoughts above this p‘kzce of banifhment,
let useun‘over all ‘the celeftial’ regréns, we fhall fee dif-
-order drd €vil' no where bt in'this corner of the univerfe.
The canth is but a1t atom'in comparifon of 1mmenﬁty, the
whole'extent of time is but a' moment in refp c& of eter-
pity: thefe two infivitcly fmall points will one’ ip:
pear; yet'a lirle momentand evil will be no'more ; batour
Himited minds and our {elf-love maprify 6'5]:&3 ‘and malke
‘s ook tipon that point %xchdﬁ"t‘de.é ﬁrc W etérmt:esas
fomcthmg great, S 1S
~Could ot the inf mté"gbddnefs “of God faid Cyrus,
‘have ‘brought’ "back s offeuding creatres fo ‘order With-
ot making them ﬁf{fer* a gﬁod father will' néver mike .
ufe of Dumﬂ‘m}ﬁts kheﬁ he can” gaxn hls clidrcn by
rildsiefs. '
T have olready’ told ”v‘on “anfivéred Eﬁeézar, that we
‘afe £apable’of & twofoldﬁapplﬂefs : thotild‘God, after our
‘rebellion;” continuée 'to us” fhe'fuﬂ crljBym%ﬁt of created
pkcafnre,“wc ‘hould never afpite to an unichwith the Cre-
ateis we fhould content’outfelves with'an *mfcnd‘r’happr-
Ak without anytndcavaﬂﬁ ‘to'attain to'the fuprémebe-
atitude of onr patare. * The ‘only meah‘rto hinder free
beings from relapfing into” diforder, is ,I;‘Q‘fkem“fecl
for a 'time ‘the faral confequerecs of ﬂtei‘r‘ error. God
Bwes it to hisTjaftice 16"pm§i%ﬁﬁ‘g~ﬁi§t‘&ﬁ‘ma§ not
countenance ciines 3 and’his gooﬂ'néf?lme réquires it,
in order o’ Sorrectiia ‘véform’the criminal, “Nitoral evil.
fs'neceffary toeuremoratevils ufering is the only reme-
~dyfortfin, AL will faffér more ‘or lefs in _px‘opmﬁdn a5
‘-ﬂ}ey’éfbm«g% orlefs fghﬁéaﬁf‘&fr‘ﬁqféﬁwhs haye never -
departed’ from their’ duty;  will for ‘éver excel the reft in
knowledge and in. happinefs; thofe mdmy their retarn
“te it; “will be"always infetior ‘to the other in perfedtion and
. *fclxcwy “The retut of fpirits & thﬁrﬁrﬁ' pﬁﬁer;;le, b‘l'e-
& : cmbles
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fembles the motion of bodies towards their céntre; the
nearer they approach to it the more their velocity aug-
ments, and confequently thofe who begin fooner to return
to their infinite centre will for ever outftrip the reft in.their
courfe. This is the order eftablithed by eternal Wifdom,
the immutable law of diftributive jultice; from which God
cannot deviate, without being effentally wanting to him-
felf, countenancing rebellion, and expoling all fin'te and
fallible beings to the danger of difturbing univerfal har-
mony. You fce in all this the conduét of a God, of a
Creator who drew fpuits out of nothing to make them
happy, be punifhes them that they may return into order,
he {ufpends the exercife of his abfolute power, that by the

" fecret fprings of an immutable wifdom, goodnefs and
« jaftice, he may make them accomplith freely his eternal

Fd

purpofes. - A :
. I comprehend you, faid Cyrus; God could not deprive

us of liberty without depriving us of intelligence; nor

‘hinder us from being faliible without mzking us infinite,
nor prevent our wandring without deftroying our hberey,
por difpenfe us from expiatory pains without violating his

~ juftice and goodnefs: excmpt from all pafhions, he has nei-

~ ther anger nor revenge, he challifes only to-amend, he

_punifhes only so0 cure, bhe permits fin only that he may not

violate our hiberty, be is tender of that liberty only that
. -he makes us menit, he exads that merit only to augment

our happinefs, he does not employ his almighty power to

. force us to be happy, becaufe he will give us the eternal
pleafuure of contributing to our own liappinefs by love, and °

by a love of pure choice; he docs goad for the love of
good, without hawing any nced of cer fervices; without

- gaining any thing by our virtues, or lofing any thing by

ourcrimes. Such is the glory of the God of the Hebrews,

“of Him wud 15, of the independent and felf-fafficient

Being. No philofopher ever prefented me before with a
chain of principles and confequences, thoughts and fenti-
ments fo worthy of cternal Nature, fo confolatory toman,

~ard fo conformableso reafon.

TLis, continued Fleagar, is what even the underftand-
ing of man can fuggeft to render the ways of God intel-
- Sl ' ligible:
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igiblewinds thidithae sweconfound eafon by redfonidels;
itis bythefeiprinciples that our dodors fifence the p"u»
dofoph crsrofithe Gestilesy who blafpheme! agalmhhx. {ove-
weigniVifdony; becaufe of the cuils and: erintes which hap-
«pencd Heke: below.! -+ But yet oun religion doés not confifk

. 3o thefedfpeculativns 3 it ‘isnot {o much « philofophical fy(-

tem as & fupernataral cltablithment ; “Duntel will inftruct
you ingie; e is af shistime thy pi ophct of The Maft High:
thé Etemalioften fhews him ﬁmlmy as preféent, and lends
Liim liis power o avork prodigics ;' he is foon 1o retarn to
Babyloa, sheiwill fhesw you the oraclés contained inour fi-
cred books; and 1each yoa whit are the pm?oﬁ:srfor.\vhxch
God ¢ intends syou. + Ftwas in this manner that the Hebrew
_Philefopher inftrudted Cyrus,: vnm]ylﬁrwm to futhom the
unfearchable. depths,ofidivine  wifdom 3 what was - de-
feitive in his opinions, was et n ight by thc more fimple
_and fublinte inftrugtionsef Daniel, who ‘came- bnck 1o
Babylon a few.days afterss s

It was the i fixed by the Prophcts for the recovcw (i
of Nbuchodonofor, his frenzy ceafed and his reafon was
reftored to him:  Before e returned to: his capital, he

" yelolved ‘o pay a public homage tothe God of Ifrael in the

{ame place -where he bad given the: notoriousinflance of
his impietys - Heordered Daricl.to affemble the Prioces,
m'lgxﬁmtcs, .governors of provioces, and.all ‘the nobles
- of Babylon, and to fomiuft tbem to the jplans of Dura,
wherehe had foime years before ereded the fumous golden

* frazae.. Cloathed with hisimperial robe, he mountediupon
-an eminence, from whence he might be feen by ‘all people 5
- he bad.no longer any thing fierce or favage in his: look';

-potwith(tanding the dreadful condition 2o which his fﬂﬁ'ct-
5 mgﬁlﬁadfﬁdﬂﬁéd ‘him, his:countenance had 2 ferene and
m«wﬁi Ay Jaéwnngd; towards the Eaﬁ,z ook off his dia~

e "ﬁﬁdh ofelf with his ccwthc:emh dnd

bled together, it wa: u x‘mﬁxly beheld the
cmmagantmadw mygmipmtys and-abominable: pide s it
at was here thae I ufm'ped the Hghts. af the Diyinity, and

: would
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would force you to worthip the work of mens bands: -
The Mojt High to punifh this excefs of irrcligion condeme

red e to cat grafs with the bealts for feven whole years 5

' the times are accomplifhed ; T have lifted up my eyes tohca-

senand acknowledged the power of the God of ifrael; my
reafon and my underftanding are reftored me. = Your God
(continued he, turping towards Danicl) is in truth the
God of gods and King of kings.  All zhe inhabitants
of the earth are before him as nothing, and be docs accor-
ding to his will both in heaven and in earth; his wif-
dom is equal to his power, ‘and 21l his ways are full of jul-
tice: thofe that walk in pride he is able to abafe; and he
raifes again thofe whom he had humbled : O Princes and
people learn to render homage to his greatnefs ! at thefe
words the affembly fent up fhonts of joy and filled the air
with acclamations in hooour of the God of Hracl.  Na-
buchodonofor was condu&ted back with pemp tohis capi-
ta1 and refumed the govemnment of his kingdom : He raif-
‘ed Daniel to the bigheft dignities, and the Hebrews were
honoured wich the firlt polts throughout all the provinces of
DS Conen s S S ST A i i S
“Some days after, Amytis prefented Cyrus to Nabucho-
dovofor, who received the young Pririce ina_moft friendly.
manner, and gave hima favourable zudience: however,
the nobles of Babylon, who fat in the King’s council, re-
prefented in very firong terms, that it might be dungerous
to provoke the’Median court at the prefent juncture, when
tke forces of the Kirgdom were much Jeficied and ic’s
res exhaufled By the late troubles during the King's -

- #inefs ; and thatic would bebetter policy to foment the divi-
; 55: between the Medés and Perfizns,in order to make them

mutaally weaken eath other ard fo give the Kirg of Babylon
iﬁu«% ion of.extending his cbriqgcﬁﬁ.But' Na%b'chodgno-,
Bor, who by theanisfortuneshe had fuffered was cared of all
foch falfe tadims, cid nor gointo thefe ambiticus projes of
his rainifiers ; and Cyrus obfersing his good difpafitions, took

pportunity to']ai “before ﬁﬁ‘:f'thé'é%vaﬁ(égqs‘ he

reizh

viaht find by an alliance with Cambyfes: he made the
King fenfible that 1% Mcdes were the only rivals of his

* power'in the Ealtje thatit could netbe for his intercf

= .- s : t0
: E Uy SR . .
L 3
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folet them grow niore confiderable, by fubje&ing and op-
preffing the Perfians ; but that hethould rather make the lat-
ter his friend, who might ferve asa barrier to his empire 2-
g1inft the enterprizes of the Medizn Prince ; and laflly thix,
Perfia lay very convenient for the Babyloman troops to
march through itinto Media, in cafe Cyaxares fhould rc-
folve upon a ruptare.  The Prince of Perfia fpoke bothin
public and private affcmblies with fo much eloquence and
ftrength of reafon; he fhewed during the courfe of his nc-
gotiation, which lafted fome months, fo much candour and
truth; he managed the nobles with fo much pradence and
delicacy, that in the end he brought themall over : an alli-
ance was fworn in 2 folemn manner, and Nabuchodonofox
continued faithful to it the reft ofhis Jife. i En

Cyras,impatient 1o fee the facred books of the Hebrewr,
which centained oracles relating to his future greamefs,
converfed every day with Daniel; and the Prophet glad-
ly embraced the opportunity to inftruct him ia the Hebrew -
religion,  He at length opened the books of Ifaiah, who
had prophefied of Cyrus by name an hundred and fifty years
before his birth, and the Prince read there thefe words:

Thus faith the Lord to his anoiated, to Cyrus; whole
“right hand 1 have holden to fubdiie nations before him, -
and put kings to flight 5 and T will open beforc him the
two-leaved gates, and the gates fhall not be thar. 1will
go before thee, I willhomble the greatones of the earth,
{ will break in pieces the gatesof brafs, and catin fui-
der the bars of iron,and 1 will reveal to thee the hidden
treafures, and the feeret of fecrets (a), that thos maycft
‘know that 1 the Lord who have called thee by thy
name, am the God of Ifiacl. For-Jacob my fervant’s
fake, and Hfrael mine eledt, Thaye even called thee by thy
name, I have furnamed thee, though thou haft nar
kaown me. I am the Lord, and thereisnone elfe, there:
is no God befides me.—I form the light and create dark-
nefs.----1" have made the earth and created manupon i,
1, even my hands, have{tretched out the heavees, and alt
theimholt have I commanded. T lave raifed him up in
- righteoufnefs, and T will dire&all-ha‘; ways 3 he flr<ll build.
2 x 2 ¢ 5 Rrs s 6. my
(4) Arcana Secretorum. Iiiab xiy. 3. vulg.. %
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* Vo unto him that ftriveth with his Maker, unto hinx
< who is but clayand a pottherd of the earth.’ Forget there—
fore all the refined fpeculations of the Philofophers. I {haik:
fpeak to you a more fare and fimple language 5 I fhall:
propofe nothing to you but fach truthsas are fupported by
- the univerfal tradition of all nations, or elfe palpable fa&ts,.
of which the eyes, ears and all the fenfes-of men are:
Judges. ;

The Eternal created our firlt parentsin a ftate of innos
cence, happinels and immortality, but the ambitious de~
fire of increafing their knowledge, and.of being as gods,.
carricd them to difobey the orders of 74z Mof? High : they:
were driven from their habitation of delights, and. theis
whole race was involved in their pusithmemt, s iv hadé
been in their crime ; thus we were degraded in ourorigin,.
and blafted in our fource. When mankind difcontinued!
to be juft, they ceafed to be immortal ; fufferings follow—

- ed clofe upon crimes and:men were condemned:to a ftate-
of p.inand mifery, inorder to make them afpire perpe-:
tually after abetier life. « For the firlt ages after the'fall,.
religion was not. written; the moral part: of it was found!
in reafon itfzlf, and the myfteries ofit were tranfmitted by:
tradition from the-ancients. As‘men lived then feverall
2ges, it was eafy. to preferve that. tradition invit's parity..
But the fublime knowledge of'the firlt men having ferved:
only to make them the morc: criminal, . the whole race of .
mankiod, except: the family of Noali;: was-deftroyed, ia: .
otder to ftop the courfe of impicty and the ncreafe of vices -
the fountaias-of the great abyfs.were broken up,: and the:
waters covered the earth with an univerfal deluge, of which: -
there yet are fome traces in the tradions of allinadons,.
and of which-we fee every day coavincing proofsy when
we dig into the bowels of the earthi. « The conflitution of
the world, which had fuffered by the fall,wasimpairecianews
(6); the juices of the earth were impoverithed and fpoilt by
this inundationy the herbs-and fruits had no lenger the-
fime virtue 3 the air loaded: with: an- exceflive motftura:
ftrengthened the principles of corrap*ion, and thelife of

v»“‘x?“rf" S may

(#) See M..de Meaux univerfd bith ey, .

3
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man was fhortened. The defcendants of Noah, \'vhéa
{pread themfelves over the face of the whole earth, quick=
Iy forgot this terrible cfe@ of the divine indigaation; they

covrupxcd their ways, and: gave themfelves up to a]l wick= "

ednefsc - It was then thavthe Eternal refolved to: choofe

3 peculiar people to be the depofitary of feligion, morality, -

and all divine wuths, that they might not be debafud:
and: entirely ebfcared by the imagination, paflions agd vain
veafonings of men. The Sovercign Wifdom chofe the moft
ftupidand untractable people to be guardian of his oracles..

“The Affyrians, Chaldeans and Egyptians, whawere emi=
acnt for fubtility of underftanding and a fuperior kil in:

- allehe {denges, might hase been {ufpected of having mix-

ed: thein own notians and reafonings with the divive reve-
lutions ;. But the Hebrews, among whom: you have found:
the fublimeft ideas of the Pivinity and of morality, have
nothing, in. their natural genius which. can make them ful~

pedted of having invented thefe truths.  Abraham, by

s fitlt and chedience, was found wordiy teibe the head:
and."the fither of this happy. people.: 7hz e/l High
promifed him,. tiat bisipefterity fhould be muliiplied” as
he flars ofibeaven;. that they fhould one day paffefs the-
M ‘of. Canaan; and that of his feed fheuld come the

L} “Defira of Nations in the fulnefs of time. ' The rifing fa-.

‘mily of this Patriarch, feeble 1n its beginnings, went down.
- 7o-Egypt, wﬁmtbegkbceamvary ‘numerous, awakened:
e jealoufy ofithe E
@ﬁ&m%vﬁnﬁhﬁnﬁg&b&mm and@ﬂrﬁiedby all forrs.
w&&ﬁf&mﬂfﬁ&efpmnffm hm@md ygats,, ezodmf’,

2 - .' - ag
Wxgmnﬁﬁdm abey the Sl of the A/-.
asigity.: Mofes terrified his ‘court with repeated - figns.
‘dpm sdie ftrerched out his arm,and.

» 'w&gsmmﬁ
: mw.»iwm Telt i sxdtcad\,ﬁﬂ.pewer 5 rivers were

; umclmgbed,,fnm of venomous infedts fpread e~

: vy
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very* where difeafes and death ; prodigious: lightnings:
with {torms- of hail deftroyed mzn, bealts and plants ; a
thick darknefs. hid for threedays all the luminaries of hea-.
ven ; and an:exterminating angel deftroyed in:one might
all the firlk born of Egypt. « At lengthithe people of God,
. left the land of thcir captivity, and Pharaoh purfued them,
. with a formidablearmy. & pillar of fire was theit guide

by: night,; and a thick cloudiby day concealed their march.
from the _purfucrs.. Mofes fpake, the fea divided, the:
Mraclites Went throaghiton dry groand, and were o foon-
er pafled than the fea retarned to its. ﬂsc,n&,nh, and its im~
petaous waves {wallowed up the iafide! patior. ~ Our fa~-
thers wandred in the defert, where they fuffered hanger,
thirlt and the inclemency of the feafons = they murmured:
againft God + Mofes fpake again, a miraculous flood de-
fcended: from heavea ;. dry rocks became fountainsof liv=
ing water ; the earth. opcned and fivallosved up thofe whe.
refufed to belicve the promifes, unlefo they miglt fee their
_accomplifhment. It was. in this defert shar God: himicif
publithed  his boly law, and dictared: all the rites and ftas
tutes ofour religion; - He, called up our condultor tothg
top of mount Sinaiy the mountain tmmblcd, and: the
voice of the Eternal was heard;in thuaders and Jightmings 2
be difplayed his dreadfal power to make an imprelion a-
pon heartgmore difpefed to.be affected by fear than love.
Bur the God appeared no lefs in the wonders of hisgood--
nefs, thanin thofe of his.power.  The high and lofty One,
iwho inhabits; cternity, and: whamxth'eimavm ‘of heavens
" ganogt contin, condefeended tordwell in avilible manner
amonglt the children of Hraek; and to-diret them in alk
their ways. A moveable fanétuary, with the ark of the
covenant; was formed and ereéted by his order; and. the
glrar was fanctifiediby the prefence of the glbry of 7ke 41972
High. The rays of: a-heavenly light ehcompaliel the;
tibernacle ; and. God. fitting between  the cherubim from,
thenee dcda:ed his will.  Mofes by the command of
God himfelf committeditawriting. ourw}aw:and“our,hlﬂory,(
'the everlalting proofsiof his fupreme goodnefs,  and. of our.
wgratitade ; a lietle ‘before his deat! he put this baok into:
e hmdaﬁ a&ﬁx@*pegple; a}«wwm&q at ﬂﬁ%!ﬂ*:
. ant

'y -
.
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{tant to confultir, in order to know not only the religious But
civil laws; each Hebrew is obliged to read it over once a
year, and to tranfcribe the wholc atleaft once inhislife. It
was impollible to alter or corrupt thefe ficred annals, with-
out the impoftare’s being difcovered. and punifhed s Ligh
treafon againft God, and an attempt agamft the civil au-- -
thority.

Mofes died; our fathers left the defert; nature %vas o-
bedient to xhe voice of Jothua, their pew condutor; ri-
vers ran back to their fountain head; the fun ftood flill ;-

~ the walls of a {h ong city fell down at theapproach of the'
ark 3 and the mof! couragious andwarlike nations fled be--
fore the wiumphant armies of ifracl, who at length took:
poffeifon of the pronnfed land.  Miracles however do not
chunge the heart, even when they convince the underftand--
ing. The ftrengeft convidtionis too weak to control the vi--
olence of the paflions.  Searce was this ungrateful and in
conftant people fetcled in that land of dc}mhrs, but tl)ey
grew weary of being under the immediate government of
Jehoyah, and were defirous of having a king to go before
them like other nations.” God gave thema Kingin his
anger, and the Hebrew gevernment becane monar chical
Solomon, the wifeft and moft pacific of our Princes, ercéted
a magnificent temple at Jaufalem. The God of peace:
fixed his habitation upon mount Sion; the miracle of the
ark was perpetuaced, the g!ory of the divine Majefty filled:
the fan&uary, oracles were given from the moft holy place
as often as the high prieft went thither to enquire of the
Lord. In order to perpetnate the memory ofifo many
miracles, and to demonftrate the truth of them to all fu=
ture ages, Mofes, jothua, our Judges and our Kings efta-
- blithed folemn feftivals and auguft ceremonies +a pumerouy
pation incredulous. an Belh@us, their Kings, their priefts,
their tribes which were often divided among tbemfcivcs,
concurred loudly, univerfally and fuceeflively to give tefli-
mony to thofe miracles by lafting monuments perpetuated
. from generation to \gederation, *While the Hraclites perfe-
_ ver dm thieir obediecce, The Lord of Hofts was theirpro-
- tedor, zad rendered thiem umnmble ashehad promifed 5 bue
ufaaa as zbeydepaxted from the Jaw. of thelr God he gava
them:
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them up a prey to. their fierce enemies 3 neverthelels he™ -
clattifed them like a father, and did not utcerly Forfake
them. Imevery age be raifed up prophits to- threzien,
intru and reform them. — Thefe fages being: feparated

" from all terrettrial pleafures united themfelves to the fo-
_vereign truth; the eyes of the foul, which have been fhat
fince the origin of evil, were gpened in thefe divine men
to loofinto the counfcls of Providence, and to know'it’s
fecrets. The heayy judgments of God fell often upon the
{tubbornand antractable HeBrews, and s often this chofen
people was brought back by the prophets to ownand adore
the God of their, fathers, ~ At length they were wholly
carried away by that wretched inclination in all mortals to
corporalize the Deity, aad to form to themfelves aGod with'
paliioos like their own. The God of Abraham, faithful”
i his threataings asin his promifcs, _has humbled us' for
many years under the yoke of Nubuchodonofor ; Jerufalem
is, become defolate, and the holy temple an heap of ftones ;-
vagabonds and captivesi 1a ftrange fand, we wander npon”
the banks of Euphrates an ﬁ}'é_mfy mourn whenwe remeni-

ber Sioa. Bat God havia firlt

od | raifed up that proud con-
queror to accomplifh hi grp%l pii

Wit g

pofes, then abafed”
Witnels bothi of his:
rthelels the mea-
n the race of Abrihamis
£ yrus, who are ordained by
The My} High to be their delerer; Jerufalem will be
repeopled, the houfe of the Lord rebailt, and the glory of -
the latter temple, whic y be honodred with
the prefence of the ‘tha the glory
of the former. b
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tare will one day be reftored to its perfection, The mi-
racles ard prodigies, of which 1 have made you a recital,
are, {o tofpeak, but the play of wifdom to lead men: into
themfelyes, and make them attend to thofe three truths
which they will find written in theix own hearts, upon all
nature, and m the whole plan of Providence. ‘The law
of Mofes is but an unfolding of the law of nature; all its
moral precepts are but means: more or lefs remote, to
carry us to what may ftrengthen divine love in us, or to
preferve us from what may weaken it,  The burnt-offer-
ings, the purifications, the abftinences, all the ceremonics
of our worthip are but {ymbols to reprefent the facrifice of
the paflions, and tofhadow out the virtues neceflary tore-
cltablith us in our prinuitive purity; thofe who ftop at the
letterfind expreffions in our facred books that feem to hu~
manize the Deity, promifes that do not appear to have any
relation. to immortality, and ceremonies which they thisk
unworthy of the fovereign Reafon : but the true fage pene-
trates into their bidden meaning, and difcovers mylteries
in them of the higheft wifdom. ‘The foundation of the -
vhole law, and of 2ll the prophecics is the doéirine of a
natare pure in its original, corrupted by fin, and to be oce,
dayreflored.  Thele three fundamental truths are repre-
fented in our hiftory under various images, The bondage.
of the Hraclites mEgypE, their journcy through the defert

