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PREFACE.

o

EVER since my pen has been a servant of
the public I have felt a considerable degree
of anxiety about publishing any Novel of
which the scenes are drawn from common
life—The first rule of such a composition is,
that the charaéters contained in it be natural
ones;—the next, that they shall have a little
strength ofeolouring given to them to render
them aceeptable in fiction.—Being natural,
every reader of course finds in them some
resemblance either to the minds or manners
of some of his acquaintance; and if these
persons happen also to be known to the
author, he is iiﬁ&xediately accused of per-
sonality ; and every page of his book is con=
strued into a caricature of some existing in=
dividual, .
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il PREFACE.

Now: I do not take upon me to decide
whether, in those who form these construc-
tions, the error arites from a confined know-
ledge of the earth’s inhabitants; that, being
acquainted with only one of a kind, they
conclude every like to be the same; as was
the case with an old lady, who, never having
seen any grey parrot but her own, éntertained
no- doubt of a coloured representation which
was shown her of a grey parrot, being her
own grey parrot; or from the worse motive
of endeavo\uring to mortify those to whom
they point out a resemblance.—1I say mortify,
because L have invariably remarked, that they
are the disagreeable, never the pleasant charae-
tersof any tale to which these resemblancesare
traced ; and therefore I am much inclined to
apprehend that illibefality is too often the
magnifying glass through which the likeness
is discovered :—However, be the cause what
it may, aware'that I was once most unjust!y
charged with an accusation of this nature, I
trust that from the liberal minded I shall gain
ready beljef when I assert, that, however
meagre my own invention, I never did, nor
ever will supply the deficiency by sporting

-
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/ with the foibles even of an enemy} much less
of a friend; that I hold both charvaéters, in
this respeét, equally sacred; that T consider
the author who dips his pen but one hair’s
breath into the dirty water of personal satire,
to deserve only contempt from the world,
however ingenious the materials which he
may extraét from such impolitic daring, to
teeat it with ; and the dullest of all authors
who religiously refuses to make toys of the
feelings of his fellow beings, 2 million tiwes
his superior in the scale of merit,

The present age savours so much of the
world turned up side down, that the progress
of daily events furnishes an author with su=
perabundant matter, witheut placing him
under the necessity of making his observa-
tions upon his neighbour’s fire-side circle, in
order to catch hints for his pen; as we
are told authors “used to be o&iged to do;,
when human beings were more famed for
regularity of conduft and decorum of man-
ners.  Numerous inversions of customs have
taken place in this age of reform, “which
afford the novelist subjects that were never -
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known to his predecessors of half’ a cen-

tury ago ; then boarding school girls were

only employed in making puff-paste and

ironing rufiles; mnow they are studying

how to captivate lovers and atchieve elope-

ments :—married women were then employed

in going to market and bringing up their

children; now they are engaged in studying

languages and learning to draw, in order to

make up for time mis-spent at school; add to

these, modern philosophers studying to im-

prove the struGture of frogs, by giving them

silver legs to leap upon, instead of those nature

designed for their use; interesting females

who cannot calculate the amount of five

yards of five-penny ribbon at their milliner’s

shop, heating great generals at chess; those

greal generals surpassing them again in the

compusition of sonnets to sun-beams and but-

terfies; and little poctical Laura Marias, not
six months entered into their teens, who at-

tack you at every turn with, « Pray, Sir,
have you tead e lay of the last Minstrel > :

But‘aﬁer all, ‘these copious materials act
towards the formation of a whole only like &
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- painter’s colour box towards the composition
of a picture ; the lights and shades are full as
difficult to group upon paper as upon can-
vass; and the impression also under which
they meet the observation of those to whose
contemplation they are offered, has great
weight in producing the approbation or
censure which they meet with; — for in-
stance, any one who had been charmed with
the wild and spirited exertions of the inimitable
Fuseli’s masterly pencil in the delineation of
Macheth and the Weird Sisters; or, of the
Fairies in the Midsummer Night's Dream ;
and desiring, from the pleasure which he had
received from viewing these paintings, to be
shown another by the same designer, and to
have produced to him the simple ﬁgture of an
unadorned rustic; would in all probability
be disappointed, however perfeét and ex_
quisite of its kind that piece might in every

" Tespet be, because -it was not in the same
style as those which had already charmed
him.—Tn the same situation stands the author
Wwho has lately been accustomed to appear to
the world in the glittering garb of courts,
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castles, processions, battles, and mysteries,
when he enters their presence in plain attire,
and attempts only to delineate common place
. events and charaéters with fidelity to nature.
—This, in the present instance, is my case;
but trusting that of the numerous ngvel
readers of the present day, an equal propor-
. tion at least, still retains a relish for what is
natural and consistent, I feel no hesitation in
occagsionally quitting the gloomy and terrific
tracks of a Radcliffe to become an humble
follower of the more lively walks of a Burney
and a Robinson.

