








2 PALMTIRA

Jjourney had alfo turned out very contrary to
his expeCtations: there were no diverfions
at Ypres, nor any public walks, where he
it dilplay his handfome perfon to advs -
thge; no garrifon, fince the Dutch had agreed
upon the Emperor’s confenting to demolifh:
the fortifications, and withdraw troops; of!
courle there could be no parade; and the
Vanval’s, though excellent people, and par-
ticularly obliging, were certainly not very
amufing companions, the old furgeon and
his nephew Julien excepted: the former
was wholly engrofled by his father, and the
latter in efcosting his fifter and Madame de
Franval ; and fo much did he dread the
thoughts of appearing in public with fo low
a party, he once almoft defigned to feign ill-
nefs to avoid accompanying them to church ;
but curiofity got the better of his pride, and
vanity induced him to adorn himfelfin the new
fuit his father had prevented himfrom wearing
during his journey. The whole party was
" ready early, and proceeded, much againft
' Bazile’s
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'Jla;zi}e's inclination, in a body to the church ;
his fifters and Madame de Franval excepted,
who went in Mr. de Melac’s coach, attended
as7ufual by Mr. Julien, The church was
 already crowded when they arrived ; but
 Mr. de Melac having walked that way in
- the morning, and made a handfome prefent
to the Swifs, they found excellent places
_kept for them near the choir, among the
firft people in the town and environs. = The
B Bifhop foon made his appearance in his pon-
tiﬁcals, and the ceremony began.

Mr. de Melac and the reft of his party
looked anxioufly round for the Duke and the
reft of the Bithop’s vifitors, but none of
them were to be feen. Mr. Vanval’s
nephew, the refident, pointed out a fmall cha-
{iipel adjoining the choir, where he prefumed
#they were; but the not being able to get a
i fwht of them was a ftrange dllappomtment
to Mr, de Melac in particular. However,
oon after the elevation of the Sacrament,

B 2 they
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they faw his Grace advancing flowly througiy
the crowd, moft elegantly drefled, leadmtr
thic trembling Ermance, who never appeared
to greater advantage ;—her left hand was
within the Duke’s arm, and in her right the
held a large filver cup: one of the Bifhop's
Chaplains and the Swifs preceded them to
clear the way, as the choir was almoft as_
much crouded as the body of the church.’
She began her folicitations with the Blihop,
and then went round among the nobllxty
whofe donations were fo liberal fhe was
obliged to empty her cup before fhe pro-
ceeded farther. The Duke had met the
eyes of Mr. de Melac more than once; n
fa&t they followed him wherever he went ;
and wondered what his friend would think to |
fechim thus employed, eafily gueffed the con-
jeCtures he would form, as Ermance’s crofs.
would not undeceive him ; it was {o com-
mon for young women of family to belong to!
fome chapter-houfe before ' they married ;
and as he had convinced him he was ac-
quainted with both Mr, and Madame de
Neufpont’s|




_AND ERMANCE. B

Neufpont’s family, he moft probably knew
the latter had a fifter Abbefs of Bourbourg,
As foon as they were near enough, the Duke
addrefled him as his dear friend, and gave
him the hand ftill at liberty. Ermance
looked very anxioufly, firft at him, then at
the Duke, and feemed to with to fay fome-
thing, and yet afraid to exprefs her thofxghts 3
but as foon as they had ccafed fpeaking,
fhe held out her cup, and in a foft tremulous
voice, entreated Mr. de Melac would re-
member the poor. '
3 ¢
< Avarice itfelf could not refift fuchan
application in favour of the diftrefled and
wretched,” faid Mr. de Melac, bowing and
putting very liberally into the proffered cup.
From what had paffed between the Duke
and himfelf upon the road, he had not a
doubt but he had been furprifed, as he in
fome meafure expeed; and that this was
the bride ele&. Erneftine and Clemence
each put a Louis into the cup, and Bazile,
chufing to appear generous, or more properly
B3 fpeaking,
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.fpeaking, to difplay his riches to the Van-
val family, doubled that fum; his: Grace
then proceeded with his trembling compa-

nion. While Erneftine and Clemence ex -

prefled their admiration of the lovely guczenfe

in a low voice, Madame de Franval pitied

her exceflively, faying fhe did not feem to

poflefs fufficient affurance for fuch an un-
dertaking, and was afraid the would find the

tafk very fatiguing in fuch weather, and in

fuch a crowd. - Bazile had been too much
taken up with contemplating the Duke’s

* drefs to notice his companion, and particu-|
larly envied hishat with feathers,and red heels,

but &ill more his fword 3 the two firft were

diftinétions f{o totally confined to the firft

_nobility, he never expected to be allowed to
decorate his {weet perfon with either; but

the latter merely depended upon his father.

If he would but allow him to enter the army,

he might fport a- defenfive weapon imme-

diately ; as it was, he thought, he ‘might be

allowed to wear embroidery ; therefore deter-

mined to fave money to- purchafe exactly

fuch
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fuch a fuit, not having a doubt but he
thould look to equal advantage ; nay, he
hardly knew whether fuch a dre(s would not
become him more than regimentals. While
he was making thefe refle¢tions and forming
thefe refolutions, Erneftine afked her father,
if he knew who this beautiful young lady
was? but he could nat, he faid, fatisfy her
curiofity.

. “ His Grace has not a fifter,” faid Cle-
mence ; .*° but it may be his coufin.””

- ¢ Poffibly fhe is {till dearer to the Duke
than either a fifter or a coufin, faid Madame
de Franval, and yet no relation.”

“I can’t affift you in your conjetures,

my good friend,” faid Mr, de Melac,
“ though you may be right.”” —

Bazile, having overheard what they were
whifpering about, gave it as his opinion the
Duke would not marry {uch a girl; and for
his part he belicved he was already cngaged,
looking at Erncftine while he fpoke. Struck

B 4 by
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by his manner and pointed expreflion, fhie
afked him if he was in his Grace’s fecrets ?

«1 fhould rather fuppofe you. are,”’ faid
Bazilc.

Clemence could not reftrain 2 {mile,
knowing fhe had been the caufe of all thefe
clever remarks, and was convinced Bazile frill
fuppofed the Duke was an admirer of their
. fifters; but as Mr. de Melac gave them as
look they underftood, ceafed fpeaking, and
only followed the Duke and his fair com-~
panion with their eyes to all parts of the
church.

The crowd was exceffive, and the day re-
markably warm; thofe who fat flill were
therefore very much incommoded by the
heat, but it was almoft intolerable to thofe
who were obliged to move in the throng.
The Swifs and Chaplain broke the way as
much as poffible ; but no fooner were his
~ Grace and the fair guétenfe able to advance
a few
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a few fteps, than the crowd clofed in upon
them behind : Ermance bore it pretty well
for fome time, but before they reached the
end of the principal aifle, the colour began
to forfake her cheeks, and fhe grew very
faint ; the Duke, who was exceedingly anxious
about her, owing to the inconvenience he
flt from the fame caufe, remarked the vifible
changes in her countenance, and repented
very much he had not relieved her from fo
fatigueing a duty, by reprefenting: the pro-
bable confequences of her making the at-
tempt in fuch a crowd, to the Bifhop and
Madame de L’Eclufe. . While he was mak=
ing thele refleCtions, her voice became
fcarcely articulate, and he felt her arm
tremble within his.. Serioufly alarmed, he
exprefled his fears in the moft feeling man-
ner ; fhe endeavoured to anfwer his anxious
eqquiries,. but hetr voice failed her: the
puke took the cup from: her hand and gave
it to the Swifs ;. fhe gave 2 figh, and tried
once more to {peak ; but was obliged to catch

“hold of the Duke with both hands.

B 5 - Clear
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s¢Clear theway,” faid his Grace tothe Chap~
lain and Swifs, ¢ to the neareft door.” They
endeavoured to obey hims but it was fome
tine before they could make room for them
to advance towards a fort of veftry-room ad-
joining the church. Thither he would have
led his fair cogppanion——her legs-rfa.i'led her;
be caught her in his arms ;- but, before he
¢ould remove her from the crowd, to all ap-
pearance (he was lifelefs. The Duke now
infifted upon the people making way in fuch®
2 commandihg tone, he was foon obeyed.
The moment he reached the room, he de-
fired the Swifs to fhut the door, and
throw the windows, which looked inte
the ftieet, open ; he then placed hislifelefs
burthen 10 a chatr, while: the Chaplain
fent fome of the people aflembled with=
out the church for a glafs of water; in the
courfe of a few feconds he had plenty;
and in a very fhort time the beautiful in-
valid’s fpirits and colour both began to
revive.  Several ladies had been abfolutely
' elamoureus
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clhimorous in their offers of affiftance at
the door which led into the church,
but his Grace would not allow it to be
opened, knowing the room would foon be
filled ; the Chaplain and Swifs were there-
fore his only attendants ; and when Madame
de Moncove had recovered her fpeech, fhe
agreed, at the Duke’s requeft, to allow the
Swifs to finith the guéte, though fhe could
have made a fecond attempt, and affured
b fhe was quite well again ; ““Indeed,” faid
fhe, 1 hardly know what has Been the mat-
ter with me, for I never fainted before in my
life. My good aunt often withes the was in
Heaven ; but I muft fay I am very glad,
thanks to your Grace’s fkill, I am once more
reftored to life.””
¢ And T am very happy,” faid the Duke,,
“to find my gay fifter can already make a
Jeft of her recent illnefs.” "
“1 proteft you have loft great part of your
eolour. Iam almoft of opinion you would
have followed_ my wife example if you had
flaid much longer in the church; let me
B 6 advife
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advife you to take your own prefcription, im
a few of thofc drops you poifoned me with
juft now.”

< A little frefh air wxll be of more fer-
vice to me,” faid the Duke {miling ; « and
with your leave we will ftep out of one of”
thefe windows and réturn to the palace : the
Bifhop or Madame de L’Eclufe’s carriage
are certainly in waiting by this time, and I
don’t feel theleaft inclination to return into
the church. "& ©

«Nor do I feel any with to make the at-
tempt,” faid Ermance; ¢ but once more
accept my thanks for the trouble I have
given you. Had I forefeen accepting your

- offers would have been attended with fuch

{erious inconvenience to yourfelf, I fhould
not have intruded {fo much upon your good-
nefs; though I hardly know what would haye
become of me had [ been left to the care of
the poor chaplain.” ;

< Believe me, my deareft Ermance, I am
truly happy it was in my power to be of the
{malleft fervice to you; but, tréve aux com-

plement,
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plement, which between friends are very ab-
furd ; and fuppofe our party ignorant of -
what has happened, and conclude we are .
gone home, as they could not fee our exit
from where they fat.”

< Don’t mention my having been ill, I
entreat you ; I know my good aunt would
be frightened to. death were fhe to hear it =
only fend her and the Bifhop word, we finith-
ed at the end of the church, ,‘abnd could not
get back again.  The chaplain,.who had re-
mained with them, was difpatched with a
meflage to the Bifhop ; who was entreated to-”
inform Madame de L’Eclufe in the manner
leaft likely to alarm her, what had induced
them to retire ; and as the windows of the
room they were in were nearly level with the
ground, they got out at one of them; and
Mr.de Melac’s carriage being the firft the
Duke caught fight of, he made ufe of it to.
convey them to the palace..

The Duke then advifed.the once rﬁoré
lively Ermance to lie down for an hour; but

fhe
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flic would not liften to him, affuring him fhe
was perfectly well, and only hoped the Chap-
lin would not make a very difmal ftory of
the meflage he had been fent to deliver.

<] truft hé has more fenfe ; but they will
not be long after as the fervice was nearly
finifhed before we left the church, and the
Swifs would {oon conclude the guése.”

+ < Upon my word the people in general
were very»_generous,” faid Ermance. < Pray
who was that gentleman you addrefled as
your dear friend, and thofe handfome girls
with whom you alfo feemed acquainted 2’

< The gentleman is the Reéceiver Gene-
ral of Dunkirk, and the young ladies are his
daughters, two very agreeable, amiable, un-
affected girls.” :

“ So they appear,” faid Ermance ; ¢ but
do you know at the firft moment I almoft
thought their father was a near relation of
your’s, you are certainly very much alike.””

“ { have been told fo before,” faid the
Duke ; ¢ indeed the fame remark was made
by feveral people the very firft time we ever

: met,
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met; and I ‘believe that was what in-
duced me to endeavour to cultivate his
friendthip ; we are now very intimate, and
each fucceeding interview . increafes my
cfteem for him.”’ ; -

« Then I am fure he is a very amiable
man,” faid Ermance.—She was going on,
when the exclamation of—<“Where, where iz
my dear child I”’—interrupted- her, and the
entrance of the Abbefs; breathlefs with
‘haﬁc; made her fly to meet her, faying,
4 Here I am, my deareft aunt, as well as ever
T was in my life.”

The good lady caught her in her arms,
and embraced her moft affc&ionately ; fay-
ing, * What you mutft have fuffered, ma pos=
ponne, how much I was to blame to illow
you to run fuch a hazard ; do tell me how
you find yourfelf :

uite: recovered, my dear aunt you‘
cannot think what an excellent phyﬁcum
his Grace has proved him {elf.”

“ The Duke is all goodnefs, my chlld,

6" and
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r';nd muft have found the heat almoft in-
fupportable himfelf. However, I certainly
would not have permitted you to mingle:
in fuch a erowd under any other perfon’s pro-
tection.”’

The entrance of the Bithop and his other
guefts afforded the Duke an excufe not to
anfwer what the good lady deemed a very
high compliment.

The Bifhop and all the party exprefled:
their joy to find the fair quézenfe {fo much:
better than they had dared to hope ; and the
former declared the fum collected far ex-
ceeded his moft fanguine expe&ations. This
sather confoled Madame de L’Eclufe for the
fright fhe had undergone..

Ermance had feen too little of the world
to underftand even the meaning of the word
affe@ation ; fhe therefore eat a very hearty
dinner, and wifhed to have accompanied the
party to vefpcra afterwards, which was abfo-

lutely
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lutely over-ruled ; her aunt faid the church
would be quite as much’ crowded as it was.
in the morning ; for the bifhop s to officiate ;.
and the heat might bring on a relapfe of her
complaint; fo the other young, or rather
maiden lady, was left at home to keep her
company.

Till this afternoon the Duke’s thoughts
had never wandered while at church. He
was in the fame chapel in the morning, and
by mere accident he had chofen the place
Ermance had {o recently occupied ; this led
him to trace’their fteps in the church : his
eyes were often involuntarily turned towards
the fpot where he had fupported her in his
arms. How like death are fuch fits, faid he
to himfelf; the idea made him fhudder.
Hefelt himfelfparticularly interefted inall that
concerned her. Was fhe not the fifter of his
deftined bride ? He fighed twice while making
thefe refle&tions, which Madame de L’Eclufe,
who fat next him, attributed to the fervour

of



18 PALMIRA

of his devotion, which added to the refpe&
fhe already felt for him.

As foon as vefpers were over, the Duke
hurried home on foot. The Bifhop he knew
would take care of the ladies. He found
himfelf in the ftreet before he confidered he
ought to have mentioned his intentions of
walking home te his companion ; he looked
round for them, as they had left the chapel
together, but could not diftinguith them
among the throng; he therefore haftened
forwards, prefuming they would fuppofe he
‘had miffed them in the crowd.

Ermance was alone in the faloon when
he arrived ; her companion was in the gar-
den below, and they were talking to each
other from one of the windows.  Upon hear-
ing the door open, fhe looked round, and,
{eeing who it was, gave a fpring forward to
meet the Duke. What, firft, and alone! I
_ hope you have been very much edified ? I
~hardly knew the meaning of the word emmus

till
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till this afternoon; and my companion
feemed troubled with the fame complaint 5
therefore all our converfation has rolled upon
the unufual length of the hours. Iwas juft
telling her, as you came in, T believed you
ftaid falut. ~Pray where did you leave my
aunt and the Bifhop *”

<« They will be here in a few minutes, L |
dare fay; I mifled them as we were
coming out of the church; and upon
refleting what you [o lately fuffered through
heat, thought it would be moft prudent
~to purfue my route on foot; as I was
really anxious to know how you did 2 '

« You are very kind, Mon cher Frere. I
had almoft forgot my tranquil exit from the
church—was it much crouded this after-
noon ¢”’

<< By curiofity, not devotion, I am afraLd 2!
faid the Duke.
< Too often the cafe. How have I feen
at Senlis, and at Bourbourg, the nuns and
penfioners at the former, and us Canonefies |
at the latter, form the whole congregation
during
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during mafs or vefpers: but if a' nun has
been going to take the habit, or the veil, or
a Cannonefs to receive the cup, you might
have walked upon the people’s heads!—
What an opinion it has led me to-entertain
of the piety of the generality of mankind !

<« T fhould hardly have expected fo grave
an obfervation from my lively little fifter;
yet I fully fubfcribe to its truth.”

The Bithop and the reft of the company
now made their appearance—enquiring after
the health of Ermance. They told the
Duke they had been at a lofs to guefs what
was become of him :—he replied, that hav~
ing loft fight of them, without refleQing he
might probably keep them in waiting, he had
walked on, and found himfelf at the palace
gates before that idea occurred. Ermance
gave him alook, but not expreflive of difap-
probation, as from his own confeffion his
anxiety for her had made him in fome mea-
fure forget what wus due to his party

_ What an animated defcription fhe fheuld
have
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have it in her power to write to her dear
Palmira of this fete, and of the Duke’s kind
attentions towards her! When a thought
fuddenly ftruck her, ¢ might not Palmira be
jealous if fhe faid too much in his praife, or
expatiated too warmly upon the politenefs he
had fhewn her >—Yet, if fhe permitted her
pen to follow the dictates of her heart, fhe
muft write as (he felt. However fhe fthould
have time enough to arrange herideas when
thereturned to Bourbourg. If fhewasat alofs,
the might apply to her aunt for affiftance.”

There was a vaft deal of company in the
evening, but Ermance’s natural gayety feem -
ed all to have forfaken her—her dgjetion
was totally placed to her morning’s fatigue ;
and as the Duke had been in fome refpe@s
a fellow fufferer, his want of {pirits and fre-
quent abfence of mind, though he took infi-

nite pains to exert himfelf, were placed to'
the {ame account.

On retiring for the night, Ermance re~
fletted how rapldly the ‘laft three days had
5 pwffcd
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paffed away. It Liad been agreed the Abbefs
and herfelf (hould fet out on their return to
Bourbourg immediately after breakfaft :
this gave her little uneafinefs, as the Duke
meant to {et out at the fame time for Dun-
kirk : ftill fhe felt more than ever the diflike
fhe had carly imbibed for a monaftic life ;
fhe had been long enough in her intended
brother-in-law’s company to difcover many
of his amiable qualities; and it was very
poflible they might not meet again for
months, nay perhaps for years |—She might
never fec him more ; if a war broke out he
would  be fent abroad, and expofed to a
thoufand dangers |—And her mother might
| alter her mind, and not remove her from
Bourbourg: fhe felt happy when the lights
were out, her aunt in bed, and their attend-
_ ants withdrawing, for they occupied the
fame apartment : fhe was then at liberty to
give way to her refle®tions unmolefted.

Not fecling herfelf at all inclined to fleep,
and her fifter’s marriage uppermoft in
her thoughts, a fentiment ftrongly refem-

bling
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ling envy, began to gain ground in her
bofom. Would Palmira be as capable of
appreciating the Duke’s merit ? would fhe
be equally anxious to contribute to his feli-
city? repeated fighs, the confequence of
thefe doubts, induced the Abbefs to enquxre
if the was not well.

Ermance affected fleep, net chufing to
feign indifpofition fhe was totally free from,
nor to acknowledge the real caufe of thofe
fymptoms of forrow.

At length the fun made its appearance,
and Ermance f{tole out of bed, withing to
take a folitary ramble in the Bifhop’s exten=
five gardens, to compofe her agitated mind.
Convinced none of the family were ftirring
fhetbegan to drefs herfelf with the utmoft
expedition.  Notwithftanding her caution
her aunt awoke ; and, aftonifhed to hear her
ﬁxrrmg, knowmg her not to be an early rifer
in general, {he called to enqmre firft how fhe

did 5
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did ; and having received a fatisfattory an~
fiwer, next enquired the hour.

« It has juft ftruck fix,” faid Ermance-——
< Well, my child, we need not be moving
yet 3 you will over fatigue yourfelf before we
fet out : go tobed again for another hour—
we fhan’t {et out before nine.”

Ermance pleaded a wifh to take a walk
before breakfaft; the morning air would
revive her {pirits, which were unufually de=
prefled by the uncommon warmth of the
weather. Approaching a window that looked
into the garden while the was fpeaking, the
firfl object fhe faw was the Duke, advancing
flowly up one of the walks;—his eyes
direted towards the window the was looking
from=he kiffed his hand—fhe returned the
compliment ; and haftily completing her
toilette, ran down {tairs, after repeating to
her aunt a walk would be of infinite fervice
to her, without mentioning whom fhe had
feen ; but the Duke was very poflibly going

ta
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to fct off ; he might have received an exprefs
from Dunkirk, or have fomething which
required his immediate prefence; and fhe
fhould never forgive herfelf if fhe did not
{eize {o favourable an oppoxtumty of takmg
leave of him.

The Duke, who had rather expefted ['hc
would join him, was walking 1n fight of the
door when fhe came out, and haftened to
meet her—took her proffered hand, which
he raifed to his lips, while the faid,

< Seeing you up-fo early, I was afraid you
was going to fet off.” ¢ You did me very
great injuftice, my dear Ermance, if you
fuppofed I fhould think of leaving Ypres
without fecing you! But how came you to
be thus matinale 2"

£ I'behew. I gt place my early nﬁng
folely to the heat of the weather, which pre-
vented me from {fleeping; I was coming
down when I faw you from the window.”

Thefe compliments over, cach feemed
rather at a-lofs for converfation. - The Duke

VOL LT c A atked
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{lackening two buttons of his waiftcoat as he
concluded.