- dud their arrival in the promifedland, reprefent to us the

- miitted fr

bl odtep of dhem aon she Oreusls and Bgyprians

£all of fouls, their fufferings in this mortal fife, ard their
return to their heavenly conntry.  The hidden mearing
does not deftroy the literal fenfe, nor does the letter of the

faw exclude agg’ggfmfit is equally profunc to deny the one,
or to 9’-‘{?3{‘35”@ g;g;'ei."_ Thé[e‘"g‘argcyﬁgciglcs, the traces
of which are to be found in all religions, have becn tranf-
) age from the deluge to ous time; Noah
xo his children, whofe pofterity fjread them;
tterwards over ull the earth; but in pafling fiom mouth.
tomonth they haye beenaltered and obfcured by the ima--

ation of the poets, the fuperlition of the prictls, and
the different genius of each vation.  We find more remark-

than;
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than any where elfe; becaufe Abraham (), our ficft patri-
arch; who was famous in Afia, rénewed them here, and
bacanle the people of God werea long rime in eaptisity oa
the banks of the Nile: but thefe ancient truths have been
no where preferved ‘in their perfe& purity, except in the
pracl:s written by,our law-giver, our hiﬂoriags and our
prophets. : RS
But this ispotall; there is a myftery which is no where
unfolded but in our religion, and of which T would not
frcak to you, O Cyrus, if yoa weré not the anointed of
The M* High, and his fervant chofen for the delive-:
rance of his people.” The prophecies mention two advents
of the Meffiah, one in faffering, the other in glory. The
Grear Enanuel will, many ages before his triumphant ap-
pearance inthe clouds, live hersupon earthin a fate of humi--
Jiation : he will expiite fin by’ the facrifice of himfelf before’
he reftores the univerfe to its primiti?cffplchddr. The an-
cient tradition from Noah concerning this grand facrifice was
* what faggefied to 2ll natioas the firlt thought of offermg.
vistims to The My? High'as types of that perfect holo-
canlt: “your priefls having loft thefe primitive ideas foolifh-
ly imagined that the friendfip of the immiortals was to bs
gained by thedding the blood of beafts; bat what relation
is there between the divine goodoefs and cruelimmolation’
of harmlcs animals? without' our traditions about the
great Ennnuel, the original pf’ypfxf’fac‘:riﬁcc‘s‘is a perfet
Raighia. S UUSE S0P S Loy
“Here Cyras interrupted Daniel and faid: who is this
great Emanael of whom you fpeak ? 3s he the fame with
him whom the Perfians call Mythras, the Egyptians Orus,
the Tyrians Adonis, the Grecks Jupiter the Condadtor,
Apollo and Hercales? The Gaear EMANUEL, anfwered
the Prophet, is he who is call:d tbchﬂrrof WNations;
he has been known to them by an aacient tradition, the,
* fource of which they are ignorant of, and which they have.
degraded by their fabulous names and impure images..
The great Emanuel is not, as fome ft:jg‘y@nr‘v;phﬂjxfdgbérg
fay, a fubordinate God, but equal ia glory o the great.
: e s s
{a) Sec Jo Ant. kib. x. c1p. 7, et 8. Eupolem, apud Fufb. ot
- Vofl, de Philofoph. Tedlis, cap. 1. p. 5. . e
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henh “he is not a demi-God, but pollefles in himfelf
Im:fs of the God-head : heis not a free produe-
c 'po“ct of Tue Most Higs, but a neceflary
Lm‘mwon from his fubftance. Al otherbeings; how ex-
‘.ltcd Toe\cr, whuhcr angels or archangels, Seraphim or
“Cherubim were drawo out of bothing and may rctarn to.
rm;hm" again; but He is a pure ﬁrcam flowing from the
giory of the Almighty, the brightnefs of the: e\exlaﬂma
ight, the unf‘pott\.dr.uror of the maJe[l:y of God, and
the exprefs image of his goodnefs: he is of the fame ef-
fence, he has thc fame attributes, but who cau'declare
_his “generation ? let us not rafhly pry into thofe impene-
trable fcerets; it is {ufficient toknow, that the Dejire of
" Nations will appear upon the carth to bear our griefs, that
“he will be wounded for our tranfgrefions and brumd for
- our iniquitics, :
ut \vim néceﬂity is’ ﬂlere, cricd out Cyrus, for this
ifice? has-Ged any need of a bloody viGim to
erath 2 can the infinite Goodnefs require fuch
2 crucl ho ocault ? bewar faﬂmg into the fame error
T ) God Has £o need, re-
, of an,mﬁuman {Lcnﬁcc o pacify his ven- -
cance, but he would countenance the rebellion of fpi pirits
<o tradi&t himfelf fhould he pardon the criminal with-
2 liis abhorrence of the crime, and difplay the
. “of his goodnefs without affertingthe prero-
cs Fﬁshoﬂn" 'I‘ hedi\mc Emanud W 1.1 leave t!‘c

li_v;ag rinasge of the majeﬂy of (;od
ofa fqr?éﬁ;’ the etcmal 'VV oRD.

aphlm and Chcru-
b k the homage that is -
P bj Iﬁ?’h'!ﬁﬂmﬁwtﬁc mjuaftice'of -
qﬁfﬁﬁgs iéceﬁty of -our expiatory -
by ’ins -agony and the- metprefﬁblc an-
) ulqum‘es will caufe him, the infinite aver-
o s HicH to the violation of order.’ "Tis
hi cans that hc WJI reconcile the jullice of God
e A ; \ch
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‘with his mercy, repair the wrong done to his*laws, and
t: at the fame time both a facrifice for fin and a model
of all virué. The hifltory of his conflicts and trumphs
will be for ever recorded in the regilters of heaven, and
give cternal teftimony to the dwvine Wifdom, Goodnefs
_and jultice. I fec from afar that day which will be the
confolaticn of the jultand the joy of angels: all the hea-
wnly _powers will be prefent ar this myftery, and adore
its depth; mortals will fee nothing but the facll and the
outfide. Thofe Hebrews who expect only a triumphant
Mefliah will not comprehend this firft advent ; the preten-
ders to wifdom in ail nations, . who judge on]y by appcar-
ances, will blafpheme, againft what they underftand not:
nay, the moft juft among men will in this life fce only as
in a myftery the beauty, extent and neceffity of that great
facrifice.

The Prince of Perfia was {truck by this difcourfe and
wavered in his thoughts; he perceived that all the dif-
coveries made by Zoroalter, Hermes, Orpheus and Py-
thagoras were but imperfet traces and chance rays of the
tradition from Noah : in Perfia, Egypt, Greece and in all
other nations he had found only obfcure, uncertain and
Joofe opinions; but with the Hebrews, he hid found
books, prophecies and miracles, .the authonty of which
was inconteftible.  Neverthelefs, he faw the truth only
as through a cloud, his heart was not yet touched; he
wated for the accomplifiment of Haial's prediétion. Da-
niel was not ignorant of the fluGuation of his mind, and
faid to him: O Cyrus, religion is not a fyltem of philo-
fophical opinions, nor yet a hiltory of miracles, or fupet-
matural events, but a fcience that dilates the heart and-.
fills it with godlike fentimests, a fcience avhich God re-
veals only to pure minds; to know the fecrets of religion,
to feel its energy, a fupeuor power to mon muft defcend
into you, become abfolute mafter of you, and ravith you
from your{clf: your heart will then fecl thofe truths which -
your under&andmg has now but a {fmall glimpfe of. - 'I‘hc g
time for this is not yet come, but it approach;s(b), m-
til that happy moment, be consent \.tth know !

¥

() Vid. Theodorct de fde.
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God of Ifiael loves you, will go before you, and will ac-
complith-his will by you: this accomplifhment will be an
invincible proof of the truth of all T have fuid to you.
Make hafte to verify his oracles, and return with fpeed
‘nto Perfia, where your prefence is neceffary.

The young hero {oon after left Babylon; the year fol- -
Jowing Nabuchodonofor died, and his fucceflors broke the
alliance fworn between the Aflyrians and Peifians.~ Cyrus
fpent twenty whole years in war with the Affyrians and
their allies : the feveral nations of the Eaft obferving his
moderation in the midft of triumphs, willingly fubmitted
“to his empire, and the conquefts made by his humanity
were more numerous than thofe of his fverd. Being ever
45 generous as invincible, he made no other ufe of victory
thin to render the vanquifhed happy, and employed his
power only to make juftice flounith and to cftablifh and
maintain the moft excellent laws. The taking of Baby-
“lon made him mafter of all the Eaft from the river Indus
té‘chéé_c, and from the Cafpian fea to the extremities of:

Zoypt.  Seeing then the entirc accomplifhnient of Ifaiah’s
prediction, his heart became affeted with the truths he
had léaqﬁéd from Daniel; the mift before his eyes was to-
tally difpelled, he openly avowed the God ‘of Ifiael, and
‘eleafed the Hebrews from their captivity by this folemn
edi&, which was publithed: throughout the whole extent
“of his valt dominions. « Thas faith Cyrus, King of Per-
¢ fia, 2¥he Dotd'God of heaven ‘hath'given me all “the
¢ kingdoms_of the earth, aad he hath charged mie to buiid
“*him-a>houfe at Jernfaleny which i in Judah,  Whoe-
“*4 ver among you is ‘of his people, his Ged be with him+
¢ -and et him gop to Jerufilem and build the houfe of
“<.the Lord God of Hrael, heisthe God,” :

Ay abaa
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‘I'HEoLO%GY and MYTHOLOGY

OF thie Pk ¢F ALy SUeEET

Y firlt defign was to infert fome critical notesn :
margin of the forcgoing book ; but as the :
ng to fuch remarks would have div ut;d the read 1nd
too much from the priacipal fubject, I thought it better fo.
digeft them into the form of 2 difcourdfe, whu.h Idi \1d‘“
into two parts. In the firft I fhall fhew, 1hat the moft’ «.c-
lebrated philofophers of all ages and all countncs ‘have hadj
the notion of a fupreme Dcuy, \vpo produccd l,‘é id
by his power, and governs it by ‘his wifdom.  From the .
fecond it will appear, tharthere are traces of lbc prmu}gﬂx
do&trines of revealed refigion, with rcgard 1o the three
ftates of the world, to be found in the Myrholcgy Of
naiions,

3
:
7

PART B ﬂj
Of the Tnzox.ocv q/‘l&e PAGAMS. Bik

O begiu with the Magi or Pcrﬁan plulefophers' ac<'
cording to the teftinony of Herodortas (a), theaa
cient Perfians had neither {tatues, nor temples, nor alears &
*. They think it ridiculous (fays this author) to fancy; dike
¢ the Greeks, that the gods have an humaa fhape, or
¢ derive their origival fronrmen. They choofe the higheft
¢ mountatps for the place of their facrifice = ~they ofe nei-
¢ ther libatiogs, nor mufic, nor hallowed bread ; but when
¢ any one has a mind to facrifice, he leads the victim into
¢ a clean place, and wearing a wreath of myrtle about his-
X )i 5 “Ajara,,
(2) Herod. Clio, lm. I, p. 56._Scﬁ 11, Fdxr. Francof.
1608,
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¢ TFiara, invokes the god to whom he intends to offer it.
Fhe prelt is not atlowed to pray for his own priviwe
gbod, but for that of the nation in general; cach parti-
calar member finding bis benefit 10 the profperity-of the
whole.?

:Sirabo (&) gives: the fame account or the ancient Pers .
fians. < T hey neither ercéted ftatues nor altars, fays this
¢ hiftorian; they facrificed in a clean place and upon an e-
¢, mirence, W here they offered up a victiny crowmed. When
* the pricft had cut itinto fmall picces, every one took his
¢ fhare. They left no porton of it for the deities, faying,
¢ that God defires nothing but the foul of the victim.” “T'be
Orientals, full of the 'notion of wranfmiigration imagincd;
that the vidim was animated by a criminal foul; whofc ex-
piatory pains were completed by the facrifice.

The Perfians indeed, aswell as other Pagans, -worfhip-
ped the fire, the fun, and thedlars: bat we (hali fee that
they confidered them only as vifible images and-{ymbols
of -a fupreme God, whom they believed to be the foves
reign Lord ‘6f vature: Platarch has lefe us, in'his treatife
ai Mis and Cfivis, a fragment of the Theelogy of the.
Magr. - This philofophical hiftordan affures us, that they
called the great God, Ovomazes, or the principle of lighr,
that produced every thing, and worketh all in all (¢).
“Fhey adaiitted however another God, but of an mferior

03

«
.
‘

- matare and order, whom they. called (4) Mythras or the

Midele God. Thcy fpeak of him fomctimes as* 2 Leing
co-cternal with the fupreme Divinity, and at other lum:S
a5 the firit produétionof his power (g).
~ “I'he fiseft definition we have of the Deity among all thc
wrirings of the ansients, is thatof Zoroafter. It hus been
wanbnitied down to us by Eufebius in his Praeparatio £«
vanpelica ; an‘author {o far from being over favourable to
the Pagans, that he makes it his bufinefs continually to
€Xpo fe and degrade their philofophy.  And yer he fays,
:hat he bad read thefe cxpxcfs woids in a book of Zoro-.
after

; {3) Strabo Iib. r5. 1:. v32  Edit. Paric, 1622,

(c) Plr. de 1id. ew Ofir. E.dxt Pans. 1645. P- 370

{d) Mezirme @sis_° S

() Scc Cudwortl’s Intell- S, flem, p. 288,
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after that was extant in his time, and known by theititie
os, The facred colleétion of Perfian Monumentse; =i’

“(f) God is the firft of all incorruptble Btkigs,, cers
nal and unbegottens: he isinot: compounded. of rparts
- there 1s nothmn cqual to. him,. or like him. - [He is
the author of good, and entirely. Uifinterefled 3 the
moft excellent of all excellent beings, and the wifeft of
all intelligent natures;, the fatherof: equity, the parent
¢ of good:laws, fclf inftructed, fclﬁfuﬂicmut, mdsthcﬁxlh
¢ former of nature.’
The medern writers:ameng the: Arab:am;:md L’orﬁzms'
who have preferved to us what remains: of  the: ancient:
dottrine of Zoroafter among the Guebri or worfhippers-of.”
fire, maintain, that the firft Magt-admitted: only: ofe eters
nal Principle of all things. Abulfeda, cited by the famous-
Dr. Pocock, fays, that accerding to the primitive dof¥rine:
of the Perflans (g) ¢ God'was prior to both hghtand.dark-—
¢ nels, and.had exifted from. all cternity - in an'aderable:
« folitude,. without any companion or. rival:’ - Snpﬁlmm.'
quoted by Dr. Hyde, fays, ¢ That the ﬁr&:MagL by did:
< not. look upon the good and evil- principles as co-eternal3;
¢ they thought that light was indeed. etergal ; but: that-
¢ darknefs was produced i in tine by the difloyalty of Abri~
¢ man;_ chief of the genu. 1
M. Bayle affirms in: his' di&tionary, that. the ;amxent:
Perfians were all Manicheans ;: but however hexcame:10s
entertain this notion; he muit certainly. have igiven, it up,.
if he had confulted the original:authors :>aimethod: whichs
that famous critick did not always. take: ' He had.aige--
nius capable of going to thebottom of any fubjedt white--
wer; but he wrote fometimes in a hurry,. and treated fu--
perficially the grave(t and moftimpertant-fubjects.. Befides,.
there is no clearing him from:the charge of loving toomuch:
the difmal obfcurity.of {cepticifin;: he is éverapon his guard!
againft alifatisfactory ideas inreligion; he fhewswith arts
and fubtletyallithe dark fides of a.qgeftion, but.he very-
Y08 . mrcly
( f) Eufeb. Pracp. Bvang, hib. r. p. 2. kdits Paris, - . -
(g) Poccck Specim. Hilh Arab. plrgsi. -
1 (5) Hyde Relig. Ant. Pesfit, cap. 9. pa,. 161, may.n.
P95 8%; i g
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sarely reprefents it in that point of light which fhines with!
evidence. What encomiums would he not have merited,:
hadhe employed his admiruble talents more for the bene=
fit of mankind ? y ;

Such was the Theology of the ancient Perfians, which
in the foregoing work I have put in the mouth of Zoroaf= -
ter; and the Fgyptans bad much the fame prineiples.
"There is nothing more abfurd than the notion geaerally
given us of their Theology; ner is any thing more im-
probable than the allegorical fenfe which certain authors
fancy they have difcovered in their hieroglyphics.  On
one hand, 1t is hard to believe that human nature could
ever fink fo low as to adore infedts, reptilés and plants
¢which they feeproduced, growing and dying every day)
without afcribing certain divine vertaes to them, or con-
fidering them as fymbols of fome invifible Power. Inthe
moft barbarous countries we fiill find fome knowledge of
a {uperior Beingy which is the ‘object of the hepe and fear
of the moft ftopid favages. * But though-we fhould fup-'
pofe there are fome ‘vations in the world fank into {o grofs
an ignorance as to'have no notion of a Deity, yetitis certain
that Egypt camnot be charged with fich a degree of ftu-
pidity. Al ‘hiftorians, as well fucred as profane, agree
10 {peaking of this people us the wifeft of all nations; aid
one of the encomiums that the holy Spirit pives to Mofes,
3, that he was learnied in all the wifdom of the Egyptiars.
Would the Holy Ghoft ‘ever have fpoken in fuch a man-
ner of a nation fo fenfelefs as to worfhip ‘onions, croco-
diles, and the molt defpicable reptiles? on the other
hand, there are certain’ modern writers who exilt the
“Fheology of the Bgyptians too high, and fancy that they -
- find in their hieroglyphics all the myfteries of the Chriftian

religion.  Afi€r the deluge, Nouh doubtlels would not
Izave bis childten ignorant of the great principles ‘of reli-
* gion, with regard 'to the three ftates of mankind; and
« tat tradition might have been fpread” from generation to
* generation “over - all the ‘nations of the world: but we
faould not infer frem thence, that the Heathens had as
““¢lear notions of thc:diviné Nature and the Meflias, as the
Jewsbad themfelyes,  Sych a fuppofition, far from doing
7 o hERE iy aley g i Bos
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honour to Holy Wiit, would only‘derogate from its dig-
nicy. 1 fhall endeavour to keep the juft medmm between:
thefe two extremes. 251

Plutarch, in his treatife of 1fis and Ofiris,. tells us (/)
that the theology of the Egyptians had two. meanings ;
the one holy and fymbolical, the other vulgar and lite-
ral; and confequently that the figures of animals which
they Iud in their temples, and avhich they feemed to-a-
dore, were only fo many hieroglyphics to reprefent the
divine attributes. ‘Purfuant to this diftin@ion, he fays, that
©finis fignifies the adtive principle, . or the molt holy Being
(4); 1fis the wifdom or rule of his operation ; Orus the
firft production of his power,the model or plaa by which he
produccd every thing, or the archetype of the world. We
fhall fee hereafter whether it be reafonable to think, that
the Pagans-had everany knowledge of a trinity of diitinct
perfons in the indivifible waity of the divine nature. Thes
much at fcaft is plein, that the Chaldeans and Egyptians
‘believed all the sttribuu s of the Deity might be reduced
to -thrce, power, underflanding and love.  In reality,
whenever. we difengage ourfelves from: matter, impoie
filence on the fecfes and imagination, and raife - our
thoughts to the cortemplation of the ‘infinitely infinite

" Being,we find that the etcrnal effence. prefents ifelf o our
mind under the three forms of power, wifdom and good-
nefs.  Thefe three® atuibutcs comprchend the torality Ob
his nature, -and whatever we can coveceive of him. « Not
to {peak therefore of the primitive traditions, which might

- poliibly be the fource of thefe: three ideas concerning the
divine nature, itis nothing extraordinary, if the Fgypticns
‘and Orientals, who had very refining. metaphyfica} beads
fhould of themfclves have difcovered them. The Grecks
and Romans were fonder of the fciences: which depend
on fenfe and imagination ;- and-for this reafon we find their-
Mythology feldom turns upon any thing but the external
operations -of the Deity -in the produdiions of nature,
whereas that of the former chiefly regards hus iatcrnal o-
perations and attributes. :

ot ‘.‘. | : 8

) Pllat. de Hid. et Ofir. p. 354 P i
“o (R) Ibid. p. 373, 374 373
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By the help of thefe principles the Theology of  the.
Pagans may be reduced to three principal divinites, with.»
out doing violence to. original. authors,. and without racke.
ing one’s brain to- digeft theirideas, which are often very -
confafed; into an intelligible fyftem.  The univerfally ac-
konowledged one fupreme God, whom they confidered as-
the fource of the divinity, and the author of all beings;
a goddcfs his wife, daughter or fifter, whom they repre-
fented fometimes as the: principle of the divine fecundity,
at other times as an emanation from his wifdom, and often:
as the companion and f{ubjet of his operations ; and laftly,.
a fubordinate- god, the fon and viceroy of the fapreme.
And thus we find among the Perfians great the Oromazes,.
the goddefs Mythra, ‘and the God Mythras; among
the Egyptians Ofiris, Ifis and Orus ; among the Greeks Ju--
piter, Minerva and Apollo.

In proporton as men departed from their primitive:
fimplicity, and as imagination took the -place of reafon,
the poets multiplied the names and images of thefe gods,
and the three fuperior divinities were=loft in a croud of”
inferior ' deites. It isneverthelefs certain; that the (/)
Philofophers always preferved: thofe three capital ideas..
Socrates, Plato, Pythugoras, Porphyry, Jambhchus, Plu-
tarch, Viacrobius and all the philofophical writers whofe
works.have been tranfmitted to us, and who.fpeak of the
gods of E£gypt.and Greece, affure us that Ptha;, Amoun,
Ofiris; Apis, Scrapis and-Anubis are the fame; -that Mars,
Mercury, Apollo, Hereules, and. Jupiter the conduéter are-
alfs> the fame 5 that-Cybele, Venus, Urania, Juno. Minerva, -
Phebe and Proferpine are:in like manner one and the fame..
‘Whence we may fairdy: conclude,: without falling into-
chimerical conjectures, that Oromazes; Ofiris, Coelus, Sa-

~warn and Jupiter, Olympias are different names to exprefs

~ the one fupreme God ; that Mythra, Ifis, Cybele, Urania,

Juno and Minerva.denote the différentattributesof thefame-

goddefs ; apd laftly, that Mythras, Orus, Mercocy, Apollo,
Hercules, and Jupiter theconductor are the feveral titles of ~

Bt 1 the

(I) See_Huet. Dem. Evang® Jambl de Myft. Egypt. p. r50.
Phuet! Ifisand Ofic. p. 327  Macrob, lib, 1, Saturn, Cudw. Intel.

Syltem, from pcge 48410494, ~ Bes wrs :
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the middle god, univerfully acknowledged by the Pagans.
1 know thag the modern materialifts have endeayourcd
to reduce all the Pagan divinities to one god and one god-~
defs, which according to them, exprefs only the two princi-
ples of nature; whereof one is active, or the infinite force,
the ¢aufe of all tae motions we behold in the usivede;
the other paflive, or the external matter, which is the fub-
je&t of all the forms produced by that moving force : this
idea is by far pofterior to that of the Orientals, Egypti-
ans “and firlt Greeks, concerning the three forms of the
divinity. It was aeither received nor known, in the fenfe
of the materialits, but by the difciples of Epicarus, as we .
{hall {fee hereafter. : )
This diflinGtion of the godsinto the three claffes, and «
that of the world into three flates, may be of great fer-
vice to clear up the confufion of the ancient M thologies. -
I-will venture to fay, thatneither Scaliger, nor Bochart,
nor Graevius, nor Gropovius, ner M. Huet, could fue-
ceed in this enterprife, becaufe they were men of more
~ learning than philofophy. = Grammariaos, Critics,, and;
thofe perfons of ftrong memories, whoemploy themfelves
wholly in the ftudy of words and fudls, are rarely remark-
able for a nice examination of principles, and are pot al-"
ways capable of entring into. the fenfe of the philofophers,
or diftingnithing the fubtility of their ideas. I confefs in-
deed, that it is dangerous to be too much attached ta
{yftems, -but yet without a fyftematical genius it is im-
poflible to carry the fciences to any. great perfedtion.