In the subsequent pages I am conscious in
only one instance of owing any thing to
those who have gone before me; and that is
my first idea of the charater of Sir Jasper
Wormeaten, which originally arese to my
mind from contemplating that of Lord Ogle-
by. I considered that the lapse of nearly
~ forty yéars had rendered an old beau so dif-
ferent a being to what he was ab the period
that the admirable comedy of the Clandestine
Marriage made its appearance, that the
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ground might safely, if not with novelty, be
*trodden over again; and I doubt not from
the change which has talen place in dress
and manners since that day, whether the
imitation would be at all observable were it
not pointed out, which it is my choice to do;
as I do not wish to claim any greater degree
of originality than is my due;— To be
spoken of as I am, nothing extenuated nor
aught set down in malice,” is the rule by
which I always wish to be tried at the bar of
criticism.,

If an author is not utterly destitute of every
generous feeling, in proportion to the in-
dulgence with which he has been treated
by the public are his apprehensions for
the fate of every novelty which he submits to
the fiat of its decisive voice :—sensible of the
increasing obligations which I am under to
its candour, gratitude will ever impel me to
exert my powers to the utmost for its future
entertainment. Success shall never hurry me
into the unpardonable error of omitting to
pay that attention to every page I publish,
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sage would permit him to do, as if appre-_
hensive of taking cold from the draught
which blew through it.

On one side of the passage was a ﬂlght of
stairs leading to various mean habitations,
and on the last step of these, sat a little girl
about five years of age, weeping bitterly,
whose sobs were unhecded by the persons
near her, till they attracted the notice of a
drummer-boy, who appeared to be at most
twice her own age, and who desisted from
praétising a roll on his drum, to ask her what
she eried for.

At the moment he asked the question, the
gentleman whom we have just before men-
~ tioned, attrafted likewise by her tears,
stopped opposite to her, listening for her
teply to the demand of the drummer-boy.

“My mammy and sister,” answered the
little girl, “ are both very sick, almost dying,
and they have not a bit of bread to eat; and I
have had no viétuals to-day myself; and I
am so hungry: O dear! O dear!” and with
these words she burstinto a fresh flood of tears.

. “ I have got a penny, I’ll give you if you
like,” said the little drummer-boy, producing
it as he spoke.
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namely the poverty and dirt of the apartment, _
were a woman and a child in bed; these he
concluded to be the sick mother and sister of
whom the little girl had spoken; and he was
appmar,hmg towards the bed to address the
former of the two, when he caught a glimpse
of a man’s head and arm which peeped out
from behind it.

This circumstance, added to the recollec-
tion of the part of the town he was in, the
strangeness of the place, and the distance of
the chamber from the street, gave him imme-
diately suspicions of an unpleasant nature,
which made him resolve to be gone without
delay ; accordingly, colleGting sufficient pre-
sence of mind to say, “I have no money in
my pocket, but I’ll dall upon you again with
some presently,” he ran down stairs as qulckly
as he was able.

As soon as he reached the street, he began
to refleét deliberately on the circumstances of
which he had justbeen a witness: he consi-
dered that if the persons whom he had seen
were indeed in dislress, in sickness, and in
poverty, it was a duty which he ewed to
bumanity to see them relieved; if, on the
conlrary, they were dishonest charagters, it
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narrative :—Mr. Leuwitzer was a native of
Hamburg; his father, a German by birth,
had been a merchant in that city ; his mother
who was now alse dead, had been an English
woman, the daughter ofa British officer who
had died abroad; to the trade of his father
Mr. Leuwitzer had succeeded jointly with a
cousin the son of a deceased uncle; by atten-
tion and-industry,“they had ensured themselves
prosperity, and in the course of a few years
after their becoming the principals of the
house, they so greafly extended its connex-
ions, as to make it neCessary that one
of the partners should reside in Eng-
land, e

For this purpose Mr. Leuwitzer was cho-
sen, from various causes which it is here
unnecessary to detail, and at the age of
thirty-one he arrived in England with his
only sister; who from attachment to him,
and a desire to sece the country which
had given birth to her mother, accompanied
him.