« Indecd !”’ faid Mr, de Mclac, ¢ though
her being a canonels might have led me to
fuppofe fhe was not Madame dc Neufpont’s
eldeft daughter. I was in hopes 1 beg
your Grace’s pardon, I hardly know what 1
was going to fay.—The fifter of fo finc a

' young woman muft be handfome, and may
poffefs many more amiable qualities; for the
countenance is not always the true index of |
the mind.” :

“ Very true;” then told to him why
Ermance had been at the féte, and where (he
refided. The tale was very fimple ; yet the
Duke hefitated, and coloured feveral times
during the recital ; and his f: fancying Mi. de

Melac perceived his embarraffment, did not.
tend to remove it.
¥

sy

| He was not miftzken in his conjetures.
E De Melac foon guefled Ermance had made
| avery ftrong impreflion upon his heart ; and
thought it was a very miftaken notion, and

€3 even
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De Melac agreed the night had been un- .
ufually warm, though he had been fortunate
¢ enough to haye a very large airy room. He
" advifed him to endeavour to take a nap in

the carriage, as want of reft often brought on
the head-ache. ; s '

« In general,” faid the Duke; and thefe
rough roads are not very likely to promoté
fleep.”

¢ Nor a down bed,” thought de, Melac,
% when the heart 1sill at cale.” . This was
a remark he chofe to keep to himfelf. Bothl
remained filent for half an hour or more, tilk
“the Duke, making an effort, faid, -

¢ Upon my word, Mr. de Mefac, I am
quite athamed of myfelf; T think T never‘
was a worfe travelling companion.”

“ We cannot always be gay if we would
Thope you find yourfelf better 2 :

€ Oh!'pray don’t attribute to -illnefs
what is the effets of ftupidity : flart fome
gay fubJe& 5 if we do not talk we fhall

c 4 become
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become thoughtful, and that will not always
“raife the fpirits.”

De Melac confidered this as a half acknow-
ledgment that his reflections were not of the -
moft agreeable pature : willing, however, to’
oblige his young friend, he turned the ‘con-
verfatmn upon the Weft Indies, and foon.
tranfported him in imagination among the
fugar plantations at Gaudaloupe. The Duke
felt interefted in his deferiptions, and, before
they reached Rofebrugge, feemed to have
recovered his wfual fpirits. This was the
laft town in the empire, and his Grace hav-
ing fo lately pafled through, and known to:
| be a nobleman of rank, four very good horfes
were put to his carriage, and two poftillions,
dreffed in the Imperial livery, with bugle
horns {flung over their fhoulders. As
‘foon as mounted, they began to difplay

their. dexterity in founding their horns,
which animated their horfes even more than
the whip or fpur.  The Duke exprefled his
approbation of this German cuftom in their

\'\Y
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way to Yopres, as it ferves effeCrually to clear
the way for travellers,

Within a few hundred yards of the town
there is a barrier or gaté, where travellers are
liable to have their baggage fearched when
they enter or leave the empirc; but a fix
livre piece given in anfwer to the ufual quef~
tion of « N'auez_wous rien contre les ordoin-
nances de I’ Empereur 27 gencrally induces the
clerks, or commis, to. allow people to pafs.
;T_he houfe, or rather hut, that 1'e1'ves't‘hem‘
for fhelter, ftands upon an_eminence, and
was to the right thand of the way the Duke
was coming: the ‘road runs upon a bank,
“and has a deep ditch on either fide to pre-
vent thofe who might be f{o iuclined from
making their efcape with contraband goods.
In winter thefe ditches are commonly feve-
ral feet deep in water; but, owing to the heat
of the weather, they were now nearly dry.-

The horfes were {o enlivened by the found
of their favourite mufic, that, by the time
they rc:ached this gate, they became rather.

) 5 - unroly,
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unruly, when the boys withed to. ftop.
Mr. de Melac begged the lads to take care ;
they affured him there was no danger, the
horfes were only rather out of exercife.
‘Owing to the Duke’s generofity they were
_not detained more than half. a minute, and
-away they went again, as before, to the found
of the horn.. The off-leader, a very powerful
;*'h(;'ung horfe, haying too much head, got the
advance fo much juft as the road took a
" turn, that he forced the poftillion befide
¢ the bank to the left. De Melac, perceiving |
,;“ﬂleir danger, as the wheel horfes were not
;'t“"able to ftop, was trying to open the door
' of the carriage, meaning to jump out, as.
he' fat on the right fide; but, before he
could effe&t his defign, they were over-
turned with fuch violence, that the carriage
rolled over, and fell into the ditch already
mentioned.. The Duke was under Mr. de
Melac, who received very little hurt, only a
few bruifes of no confequence. The Lorfes,
from the badnefs of their tackle, were foon
dlfengaged ‘de Melac fcrambled upon his

legs,
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Iegs, and called aloud to his companion, to
enquire  if he was hurt, but  received no
anfwer; and, on looking down, faw him
lying motionlefs at the bottom of the car-
riage. Half wild, he now repeatedly called for
affiftance, while he tried to force the fhattered:
door from the chaife. It foon gave way to
hiss efforts ; for “terror feemed to have in-
creafed his firength. ~ He then endeavoured
to raife the Duke, but was unequal to the
talk for want of goom. The fervqnf’sz_who
were following on horfeback, had not been
able to keep up with the chaife; but the
inftant they. perceived the accident, hurried:
forward, and the carriage was now fur-
rounded by the poftillion and commis, each
eager to affift; and all lamenting the Duke’s
untimely fate ; for every one ’coxv]clﬂud‘ed' him
‘dead, from the vehement exclamations of IVIr.
* de Melac. . He was now. abfolutely raving:
his incoherent expreffions made the Duke’s
fervants almoft fancy him diftracted ; and
his defpair {feemed to know no bounds.—
£ Oh! why'was I {pared " he exclaimed ;:—
‘ c.6 ¢ death
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and applied to his temple. Still he gave no
figns of life; butde Melac felt his pulfe beat,
“and that afforded him {ome hopes : he now be-
gan to wonder the furgeonhe had repeatedly,
difpatched the by-ftanders for, was not arriv-
ed, as he knew immediate bleeding muft be
indifpenfably neceffary. The fact was, no one
had obeyed his. ordets; but, while he con-
tinued raving, and the fervants were pi'é—
paring to go in fearch of the firft medical
man the place, afforded, who fhould arrive
but Vanval. - They had breakfafted at
Rofebrugge; at a houfe fome diftance from
the one where the Duke had changed
* horfes; and though they had feen his
poft-Chaife dafhing salong, had not been
able to f{peak to, him.. The coachman
was ordered to make the beft of his way,
that they might overtake the Duke’s car-
 siage, while the " commis were - doing - their
_duty. = This turned: out very fortunate.
© Mr. de Melac’s coachman, perceiving fome
dreadful- accident had “happened, ftopped

thirty
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thirty or forty yards before he reached the
fpot, that he might not alarm the ladies =
he faw his mafter was fafe ; and the Duke’s
valet, having a little recovered his fenfes, no:
fooner caught fight of the coach than he
flew towards it, opened the door, and drag-
ged out the old fat furgeon, without even
lettmg down the ftep.” Such. rough ufage
‘sather alarmed the old Flamand, who was
1o fooner upon his legs than he was hurried
alosg to where the BDuke laid. ~ Ac-.
cuftormed to thefe horrid fights, his wonted
[ang froid foon began to -return ; while de
Melac entreated him, in the moft moving
accents, to exert his utmoft fkill, though he
was afraid he came too late. Vanvzl, with-
out ‘making any reply, took out his inftru-
ments, and’ brea.thed avein. The ladies were
by this time arrived, and fcreamcd the in=!
Rant they beheld the Duke The firft
word Vanval uttered was—*< A lady’s

garter this  moment—none elfe will do;”
fand in a few feconds he was prefented
with three; and fecing the blood began
’ to
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to flow pretty freely, begzed  the fpe&ators
would calm their fears; he would be an-
fiverable for the Duke’s recovery ; and this
affurance from a man in whofe fkill they
placed the moft implicit faith, gave {pirits
to'them all.—<¢< Oh! fay he will live, my
beft friend,” faid de Melac, ¢ and I fhall

think myfelf bound to pray for you all the
days of my life I’

« Then I nced not leave much rhoney for
maffes, to be faid after my deceafe,” faid
Vanval ; < for the prayers of fo good a man
will certainly reach heaven; and as yet I
have not difcovered any wound or bruife to.
give me any reafon to fuppofe his Grace
will not do very well.”  Every countenance
brightened, and in a very fhort time he
began very flowly to recover.. 'The furgeon’s
nephew affifted his uncle in binding up the
arm, and in feeling if any bones were broke,
or out of their place; but, to the great joy
of the by-ftanders, found nothing deranged.
His Grace opened his eyes for fome feconds
before he was able to fpeak. ' Bazile, feeing
: ; him
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him fo likely to do well, went to examing |
the fragments of- the fhattered carriage :
when he returned he gave the company a
moft exaggerated account of the damage it
had fuftained ; and then afked his father if he
was in it when it was overturned >—¢ To be
fure I was, fool I’” faid de Melac.
. 1 only wifh I had been with-you inftead
of the Duke.”
~ « Would to God you had [ faid de
Melac, haftily 5 which half petrified Bazile,
who had merely wifhed, as the Duke feemed
perfeétly fenfible, to give him a proof of his
regard.  Vanval fent his nephew back to:
| Rofebrugge to a gentleman with whom he
' - was acquainted, intreating he would order a
bed to be prepared for the Duke’s reception.
The firft word he {poke was addrefled to
Mr. de Melac, whom he hoped had efcaped

- unhurt.

<< I have only met with a few {cratches,”
Jfaid the ftll anxious de Melac; <« but
‘balf an hour ago I would have com-

% pounded
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pounded for the lofs of a limb. to have en-
joyed the heart-felt fatisfaction the found of
your voices gives me. How do you feel
yourfelf ”’ :

« Rather unwell; but [ Ihgll be better
by and by.”

Vanval would not allow much talking,
had the Duke lifted into the.coach, which
was very near, and proceeded flowly back to
Rofebrugge. He was foon in bed, and the
furgeon, having done every thing that was
neceflary, infifted upon his patient be-
ing left alone for an hour or two.« ‘The
travellers, thercfore, affembled in a par-
lour; and Mr. de Melac gave an account
of the accident, dcclaring be would never
travel with that kind of mufic again. Every
one prefent rejoiced they efcaped with their
lives from fuch a dreadful adventure. - They
learnt that fome of the horfes had fallen into
the ditch, but without any material hurt 3
and the beys efcaped by throwing themfelves.

IR : off
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was the dupe of your hypocrifjr: my father
only withed youbad been with him inftead
of the Duke, becaufe, as you are much
finaller, and infinitely lighter than him, you
might not have been fo material a fuflerer by
the 6v‘erti1rn.‘ Bazile, ever incorrigible, was
_highly offended at the liberties, as he termed
“it, Clemence took with him, and fulked the
greateft part of their way home. “The mo-
ment they reached Dunkirk, Vanval went in
fearch of Bertrand—told him what had hap-
: pened—-what he had done—and gave his
opinion of the i mjufy his Grace had received..
~ Bertrand was ha.ppy to think it was no worfc,
when he refleCted upon what might have
been the confequence of fuch an accident,
taking one of the Duke’s horfes, then reached
- Rofebrugge before dark.

The Duke was very happy to fee him,
and de Melac was ftill more {o ; though he no
longer thought his friend in danger, ftill he
would have been ferioufly uneafy, had he
not had a furgeon in the houfe during the

: night ;
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dage upon his arm. Satisfied now there was -
no {erious dadg’er, his fears began to {ubfide,
and, he faid the fight of blood often proved
too much for fome people’s {pirits: the
Duke would not fuffer him to touch
him till he had feen what was the matter
_with de Melac. RBertrand therefore raifed
him as well .as he was able, and affured the
Duke he had only fainted, and would very
foon come to himfelf : and fince he would not
allow bim to bind up his arm, begged him to
' lay his finger ou the orifice till he recovered
Mr. de Melac. The Duke replaced the ban=
dage himlelf; and was ferioufly angry%b think
he had alarmed them both for fo flight 2
caufe ; faid he had'grown very fick and faint,
¢ without being aware of what had occafioned |
it;and the inftant the blood ftopped, he
would have got out of bed to affift Bertrand,
ifhiscarneft remmonfirances and affurances that
de Melac would do very well, had not pre~
vented him ; and ina few minutes the latter
opened his eyes, and looked wildly round
hsm He was fill femng upon the ﬂoor, agd
by
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« the means of doing mankind in general a
very eflential fervice !

The Duke exprefled his gratitude for the
lively intereft he had demonf’cratcd and
having taken fomething to raife his fpirits,
at his and the furgeon’s requeft, tried once
more to find repofe, while' they returned to
their old quarters. De Melac’s vifible anxiety
for the Duke’s fafety had ftruck Bertrand
very forcibly before his late fit; he did not
like to exprefs his aftonithment at his being
thusinterefted, and even affeted fora perfon

| be was almoft a ftranger to; merely gave a
i few hints, which de Melac perfectly under- ]
" food, and in reply faid, there was no ac-
counting for one’s feelings at times: his
{pirits had been greatly agitated during the
courfe of the morning ; and when once really
|| terfied, as he had before told him, he nei- |
- ther knew, much I¢fs could give, any fen- |
' fiblc reafon for what he cither faid or did.
’. Though the Duke had pl:o.nlfed to try
- to fleep, and really found humfelf {o in-
- clined from lofs of blood, he could not help
ey olving in his mind the various occurrences
YOL. 1I. D : ' of
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refemblance between them; yet he faw no
pollibility of their being any way related,
Still de Melac talked very ambiguoutdly, and
feemed acqu: unted with many of his friends ;
and it now {truck hlm though the idea had
never catered his head before, that the bare
mention of his relationthip to the Marfhal
de St. Firmin had occafioned the firft
ftrange illnefs de Melac had been feized with
in his prelence.  When he {irffl became ag-
quainted with him, he faid Le enjoyed an
excellent ftate of health ; thefe fudden com-
. plaints were therefore not habitual, mor pro=
| bably occafioned by the change of climate ;
| his conftitution feemed very good, and was
. certainly not impaired by any youthful ex-
cefls, as he had given pretty good proofs of
| bis flrength that very morning. - Thefe va-
rious reflections led him into a train of others,
and macle him come to a wfoh.txon, to fatisfy
the anxious doubts they had given rife to,
th.c very next day. Having made this deter-
{ mination, he compofed- himfelf to reft, and
i ﬂegt very found till eight o’clock the next

E 3 P2 morning,

T
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morning, when he found himfelf much
refrethed, and infinitely better. :

De Melac, all impﬁticncé for his waking,
had feveral times been near enough the bed
to hear him breath, as the loofening of the
bandage Ieft a dread upon his mind nothing
{hort of fuch conviction could eradicate ; and
no fooner_did he hear him ftir, than he was
at the bed fide.

The Duke afked who it was? and in=
flantly put out his hand ; < How are you,n
my dear friend? have you been in bed?
you know you almoft promifed to oblige me |
in that refpect when we laft paited; I am |
fure you wanted repofe as much, or even|
more, than T did.” |
* ¢ Had I found myfelf at all inclined to
fleep, your Grace, I fhould certainly have,|
latn down ; but you have doubtlefs heard the |
old Italian proverb, and have very probably |
experienced, that -

< Lffere in letto et rion dormire,’ |
1s one of the moft tirefome things in the
world :
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world: but how do you really find yourlelf
- his morning?

“ Why I won’t fay quite well for fear you
fhould not give me mmplicit credit, but {o
much better that I could get up with plea-
fure ; T'have had a very long fleep, and have
really got rid of all my compluints.”

“1ambappy to find youin fuch fpirits, but .
muft entreat you would not think of rifing.”

Bertrand feconded the motion ;- then,
having felt his patient’s pulfe, agreed there
was no fever, but he muft keep his bed ano-
ther day.

“We fhall fee how that will be by and
by, faid the Duke ; and I will oblige you
fofar as to eat my breakfaft before I get

np'u

Orders were given in confequence, and
| three took that meal together ; after
[Phich the furgeon examined a cut the Duke
f_.'d received upon his right temple from a
ece’of glafs, and affured him in a month it
ould not be perceptible.

D 3 «“Tam
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« T am x{cfy happy tohear it,” faid: the
Duke fiiling ; “ {uch a fear would not be
very honourable, nor. might not prepofiefs

- Madame de Moncove in my favour.”
. Brmance at that moment. coming acrofs
his mind, he mentioned the remark (he had
made concerning his refemblance to Mr. de
Melac, who coloured very much, and {eemed
“at a lofs what to fay ;. the Duke, perceiving
the cffect it had upon this amiable mas, was
* frrengthened in the refolution he had formed
before he went to fleep; therefore, without
any. farther preface, thus began—¢ I won’t
write to Madame de St, Piene till I return
to Dunkirk ; fhe does not know what flay |
1 intended to make at Ypres, therefore will.
- not expec to hear from me before Friday ot |
‘Saturday ; and was I to mention my acci-
dent, or that it has confined me at Rex-
‘brugge, I dare fay the would fet out imme: ‘
_diately ;- for T know fhe would Jfancy me
“much worle than I really am, and that m{
_ct:vﬂ'igemus had prefided over this journey;
indecd I am almoft tempted to think fo my=
: felfy
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familiar with the unfortunate events his
Grace alluded to, was almoft as anxious' to
fee what effic@ the recital would. produce
upon the Receiver General ; he therefore
feated himfelf where he could watch every |
turn of his countenance ; and the Duke be-
gan as follows.—

CHAP. IIL

« My mother, whofe excellent qualities I
fhall not now expatiate on, was theonly daugh-
ter of the Marechal de St. Firmin : fhe was

" educated at the abbey of Conflans, and at

- feventeen left that retreat to accompany the

young Duke de St. Pien¢ to the altar:

my father I never faw, but was carly taught
to



AND ERMANCE. 57

to revere his memory, and may fay it has
ever given me the greateft pleafure to be
told, as I grew up, how much I, in every
refpet refembled him ; having been early
accuftomed to believe he had not his equal,
at leaft in my mother’sand grandfather’s eyes.
Yet I cannot prefume to accufe them of par-
tiality, for no man was more untverf{ally
refpected and beloved ; the tears his lofs coft
my mother are irrefragable proofs of his
worth. During feven months they lived in
a flate of the moft perfet conjugal felicity.
The Dowager Duchefs de St. Piene was,
nay is, {till living ; but wasat that time too
much a woman of the world to be fenfible of
theblefling whichhad fallen toher fhare. Since
his marriage, but particularly o about the
period I mentioned, my father was exceflively
difturbed by the unbearable infolence of his
fteward, an elderly man,. infinitely more
feared than beloved among his houfehold ;
fll, his integrity was looked upon by the
Duke as indilputable, as he had lived in the
-famﬂ) before he was born; his infolence
: 3 really
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refolved; even the folicitations ‘of his mother,
were {he ftill inclined to fupport him, fhould
not -prevent his difmiffion. - Joinville was
rather fhiuck "by my father’s “refolute
manner, and feemed to have gone greater
lengths than he intended ; yet, unwilling to
retra@, and confcious of his power, he
« laughed contemptuouﬂy and told my father
ot to be too {ccure, left the found himfelf
involved in his difgrace. The Duke, ftill
more provoked, threatened if he did not in
ftantly obey him, he would chaftife bmm for
his infolence, old as he was. _]omwll by
no’ means intimidated, merely faid; Do
“your worfl, young fellow ! you are in my
power; and no more whom you {uppofe
vourielf ‘to bc, thanI am‘ you are no; 3
mg round as h(_ conclud d as if fcfarﬁ]l of
being overheard, though he had faid this
“almoft in a whifper ;— Aftoniflied, {‘tagfreféé
- and hardly believing he had underftood the -
vile wretch, . my fathu, for (ovne (econdq
rcm11ned motxonlcfs till- Jmnv ile :eygatc(l
- FeE g his
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his words, adding, in a ftill lower tone,
« Not to keep you in ufelefs fufpence, young
man—know you are my fon—judge there-
fore how little right you have to exert the
obedience of your fathens ai d if ever you for-
get yourfelf as you bave done to day, 1 will
difclofe this fecret, which has lain very heavy
upon my mind for fome years, to the whole
world, and reduce yoﬁ by onc word to a
level with myfclt !
.
i = Nourfeeling heart, my dear de Me_]ac,“
- faid the Duke, affc¢ted by the painful recol-
_le&ion,  may cnable you to judge what
";‘my'?a,iher feit at fuch a moment; he had not
“been married ten months, andhis wife, whom
| he now adored, expeted daily tolie in. For
E {fome minuteshismind wasachaos ; inftantan-
niLilation would have appeared a bleffing ! 1
merely repeat his own confeffion to my grand-
father ; but a little time brought him to his
fénfes; and recollelion induced him to doubt
the truth of the old wretch’s affertions : he
ccmmuhitated his thoughts to the vile de
Joinvil!c, {wearing if he did not prove 'bc}'cnd
a doubt
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2 doubt what he had chofe to advance, he -
fhould have reafon to repent having dared to
utter, as long as he lived, a falfchood of fo
deep a dye ! .

-

« With the moft confummate hypocrify
the old fellow now aftecred to pity my father,
and aflured him he attributed bis doubts
and laft threats to the agitation of his mind

_upon fuch a difcovery 5 < but it is no longer
my intention to keep you in the dark ref-
peting your real origin, my fon.’—My father
fhuddered at the appellation, and the villain
thus procceded :—¢ nor of the reafons which
induced me to connive at the deception the
Duchefs Dowager de St. Piene, your fup-
pofed mother, chofe to put upen her huf-
band’s family : you are my fon by an opera

': dancer, for T never was married ; and were

‘born on the fame day with the young Mar-,

- quis de Franval, whom you haye for fuch a

mumber ot years reprefented. 'The late

. Duke de st. Piene died before his fon was

; ﬁX months old; frong convulfions in cut-

tmg
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. ting Lis teeth, carned off his fon a few days
afterwards ; and to make fhort of iy ftory,
to fecure {he_property to the Duchels Dow-
ager, you were by her deﬁrc‘fubﬁituted in
his place, and have {rém that moment been
brought up, and looked upon as the young
Duke :—you now know how much youare in
my power ; yet you.muft fuppofe T haves
your intereft very much at heart, and you
amay depend upon my diferetion: if you
chuft to promife to be wholly guided by ‘'me
in future, I will henceforward treat you with
+ therefpect that would be due to the perfon
you r&prefent

% Every doubt was now eradlcated from |
_my ill-fated father’s mind ;_he had liftened in |
hlence to the horrid tale ,,and in addmon to
fns other misfortunes found, as he fuppofed
he owed his exiftence to a moft abandoned=
F v:llam and a common proftitutc : as he'did |
not make the wretch any anfwer, when he
. ceafed {peaking he left him, faying, s You
will not want much time for reflection, I{
fhould fuppofe, young man s ~—remember

your {
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lie without fide the bed; and then as
fuddenly checking himfelf, upon perceiving
the Duke’s vifible aftonithiment; ¢ upon
n.y word I beg your pardon—the intereft
I take, in all that concerns you, makes me
firangely forget myfelf ;—but I thought—I
underftood—I hardly know what I meant to
{ay :—pray proceed, your Grace, and excufe
an interruption, the mere refult of feelings I
never was le(s mafter of.’