. To return to Platarch, - He concludes his treatife of
1fis and Ofiris in this manner (#7) + ¢ As he who reads the
<« works of Plato may be faid w0 réad‘Plato, and he who
< ads the comedy of Menandcr may be fuid to act Menan-
< der 3 fo the ancients gave the pame of gods to the varis -
«_ous productions of the Deity.’ Plutarch hud faid a litde
before, ¢ That care fhould be taken not to transform, dif-
¢ folve and fcatter the divine ndture into rivers; winds,
< vegetables, or bodily forms and metions.  This would.
¢ be as ridicalous as to imagine, thatthe fals, the cables,
< the rigging and the anchor e tae pilot; or that the

. s thread, -

(m) Page377, and 378.
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thread, the woof, and fhuttle are the weaver. »Such
fenfelefs notions are an indignity to the heavenly power.,
whom they blafpheme whillt they give the name of
-gods to beings of an infenfible, inanimate and corruptible;
nature.” ¢ Nothing, as he goes on, that is without a foul,
nothing that is material and to be perceized by our fenfes, . .
can be god.  Nor yet muft we imagine that there dre
different gods, according to the different countries of
Greeks and Barbarians, Northern and Southern people,
As the fun is common to all the world, tho® called by
different names in different places; fo there is but one
-fole fupreme mind or reafon, and one and the fame pro-
vidence that governs the world, though he is worfhip-
ped under different names, and has appointed fome in-
¢ ferior powers for his mumifters.” Such, according to:
Plutarch, was the doctrine’ of the firft Egyptians with re-
gard to the divine nature, . -

Origen, who was contemporary with Platarch, follows
the fame principles in'his book ‘againft Celfus, a Pagan
philofopher,  who pretended to underftand Chriftiantty,
becaufe' he underftood fome ceremonies of that religion,
though he had never entered into the fpirit of it. Now
Origen exprefies himfelf in this manner ¢ ¢ () The Egyp-
¢ tian philofophers have fublime notions with reg:cd to.
¢ the devine nature, which: they keep fecret, and never
¢ difcover to the people but under a vail of fables and .
allegorics. * Celius 4s like a man who has travelled in-
to that country; and though he has converfed with
uoue but the ignorant vulgar, yet tal es it into his head,
that he under{tands the Egyptian religion. All the Haft-
era nations, the Perfians, the Indians, the Syrians con-
ceal fecret myfteries under their religious. fubles. The- .
wife men of al] thofe religions {ee into the feofe and truc: -
meaning of thgm, whillt' the vulgir go no farther than
the exterior fymbol, and fec only the: bark that co~,
vers them,.” S : = s
Let usnext hear the teftimony of Jamblichus,who had:
fludied the religion of the Egyptians, and: underftood it
throughlg. He livedein the beginning of the third cen-

. Ty,
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tury, and - was a difciple of the famous Porphyry. As
both St. Clement () and St. .Cyril -of Alexandria (p)
affure us, there were at that time a great many Egyptian
books extant, which have been fince lolt : feveral of thefe
were highly refpected for their antiquity, and afcribed to’
Hermes Trifcgiftus, or one of his firft difciples. Jambli-
chus had read thefe books, which had been tranflated by
the G.zcks; and this is the account that he gives of the
Theology which they taught. ¢ According to the Egyp-
< tians, Fifton, orthe fitft God, exifted in his folitary uni-

ty before all bemngs (7). He is the fountain and o-°
riginal of every thing that either has underftanding or is
. to be underftood. He is the firft principle of all things,
felf-fufficient, incomprehenfible, and the father of all
effences.” Hermes fays likewife, ©That this fupreme
God has conftituted another God, called Emeph, to
be head over all fpirits whether ethereal, empyrean,
or celettial; and that this fecond God, whem: he
ftiles the guide, is a wifdom that transforms and con-
verts into itfelf all {piritual Beings. -He makes nce
thing fuperior to this god-guide, but only the firft
intelligent, and firft intelligible, who ought to be adored
in {ilence.” He adds, ¢ That the fpirit which produceth *
all things has different names, according to his different
propertics 2nod operations ;. that he is called in-the
Egyptian language Amoun, as he is wife; ‘Ptha, as he
is the life of all things ; and Oliris, ashe is the author
of all good.” Thus, according to Jamblichus, it is evi-
dent that the Epyptians admitted only one principle, and
amiddle god, like the Mythras of the Perfians.
The notion of a fpirit conflituted by-the fupreme God,
.o be the head and guide of all fpirits, is very ancieot. The
‘Hebrew doétors believed that the fonl of the Meflias was
created from the beginning of the world, "and appointed -
to prefide over all the orders ofintelligences, This opinion °
was founded“on a notion, that finite natures cannot incef-
fantly contemplate the brghtnefs and glories of the divine
effence ; and muft peceffarily fometimes turn off their
* view,

R ) A Al Tal @ lUnd e ah ey R A AR A AR

.

® . (o) Strom.L6.p. 133. “(p) Comtra Julan. lib. 1.
() Jambl, de Myft, Egyp. Ed. Lugd. 1552, 153, 154
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view, and adore the Creator in his work ; that at fuch times

there muft be anhead to Jead fpirits throu_hall the regidns -

ofimmenfity, and fhew them all its beauties and wonders.
To have a more perfect knowledge of the Theology of
the Oricntals and Egyptians, it may not beimproper to ex-
amine that of the Grecks and Romans, which is derived.
originally from it. The Philofophers of Greece went
0 fludy wiffom in Afia and Egypt. Thales, Pytha-
garas, Plato, drew the belt of their knowledge from: thence.
The traces cf oriental tradition are now indeed in 2 man-
ner worn out: but as there are feveral monuments of the
Theology of the Greeks {till preferved, we may judge of
the mafters by their difciples. :
We muft however diftinguifh between the gods of the
Pocts and thofe of the Philofophers. Poctry deifies all
the various parts of nature, and gives fpirit to bodies, as
well as body to fpints: It espreffes the operations and
propertics of matter by the a@lions and paflioss of fuch in-
vifible powers, as the Pagans fuppofed to be dire&ors of
all the metions and events that weleein the univerfe. The
poets pafs in 2 moment from allegory to the literal fenfe,
and from the literal fenfe to allegory; from real Gods
to fabulous Deities; and this occafions that jumble of

their images, that abfurdity in their fidtions, and thatin-

decorum in their expreffions, which are fo juftly condem-
ned by the Philofophers.  Notwith{tanding this multipli-
cation of inferior Deities, thefe poets howeveracknowledged
- that there was but ene only fupreme God.” This will ap-
ear from the very ancient traditions which we ftill have
of the philofophy of Orpheus. T am far from thinking that
Orpheus was the author of thofe works which go under-
his name: 1 believe with the famous Grotias, that thofe
books were wrote by the Pythagoreans, who profefied
themfelves d-fciples of Orpheus: but whoever were the
authors of thefe writings, it is certain that they are older
than Herodotus and Plato, and were in greart efteem a-
mong the heathens; {o that by the fragments of them {till
preferved, we puy form a judgment of the ancient
Thenlogy of the Grecks. - T fhall begin with the abridg-
ment which T‘irﬁothcus the Cofmographer gives us of the
; ; dog-

¢

s
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dodtrine of Orpheus.  This abridgment is ﬁrcfervcd n
Suidas (7), -Cedrenys () and Eufebius.
¢ There is one unknown Being exalted above and pri-
“or toall beings, the author of all’ things, even of the ae-
ther and of every thing that is below the aether : “thisex-
alted being is life, hgut and wifdom ; which three namcs
exprefs only one and the fame po“er, which drew all’
beings, vifible and invilible, oatof nothmg Trappears by this
patk age, that the dodtrine of the creation, (or the produc-.
tion of fubftances) and that of the three forms of the Dj-
vinity were not unknown to the heathen Phllo‘bphcrs L
fhall foon find them in Plato.
> Proclus has tranfmitted down to us this extraordinary
paffage of the Theology of Orpheus (#). ¢ The univerfe
< was produced by jupntc:r, the- cmpyraeum, the deep
Tartarus, the earth, and the ocean, the immortal gods
and goddefles ;. all that is, all that has been, and all that
fhall b‘., was contained, originally in the fruitfal bofom of
Jupiter, Jupiter is the firft and the laft, the'beginning and
the end.  All beings derive their origin from him.” He
* is the primitive father and the immortal Virgin. - "Heisthe
dife, the caufe, and the encrgy of allthings. = There is
but one on]y posver, one only God, and one fole univerfil
King of all.’ “This paflage feems to infinuate, that the
hiber i fibfan it o ot from the divine eflence,
and not a mere effect of his power: however, this grofs
error is noiproof of Atheifin i n hlm..WhO mamtams it, as

- we fhall fee hereafter. - Ve e

I thall conclude the Theoligy of Orpheus wnh 4 ﬁimcms

paffage of the author ofthe Argonautica, whois looked u= |

poRfa be a difciple of bis (#). ¢ We will fing fiult an
¢ hymn upon the ancient chaos ; how the heavens, the fea,
¢ and the earth were formed out of' it. - We willfing like-
wife that eternal, wife, and felf: perfe& toze, which re-
duced this ¢haosinto o;der ().’ ~Ic 1S ch,af enough from.
: . i £y

ok

Y

(r) Scidas de Orph. 350. (:) Ccdrcnus, p. rg/

{#) Proclus de Timaeo, p. 95. det F ugg_d- 25
() Argon. apud Steph. p. 71. : s
{w) Vetegz3: Upsﬂwmav 75 % awarsm tc&-;mv ’Ep"rz. ¢
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the do&rine of the thLogony or birth of the gods, that the
atcient Pocts alcribed all to ‘a firft being, who- dlﬁntar\‘-
gled. the chaos.  And it is for this rcafon’that'Ovid thus
exprefles himfelf in the firft book of 'his’ Mu‘mipi‘Pho(csx
(). (¢ Before there was a fea’ and ant eartly, before there Way

«an heaven 'to cover the world, umvt'rf I'natare \ms hat

¢ oncndigeftedfluggifh mafs; called'a chaos, The {eeds 6F all
< things'jumbled together wercin a perperudl diftord, till a
¢ Bencficent Deity put an end to the difference.’’ VWords
which fhew Plamlv that the Latin Poet, who fo]]owed the
‘Greek tridition, makes a’ “diltinétion’ between thé chaos,
and God; \vho%y His wifdom brought it out of confution
r. " T ought however in’ this ‘place t6 obferve,

tfmt. ahe? Greek ' and Roman “Mythology, in” ‘relation
to the chaos, ‘is much ‘more’ n'nperfg& than that of the
Orientals. and Egypuans who tell us tlmt there was an
hippy and pcrfc& ‘flate of the world' prior to the chaos;
<hat the good prmc&pktould never produce any thing ¢ Vil
ﬂ?at his fitft Work could not be confufion and’ dxford
i 8 word, that’ Phyﬁca.l”enl' is nothing elfe
af‘ae e"ﬂi‘dral vl Tewis thc inmging

éxple : ﬁ

nattérs  light and’ afﬁne'ﬁ aﬁ mdxgdhd

chaos and a Dei ty to.reducc itintoorder.

A ‘”Ecé’“ ﬁy&e’ tand Virgl \mh o proFcr at-
% ’ndm hﬂh“l ing the wild flights

ihdec sby which

thcy{mﬁeﬁﬁ'ks _ﬁkﬁﬂi’év‘lﬁlmfc Nature, the marv c-

ich runs throug their fable is foﬁndea apon thefe

_;p‘i%ii:,p!’és 7 is'there one fupreme God,

call the fathe?, and the Sovereign

{ of 'the wor]d the

is full of: fobordxmtc
iffers’of that fupreme God.'3. That
g0 ﬁ’d é\f‘ﬂ’ irwie and vice, knowledge and crror, arife
froni’ the’ H‘xﬂ%rérrt“mﬁuenca and mfpxr:mon of the good

‘{”}D;"?’ﬁ-, i\mame Lxp A

he firlt God, 2nd the °

_md'
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and evil Ccnu, who dwdl in t.he air, the fca, the carth,
«nd the heavens., .
The tragic and, lym: ch;s cxprcfs tbemﬁ:lves a&g(d)c
fame manner, as the cpic Poets, , Eunpides.exprefly ac
knowledses. the dcpcndmcc of all; beings, upen, one foh.
pnncxplc ¢ © Father and king of Gods and men 2 fays he,
why do we nnﬂ.mblc morta]s tarxcy that we knoy any :
thing, ) or can_do any thmg Uqr huc dcpcuds g ‘thy
will, G2 o
Sophogles reErcfems *,}_‘8?. pcnty to g3 asa; favqr;:xgn d 7
ligence, which, is, trutl wifdom, a.nd {I';c pgcrn&l,}gxyrpf
all fbmts (z) sz no, fays he, mort,;LnaEur;:
that laws owe xln;zr ~origin ; they come from above ; they
come down from hcavcn nfdf Za umtc;,olympms is, a%pgc
the father of them. . 7 b _,_4
Plautus mtroduceﬂ: 13;: mfcnor deity fpeak
manaer (). ¢ I ama citizen of the a.feﬂiﬂ sﬁy,aOf ! 4‘
< Jupiter, the father of gods and men, is.the head. , He
¢ commands the nations, ..nd_.,ends us. over all hngdoms,
‘ to take an account of the ndué‘t ami aéhons, the pi-
¢ ety and virtue of men, In vaindo mortals endeavour
‘
.«

to bribe him with their oblations and factifices. Tha_y
lofe thexr paing, for he nbhms . orﬁng of the im-
PIOUS
¢ O Mufe, fays Hor'\ce, purfu:mt o thc cuﬂom x;f our
anceftors, cdcbhtc firlk the great Jove, ¥
-God and men, the earth, the {cas, and
verde ;- there is nothmg- e:ater than hc,
* like, nothing that is equal tohim (HF .
1 thall LODdL!de my q_uotauons out of thc 0Cts 1,
furprifing paffage of Lucan.. ‘When <ato, after cmﬂ'mn
~ the deferts of Lybia, arrises:
Ammon, Labienusis for p«.rﬁmdmghun oconfulttheonacle.
Upon \vhnch occafion the Foet puts this anfwerm the
mouth of that Philofophical hero, ¢ () Whydo you, Labi-
¢ caus, propofe to me toafk the Oracle whether we fhould
¢ choofc todiein aftate of freedom with aurfwordsm our

gy

‘A no-

7 2 CE < hands,
(7) Eurip. Supplic. A&. 3. ver. 134. &a. Edic. Cznt.
€2) In' Oedip. Tyran, 4y Plaut, Rndcrf ’

() B. x. Ode 120 (c), Lcan. Lib; 9. vef. 56‘0. ;
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W hcthcr virtue does not n¥ake us flipeitor to: misfor=
tanes? 'And whether troe glory depends upon fuccefs 2

We know thefe things alveady, and the oracle cannot give
us clcnrc‘r anfwers thanwhat God imakes us feel every

we have occafion’ito know.” ‘He hathonot chofcn the
« parchied fands:of Lybia to buty trath in thofe deferts,

,.,..-.-a.nn...

-

»He makes hinfelf known to 2l the world, he fills all

« places, « thelearthy 'the fea, stheair, ‘the: heavens; he’

* makes lis' particelar abode in the foul of the julks. Why
¢ then thould!wé feek him elfewhere 2’ Tn the foregoing

palfuge: Fhave omitted this expreflion, - Fupiter oft quod-" |

cunguevidis s not enly becaufe in fome manuferipts we read
z :}:f,;&zr efd quotustgus. ‘wides, baralfobecaufe-the Poctby
the word guodeurgie coitfounds the vifible world with the
ethereal matter, which the Stoicks and Orientals confider-

d as the body- ofthewl)mnmy “however he reprefents Ca-

toras admowledgmg» a fovercign intelligence, wlnch s7alt
that T wonld ‘prm.e s
* o Let us ‘pafs from the Poets to the Bhdofopbers, et
begm jith “Phales the Milefian, chiief of the Lonic fchool
(), Whmhwd Wﬁxhﬂudrcd yeats before the birth of
{ we none of his works now left; but we
[ maxims, which have been Emnfmitted'
uis by’ et molt venerable wyiters of antiquity.
© God s the mo{’fanchz of all beings 3 he is the author of
.« the univerfe, which is full of wonders (¢); he is the
< mind which broug}lt the cliaos out of confufion into ordes

¢ (/)3 he is without beginning and without ending, and -

¢ pothing is hid from him (g); nothing can refilt the

& force of fate ; but thls fatc is nothmg but the immutable
O b 1 : i 9 l"“"
(d) For. Olym % (:)Dxng Larrt vita. Thal Jike. Tia

(f) Cicea. de Nat, Deor. lib. 1. p. 1113, Edit.- Amil: x66~l
( g) S. Clem. Alcx: Strom Vo :

hands, rather tham fee  tyranny ‘enflave our: country 2
WWhether this mortal life be only 1a refhora:toa more)
lafting- one - “¥Vhegher; violence can” hurt'a good: man 7.

moment inthe bottomof ourhcart, We are allunited to'
the Deity.. He his no necdzof words t6 convey his mean-+
ing to'us;and he told us at our birth every thing that

that it miglitbe: underftood ‘only by a fmall number.’

o



OF THE PAGANS' = a4y
¢ reufon and eternal power of Providence (4): VVh'zt'is
{Gll more furprifing in Thales; is his definition of the fotl :
he callsiit 5 a felf-moving prmclplc Q:), !hcreby»to dx[hnv
guiflvit from mateer.. !

Pythagoras (4) is; the: ﬁ.cond gueat pln}afopher‘aftcr
Thales, and chicF of the Jtalic {chool. Every body knows:
the abfinence, filence; retirement: and great: purity of mo-*
rals! swhichthe required of his difeiples: . He was-veryfea-'

- fible that human undertanding alone conld pever attain 'to!

" the knowledge of divine- things, unlefs the heartwas pur='

ged of its 'paflions. ' Now thefe: are the notions which he

has left us of the Deity. ¢ (/) Godis neither the'objettoft

- fenfe, nor fubjec to paffion ;. but invifible; purely intel-
ligible, and fopremely intelligent. In his body be is ike:
thc light; and in his foul he refembles truth (7). Heis:

* the univerfal Spurit that pervades and: diffufeth itfelfover-

- all nature; + All beings receiye their life from him (#).:
There isbut one only Ged; whoisnat, asfome are apt
to imagine;  feated above the world, beyond the orb of:

- the unverfe 3. but: beimge all io himfelf, he fees all the

¢ beings that inhabit his- immenfity. - He:is the fole Brin--
ciple, the Light of heaven; the Father of all;: he pro-
duces every th-ng, h orders and difpofes ‘every thing s

“ he is the-reafon; the: life;. and the mation-of all:bes-

“ ings (2).” 99054, Stisove Lt
He taught that befides: the, firlt. Principle;. .thereswere:

three forts of intelligentbeings, gods; herors ind fouls ()

He confidercd: the firf}. as. the unaleerable images/of the: °

, fovereign Mind;: huma.n([ﬂuls 45 the lealt-perfefof reafon=r

able fubftances, and heroes as a fort-of middle beings pla--

ced berween the two others,, in order jo raife.up fouls 1o,

the divine umon-(g). Thus h reprefents to. us:the diyine:

I‘mmmﬁty as comammg innumerable 1tls inhabited by~

rio i

A A m R e A .

RS S

3% - piritss
Plat. de Phh?hﬁ lib, 4

(B Stob. Edl. Phyf:
G 2. Stob. Ech. Phyfi cap g0+

~ (&) Eloruit ()l\mp LXs

(1) Plut.Vita Numae ctf'%og Lacrt. 1'1: ;

“(m) Vit, Pythi. Porphyr. R (n, La& Inﬁ hb 55

(o) 3. Juft. Cohort. 1. ad Graec. p 18!
p) ona Lacrt, hu. 8, L (q) ngrocl.»Com m Cann;.
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“ipirits of different orders. ~ And this is the true fenfe of

that fanious expreflion afcribed to the Pythagoreans, thit -

unity was the principle of all things, and that from. this
unity there {prang an infinite duality. - We are not by
this duality to-underftand. the two: principles of the Mani-
chees; but, as fome think, the fecond-and third forms

of the Orphean trinity and triform Deity, or, rather, a

world of intelligent and corporeal fubftances, which, is the

effe& whercof unity is' the caufe (7).~ This is the fenti,
ment of Porphyry, and it ought tobe preferred'before that
of Platarch, who is forafenbing the Manichean fyltem to

Pythagoras, without producing for it any proof.

Pythagoras agreed with Thales in defining the foul to.
be ‘a felf-moving Principle (¢). He maintained farther,
<« That whenit quits the body, itis re-united to-the foul of*
< the ‘world (p); thatitis nota god, but the work of an
< eternal’ God () ; and that it is-immortal on account of " -
< its principle (7). This Philofopher was of opinion that

_ man wascompofedofthree parts ( /), a pure fpirit.an ethe-
eal (mateer, which he called the fubtile vehicleofthe foul):
znd a morral or grofs body." The old Greek Poets had
‘dreffcd up this opinion ip adifferent gnifc; they called the
ethereal body the reprefentation, the image, or the fhadow ;

< ‘becaufe they fancied that this fubtile body, when it came-
down from heaven to animate the terreftrial body, aflum-~
<d its form jult as melted metal takes that of the mould
dn which itis calt.  They faid, that after death the {pirit,
tifl cloathed with this fubtile vehicle, flew upto the re-
gions of the moon, where theyplaced the Elyfian ficlds.
tnd: there, ds they imagined, a fort of fecond death en-.

d'by thefeparan pure {pirit from:it’s vehicle - -

the®gods, the otherftaid in the a-

I *This is “the reafon why Ulyfles fays.