They took up their abode in London, as
being the spot where Mr. Leuwitzer’s pre-
sence was to be of service to their commerece.
Mr. Leuwitzer having always been in the
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, habit of writing the English and French
letters of his own house, was tolerably well
acquainted with the former of the two lan-
guages, and when he found himself deficient
in eXpressing himself in it, he had re-
course to the latter, which is now become an
auxiliary to almost every tongue in the
world. :

The letters of recommendation which Mt.
Leuwitzer had brought over, procured for
himself and his sister, many pleasant ac-
quaintances, and some valuable friends;
and their constant intercourse with English
society, gave them in a very short time
nearly all the fuacility of expression, with
which a native could use the language.

Erough however of their language : let us
inquire into the more material qualities of
their hearts, Mr. Leuwitzer had been edi-
cated at that period when already the disco-
very had been made that something more
than the knowledge of Geography and Arith-
metic is necessary to the education of the
merchant as weil as the gentleman; accor-
dingly no expence had been spared in ren-
dering him acquainted with every manly
science, as well as every polite acquirement

-

B 3
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, the time he was first introduced to our ac-
quaintance, he was on his way to one of the
coaches which passed his house several times
in the course of the day.

The cause which detained him we are al-
ready informed of; and we will now proceed
to the sequel of his adventure. Arrived at
the office in Bow-street, he explained his
motive for visiting it, and a couple of officers
were direétly ordered to go and make an in-
vestigation of the house; Mr. Leuwitzer de-
clared his intention of going with them, and
‘they returned to it together.

The door of the apartment into which
Mr. Leuwitzer had a short time before been
ushered by the little girl, they now found
shut'and locked ; but the moment they stop-
ped before it, they heard a child crying with-
in; they called aloud, desiring the door 1o
be‘opene)‘ - « I can’t; I ean't,” replied the
voice of a child; and as some minutes passed
and no one else was heard to speak, one of
the officers placed his shoulder to the door, and

. forced it off the lock.

In the middle of the apartment stood the
little girl whem Mr. Leuwitzer had beforer

20







HUMAN BEINGS. 13

“ T remember this little girl’s face very

I well,” said one of the officers, «the man she

speaks of was at the same kind of tricks about
amonthago in Swallow-street; he and all his
family were brought up to the office then for
beating and robbing a gentleman; but they
got off by hissaying that the person had been
too intimate with his wife. I foretold then by
his look, he had not long to live; he called
himself John Preston—ain’t thatdaddy’sname,
little one?”’ :

The child it appeared did not know what
his name was.

They searched the apartment, nothing was
remaining butan old bedstead and its ragged
furniture, a couple of broken chairs, a table,
and a box; they looked into the box, and
found in it a very handsome sword, and an old
shagreen case: Mr. Leuwitzer opencd the
latter, and discovered it to contain an ivory
toothplcﬁ;jase upon the lid of w thh was a
gold shield, on which was engraven the Tet-
ters A D; a silver thlmble, and 2 silver tea- °
spoon, with the same initials as were on the
case; he regarded them all, as articles
which the depredators who had lately in-
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The parish workhouse was a sound which |
jarred with the feelings of Mr. Leuwitzer,
when coupled with the name of an innocent
being who might, from the contamination of
the society into which she would there be
thrown, imbibe the most dissolute of princi-
ples, and be for everlost to the world for that
worthy member of the community which an
education of a different nature might render
her. ‘

¢ Ts there no where but the parish work-
house to which this innocent babe can be ta-
ken ?” he said.

.« Nobody else will be troubled with smh
as she, I’m sure,” returned the man.

« Poor babe,” thought Mr. Leuwitzer,
and are the sins of thy father already visit-
ed onthee ? if thou art cast upon the world
thus, thy ruin is certain? if I feel it wrong ;

113

that thou should’st be thus exposed, it must
be wrong in me to suffer that exposure: thou
shalt not go to the parish workhouse.”
“You need not wait,” said he, addressing
the officers, I will take care of the child my-
self; and if you should understand that she is
inquired for, you will hear of her at my house,
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increased, Mrs. Aéton had occasionally taken

B lodger, and sometimes a child to nurse;
Mr. Leuwiizer, therefore, judged that her
house would be a most desirable situation for
the little girl whom he had determined to

* protett; and secure from the many benefits

which he had’ at different times conferred on

Mis. Aéton, that she would let no impediment

stand in the way of her receiving the child
into her family, he ordered himself to be set
down at her door.