Every reflection the Duke had made over
night, now recurred to him ftill more for-
cibly ; he prefled de Melac’s hand, while he

' faid, ¢ toapologize for the vifible intereft
-you take in my forrowful tale, is furely very
unneceffary. My good friend, Imay have
been too fevere in my cenfures of Madame de
St. Pienc, for the merely confirmed what fhe
believed 1n her own confcience to be true ;—

fheacknowledged that foon after her hufband’s
death, Joinville, who then fuperintended the
bringing up’of her fon, who was nurfed at a
village near Paris for the benefit of the air,
n
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in a fmall houfe taken for that purpofe,
arrived at her hotel late .in the morn-
ing, and requefted an immediate private au-
dience—that then without any circumlo-
cution, he informed her of her fon’s death,
and pointed out in the ftrongeft colours
what a {ufferer the would be in point of for-
tune by this event, Very much attached to
the gay world, the lofs of the fplendid in-
come fhe muft bhave enjoyed, at leaft for
many years, had her fon lived, flung her into
the moft violenf paroxyfms of grief. Joina
ville, taking advantage of her weaknefs, ven-
tured to propole fubftituting his own fon in
the place of the young Duke. = She liftened
with guilty eagernefs to the bafe propofal,
and gave the wretch fuch encouragement to
execute his vile plan, that he ventured to
fay be had already done the decd, merely
through his with to ferve her—that he would
be an{werable for the nurfe’'s direétions;
and the young Duke’s illnefs had been con-
cealed from the other maid fervant, who had
been difmified the day he died. He then re-
prefented
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prefented all the advantages likely to acrue
~to her from this.deception : fhe would always
have the young man in her power, and
might make Ler own terms with him when
heattained to years of difcretion. Thus the
unfortunate woman faid fhe had been led on
' to connive at his iniquity ; yet appealed to
miy father if fhe had ever taken an unfair
advantage of his fituation, but vented her
. indignation in the ftrongeft terms againft her
accomplice, for daring to reveal their joint
fecret without her permiffion, and affured
'my father he had nothing to fear from his
indiferetion, as fuch a difcovery muft prove
his own ruin; nay, were the late Duke de
St. Piene’s relations fo inclined, would bring’
hu:n to the fcaffold ; therefore all now to be
dtmfl#was, to refer him tota.lly to her; the
would make it worth his while to retire
quictly upon a handfom ‘annuity, and thus
the whole matter might 1 . huthed tip. My
father heard all fhe had to fay, and when fhe.
cealed fpeaking, told her fhe fhould very
foon know his determination. The. advice

- fhe
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{he had given him :feemed to her {o reafon-
able, that fhe had not a doubt of his con-~
fonﬁing to her withes. Nothing was, how-
even; further from my father’s thoughts'; he
Lad détermined before he faw her, if fhe
confirmed “her accomplice’s ftory, inftantly
to relinquifh a title and eftate he withheld fo
unjuftly from its lawful owners. = The paft,
it-was not in his power to recall ; and it was
true, by this means he fhould expofe his
father ; but he was punithing a villain,-and
doing an act of juftice in the eyes of heaven.
As for Madamelide St. Piene, whom he de-
{pifed ftill more than the vile Joinville, be-
caufe.the was not even adtuated by fuch (if
any there ‘could be for fuch a deception)
‘excufable motives ; fhe muft fhereforc@bidc
by the confequences of her own iniquity.
It was now in his power to clear himf{elf to
‘his own fatisfaction : no one could blame
him for- the pafl, and the future depended
. upon himfelf. = Fortified by the innatein-
tegrity of his own dilpofition in his firft de-
termination, be fet out for the Marechal de
e Ste

.
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St. Firmin’s ; his altered countenance and
vifible agitation announced the importance
of his errand before he fpoke ; and a very
few words fufficed to. difclofe the horrid
fecret. Fortunately, few were greater flaves
to etiquette, or more zealoufly confcious of
the honour of their family, than the Mara
quis: to learn therefore that he had be-
ftowed the heirefs of one of the moft noble
and moft ancient houfes in France, upon the
bafe-born fon of a hireling domeftic, and an
abandoned woman, did not difpofe the
haughty Marechal to treat @y father’s noble
confeffion, as fuch generous franknefs de-
ferved. Every virtue he had been the firft
to acknowledge in the Duke de St. Piene,
vanifhed the moment he became acquainted
E*with the lownefs of his origin; he remem-
" bered he had always been too free with his
inferiors ; and every ation that had before
excited praife, now {feemed more deferving of
cenfure. Afterafhort paufe; in a tone, which
all thofe who were beft acquainted with the
Marechal de St. Firmin, muft have known

him at times afflume.”
The
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- The Duke here fixed his piercingeyes upon

de Melac while he faid this, withing to dif~
cover whether he had been perfonally ac-
quainted with the Marechal. The Receiver
General changed bis polture to avoid his
earneft gaze, and the Duke, unwilling to
diftre(s him, withdrew his eyes, and thus
proceeded :—

« Few people could treat their inferiors,
whenthey chofe it with more kaw/eur than
the Marechal ; fore, turning to my un-
happy father, whoie man]} fortitude upon
- this trying occafion he has fince extolied with
the admiration it deferved, thus addreied
him—* You have done very right young
map, fill you have done fio moie than any
other honeft man would have done in a
: fimilar fituation : but the honour of my

houfe is dearer to ‘me even than life! I
have been grofsly deceived by a*moft un-
 principled  woman ! for I don't mean to
blame  you; indeed you will be a ftill
greater fufferer by her iniquity ; for- you
“ muft




70 o PALMIRA

muft fuppofe 1 cannot permit you to re-
tain the title of my fon-in-law ; fuch a de-_
ception will enable me to procure:a diffo-
lution of your marriage.’ :

<« The Marcchal paufed a moment, to fee
what effeét his decifion would have upon my
father, who had forefeen what would be his
determination, therefore wis. in fome mea-
fure prepared for this fpeech. As he made
no anfwer, the Marechal went on : :

- < For the prefent, in confideration of her
fituation, I (hould not chufe my daughter
thould be made acquainted with the extent
‘of her misfortunes ; indeed I mean, if pof-

fible, to prevent §éur origin from being ge-
¢ nerally known, for the fake of her child:; not
that T mean it fhould ever inherit the ho-
nours you have hitherto borne; but I will
fend for the next hear fo the title and ef=
tates, your fuppofed uncle, he is a very good
kind of man, and it is pa'opcr he thonld be
confulted immediately upon a matter {0

nearly
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De Melac once more changed his pofture,
and got \rather more behind the curtain,
while his Grace, who watched every move-
ment, thinking it mightappear odd to him
he fhould be able toenterinto fuch minute
details, faid, ¢ T haveheard this part” of
my father’s ftory fo often repeated by the
I arechal, and was always o much interefted
in’ the reaital, I have almoft got it by

Fhemt.?

s My father replicd to the Marechal’s laft
fpeech, that as he had voluntarily put him-
felf in his power, he muft.fuppole he meant
in every refpet to conform to his wifhes;
only hoped ke would endeavour, as much
as poffible to foften the afflictions of a wo-
man he muft ever love; he fhould have
looked upon his own misfortunes as tritling,
had {henot been involved in them. A:for the
child fhe expeted hourly tobe delivered of,’
no one was more capable of fuperintending
its education than herfelf, if fhe furvived

1E8%
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Dowager Duchefs’s apartment the moment
my father left her, ‘and very feverely re-
proached for his 1mprudcncc and, 1n many
refpects, breach of faith, He had already
repented having gone fuch lengths, and had
agreed, by way of making his peace with his
now enraged accomplice, to retire to a {mall
feat fhe had in Languedoc upona hand-
fome annuity. With thele agreeable tid-
ings (he meant to greet my father upon his
return home, hayinglearned he was gone out
on foot, without leaving word where.

<« The Marechal no fooner obtained the
order, than he fent a fmall party of the Mare-
chauflée to put it into execution, and gave
them inftructions how to act. One of them,
purpofd) drefl* en bourgeois, was dilpatched to
the hot:l de St. Piene, which is in the fauxa
bourg St. Henoré, and was to afk for Mr.
Joinville, and to tell the old wretch, he came
from a genileman who wifhed to {peak withy
him upon bufinefs of the utmoft importance,
* Like a citizen.
and
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and was waiting for him at ' an obfcure
coffee-houfe upon the Boulevands du Tem-
ple; whither he was to conduét him. As the
Marechal prefumed he might enquire what
fort of a perfon this gentleman was, he gave
the archer an accurate defcription of my
father, particularly how he was drefled. The
man found him at home, delivered his mef=
fage, and having defcribed the perfon fup-
pofed to have fent bim, the old man haftened
away with his companion, exulting as he
went, to think his iniquitous fcheme had
fucceeded fo well ; but his triumph was of
fhort duration ; for the moment he reached
an unfrequented {pot, which had been agreed
|'upon, the other archers came up, produced
| their orders and their carabines, at the {ame
I tme affuring him he was a dead man, if he
{mide the leaft refiftance: the Marcchal o
| fearful he would be more communicative to _"
lis guards than he wifhed, was within a few
paces when he was {cized, immediately came
up, ordered him to be inftantly gaggca‘ and
tonveyed with all fpeed to the caftlc of Vm-
B2 cennis. _

|
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le would have chofen for a confident upon
this occafion; nor indeed did fhe at all
dread his difclofing a fecret it was {0 much
his intereft to keep.

“She was, however, very foon undeceived,
as the Marechal entered upon the bufinefs
that had brought him, without much cere-
mony ; nor was he-at all {paring in the ret

i proaches her duplicity certainly *deferved.
Afhamed and mortified beyond defcription,
the Dowager could frame no excufes likely
to juftify her condu&t infthe Marechal’s
eyes s and voluntarily. effered to expiate the
criminal fraud fhe had connived at, by any

' penance he might chuie to impofe upon her;
either public or private. The Marcchal
feized this favourable moment to make hen
abfolutely fubfervient to his will : taking-up
a fmall crucifix which ftoed in the room, he
fwore in the moft {olemn manner, if ever fhe
fuffered the lecret her vile accomplice had
Jukt difclofed, to pafs her lips, he would: the
‘moment it came to ‘his ears, have her con-

fined
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nioﬁ contrite terms, declared fhe had fre-
quently repented laving acted fo bule a
part, and did not believe the-fhould kave
been allowed to quit this world with {o 1m-
portant a fecret upon her mind; and con-
cluded by falling upon her Kknees, and
fiwearing upon the crucifix to conform in
every refpect to the Marechal’s will.

¢ Then remember, madam,” faid the

" haughty Peer, ¢ you are never to difclofe
the fecret of your fuppofed fon’s birth ; and
are to mourn with every outward femblance
of material grief for his fuppofed death,
which you will foon learn :—you are never to
make, or caufe any enquiries to be made, as
to what is really become of either him or
your partner in iniquity, who ought, was J to
a& up to the rigour of the law, to perith

| upon a {caffold ! You will confirm the ftory
| Tmean now to tell my daughter, that her
hufband is gone into the country upon bufi-
nefs of mine: fhe will in a very fhort time

i return to my hotel, and you will deliver this
I up
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fined for life in one of the firiétefl convents
France afforded : as for her confidential
{teward, his punifhment in this world was
already began ; and you muft know, Ma-
~ dame, your rank would be of little avail in
fuch a cafe; indeed crimes like your’s: are
ever difcovered, fooner or later. = My father,
though fallen a martyr to her duplicity, had
" not told the Marechal of the wifh fhe Lad
exprefled, ftill to keep his real birth a fecret 3
he only faid, fhe had not been able to deny
the truth of the fteward’s affertions. ’

' % To be merely ordered to keep a fecrets,
the difclofure of which muft totally blaft her
own fame, was fv eafy a tafk, the Dowager
hardly credited the evidence of her ears;
having expected nothing lefs than being
forced immediately to retire into fome cons
vent ; and ten minutes before would have
] thought being allowed the choice of her re-
trEﬂ.t a very great lenity ; but {till dread-
. ing ‘the Marechal had fome punifbment in
referve for her, the confefled her guilt in the
moft
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fatisﬁed to think he now had both her and
Joinville fo completely in his power, took
his leave of her, and proceeded to his daugh-
ter’s apartments s, ‘thele apartments were in
one of the wings of the houfe, and overlook-
ed the garden and pleafure grounds, fhe
had therefore not heard her father’s carriage
drivc into the court, nor did the know he
was in the houfe till he entered her drefling--
room.””

De Melac inftantly raifed his head, which
was leaning upon his hand, and fcemed al-
molt afraid to breathe left he thould lofe a
wotd. The Duke made a momentary paufec,
then thus refamed. < Few people were more‘_“'
tompletely mafters of the icience of diffimu-

| btion, notwithftending what he had faid to
Madame de St. Piene, than my grandfather.
He enquired as ul fual after my mother’s
Bealth, told her he was come to. intreat hcr
pardon for having fent her hufband a little
wa.y into the country upon fomie bufinefs of
xmportance he happened to be with me
whenu
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avhen I received a letter which lcqulred‘
cither mine or fome confidential friend’s at-
tendance at the Chateau de St. Firmin ; he
offered his fervices, and as the bufinefs he
went upon admitted no delay, T hurried him'
off in my poft chaife, without allowing himf
to return home, promifing to wait upon you
and his mother with his adiex : he won’t be'
abfent more than three days at fartheft.” My
._moth'er, perfettly deceived by his manner
and affurances, {feemed happy my father had
‘been able to fpare the Marechal a fatiguing
JOUI‘HCY, and prefuming, from what lie had
{aid, the buﬁuefs was rather of a feeret na-
ture, afked no’ quc{hons ; indeed few of het
fex arc fo free from curiofity.  After a (hort
vifit, my grandfather took his leave, and
haftened home; the Marquis de St. Her-
mine was waiting his return, and foon made
- acquainted with. the reafons that had in-
duced my grandfather to fend for him, and
bhow he had afed in confcquence of- this
firange difcovery. The Marquis was ex’
: txemely furprifed, and not near fo much
pleafcd
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pleafed as my gra ndfather fuppofed he would
have been; for he had long been very
much attached to his fuppofed nephew, and
could not forbear lamenting his hard fate,
though he faw the neceflity of now taking
poffefion of what fo jultly belonged to him.
TheMarquis is a very good man, but not
diftinguithed by any fhining talents;” he
therefore referred every thing to the Mare-
chal, who faid they muft, in the courfe of a
few days, propagate a report of my father’s’
having been killed in a duel : after which he
would difcover a flaw in his daughter’s
marriage {ettlement, that would oblige him
inhonour to reftore her hufband’s eftates and
title to the Margquis for his life ; and if they
fubferibed to this arrangement, what could
the world have to fay ?—they might wonder,
! but as they would never be trufted further
| with the real myftery, that would be of
| little confequence : and if .the child, of
which my mother was then pregnant,
proved a female, the muft be provided faor,
g and bear the name de St Piene: if a boy,
the Marquis muft lca\c him his title and ef-
i & : tates

&
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effive countenance, the Marechal has
on fold, convinced him he gave very little.
credit to his laft affertion ; and he protefted -
he bLufhed to think how grofsly he was en-
dcavoqr.mg to deceive him; he therefore .
h,a{tcncdvto tell. him, both the Marquis.
rand himfelf thouglht it ablolutely neceffary
he fhould immediately leave the kingdom,
|-under the name he was entitled to bear, or
any other he mfght chufe to affume, but
muft never -attempt to fee his wife a.ga_.ihu
The Marquis added, that if he chofe to com-
ply with their joint defire, he would, in the
courfe of a féw ‘hours, prefent him with a
hundred thoufard crowns,* to enable him to
{ettle comfortably 1n any part of the globe ;
but. it ke refufed to comply, he muft not
“wonder if they had recourfe, much as they
| were averfe to the idea, to more rigorous
meafures.  They intended to. give out
among their friends, to account for his being

1 Four thoufand pound fterling.

mifling,.
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mifling, that he was confined for fome ﬂ‘%
offence. ) B

¢ 8ince he wasnolonger to.enjoy t
ciety of the woman he fo ardently:
my father faid all countries were
him. He wouldhave refufed the Marquis’s
offers had it not brought tears into the good
‘man’s cyes. It was therefore fcttled he
fhould be immediately put if poflcffion of
the before-mentioned {fums he then afked
the Marechal how he had left his beloved
daughter, whom he no l'finger dared call by a
more tender name-? P

<The Marcchal was thoughtful, and before
he made any reply to his queftion, had re-
{olved upon a plan he thought would ex-
attly fuit his purpofe. *1Idon’t with to
add to your afflitions; try to reconcile
yourfelf tg?your fate. You won’t be very
badly off €vith what the Marquis, or rather
the Duke, intends to do for you.’

e

My



AND ERMANCE. 87

] Tyfa.therknew hehad noalternative but
y conform to their will, or end his days in a
Hgeon. As he had but little indulgence
to e\ &, he declared he was ready to fet out

Marcchals approbation, the next afternoon
would.  beffoon enough. = The Marquis
could not igftantly furnifh him~ with the
money, they %therefore proceeded privately -
to the M”I‘ql,uf% hotel, as it had been agreed
my father fhould pafs the night there. They
were kind enough to allow him to fit down
to [upper with thc‘[ﬁ, though he had re-
peatedly begged leave?ato decline the ho-
nour ; and 1t may be fuppofed was  very
little inclined to eat.  In‘the midft of their
meal the Marechal was In(’ﬂ:y called out of
the room ; he affeéted furprife fo well, my
Afather was completely his dupe this time.
He returned to them in the courfe of a few
minutes, withed the Marquis a g@gd night,
faying indifpenfible bufinefs, that"muﬁ be
attended ‘to, called him away. Th@‘;l\’lar—
quxs feemed aftonifhed, but being rcaﬂy@,low
{pinted,
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'-iffurpn e me, noradd to my forrow Mar-
5 qm< 1 know how much fhe loved me,.and
hew much fhe would have deglored my un-
fortunate deftiny |-—Pray fpeak out ‘vlarquls,
I am prepared for the worft I

ﬂ!‘ 1 commend your fortxtude, and with the
Marechal bore his lofs with half your refig-
nation : his daughter was taken in labdur
foon after he left her; was delivered of a -
fon about two hours after he was fent for,
and expired in a few minutes, and her child
did not furvive her many hours,” = = .

« The hero, for fuch both my mother,
grandfather, and myfelf have ever deemed
- my father, imagined- he was prepared even
for this dreadful confirmation of his expec=
tations, but the man {unk under fo fevere a
trial; he fell fenfelefs on the ground, as the
Marquis concluded his horrid tale.”’ ¢ Be- -
licve me, I can, even now, hardly forgive
either the Marechal or my uncle for thus
wantonly, [ may fay, playing upon the feel-'
ings of {o good a man; and at fuch a mo-
: . ment
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- ment when his heart muft have been already
almoft broken ! it was down right cruelty,
and fo I have often told them both.” But
the Marquis declared If my father had not
{peedily recovered, and had not appeared in
‘a very fhort time petfectly refigned, he thould
have acknowledged the whole was a fiction,
and that his wife was fhll in ignorance, and
ever meant to be kept {o, of his birth, and
intended exile: yet, perhaps all was intend-
ed for the beft, and this horrid tale might
reconcile my father to the thoughts of leay-
ing France. He affured the Marquis it did
in 2 great meafure, and again declared him-
felt ready to fet off, and afked if he was firft
to fee the Marechal 2 No ; the Marquis faid
it would only be renewing their grief, pre-
fented my father with the money he had
promifed him, procured him a change of
drefs, and a {mall ftock of linen, and every
other neceffary the fhortnefs of the time
would allow, and in the dufk of the even-
ing faw him enter a cabriolet, attended by
an exempt of the police under the difguifc of
3 a



AND -ERMANCE. : 91

a fervant.  This was a precaution my‘gran‘d'-

father had thought neceffary in cafe my fa-
ther did not chufe at laft to quit the king-
dom ; and if he proved refractory when they
reached Nantes, the poft my father had
fixed upon, the exempt wis to make himfelf
known to the commandant and have him
detained till my grandfather’s further plea-
fure could be known.