' jnthe Odyfleis, ¢ That he faw in the Elyfian fields the-

. # divine Hercules, i. e. his image; for as for him, he is.
% withthe immortal gods ififts at their banquets (£).”
Y . N T
~ () Plut. Plac. L. 4, cap. 2

- (n) Porphyr. vita Pyth:  +
(p) @icer. de Senecc. 215
“Ag) Ib. de Nat. Deor. ke v oo (r) Tufe, lib. 1.p. 1390,
() musvgen, Yugm, coxay (1) Odyfl Iib, 1x. p. x67. -
a “
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Pythagoras did net adopt the poetic fiftion-of a fecond *

Jeath. ~He hdld, that: the: pare {pirityend. it’s fubtile ve-

hicle being born. together;: were infeparable,. and returned
afrer death to the ftar from whenee they defeended. . The
Platonills and. almoft-all the ancient philofophers had the
fame notion (z). -St. Paul; fpeaking of the refurrection,
feems to favour this diftinction of the celeftial and the ter-
reltrial body 3¢ But fome will fay, how are the dead raifed
« up? and with what body do they -come? Thou' fool,
< that which thou foweft is not thas.body which fhall be,
< but bare grain.—Soalfo. is:the: refurreétion: of the
¢ dead, it is fown in corruption,: it is raifed in incorrup-
¢ tion; itis fown in difhonour, it is raifed in glory; itis
¢ {own in weaknefs, it is railcd in power ;. it is fown a pa~
< taral body, it is raifed a fpintual body———Now this I
< fay, brethren, becaufe that flefh and blood canpot inhe-
< 1it the kingdom of God (x).”  Benceit is, that fome of
the ancient fathers, as well as our.modern divioes () have
concluded, that the mortal and terreftrial body, . swhich is
_ever changing, and-does not ontinue ope moment the:
fame, is fomething merely accidental to our fubftance, and
does not originally. belong 10-it: a thick cruft, a coarfe
covering caft over the celeftial, fpiricual, adlive and glorions.
bady, which being usvaiied and: enlarged at the refurrec-
tion, will appear in all its beauty 5 that this inunortal {eed,
this incorvapuble body, this hidden principle, which is per-
haps at prcfent the fear of the foul, will, for reafons known
to God only remain buried after death in the common mals:
_ of matter till the laft manifeftation of the divine Power ;
and that then the face' of the earth willbe renewed by pu-
_1ifying flames, whieli will purge our globe of all that dark
and earthly drofs which it has contrafted.  And. this no-
tion renders the doGine of the refurreéien intelligible and:

philofophical. ; R :

%20) S  Ifhall
() Plot. Enn, 4.1 3. et Enn. 6.1 4. Philopon, Procm. in Ariff.

de Anim. DProcl. Comm. in Tim. p. 164- 290, Hierocl, aurea
Carm. p. 93. Suidas the word Avyondys, Cudworth Intelleét..

* Syft. p. 79- § i - 3
(x) Cor XV.Ver. 35, 4%, §0- =i, 27 3 .
() Dr. Clake on the being and attzibutes -of God, p-357s.

358, 339, 5 3 e - St
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I fhalt conclide the article of Pythagoras witha fim-
mary of his-dodrine as it is given us by St. Cyrli= 7 < Wi s

« fee plainly, fays this Father, that Pythugoras'rxmintain~-‘"'

« ‘ed, that there was butone God, the original and caafe ™
« of all things, who enlightens every thing, animates eve-'
¢ ry thing, and from whom every thing proceeds, ‘who
¢ has given being to all things, and 1s the fource of all
<« ‘motion (2).”" o
After Pythagoras comes Anaxagoras () of the Tonic:
fe&t, born at Clazomene, and n_iaf’ter'to’ Pencles the Athe=
pian hero. This philofopher was the firft after Thales in
the Tonic fchool who perceived: the neceffity of introducing
a fapreme Intelligence for the formation of the univerfe.
He reje@ed with contempt, and with' great ftrength of
reafon refuted the dorine of thofe who held, that () a
blind neceflity and the cafual motions of matter had pro-
duced the world. ~ He endeavoured to prove that a pure
and uncompounded- Spirie-prefides over the univerfe.« © - ¢
According to Ariffole’s account, the reafoning of A-
naxagoras was founded upon thefe two principles = 1. That
< the idea of matter not including that of a@tive force, mo-
tion could not be one of its-properties. Wemnft there—
‘fore, faid he, feek fome where elfe to find out the caufe
‘ofits adtivity: Now this active principle, as it was the
‘caufe of motion; he i:aﬂed‘t‘he'ﬂiﬂi, ‘becaufe it animates:
the univerfe (¢). 2. He diftinguithed between this uni-
“yerfal princfpl‘enf motion, and the thinking principle,.
which laft he called the underftanding (#). “He faw no-
thidg in ntatter that had ‘any ‘refemblance to ‘this pro-
~perty; and from thence he inferred, that there-was in
nature another fubftance- befides matter. But-he ad-
“ded, that the foul and fpiriv were one and - the fame
fubtance diftinguifhed by us only in-regard of'its diffe-
rent operatioss; and that of all effences it was the moft
mple, the moft pure, and the ‘moft exempt from all:
‘mixture and_compofition.* This philofopher paffed at
: expainceads Atliens:

R AT et O eviihtiagi Bt e B W A A G

(z) S.Cynil. contra julian. lib. z. p. 8s. :
(a) Ebor Olym L XXX s () Plot. Vita Pericly.
(c) Arilt- de’Anim, lib, 1. caps 2. p. 1619, Edit, Darif, 1629

{A) 1bids o269, ~ T ! By
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*Athens for an atheily, beeanfe he depied that the ftars and
pl'nets were gods (¢). He maintained, that thefielt were
{uns, and the latter habitable worlds; fo very ancient is
the {yftem of a plurality of worlds, which has been gene-
rally thought o be piodera, - - : £
Plato (/) contGemns Anaxagoras for having explamed
all the phaenomena of nature by matger and motion. De~ -
{cartes has oply revived this opinion. T cannot but think
itvery unjuft toaccufe the philofopher of Clazomene, or
his follower, of atheifm, on this account, fince they both
lay it down for a principle, thatmotion is not a property of
-matter, and confequently, that the moying force is alto-~
. ‘gether fpirial. It mu_},i: peverthelefs be allowed, that
the French philofopher is blameable in fuppofing that the:
vifible world is the neceflary -and unavoidable effect of a.
mere impulfion given to an indefinite_matter,  Hence it
would follow, 1. That the laws of motion are not arbi-
trary. and dependent on a fovercign Intelhigence who adls.
with wifdom and defign; which totally deftroys the idea
of final caufes. 2. That the world, fuch as we fee it,
with all its irregularitics, defets and diforders,, is pre~
cifely in the fame (tate wherein it was at firll produced by |
the Creator: thefe two principles were the faral fource of |
Spinoza’s atheifm: believing with Defcartes,, that nuattcr
and extenfion are the fame thing, and that all the diife-
reut phacnomena of nature are the effect of the neceflary
laws of motion, he prefently inferred that immenfe exten-
fion and infinitc force might be properties of the fame eters
pal fubflance, which adts. by. the immutable laws of a blind
necefliry SRR v T 1 SRR e T e LR
" The moft fublime genius of our age, being feofible of
thefe monftrous abufes of Cartefianifm, “refolved to under~
mine the foundations of that philofophy. He demonftrat~ -
ed that the primary laws | of motion are pyrely arbitrazy,
and eftablifhed with knowledge and defign by an intelli-
gent Archite®, in order to the prefervation of his work,
and the accomplifimens of fuch ends as are worthy of his
wifdom. Itis with great injuftice that this philofopher has
been accufed with. throsing us pack wlto the occule'quali-
e e gt e e
() Plat. de Legib. 15. p. 886. (f) Pt Phagd. p. 73« A
o
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tics-of the Peripatctics. T confeft indeed that the obfeure

and confufed ideas which 2bound in the writings, of fotke -

of shis difciples, have given too much occalion to certam
forcigners to reject the philofophy of Sir Ifaac Newton, at-
the fame time that they admite his geometry; but itis
clear from his (¢) fielt wriungs, that he never confidered
atrraction as ‘a caufe, but only as an effect, and tbat.h;
always fuppofed that this effeét might be produced by 1m-

pulfion (4). * Provided we rejeét the abfolute plenum of

the Cartelians, - their romantic elements, and their celeftial
vortices which are by no means geomesncal, this incompar-
able philofopher (7) admits that there may be a fubtile
Apirit, or cthereal matter diffufed through all the immenfe

=

4

fpaces; to be the univerfal caufe and fpring of all the mo-

tions of the celeftial and terreftrial bodics; of clafticity,
electricity, cohefion, fluidity, vegetation and fepfation; of-
the emiflion, refraétion and reflectionof light, and even of
attradtion itfelf, which he looks upon as the immediate
caufe of the moft part of naturaleffets ; he would not how-
ever pretend to explain the laws of this ethereal flad, for
wantof a [ufficient number of expetiments to' prove them.
Jv was an effential ‘principle with him, that natural philo-
fophy thould be founded wpon experiments, and that thefe
thould afterwards be applied to geometry, in order to ga-
ther from thence fomething more to be depended upon
than'ingenious conjeftures.  His writings difcover a won-
derful fagacity;’ penetration and depth, andall the marks
of a folid undetftanding, which allows nothing to imagina-
tion in matters of réafon; and though Delcartes mulft be
granted to have furpaffed him in perfpicuity and method,
he was unqueftionably ncither fo profound nor fo geome-
tnical agenias, and gave a greater loofc to imagination.

- Socrates (4 foliows clofe after Anaxagoras. The com-
mon notion i15; that he was a martyr for the Unity of
K Gt i Baan BT O ol foravis ~ the

quam. ad centrum undique tralumtor, (impelluntar vel ucingue
tendunt. Phil, Nat. Princ. p. 2. :

(9 Vis centxipét;eﬂ;"étia ‘corpora. verfus punétum aliquid tan-

(h) Quam ego attri-Gisnem 'appélzlo.v"‘ﬁcri I‘ané p'olc.’l ut ea effi-=
ciatur ivpulft, vel alio aliquu modo nobis ignoto: Opt. Ed. Lat.
‘pag. 380, - (7) Phil. Nat. Princ. pag. ult. Opt. pag. i

(£} Floruir Olym; XC. + :

.
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the Godhead,. in hmng refufed to pay bis'homage <o
xhc oods ol Grcecc Jbut it is a miftake. - In theapology

- for ﬂ;l;ts _philofopher, Socrates acknc=
t tauffubou‘mdtﬂ deities, and; teaches,: that the
ftars and’ the fun are animated by intelligences who ought
& pp«.d’ with divine honours, - The fame: Plato
o 1S, dxa!ogut. wpon_holinefs (/) tells us, that Socrates
Was not punithed for denying that thc;c: were inferior gods;
but for dec iming openly aogun& the poets who. afcmbcd
Liaran pafl 9 and enormous crmes to. thofedeities.
Soua.es,’l;owcvqr, hilft he fuppofed feveral ;mfmar
gods,, admuted all the vhile bur only one etemal Principle.
‘{enophon has left us an zcellent abridgment of the Fhe-
ology of that ph'lofopher “Tisperhaps: the moft impor2
tant picce we have of antguity. : It contains the conver=
fition of Socrates thh Anﬁodcmus, who ‘doubted of thg
cxnﬂcnce of God. Socratcs makes-him at firft-take notice
of all the. chara&ers Qf defign, of art, of the wifdom that
afpcar all over theumvcr,{c, and parncqlarly;n the mecha-
nitm of the hu'nan bpdy i (7)1)(J)o )ou,bc)xeve, fays he
thien .to An&odemus, c;an you belicye that you arc the
only intelligent being? you know: that you poficfs buta
ittde piu'm.le of that matter. svhxch compofes, the world,
a fmall porttion of that wa hich moifkens; it; - a fpark
“of that flame which animates-t. . Is underftanding pe-
culiar to_you alone 2. have you fo engroffed and confined
it 10 yourfelf; ; i ¢ d,np ul.;e elfe? does
¢ ‘blind chence work every. thing,. and is xku:rc vo fuch
© thm’r as wxrdom befides. wbat you | have? . . Ariftodenaus
h:mng rcpIrcd that Be did not fee tbat wxfe Architeét of -
the Univerfe ;. Socrates apfwers him, ¢ Neither doyou fee -
} h\ch goyerns . your own body, and. regulates
: ~ You nngbt as wc]l «conclude, - that ‘you
< do nothmg yourfclf with defign and :enfoq, a5 maintain
¢ that every thingis done by blind chance in the univerfe.’
Ariftodemus at length acknowledging a fupreme Being, is
{tll in doubt as to Providence ; not being able to compres
lxmdﬂixow thc Dcnty can ﬂ.c cvsty thmg at once. | Socra-
> ics

LIS SRR S S

(1) Plat Fut)pb p. 53 etd
g;,)xcn.mdn Soc. Ed. Bafl. 5,79. lib. . 573.
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¢ zesreplies, ¢ Ifthe fpmt that refides inyour body mmes
3 and difpofes it at its plealure, why fhould not that fove=
¢ ¥cign Wildom which prefides over the univeife; be able
¢ likewifc to regulate and order every thing asit plcafos?b
¢ if your eye can fee objects at the diftance of feveral
$ furlongs ; why fhould not the eye of God be able to-fee
¢ every thing at once? if your foul can think at the fime
¢ time upon what is at Athens,:in Egypt; andin Sicily 5 why
¢ fhould notthedivine Mind be able to take care of every
¢ thing, being every where prefent to his work ?* Socrates -
perceiving at laft that the infidelity-of Ariftodemns didnét
arife fo much from his reafon as from his heart, concludes
with thefe words ; ¢ O Anftodemus, apply yourfelf {incerely |
¢ to worfhip God; he swill enlighten you, -and all you! :
¢ doubts wallfoon bc removed ! > '
Plato, a difciple of Socrates,. 6l the fame prin-
cxplcs He lived about the hundredth Oly mpiad, ‘at a
time when the dodtine of Democritus had made a great |
progrefs at Athens. ‘The defign of all his Fheology is togive
us noble {entiments. of the: Deity, 'to fhew us-that fouls -
were condemaed to animate mortal bodies, - conly in order
to-expiate faults they had committed in a pre-exiftent fhate 5 o |
and in fine, to teach that religion is the only way to refloré
' us to our firfk glory and peffection.  He defpifes all the
tenets: of tht ‘Athenian fuperﬂ’mon, and endeavours - to
,{m of them i The chief ebju& of - this Philo=
3 hxs unmartal capacity:{he dpeaks of hini
onlyto thew that thedhortelt way to im-
t fd.icharge all. thcdums of civil

-:vand focxal

n eginni hi ,Timzeus dxﬂmgmfhes be-
+ tween being whi iseternally, and being which has been
made ( 7 ) . ancther of his dialogues hedefines
. caofe which makes - things exift hat had
deﬁmuou “hich ﬂtews that he had

Gl 3 ‘an

(07 TILoT txny a'au.-m eporpLey evatl J‘uvaz,un ¥ TIS aveTi yiyvnTad
ToIs {n TPOTEROY. DUTIV UTTEROY. 7tva£}m. Plat. SoPLuﬂ pag- 185.
Ed. Franc, 160z, : 4
e L]
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an idea of creation. Nor isitat all furprifing that he fhould

~ bave this idea, fince it implies no contradiction. In rea-
lity, when God creates he does not draw a being out of
nothing, as out of a fubje upon which he works ; but he
makes fomething exilt which did not exift before. - "The
idea of infinite power neceffarily fuppofes that of being able
to produce new fubftances as well as new forms. To make
a fubftance exift which did not exift before, has nothing in
it mor¢ inconceivable than the making a form exift which
was not before; for in both cafes there is a new reality
produced; and whatever difficulties there are in conceiy-
ing the paﬁ'agc from nothing to bring, they are as'puzzling
in the one as in the other.  As therefore it cannot be de-
nied but that there is a moving power, though we do not
concerve how it alts; fo neither mult we deny that there
is a creating power, becaufe we have not a clear idea
of it.

To return to Plato. He firft confiders the Deity in
his eternal folitude before the produétion of finite beings.
He fays frequently like the Egyptians, ¢ That this firlt
< fource of Deity is furrounded with thick darknefs, which

. ¢ no mortal can penctrate, and that this inacceflible God
< isto be adered only by filence.” ’Tis this firlt Principle
which he calls in feveral places the Being, the Unity, and
the fupreme Good (p); the fame in the intelligent world,
that the fun s in the vifible world. © He afterwards repre-
fents to us this firft Being as fallying out-of his unity to con-
fider all the various manners by which he might reprefent
himfelf exteriorly ; and thus the ideal world, comprehend-
ing the ideas of all things, and the truths which refult
thence, was formed in the divine Unded}andmg Plato
always dtﬁmgmﬂles between the ﬁlpl eme Good, and that
‘Wifdom which is only-an emanation from-hin:. ¢ That
¢ which prefents truth to the mind, fays he, 2nd that which
¢ gives us reafon is the fupreme Goed. He is the caufe
< and fource, of truth (7). He hath begotten it like him-
¢« fef.  As the lightis not the fun, but an emanation from

Aa ] Sars

(p) De Repub lib. 6. 686. = ; &
5 (g) De Repub Mb. 6. p. 687. Touroy -mn.w paver pe MEyEv 70V
2 TW x/:la'ou EXYOVIY O fcya$’av tymwev asz)av fXUTw,
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< it; fo trathis not the firlt Principle, but his emanation.
And this is what he calls the Wifdom, or the Logos.: And
laftly, he confiders the firft Mover difplaying his power to
form real beings, refembling thofe archetypal ideas. He
ftiles him ¢ () The Energy,’ or fovereign Archite& who
< created the univerfe and the gods, and who does what-
¢ foever he pleafes in heaven, on the earth, and in the. -
¢ fhades below.” He calls him likewife ¢ Pfyche, or the
. < foul'which prefides over the world, rutber than the foul
< of the world ;> to denote that this foul does not make a
part of the uaiverfe, but animates it, and gives it all its
forms and movements. Sometimes he confiders the three
divine attributes as three caufes, at other times as three
beings, and often as three gods: but he affirms that they
are all but one fole divinity ; that thereis no effential diffe-
rence between them; that the {econd s the image of the
firft, and the third of the fecond; that they are not three
fuas, but one: and that they differonly as the light, its
rags, and the refieétion of thofe rays (/).
“In other placss, and efpecialiy in“the Timaeus Lo-
crus (1), Plazo fpzaks of three other principles, which he
calls, "1d8z, "Tar, Aicdrrdc: by the firlt he underftands the
archetypal idcas contained in the divine Intellet - by the”
{econd, a primary matter, iacorraptible, eternal, uniform,
without figure or divifion, buat capable of recetving all forms
and motions: by the third, the vilibic univerfe, bound-d,
corruptible, confifting of various parts; and this he {Hl=s
the fon, the effect and the work of the idea as the primitive
father, and of the ", as the univerfal mother of whatey -r
‘exilts. We vught never to confound thefe three principles
«of patare with the three forms of the Divinity, which he
calls Agathos, Logos and Pfyche; the fovereign Good,
‘which.is the principle of Deity, the Intelle& which drew the
plan of the.world, and the Energy which executed it.
Though we fhould fuppofe that Plato confidered the
Logos and the Pfyche, the Intellet and the Energy, not
B : : e ORIy

’

243 Flar. de Ropu's Iib, 10.°p.740. Mnuroursoc and not S parup=
Yoveevay, Luyn vmepraoing 2hd not $yRO0C pee0g.
* {1 ) Sce Cedworth-Intcllect, Sytt. from p. g8c. to Bo1599: e

#) Tim. Loc.p-iz 89, -
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onlyas two attributes, but as two hypoftafes, or emana=
ticns from the divine Subftance, it would not follow that
the Chriftians took their dodtrine of the Trinity from him.
He might owe this idea to the ancient traditions tranfmit-.
ted From the infant world, whence the Orientals, Chal-
deans, Egyptians and Greeks origimally drew their found-
eft notions in divinity. ~ The philofophers of all nations
feem to have had fome idea, more or lefs confofzd, of a
certain triplicity in the fupreme Unity.(»).. Chriftianity
has only unfolded this ancient dodtrine. It teaches us that
in the divine Effence there is a triple diftin&tion of Pather,
Son and Holy Spirit; that the actions of the onc are not
the actions of the other; that the Father exifts of himfelf,
independently, as the primitive fource of Deity; that the
Son comes forth from the Father by an incomprehenfible
generation; and the Holy Spirit from both by an incon-
ceivable proceffion; and laftly, that thefe two emanations
from the divinity are neceffary, co ‘eternal, con-fiibtantal,
infinite, and in all things equal to the Father,, his indepen-
dance only excepted. ~ The charch has been pleafed 1o
exprefs this diftin@tion by the word Perfons ; to denote that
this Trinity is not a meredivifion of attributes, as theSa-
bellians hold ; nor yet three different fubftarices, as the Tri-
theifts maintain. We have not a fufficiently clear idea of the
ctemal Nature to be able to deny, butit may admit of fich
a diftin@tion. As to finite beings, indeed, the only ciftinc-
tion we know i them, is that of modes and fubftances;
but is this a reafon to deny the pofiibility‘of another s the
infinite Effence ? igforance may be a rezfon for doubting,
but never for denying. HF A B -

In order to filence the incredulous, and make this myfte-
ry meelligible to them, afamous (x) Doctor of the church
of England, and, asLam affured, the greatéit philofopher
() of modern times, believed that it woulddo no preju-
diceto thefaith wo confider the three Perfons of the Tri-
nity -as three.individusl Agents, or three diftin& Beings,
thoughi of the fame fubftance. This opinion is as far a-"

B odild ‘Aa 2 ,.f.:;‘,,‘ bovc
“(w) I;!ot. Enn. v. L. 1. See Cudwofth’s I’n.tell. Syft. from pag.
570 to G30. . Eh LR
(%) Dr. Clarke. (), Sir Ifa.ac Newfon. ®
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bove Arianifmas Arfanifm is above Socinianifm. Faufto-
Socini maintained, that the Son had never any exiftence be~
fore the incarnation.  Arius held, that he was created of
prodaced out of nothing like finite beings, but yet fromall-
erernity, that is, before alltime.  The learned Dr. Clarke
maintains every where, that the Word {s nota créature,
but an emanation from the Father, co-cternal and confub-. |
{tantial; that this cmanationis as effential to the Deity as
his veracity; that it is not poflible for the Father to be
without the Son, in any other feafe than it is poflible for
God to lie (2); and confequently that the Word is not a
. precarious being which God may annihilate. - %

1 will notpretend to juftify any fhconfiderate: expref=
fions whi-h may have dropt from the Dodor ; we find fuch
in the Fathers themfelves : but charity, which thinks no.
evil, believes all thiags, hopes all things, cndures -all-
things, will never infift upon the literal import of unguarded
words, which are difavowed. It mult newerthelefs be
granted that this do&rine, which is afcribed originally to
Sic1fzae Newton, explains nothing, and only plunges us

i new difficultics greaterithan the liefk Theremay eafily
beamany diftinét beings, of the fame divifible and finite
fubftance; butit is mmpoflible to conceive three difin&
beings of the infinite and indivifible fubftance, without de-
fhroying bis natare; and difcerping the living and true God. .
Is it not better contentedly to join with all Chriftian an-
tiquity, in faying, that thereis a triple diftin@ion, real but
incomprehenfible in the Dirinity, than to difturb the peace -

~of the church with defining the metaphyfical nature of
this diltin&tion, by fuch ideas as lead to Tritheifm, con-
trary to the intention of thofe who advance them? how
cafily are the moft extenfive genius’s led aftray, when they .

-thake off the yoke of autherity to give themfelves up to
their fpeculations 2 but to proceed.