When hearrived, Mrs. Aéton had just put
her children to bed, and had sat down to
enjoy the conversation of her husband, who, it
being Saturday evening, was arrivved from
London for his weekly relaxation of twenty-
four hours. Mr. Leuwitzer related to them
the story of his adventure exafily as it had
happened ; and this done, he proceeded to
say, that he was willing to reward Mrs.
Aﬁon insany manner she pleased for giving
her proteétion to the child.

Mrs. AGlon was a woman who, with the
exclusion of all selfish ideas for the occasional
favours she had received at the hands of Mr.
Leuwitzer, had sense enough to respeét him
for the honourable principles of his heart,
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and benevolence enough in her composition
to wish that she had the means of being as
good a friend to her fellow beings in want as
he was, and therefore immediately replied,

" “Take care of her! aye that I will; she shall
want for nothing here.”

« She is a pretty child,” said M. A&on

 Yes,”” returned his wife, “but very dirty
—sadly dirty indeed; it will be no such
choice job to wash her, and get her clean.”
For Mrs, A&ton was a human being, of course
not faultless; and a too nice propensity to
cleanliness was her error, and the excess to
which she carried her passion will be as suffi-
ciently displayed by one instance as an hun-
dred.

M. Leuwitzer had given the post-boy a
five-pound note to change, and when he was
paid and gone, Mr. Leuwitzer casting his
eyes for the first time over the money, said,
“One of these half-guineas, that the boy has
given me, is a bad one.” :

“TIs it indeed, Sir?” said Mr. AGlon.—
“ What a good-for-nothing rascal !’

¢ No, no, husband, don’t abuse the lad,”
returned his wife, it must have been a
wistake: I ean’tbelieve he is a rascal; for he
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not only scraped his shoes, but brushed them
~ on the mat afterwards, when hie came into the
house.”

By which instance it is fully displayed that
.with Mrs, Aéton, cleanliness was like charity,
the coverer of a multitude of sins.

After a short stay at the house of Mis.
Aéton, Mr. Leuwitzer retired to his own;
where he found his sister surprised at his late
return, and immediately explained to her the
cause, by relating his adventure: she heard
his story with attention, and applauded the
manner in which he had ated. “ Youare
50 good, so benevolent,” she said, ““to every
objeét in misfortune, that I had almost said it *
is a shame that there should exist a possibi- _
lity of such goadness drawing a smile, -the
Teverse of approbation, upon the acior of it.”

“What do you mean?—What is it that
you fear?” asked Mr. Leuwilzer.

“ Why don’t you remember,” she returned,
“that when you built a new cottage at the
bottom, of your garden for the poor soldier’s
widow, people said you had a nearer interest
in her concerns than friendship > And I
should not wonder if they were now to say
that this child is your own . . .






HUMAN BEINGS, 23
true light, still she was never deterred from
their exercise ; and on the following morn-
ing after breakfast, she took his arm to
visit Mrs. Aéton; but at the same time be-
sought him, if he were rallied upon the affair,
to explain it il a declswe manner, that mlght I
shut people’s mouths at once.

Mr. Leuthzer found the little girl mate-
rially benefited in her appearance by thesoap
and water of Mrs. Aéton: shehad put her on
one of her ewn children’s white frocks; and,
having given her weekly present of a peuny
each to her own boys and girls, she had be-
stowed one equally on the little stranger; but
with a striét admonition to her not to buy any
thing with it which was likely to stain her
~ white frock.

The child appeared perfeftly composed in
ber new situation; a convineing proof, as
M. Leuwiizer believed, that there had been
1o strong reasons for attaching her to those
who had so unnaturally quitted her from a
selfish regard to their own safety: it was true
that she was crying_violently when he had
i found her shut up alone in the chamber, but
. he conceived that this emotion might have
proceeded rather from an instinétive sense of
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the miseries to which desertion on the part
of those who had been accustomed to feed and
clothe her, might expose her, than from an
affectionate regret at their loss.