“How often hasthe Marechal blamed him-
felf for this precaution, and for venturing to
doubt my father’s honour, who never ftopped
except for a few minutes to take a little ne-
ceffary refrefhment, till he reached Nantes ;
and immediately made enquiries what veflels
were upon the point of failing ; one bound
forSt. Domingo was expetted to fail with the
fieft fair wind, and my father inftantly
agreed with the Captain for his paffage; em-
barked within an hour after he reached -
Nantes, and {niled that very evening with a-
very fair wind. Such was the news the
exempt brought my. grandfather: it is very :

A certain
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~ declared, as foon as her daughter in law was
recovered fiom her lying-in, her intentton of
retiring into a convent ; but my mother,
like her unfortumate hufband, had nearly
fallen a facrifice to my grandfather’s plan to
deceive her and the world ; for fix months
fhe was almoft deprived of reafon s—the,
thou’gh& of me alone attached her to life; |
and my prandfather, compleatly foftened by
her (ufferings, has repeatedly declared, had
he thought this unfortunate couple were {o
fincerely attached to each other, he would
never have feparated them; and I became
almoft his idol; and I muft do him the juf~
tice to fay he did all in his power to confole
my mother, and make me amends for the
Jofs I had fuftained through his miftaken
notions of honour. Agsf{oon as my mother
was capable of being removed, fhe was cfta-
blifhed in the Hotel de St. Firmin, and the
Marquis' put in pofleffion of the title of
St. Piene and the annexed eftates; and 1
bore the fecond title of the St. Firmin’s fa-
mily. The lofs of her hufband’s fortune
did
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did not give my mother a moment’s concern ;
fhe knew I thould be fufficiently rich when
my grandfather died ; and her own wants
were circumicribed indeed | and the Mare-
chal fettled half his revenue upon heér imme-
diately. I have already told you fhe fuper-
intended my education, and how fhe fulfilled
every maternal duty. Nothing material
occurred tiil I'had reached my twelfth year :
my mother and myfelf, with my governor,
and a {mall {uite of domeftics, had for fome
yeats occupied a {mall houfe within a league
of Paris : the beft mafters the, capital afford-
ed attended me daily ; and as we had an
cicellent and extenfive garden, fhe thought
this retreat conducive both to my health and
| iImprovement : her amiable firft friend Ma-
am¢ de Neufpont and my grandfather
were our fole vifitors.

“About the period I mention, one evemng
i the month of June, T was reading to my
mother in a {mall pavillion at the end of our
garden;_ when we faw my grandfather enter
L/ : 7
. A
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“your fuﬁ'ermgs s—I who deprived you of,
oneofthc beit of hufbands: no, France never-

produced his equal in any refpect :—I de-
prived you, my darling Adolphus, of a father
your every look and aétion conftantly re-
minds me of 3 and you have many tumes,
my child, finote me very unintentionally for
my cruelty, nay, barbarity towards that
peft and moft injured man: Then, to our
fill ftreater confternation, though both my
mother and I were. half petrified, he {unk
upon his knees, and with a fervour which will
never be obliterated from my memory any
| more than the expreflion of his countenance,

| at that awful moment, with uplifted hands

_and eyes, preferred the following prayer to
the thronc of mercy :— Almighty God !
grant me but life to repair my criminal er-
10555 and the reft of my days (hall be de-
vated to penitence, and the fervice of the
‘poor.’  With our joint affiffance, though
ur agitation now almoft equalled his own,
fas till this moment my mother aad myfelf
ﬁrmly believed my father had been killed as

- VoL, 11, ® reported,

.3
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reported) he rofe and refumed his feat, re-
mained filent for a few feconds, then ex.
‘claimed, < but that wicked, deceitful woman,
 Madame de St. Piene, has even more to
anfwer for than myfelf.” My mother had
too early learnt the hard tafk of bearing for-
" row with fome degree of equanimity to be
" totally deprived of her prefence of mind;
the therefore, with a calmnefs fhe could
affume, and to difguife feelings which were
" never more painful, intreated the Marechalto |
explain himfelf. ¢ I'have already told you,
my child, it was I, hurried on by the moft
~ miftaken zeal, ¢ who deprived you of the
 man you fo tenderly loved,"and whofe lofs |
you have never ceafed to deplore :—had |
~acted with any degree of prudence, I might |
have [pared us all years of forrow ; but, my
Helefene, I have ftill hopes—and fill flatter |
myfelf, 1 may be able to repair the wrong
~ 1 have done you both.’
¢ Can it be pofiible, my dear father,
" faid my now almoft enraptured mother,
< that
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¢ that my long regrettcd hufband fill hvesP
.——Oh | why was L thus crueclly deceived—
. relieve my anxiety—explain. yourfelf, my
dear'Sir—conceive what my feelings are.’

_ « My grandfather, firuck with her earneft--
nefs, by way of giving eafe to her burfling
heart; aflured her in thé firongeft terms it
was very pofiible, nay more than probable,
the would again be blefled with her hufband’s
prelence. - A violent flow of tears came to
her rel lief ; and having drank a glafs of water
+ Lhad ran to fetch, fhe once more begged the

1‘Marex.hal to proceed: he thercfore, briefly

_asipoffible, 1ccapuu1‘1tcd what 1 have already,
' though infinitely more in detail, related to

you: it would be impeffible to attempt
" glving youanidea of either my mother’s or my

own feelings during a recital which made us

-,_‘l;mth look upon my father as more than mor-

fal.  When he had brought the ftory down
| tothis period, he thus proceeded ;—¢ That
fworlt of all villains, that old Joinville, who
‘hasbeen for this laft twelve years in ftrick

ik e ¢ nfinement

3
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confinement at Vincennis, has many times,

during the fhort vifits the governor of that

caftle paid him, intreated in the mofl abje&t

terms, to be allowed to {ee me, always {wear-

ing he had a fecret of the utmoft importance:

to mine and your welfare, my child, to dif-

clofe to me. ~ The governor feldom paid any

attention to what he faid, but wearied by his

continual importunities, and thinking at all

events I 6ught to be acquainted with the

‘wretches” wifh, mentioned it to me about
two years agos; I put a decided negative

| upon the requeft, ‘thinking the old rafcal
merely wifhed to endeavour to deceive me:

" again: however, about fix wecks ago, the
Governor paid me 4 long vifit, and declared

he firmly believed the old fellow had fome

fecret of importance upon his mind, and ins

treated I would fee him, if only for ten rmb

nutes, protefting he thould think me very

much to blame if I did not comply with his

requeft © I had almoft determined to vifit the

caltle the next day, but was, as you muft

remember, taken ill with the rheumatifm

: during
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during my confinement the Governor’s re-
prefentations made a very {lrong 1mprefiion
upon my mind, and I refolved to {ee Join-
“ville as foon as I'wasable.  This very morn-
ing, the Governor fent me a note to inform
me, the wretch ~was really very ill'; and to
entreat I would not refule to comply with
the prefling intreaties he never cealed to make,
to fee me, and aflured me he did not find
the old man entertained the flightcft expec-
tations of being liberated, and really belicved
he meant to- difburthen his confcience of
fome crime I was probably not yet acquaint-
ed with.  Upon receipt of this.letter, I fet
aut for Vincennis, called upon- the Marquis
’@c St. Hermine, no longer Duke de St.
i Piene *—here my mother interrupted the
Marechal to intreat he would explain his
meaning.—¢ That your injured and long
exiled bufband, my child, whether li#ing'
or not, was the real’ Duke de St. Pienc, Y
have had :

At that time de Melac, who had been
| Particularly attentive to the latter part of

v s o
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the ftory, ftarted from his chairand haftened
out of the room, rufhed into the garden, and.
with equal fpeed towards a ﬁmll arbour |
out of fight of the windows. The Duke,
{ertoudly al&ed and agitated by a thoufand
confufed * notions, fent Bertrand after him,
who faw him as lie came in fight of the ar-

~bour juft rifing from his. knees. . Bertrand |
‘made 4 fudden ftop, but de Melac hav-

ing heard {ome one advancing, came out
to fee who it was. and haftened to meet the
1urgeon, who remarked his intelligent coun-

 ‘tenance beaming with delight. Strength- |

ened in fufpicions he had began to form;
_ Bertrand was at a lofs what to fay, till de

Melac, gusffing why he had followed him, faid,

<« My dear friend return to the Duke, who-
muft have thought me very rude, and make
the beft excufes in your power for my abrapt
exit ; place it to whatever you think pro:|
per, and affure him I am ‘all impaticnce
to hear the end of his truly intercfting; ftory. |
T will follow you immediately, my {trange,
unaccountable, unguarded {pecches “and
Ee s beha-:
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haviour I know has often aftonithed you; -
but a fhort time will, I truft, at lealt excul-
bate: me from the charge of infanity, to
which I fhould not wonder if you attributed
many of my actions. Go'in, (h'.r Bcrtxjan}l,
and affure the Duke Lam commg 7

Bc*tmnd did as he was o;dcud and found
the Duke in a reverie, revolving in his mlnd
the agitation de Melac had difplayed during
his recital ; he paid but little attention to-
the incoherent excufes the difturbed {tate o
~Bertrand’s mind had allowed him to frame,
but haftily afked him if he did not think the
Receiver General was more interefted in his
family hiftory than he chofe to acknowledge.

- Bertrand was at a lofs what to fay, and was

‘happily relieved from making any anfwer,
by the return of de Melac, who made his

. excufes for his hafty departure, for which he

- found very plaufible reafons, and feemed in

every refpect to have recovered his wonted

- almnefs and placidity, intreated fhe Duke

to proceed ﬁy,ng, I am anxious to learn
) F 4 how
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how Joinville convinced the Marechal your
father was the real Duke de St. Piene, fince
even the Dowager Duchefs was of a different
opinion.” :

mﬁead &gmn“ on " with his - ftory, the
Duke faid, taking de Melac’s band, “ Your
feelings at different times, my amiable’
- fricnd, have convinced me you were not an
abfolute ftranger to many of the events I
kave related. -'My father, T have every rea-
fon to fuppofe when he left France, went to-
the Weft Indies; there, perhaps you bes
came acquainted, for from him alone you
| could have learned any part of our ftrange
i hiftory ; he might not, perhaps, acknowledgé
bimfelf for reafons very obvious to a mind
like yours, for the hero of his tale. But
have you any reafons to fuppofe you ever
faw him ? Is it in your power to relieve the
. dreadful anxicty my mother and 1 have fo.
Tong felt upon his account ? Don’t keep me
in fulpenfe, my friend, through the miftaken

notion of preparing me for "{grceﬂ.blc tidings;
: 1 troft
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Itrﬁﬁ I inherit fpme of my noble father’s
fortitude, and am confident ‘it will not far
me when put to the teft.”

De Melac was in fome meafire prepared '
for thefe natural queftions, the mere refult of
his own agitation, which, notwithftanding
the moft painful efforts, he had found it im-
poflible to coneeal from fuch obfervers as the:
Duke and Bertrand ; he therefore faid, <« I
wi}l not pretend to deceive you s I was Do
_%gnger to fome of the anecdotes you have

youred me with ; and it is pofiible, nay
from what you have faid, very probable, I
hed my information from your father.”

Bertrand looked difappointed ;. but the
I?hke, cagerly grafping the hand he held,
faid, « Does he fill live, my friend ?* Where,,
where can I find him *~— W here—”

. Let me entreat what I have faid, which

(¥as merely founded upon canjeure, may:
B?t“fh:u.é agitate your Grace. To give you

lhopes /it may never be in my power to rea-
R4 lize,
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| lize, would be cruel beyond meafure ; but 1
" have many friends in Guadaloupe, and’
through fome’ of them I may, perhaps, be
able to trace what Is beéomebof the perfon
from whom I many years ago lcarned part
of the ftory you have been relating ;. but -
thefe fearches and inquiries - will  require
~ time, therefore difplay that fortitude you no
doubt poflcfs, and endeavour to wait with
patience the refult of my exestions to {erve
you. - In the mean while let me intreat you
would favour me with the heads of the ftew- |
ards confeffion, and what was the final reﬂt
of his laft declaration. It is rather mate-
rial I thould be able to tranfmit all the in- |
formation in my power upon this fubjeé‘t to
the friend I mean to employ upon  this lm-
portant occafion.” #

¢ Undoubtedly, my bef’c friend,” faid the
Duke; “ and we will then concert how
we ought to a&t. You don’t know what|

" a weight you have already removed from
my heart.” 4

i
5 |

Thcfe"'j
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Thefe are the heads of Joinvite’s confe,f-
fion, as near as I can 1emember

At the time of my father’s birth, he pof-
fcffed the unbounded conﬁdcncc of both the
Duke and Duchefs ; but T fhould obferve,
that by one of thefe" ftrokes of Providence
we erring mortals often allow to pafs unob-
ferved, Madame la Marechale de L’Hotel-
fain, the fifter of Madame dexSt-. Piene, and
who was of courfe prefent upon fuch an oc-

. cafion, was one of the moft fuperftitious bi-
:’ﬁttgd women perhaps ever known ; fhe had
no children, which fhe {olely ‘attributed to
fome wicked people havi ing caft a {pell upon:
her during her childhood : in fhort, to this
day fhe believes as firmly as the does in her
Geed, in witches, (orce1cr° and a huandred
'jmore abfurdities ; and by way of zxvertmg, :
- {he fuppofed, every eyil fuch beings have.
i their' power to infli& upon us poor frail
{3 mortals, fhe infifted upon marking my father,
with a key of little les efficacy, in her opi-
' 1ion, than thofe in the poffefiion of our Holy
Father:
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charge to a {mall houfe near Paris, and
_]oim'ille was placed over her as a fort of fu-
perintendant to fee fthe-did her duty, and as
he had hinted the meceflity of {fuch a precau-
tion. - The Duke and Duchefs de St.
' Piene feldom vifited their fon ; and almoft
immediately after v was entrufted to this
vilewoman and her {ftill more guilty para~
mour, they agreed to exchange the children,
as by this means they thould not only make
their fon’s but their own fortunes ; for when
be came of age, Joinville meant to make
whim. f{enfible of his power; and unfortu-
nately my grandmother’s dread of being re-
duced to her jointure only, allowed him to
deceive both her and my' father, as' I have
alteady related. "Fhe young Marquis was
placed in the hands of a hale peafant near
“where this loving couple refided, and for
fome time every thing went on as they could
- wifh.  When the young Marquis was about
fix months-old, his father, the Duke de St.
Piene died {uddenly ; and about the fame
'tsme Jeinville’s child went off in convulfions.
The plan as originally contrived by Joinville
. #4d his paramour, was thus fruftrated ; and
o
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in order to hold a fituation which was fo
agreeable to them, is was neceflary again to
re-place the young Marquis, but to keep in
ignorance the Duchefs de St. Piene.—They
therefore fent to the peafant’s for the young
child (which had paffed for their own) and
in the - fpace of two days, informed the
Anurfe*of the fudden death of the boy f{oor
after he came home.

¢« Thus was my father teinftated in his ho-
nours ; ‘the mark he bore had never given
them a moment’s uneafinefs, as they meant;y
had any enquiries been made, if their {on
had lived, to fay it was worn away, and to.
{ ‘niake“a flight cicatrice upon his fhoul-
* der, to give credit to their affertion. De-|
ceived in. all the fanguine hopes he had
formed, Joinville {et his fertile brain to work;,
and having thoroughly penctrated IMadame
de St. Piene’s difpofition, ventured to play
upon her credulity, as has been already men-
tioned. She ecagerly caught at the propo-
fal of changing the children, and was very
happy when fhe learned it was already done,

3 ' : 2 and
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and that Joinville had, he affured her, con-
trived to mark his child exaély fo like the
young Marquis, that it could not be diftin-
guithed. Now, had fhe treated fo bafe a
wretch as he deferved, he acknowledged he
would have confefled "the real truth; thus
. would fhe have faved herfelf and her fon
many years mifery. 4 &
« T think T told you mysgrandfather took
I the Marquis de St. Hermine to Vincennis,
and the weak old man was unwilling to be-
MICVC a ftory which muft neceflarily deprive
him of what was become dearer to hini than
~ Life; he therefore faid this was more likely to
be a fidtion than the firft tale : who ‘was to
“know whether my* father, who would pro-"
+ bably never more be found, and was moft
likely dead, bore the mark which could alone
ferve to convince him he was fon to the
Duke de St. Piene ? The Marechal svas by
no means of his way of thinking, as hec very
Juftly obferved, this confeffion rather added
. to Joinville’s guilt ; though my father was
not perhaps in France, he mlght be found
. Join=
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to repair the numerous crimes he had com-
mitted, faid the woman with whom he coha-
hited, and who had nurfed the young Mar-'
quis, would put the truth of what ‘he had'
advanced beyond a doubt, if the was {hill in
“heing. When he was {eized, fhe kept a
{mall kere! garric in the Rue Daupline 5 fhe
was immediately fent for, and fortunately
was ftill living in the fame houfe, and was
‘brought from thence to Vincennis,‘ and:
queftioned apart by the Marechal and Mar-
quis, told her accomplice had made his con%
feffion, and threatened her with their ven-
_ geance if the did not either confute or affirm
E:the ftory he had advanced, and it was evident.
Fthey could not have agreed upon what they"&'
mutually were to fay, and her ftory tallted iny
every refpect, even in the minuteft circum- |
ftances with the one Joinville had rclated.
‘Fhefe could no longer exift a doubt.of the!
truth ; and the Marechal as eager to recal:
a5 hie had been to banith my father, almoft
forced the Marquis to accompany him im-
' ; 5 .- mediately
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mediately to Verfailles. where the whole ad-
venture was laid before our gracious Mo-
parch, ‘who inftantly ordered my uncle to
furrender all my father’s eftates, &c. to me,
and to relinquifh the title he had borne for
the laft twelve years, and gave the Marechal
orders to caufe the ftricteft enquiries to be
made for my much injured father, and ad-
vifed him toreveal the horrid myftery to my
mother,’

¢ Thus concluded my grandfather’s ftory,
and fhocked as my mother had been during

itsrecital, the hopes fhe began to entertain
of once more feeing the man fhe had fo fer-
vently adored, made her almoft forgive the
Marechal. I immediately affumed the title
gf de Franval ; and my mother was putin
pofleffion of my father’s revenues, which
have ever been looked upon asa facred truft
by us both.  Year after year rolled on, and
we ftill continued in the fame flate of fuf=
pence. At fourteen I went into the geps
D'armes, and at cighteen, not to revive my
mother’s
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mother’s grief, ‘and by way of making her
forme amends for her paft {fufferings, the King, |
was gracioufly pleafed to create me Duke de
Ciyrac, and to give me the command of a
regiment [ was ‘ permitted to beftow that
name upon. My grandfather has been dead .
fix years ; he lingeved ‘out a miferable exift- .
ence from the time he heard Joinville’s con-
feffion, hoping daily to be blefled with the
fight of my father ; afluring us all he fhould
not die cafy if he did not receive his forgive
nefs : that was denied him: he left me his
fole heir; and from the' retired life he had
led for the laft eighteen years, his fortune.was
greatly encreafed. - I withed to continue to
+ divide his revenues with my mother: this
the would no longer allow; and fince fhe
has been'in pofieflion of my father’s eftates, |
the expences have never exceeded. what |
~would have been her Jjointure, had Ihe; as,
fhelong apprehended, been the furvivor:
as for myfelf, I am already ‘richer than moft
of our nobility ; yet I may venture to aflert
that luxuries have had but few charms for
me,
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De Melac was revolving {o many different
things in his mind, he hardly attended to
the Duke’s words ; till Bertrand intreated
his patient to be calm, and reminded the
Receiver-General how neceflary it was for
‘him to cither raife or deprefs the hopes he
had given ; therefore, turning to the Duke,
“ The gentleman's ftory whom ¥ have fuch
reafon to believe was your Grace’s father,
tallied 1n every refpet with the one you
have defcribed.”

‘¢ Then he muft have been my father,”
interrupted the Duke de Civrag; < who
elfe could have been {0 unfortunate ?—Pro-
ceed, my dear friend, proceed !” s ‘

“ This gentleman left France about four
and twenty years ago; he had evidently
lived in the very firft circles, and had been
bleffed with 2 moft amiable wife, whom he|
fuppoled had fallen a victim to his mother
and fteward’s duplicity : he quitted his
native country by the defire, or rather orders,
of the Marechal de St. Firmin; for that
name has long been familiar to me 5 and!

only
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~only withed to hide himfelf in a defert, if
poflible, or in any place where he might
never be heard of more: all parts of the
globe were equal to him; and had Provi-
dence fo ordered, would as readily fet fail for ‘
Nova Sembla, as the Weft Indies, Reli-
gion fupported him under fuch complicated
misfortunes 5 and, as your grandfather ob-
ferved, confcioufnefs that. he had done his
duty, and when he finds himfelf bleft with
fuch a fon, how amply will he be repaid for
all his former fufferings.  You already
know he was very amply provided with
money'; and the Marquis had forced many
other valuable prefents upon him : he em-
barked, as you learnt, on board the firft
veflel that prefented itfelf, bound for St.
Domingo, and landed at Port au Prince ;
“but not liking the iland, and fancying his.
ietreat might be difcovered by the infor-
mation of the failors, he once more commit-
ted himfelf to the winds and waves, and was
landed at Guadaloupe, which pleafed him
much better than St. Domingo.  There
s he
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{he immediately fent for her head clerk, and,
to cut my ftory thort; invited him to bes
come her partner, not only in trade, but for
life. Thinking himfelf totally free, and ats
tached to the" line he had entered into, my
friend, fenfible of the honour did him, and
cqually fo of her worth and the purity of her
morals, accepted herkind offers.—WE WERE
married! and have had three children.”

The Duke ftarted upright in bed, flung his
armsround de Melac, exclaiming, < You are
any father—my dear and long loft father !”

De Melac, or more properly the Duke de
St. Piene, met his {fon’s embrace, and foon
convinced him he was not miftaken in his
conjeftures.  Though the young Duke;)
whom we fhall in future diftinguith by the/
name of Adolphus, was in fome meafure
prepared for this happy event, he was not
near fo much fo as his father, who had Jong
been acquainted with their relationfhip = hﬂ
was therefore the firt to recover, and, alarni-

ed for what might be the. confequences. of
fuch









AND ERMANCE. 123

thought, to enter into a fecond engagement.
Providence is certainly juft in all its decrees;
:for what muft have been my feelings had
Madame de Melac been now liviag ; though
in that cafe I fhould moft probably never
have quitted Guadaloupe. But in whaty
light will my fecond marriage appear in the
eyes of Madame dc St. Piene, particularly
when fhe learns I have another fon and two
daughters, whofe birth will not probably be
deemed illegitimate, and whofe grandmo-
ther cannot boaft of her anceftors.”