Ariftotle, Plaro’s difciple, and prince of the Peripatetic
philofophers, calls God, (&) ¢ The eternal and living
¢ Being, the moft noble of all beings, ‘a fubftance entirely
¢ .diftinét from matter, without extenfion, without di-
5 % e 3 < vifion,
- ‘(z),Obﬁrvations on' Dr. Waterland’s Queries, p.-73. i

(7) Arifl. ¥d. Paiif-1629. Mectaph. lib, Xiv. cap. 7. p. 1000.; .
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vifion, without parts; and without fucceflien ; who under-
ftands everything by one fingle a&; and continuing him-
{elf immoveable, 1gives motion: to all things, and.cnfoys
in himfelf -a perfeét happinefs, as knowing and con-
templating bimfelf with infinite pleafure.”  In his me=
taphylics: he lays it down for a principle, (4) « ¢ That
¢ God is a fupreme intelligence which aéls with order,
< proportion and defign ; and isthe fource of all that
¢ is good, excellentand jult.” In his treatife of the foul,
he {fays, « ¢ That the {upreme mind (c)iis by it's na-
ture prion ‘to all beings, that he has a fovercign do-
minion over all.” | And in other places he fays, ()
That the firft principle is neither the fire por the ‘eaith
nor the water, nor any thing thatis the object of fenfe ;
but that a fpiritual fubftance is the caufe of the univerfe,
‘ and the fource of all the order and all the beauties, as
well as ofall the motions and all the forms whichwefo
 much-admire it Thefe paflages fhew that though A-
riftotle held matter to- be eternal, ‘he neverthelefs - con~
fidered it as a:production of the divine intclle&; and pof=
terior tnmature to it. -+ He: fuppofed the- éternity’ of this
production, becaufe he! ceuld not conceive bow the idi-
virie mind, being all‘ad; and all energy, : could ever.beiin
a ftate of inadtivity. Befides this fiffk and eternal fubftance,
he acknowledges feveral other intelligent beings that pre~
fide over the motions of thesceleftial {pheres. 4 /Thereis,
« fays he,but one oply: Mover,:and feveralioferior deitigs.
¢ (&) All that is addedsabous the human fhapei of. thefe
¢ deitfes; is nothing elfe but fistion, anvented on purpofe
¢ to inftinct the commen people, and engage them to an
¢ obferrance of good laws. . All muft be reduced to one
< onlg- primitive {ubftance, and to feveral inferior fub-
¢ ftances; which govern in fubordination te zhe firft. This
< is the genuine doctrine of the ancients, witch hasbappily
< vefcapedfrdm the wrpck of fruth, amidlt the rocks of
¢ wulghuierrorsiand poétic fables. 2t allis smidgilons

N R e
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. Ciecrolivediin an age whea corrupiion .of mannersend
ol 30K il sliasg . Tain s otk tutlebp-
" (b) Metaph. lib. xiv. cap. xo.p. 1805. a' . “He)1d.:dednim,
~ Yib. 1. cap. 7. proaBiviT: () %’Ie:aph; Eihm. capligi &t p-
84478950 oo (€) Met. it xvicap 8. poacoz 1
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feepticifm were at their height.  The fect of Epicurus: -
had got the afcendant at Rome over that of Pythagoras
and fome of the greateft men,when they were reafoning a~
bout the divine nature, thought fit todufpend: their judg-
ment, and waver between the two opinions of a fupreme
intelligence and'a blind matter. - Cicero, in his treatife of
the nature of the Gods, pleads the caufe of the academic
philofophers who doubted of every thing. It is however
10 be obferved, thathe refutes Epicarus with great force
of reafon in his firft-book, and that the objecions which
hie makes in his third, as an academic, are much weaker
than the proofs which he draws fsom the wonders that ap-
pear in nature, which he infifts on in his fecond book, to
demonftrate the exiftence of a fupreme intelligence.

In his other works, and particularly in his book of
laws, he defcribes ‘the univerfe to us () ¢asa republic
< of which Jupiter is the prince and common father.
¢ ‘The great lawimprinted in the bearts of all men is tolove
< thepublic good,and the members of the common fociety as
* themfelves: “Fhis love of order is fupreme juftice, and
< this juftice is amiable forits own fake. To love iton-
“ Iy for the advantages it produces us, may be politic,” but
¢ there is litde of goodnefs in it. *Tis the higheft in-
© jultice to love juftice only for the fake of recom-
¢ pence. In 2 word, the univerfal, immutable and cter-
< mal law of albintelligent beings, 'is to promote the hap-
¢ pinefs of oné-another like children of 'the: fame father.”
}e next veprefents’ God to as asia fovereign wifdom, -

from whofe autherity it is ftill more impracticable for tn-
eiligentnatures t6 withdraw themfelves than it is for cor=
poreal ones (). ¢ According to the opinion of the wifeft-
< and greateft men, fays this philofoplier, the law s not
“*an inyention- of human underftanding, - or, the arbitrary
con'(}iturion of men, but flows from the eternal reafon
that governs the univerfe. . The: rape.iwhich Tarquin
' committed upon: Lucretia, continues, h¢,> was not lefs
‘ criminal in its naturg, becaufe there was not at that
. time any written law at Rome againft fuch fort of vio-
lences,  The tyrant wes guilty of a breach of the cter-
o < RLAFE i Aol 81 s B T e R T el
(f) Cic. 6e Leg. Ed. AmfE. 1665, . lib,.,g.g_..qéB,vl 191, &ee
€ic, peLeg. Lb.z. p. r1gg. e S 3 ;
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nal law, the obligation whereof did not commence from
the time it was written, but’from the moment it was
made. - Now its’ orgin is ‘as-ancient as the divine'In-
telle€ts for ‘the 'true; ! the primitive, - and the fupreme
law, is nothing clfe but the fovereign reafon of the great”
Jove.  This law, fays he in another place (4), is uni-
verfal, eternal, immutable. Tt does notvary according
to times and places. | It is not different from what it
was formerly. The fame immortal law'is a rule to all
nations; becaufe it has' no-author but the one only God
who brought it forth and promulged it.” | Suchiwere
the reafonings: of Cicero when he confulted natural light;
and was not carried away by a fondnefs of fhewing his
wit in defending the do@rine of the Sceptics.
“To come at laft to Seneca the Stoic.. He was Nero’s
tutor, and lived in anage when Chriftianity was'not'in cre-
dit enough to engage the Heathens to bofrow any philo-
fophical principles from ithence. €i(7) s’ of very little
confequence, fayshe, by what name you call the firft
Nature, and the divine reafon rhat prefides over the u-
niverfe; and fills all the parts of it.  He is (il the fame
Godi He is called Jupiter Stator, not as hiftormans fuy,
becaufe he {topped the Romad armics as' they. weie fly-
ing, but becanfe he is ‘the conftant fupport of all beings.
They may cail ‘him Fate, becaufe he is the firfticaufe
on which all others depend. :We Stoics ‘call him fome-
times Father Bacchus; becatfe he:is. the univerfal life
that animates nature ;- Hercules, becaufe his: pawer is
invincible: Meicury, ‘becaufe he is the! eternal Reafon,

- Order and Wifdom. | You may give him as many names
as you pleafe, provided you allow: but one fole Principle
every where prefents e 15154

Agreeably to Plato’s notions, he confiders: the: divinc
Under{tanding as comprehending in itfelf che model of all
%hings, which he flyles the immoveable and - almighty
ideas (4). -¢ Every workman, fays he, hath a model by
; - e s A ® S which

{h) Erag. of the Repub. of Cicero preferved by Ladtantius, hb.
Wi C. BTy et g 3 =

" (§) Senec. Fdit. Ant. 2 Lipfio 1632.de Benef. lib. iv. p. 311.
" (4} Scnce, Epilt, 65.p- 493 $33 953 {4)
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262 OF-THE THEOLOGY
whi ch he'forms his work. It fignifics nothing whether
¢ this model exifts ourwardly and before his eycs, or.bs,
formed within him by the ftrength of his own:genius;
‘. fo God produces within himfelf that perfect madel,
which is the proportion, the order and. the: beauty of
all ‘beings. (/) The ancients, fays he ‘n another plac?;
did not think Jove fuch a being as we reprefent him in
.the capitol, and in our other buildings. . But by Jove
they. meant the guardizn and  governor of the univerfe,
the underftanding and the mind, the Mafter and the Ar=
_chite of this great-machine. - All names belong to him.
You are pot-in the wrong if you call him Fate, for he
is the caufe of caufes, and eyery thing depends on bm.
Would you call him Providence; you fall-into no mif~
-take, it is by his wifdom that this: world is governed.
Would you call him Nature ; you will not offend in do-
ing {o, it is from him all beings derive their origi, 1t is
by him that they live and breathe.’ t
“There is no reading the woris of Epidtetus, of Arian,
his difciple; and of Marens Antoninus without admiration.
We'find in them rules of morality worthy of Chrftiamtys-
and 'yt thofe difciples of Zeno believed like their mafters:
that there: was but one: Subftance,” that the fupreme intel-:
ligent being was material, and that his effence was a pure:
aether which filled all by local diffufion; that whatever.
was not extended was nothing;- and in'fhort, that infioite
exten{iomwas the fame with the divine:Immeniity.. (22)
Thé Platonifts.reprefented to. them; that it was a-grofs;
imagination: to fuppofe that every thing, which is, exifts
by lucal diffufion ; that were it {o, the divine eflence would:
notbe equally prefent cvery where; that there would be
more of itina greaf fpace thanin a little one; thatit isabs
{urd to:conceive that which is pothing but power, wifdom
and goodnefs, under the form of length, breadtch and. thicks
nefss that all other beings exift in God, but.that he exg
ifts only in himielf;  that immenfe fpace isinot the divine
Immenfity, as t&ne everlafting is not the divine cternity5:
Ry it Yo Mg ++ that

<
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* () Thid. Natur: quaele U ac puyrgs

(72) Plat. Tim. & de leg. lib. x- Asift, de animi lib, 5. cap- 3+
Pomphytipiaze.” - 7 - e
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that the immenfity of God is the manner cf his exifting in
Fimfelf,without extenfion of partsas his eternity, is the man-
ner of his exifting in himfelf without fucceflion of thoughts;
that fpace is but the manner wherein bodies exiftin him, as
time is but the manner in which finite beings exiftwith him ;.
that the one meafures the bounds of the parts, and the other.
the variation of the modes ; that we fhould hawe noidea of'
local extenfion, if there were no+bodies, as we fhould.
~ have noideaof fucceffive duration if there were nochanges :
and laftly, that indefinite unbounded extenfion is not im-
menfe in all fenfes,as it is not infinite in all refpeéts : but that
God is immenfe in all fenfes, as he is in all refpecis infinite.

It was thus that the Pagan Philofophers talked of the
divine Immenfity before the rife of icholaftic theelogy.
The obfcurity of our reafonings on this matter proceeds,
from our want of a clear idea of fubftances : we neither
know'nor diftinguith them but by their properties ; other-
wife we fhould fee that-the fupreme Unity may exift e-
very where without extenfion of parts, as he exifts for
ever without fucceffion’ of thoughts; thathe is all in all
places, as he beholds all beings with one glance. = The,
reafon of our-not having a clearidea of the divine immen-
fity, is our not having an adequate idea of i infinity ; we
afcribe to him certain properties, becaufe we fee that they
are contained in the idea we have of him; but we
are obliged at the fame time, in order to avoid abfurdi-.
tes, to give himp other atuibutes which we do not com-.
prchend.  Thus in geometry we admit the infinite divi-
fibility of matter, and the doctrine of afymptotes which
follows from it,without having aclear idea of cither of them.

But after all, the materialifm of the Stoics does not e-
vince that they were Atheifts; a falfe notion about the
Deity being far from proving that they belicved noneat all.
"What conftitutesan Atheift;is not themaintaining with the
Qrientals; that marter is an: expanfion of the divine fub-
ftance ; “nor with the Stoics, that the infinite effence is a.
pure aether; nor with  the Platorufls, that the univerfe
is an eternal produdion of the Deity ; but real Atheifm
confifts in denying that there is a fupreme intelligence, wha
miade the world by his power, and governs it by his wifdom.

: For®
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For our fuller fatisfadtion with regard  to the theology
oF the heathens, let us fee what the fathers of the churcl.
thought of it.  They had fufficient opportunities of know-
ing it thoroughly, by the frequent difputes which they held
withthem. As this is a matter of a very nice nature, it
may be dangerous to indulge any thing toone’s own con-
je&uares: let us have recourfe to wife antiquity., Arnobius
() introduces the heathens complaining of the injuftice of
the Chriftians, ¢ Tis a mere calumay, fays thofe heathens,
¢ to charge us with fuchacrime, as the denying of a fupreme
¢ God. We call him Jove, the fapremely great and fo-
« vereignly good ; we dedicate our moft magoificent {truc-
¢ tures and our capitols to him, to fhew that we exalt him
¢ above all other deities. (2) St Peter in his preaching at
< Athens, fays St. Clement of Alexandra (p), infinu-
¢ ates that the Greeks had a knowledge of the Deity. He
¢ fuppofes that thofe people adore the fame God as we
¢ do, though notin the fame manner. ~He does not for-
¢ bid us to adore the fume God as the Greeks, but he for-
¢ bids us to adore him after the fame way. He orders
< us to change the manner, and not the objet of our wor-
¢ fhip.” ¢ The heathens, fays Lactantius (4}, who admit fe-
£ x’;l‘al»“gpds, fay neverthelefs that thofe fubordinate dei- -
¢ ties, though they prefide over all the various parts of the
¢ univerfe, do it in fuch a manner, as that there is (il but
¢ one fole ruler and fupreme governor, From whence it
¢ follows that all other mvifible powers are not properly *
¢ 'G_dd‘s, “but micifters or dcpﬁﬁ_es ‘of the one great and al-'
¢ ‘mighty God, who appointed them executors ofhis will -
% and pleafure.” Eufebias of (fe{’aréai"goeé farther, * (7)
¢ The heathens own that there isbut oe only God, who
¢ fills, ' pervades and prefides over usiverfal narure 5 but -
¢ they maintain, that as he is prefent to his work only.
2 in an lncorpfs:égl ; ‘iny'_“iﬁb_l'cf manner, thcy are there=
: fo‘rc}m the right to worfhip him in_his vifible ard: corpo-

real effects.” T fhall conclude with a fimous paffage of St.
; L Auftin,

(1) Arnob. ib. 1. P 19 O o o
which then paffed under the neme of S. ’]’E‘t)EI’;s‘. O S

(py Strom. L. 6.p.Gys. (¢) Lib, 1. p. 16
{r) Praep. Fyang. lib. 3. cay. 13. p. 105, z
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Auftin, who reduces the Polytheifm of the heathens to the
unity of one {ole principle. (/) ¢ Jupiter, fays this father,
is according to the philofophers, the foul of the werld,
who takes different names according to the different ef-
fe&s which he- produces. In the ethereal fpaces he is
called’ Jupiter,dn the air Juno, in the fea Neptune, in
the earth Pluto, in hell Proferpina, in the element of
fire Vulcan, in the fun Phoebus, in divination Apallo,.
in war Mars, in the vintage Bacchus, in the barveft Ceres,
in the foreft Diana, and in the {ciences. Minerva, -~ All
that crowd of gods and goddeffes are only the fame Ju-
piter, whofe different powers and attributes are exprefled
by dJifferent names.” Itis therefore evident by the tefbi-
mony of profane poets, heathen philofophers, and fathers
of the church, that the Pagans acknowledged one fole fu-
preme deity. . The Orientals, the Egyptians, the Greeks,
the Romans, and all nations agreed univerfally in teach-
ing this trath. . ; ¢
About the fiftieth Olympiad, fix hundred years before
the Chrittian aera, the Greeks having loft the traditional
knowledge of the Orientals, began to lay afide the doc-
trine of the ancients, and.to reafon about the divine Na-
tare’ from prejudices, which their fenfes and  imagina-
ton fuggefted. 1. Anaximander lived at that time,- and
was the firft who fet himfelf to deltroy the belief of a
fupreme intelligence, in order to accoant for every thing
by the aion of blind mater, which byneceflity affames all
forts of forms. He was followed by Leucippus, Demo-
critus, Epicaras, Strato, Lucretius, and all the fchool of
the atomical philofophers. 2. Pythagoras, Apaxa-
goras, Socvates, Plato, Ariftotle, and all the great men
of Greece oppofcd this impious dodtring, and endeavoured «
to re-cllablifh the aocient Theology of the Oricntals.
_ Thefe philofophers of a fuperior genus obferving in na-
ture motion, thought and defign, and the idea of matter
including none of thefe three properties 3 they inferred
from thencé; that there was in nature another fubftance,
belides matter.  Greece being thus divided into two fedls,
- they difputed for a long time, withovr cither_party being
5 - con-
(f) S. Auvg. de Civ. Dgio v g co 510
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<onvinced. 3. At length about the 2oth Olympiad,
Pyrrho formed a third fe, whofe great principle was 10
doiibt of every thing, and determine nothing. - All the A-
tomilts, “who had laboured in vain to find outa demonttra-
tion of their falfe principles, prefently ftruck in with the
Pyrrhonian fect. They ran wildly into «n univer{al doubt-
in-g, and carried it almoft to fuch an excefs. of frenzy, that
they doubted of the cleareft and moft palpable truths. They
maintained without any allegory, ‘that every thing we fee
is only an illufion, and that the whole feries of life isbut a
perpetual - dream, of which thofe in the night are only fo
many images. 4. At laft, Zeno fet up a fourth fchool a-
bout the 30th Olympiad.  This Philofopher endeavoured
to reconcile the difciples of Democritus with thofe of Pla-
to, by maintaining that the firft principle was indeed an in-
finite wifdom,  but thathis effence was only a pure aether,
or.a fubtile light, which diffufed itfelf every where, to give
life;-motion and reafon to all beings. il Eeiry
¢ Ttis plain then that there were four forts of philofo-
phers amopg the ancients; the Atheifts or Atomills, the
Spiritualifts; or Theifts, the Materialiffs or Stoics, the Pyr=
rhonians or Academics. In thefe laltages the modemn free-
thinkers: have only revived the ancient errors; difguifing
them under new terms, by ;
Jordano Bruno,. Vannini, and Spinoza haye vamped
1p the mouftrous {yftem of Anaximander; and have ad-
ded only fome artful diftinctions te impofe upon weak minds.
Spinoza; percciving. clearly that thought could not be an
effe& of matter, endeavoured to prevent all objedtions a-
gam{t the Materialifts, by mainwining, that (#) extenfion
and thought are properties of the fame fub{tance 5 that the
ideas of objecs are really nothing different from the ob-
je@s themlelv=s (#); that extenfion and matter are the |
fame (x); thet infinite {pace is the immenfity.of God, as . |
infinite time is his eternity (7); and confequently that all |
effences arebut different forms of the fame fubftance (2). -|
3 ; It

(1) Lockeof Hum. Under. p. 456.
() Rarclay’s Dialogucs. (x) Defcartes and Malebranche,
() Dr. Clarke’s letters to Leibnitz, p. 77, 1209
(z) "The Oricotals and Scmi-cabaliftical writers.
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Tt mult neverthelefs be gmntcd that his Atheifn does not
coafift in thefe errors, fince they have all beea mﬂu*r“m-:d
by phlloﬁ)ph\,rs who had a fincere, abhorrence of impier
Spinoza’s’ Atheifm lyes wholly i this, that he inakes Lhz:
ooe only fubttance, for which he contends,. to adt without
knoiledge or dc:.xgm 2. Defeartes, Malébranche; Foi-
ret; Leibnicz, Sir Haac Newton, Dr. Bentley, Dr, Clarke,
Dr. Cheyne, -and feveral philofophers of a- gerias equally
fubtile and  profound,’ have endeavoured: to - refute: thefe
errors, and brought arguments to {upport the ancient the-
ology. Befides the proofs which are drawn from the ef-
fels; they have infifted on others drawn from the idea of
the firft caufe. - They fhew!plainly, that the reafors for
believing are infinitely {tronger than  thofe for doubting 3
‘and-that itis abfurd to deny what we fee clearly,becaufe we
' "do not {ee farther. - 3. Mr. Hobbes, and fome philofo-
phem of ‘more: faith, ‘Behmen, and - feveral cabaliftical
writers, have revived the errors of the Stoics, and pretend
that extenfionisithe bafis of all fubflances; that the' foul
differs from the bady only as béing more fulmhzcd that a
fpirit is but a rarified body; anda bedy 2 coudenfed fprm:
and laftly, that'the infinite chng, though indivifible; ‘is-
extended bylocal diffufons ' 4. To' conclude; there are
fome fuperficial minds, who not being ‘able to look upon
eruth with a fleady view, nor'to weigh the degregs of c-
vidence, nor to compare the force of proofs with that of
objections, perfoade themfelves that the mind of mznis .
not formed for the knowledge of truth, run headlong i m—
to an univerfal doubting, and-fall at lengthinto a feafelefs
kind of Pyrrhonifm, called Fgormfm, where ¢very one fan-
cies himfelfto be the only being that exsfts. The hiftory of
former times is like that of our own® human underﬁandmg

takes almoft the fame forms in different ages, and lofes its
way i the fame Jabyrinths ; ‘there ¢ i
of the mind’as well as of the body, -
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thing was to be reftored to it’s primitive petfe@ion (o). In
a word, they fing onall occafions the exploits of a fon of
Jupiter, .whp was;to, quit his he.uenly .;bodc and livea-
mong men. They gave Tim diférent names, according
tp lna different fum.nons 5 fomwm<}§ hc is Apollo ﬁgb[-
mg au'am& Pythq. and mwmcs gh

l

qrfcus, .
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that it Lomrn\ttcd n hcmen Souls,” contmucd Ph!o,-
“that' are 100 much gl\ en’ to bud: 1y llk(xfurcs ]
i 4 manncr bnfottgd uander upon th eanh,
plit into new aodles ( g5 Uor all'fe nfua ity and pal
“canfe 'the foul o have a ﬂtungcr' ttachiment to’ the:
body, make her fﬂcy that fhe is of the {‘amc nature’
and render her in ‘2 muanner LOTPOYC&] fo that ' fhe
contiadls an incapacity of flying away io awother
Jife. ' Being, oppxeﬂ'ed with the 1 of her i »
“and co:mptvm, fhe® (m agam tttf’r aed” be- :
“thereby dxf Lkd to rcmbu'ﬂ tow‘lrds thc ré- E

-

o e Wl

TS -'-“.

* ciple, B
; Ll'pon thie foundauon is bmlt the dorine of the tr'mf— {
thigration of fouls, which Plato reprcfen:s n the ﬂcond
Tinasus 2s an allegory, and at other times as 2 thing, rc.».}
“here fouls “that have made themfelves tn vorthy of the
Sul)ru me “heativdde, f'c:joum and 1t e ‘g' ively m‘hg,
bodics of different animals, 1l av }a(% they a 'lre arged o
heir contes, by the pains they : ' 3
fome philafophers believe that the fouls of beaﬂs are degra-i
ded fpirits. A very anc;ent do&xme, and common © ad
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. The fiftof xhcfc opinions is dltogatherecontrary (0 cx-
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" fenfible thun the fyftens of the’ moderns; ‘which are do.

macl admirad for a depth-of penetration: 5 st il (i
To retur toPlato.: « Purefouls,addshejin hisPhacdoy’
< that Have exerted themfelves here below o gee: thebet-*

* ¢>q¢r of all corruption, and' free themfelves from thetim-*
< ‘parities of their terreftrial prifon, retire-after deathinto®
<. aniavifible place, unknown to'us, where the purc unités’ -
< yith the pure, the good cléaves to its like, and ‘onrim-
<-mortal effence s united tothe divine.” He calls this place’ |
<he firlt ‘earth, where fouls made their ubode: before then
depradation.’ ¢ The earth, Foyshe;is immenfenwe kriow' -
< and weinhabitonly 2 fmall cornerof it (£). That ethe-
“'real carth; the ancient abode of fouls, {s pliced i the
«pare région of heaven, where the ftars are feated.' We
< that live in this low abyfs are apt enough to'fancy that wer
¢ arein an high place, aud we call the air the heavensty
< fuft like 2 num that fromthe bottom 6f the fea thould

. e’ the fan and flars through the water; and-fancy
<the ‘octan to be the firmament ifelf.”© But if weihad
<Jiyings to ‘mount on high, we fhould fee that theie s the
<triie heavew, the trae light, and the true earth.>As “in
< the fes‘every thingis altered, and disfigared by the falts
“'that abound init; fo fn our prefent earthevery thingis

< deformed, corrupted, andin a yuinous condition; if com-
¥ pared with the primitive earth.” Plato gives afterwards 4
p3mbous defcription of that ethereal earth; of which'ours
s only ! BrokER craft. He: fays (/)¢ that every'thing
“thereé was beautifl, harmonious and tranfparént 5 fruits

& of lariékquifite tafte grew there navarally s and it was
& yatered with Tivers of nectar. | ‘They thete breathed the

_€ Kphe, -as we here breathe the air, ‘and they drank wa-

¢ ters which were purer thanair itfelf.’” < This notion of

Plato. agées’in a great meafure with that of Defcartes, a-

Bont fife Hatare” of the plancts: this' modern philofophet
as of opinion that they were at firft fans, whicli contracs

ted afterWirds a thick and opaquecruft, - b o0

,"-'j"l"liié farie dodriae of Plato is likewife clearly explain-

ed ‘T his*Pimaeus (7). There hetells us how Solon in

h‘i‘s‘ ‘itr‘.lji'lé’ iftourfed it an Egyptian pricft about the

WS % $ an- .