He questioned her on many circumstances,
to which she answered freely, but with the
inconsistency and contradiction natural to
her infant years; so that he soon found no
history of herself, or those belonging to her,
could be gathered from her lips,

As a week had passed, and Mr. Leuwitzer
received no intelligence from Bow-street, he
called at the office to make inquiry whether
the late inhabitants of the chamber in St.
Giles’s had been heard of: * No, they had
not,” was the reply;  but it was very proba-
ble that the man would be praétising his
tricks again soon, and lead to his own appre-
Lension.” -

Upon this hope Mr. Leuwiizer rested for
three months; and as the weeks crept on, and
neither the man nor the woman were yet
heard of; he began to judge that they never
would be; aund that his little charge would
remain his during her life.—“ Well then, so
be it,” he said: “those who have children of
their own always express themselves of them
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fess, that the care he had taken of them had been
“to pawn them; and upon this confession, Mr.
Leuwitzer used such forcible arguments of
the purse, as induced the man to go and
redeem the articles, and make a transfer of
them to him.

On his return home, he locked the trinkets
into a drawer, and the sword he suspended by
its belt over his chimney-piece. |

Seven ycars passed on, during which Ami-
ca continued the nominal inmate of Mis,
Aéton’s house; but during which the hours
of sleep had been almost the only ones which
she had not passed beneath the roof of her
benefaétor. Miss Leuwitzer wasa good déal
alone, by her brother’s necessary absence in
_attending to his mercantile concerns in Lon-
don; and she had found the society of Amica
| soamusing in her solitary hours, that she had
taken upon herself the task of becoming her
instruétress; and the proficiency which Ami-
ca had made, and the attention which she had
paid to the instruétions of her kind teacher
had been such, as had rendered Miss Leu-
witzer not only pleased with her self-imposed
fask, but proud of it and of her pupxl

c2
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... there as she was at Richmond ; for the .ﬂo.or
of it should be washed regularly every week.”
Mr. Leuwitzer stood with his eyes fixéd in
thought on Mrs. Aton :* at that moment he .
partook rather more of the common nature of
human beings than he usually did; he was
debating not so much on the prospeét of com-
fort which awaited Amica in the new abode
roposed for her by Mrs. Aéton, as on the
curtailment of happiness he should himself
experience in mot receiving her daily visits.
Miss Leuwitzer, who was sitting at work
by a table in the room into which Mrs. Aéton
had been admitted, laid down her netting,
and casting her eyes alternately upon the
frame on which she had just begun to teach
Amica to work in tambour—a painting of
animals on velvet, which stood unfinished
upon a chair, and in which art she was also
_her instruéiress—and then on her brother;
most eloquently declared, by her silence, the
regret she should feel at having her pupil
ftaken frony her in the midst of her improve-

ments.
“1 am grown very much attached to Ami-
ca, Mrs, Acton,” said Mr. Leuwitzer, “and to

c3 L
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see her only when I might call in a morning ..
at your house in London, I should not con-
sider as seeing her at all. T am very much
attached to her,” he repeated: I never feel
so much pleasure, as when I find her warm-
ing my slippers against I come home in an
evening with my boots wet.”

“Why, true enough, Sir!” replied Mrs.
Aéton; < she mnever misses coming hither
every day; and I think it quite right she
should come in fine weather; but when it
rains, Richmond is so dirty,—and if pattens
keep one’s shoes clean, they splash one’s pei-
ticoats, and make equal work.”

This observation was not heard either by
the brother or sister; they were looking at
each other, each expeling the other to pro-
pose some plan for their retaining their fa-
vourite companion' near them.

“If T lose Amiea, I shall be quite at
a stop in my patch-work bed,” said Miss
Leuwitzer.

“ Aye, your patch-work bed,” returned
Mr. Leuwitzer: « Amica almost deserves to
have it given to her, for the earnestness with
which she has worked at it.  If it were done,
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~ we might put it up in the little chamber next
your dressing-room, and then”——m—x

« Nay, if that be all, why can’t she sleep in
the chintz bed, till the pateh-work is finish-
ed?” asked Miss Leuwitzer.

«“ My dear &delmde"’ exclaimed Mr. Lnu-
witzer, rising, and catching hold of her hand,
which he pressod between both his, “how
happy are the brother and sister whose feel-
ings thus unite!—No bed can be too good for
Amica; for she returns us affe€tion for our
love, and gratitude for our benevolence.—
No, Mrs. Aéton, we cannot part with Ami-
ca.’”’

I should be very sorry indeed,” rejoined
Miss Leuwitzer ; “but I hope, brother—
I hope you feel convinced that people

can’t think there is any thing i 1mp10per in
S Our’ ———
Mr. Leuwitzer stopped her from proceed-
ing by a smile of which she understood the
meaning, and she added, < Well, well, I don’t
suppose they can say any thing upon this;
but the world is so ill-natured !