« You wrong my mother, and the world,
my dear father,” faid Adolphus; your fe-
ond engagement was the mere refult of the
ccumulated {eries of deceptions you were
nade the vickim of ; your children, whom
am convinced Madame de St. Piene
il look upon as her own, will never be
ckoned  illegitimate ; your rank of
urfe ennobles them, and I {hall ever be
proud of acknowledging my fifters and bro-
fies. My repard for Erneftine and Cle-
¢e has long been of that nature; and I
this revolution in his profpe@s will in-

e : dnce
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but as for Bazile, I am almoft tempted
lto believe fomstimes, that ' like myfelf,
he was changed in his cradle, for he cer-
tainly bears no refemblance to either father
or mother; I'mean” to fend him to Havre
for the prefent ; he has fome diftant mater=
nal relations there, whio have long withed to
fee us, and a vifit. to them will amufe hiny,

and keep him out of the way for a time ; I
fhould not choofe to leave him behind me
at Dunkirk ; for Heaven knows what follies

he might be guilty of while he knew I was

atfuch a diftance ; my girls will be very fafe

under the care of Madame de St. Franval.”

“Therefore, my good triend Beitrand,” the

Duke proceeded, taking him by the hand,

“Iam flill the Receiver General ; and I be-
ligye you can now account for thele com-

Plaints you acknowledged your fkill could

Wofgreagh. I have certainly had fome hard
{ﬁﬁgglss to keep this fecret, particularly dur-

gour journey to Ypres.” %

“My dear Adolphus, youfometimes veryun-
{ bnftiopﬂy probed my heart to thevery quick ;.
28EYou are now acquainted with my reafons
3 G 3 : for
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for not difcovering myfelf fooner, and yoy
muft allow I had fome merit; for who would
not be proud of the relationfhip, though I can
‘hardly perfuade myfelf even now I am your
father. But my mother, unhappy woman!
fhe ftill lives 1 underftand ; ‘where does fhe
refide, and how does fhe do ? I have long for-
given the Duchefs Dowager de St. Pieng; and
1 could almoft find excufes for my mother;
{he was very young when fhe fuffered herfai
to be led aftray by the feducing arguments
of the fpecious Joinville ; that fellow wasa
complete villain, and I hardly know of any
punifhment adequate to his crimes.  But
my mother was attached to the pleafures of|
this world, and what was more naturalat
her age; I won’t fay that put to fimilas
trials, I fhould have acted as the did, be

caule I truftI have given proofs how much
dearer hanour was to me than fortuney o
every blefling this world could beftow#till
if fhe proved unequal to the tafk when put
to the teft, I ought to be the firft to drawd
veil over her frailties, and (he mll aﬁuredli

participate in our general joy. i
s I am
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«Tam certain fhe will,’ my dear father.
Of Iate years the has evidently been a true
penitent, and voluntarily retired to the Fa/
de Grace* foon after her fecret was difco-
vered to the Marechal and Marquis, and
your fuppofed death afforded her an excel-
lent pretence. T will try to be as charitable
s you are, fince you are no longer likely to
be a fufferer through her weaknefs ; but
while I had reafon to dread that was the cafe,
Icould not have faid I forgave her from the
bottom of my foul; yet I have frequently
wiited her of late years, and have often heard
her exprefs the moft bitter regret upon your
account. Her prayers have no doubt been
beard ; and T don’t like to refleét upon the
pt. We have fo much happine(s in ftore
fr us, we ought only to lock forward
and anticipate the pleafures we have to
®©me ;. but for the prefent, my dear Sir, I
vil#you would try to get a little reft, I
know you muft be fatigued.”’

~ *Cenvent founded by Madame de La Valiere, mifliefs te
Lewis the 14th; in the Fauxbourg St. Jaques,
3 G 4 : SaruiEhe
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The Duke, to oblige his fon, agreed to his
requeft ; and once more, when alone, re-.
turned his thanks where they were moft due,
for this wonderful fecond revelution he had
expencnced. On the next day a camace
was {ent for from Dunkirk, and on the third,
Adolphus being fufhcxentl) recovered, they
fet out upon -their return ; Bertrand pre-
ceded thun on horfcback. Before he left
Rofebrugee, the Duke de St. Piene made
every poor heart rejoice, inanemory, he faid,

- of the miraculous €fcape the Duke de Civ-
rac and himfelf had had.. Addphus was
firft fet down at his own lodgings, where a
number of his officers were waiting his arri-
val, knowmg.he was expefted, and each,
anxious to exprefs his joy he was {o well re-

_covered from the confequences of his drezds

‘ful accident. While his happy father went
forwards to his own houfe, he {eemed Jfo

~tread on air, and embraced his daugﬁs&fs-

with even more than his accuftomed tender
nefs; they had no need to enquire, as they
obferved, how the Duke de Civrac did, his
~ looks convinced them he was much bette
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he affured them he was very much Teco-
vered ; and having paid his compliments to
Madame de Franval, and received thofe of
Bazile, he went into “his office, foon fettled
his bufinefs there, and returned to fpend the
evening with his Adolphus.

CHAP" 1V,

&
NFXT morning he told Bazile he intended
to fend him to Havre de Grace for a month
or fix weeks; it was a compliment due to
his maternal relations, which could no Jlonger
be deferred with any jpropriety. He could
not have made his fon a more agreeable pro-
pofa.l he had long detefted the counting-
houfe, and this journey would releafe him
from that drudgery, at leaft for a time. At
Havre he fhould have no on¢ to controul

: G i ; him 3
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him ; he fhould have an opportunity to ex-
hibit in the charaer of a fine gentleman; a
character he thought himfelf io well qualir
ﬁed to fhme 1n.

The Duke had been rather undecided as
to how he fhould allow him ' to perform this
journey- It would foon be generally known
he was the younger fon to a nableman;
fill he by no means wifhed to increafc Ba-
zile’s pride. At laft he determined he
thould go in the Barque to St. Omers, where
he had {orme bufinefs for him to tranfact, and
there he was to hire a light cabriolet to pro-
ceed from thence poft to Havre: to have
a fervant at his own command, was a luxury
he had never yet allowed him ; nor did he
hufe to fend one with him to Havre, where!
he withed him to appear in every 1efpefk
like the fon of the Recciver General of Dun-|

kik. Havmo thus. told Bazile his mten—
tions, thxs ‘wife youth took the ﬁrf’c I-
tumty to fly to his dear chcnger, ea
tmpart bis happy profpets to his® fait

Admm
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Achates. 'This young man had told him
‘only the day before, his mafter was going to
fend him into Artois for orders; he was
therefore delighted with Bazile’s intellizence,
and enquired when he fet out, as he was
going to St. Omers, and in the Barque in
_ four days himfelf. = Bazile’s departure had
been fixed a day fooner, but they foon
agreed he fhould ufe a finefle which would
enable him to wait for his friend, as they
promifed themfelves excellent fun from this
Jaunt, particularly if taken in each others
company; and Bazile had every reafon to
.fuppofe,’a's he. told Berenger, his father
would come down handfomely upan the oc-
cafion. The fhoe-maker, therefore, accord-
ing to the orders, and by way of earning the
bribe he had received from Bazile, fent a
thoufand excufes the over-night of his in-
tended departure, protefling the man who
_ was making his boots had been taken very -
lﬂs:_nd thus it would not be po’ﬁble for him
| tcgget them finifhed before nine o’clock the.
«the next morning, at which Lour Bazile
¥ G6 ; -might*
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might depend upon having. them. —The
Barque left Dunkirk at feven 3 this would,
therefoie, be ton 'late.  Bazile, who had
‘purpofely had this meffage brought him in
his father’s prefence, affeted paffion fo well,
that the Duke gave him a {evere reprimand,;
and faid the bufinefs he was going upon was
not of fuch importance to make his fetting,
(eff'a day fooner or later of any confequence.

Suffice it to {ay, he gained his point, re-
seived his father’s inftructions, and a-much
“Jarger fum of money than he had expededs

| took leave of his grandmother with more:
| than ufual civility 3 and promifed, to deliver)
various theflages (he made him the bearer of,.
very. punéually; made his adiens to his
father and fifkers over night; and, at the
appointed hour, ftepped on board the Bark..
Berenger had preceded him, and chofe to
“keep out of fight till they were under way,
fearful the Receiver General might accoms
pany his fon to fee him embark; but he:
eame alone, and having his baggage put onj
boards,,
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board, fat off in full glee: He was not to flay
~ more than one day at St. Omers, which he
.was to fpend at a friend of his father’s, and
procee& the morning after, writing an account
- of the bufinefs he had tranfacted with all ex-
pedition to Havre,
The Receiver-General had began to put ‘
his affairs in order, immediately after his
return to Dunkirk, preparatory to the jour
ney he was gaing to take ; -and in four days
after” Bazile’s departure, was ready to fet‘_
cout.  His clerks all received proper inftruc-
| tions 5 and he ‘told Madame de Franval he
“Q;ould molt likely be abfent longer than he
“had given them reafon to fuppofe ; but that
fhe would, in that cafe, have his orders
trapfmitted from time to time.

* " Adolphus had pretty well recovered the-

effe@s of  his ,overturn: a black ‘ribbon,

which Bertrand had affured him he might

- foon leave off, perfe&tly concealed ‘the

i wound wpon his temple; yet he parti-

Z cularly
%
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cularly intreated the Duke de St. Picne not
to fuffer his fon to travel too fait; as he
had every reafon to fuppofe he had received
an inward bruife, wiieh he would be anfwer-
able, with proper precaution, would be of
no confequence, but which might become
dangerous, 1f not attended to. "The leaft
idea of danger was more than fufficient to
alarm this now truly happy father ; and he
wifthed very much to have poftponed their
departure ; but Adolphus was {o anxious to
be upon the road, and fo pofitive in his
affurances that he was quite recovered, that
the Duke determined not to reftrain his
laudable impatience, and agreed to fet ouf
at the appointed time. No two people|
could be happier than the father and fon;
though the Duke de St. Piene’s joy was
rather damped at the moment of their depar-
ture, by Bertrand’s renewing his intreaties
they would not hurry too much upon the
road ; and expreffing his hopes that Adol-:
phus would confult with La Martiniere the-
moment he arrived at Pars, 2

; The
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The Duke would have found it as diffi-
cult to define the regard hefelt for this dar-
ling fon, as Adolphus did to exprefs the love
he bore his truly amiable and deferving
‘mother.  Strongly attached to his other
children, particularly to his daughters, his
Grace was certainly very excufable in giving
a fuperior preference to the fon of Machme
de St. Piene : the leaft idea that there was a
poffibility his late accident might be attended
with dangerous confequences, alarmed him
beyond expreffion ; flill he flattered him{eif
lie fhould not” have the almoft owerﬂowmfr
cup of felicity dathed from his lips jull as he
‘Was once more beginning to tafte it.  What

fa fubje& for reflection did the virtues of this
fon of his ever dear Helefene afford him 1—
What a comfort be muft have proved to that
amiable woman, who feemed to have formed
his heart and mind after the niodel of her
oyn; yet what an excellent difpofition, and
[what principles he muft poffefs to have thus
‘made, as he appeared always to havc done,
her will his law. How many young men,
e independent
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mdependcnt as he had been for the laft fix:
years, would have paid no attention either to |
a mother’s wifhes or advice. e was next
firuck with the idea of his revenues having
' always been held facred by both mother andi
fon, from the hopes they entertained he
“might yet return to enjoy them; in faé,
how great a right both, or either, had %o
: fpend them. He therefore determinedsto
convince his Adolphus he had not be dc--'
ceived in the high opinion he appeared to
have formed of his difintereftednefs and
,"generoﬁty, by making over one. half of his
income to him the moment he was reinftated
in his hereditary pofieffions. He knew hls’i
fon did not want,and was far from reqmnhg‘
fch -a proof of his regard, but he almoft
thought it an incumbent duty The forv.
tune derived from Madafe de Melac, and
-what he had accumulated- in merchandrze,
made him very rich for a private gentleman’;
mdeed his income was infinitely larger than
Bazilc had even fufpedied, or he would not
‘have been fo amenable to hxs,fgthg&,‘ag. ‘he
Was 5.
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was ; and this part of his wealth the Duke
meant to divide between his three younger'
children.

" They flept the firft night at St. Ormes ;
_Adolpbus wifhed to have gonc further, but
“his fathier could not confent to his propofal ;.
he had wrote to liis mother tolet her know
lw ould fet out for Pa.rxs rather fooner than
h 1d intended,- but could not fix the day
upotighich Le was likely to reach that city ;.
therefore intreated fhe would not expe& him
till the faw him. He wrote thus, fearful
fhe would give him the mecting either upon
the road, or at his hotel ; and he withed to
. prepare her by degrees for the happinefs that
!awaued her, dreading what might be the
eﬂ’e&s of a fudden furprize, much as he
longed to prefent his father to hér.  The
weather was (till very warm, but not near {o
oppreffive to the Duke de St. Piene, owing
to his long refidence in the Weft-Indies, as
to his fon 4 but, mﬁmtely more anxxous
abot.t 'his health and canvcmence than his

< owa
g i

R PiL. .
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own, he propofed their leaving St. Ormes
early the next morning, and lying by, during
the heat of the day, at Boulogne. This
Adolphus readily agreed to. They had no
reafon to fear overtaking Bazile, though he
was to proceed as far as Abbeville upon the
road they were going ; for he had wrote to
his father word he had finifhed his bufinefs
at St. Ormes, and fhould proceed next day
to Havre, where they prefumed he was zw
this time arrived. g2

During their morning’s ride, Adolphus
~was fometimes thoughtful : this his father
remarked, though he was hardly confcious
of it himfelf. A few difagreeable refleétions,
the refult of his late journey to Ypres, would
intrude upon his mind : the Duke, wifthing
to divert his attention, reverted to fome paft

- incidents Adolphus was not imperfectly ac-
quainted with, relative to his marriage with
his mother. ;

¢ I have always underftood, my dear Sir,”
faid Adolphus, with a {mile,  your’s was a
mar-
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marriage of conveniance 5 yet I have heard
you very lately condemn fuch matches ds
are not likely to contribute to the felicity of
‘cither party.”

« And I'am fill of that opinion, my
Adolphus ; though  there certainly are ex-
ceptions to.all general rules.  Your mother
and myfelf were one of the happieft couples
who ever met at the altar, till fate chofe to
feparate us ; yet, as you obferve, our mar-
riage had been planned long before we faw
cach other.”

¢« Then I certainly have every chance of
being happy with- Madame de Moncave,
whofe difpofition my mother has helped to .
form, no doubt, after the model of her own;
and Madame de Neufpont is a moft amiable
woman: her daughter moft likely inherits
fome of her excellent qualities.”

< Still (he may be either too grave or too
gay,in your opinion ; indeed Ihave fometimes
known the beft difpofitions on each fide not
happy when united ; therefore let me adyife
you to ftudy her temper and inclination with

; care



140 PALMIRA,

care and attention before you lead her to the
altar ; —don’t fign your contract on the
night you are introduced to her, and marnry
her the next evening. This I can affure,
I had never feen a woman for whom I
had felt even the flighteft preferance, when I
was introduced to Helefenc de St. Firmin ;
‘and you may judge from the remarks: you:
have been enabled to make, as you grew up,
and from what fhe now is — what your
mother was at [eventcen : now (hall you be
able to lay your hand upon your heart and
fay as much, when prelented to Palmira de
‘Moncove *—My queftion may be too abs
rupt ; but, interefted as I am in your future
‘welfare, believe me, it merely arifes from the
fincere with I feel to promote it in any, nay
in every thape :—remember you felected me
Aor your friend before 1 dared 'LLknowlcdge
‘our re lationfhip ; and I fhall ever glory in
the firft title ; nay, were I obliged to chufe
between the two, fhould prcfex it to the

Flaft.?
¢ I fhall never [eparate them, my dear Sir ;
for mutual confidence is onc of the moft en-
dearing
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de\aring ties between parents and children of
any age. I was early taught this dotrine ;
but really in the prefent inftance I hardly
dare ferutinize my heart or my feelings: I
have been long, by my own confent, engaged
to Palmira de Moncove ; fhe is beautiful and
‘accomplithed ; and what is {till more in her
fayour, my mother has attended, as much
as lay in her power, to her education, and
certainly would not fpeak fo highly in her
praife, if fhe did not think her deferving fuch
encomiumns: the match is looked upon as
concluded by all parties T have moft likely
been reprefented in an equally favourable
light to the younglady ; indeed my mother
has given me to underftand /e has formed a
g much higher opinion of me than'] deferve,
omng, no doubt, to the kind manner in
{ which the has ever {poken of me; but, to
anfwer your queftion candidly, I have fome-
times of late withied I had not gone to ¥pres,
~oratleaft that Thad met Palmira there, as was
at ficfk 1ntcr=dcd, inftead of her fifter, though
Tam affured the former is much the moft
" amiable of the two.”
e I with
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« I wifh fhe may appear to you in that
light, my dear Adolphus; but notwithftand-
ing the high opinion I have of Madame de
" St. Piene’s judgment, let me intreat you
would in this cafe be wholly guided by your
own feelings; but if Palmirade Moncove
* dees not anfwer the expectations you h&vc

formed, or, to {peak plain, if fhe doesinot
tival Ermance in ycur gocd opinion, why |
not declare your fentiments to your mother?.
—Can you fuppofe fhe would with you to
give your hand to one fifter after you had
Beflowed your heart upon the other: fhe
will in either cafe be equally related to her
" amiable friend, in whofe company I have
frent many happy hours ; and as.‘.you have
never been introduced to Madame de Mon-
cove, the will merely fuffer in imagination
by your defection.” iim
<« All you fay 1s very juft, my dear Sll‘,
and T have already revolved every thing in.
my own mind: I have thought, were I
allowed to chufe, I thould prefer Ermance ;
and am perfedtly convinced my mother would

wifh



ANDs ERMANCE, . 143

with me to follow the diftates of my heart
upon fuch an occafion, and perhaps, were I
lefs certain of being indulged in my wayward
fancies, I fhould be lefs fcrupulous how I
gave way to thefe indulgences; but you
know it is 2 {ort of eftablifhed cuftom among
our nobility, to marry their eldeft daughters
{firlt ;—and what a capricious mortal thould
Tappear in the cyes of Monfieur and Madame
de Neufpont, were I to break off a match
.they fuppofe upon the eve of being cele-
brated ; and don’t accufe me of vanity, Sir,
when I fay fuch a ftep might make the
lovely Palmira miferable, though it is very
| poffible the merely feels the fame {entiments
{forme as I do in her favour—thofz of efteern.
My honour is certainly engaged m this
aﬁ'alr 5 and you have convinced me, my dear
Su', that ought to be dearer to mie than life
[itlelf!—What a facrifice did not you make
| at that (hrine !—Palmira muit fall very. thort
Ufmy mother’s defcription, to induce me to
hefitate one moiment, fitnated as we both are;
but a very thort time will enable me to form
my
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try town, ‘only fifteen miles farther, 'upon
their way, where he affured his father they
would not only be quicter, but much better
lodged in every refpect ; befides, he always
flept much better in the country. The
Duke affected to give credit to his reafonmg,
knowing how impatient he was to reach
Paris, and they proceeded to Flixcourt, the
name of the village where the inn, Adolphus
‘Liad mentioned, was fituated ; it was alfo the
* poft-Loufe, and remarkably neat for a French
Gidtélerie.  The village ﬁ:’mds between two
very ﬁeep hills : travellers, w o ride poft for
a.nearer cut, and to avoid the worft part of
the fartheft hill upon which the houfe {tands,
drive through the inn yard. The Duke
and his fon were fhewn into an excelient
room, though it had two beds in it; but
| that is fo common  a cuftom' in France,
“that people of  the firlt diftinction, when.
travelling; are-feldom accommodated \\1th<
oay cther fitting room than their bed-j
o l:ambcr, indeed a parlour or faloon  are.

very feldom to be met with, but at large’
.. hotels
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hotels in fome of the firlt towns dpon the
great roads, frequented by the Englith, who
are more particular in that refpeét than thL
French nobility.

Theyagreed to ftart at feven the next morn-
ing, and proceed to Amiens, the capital of Pi-
cardy, before' breakfa{t; they were both up
and drefleddefore the fixed time, and ftanding
at their rodfn door, when an Englith carriage,
followed by two footmen, and which had
been preceded by a courier who had got
their horfes out ready, drove intothe yard ;
and as the fervants all aflifled, (for French
poftillions feldom hurry themfelves upon
fuch occafions) they foon proceeded on their
journey, and in a few feconds the Duke and
bis fon alfo fct off. The three Englifh fer+
vants were taking their morning’s whet as
.thcy drove out of the yard: the camagc
they belongud to had not got more than ﬁﬁy
o fixty ydrds advance upon the Duke’s,
lowuag to the fteepnefs of the hill already
mentioned, which was more than half
1 mile long: they had not proceeded a
J '? amn third
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had obferved two other young men, who ap-
peared aff{) to have alighted from this élegant
vehicle.—<¢ What a conveyance !’ the Duke
exclarmed ; ¢ and where can he be going?”
taking another peep.  Bazile, little gutfling
who was {o near him, was ftill endeavouring,
by the clever manceuvre already mentioned,
to affift the progrefs of the ill-fated beaft of
whom he feemed to have the direftion. The
mirth, nay even fhouts of laughter, of the
Trglith fervants had put him into a viclent
rage; his tecth®were clenched, and every
feature feemed convulfed with paffion. :

On the off fide was another young man,
applying a long thonged whip with all‘his
might to the poor .beaft’s fides, legs, or in
fhort any patt he could reach, whom the
Duke never recolleted to have feen befort s
but_;;in" the third, who was alfo labouring
very hard, fhoving behind, to affil as far as
laid in his power, and who held a very large
ftone under his arm, inftead of a clapean
4ras, Adolphus recognized the face of one Of.‘

: ' ‘ Buzile’s
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’ 'B.’xzi‘le’s companions at ’Hotel de Flanders ;
and the Duke de St. Piene, his wine mer—
chant’s head clerk, in the perfon of Beren-
ger, whom he did not know was ameng his
fon’s’ acquaintance, much lefs fuppofed he
was his bofom friend.

The Duke and Adolphus, having each®
taken a fecond {uryey of this curious groupe,
burft out a Iaughing; and the remarks of the
Englith fervants, and their own poftillions’
which were truly ludmrous, added to their
mirth.

“ I wonder when they will reach the
fammit of this hill,” faid Adolphus.’