G P B ()R 84y (m) Tim. p. 1043,
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antiquity-of thessvorlds: its! origing and <he revolutions
vhich had happened.in it;aceotding to the: Mythology of
the!Gréeks. | Upoh:which the Egyptian: pricft fays 1o him,
<.0OSalon,: you Greeks are always children, -and; you ne-
¢_yor-dome to:ar dge,of matarity; your underftanding is
<. young, and has-no-true knowledge of antiquity. - There
¢ haye been upon-earth feveraldeluges and conflagrations,
<. canfed by theichanges inrthe motion of the heavenly.bo-
< dies« - Your Hiftory of Phacton; - whatever dir it has-of
«-afable,! is neverthelefs not withonta. real fonndation. -
. We Egyptians have preferved the mentury ofthefe, facts
<3 -our monuments and temples i whereas it is buty yery-
< lictle twhile that the Greeks have liad any knowledge of -
¢ letters, of the mufes, and of the fciences.’ This dif-
courfe put Timaeus upon explaining to-Socrates the: origin
of things, and the primitve ftate.of the world (7)., ¢ What- -
¢ ever has beenproduced, fays hie, has been produced by-
< fome caufe,  "Tis no cefy marter tokgow the sature.of
< tliis iiakery and father of the tniver{e s and though you
«dhould  difcoversit, it would  be impoflble. for you 10
¢ make the valgar-comprehendit, T his Archiredt of the
¢world, cortinues he, had 4 model wahmbﬁ@pfgﬂqsﬁd
< every thing, 2nd thismodel is himnfclfi . As beis good,
¢ -and what xsg@od'haﬁu(zi the leatt 1in@ure of cnvy,. be-
< made 2l things asfar as was &Qﬁbmvi‘{‘%ﬂ’ﬁﬂgswgc
¢ made the world perfeét in: dhe whole of fts copfltutions
¢ perfect too i all the variqus parts Wat compofe it, yrhich
¢ were fubject meither to dilcalks) por:go.decay of age-
¢ The Fatherof 2l things; beholding this beayuful mage
« of himfels, took ‘s complacenicy: in bis work, and. this
< complacency raifed in him a delire of improving it/to a
* nearcrlikenefs toits:Model’} 0
- In the! ditlogae which bears the itle of Politicus, Plato
~ mentioninig this? primicive fate of the wold, calls ic the

 reignof Satn, and deforibes it in this masricr (a). # God
¢ was then the Prince and common Father of 2l ; he

+ governed thie woild by himfelf, “as he governs it now by

% inferior deities: rage ‘and cruelty.did et then preva
¢ upon carth 3 war and fedition svere not fo youch as

() Bitoan Sy (QRSIBII™Ls
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< known. . God himfelf took care of -the ful’su)ance of
ﬂ

¢ mankind, and was their guardian and fheph

« avere.no. magiltrates, no civil pohty as there are 'n‘ow., ‘

< Inthofe happy days men fprung out of the bofom: of the *

-

< earth, which produced them of ek, like ﬂov. Crs' and 3

< trees. The ferule fields yielded fruits and corn with= :
< ont the laboyr of tllage. = Mankind ftood in no need of
¢ raimept to cover theit bodies, bcmn troublLd wnh no -

< inclemency of the feafons; they took their reft upon
‘ beds of turf of a perpetual verdurc. Under the

‘ _:ewn of jupxter, Satum, the maﬂer of thc unncrﬁ,ha\-

qn inaceeffible retreat.  The infesior gods. who go-
¢_yernc J under hxm retired likewife 5 : the very, foundamns
of . rbc \\pr]d were fhaken by motions. contrary to us
p!'mciple and it’s end, and 1t loflt i’s beauty 2cd it's

o
LS
X
53
l

< lufh\,.: Then it was that good and cvil were blended

. 4But m thc ‘end, lLﬁ thc wqud ﬂmuld I:c

;‘ of thc pmmmc ordcr, will appear .wain
reins of empire. ’Ihen he will chan
B

i o) 3
¢ his notion oF the‘plc-ﬁfures whxm 4

54

g o, aad’of'thc manncr bow fouls 'fel} fiom the! h‘é‘ppﬁ
ate which they agoyed there. " < (g) “The preat Jupiter,

53

animating bis ‘winged chatiot; miarctcs i,
by all the inferior gods‘!md g2

$ f.xys ke,
€ foilowe

g&t&qd as It were the reins of ]ns cmpu‘t hid hlvnf‘elf-

: g ke |
vcr& the hezVens,admmng the infinite wbnagfétlxérc- )
++ But when they go to the great banquet, they vaife

‘ thcmfel@,s ;n the cap oF heaven, - and mount above the

fwoad } {phcrcs.
“(p) Pevhl.uﬁ. = () Pag 1aza, b
. AR g PPRY
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< fplieres. None of our poets cver yet fang;or can fing that
* fuper-celeftial pluce (). Tt is there that fouls contem~
¢ plate with the eyes of the underftanding, “che truly exift-
< ing effence, which bas neither colou¥ nor figure, nor is
¢ the objec of any fenfe, but is purely intelligible. « There
< they {ee virtue, truth and‘juftice not as they are here
¢ below, but as they exilt in him who is Being itfclf..
¢ There they fatiate themfelyves with that fight ull they
¢ are no longer able to bear the glory of it, and thea they
¢ return back to heaven, where they feed again on nectar
+.and ambrofid.  Such is the life of the gods. Now, con-
¢ tinues Plato (), every foul which follows God faithfully
< into. that fuper-celellial place,’ preférves ifelf pure and:
< without blemith ; but ifit takes up with nectar and am-
£
3
<
£

brofia, and does not attend on Jupiter’s chariot to o
_and contemplate truth, it grows heavy and floggifh, i
* breaks it’s wings, it falls upon the earth, and enters
1nto a human body more or lefs vile, accordiog as it has
been more. or lefs elevated.  Souls Tefs degraded than
. others dwell in the bodies. of philofophers. * The moft
defpicable of all animatc the bodies of tyrants and-evil
- Princes, Their condition alters after death, and becomes
more or lefs happy according as they have loved virtde or
- vice in_their life-time,  After ten thoufand: years fouls

. will be re-united to their onigin. 1 that fpace of
. time their wings grow. 2gain and are rcyFch ;t;g;.» i
. Such was the dodrive Which Plato oppofed to the' pro=
fate fect of Democritus and Epicurs, who depied 2n ce
+nal providence' on account of the phyfical and

 which they faw in the world, . This philofopher
“fine defcription of the univerfe :. he confider:

menfity flled with free fpirits, which ighabit and inform’
innumerable worlds. Thefe fpirits are qus  enjoy.
double felicity ; the one confiiting in the
the divine cfience; the other.in admi
fouls; no funger make their
= (r) ’Tﬂp.upm;mmo:fq;.f. (f) w IR0 N B
(#)" "This dotiive of Plato’s concerning che fall and réfioratiop
. of foulsis explained by Macrobiusia his coamentary on Scipio’s
drcam, chap, it 127135 0 / b apue b
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~ ledge of truth, and. \\hen Jo“frpleafmcs turn theoioff
from . the Tove of the fopreme ;ellcucs;: hey:are] Ithrown
down info fome plzmct there 1o uadergo expiatory’ punith~ y
ments nll they .arc-cured by thein, fufferings. »Thefer |
plaacts are conﬁqucntl_y, according to, Plato’s; nontm, like
huf'pm]s or (1) places infliruted for the cure of dfternper-
ed inrcliizences.  Such. is the. inviolable law: ¢ltablithéd
(&) for tln. prcfcrvaunn of order in the ‘cd :(Hal fpl.eres.
The double cm,ﬂoymcnt of the. heavenly (pirits is-one: of
tbe fubhmcﬁ nonons of Plaw, and. thesws the! \yomferﬁxl 5
_ Tt was. the fy(tcm adopted: by; she
phers, whenever they ;mempted t0 explain’
5il 3 and thusithey reafon. - -1f foels'
could without intermiflion contemplate the divine cffesee’
byadire¢t view, they would be mpcccablc the fight of the'

fupreine. good neceflanly e-gaging all the love of the will.
To explain therefore the full of fpirits, they are. forceds
'tofu' {e an 1terval, when the fonl wishdraws, from thes

hpreffncc, am{ quits the . ﬁ)pq-ccldp);l iabude, 402
to admire the b:aux.es of nature;, and | entermini
with ambtoﬁa, asa food lcfs delicate; and mores
ﬁpta:ble to 2 finite being, It 1510 thcfc mte a!s dmt 3
fhe _Qom;s‘fa]fe 10 herdury © )
- Pyl learned the - me dc&pme ammg thd

P - have {8l & very valuable monunient. of !
it Jeft j mentary. of, i—heroclcs upon the saldens
vcrff:s aﬁ,‘nbet,ho “that philofopber (7). < As loar zlxendth

“on from God, fays this aathor, and . the lofs: of e

*  wings. s@xch afed to raife us ap t0 hcqycgly :hmgs,i’mse 53
‘ thrown us- dqwn into. this region of death, which s over~"
¢ rin with all maarer of evils ; fo the ilnppmgs ourfelie
© of eurbl aﬁcé‘aors, and xha revivaliof virtues nmtﬁu.

mhgs, grow again, and raife SR tosihematied

. ere true good is 10 be fonnd without dnyd
m@u of exil, . “The effence of man being inthemid~z

dlebetween beings that contemplate Ged: wichoat Geafed |
ing, and fuch as are not able to contemplate. him at all;

he hasit in his pover o raife hinfelf up towards thew

LTS & one,
(u) Nosowsmetot. - - - (&3 Segpos Adpaceins.

() Hicrecl, Comm in aure. Carm. P87, Edit, Cant. 17594




¢ oné, or" fmk dow‘
 Siawickdd mian, fivs: Hrfroc‘les m' another
A L.wrdthab tbc ﬁml ﬂtddlﬂ bb:m’rmort l ?

.:.nh,m hyimi t)!i {
8 fvul ﬂmuld L‘*(rﬂ no longer,“ bﬂt‘ r

“asophyficiaris heal“the moft inveterate uléers”
“Lionshr T hefe jiudges panifti the chime in brder 1o ex
,pattmée “Fhey 'do’ ot dndihilate th eﬂ%ﬁcc of th é‘ri

¢ sfouly but bring itback” té it’s trie and géﬂumc e&'ﬁmc(?
‘"’pun.;nnn it from all the paflions ‘that corfuptit.  And
mhere('dre 'whui wimve ﬁnn‘cd  fhou

nious<Greck philofophers, preexil-
“eade mﬂh‘em*ei.* Q?P}'ll‘hatwh‘- “Jupiter Who f‘ﬁz"cfg“d“ £
the bebid ef fouls before the 16fs of their wings,” is dtfffﬁ%f
frontiehe> fapreme éffcnce, ﬂnd'xs“vciy’l g‘thé

of e Perfnis) Sand’ ’thc’bh‘bﬁ of the. Eoypi
{ouls lott: ﬂzetr-wihgs, and were thruft
bodies, becaufe that inffead of Wawxdg’jn{ﬁtcﬂ c}{é’
chay g@&'ﬂx’?ﬁﬁh‘%& oo mtich up 10 the eojoym
Jowerpleafives. L g rﬁmvat the ‘end’of a’J tai
ofirithe; the mﬁiisf"(ith\‘ﬁ'éﬁu ‘ﬁe‘iﬂ" oW Afrain
(hatlrofivsie she réins omgsﬁmpée Jorduﬁéfé
umvclfe Bt sMgﬂ;F fy!‘?n&dr s 2wt ‘f" > r!mn.

:‘Lci : wﬁ\if %&éﬁlﬁz@' ﬂi‘e-’F

; 1“lmarmriwaaobm*prém o us wn adi
miehof ikt Mytliolegy. © To refrefent it i 1t‘s A
bedutiesyi¥will be proper to gwe  fhort uﬁd:ara‘ﬁ".d :
of his treatife of Ifis and Ofiris, whichis a fetter \wmcn
to qua, pricitefs of His: ¢ (ﬂ)’ The Eﬂypn:m “ytholc;gy,
ys

(_) l.nd.VCa\m;. 3o e (a)‘l’a_g. 354
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fays Plutarch, has two {enfes, the one facred and {ublime,
the other fenfible and palpable. ?Tis for this reafon
that the Egyptians put Sphinxes before the door of therr -
temples ; defigning thereby tofignify to usthat their the-
ology contains the fecrets of wifdom under enigmatical
words. This is alfo the fenfe of the infcription upona fta-
the of Pallas or Ifis, at Sais, [am all that is, has beeat,
and fhall beyand nomortal hasever yet removed thevail
that covers me.’ (b) He afterwards relates the Egypti-.
an fable of Ifis and Ofiris. They were bothborn of Rhea
and the Sun 3 whillt they were {till in their mother’s womb, |
they jointly ingendred the God Orus the living image of
their {fubffance. Typhon was not born, but burft violent-
ly through the ribs of Rhea, He afterwards revolted a-
gainft Ofiris, filled the univerfe with his rageand violence, ;
tore the body of his brother in pieces, mangled bis limbs,
and {cattered them about. Ever fince that time Ifis
goes wandering about the carth to gather up the feattered
limbs of her brother and hufband. The eternal and
immortal foul of Ofiris led his fon Orus to the fhades
below, where he gave him inftructions how to fight and
vanquith Typhon. Orus returned upon earth, fought -
and defeated Typhon, but did not kill him; he only
bound him, and took away his power of doing mifchief.
The wicked one made his efcape  afterwards, and was
going to throw all again into' diforder.  But Orus fought
him in two bloody battles, and deftroyed him enurely.’
Platarch-goes on thus; (r) Whoever applieth thefe ai-
Jegorics to the divine nature, ever bleflfed and immortal,
deferves to be treated with conternpt. We muft nothow-
ever belieye that they are mere fables without any meaning, -

¢ like thfe of the poets. They reprefent to us things

that really happened. It would be likewife a dangeraus.
error, and mAnifeft impiety, to interpret what is faid of
the gods, as Evemerus the Meffenian did, and apply
it to the ancient kings and great generals. - This would
in theiend ferve to deftroy religion, and eftrange men
from the Deity (4)” ¢ Thereare others,adds he,much
G : LYy jufter
Sl v
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4 {ulterin: their notions, who have wrote, that whatever is
rdatcd of Typhm Ofiris, Ifis, and ‘Orus muft be un-
derltood ‘of genii and demons. (2) This was che option
of Pythagoms, Plato, Xenocrates, and Chry: fxppas, who
followed the ancient Theologi®s in this notion,” All
thofe great men maintained that thefe genil were very
powerful, and. far fuperior to moreals; that they did
not however partake of the Deity in a pure and fimple
manner, but were compofed of a fpiritual and a corporeal
natare, and were coaféquently capable of pleafures and
pains, paflions and changes; for there are virtues and
¢ vices among the genii as well as among men.  Hence
come the fubles of the Greeks ‘concerning the Titans
and Giants, the engagements of Python againft Apolio,
and the furies and extravagancies of Bacchus, with fe-
veral other figtions like thofe of Ofiris and ‘Typhon. Hence
€ it is likewife that Homer fpeaks of good and evil demons.
Plato calls the firft tatelary deirics, becaufe thcy are me-
diators between the Deity and men, carry up the pra)--
““ers of mortals to heaven, and bring us from thence the
knowledge and revelation of fecrets and future things ( /).’
FEmpedocles, continues he; ﬁzys, that the evil demons
are punithed for the faults they have committed. Firft
the fun precipitates them into the air; the air cafts them
into the deep fea; the fea vomits thcm up tipon ‘the
land, and from' the earth they are raifed at Titto hea-
ven. Thus «are they tran{ported: from one plice™o a-
nother, till béing in the end punithed'and’ pur}x;xed they’
< return to the place ada'ptcd to their natare.” “ Platarch,
-after ‘having ' thus given 'a theological explanation’ of the
Egyptidn a]iegoucs, gives likewife the phyfical explicati-
ons of ‘them$  but he rejeds-them all,” and returns to his
ﬁrﬂ: do&rmc._“ (g) Ofiris"is neither the fun, nor the
¢ water, mor' the earth, nor the heaven: but whatever
# fthere is in'nitore well difpoftd,“well regulated, good
‘and perfe®, all’ that is the image of" Ofitis. * Typhon
is meither laridity, mor the fire, nor the fea; but
whatever-is ' hurtful, inconftant and irregular.”  We
CicH o . muft
(¢) Page 360. () Page 361, 2
(g) Page 376, ~. & % =
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muit obferve that in this Egyptian allegory, Ofids does
not fignify, as inother places, the firft principle of Deity,
the Agathos of Plato, bat the fon of Ammon, the Apolio
of the Greeks, Jupiter the conduttor, a god nferior to the
fuprem= Deity. It was an ancicnt opinion among  the
Pagans and _Hebrews, that the Divinity had upited
himielf to the firft and moft perfect production of his
pO\"'Cf. 8
Plutarch goes farther in another treatife, and explains
t> us the orain of evil; his reafoning on- this occafion is
equally folid and fubtile, and is as follows (4): < The
¢ maker of the world, being perfectly good,” formed all
< things at firft, as far as was poflible, like himfelf. The
¢ world at it’s birth received from him who made it all
¢ forts of good things: whatever it has at prefent of un-
< happy and wicked, is an Jindifpofition foreign to its-na-
¢ tare.  God cannot be the canfe of evil, becaufe heis
< fovereignly good : matter c:nnot be the caufe ofevil, be-
¢ caufeit has no adtive force; but evil comes from a third
< princisle, ncither fo perfe@ as God,. nor fo imperfedt |
¢ asmartter, - This third being is intelligent nature, which
¢ hath within itlelfa fource, a principle, and a ciufe of
¢ motion.” :

I have already thewn that the fchools of Pythagoras and
Plato afferted liberty of will,  The former expreffes it by
that faculty of the foul, whereby it can cither raifc or de-
bafe itlelf; the other, by the wings of the foul, that is, the’
love of virtue and the love of pleafure, which may move
different ways.  Platarch follows the fame principles, a
makes liberty confiit in the aQivity of the foul, by whi¢
icis the fource of its own determinations.

“This opinion thrercfore ought not to be looked upon ¢
modern; it is at once both natural and philofophical. Tk
foul can always feparate and re-unite, recal and compa
her ideas, and on this adtivity depends her liberty.  We
cn alvays think upon other goeds than thofe we are aél
al y thinking of, It muft be owned that the paflions, by {trong
feofutions they excite inus, fometimes take cp all the ¢
P&City of the foul; and hinder it from rcﬂé&ing; they

T = \ dark:

(k) Llat. d¢ Anim. fora. p. 1o13. 5
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darken its difcerning faculty, and hurry it on to an affent ;
they transform objcﬂs, and place them in 2 wrong light;
but ftrong as they are, they are never invincible;; itis diff-
cult indced, but not impoflible, to furmount them; it is
always in oar power gradually to diminifh their force, and
prevent their exceis. This is the warfare of man on earth,
and this is the triumph of virtue, The Heathens feeling
this tyranny of the paflions, were convinced by the light of
natare alone of the neceffity of a celeftial power to fub-
due them: they always reprefent virtue to us as a divine
energy defcending from heaven': they are continually bring-
ing into their poems guardian deities, who infpire, enlight-
enand {trengthen us; to thew that heroic virtues can only
proceed from the gods.  Thefe werc the principles upon
which the wife ancients went, ‘in their arguments againft
thofe notions of fatality, which are alite dcftrudive of re-
Ligion, morality, and fociety.

Lo return to the Egyptians.  Their doltrine, according
to Plutarch, fuppofes, 1. That the world was, created
without any phytical or moral eyil, by a Bcing infinitely
good. 2. That feveral genii abufing their liberty, fell in-
to crimes, and thereby into mifery. 3. That thefe genii
muit fuffer expiatory punithments till they are purified and

eftored to their firft flate. 4. That the Ged Orus, the
fon of His and Ofiris, and who fights with the evil prin- "
ciple, is 2 fabordinate deity, I\Lc Jupiter the ConduClor the
fon of Saturn,

Let us confult next the mythology of the Orientals s -
the nearer we approach the firft origin of natioss, the more -
pure thall we find their theology. © (1) Zoroalter, fays Plu-
¢ tarch, taught that there are two gods contrary to cach
¢ other in their operations ;- the one the author of ali the

¢ good, the other of all the evil in nature. The good
¢ principle he calls Oromazes, _the other the demon An-
¢ manias (4). He fays that the one refembles light and -

¢ truth, the other darknefs and ignorance. There is like-
¢ wife a middle god between thefe. two, named Mythras (/),
¢ whom the Perfians call the interceffor or mediator. The'

2 Gl o e D B £ magi
() De !(d. et Ofirid: Peg: 370 ! (k‘ bid.
(13 Aio xas MiSprw Iipaa Tov peeainy droudivam,
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Arimanius of darknefs; that they continually make war

saodnefs, trath, juftice, wifdom, plenty and joy; and
Arimanius made fix others to oppofe them, malice,
falthood, injuftice, folly, wantand fadaefs. Oromazes
having withdrawn himfelf to as great a diftance from the
¢ fphere of Arinnanius, as the fun 1s from the earth, beau-
¢ tfied the heavens with ftars and conftellations. e cre-
¢ ated afrerwards four and twenty other genii, and put them
“into an egg (by which the ancients mean the earth ;) but
¢ Arimapius and his genii brake through this fhining egg,
<and immediately evil was blended and confounded with
« good. Bat there will come a time appointed by fate,
¢ when* Arimanius will be entirely deltroyed and extir-
¢ pated ; the earth will change its form, and become plain
< and even; and happy men'will have only one and the
¢ fame life, language and government.” Theopompus
< writes alfo, that according to the doctrine of thessagi,
©thefe gods maft make war for nine thowlfwd yiars, the
< éne deltroying the other’s work, till atlaft (72) hell fhall
“be nomorc; then men fhall be happy, and their bodies
< become wranfpareat.  The God who made zll things
< keeps himfelf concealed till that time; an interval not
€ too Jong fora God, but rather like a moment of fleep.’
We have loft the ancient books of the firlt Perfians; fo
that in order to judge of their mythology, we muft have
secourfe to the Oriental philofophers of our own time, and

OV e =8 SRR ! TR

«

fee if there be Rill lefr among the difciples of Zoroafter, - |

any traces of the ancient do&vine of their mafler. The

£xmous Dr. Hyde, a divine of the church of England, who - 4

magi add, that Oromazes is born of the purcit light, and " -

upon one another, and that Oromazes, made fix genii, '

had travelled into the Eaft, and perfectly underftood the = |
Janguage of the country, has tranflated the following paf-

fages outof Sh_ariﬂhani, an’ Arabian philofopher of the fif-
teenth century (7). ¢ The firft magi did not look upon

< the two Principles as co-eternal, but believed that light «

¢ was eternal, and that darknefs was produced in time 3 and
« the origin of this evil principle they account for in this
7 ¢ man-

¢ (m) A + () Hyde Rel. ant. Pesfar. cap. 9

F. 363. cLCop. 22, P29t -
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manner : light can produce nothing but l-igh't, and can
never-be the origin of evil ; how then was evil produced ?
sight, faythey, produced feveralbeings, all of them fpi-
situal, laminous and powerful ; but their chief, whofe
name was Ahriman or Arimanius, had an evil thought
contrary to the light: he doubted, and by that doubting:
he became dark. From hence proceeded all evils ; dif~
{eation, malice, and every thing elfe: of a congrary na-
tare © the light.  Thefe two principles made war upon.
one another, till at laft peace was concluded, upon con~
dition that the lower world fhould be in fubjection to-
Arimanius, for feven thoufand years:. after this fpace of
time he is.to furrender back the world tothe light,” Heie
we {ee four notions that I {peak of in thz foregoing work »
1. A ftate before good and evil were blended and: con-
feunded together. 2. A {tate after they were {o blended:
and confounded. 3. A ftate when evil fhall be entirely
deftroyed. 4. A deJ.le God between the good and the:
evil Principle..

As the do&rmc of the Perfian magi is a & ’qucl of thie
doZrine of the Indian Brachmans, we malt confult the:
one to put the other ia a clear light.  We have but fewr
traces left of the ancient meoloby of the Gymnof’opl’nf}s,,
yet thofe, which Strabo, has' preferved, foppofe the twos
{tates of the world, that of nature in its purity,. aod that
of nature corrupted. When tis hiftorian has defcribed the: *
life and manners. of the Brachmans, he adds, ¢ (o) Thofe

¢ philofophers look upon the ftate of men in this life to bz
¢ like that of children in.their mother’s wamb; death,
< accordma to-their notion, being 2 bicth to a true and a+
< happy life. They believe, - that whatever happens: tor
¢ mortals here does. not deferve the name citber of goocl
¢or evil. They have many notions'in commen With the:
¢ Greeks; and like them believe that the world had a be~
¢ ginning, and. will have 2n end; and.that God-who-made:
¢ ir, and: governs it, is every where pr efeot ra:his work.”’
The fame aathor. goes on in. this manner; Onefecritus:
< being fent by Alexander the Great to inform himfelf of
¢ the life, manners and doérine of Ehofc phxlo"op‘lcrs,
G aemis ol #found;,
(o) Lib..xs.g.qx;,'ﬂg., Ed, Lut, Dar, 1628, &

.
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< found a Brachman named Calanus, who taught him the

¢ following principles. Formerly, plenty reigned over all

¢ patare; milk, wine, honey and oil ﬂowed from foun=

< tains; but men having ‘made an ill ufe of this felicity,
¢ Jupiter deprived them of it, and condemned them to la-

< bour for, the fuftenance of their lives.’

In order to form a better judgment of the dodrine of
the ancient Gymnofophifts, I have confulted what has
been tranflated of the Vedam, which is the facred buok of
the madern Bramins: tho’ its antiquity be not perhaps fo
_great as it is affirmed to be, yet there is no denying but
it contains the ancient traditions of thofe people, and of
their philofophers. *Tis plain by this book, ¢(p) That the
< Bramins acknowledge one fole and fupreme God, whom
* they call Viftnous that his firft and moft ancient produc-
< tion was a f-*condary god, named Brama, whom the fu-

¢ preme God formed out of a flower that floated upon the
* furface of the great deep before the formation of the
« world; and that Viltnou afterwards, -on account of Bra-
< ma’s virtue, gratitude and fidelity, gave him power to
<form the univerfe.? They believe:moreover,  (¢) That
< fouls are eternal emanations from the divine Effence, or
¢ at leaft that they were produced long before the forma-
< tion of the world ; that they were originally in a ftate of

< purity, but having finned, were thrawn down into the
< bodies of men, or of beafts according to. their rcfpc&lve
¢ demerits ; fo that the body, where the foul refides, is a
- < fortof dung oo or prifon.  Laftly, they hold, that after
*.a certain number of tranfmigrations; all fouls thall be re-
¢ upited to their origin, re-admitted into the -company of
S the gods, and deified (7).”
fhould hardly hiave thought thefe tradmons authentic,
or havc brought myfelf o truft to the tranflators of the
Vedam, if this do&rine had not been perfeétly agreeable
1o that of Pythagoras, which I gave an account of a little
before = this philofopher taught the Grecks nothing but what
he had learned from the Gymnofophifts. v The

() See Abmh Rng,er of the rehmon of the Bram. Book IL., :
Part's. charp. 1. & Kircher Sina llluﬁ
_ (7) I5id. Roger, Pa.tz chigp:gs = “=0 (r) Abr. Kircher,
Sina ilug, '
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The difcovery of thefe uniform and agreeing {entiments
in. Greece, Egypt, Perfia and the Indies, made me de-
Yirous to advance farther into the Eafly and: to carry, my
refearches as far as China. I applied myfelf accordingly
to fuch as underftoed: the language of that country,
had fpent feveral yearsin it, and were well verfed in the
original books of that nation.  And: in this point particu-
larly Thave made greatufe ofthe informations I.have re-
ceivec. from a gentlenian of @ fuperior genius, who  does
not care to be mentioned till he has publithed a large work
upon thefe matters, which will be of fervice to religion,
and do honour to human anderftanding. + In the mean time
he hasallowed me to-publifh the following pafliges, which
he tranflated himfelf out-of fome ancient Chinefe books
that have been brought into Europe and which may be
{een both at Paris and at Rome ; fo that all who under~
ftand the language may judge of the faithfulnefs of the

tranflation,  The ancient commentaries on' the book
Yking, i. ¢ the book of: Changes, continually {peak of
a double heaven, a primitive . and a pofterior.« The firlt
heaven is there deferibed in the following manner : * All
¢ things were thenina happy {tate, every thing was beauti-
ful, every thing.was good, all beings were perfedtin their
kind. inthis happy age heavenand earth employed their
virtaes jomtly toimbellifh nature. There was nojaring in
the clements, noinclemencyin theair,all things grew with-
outlabour ; anuniverfal fertility reigned every where. The
¢ a&tive and paffive virtaes confpired together,withoutany ef-
< fortor oppofition, to prodaceand periet the univerfe.” In
the books which the Chinefe call King or Sacred, we read
the following paffage; ¢ Whillt the firt ftate of heaven
¢ lafted, a pure pleafure and a perfecttranquillity reigned
¢ over all nature.  There were neither labour, nor pains,
¢ nor forrow, nor crimes. ' Nothing made oppofition to
« the will of man.” The philofophers who fuck to thefe

ancient traditions, and particularly  Tchouangfe, fay,
¢ That inthe flate of the firft heaven man was united in-
- < wardly to the fupreme reafon, and that outwardly he
« pradifed all the works of juftice. - The heart rejoiced.
¢ in truth, and there wasno mizeure of falthood ; «thcnfth;
= J <. four

P L T Y
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<¢ four feafons'of the year fiicceeded each other regularly

< -without confufion: There were no impetuous winds,,
nor exceffive rains: the fun and the moon, without e-
ver being clouded, furnifhed a light purer and brighter
than at prefent. The five planets kept on their courfe
without any inequality, ~There was nothing which
did harm to man, or which fuffered any hurt from
him. An univerfal amity and harmony reigned over all
nature.’ .

On the other hand the Philofopher Hoainantfe fpeaking
of the latter heaven, fays, © The pillars of heaven were

e g A Ao

- < broken ; the earth was {haken to it's very foundations ;.

1

< the heavens funk lower towards the North ; the fun,
¢ the moon and the ftars changed their motions ; the
< earth fell to picces ; the waters. enclofed within 1t’s bo-
¢ fom burlt forth withviolence, and overflowed it. Man
¢ rebelling againt heaven, the fyltemof the univerfe was:
¢ quite difordered ; the fun was eclipfed, the planets al-
< tered their courfe, and the univerful harmony was difturb-
¢ed.” The Philofophers Wentfe and Lietfe, who lived:
long before Hoainante, exprefs themfelves almoft in the
fame terms. ¢ The univerfil fertlity of nature, fay thele
< ancient authors, degencrated into: an ugly barrenncfs,
¢ the plancts faded, the trees withered away, difconfo--
¢ late nature refufed to diftribute her ufual bounty. ~ All
¢ creatures declared war again(t one another ; miferies and:
< ciimes overflowed the face. of the earth.” < All thefe:
¢ evilsarofe, fays the book Liki, from man’s defpifing the:
« fupreme monarch of the univerfe, He would needs dif~
¢ pute about truth and falthood, and thefe difputes banithed:
< the eternal reafon. He then fixed hislooks on terreftrialc
< objedts, and loved. them to. excefs 5 hence arofe the pal-
< fions ; he became gradually transformed into the objedts'
“he loved, and the celeftial reafon entirely abandoned him.
¢Such was the original' fource of all crimes, which drew
¢ after themaall manner of mifcrics fent by Heaven for the:
¢ punifhment thereof.’

The fame books fpeak of a time when every: thing is to
be-reftored toit’s firk {plendor, by the coming of a hero
called Kaun-Tie,. which {ignifics Shepherd and Prince,.to

& ‘ % . whomu
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whom they give likewife the names of; the molt Holy, the .
univerfal "Teacher, and the fupreme Truth. He anfwers
&xattly to the Mythras of the Pefians, the Orus, or fecond
Ofiris of the Egyptians, the Apollo or Mercury of the
Greeks, and the Brama of the Indians.

Thefe Chinefe books fpeak likewife of the fufferings
and confli¢ts of Kiun-Tie, jult as the Perfians do of the '
combats of Mythras, the Egyptians of the murder of
Ofiris,.he Tyrians of the death of Adonis, and the Greeks
of the labours and painful exploits of a fon of Jupiter who
came down upon earth to exterminate monfters. - Itlooks
as if the fource of all thefe allegories was an ancient tradi-
tion common to all nations; that the middle God was not:
to expiate and putan end to crimes but by his own great
fufferings. In {peaking of the death of Adonis in the fore-
going work, I have made advantage of this tradition
to pave the way for what DanielMays afterwards to Cyrus
concerning the fuffering Mefliab, I fhall- here give the
reader an account of what 1 find in the religion of the
"Tyrians, and in the do&rine of the ancients, to authorize
the new allegory which is added in the prefent edition.
1. The Tyrians acknowledged ore fupreme God, named
Bel, who is the fame with the Jehovah of the Hebrews
(/). 2. They held likewife a fubordinate God,whom they
called Thammuz, Adon, Adonis, which fignifies the:
Lord (s). 3. Adonis, Ofiris, Apoilo and Hercules, are th_c.
fame (#). 4. The death of Adonis, killed by a baar, is
the {ame with the murder of Ofiris flain by Typhon, or
the evil principle (). 5. Solemn days were inflituted by
the Phoenicians to bewail the death of Adanis, and te
fing praifes to him as rifen from the dead (x). 6. Some-
ancient and venerable writers among the Chriftians believ--
ed, that the fable of Adoais was a corruption of an old
tradition concerning the fuffering Mefliah, and apply i}atl

R ‘

(/) Seldenus de diis Syris. Synt. 2. cap. x.de Belo,

(s) Hefych. on the word, 2 dav. (t) See above.

(%) Seld. cap. ii. de Thammuz. (%) St Jer. Comm.
3.upon Ezck. St. Cyril tock it Comm. upen ifai. Procop. upon
the 18th c. of Ifais Lucian. d¢ Dea Syr. p. 1058, Maerco. Satura.
r.cap. 21.
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- the Tyrian ceremonies to our mylteries (). 7. Adoms
loved Venus, cfpoufed her, and fhe became the mother.
of the gods (z). 8. Urania, Aftarte, Venus and Profer-
pie are the fame goddefs (4). 9.Some think that Aftarre
is he morning ftar, Lucifer, or a fallen ftar (6). 10. Ac-
cording to the dodrine of the anciénts, as well Pagan as
Hebrew, {pirits fell not aronce, but by degrees, that is
to fay, from the fixed {tars into the region of the planets,
from the planets to the earth, and from the earth to the
infernal regions (¢): for which reafon I have reprefented
thefe three different falls of fpirits by the three names of
Aftarte, Venus, and Proferpine. Thefe are the foundations
on which I have builtthe allegory of Adonis andjUrania,
which Amenophis rehearfes to Cyrus in the feventh book.
The only liberty I have takenis to make Uranra reprefent,
not the divine wifdom, but fallen mtelligences ; as Plyche
in Apaleius does not reprefent the foul of the world, but
fouls unfaithful to Tove : thefe kinds of metonymy are fre-
quentin theallegorical and mythological writers. 5
- We fee then that the do&rines of the primitive perfedti-
on of nature, it’s fall; and it’s reftoration by a divine hero,
are equally manifefted in the Mythologies‘of the Greeks,
Egyptians, Perfians, Indians and Chinefe.

Let us now look into the Hebrew Mythology.” By .
this I mean Rabbinifm, or the philofophy of the Jewifth
do&ors, and particolarly of the Effenes.  Thefe philofo-
phers afferted, according to the teflimony of Jofeshus
(d), ¢ that the literal fenfe of the facred text was only an
¢ image of bidden truths. They changed, fays Philo,
‘.the words (¢), and precepts of wifdom into allegories,
¢ after the cuftom of their anceftors, who had left them
¢ feveral books for their inftruction in this feience.” *Twas
the univerfal tafte of the Orientals to make ufe of corporeal -
images to reprefent the propertics and operations of fpi- -
rits. ; : ;

This

() Jul. Firmic. de Myt p. 151. CES e

(2) Scld. de Diis Syris, Synt. z. ¢ z.de Affarte et cap. 4. de
Ven. Syriac. (a) !bid. . (B) Ibid. 224 Ed. Lugd.
Bat. .t Suidas aspomerns arwp. (c) Plusarch, de Ifid. et ¢:ficid.
et Rittang: Cab. denud dorevols anim. part 1. cap.i. - (d} Jofeph.
de Bello Jud. lib, 2.cap12. (e, Phil. delegis alleg. lib. 2. pag: 53+
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- - This fymbolical ftyle fcems in a great meafure autho-

rized by the facred writers.  The prophet Daniel repre-
fents God to us under the image of the Antient of days.
The Hebrew Mythologifts and Cabalilts, who were a fuc-
ceflion of the fchool of the Effenes, took occafion from
thence to exprefs the divine attributes by the members of
the body of the Autient of days.  We {ee this allegory
carried to an extravagance in the books of. the Rabbins.
They fpeak there of the dew that diftilled from the brain
of the Antient of days, from his fkull, his hair, his fore-
head, his cyes, and efpecially from his wonderful beard.
Thefe comparifons are undoubtedly abfurd, and unbecom-
ing the Majclly of God: but the cabaliftical philofophers
pretend to authorize them by fome metaphyfical notions.

The creation, according to them, is-a picture of the di-
vine perfections: all created beings are confequently i-
mages more or lefs perfed of the fupreme Being, in pro-
portien as they have more or lefs conformity with. their
original.  Hence it follows that all creazures are in fome
refpeét like one arnother, and that man or the microcofn

_has a refemblance of the great world or macrocofm; the
.material world, of the intelligible world; and the in-

telligible world, of the archetype, which is God. Such
are the principles upon which the allegorical expreflions |
of the Cabalifls are founded. If we {lrip their Mythalo-

gy of this myfterioas language, we fhall find in it {ublime

notions~ very like thofe we have before 'a'dn;i(zd'is: thet
heathen philofophers, T fhall mention four, which age
clearly cnough exprefled in the works of the Rabbin’ Irira,

- Mofchech and Jirzack, which Rittangelius has tranflired an
_his Cabala denudata. e ‘i 3

1. ¢ All {piritaal {ubftances, angels, flipmééféqls’,, and

-¢ even the foul of the Mefliah (@), were créated fiom the

ey

"¢ beginping of the world: and confequentry our firlt pa-

< rent, of whom Mofes fpeaks, reprefents not an indivi- -
¢ dual perfon, but all mankind governed by one {ole head.
« In that prititive ftate every thing was glorious and per-

“ ¢ fe@: there was nothing in the univerfe that fuffered, be-
X PO R

s, canfe

i e
{a) Vifion Ezckiel, Mercav, Exp, apud Rittanz. paz 225-°
Tom, IIL 3 ""_ - S
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¢ caufe there was no fuch thing as erime, nature was a
¢ real and a fpotlefs image of the divine perfections.” Th's
.anliers to the reign of Ammon, Oromazes and Saturn,
2. ¢(4) The foul of the Mefhiah, ’Ey his perfeyerance in
< the divine love, came to a {trict union with the pure
< Godhead (c), and was defervedly advanced to be the
< King, the head, and the guide of all fpirits.” This ne-
“tion has fome refemblance of thofe which the Perfians had
of Mythras, the Egyptians, of Ofiris and Orus,” and the
-Greeks of Jupiter the guide, who led fouls into the fuper-
.celefhial abode. 3. (4) ¢ The vertue, perfedtion and bea-
< titude of fpirits or Zephirats (&), confifted in continual-
¢ ly receiving and rendering back the rays which flowed
< from the infinite centre, that fo there might be an cter-
-¢ nal circulation of light and happinefs in all fpirits.  Two
-« forts of Zephirots failed in the obfervance of this eternal
- Jaw. The cherubim, who were of a fuperior order, did
< not render back this light, but kept it within themfclves,
< figelled, and became like veflels that are too full ; at laft
¢ they burft in-pieces, and their fphere was changed into
< a gloomy. chaos.  The Hchim, who were ofan inferior
< order, {liut their eyes againft this light, tuming them-
-« felves towards fenfible objeds (£); they forgat the fu-
< ¢ preme beatitnde of their nature, and took up with the
< enjoyment of created pleafures. - They fell therebyinto
-« mortal bodies. 4. (g)Souls pafs through feveral revolu- &
< tions before they returs to their primitive ftate 5 butaf- =
¢ ter the coming of the Mefliah, all fpirits will be reftored |
.< to order, and to the happinefs which they enjoyed be-
i¢ fore the {in of our fitft parent.” I fhall now leave the |
_reader to judgg whether thefe four noticos have not 4'.;
*great refemblance of thofe which we have found in Chi- =
1

na, Perfia, Egypr and Grecee, and whether I had not
. SHa : - fufficient |

_(P) Tbid. Pag.2:6. (c) The Helleniftic Hebrews calt this u-
“nion of the Meffiah with the divinity, Hyper-ailutcal, which |
Ggnifies fuperfubftantial. = # b |
(d) Ibid. de revol. anini. part. 1. cap. 1. pag. 224.
(e) A general word which fiznifies fpirits of 1l kinds. . J
(/) Phil. Cabal.differt 8. cap. r3..pag 173. Tom. 1L Rit- |
tang. &3) De revol. adim. p-g. 3¢7. ’ *i
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fufficient authority to give the four mythélogical pictures o
which are in the foruvmng work.
© Inall thefefyftems we fee that the antient p)‘Lofopbcm,
@ order to refute the objections of the impious concern=
ing ‘the origin and duration of evil,' adopted the doétrine
cf the pre-exiftence of fouls, and their final rcftoration.
‘Several fathers of the church have maintained the firft opi-
nion, as the only philofophical way, of explaining originul
fin; and Origen made ufe of the latter, to oppofe the liber-
zincs of his time. It is far from my inteation to defend
thefe two opinions; all the ufe I would make of them isto
dhew, that reafon alonc_farnifhes arguments ﬁlﬁc:cnt to
confound fuch philofophers as refufe to believe -urlefs
they can comprehend.

It is for this reafon that I make Danicl fpmk a different
danguage from Eleazer. The prophet advifes Cyrus to
Jay “afide all refined {peculations, and toleave te God the
care of juflifying the incomprehenfible: fteps of his pro-
vidence; he plunges him again in ‘an obfeudty more
wholcfom and more fuitdble to humun weaknefs, than all
the conjectures of philefophers ; he reduces what we are
to believe on this fubjed. to thefe four principal troths,

1. Geod being infinitcly good, capnot produce wicked
and miferable beings ; and thcfcfcrc the moral and phy-
fical evil, which we fee in the univerfe, mult come fidix
the abufe that men make of their liberty. 2. Human
natare is fallen from the firft puiity in which it was creat-

" ed; and this mortal lifc isa f{tate of trial, in which {ouls
arc cured of their corruption, and merit a happy immor-
tality by their virtue. 3. God united himfelf to humaa
nature in order to expiate moral evil by his facrifice ¢ the
Mefhah will come at laftin his glory to deftroy phyfical evil,
and renew the face of the earth. 4. Thefe truths have been
tranfmitted to us from age ta age, ﬁ'om the time of the
deluge till now, by an univerfal tradition; other pations
have obfcured and altered this tradition by, their fables ; it
_-has been preferved in it's purity no where but in'the H'olv
Scriptures, the authority of which cannot be difputed with
. -any fhadow of reafon.

Itis a common notion that #l the.foa!ﬁep& 05 naturg!
3nd revca!cd religion which we fee insthe heathen pocts

Dd - s -and
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and philofopherd,are originally owing to their having read the
books of Mofes ; but it is impoflible to anfier the objettions
which are made againft this opinion. The Jews and their
books were toolong concealed ina carner of the carth, to
be reafonably theught the primitive light of the Gentiles :
we muit go farther back, even to the deluge. Tis fur-
prifing that thofe, whoare convinced of the authority of
the facred books, have not made advantage of this fyftem
to prove the. truth of the Mofaic hiftory concerning the
origin of the world, , the univerfil delage, a0d the re-peo-
pling of the earth by Noah. Itis hard to account for
st uniformity- of fentiments, which we:find in-the religi-)
ons of all nations, otherwife than by the do&rine which I
have put in the mouth of Daniel..