 And I wonder where they are going; if
they thould be fo fortunate as to fuceeed,”
Haill sthe: Duke -« this is not the road
Bazﬂe otight to have been upon; nor is he
lin company he has anygrealon to fuppofe
{ Would meet my approbation ;3 but he thinks
| him(elf {ecure, has got plenty of money in
{his pocket, and has; no doubf fome very
B — H 4 Sowife
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wife feheme in his head to keep me inigno.,
rance of having thus difobeyed my arders:
— T own I fhan’t be Lony to difcover what
lengths he will darego.’
«“ [ am afraid he will know the Rrwnts,”
faid Adolphusss ¢ theysiwere proceedmg
“gently, but ftill'at a great diftance ; as the
~one who rode courier had made a confider-
table advance on the carjiage, having left
Flixcourt near half an hour befom they
fiarted 2
¢ We muft prevest that it pofhb ” faid
the Duke; « for T would not have Bazile
" know I.am fo near himTor the univerfe ; and
Le might be tempted to {peak to your men,
-and thus difcover the * pof auy rofes.”’

They were now within a very few paces cf
the “cabriolet : the 'Engliﬂl fervants were
ridigg on each fide, and promifing; in Vel;y%
antelligible Frenchgto order their {uppcr atl
Piquigny, the next poft towa, within ﬁx‘

mlks :
" ® Seoret—a Frena_hﬁ.rexpremon. : ’
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miles of Flixcourt ; and when the miferable:
‘beaft did make fhift to crawl on a few_fteps,
the Duke’s poftillion’s obfervation of—¢ Biey,
celaieft bon = ne craignez rvien, Meffeurs, une
fois fur la mgnﬁgne, Vous nous pajferez tous,”
added to Bazile’s and his companion’s raze,
and the Englithmen’s: diverfion;; who were
calculating when ti)ey would reach the top of
the hill at the rate they moved ; and feri-
oufly advifing them to take their horfe out
and draw their niachine themielves, if they
.were in- a hurry, for he only impeded their.
-progre(s : then enquiring where they fhould"
order their dinner to be fent; or whether
they were provided 'in that  refpeét 5 hoping
they would not meet many- dogs ;¢ and
ladding, it was fortunate their maﬁcr s were.
xnthe chaife with him, or they would infal-
hbly have feized their animal, had they found
i themfelves fharp fet : Qey had feen many a
better in a thieving duftman’s cart  near
‘London !

B iEw P
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Bazile, to whom the chief of their d]fwur{'e
was addrefled, became furious by thefe re-
peated infults ; and while he {trained every
nerve to endeavour to get out of their Way,
he exclaimed, in a voice abmoft choakéd
with paffion, ¢ Paffez, wvotre cb’:’min, bétes,”
while the Englilbmen could hardly fet their
hoifes for laughing.

In a few minutes the Duke’s camavc
paft this elegant machiné ; but as both
father and fon were anxious to fee as
njucl} as they could of Bazile’s behavious
upon this trying occafion,. they took it in
tumy to look out of the coach glafs, and
commuhicaie;thair remarks to each other.

They were hardly paft, when one of the
: I‘ng,g{hmen faid he reallybegan to pity thems|
therefore would dolll in his power to affift
lhem, bemnmno to whip on the near ﬁde,
which the horfe leant towards, and his ftrokes
had fo good an effecx, they faid he Lad: ad*
vanced at leat two yardsand a half: :epeat-

ing)
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ing his attempt; but not with equal {uccefs,
the obftinate horfc turned reftive, and ran
backwards inftead of forwards; they were,
hoseever, provided againft this misfortune,
which had befallen them. once before, by
Berenger’s inftantly placing the large ftone,,
already mentioned, againft one of the wheels.

« What an excellent precaution,” the’
footmen obferved, calling out to cach other;:
agreeing to put them 1in motion once more,
if poffible : again beginuing to whip the
beaft, who could not follow thie bent of his'
in¢linations by running backwards, mnor
chufing to advance, he now made an effort
tokick up behind, to the increafing diver-
fion of Bazile’s and his friends’ torgicntors ;.
but ' the three gentlemen were fo ferioudly
[angry, they began to threaten the fefvants’
with the various punifbments they affured
‘them they would inﬂl@, and Bazile, more
eou a.geous.than his companions, ftopped to
pick up a ftone to level at them = his broad-
‘brimmed, fhallow-crowned hat fell,.in mak-
| ST O, ing
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ger they made a fort of rolling pin, and tum-
Bling' him over and “over for® feveral yards
down the hill; svhile the third, taking warn-
ingg from the mughﬁ treatment his compa-
nions experienced, - retreated behind  their
vehicle.  The fervants finding themfelves
niafters of the field, again mounted their
horfes, and rode off full fpeed, triumphing

“in havi ing thus humbled this French party «
the Duke de St. Piene, who faw Bazile hack
recelved\no ‘hurt, was very much diverted
,with'the whole fcene.

Adoxpl us withed very much to have inter~:
féled in his behalf, but his father reprefented
what muft be the confequence of his kind-
nefs, fo forcxbly, that, he gave up the idea.
Hls fervants, feeing what was going fOl'W'll‘d

E,had begn to qu‘fcken their pace up the hill.
“Adolphus therefore loqbd out at the:left:
hand wmdow, and making them'a fign they
;under[’tood to avoid the fray, they obeyed
by'ﬂtakmcr a circuit in an adjeining field,
i f) was not inclofed ; this prevented Ba~
2 : . zile
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zile from formin~ any conjeftures refpeéting
who was in the carriage ; and-the Duke or-
| dered the poft-boys to make the beft of their
way, as the three friends feemed to 'be de-
‘bating whether they fhould not prefer their
complaints, and implore their affiftance;
but, before they loft fight of them, they
feemed to have turned their horfe round, in
hopes, the Duke fuppofed, he would be mote
“inclined to go downwards than upwards.

- «¢ T cannot fay T approve of the behaviour
of the Englifh fervants,” faid he, ¢ thou0h
Iam very happy Bazile has been fo com-

» pleatly _mortified ;—I rather hope this ad-"
" yenture will fut a ftop to his rambles : if he
now purfues his journey to Havre, I fhall
think him {ufficiently punifhed for his folly.”
This rencounter and the fub{é’luent fklrmlﬂ]x;;i
afforded Adolphus and his father ample ﬁx

je& for converfation £ill they reached A iens.
The Englith carriage had changed. horfes}f
‘when they did at' Piquigny ; and owmg to
Adolphus s coutier hav ing had’ fuch an a(d-~
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vance upon their’s, the Duke now tock the
lead, according to the eftablithed rules; as it
was-.contrary to / Ordoinance du Roi for
poftillions to: pafs each other upon. the road,
.and they took the pes upon each other ac-

cording to the arrival of carriages or couriers -

at the different poft-houfes..

The Duke and his fon drove to the firlt

inn, 7 Hozel de la diligence » there were three'
3

rooms upon. the ground floor, to' the left
hand of a large gateway that opened into
the yard ; and they crofled the middle one
t§ get to the farthelt : this was the beft
room ; an elegant faloon, a very uncommon
thing, as has been before obferved, in a
French inn. - The Englifh party drove into
i the ya d juft after, and were conducted into,
‘the room that looked into the ftrect. As
their courier had continued to preccde them,
and had received their osders, they tound

their breakfaft ready : during their repaft

| the Duke remarked Adolphus Jooked very
Pale; which he affured him ought merely to

Pote el be
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adding with a fmile, ““and pleafant dreams
if you fhould forget yourfeif,” returned into
the faloon - where they had breakfafted, juft _
in time to fee the Englifh party drive off.

As the fun was now full upon the room,
the waiters had drawn all the curtains, and
opened the windows to give a free circula-

‘tion of air: the door between the two

rooms was alfo a-jar: a curtain which fell |
over it concealed sthis from the Duke, who
feating himfclf in the moft retired and cooleft
place, began to perufe the effufions of ma-

“ternal tendernefs, (for fuch the Duchef’s

letters ‘to her fon might truly be ftyled,)
and very happy to difcover he feemed to have .
acquired his fon’s efteem under the name of
de Melac : from her Grace’s comments upon

 his new friend, he Was thus agrecably em-

nor

fployed and h:ld been fo for near an hour,

i ‘when he heard a buftle in the courtfyard

and foon found it proceeded from more.

¢ompany, who were fhewn into the adjom-

{"ibg apartment ; but what was his furprize to

%

Tecognize
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recognize in the firft voice he heard, that it
was hisold friend Vanval, whoafked thewaiter
if the next room was not cooler (than the

{one he was in.—< Not at all, Sir,” {aid the

waiter ; *¢ befides, it is engaged, and thisis

" the room we aiways ﬁeep for the diligence

company.”

The Duke eafily guefled Vanval was upon

“the road:to Paris with his nephew Julien:

lie had not feecn him for two days preceding
his own departure ; and as he did not wifh’
any of his Dunkirk friends to know even of
his intended journey, had not mentioned it
to the furgeon, notwithftanding he had told

. him of his intentions to fet off for Paris

towards the latter end of the week: Ma-
dame de Franval had orders to tell every ong
who enquired for him, he was gor a little

- way into the country upon Bﬁﬁr}xxc;fs, and was:

expected home daily ; and fuch wasithe ac- |

_ connt Vanval had received when he went to

take leave previous to his departure.

Withing
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~ Withing to fee his. worthy friend, for
whom he entertained the greateft eftcem,
the Duke was going to ring the bell, a lux-
ury as rarely to be met with at a French inn
as a faloon, but was ftopped by Vanval’s fay-
ng, W a gy tone, ¢ Come, come, Mr.
Bazile, never mind; you muft purchafe
another Srock @ L’ Augloife at Parxs, that
isall”

I thould not have minded fpoiling+a
dozen fuits of cloaths, friend Vanyal,” faid’
Bazile, ever inclined to be impertinent to
thofe he deemed his inferiors, when he fup-
pofed himfelf out of his father’s hearing,
“if I could but have been revenged upon
the authors of my misfortune.”

“ You fhould have feized the moment
‘when it was in your power,” faid Vanval;
“but T am amazed ~a young-man of your
! {pinit did not -préfer?he diligence to fuch a:

paltry w} ange.”

S Paltry,” falg Berenger ; ¢ fure a gen-~
tlsman’s own carriage is at any time pre~
ferable to a ftage coach, where he may, to be:
e furgj.?,

|

e
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Duke had any perfon with him: he had
loft fome part of the difcourfe in  the other
room, during this conference with the Valet,
but upon returning to his ftation near the
“door; heard: the ﬁugeon Tay, < Wells L cinit
fee what obje@lions you can have, Mr. Bazile, |
to the Duke de Civrac’s knowifig you are
lere——were I in your place I thould {end my
compliments to his Grace, and as he is alone,
I prefume you .might #and a chance of
reaching Paris in rather a gentecler ftyle than |
you left St. Omers.”

« Why, I flatter myfeif, Vanval, were his
Gracc to know how-I was fituated, he would
ma.ke me an offer of a feat in his carriage,
but 1 fhould not chufe to leave my com-:
pamons ;

2 51"1 at s very po‘xtc, % faid the furs
georl < but, pray, M waiter, did an
Enomh party upon their road ® "fo Paris ftop
at your houfe this morning '?f,’.['hc people at'!
Flizcourt faid they underftood they fueant.
to breakfaflt at Amicns.”

6% Y’éS‘, ;









AND ERMANCE., . 109

hired for the journey. Now, let me fee,
| this famous horfe dragged you three and your
bageage from St. Omer’s: to Flixcourt, a
| diftance you would have rode in the dili-
gence* for a third of what this fine animal
coft you. You have already paid thirty
livtes you fay for the hire of your machine,
and will now be obliged to pay the feven
 Jouls the owner valued it at; yet the poft-
malter at Flixcourt only gave you eighty
livies for both horfe and chaife, and told
you, before us all, if you would throw him
three livres back again, he would piftol your
horfe before your face, and knogk your old
mmble to pieces ; becaufe he hepes to make
~his moncy of the wood and iron, for no
decent people would travel in it, in its prefent
ftate.” ‘

This ftatement fhmlﬂy amufed Julien and

two nuns bclongmg to the abbey of Blan-

[ * French’ diligences never carry lcf: than eight and often
' Iwelve paffengers. ;

; voL. 1. 3 decque,
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d:éque, near  Sti 'Omers, who are allowed,
as it is not a cloiftered convent, to Vifit iz
friends once a year, and were now upon their
way to Paris for that purpofe. :

* I am only afraid,” the furgeon con-
tinued, ¢ the Duke de Civrac did not fee
you 1n all your glory, M. Bazile; Iam fure
he would have been highly flattered at your
attempt, for I can’t fay it i1s much more, to
imitate his travelling dre(s. However, [
~will fee him, if his Grace is ftirring, before
we are fummoned to proceed.” '

sl you’,ﬂlould, my dear Vanval, d_'on'f
~mention me; I would not have him know
1 am going to Paris, and in a diligence, for.
the univerfe.”

< I believe you, Mr. Bazile,” faid Vanval,
‘who had gueft, from the moment he had
joined their party, he had takm this jaunt
unknown to his father, and feemed there-
fore to ¢njoy, &cazmb him on the accidents
and mortifications he  had already- met
with. PR

And
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fuch a manner—and the qucen locked at

>

me ; and

During their frefb water -voyage, he ven-
wred to propofe theis proceeding imme-
diately poft to Paris, where they might fpend -
a few days, and could then return together
to Abbeville, from whence Bazile might
proceed to Havre, and he return to Dun-
kirk. :

_Bazile was enchanted with the fcheme,
and readily gave into it. Berenger bad got
leave of abfence for a fortnight, having told
his mafter he withed to go and fee his friends
at Noyon in Picardic, in hopes of bringing
Bazile to his way of thinking..

When they arrived at St. Omers, each
went to do their bufinefs ; and Berenger,
who was particularly intimate with one of.
the clerks in the merchant’s countin=-houfe
with whom he was come to tranfa& bufi-

% ‘nefs, in the fullnefs of his joy mentioned to

13 him
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‘ round, and with fome difficulty got him
mo the yard of the poft-houfe at Flixcourt,
nd there they difpofed of him and their
ife,'as has been already mentioned, and
'Walted the arrival of the diligence, in which
they now intended to purfue their journey.
Bazile did not enterrain the flighteft fear of
| this ftolen march coming to his father’s ears,
ashe had merely defired him to write to him
Joon after he reached Havre ; it was only
writing the moment he reached there, which
would effectually concéal the tour he had
thought proper to make.

 When the diligence ftopped to change
horfes at Flixcourt, they enquired if they
could be admitted into the vehicle? and
were an{wered in the afirmative. But when
Bazile faw Vanval and his nephew, he began
to tremble for his {ecret ; however, foon de-
termined to aflure the former he was going
upon fome private bufinefs for his father to
Paris, for which reafon his j ‘journey had been
kept fofecret; nay it was even to be given
) 7 out,
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out, he was gone fomewhere elfe; thinking
thus effeétually to filence the good-natured
Flamand, who was not, as he hol)!d, the
dupe of this well-concerted Pory-;*and wh't
foon determined to write anaccount of this
rencounter to the Receiver General.

The Duke de St. Piene having alfo come
to arelolution how toact, rung Lis bell ; the
waiter came through the room ia which the
diligence party were affembled. Bazile, ter-
rified lelt he thould be feen by the Duke de
Civrac, got away from the door, beckoned
the waiter to him, and enquired who was in:
the next room? ¢ the Duke de Civrac,
Sir ;”’—< then pray, my dear friend, dont
mention my name to his Grace.”’ By

Without refleing, fuch was the terror of
Adolphus, the waiter did not know himj
nor was there the flighteft chance of the
Duke’s making any enquiries concerning
travellers belonging to the diligence. - He
further intreated the waiter would fhut the

door
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door after him, which he now perceived was

fopen, giving him a thirty fous piece to in-
fduce him to oblige him. The waiter did as
he defired, highly amufed, as well as Vanval,
by the terror he difplayed.

His Grace meant to have given a fimilar
orders and was not a little pleafed to find
Bazile was, at leaft, confeious of his faults,
and very much in awe of his brother; whofe
excellent” example he hoped would ‘work
fome alteration in his condu&.  He had re-
tired 1o the farther end of his room not te
be overheard, and defired the waiter to give
the Dnke de Civrac’s compliments to the
elderly gentleman in the next room, and he
fhould be glad to fee him for a few minutes,
adding, you will bring him round by the
other door, putting a fix-livre picce into his
hand to affift his memory and make him
punctual ; and in a few feconds the Duke
heard his meﬂ'nge delivered.

= i
i - Vanval’s
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Vanval’s eyes fparkled with delight, wlnle
Bazile and Berenger again flew to the corner.
of the room, the moft out of fight of the |
door. - The waiter, in hopes of another pre- '
{ent, made Bazile a fign to give him to un-

. derftand it was merely to oblige hlm while |
he faid to the furgeon, “~This way, Sir;—
I believe his Grace is returned up ftairs,?

Bazile ran after Va;wﬂ as he left the room,
and with the moft rueful countenance, and
in the moft earneﬁ manner, intreated he
would not mention his being in the hotel to
the Duke. e

& :

¢ My difcretion is almoft become a pro- |
verb, vou know, my young friend,” witha |
droll look cxpreflive of his meaning ; “ you
may have your own private reafons for not
wifhing to be noticed by fo great and fo good
a man ; but for my own part I fhall alway:s'
feel proud to be thus diftinguifhed.”

-

The
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- Phe Duke met Vanval at the other door,
* and ftopped his. exclamations of furprize by
| putting his finger. npon his lips; and the
's Duke told him, in a whifper, to addrefs him
! ashis Grace, and as he would have done the
Duke de Civracy to put Bazile off his guard,
who was, no doubt, hiftening. Vanval en~
joyed the joke, and exhaufted all his ftock of
compliments to his o.ld friends ~ ¢“ Who
then,” drawing him to the further end of the
! room, ¢ faid (ike'my fon) 1 am upon a pri-
vate expedition to Paris
¢ My good friend, he as little {uppofes we
sare fuch near neighbours, as I did not think
Ithould have overtaken him where I did this
morning, and in {uch company : he has al-
. ready, I know, nay have feen, been punithed
for his imprudence, but feems determined
-to perfevere in his wild career, and own I am
curious te know what lengths he will go:
you would therefore do me a particular
favour, my dear friend, if ycu would enquire
or try to difcover where he takes up his abode

at Paris ; and do me the favour to bring me
4 The
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the information to the Hotel de St. Firmin,
in the Rue de Richelieu, where 1 promife
you a hearty ‘welc ‘me in the name of its
amiable owner, the Duke de Civrac, with
whom I (hall refide ; but I won’t detain you
now from your dinner—where do  you:
fleep 7>’ '

s AtSt. Julleybifaid the fusgeon, «ae

¢ Then thould a favourable opportunity
offer, I will fee yoﬁ again this evening; -
indeed I wilh you to fee my—(lon was
coming out, but the Duke caught the words,
and {ubftituted friend) the Duke de Civrac;
he is far from. well, and Bertrand feems to
fear he met with fome inward bruift, which
may be attended with dangerous. confe-
quaences. !’ i

Vanval rather raifed his {pirits upon. that
fcore, telling him gentle exercife was more
likely to be of fervice in: that cafe than any
thing elle ; and affuring him there was little
to fear, admitting he had reccived any in-
ward injury, for a man of the Duke’s con-

fitution,
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ftitution, who had always apparently led fo
regalar a life: they then parted, mutually
pleafed with each other ; the Duke to think
his darling Adolphus Wwas 1 no danger, and'
that, throngh Vanval’s means, he thould be
able to place a {py upon the wild, ungovern-
able Bazile ; while Vanval was highly pleafed
to.find humfelf thus become the confident of
the Receiver General, and whom he had
always found to be a noble-fpirited, generous
man, and to think he now had it in his
power to torment Bazile, whofe conduct he
thought deferving the fevereit cenfure, with

__impunity. The latter met him at the door
when he returned, and hoped he had kept
his word.

. e

« You pat me in mind of /& Fountaine’s
S, Mr. Bazile,” faid Yanval, who, placed
. upon the back of a flage coach horfe afcending
& fleep hill, exclaimed—** How WE work !—
for you fuppofe yourfclf of much more con-
fequence  than you really are. His Giace

- mever mentioned your name.” ;
“«Xet
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s Yet intimate as he is with Mr. de
Melac, I fhould fuppofe he knows you are
upon the road to Paris, notwithftanding the
privacy of your errand.” '

Bizile did not take this hint 1 < After the
firt compliments, you {fpoke very low,
Va.nval——pra) why did you take that pre-
caution ?”’

« Not for fear of lifteners, Mr. Bazile;
for neither his Grace nor I entertained fo
mean an opinion of any of this company.”
Bazile coloured, and Julien fmiled, while
Vanval thus continued—* His Grace is not
fo well as T hoped to have found him; and
has been advifed not to raife his voice till he
is more Tecovered from the effects of his
fall ; however, he has done me the honour
to mwte me to vifit the Hotel de St.
Firmin’ y

““ Oh, now you are joking,” faid Bazile,
very much picqued ; « though his Grace
Is certainly very free for a man of his rank.”

* I am therefore aftonithed you fhould be

fo
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fo mruch aﬁ:a.id of him: Did Mr. de Melac
defire you to avoid his Grace, if accident
threw you in his way !

Bazile affected not to underftand thefe
broad hints, and was not forry when they
were fummoned to proceed on. their journey,
_and prefered a filent prayer that illnefs might
prevent the Duke from overtaking the dili-
gence any more before they reached Paris.

He had not been gone a quarter of an’
hour, when Adolphus came down, who had
not been afleep, but had withed toallow his
father full time to perufe theletters he had
put into his hands : not chufing, for obvious
reafons, to enquire how he had been-amufed,
he faid he felt himfelf quite refrethed, and -
was really very hungry.

« Such exccllent .news has given me an
appetite, my dear Adolphus; 1 dare fay our
dianer is ready—we will make enquiry”—it

~was very {oon brought in, and, during that
interval,
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interval, the Duke told his fon, he had not
half finithed the intercfting letters he had
given him to perufe; he muft therefore
entreat his permiffion to keep them  a little
longer, (mentioning what had interrupted
his reading). © Adolphus was highly amufedy
and protefted he would feign fome very
{erious caufe to confult Vanval in the even-

ing.

« I am truly happy,” faid the Duke,
« he thus opportuncly met with that mad-
brained, or more properly, weak youth ; for
he allows every defigning low knave to make
him his dupe, and be diverted:at his expence;
he has not even. fpirit enough to be a rake.”

The entrance of the waiters with their
dinner, put a ftop to the converfation; but
as foon as they were once more alone, the
Duke faid—¢¢ How, what would you advife
me to do with Baztle, my dear Adolphus?
I can no longer think of making a financier

of him ; and the want of courage, and knack
: of
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of boafting, he has betrayed ‘to-day, muft
convince you he would not iake a very good
figure at  the head of a regiment, when
called upon to exert his valour; for [ am.
certain ke would be the firft to run away.”
- * That 1s drawing rather anunfair con-
clufion, from what paflfed in our fight this
merning, my dear fir: 1 have known ins
ftances, and bave often heard it remarked by
many brave men, that thofe they have
thought the moft deficient in point of cou-
rage, have fometimes, when put to the teft,
deceived - their expectations: and ‘many
people, you k now, affert courage to be here-
ditary ; in that cafe, I will be anfwerable,
Bazile will never be deemed a coward ; but
even the braveft man is not always equally
difpofed to fight, though honour and a thirft
for glory often leads them on to victory,”

¢ [ agree with your obfervationsin many
refpets, and cannot fay I think myfelf defi-
cient in courage ; but if we are to believe our
valour is tranfmitted to our pofterity with
“our titles, too fuperabundant (hare of mine
- has
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has devolved to my eldeft fon, to allow me
to hope fuch a remark ftands good with re-
fpe&t to my youngeft ;——be{ides, you, my
Adolphus, are defcended frem a race of
heroes on V"y’bur mother’s fide. Your grand-
father, the Marechal de St. Eisglin; under

g

whom you ftudied the art’ of-waf;%rticdarly

diftinguifhed himfelf at the battle of Fon.

tenoy. © Few men were more truly deferving

the high military rank he bore. A German

in point of diftipline, yet beloved, nay

adored by every man under his command;

but you tread fo exa@tly in his fteps, that

thefe remarks are very fuperfluous. Your
mother has alfo proved herfelf a heroine !—

but fhe is every way fuperior to the reft of her

fex. 1have often, in former times, been

amazed at the &ric friendfhip fubfifting be-
tween her and Madame de Neufpont ; for

-never were two difpofitions lefs alike: I
really don’t think the Jatter ever was ferious

five minutes together, though fhe certainly

pofiefles a moft excellent heart; but gay to an

cxcefs :—fhe can laugh even at the moft fe-

rious
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rious incidents in human life. But to return.
to the {ubje&t of our argument, Madame de
Melac (the namé fhe bore in -her firft huf
band’s iife-time, and which I affumed at hér
requeft)was, as I have already told you, an
excellent woman' in her way ; ‘rather lovely
,than otherwife, and poflefled many eftimable
qualities, which have, 1 hope, failen to the
fhare of her daughters.

Bazile merely feems to have inherited
{what in her was very excufable)#lr pufa-
lanimity ; for fhe was timorous to an excefs;;
yet I really begin to hope your example, my
Adclphus; may bring about a reformation in
his manners and fentiments. With tRe affift-
ance of my worthy friend Vanval, I fhall be
able to learn how he fpcnds his time at Paris ;
his prefent companions can ouly lead him
into low.fociety ; but I have this confolation,
his dread of my anger will increafe with his
knowledge ofemy rank and fortune; and as

his own confequence wholly depends upon
; : . me,






3
AND ERMANCE. ]89

'CHAP. XIL

AT four o’clock the Duke and Adolphus
left Amiens, defirous toreach St. Jufte before
- the diligence, which, though it had fuch a1
advance upon them, and alfo went poft, only
Jjogged along at the rate of three miles an
hour ; they paffed it while it was changing
borfes ar Breteuil

Bazile and Berenger were as anxious to
conceal themfelves from the Duke de Civ-
rac, as the Duke de St. Piene was to efcape
their obfervation ; of courfe nothing paffed,
butaprofound bovéﬁnval addrefled to Adol-
phus, who returned the compliment, and
determined, with his father’s confent, to atk
the honeft Flamand to fup with them.

' They
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They reached St. Jufte before dufk, and
were fhewn, according to the ufual cu(t\ond,,
into alarge two-bedded room at the end of
an old fathioned gallery, with which all the
other apartments communicated.

Soon after they had.paffed the diligence,
the Duke de St. Piene recolle¢ted he had
not left any orders with his head clerk con-
cerning a veflel daily expected at Bunkirk,
fram Gaudaloupe, in which there was fome
confiderable property belonging to one of
his friends, configned to his care ; he there-
fore determined to write a few lines to Ma-
dame de Franval, and fend his letter exprefs
that evening, for fear any difagreeable cir-
cumitances might arife from his neglec.

7 He accordmgly fat down to write the mo-
ment they arrived ; and Adolphus (tepped
into the garden he faw facmg the windows
by way of ftretching hisilegs ; but his real
‘inducement to take this walk was the with:
he entertamed of fecing and ipeakmg to
Bazile, meaning to point out in the moft

gentle 4
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gentle manner, the impropricty of his pre-
fent{cheme. If he acknowledged (anf he
~ meant to put the queftion pretty home to
him) he was going to Paris unknown to his
father, he then intended to make ufe of the
moft perfuafive terms to take a polite leave
of his companions, and (et out upon his re-
turn to Havre. - He particularly wilthed
~ every anxiety for this filly youth thould be
banithed fro i his father’s mind before the
meeting with his mother ; ; and knew, could
he be once certain he was upon the road to
Harvre, without the attending Parafites, who
. would flatter even his vices, the Duke would
be perfectly eafy. To accelerate by every
means in his power fo defirable an event, he
paced the garden for fome time, revolving
in-his mind what "he fhould fay to Bazile ;
~ but upon hearinga carriage advance, came to-
wards the gate; after deciding to feize the
epportunity of his alighting, that he might
not lofe fight of him ; whena fervant in the
Marquxs de Neufpont’s livery came gallop-
mg into the inn yard, and jumped off his
_ horle.
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horfe. Adolphus made a fudden ftop, hardly
crediting the evidences of his eyes, and‘ad-
vanced a few fteps to take a nearer furve ey of
the man, whofe face he inftantly recolleéted,
he made another {top, loft in wonder. This
fervant was riding poft ; he muft call to know
where he was going; but had not {poke,
when a travelling poft coach and fix, he
knew belonged to the fame nobleman, fol-
lowed full {peed into the yard, attended by
feveral more f{ervants, among whom he re-
cogpized two belonging to his mother; for,
notwithftanding her refidence in the abbey
St. Antoine, fhe had ftill feveral male do-
meftics in her {uite, who lodged in the in-
ward courts of the convent. A thoufand
confufed ideas rufhed into his mind; but
the refleCtion that the Duchefs was certainly
in the carriage, roufed him, and he advanced
mechanically towards it, thinking wherc
the could be going. ¢ officious per-
fon bad certainly informed her of his late
accident, and fhe was upon the road to Dun-.

kirk ; then, as he had written to inform
e her
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« And I am convinced your admirers
“have increated with your years,” faid Adol-
phus, ¢ for you are {till the admiration of
the prefent, and are becoming that of the
_1ifing generation.” »

« There’s for you Minette, (the name
Madame de Neufpont uiually gave the
Duchefs) ; but you are really a ftrange queér
mortal (percetving tears of joy trickling
down her checks); you can bear forrow with
the moft heroic fortitude, but joy is fure to
overpower you. But come, let’s go into
the houfe, and call this rogue toan account
for appearing here thus unexpeltedly, on
purpofe, I do believe, to overturn our finc
concerted plan, notwithftanding our great
fecrecy ; for you muft know, de Civrac, we’
meant to have furprifed you by our fudden ap-
pearance at. Dunkirk ; but you have turned”
. the tables upon us : however, I prognofti-

cate you will be a.veﬁrcat General in time ;
I really think you keep fpies upon our con-
- du®, clfe how came you here fo very
apropos "

\

K2 ¢« When
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« When you chufe to allow mc time, Mar-
chionefs,” faid Adolphus, ©T will endea-
vour to exculpate myf{elf to your fatisfattion;
belicve me I am particularly bappy to fee
you look fo well and 1mn fuch excellent
{pirits.” :

<« Yet I never had greater reafon to be
forrowful,”” faid the Marchionefs ; “ but I
can’t afflume a ferious air; my troubles all
fink dgep into my heart, and there they re-
main {o well concealed no one is ever tempted
to pity me : give me a true tragedy heroine,’
who can weep and 'wail and ftalk about’
with her white handkerchief in her hand,
pouring out her lamentations to the yery
winds, fuch are fure to meet with commife-
mtxoq. : &

Adolphus looked rather ﬁsrprifed, and.
turned to his mother, who was wiping thc
pearly drops from her checks, but now faid,
with a {mile; * don’t look ferious, my dear
Adolphus, you know our gay friend is fond
of dealing in ambiguities fometimes ; but ¥
proteft _

.
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proteft this traly agreeable furprize has al-
moft proved too much for me.”

* Indeed you are very right,” faid the gay
Marchionefs ; “ now I never lofe the ufe of
my tongue ; more’s the pity, fome imperts
nent people would be apt to fay: the pre-
fent company # always excepted upon thefe
occafions, Adolphus; but you, Minette,.

.‘ever cry when you ought to laugh; wice
verfa, ¥ always laugh when I have reafon to
¢ry ; pray which is the fooft of a philofo-
pher, Adolphus 2

¢ As it may take him fome time to de-
cide,” faid the Duchefs, « with your leave,

| we will poftpone the argument till we have
alcended thefe excellent ftairs.”

A loquacious fille d’Auberge preceded
them into a roomn next the one occupied by
Adolphus and his father, who, amidft the
different fenfations his mother’s arrival had
-occafioned, had almoft fosgot his fellow tra-
~weller ; but as they approached his door, he
made a fort of involuntary fep; and unthink-
| : K 3 " ngly
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clamation and f{ubfequent behaviour, and
perceived he feemed buried in a reverie, and
to have totally forgot any one was prefent :
anxious, as may be fuppofed, fhe faid,
# pray what occafioned your fudden.ftop in
the paffage, Adolphus ; what made you in.
fuch hafte to precede us into the room.”
Roufed by thefe queflions, the Duke turned
round, and with fome dégree of hefitation
faid, ¢ Upon my word; my dear madam, I
Iwas not confcious of my rudenefs ; my late
furprife is all I can plead in extenuation of
my fauit.” * Advancing towards the door,
while the Duchefs affeted to laugh at his
gravity, convinced the abfence of mind he
had betrayed was not cccafioned by her ar-
sival, Adolphus, fearful his father fhould
come into the paffage, put to the door, while
the gay Marchionefs, having equally remarked
his reverie, faid ¢ [ proteft you don’t feem
to know what you are about de Civrac.”
Adolphus attempted to laugh off the remark,
though he could not help privately acknow-
kdgmg its juftice.

K 4 “ You
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s You are too much of a_novice in the art
of diffimulation, Duke, to blind fo fagacious
an obferver as mylelf,”” faid the Marchionefs;
 you may be an adept in rufe de guerres,
but don’t feem likély tc thine in rufes d'a-
wionr 3 for I am well convinced your travel-
ling coln‘panion does not come under the
denomination of a gentleman ; fome {mart
fittle Flamand roftlikely.  So to be honeft
at once, aad {ave me a world of uiglefs con.
TP OTes

At that moment Madame de St. Piene
exclaimed, ¢ for heaven’s faLe, Adolphus,
what is the matter 2>

Very unthinkingly, while liftening to Ma-
dame de Neufpont, though he had paid very
little attention to what fhe faid, he had taken
off his hat, which he had hitherto wore to
conceal what his mother now caught fight
of,, the black riband bouud round his head;
he was abforbed in thought, reflecting i
what manner to bring about the meeting. ;

between |
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between his pagents, wondering whether they -
would recolle& earh other, that he hardly
attended to his mother’s queftion, till fhe
.advanccd towards him; * what has hap-~
pened ? and why do you wear that rib-
band ?”" Angry with himfelf, for being fo in-
attentive, he faid, < really did not under-
ftand you at firft, my dear ma'am; the
~ warm weather made my huffar cap. <lLa%e my
temples, ‘and it is troublefome wrcn I wear
~my hat without that ribband.” At any
ether time this explanation would perfedly
¢ {atisfied the Duchefs, but fhe faw his
: was pre-occupicd, and could not help
fancying fomething preyed upon his fpirits ;
‘he looked as i he had been ill ; that idea
“was alone fufficient to alarm her ;—bis natu-
mal gaicty feemed totallf" to have forfaken
' lim, and Madame de Neufpont’s raillery re-
" miained wnanfwered; yet her conjc&ures
3% ~ concerning his companion were certainly er-
’Toneous Not chuﬁug to feem curious in
: that tefpe& the only made very pAmcuInr
enqmnes congcerning bis health; and received

K& YERY:
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. very fatisfaCory anfwers, andgevery affurance
moft likely to calm her fears. Madame de
Neufpont thought he had been ill, though
fhe affected not to perceive any aiteration in
his countenance fince they laft parted, rib-
band excepted, which fhe faid was a great
addition to his phyfiognomy 5 fhe had there-
fore taken it forgranted he wore it as an or-
nament : however, ill or well, he muft retura
with them to Dunkirk ; and travelling would
be of infinite fervice to them all ; for her
own part the had laboured under a very great
oppreffion of fpirits for the laft week.
Adolphus was too much eccupied in ar-
ranging his own plan to afk any explanation
of this laft phrafe, or even to enquire what
had occafioned their meeting ; only faid he.
was willing to accompany‘ them wherever
they chofe, and hoped the diffipation the.
variety ot objects would afford, would induce.

Madame de Neufpont to re-affume ht!
ufnal vivacity.

« Unfocial
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« Unfocial wretch!” faid the Marchi-
onefs; < your fany froid, when hinting at'
. my folly, is inimitable ! —How like your
father, the would have faid ;—mercy upon
me—your provoking raillery, man, has dif=
ordered my weak brain, but remember yoa
have not cleared yourfelf yet from the grave
accufations I have laid to your chaige ; fo
pray, firft of all, tell us how you came here,
and where you were going; for you fhall
now travel our road, which may prove a very
{fevere penance for your pivadilloes.”

¢« I was going to Paris, my dear ma’am,® |
sipon bufinefs of importance, and am rather
amazed to find my mother and you are fo
unacquainted with my intentions of leaving
Dunkirk,” mentioning the letter he had
~ wrote to the Duchefs on the day preceding
his departure.
<« Jam the occafion of her not havmg re-
ccived it,” faid the Marchione(s, ¢ for the
" left Paris three days ago mercly to oblige -
' me, and upon a-moft gencrous errand, wifh-
ing, if pofible, to reftore a filly romantic
K 6, " young
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syoung enthufiaft to the ufe of her fenfes;
unfortunately fhe has compleatly failed in
her undertaking ; for where no reafon is
given for ating abfurdly, ’tis in vain to en-
deavour to confute folly by argument—tis
like fighting with the wind—{o no wonder
your mother’s perfuafive cloquence was of no
avail.”
¢« Yet who could be deaf to her mild,
gentle accents ?” faid Adolphus ; ¢ but you
really delight in riddles, Marchionefs : am I
to put my magtnation to the rack, or do
youintend to explain your meaning ?”

“ 1 am very glad I have raifed your cu-~
riofity,” faid the Marchionefs; ¢ but re-
member I fhall think you exceflively filly,
if what I have to communicate gives you a
moment’s uneafinefs ; for you muft know,
Palmira, your betrothed bride has taken it
into-her head to fruftrate all our kind inten-
tions, by turning nun; and yet does not
chufe to give one plaofible reafon, in my
opitiion, for her Jolly and devotion, or more
properly cnthu‘ﬁafm, which is all fhe pleadss

' and
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and yet is fo determined in her refolution, ¥

am convinced fhe thinks the is-alting a very
meritorious part !”’

Adolpbus, really very much fuprifed,
“looked at his mother, who faid—:¢ There is:
no accounting for the caprice of either
young or old, my. dear Adolphus; and I
can’t place this fudden fervour (certainly the
effect of miftaken zecal) to any other caufe,
fince it renders my ftill favourite Palmua
deaf to the voice of reafon, and even {uppli-
eations of her indulgent parents.  This
ftrange refolution certainly proceeds from
fome fecret caufe we are unable to fathom ;
for it is as fudden as it is wonderful; yet L
can’t pretend to doubt the fincerity of her
vocation ; and 1f fhe 15 really atuated by
any religious fears or fcruples, the muft, if
they were not entirely removed, be miferable
“in the world : in a cloifter, as 1 have repeat-
edly told her, a num muft be a {aint, or the
exat reverfc of cvery thing that 1s. good 3
there is no middle path, and} make no dm;:t
' e
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fhe will prove an example to the houfe fhe
has chofen for her retreat.”’ . 3
~ < I don’t pretend to dive fo far into the
matter as you do, Minette,” faid the Mar-
chionefs = ¢ the nuns have difcovered the
filly giil's weak fide, and have feduced her
imagination by cxaggerated deferiptions of
the charms of a monadtic life : were I certain
fhe would never repent her precipitation, her
folly would give me no concern ; for that
{ort of devotion that forces a child t6 feclude
herfelf from her parents and friends, does not
appear to me to be very meritorious,” :
¢« Do not let us eondemn whatever is"
founded upon virtue,” faid the Duchefs;
¢ even prejudice in that cafe ought to be
refpected, and rehigious feruples, if they
can’t be removed, fhould ever be held
facred.” £
¢ Thus are my ineffeCtuals savings ever
filenced,” faid the Marchionefs ; but you, I
hope, Adolphus, will acknowledge I have -
great reafon te be low fpirited.” ;
"¢ I muft acknowledge Madame de Mm3

cove has formed a very ftrange refolution,
Mar-_ %
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Marchionefs ; but prefume you don’t mean

© to permit her to take the veil till fhe is five.

and twenty ; and between this and then a
thoufand unforefecn events may take place,
to induce her to alter her refolution.”

«“ Oh! the Marquis is o apgry, he de-
«clares fhe may take the veil to-moirow, if
fhe chufes ; he only requefted, as a parti-
cular favour, fhe would allow you to vifit
her, thinking (for your fex are all natwrally
vain) your perfuafions would have induced
her to draw comparifons not much in favour
of a monaftic life ; but fhe pofitively refufed

to oblige him; he thercfore protefls fhe -

means to realize the romance of the {piritual
Quixote, {o thinks it high time the {hould

bury herfelf and her abfurdities in a nun-:

nery ; and I am determined to bear my
misfortunes with patience, though I fhall
never forgive the old bigot whohas helped to
unfettle the deluded girl’s mind ; excufe me,

for I am talking of your dear pious aunt, '

Madame la Marechal de I'Hotelfain, who

fupports her by the moft {pecious arguments
n
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i her mad refolution, and who never {crg-
ples to wound the mofk generous minds, by
reverting to paft events, under the holy pre.
tence of religion. - Don’t be angry, Minette,
for I mufl {peak my mind of this female
tartuffe, a mere compolition of pride, folly,
ignorance, and fuperftition; and fhe has
infected Palmira with her tainted breath,
while fhe has poifoned her mind by argu-
ments a_child of two years old, in their
sight fenfes, might confute ; however, finds
ing 1t in yain to refcue the il-fated girl from:
her clutches, we left Senlis, and were coming,
polt hafte to Dunkirk to impart our melan~
eholy tale, and reccive your confolations.”