As the four great principles, which I have mentioned,
are the foundation of our religion, my dcfign was to do
homage to it; by endéavoizﬁng to defend thém again(t the
vain cavils of audacious critics and the fuperftitious preju-
dices ofpweak minds. .. One of thechief fources of medern
incredulity is the falfe notion which impious men have en-
tertained of Chriftianity. Nor indeed can we think it
ftrange, if, while the Chriftian myfteries are reprefented
in_a wwsong light, the prindples of religion confonnded
%}a 1he iR _thofe principlcs, i ﬁw@}gf& -
!1;\3@%1’5 ﬁ;bia\éﬁﬁh:es of faith, themiracles fhotild pafs for
impolfare) aad the fadls for febles. X we would cngazé”
thofe, who in fimplicity of heart feck after trath, fo Ii =7

n to the proofs of revealed religion, we mult begin by~
~wing them that ic’s dodrines are worthy of God; and

has been my aim throughout the foregoing work. _
Vhcther I have fucceeded or nof, niy intention was up-
yight; and I fhal ‘not repioe at the imperfection of this
attempt, if 1 may haye given occafion to any perfon of -
more learning and depth to Ffecommen " philofo-
phy, which tcaches never to employ the imagination
but as the fervant of reafon, to dire@ all improvements .
of the  underltanding to the purification of the heart, and %
avoiding all oftentatious parade of the fciences, to make,
ufe of them only 7o difcover _the beaufics of eter- -
nal truth to thofe who ‘aré’ capable ‘_of‘_"ls_ksng'L ‘namonred
WK}! (ﬁgﬁf. A.‘. SRt BT e r A‘;. Ll-. - -Jv.t:a ‘!-:' £ Jana— |
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formcd, ;o fettle the hiltory oFCy 5.2

chro ]ogy of the Kings of Babylon, than for any other
part of angient fory. . But thefe hypotheﬂ:s are o de
£eclive,, and {o/ill conredted with comcmporary“
that we are ﬁopped almoft at every {tep, by the _
dictions and inconfi ’{encnes we meetwith in them,  This e
: very man’s cxpencnce fhews hxm to be true, “honfads the'
wm,ngs of &caliger ; I’ctau, Uﬂu.r, \‘[a.rﬁmm, L}ec bxﬂxop
Meaux and P

ugo)n the bc& method 6‘f iy
nts wh h Herog tus, q:cf ak,( :
}&enophon, and other ancient writers, " give us of Cyrué.
You have prcfcncd thls Pr war with hi
Anyaocs ; 4 war whxch the ancients allow to be cr:rtam, 3
and whxch e o hon hnmfclf aclgnowfcdges in hxs}cfr@az =
of, the ten thoufand; he fuppreffcd this Fallin his Lyrfo«

o s pacdia,

-
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" quedil,onnlyt to-ryoid throwing a. blemith,on Cyrusis chig-
Fadteld 'L\j:':.e} war-which: hethotight contrary to n;am::;}l d'._!:;-
y 1 2Padcati:bag Jikewiie thought fitto fupprefs. it;, Mars
dhamiibas-invented a mere romance, and fuppofes, that
Themdtereatwvo different kingdoms of the Medes, nywhich
Avers.at:the fame time goveined by two Altyages’s, one
the grandfathér, ‘and the other the encmy, of Cyrus, The
methodveu-have taken is more fimple, and more agree-
zble to-ancicat ftory ;i you have pavedithe way. for, this
waryand conduded it in fuch aj maneer; that it does wa po
aifis ftain the chara@er. of fyour-heros. 15 o v 43 uds
10 AFhe eniiflion of £ confidenable ansevent led Xenophion
snto-twe anachronifs, in order. to find employment for
‘Cyrus inhis youngergears ;- this author antedates the tak-
angrof Sardis 2§ years, and thag of Babylon, 28. As/this
shittorian 'had pothing in view bur milizary. vistacs and the
~qualisics of ‘. ‘trae pafriot, whereby-to form bis herg, bys

- fehenie, didiwot furnifh. himi with ther fame ; materiafs. to.
£l apEyius’s- yolth, as yours,decs., iHe had no thoughs
sof tulbithing mto-his-mind fuch principles as would molt ef-
fefually fecure him from the dangers which befet the vir-
~fisé - of Princes, | or of guarding him before hand. aguiaft
the! dorruption of falfe politics and. falfe philofophy, which
saré;! in thew confequences, cqually fatal to fogicty.. Xe-
“abphon,-having been educated in Greece, was acquainted.
onlyi with she_kingdoms of Sparta and Maccdon, whafe
-Kiags! were, ;properly fpeaking, pething more than. the

chief perfons in their {tatc ; and the magiitrates were rather
_their collegues than their miilters: . He bad no noton of
< the.abufcs of d&potic power, and thercfore could haye no.
- thoughts  of preventing them. =~ Whereas your defign be-
~ingto form a king, rather than a congucror, a, Prince et~
- ter qualifie tc make his people. happy upder bis goyern-
sanent, thaa to force them to fubmit to his Jaws; you are

- thereby enabled to give Cyrus full employmentin his youth,

by making him travel, and that very couliftently with true

_chronology.- ;. .. N R R T

- Cyrus died the 218th year of Nabonaffar, and 530,
_years beforethe Chrtian Acra, which Ifhall not lofe time

in prowngz, becaulc acknowledged by ‘all chronologecs.

it Tais

-
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This Prince was'then 7oyears of age; according to, Dinons $
cthe ‘author ‘of @ celébrated hiftoryof Perfia (a)y He'was
therefore” botn ‘in‘the 'v48th year of Nabonaffary 6035, or
509 years!before Chrift " He 'had reigned, aceording to
thé aftrononical’ ¢anon; nine years at Babylon.: Thisicity
was therefore taken in'the 6 11t year of hisage; the:zogth
of 'Nabonaffar, -and the ' 39th before ‘Chaftif +1brin 5y
Sardis was taken; according to’Soficratesin Diogenes
Licrtius (4), “aidacearding o Solinus (2, in the fourth
‘year 6Fthe 58th Olympiad; “but according to Bufebius, in
the firft year of that “Olynipiad 3 and’ confequenmlylenlier
i the s sth or°¢48th yeir before Chrifty: abid the'g3d or
‘g sth year of Cyrus’s lifei ' He reigned 30 years overothe
Medes and Perfians;’ ‘according to Herodotusand! Crefias,
“4nd he was ‘4o fears ‘old according ‘to: Dinon;'xhen he:
“ounted ‘the” thrones which fixes  the beginting 'of his
“Feigh o the 18Bth year'of Nabonaffar; thofirft yearofithe
th Olypiad;and the s6othiyearbefore Cliilki( ) Exife-
bha iat hll chionclogilts agréediin: placing/the be-
pinning of Cyrudlsreignover the Medes dnd Pesfians in this
Yéar'ofthe §5th Olympiad:  But hiftorizns huvé ncither
‘told us How many years Cyrus’s war withithe Medes faft-
“‘ed, “ner any particulars'of whut happered io- ehe-firft forty
Yeurs.ofhis life = ‘you ‘arc thereforedr full liberty vo filup:
Lihisfpace with whateverjoi judge moft proper:to. godrda-
“figns and your chronology is hot only ugreeable'tornhdriof
“ the Grecks and Peifians, but likewile tothatof the Bubylé-
Fixhs 2w eoistlinsht 5o b g 1 pientiring ot
“Xenophon indeed has changed: all this chronology = de-
cording to him Cyrus ‘went to. the court of Media at ¥z
years, ftayed ‘there 4 years, returned in his 16thy yods ;
~eiitered 'into the ‘¢lifs ‘of the "Epfsi of young-men
“#-His 17t andcontinded in it ‘1o yearss * To!whichihe
3dds, that ‘Aftyagés’ died in ‘this intervar, but this/inot
truc’; for that Prince reigned tll he was conquered by Cytus:
‘iR gear ‘560, and did not die ull fome yeurs after: your
have therefore done wellinnot following Xenoplion Ac-
OF 2 s WSEsaudsA. W | 3 -/ £t condiéord-
T SR i e e
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- cerding to hisn - ‘Cyrus entered Media at the headof;
30000 men.yhen he was 28 years of age 5 fubdued the-
-&rmsmms at-29 3 marched again(t the Lydians,and took:;
ledxs at.3Q;. and made him{clf mafter of Babylon at-23
bo,xt the year' 567, Thisds the 179th yearof Nabanaf=¢
far, and the. 36th. of Nabuchodonofor, who reigoed. 7:
years afterit ; thefe 7, years ¢ added to the 21 years of the!
four Kings who reigned i Babylon afier him, make:the

28 years-of the anachronifm above-mentioned. The reft of!
‘(cnophon s chronology. is of no importanee to.your work .|
He does not determine the time of -the.deathi either of::
Mandana, or Cambyfes, ‘and' you are: therefore cnurc]y&
at hbcuy to place thefe events.as will beft fuit with: youn
Plabichnmaiatl siid 2l o e sud sl adolis - mon g2
~_The cﬂy of Tyre was not takcn aill thC x9th year ofis

Nabuchodonofor, after a thirtcen years: fiege, whighbex
gan: the feventh of that Prince’s reign;  accordiogitaithe
Phoenician; annals. which- Jofephus -had readinodnothed
vear: Jerufalem. was. | taken, which. was< the 18th yebne
of, Nabuchodonofor, the Prophet iEzekiel threateos

- "Tyre with approaching ruin ; it therefore was!ndt taken
at-that,time ;' Cyrus was then 15 years of age :-now,s s>
.\? wravels are all placed between the- 28th and 32d: yeart

his age, avd.as he does notgo to. Tyre till aften his!
tra,w}s in Gzeece, you are guilty of no anachronifmdnithis:d
p'xmcula.\ :moreoyer, what you relate; of the hiftory: ofib
this, city; fulﬁc&mly fills up the 15 .0t £6 years frmmthc 3
time of ivs.being conquered: by the Babylonians: -+

«We have no. where any exprefs. paffage wirereby to. ﬁx
the time of Nabuchodonofor’s madnefs 5 that he was mad.|
is eerzain from Daniel, and itis very pzoba.ble 1t happened. 4
towards the ead of nis life; my. renfons for it are thefe. s
Jehotachin -was carried: into. captivity “in the 8th-year-of:
Nabuclmdono(m 5 reign. over Jadea,-and the 4th of his 7
reign inBabylon; that is, the 148th year of Nabonaffar, -
6oo: years before Chrift,. and the. year Cyrus ‘was. hor.i

“We are told in Jeremiah (e), and in the fecond ‘baak
of Kings (f) that in.the 37th year of Jehoiachin's captisit
st y, Ly dmerodach a‘:‘cndcd the throne of Babylon, took:?

ol 3s7ag 21 10 Slods o s

n (4:) C‘lar. Iu VEE 30 (Gp)] Cl‘ap KXY YCT. 27+
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Jéhoiachin out of prifon; admitted him (’b/vhi's‘ owh ible, "
20d héaped many honours upon him'; this was/the ¥8th
year of Nabonaffar, the 56 4th before Chiift,and the 37t of
Cyrus’s age y at which-time Nabuchodonofor was’ ?eﬁ:‘aﬁl’t‘;
fince he did not die till the 186th of Nabonaffir, § 62 years"
before Chrift, and ‘the 3gth-of Cyrus ;- Evilimerodach’ '
therefore 'did not only mount the throne'in: his fither's ?
life-time, but he governed ' without confulting him, and Witk
{o litdle “dependance upon-him, “as tok 1o feir provoking®
him by taking quitedifferentmeafurcs rfrbmfﬁis,?aﬂﬂfiibdﬁ#’t
ing honours. on'a-Prince, “whom his- father had ‘alP long
keptin fetterss - Berofusimakes the Prince; whomhe’cills -
Evilmerodach; to have reigned 1o years; the affronsniical®
canon zllows him but two, and calls him llov:roda;ﬁ"‘,i’-f
thie Scriptare places himapon the throne three §eéars' Be-
foreithes death of hissfather,» 2 & 151 golontborionds L
_=Albthefe difficulrics wili vanifh, if wefuppofe that N&
bachiodonofor’s midnefsbegan eight years befove hisdently
and-th /this fon Fvilmeroduch was from that ithe 4ol ?
upon’as king, - placed himifelf at the headrof affairs, 4ndio
governed the emspire widh his father’s miniflers’y Ahele”
eight years; jomed with the two he reigned aloveuftérdis’s
father’s death; make upithe ten years of Berofuss the huly™!
feeiptures begin his reign later;doubtlefs from the daic thildo
he removed the minifters: who mude him unealy,dxehich
ditl nov: hiappen il the third year before the'death SFNALG
buchodonofor.. This Prince’s madnefs continwed but fes an'”
years ; afterthat time hie recovered his fenfes, resaflomed ™
the government, and publifhed -ap edict in favour -of tlic
Jews;: which isirelated in Daniel: his name had all-clong*
been made ufe of inthe public ads, and for this-veafon ¢
the attronomical canon makes his fon Hovarodam to-have
reigned but two years 5 this.canon was drawn up from the”
publick a&s. ~Nabuchodonofor’s madnefs mnaft hive pro<t
duced great revolutions' in the court of Babylon, and we
may form anidea of them from what paffed 4n the court ©
ok France during that of €harles VL. when the mamage-'"
ment of affairs was one while lodged in the hands of dc
Quaeen, fometimes in thofe of his children, and at other't
tnes in thofc of the great Lords and Frinces of thie bloods
£y qxZ.eAd (L O 3.l Upon

J
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Upon thxs fuppofition, which is both eafy and neccﬁ'ary‘
Nabuehodonofor’s madnefs will have happened in the 1 79tk
year ofNabonaffar, the 569th before Chnift, and the 32d
of ,Cyrus's age; this Prince muft have been wformed of.
thszevent; for it was of great u'nponance to him to ‘know
it ;. it is not to be doubted but it had it’s influence in the
war, of the Medes and Perfians, The kings of Babye
lon were allied to thofe of the Medes : Nabuchodanofor
had. married .2 daughter of Aftyages; the Bab}lonxans
would have takén fome part io thxs y\ar, 'hdd At Dot bccP
for, the weaknefs of their government, . occafioned by the
J\nbg s madnefs, aod for tﬁe d.\vxhons whlch prcvaﬂe
coart .among the different parties that contended for thc
dire&ionof affairs. Nay, itis probable that Queen. Am
endeavoured to reconcile the Medes and Pcr{' ans; q
independently. of the tycs of L:ood, it was dga.mﬂ h;
interelt to have cither of thofe nations l‘ubgfne the othe T
7Ehe fight of fo Famousa conqueror redu d tq Ib depl ‘
,a condition, mult have been a yety, propel fac]
for the mlhx&xm of Cyrus, and you had g l great reafon )r{cft
£0; neglcd it. ., He returned from his travels, accordm&
-t0 your chronology, about the 32d )earof his. age after
Nabuchodonofor s madnefs had already feized him
mfpcmnear {even years in Perfia, governing unde his.
,;Lher . during whmh time all the 1 mmgues b Cy‘.x-
};ares and. Soranes were carried on, Cambyfes 1
vith, the. Mmes, and Aﬁyages died ; aFtcr which’ Cyﬁ'is
wenc to Babylon, to negotiate affairs with Amytis a lictle
-before. Nabuchodonofor's madnefs Ieft him; this time
-was 1 judicioufly chofen to make “the fight 1 morc aﬂ'e&uzg, !
-and inftructive.

5 5Your chronology, with regard to pohncal ‘affairs, and
sthe revolutions -which happenedm Cyrus’s time, is there-
~fore perfe&ly agreeable to that of the Greeks, Baby}o—
-nians and Hebrews 5 let us now cnqmrc,whcthcr the grcat
(men whom you make Cyrus to have feen m his - 'WC'.

-were his corm,mporanes 3 you may indeed be- allowed ‘2

| greater liberty 1o this cafc than in the formcr Yé'l

| know heow the ancients contradi&t one another wnh rcgard

50 the ume whea “Zoratler hvcd wluch doubtlefs gg ;
3
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eeeds -from hence, that the name of Zoxafter was given
to all thofe who, at different tintes, reformed: the religion
of the Magi. Fhelaft of thefe was the mok fimousjiands
is the only one who is known by that name," or''by it
'name. of Zardoufcht in the Eaft, Pridéaux mikes him-con=
temporary with Cambyics and Darius the fon of Hyﬂafp@é"}‘»
but itis very probable he lived fome time before theml
The Orientals, as may be {een in Dr. Hyde’s work, ‘make
him to have lived under Gultafpes or Hyltafpes, the father
of Darab, who is the firft Darius according to ‘the Gtecks.
This Guftaipes was older than Cyrus, and may hdve been
the fame perfon whont you make his governor. - "Whence
it neceffarily follows, that the rcformation of the religion:
of the Magi muft have been made during his reign, and
that Zoroalter lived at that time. The reformation'miade
by Darius fuppoles that the Magi had affomed to them-~
Clves very grear authority, which he took ‘away ifrom
_ them. ; He lkewifc corrupted the purity of Zoroafter’s
religion, by a mikture of foreign idolutry." ‘In’ his' reign.
the wordhip of ‘Anaitis was firlk brought into Perfia, con~
trary to the hypothelis of Dt. Prideaux.  Your fcheme'is
‘nuore agreeable to the courfe of the hiltory, and to thofe:
fadts which are conmon to the Greek, Peifian and Ar
bian writerse: o SE e SIIUSLASIT L T
" Cyrus may have married Caffandana at 18 years of age,
and have lived with her sine or ten years ; 10 thatihe iy
have travelled into Egypt about the 29th year of his age..
Your chronology agrees exactly with. the age of Amils.
All chronologifts . concur. in fixing the end of his “reign to
‘the year before Cambyfcs’s expedition, that 15, about'the
525th year before Chrift, and the 63d Olympiad. =  Hera-.
“dotus makes his reign to have lafted 44 years ;' and con-
fequently places the beguning of it in the 56th year before.
Chrift, and the 52d Olygpiad, and about the 30th year
of Cyrns.  Diodorus indeed, who makes Amafisto have
reigned 5§ years,” fuppofes that he afcended the throne
“mrhé -579th or §8oth year before Chrift, and the 20th
year of Cyrus’s age : but thefe two opinions are eafily ve-
conciled.” Herodotus begins Amafis’s reign &t the end
of the' revolution which placed him on the thzoge, ‘and
Diedorus at the beginning ‘of bis revols, -5 S Apres

+
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- Apries mult huve Jived but a livtle time-after the taking
of Jerufalem, fince the prophet Jeremiah (i) foretells hig
death junder the name- of Pharaoh Hophra, ‘a5 what 'wn's;
foon to happen.  Jerufalem was taken in the year ‘589!
before Chrift; and the 63d before Amafis’s death, ‘which
fhew that the troubles in Egypt were already begun, Ac-
cording to your {yftem Amafis governed all Egypt in tran-
quillity when Cyrus weat thither, and  Apries had alrcady
been dead feveral years (4); which is agreeable both to
profane and facred hiftory, Gyrus® being between 28 and
30 years of age when he travelledino e i

The Greek chronology indeed will-not be' {o eafily re-: :
congiled to yours, but the anachronifin will not exceed 12
or 14 years. Chilo was, according to Hermippus, as’
quoted by Diogenes Laertius (¢), advanced in age at
the time of the 52d Olympiad. * This Olympiad beganin
the §73d year before Chrift; and ended in’ the s7oth *
Olympiad, which was the 30th of Cyrus, -~ This was bes "
fore: his Ephorate, which Pamphyla places’in®the “s 6th *
Olynipiad, but this paffage is manifeftly corrupted. ~ The
anonymous. author of the chronology of ‘the ‘Olympiads
fixes the time of the magiftracy of Chilo to that of the Ar-
chonthip of Euthydemes at Athens, that is, to the gift -
yeat-before. Xerxes’s paflage into ‘Afia, according to'
the_chronology (4) of the Arundelian'marbles.’ This was™ ©
the 561t year-before Chrift, and the 38th ‘of Cyrus; which™™
agrees perfedly. well with your chronology s~ for Cyrns””
might have feen Chilo eight years before; as he went to
Sparta, and when he was thirty years of age. et

Periander died, according to Soficrates (¢), 4t the end
of the 48th Olympiad, the 585th yearbefore Chrift, and
the 16th of Cyrus. - The ancients tell ws* he had reigned
40 years, and began to flourith about the 38th Olympiad.

!é)’_Chap, xliv. the laft verfe. i sl B Eay ;:—:;

(5) In this new edition the Author bas taken the liherty (T
a litde from  this chronology. Apries is yet living when Cyrus
goes int.: Fgypt, . ¥ : :

(c) Diog. Laert. 1ib. 1,

(d4) Ma.m. Oxon. Chrogol: Attic. Epoch. 41.

T¢) Diog. Laert. lit< 1, 3 :

E3 il LSS -
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You poftpone his.deash: 12 or 14 years’; butas y6u- do
this only to m.lkﬁ Gyrus a witnefs of his dcfperatc'dcaxH >
the anachronifin is‘a; beauty, and is otherwife of litle i
portance. ., PqqER- 9 090

Pifijtratus’s rcxgu over:the %themans did not bénm‘tnl
560 years before. Chnft; 71 before the battle of° ’\Idra‘ \
thon, according to Thucydides (/); and 100 before' tT)c
tyranny. of the 400 at Athens. Cyrus was then'40 ycar&‘
old, o vhat your anachronifm here is-only of ¢ or ten years.”
And with regard to Solon,. you are guilty of no anachro=
nifm at all. His Archonfhip, and his ‘reformation-of” the-
government :of! :Athéps; iwere:. in -the year gq'rbcforc
Chnift, and the 34, year of the 46th Olympiad ().~
{pent a confiderable time in travelling, and did not return”
to ﬁthens till he was advanced n years, which would not
fuffer him to- be eoncerned in public affairs “any more.
H.e dxcd .at; the age-of 8o years, in' the {econd year af
Plﬁﬁrgma s reign acu,ordmg to Phanias of ‘Brefa,and"in’ thc
4;4‘:%&& oﬁ Cyfgs 3; who might thcrcforc have ‘con(verfcd &
with-him pine or-ten yeatsbefore. ' 5

You ought, likewife to give yourfclf as lttde concern
about the: bringing Pythagoras and Cyrus together. onny-
fias HalicarnaiTeus tells us (4), thatthe former went into -
It,ﬂy about, the: soths Olympiad, that s about the 577th>% i
year. befor He.makes ufe of the word x#ra, (az’
).+ which {h.ws tbat this date need not be ﬁn&]y ta?' s
l\en.. And: indeed Diogenes Laertius fhews''us; that
flourithed. about the 6oth Olympiad, that is, ‘about 40
years after; w hich if we underffand of the time of his dedth, -
which was at the age of 80, he will then have bzen 59
years old when he went into Italy, and he will appearto
have been born about the s20th year belore Chrifk. If Byors
thagoras the Philofopher be the fame with him who offer-<#
ed to fight at the Olympic games among the_cliildren, and
upon being rejedted- defired to be received among. the

men, and gamcd the pnzemthe 48th Olympiad ; he. wa;
16-

(f) Lib. 6 p- 4.49, 451, et hb 8. p 6or. Aﬂﬂ Pol lib. 6.

ng Iz, 5 x
(¢) Diog. Laert. and Plat. life of Sobxx . o e
(k) D. “Hal. lib. 12, : ot
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16 ‘or 17 in the year 585 before Chrift, and was fearce
older than Cyrus. - This is the opinions of Dr. Bentley,
why is able'to’ defend himfelf againtt all the objedions
which have been made to him,  But without entring into

this difpute, it is fufficicnt for your vindication, that Py-

thagoras was returned from his travels, aud capablc of con~

ferring with Cyrus when this Prince went into Greece, in

the year 565 before Chrift; which caneot be denied in

any of the different fyitems which the learned have form-

«d concerning the time of Pythagoras’s life.

You have likewife fufficient foundation for bringing him
into a difpute with Anaximander.  This Philofopher muft
have fcen Pythagoras though he was older than he; being,
according to Apolledorus in Diogenes Laertius, 64 years
of age in the 2d year of the 48th Olympiad, thatis, in
the year 585 before Chaift.  And it is likewife a beauty
in your work to fee the young Pythagoras triumphing over
the fophiftry of the Materalit. It is not to be doubted
but the Milefian Philofopher was the iirft inventor of the
doéirine of the Atomifts; as Arftode (#), Cicero (£),
* Plutarch (/) zmd{im'plicius (o) tellify. The To Azucos of
Anaximander was an infinite matter: his dodtrine is the .
{ame with that of Spinoza.

+ You fee, fir, that complaifance had no part in my ap-
probation of the clironology of your book 5 you were not
‘obliged ta adhere fo ferupaloufly to treth, you might have
contented yourfelf with probability ; the nature of your
work did not reqmrc more: nevertbelefs this exadtnefs
will, 1 am perfuaded, give it new beauties in the opinion
of thofe who arc verfed in ancicnt hiftory.  Exadinefs
is not mcompatiblc with a fine imagination; and it dege-
nerates into dryecfs only when a writer is of a cold a.nd ;
hcavy gcmus.. o0
I am, &e. :

A FRERET.
(i) Phy€ Iib, 1. cap. 4. (%) Dc Nat. Deor. iib. 1.
(3 Placie. Phil. lib. 1. c. 3.~ (m) Coman. in Epiét,

"~ The END.