Adolphus ftood liftening, as fhe thought,
to what Madame de Neufpont faid ; but his
mind was {o differently occupied, he fcarcely
underftood a word, but fill continued in the
fame apparcntly attentive pofture after fhe

~bad ceafed fpeaking.. She contemplated
him in filence for a few feconds—then faid—
* When
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« When do yqu mean te favour us, Ijuke,
with the fubjet of your profound medi-
tations 2*” 5T
“ You won't allow me time toarrange my
tdeas, Marchionels,” faid the difcoucerted
Adolphus ; = yet would have accufzd me
of impolitenefs, had T interrupted you ; but
really you feem in fuck fpirits, I am half
tempted to believe you are joking with me.”
“ Though T never was ferious for half an
hour together in my life, de Civrac, I am
pofitively in earneft now ; and fhall be ab-
folutely grave if you mean to compleat the
tragedy by dying for love of afoolith girl $ou
never faw.”
.« I thould be very much aftonithed,” faid
the Duchefs, ¢ if any body were inclined to
pity or confole the mother whatever might
be their feclings with refpect to the daughter s
_but your’s is all forced gaicty, my lovely
 friend, merely affumed to conceal feelings
* which will do you the utmoft honour—{o
let’s change the fubje@.” A
‘ Madame
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Madame de Neufpont could not keep up
the farce any longer. She was a true French
woman in fome refpects, and pofiefled a flow
of fpirits which might lead undifcerning ob-
fervers to fancy the was deficient in point of
feeling : befides, fhe was very unwilling to
allow ; age crept on in {pite of her vivacity ;
yet the poflefied a moft excellent heart, and
would have facrificed her life to ferve her
firlt and dearell friend, whofe early misfor-
tunes, borne with fuch heroic fortitude; yet
meek humility, made her loock up to her
with the fame awe and reverence the would
have done her literary faint. ~ Having taken
a turn to the window to wipe away fome tears
fhe had not been able otherwife to difperfe,

“and to drink a glafs of water her woman had
brought her, fhe returned again towards
Adolphus, faying, ¢ You have refided among
thofe grofs Flamands, Duke, till you have
loft all your politenefs—do you fuppofe nei-
ther your mother nor me required any re<
frefhment after our dirty ride, not to men= :

tion our fubfequent furprife and flurry
Adolphus,
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Adolphus, perfe&tly confcious he deferved
‘this reproof, tried to repair his want of atten-
tion; fome wine was ordered, and he pre;-
vailed upon both ladies to drink a glafs, to
corret the water ; but as the fervants were
now bringing in the baggage, and afking
queftions, Adolphus feized the opportunity
to retire towards the window, and wrote
with a pencil upon the cover of ‘a letter the
following words

* My dear Madame de Neufpont, frame
fome excufe to requeft a few minutes private
audience with your dewvored flave, who has
fomething of the utmoft importance to com=
municate refpeting your beft friend.” =

He foon caught the Marchionefs’s eyes,
and flipped the paper into her hand, under
pretence of calling for fomething eut of the
carriage. ~ She immediately went into the
gallery to read it; from the moment they
had entered their apartment, fhe had fuf~
pe@ted Adolphus had fomething upon his
mmd bis requeft, therefore, flattered her

: exceedingly,
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exceedingly, and very anxious to learn this
important fecret, fhe returned into the
room, refolving 1n her own mind fome
fcheme to fee the Duke alone : fhe {at down
for a few feconds, gave a figh, which Adol-
phus remarked, and advifed her to drink
another glafs of wine. ¢ You think, T pre-
fume, my brain is not fufficiently upon the
whirl at prefent, Duke ; but do give your
arm, and let us go and take a turn in the
garden you came out of : I have fomething
for your private ear ; excufe us for a fhort
time, Minette; you can order fupper the
while.” :

« Mighty well,” faid the Duchefs; ¢ but
if you exceed a quarter of an hour, I fhall
-come in fearch of you.” “They were leaving -
the room when her Grace, who was parti-
cularly anxious to difcover who was in the
next apartment, faid, « Where fhall we
fup P~—your’s is the beft room, they fay,
Adolphus,” :

« I fhould long fince have made an offer
ef it, my dear ma’am, if an officer, a ﬁ'ien:f
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of mine (for I mean to convince you both it *
isnot a lady) was not a little indifpofed,
and I did not wifh te have him difturbed juft
now, but I hope he will be well enough to
allow us to fup here.”
¢ I beg the gentleman may not be de-
- ranged upon our account,’” faid the Duchefs,
rather more fatisfied ; but Adolphus, fear-
ful his father might have finithed his letter,
and come out into the gallery during his ab-*
dence, was again embarrafled how to ad,
and whether he ought or not to go into the .
garden, as all his precautions would be ren~
dered  ufelefs, if they fhould fee and know
each other after fuch an abfence ;" he there-
fore intreated Madame de Neufpont would.
allow him to ftep in to hisfriend before he
" attended her down ftairsz his look, while he
made this requeft, convinced her his com-
panion, whoever he was, was concerned in
the pending myftery ; fhe therefore defired -
he would be expeditious, elfe fhe fhould
 think he was in no hafte o hear her mighty
fcegrg't

Adolphus,
2 Y
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Adolphus hardly allowed her to ceae
{peaking, erc he hurried into the next room,
and took care to fhut too the door after him,
before he looked round, and was almoft in-
ftantly feized by his impatient father, who
trembled every joint of him: * Who was

“that I faw alight juft now ?” was his firft
word—¢¢ it muft be her—it certainly was
your mother—{peak, my dearcft Adolphus—
only let me know whether I am under the-
fame roof with Madame de St. Piene.”

¢ You certainly are, my dear Sir ; but for
heaven’s fake calm thefe tranfports : as yet
my mother has ‘not the flighteft {uflpicion of
the pleafurc that awaits her.” :

«Iam perfectly happy, my Adolphus,”™
faid the Duke, while in fufpence ; * I hardly
know how I felt—but now I am at a certainy
1 can compofe myfelf ; I thought you would
never have returned ; I firft faw the livery—
but did not you expect to meet hCl‘—dld
not you ?” "

¢ Upon my honour my dear Su'," faxd
Adolphus, « our ‘mecting was wholly un-

expedted

T3k
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BA[ADAME de Neufpont protefted he
had been abfent half an hour, when he re-

urned, and inflantly caught hold of hisarm,
“faying, “ Comc along; it will be quite
dark ; I have half 4 mind to keep you in
fulpence till to-morrow.”

Madatne de St. Piene afked her fon how
‘he had found his fricnd.

¢ Much better, my dear ma’am, and very
impaticnt to be introduced to you, that he
may have the pleafure of renewing his ac-

quaintance with you,” :
‘4 « Oh!
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< Oh! then it is fome gentleman I hawe
known,” faid the Duchefs. .

“ Wasthere ever {uch a curious creature »?
faid the Marchionefs : « come along, Duke;
you fthail not ftay to enter into a thoufand
details concerning your fick companion—
Lurry him out of the room :”” The moment
they were out of hearing,—< Now for pity’s
fake, my dear fellow, don’t keep me-in fuf=
pence—you know it dees not fuit my dift
pof.tlon—\Vho have you got in thar next
room ¢’

% I do not tmean to be very prolix, my
dear ma’am,”” faid Adolphus, as T with you,
with every precaution your friendfhip can
infpire you with, to prepare my mother to
receive this companion of mine, who is no
other than the Duke de St. Piene, my
father,—in one word, who has fo long been

. fuppofed dead.”

% Oh ! my poor dear Minette,” faid thci
Marchionefs, “half breathlefs, and fitting
down upon a bench they were near, to give
vent to a violent burft of tears: her firft

& VOL.NIT. L emotion

L3 : -

i
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cmotion was fucceeded by a fhout of mirth;
fhe then protefled fhe grew foolith as fhe
grew older ;—< but come, do tcll me more,
dear Adolphus:—no, no, I won’t hear a
word—I will have it all from the firft hand :—
come, do let’s go m.”

Adolphus reminded her fhe was rather too
much agitated to return immediately,‘and
begoed fhe would be very cautious how fhe
broke the welcome news to his mother:  She
foon wiped her eyes, and declared this was
by far the moft difagreeable commifiion fhe
had ever undertaken; but would take a
turn or two in the garden to compofe her
agitated {pirits.

They had jufl reached the foot of the
frairs which came down under a large arch-
way, forring the entrance into the inn yard,
when who fhould comc laughing towards
them, having juft alighted from the-dili-
gence, which did not drive in, but Baz.lle
and his companion. The moment, hqyg L
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ever, he caught fight of the Duke, Bazile
turned upon his heel—it began tobe dark—
he therefore hoped to efcape unperceived ;
but in his hafty retreat he had ncarly overfet
the furgeon, who was clofe behind him, and
now begged to know what he had feen to
alarm him. Adelphus. faw Vanval, and
waited a moment till he came near; then
faid—< Remember, my good friend, I fhall
expe@ an-early vifit at I’Hotel de St.°
Firmin.”

The {urgeon, {ecing his Grace in company
with a lady, whofe drefs and appearance
announced her to be of fome diftin&ion,
imagined he could not fee either him or the
Receiver General that evening; thercfore
bowed, and faid he fhould certainly do him-
~ feIf that honour. While they wete going
up ftairs, Madame de Neufpont faid—¢< Do,
my dear Adolphus, contrive to let me fee my
. dearand long-loft friend before I enter upon
my arduous tafk ; for you muft know I can
“hardly perfuade myfelf all I have heard is not

L:2 an
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an illufion of my poor brain—I am certain
1 fhall know the Duke again, let him be
ever fo much altered.”

« ] won’t ftop a moment—I find you
don’t place much faith in my veracity,”
faid Adolphus; < however, you fhall be
convinced I don’t mean to impofe upon
you, if I can afford you an opportunity,
‘unperceived by Madame de St. Piene, who
was aftonithed to fee them return fo fpeedily,
fhe faid, confidering the important bufinefs
they went upon.

« Oh! foop,” faid my Minette;  but
the garden is really fo well laid out, with.
fuch tafte and clegﬁnce, we came back to
prevail upon you to take a fhort turn, but
while we were coming up ftairs, I refletted
upon fomething elfe I want to communicate
,to‘Adolphus—fo do take Annette with you,
and I will follow you in two minutes. - You
deal in myfteries to-night.” AW
- ¢« My good friend,” faid the Duchef;
“ but rcmember I fhall foon be tired of

walking
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been, began to be anxious for the expected
faminons ; and  this ‘quarter of an hour
feemed ah age to the impatient Duke. Ma-
dame de Neufpont @il endeavoured to de-
lay time, till the 'Duchefs, hearing ler fon’s
voice in thenext room, gave three raps witl
her hand upon the partition, which brought
‘ Adolphus to her in a moment; fearful the wel-
come news had proved—too much for her, and
that” Madame de Neufpont wanted affift~
‘ance. Thé Duke followed his fon out to
liften at the door ;* the moment he heard his:
wife exclaim, « Oh, my fon'! where, where:
is he 2 he rufhed in—* thereis the impol~
tor,” faid the Marchionefs. ]

«« No, it 1s himfelf,” faid the Duchefs,
finking into her enraptured bufband’s arms,
and all their paft forrows feemed. to be for-

got in this embrace.

‘When they were rather more conipof“ d,
the Duke faid, looking at his wife, « he was

afraid fhe would have great reafon to fuppofe
he
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While the Duke was at a lofs either to
exprefs his joy or his gratitude for bis wife’s
paft and prefent exemplary behaviour, Adol- . -
pbus: participated moft fincerely in their
mutual feeling; and this joyful re-union
.Afe'cmcd' to malke him dearer, if poffible, to
his now happy parents, who each gloried in a
{fon both had {uch reafon to be proud of.

Madame de Neufpont’s galety exceeded
- all bounds, as (he protefted fhe had not dared
give way to her natural difpofition. in her
friend’s prefence for the laft four-and-twenty
years ; but fince the fpell fhe had' always
attributed to Madame de I'Hotelfain's pious
{carification of the Duke was broken, fhe
believed fhe fhould forgive the “old bigot,,
not though fhe attributed bher own mis-
fortunes in a great meafure to. her roling
paffion.

<« T hope you don’t ufe the word misfor=
tune in its full fenfe, my gay friend,” faid

* the Duke ; bleft with an amiable hufband
5 and
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and two lovely -daughters, through what
channel can calamity have réached: you?”

¢« It we had not real evils, you know St,
Piene, we conjure up imaginary ones; but
T am pofitively fretting formy eldelt daugh-
| ter’s folly, repeating what fhe bad already
told ‘Ado]phus, who had meither time nor
inclination to enter upon the fubjet; in-
deed he had paid fo little attention to what
Madame de Neufpont faid, he muft have
made a'very ftrange ftory ofit to the Duke,

His Grace exprefled his furprife at fo
young a perfon’s forming fo ftrange a refo-
lution ; blamed Madame de St. I’Hotelfain,
yet declared' he thought himfelf obliged to
her zeal, as the mark fhe aflixed upon his
fhoulder might have ferved to prove the
identity of his. perfon : ftill it was very odd
the [bould have gained fuch an afcendency
over, Palmira’s mind ; and it was {till more
wonderful the did not chufe to give fome
ftronger reafon for {o fudden a change in her
difpofition.  Unwilling to talk any more.

upon
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upon the fubjectin fo happy a moment, and

thinking . the amiable couple could very well

difpenfe with her company for a fhort time,
fhe rofe from her feaf, and atked Adolphus

Lif he vyould accompany her to {ee how their
Fupper went on.  Actuated by the fame mo-
tive, he followed her into the next room,

where the Marchionefs entered into feveral

- details refpecting Palmira’s ftrange determi-
nation, which fhe folely attributed to Ma-

dame de 'Hotellain, ¢ However, my dear

Adolphus,” fhe proceeded, ““if I was to take

leave of my fenfes. likewife, you know it

would not mend the matter. Your truly

amiable miother, who entertained a much

more favourable opinion of her thaa the de-

ferves, is as much, nay, as fhe is {o truly kind,

perhaps more hurt at her folly than I am.

All there is to be faid is, if the infatuated

filly girl repents when it is too late, the won’t

‘have any one to blame but herlelf. You
have {een my youngeft daughter, my fifter

writes me word, ang:did not feem d'rfpleafed

with her ; fhe bears mther tco much, refem-

blance
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blance to her giddy mother, but that failing
may mend; and as neither the Duchefs nor
myfelf could fuppofe you were in love with
.the wonld-be-run, knowing you are not at all
inclined to be romantic, and that mere re-
port feldom excites that fentiment, weﬁ
tnftead of returning to Paris, when we found .
we hiad no chance of {ucceeding with Pal-
mira, were haftening away to Bourbourg to'
fetch Ermance home, wilhing to ftudy her
- difpofition, 'who had feen tittle of the world ;.
and try if we could anfwer to our confciences

to recommend her to fupply the place of her
fifter.”

- Adolphus was nowa moft attentive audi- "
tor; Letried to look ferious while Madame
‘de Neufpont was bewailing Palmica’s per-
verfenels ; but joy fparkled in his eyes at the
conelufion of her fpeech. - Stifling his feel-
ings as much as he was able, he ‘only gave

Mzdame de Neufpont to underftand, he
fhould be bappy to meet: her propofal 3 and
gave her fome account of-what had paffed

during
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Adolphus had faid, repeated part of their
converfation, and hoped his Grace would not
withold his confent to the propoied union.

« My firft, nay, my greateft with, Mar-
chionefs, is to fee my {on completely happy;
and I think he ftands every « chance of being

fo with the amiable Lrmance, whom I foon
.difcovered Adolphus coloured and
looked at his father, who laughed at his con-
fufion.— What, I {uppefe he has not told -
you the lovely canonefs ftole his hea:t, and
~made him almoft repent his previous en-
gagement to Palmira.”

« Isit pofiible,” faid Madame de Neuf-
pont ; ¢ has my little Ermance made {o fa-
vourable an impreffion during that period?
I fhall now glory in her being like myfelf.”

The Duke mentioned his {on’s half ac-
_knowledgment, and what paffed between
them upon the fubject; affuring the ladies
he meant to have objected to hIS fon’s mar-

rymg
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marrying Palmira, and to have given them
his reafons for {o doing.

_ ¢ L’homme propofe, et Dieu difpofe—is ve-
rified in this inftance,” faid the Duchefs. -
- I fhall think no more of the réclufe,”
faid the Marchionefs, ¢ fince I fhall thus, at
all events, be related to my beft friends.” -

Before they‘fcpﬁrated for the night, it was
‘agreed they thould fet out for Paris in the
morning ; and Madame de Neufpont de-
clared fhe would difpatch an exprefs to her
fifter ‘before fhe left St. Jufte, to entreat
fhe would accompany Ermance to Paris as
foon as poffible; though fhe fhould not
enter into any details, as fhe withed herfelf
to inform Ermance of her happy profpeét.
It was midnight before they retired.

Adolphus was very happy when he found -
himfelf alone, and at liberty to refle€t upon
the occurrences of the evening: how fin-
cerely did he rejoice to think his father and

mother
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mother were thus happily reftored to each
other: Ermance next came acrofs him ;—
with what pleafure did he refle€t upon all
that had paffed at Ypres;—he could not
doubt the fincerity of Palmira’s vocation,
fince it had ploduced fo agrecable and un-.
expected a change in his matrimonial prof~

" pes 3 he fhould be at liberty to fpeak the
language of his heart when he next addrefied
Ermance | —with what raptures did lxgénn
cipate their meeting |—their love was rec-
procal, he was convinced.

Thefe agreeable retrofpettions kept him.
awake till the clock ftruck two, when he
tried to compofe himfelf to fleep; but found
it rather difficult till about three; he had
nearly forgot himfelf, when fomething came

“with great- force againft his chamber door;
‘e liftened for a moment, and heard fome-.
body in the pafTage; inftantly jumpedbut
of bed, as the firft idea that ftruck him was,
that his motherwas ill ; but before he reached
his door, which he had faftened, he heard
different
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different voices in the gallery, therefore ftop-
ped to liften;-and was almoft inftantly fa-
luted with another rat-tat ; without {peaking
he opened the door with a. very fudden mo-
tion, calling out—< What is the matter
" when Dbehold, to his no fmall furprife, and
" real anger, who fhould he difcover by the
-light of the moon, but Bazile and his two
companions, drunk, and laughing at the
heroic feat.they had done; but the fight of
thé Duke, and his voice, which, much as
Bazile was intoxicated, he recolle@ed, made
him inftantly attempt a retreat; when in
trying to pafs his companions in the paflage, .
he fell at his length, who left him to get up
as he could, and made the beft of their way
down ftairs. Adolphus called to them and
protefted if they did not immediately with-
draw to their own room, they thould feel the
weight of his power in the morning. During
~ this time Bazile was trying to recover his .
 feet, and had juft fucceeded, when Adolphus
feized him by the collar, and dragged him
- into his own room, faying, I think I have
: the
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the advantage of knowing you, Sir; and as
1 prefume you have fomething of importance
tofay to me, fince you thus chofe to difturb
my reft, I defire you would pleafe to be

explicit.”” -

His greateft enemies might have pitied
the terrified, trembling Bazile at this unfor-
* tunate junGure; to be thus caught at fuch
an unfeafonable hour, rioting and in liquor,
and thus far on his road to Paris, by the man '
of all others he moft dreaded, foon brought
him to his recolle¢tion : what to fay or do,
he could not tell;—what excufe could he
malce for breaking his reft? he only hoped
it was not light enough for the Duke to be
certain as. to his perfon, and withed, if pof-

fible, to make his retreat withont {peaking;
he merely mumbled out fome incoherent
excufes, and affe¢ted not to know who he
was addrefling.

“ Mr. Bazile de Melac, I am afraid you

are troubled with a very fhort memory,”
faid .
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E, faid Adolphus, thutung his door, ¢ and are
| not near fo much intoxicated as you would
- make me believe ;—but do me the favour
| to take poffeffion of that bed,” pointing to
another empty one in his room; < I dor’t
“mean to force you to fet up all night.”

[ Bazile ftared, ftammered out—¢ T beg
vour Grace ten thoufand pardons—had I
known you {lept in this room.”

I dare fay,” faid Adolphus, interrupting
him,  you would have allowed me to reft in
peace ; but had you thought you could have
done it with impunity, you would have dif-
turbed thewhole houfe for the fake ofafrolic !”

/2 could not{leep, your Grace ; the houfe
is {o full they made us treble beds in the room
where we flept : and there being two nuns of
! our party, who flept in fome adjoining apart-

ment, it was propofed by fome of the com-

" pany to go and frighten them. I tried to
perfuade them againft ading fo foolifhly.”

¢ That I don’t doubt, Mr. Bazile, nay,

- can eafily fuppofe you were forced to accom-

VOL. II. M pany.
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pany them upon this glorious expedition ;
however, take poffefiion of the bed I have
allotted you, as I don’t mean to expiate upon
the impropriety of your behaviour juft now
to the company I find you in, whofe chief
ftudy, and greateft amufement 1s wanton
mifchief, and what they term reputable
folly ; but fuch folly feldom efcapes unpu-
nithed : and that you have undertaken this
journey with fuch companions, and in {uch
a conveyance, for I know you alighted from
the diligence unknown to your excellent
father, 1 have not the {flighteft doubt;
judge therefore how you muft ftand in my
efteem:—A very finc excufe truly, for a
young man of your age to fay you were
drawn in to a@ abfurdly !—what benefit, ia
that cafe, pray, have you derived from the
education you have received? your father’s
numerous virtues and exemplary conduft
makes the flighteft deviation in_your duty
towards fuch a parent an abfolute crime: 1
have hardly common patience with you,
when T refle¢ upon the anxious moments

.you have already, and continuc 0, occafion
that
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that beft of men! However, Sir, if after what
T have faid you can reconcile yourfelf to the
ftcp you have taken, purfue your journey,
your prefent wild career, till dread of being
difhonoured by follies, which will foon dege-
nerate into crimes, forces your amiable
father, much againft his. will, to confine you
for life in fome of thofe houfes fet'apart for
the retreat of yoﬁng men, who rebel, as you
are at prefent doing, againft parental autho-
rity,—Den’t fancy I fhall endeavour to
widen the breach you arc making with the
man cf all others I refpect and revere: a
very fhort time may perhaps convince you,
Bazile, my praétice acccords with my pre-
cepts; that you may, nay I perceived were
rather in liquor, I can allow, and muft fay
L think it affords you a very fatisfactory
excufe for difturbing me by your clamour;
but for fear any-other company fhould be
equal fufferers through your excefles, let me
once more ferioufly adyife you togoto bed ;
you can fce your way, and I will take care
- you fhall be called in time to purfue your
M 2 Journey—.
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journey—a few hours reft may preventiyour |
“ being a fufferer from the effects of your in- |

temperance.  Surely if any man could ever
fce himfelf drunk, he would forfvear fo low
and defpifcable a vice.?

¢ Ado]phus returned into bed immediately
after he ‘had fhut his door, though ‘he had

placed Bazile in the moft advantageous fitua-

tion to obferve hislooks during this harang{xe: ;

he now no longer expected to prevent him -
. from purfuing his journey—certain no argu-

“ments he thould chufe tc make ufe of, would |

induce theweak youth, willingly, torelinquifh
the pleafureshe hoped to enjoyat Paris. Adol-

phus had given orders to be called before the |

diligence went off, withing to fee the furgeon; |
therefore knew he fhould keep his word-

with Bazile; who, as foon as the Duke
ceafed fpeaking, again made an attempt to
gxcufe hlmtelf :

Adolphus mterrupted him by faying
—< A few hours repofe will cleas your:

intelle&s, Mr. Bazile, and cnable you to.

enter
-
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enter upon your defence with rather more

perfpicuity than you are favoured with at”

prefent :—reflet on what*I have faid, and
remember it is in your power to.convince me
_you have been imprudently drawn in to un-
dertake an enterprize unknown to- your
father, who, I know, fent you upona vifit

to fome relations at Havre : you may fill-

re-trace your fteps, and proceed thither; I
will undertake to procure you a carriage for
your journey, and, to make your excufes to
your prefent companions ; one of my fervants
fhall accompany you :—I give you my word
of honour your father fhall never have room
to {uppofe you were remindful of your duty ;
if you are inclined to follow my advice,
write to the Receiver-General, as {foonas you
reach the place of your deftination, and ho-
neftly “confefs your intention of going to
Paris ; don’t mention me; let him fuppofe
you refleted upon the natural uneafingfs
your wild conduct muft give him, and that
refle@ions induced you to return to Havre :
thus will you raife yourfelf in his and my

efteem

"