It was accordingly fully determined that
Amica should henceforward constitute a mem-

cA >
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street, which sounds he knew to announce the

arrival of a regiment that was on its march
through Richmond in its way to a change of
quarters; he strolled towards the spot where
the soldiers were receiving their billets for the
night, to take a view of the men,

He had not been long observing them be-
fore he saw a young officer fixing his eyes
studiously upon him, and after a few minutes
of observation, a smile of satisfatlion and con-
viétion passed over his features, and he bowed

_to Mr. Leuwitzer.

M. Leuwitzer returned his salutation en-
* tirely unconscious why it had been made to
him, and at present withheld from making
the inquiry, as the young man who had paid
him the compliment, was standing in a-square
formed by the men, which it was not per-

.

mitted to any one but the officers of the regi- -

ment to penetrate.

When the soldiers dispersed to their quar-
ters, most of the officers entered the inn, but
the young ensign: moved towards Mr. Leu-
witzer, and again touching his hat as he
advanced towards him, « I think I cannot be
mistalcen Sir, you once made me a present of
half-a-crown !” he said.
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< What,” exclaimed Mr.Leuwitzer, areyou
the little drummer boy, who gave his penny to
a child that-

“ Yes,” returned the youth, < I amhe, and
T could not forbear asking you how you did,
and telling you that I had not forgotten your
kindness.” i

« I am very glad to see you in a
better situation,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer,
¢ you are now an officer, are you not?”

«Yes Sir,” he returned, < I have been an,
ensign almost a month.”

«That little girl,” rejoined Mr. Leuwitzer, .
“to whom you gave the penny, is now grown
almost as tall as yourself; and has ever since

thal evening been under my, proteétion, and
now livesin my house.” And as they walked

" along the strect, he related to the young

ensign the heads of Amica’s short story.
« She-was a very pretty little girl then,”

“said he, < is she handsome still, Sir?”

Mr _Leuwitzef loved her too well not to
think herso, had she been less ornamented by
nature than she was, and he replied to that
purpose.

“ 1 should like to see her once more, > said.
the youth, : -

06 e
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¢ That I shall have much pleasure in
suffering you to do,” returned Mr. Leu-
witzer. “When does your regiment march?”

s Not till to-morrow at ome o’clock,”
replied the young soldier.

¢« Then come and breakfast with me at
half-past eight; any body will shew you
where Mr. Leuwitzer, which is my name,
lives, and she shall make your tea for you.”

The youth accepted this invitation with
: apparéutly great satisfaction. "« I shall not
fail being with you in time, Sir,” he said.

“ Pray what is your name?” asked Mr.
Leuwitzer, as they were on the pomt of
parting,.

“* Stanton, Sir, Maurice Stanton, was the
reply. “ Good night, Sir,”

“Good night,” repeated Mr. Leuwltzer

“ Stay, shake hands with me; we met the

first fime of our seeing one another in cir-

cumstances that seem to have left a fayorable

impression for each onthe heart of the other,
so let us bid good night like friends,”

The youth extended his hand with a smile
of the greatest gratification, and Mr. Leu-
witzer having pressed it in his, they took
different roads.
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« No, Sir,”, was the reply,j" I never
knew wmy father; I was born after his |
death.” ;

« Wasyour father in the army?”

<« No .Sir, I have understood that he
was in the church; he had no living of his
awn; only acuracy, I belieye.”

<= Have you any brothers and sisters ?”’

«« Not any, my mother married again very
soon after my birth; her second husband is a
clerk in the admiralty. My own father left
me scarcely any thing at his death ; that hittle
was expended in giving me an education,
which consisted merely of reading, writing,
and a little geography; and when it was
gone, my father-in-law persuaded my mo-
ther to let me go into the band of the
Coldstream regiment: soon after that my mo-
therdied.”

Stanton’s voice faultered as he pronounccd
these words; and Mr. Leuwitzer having

 stirred his tea violently for about a mi~
nute, said, “ You had then no friend left
you:”

“ Some of the iuferior officers who knew

- my case were very kind to me,” replied the
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. young man, “ and at their advice I laid
down my drum, and enlisied as a volunteer in-
to another regiment; in which I have been
appointed an ensign.”

“ Very good, very good>” ejaculated Mr.
Leuwitzer, you are young yet.”

I shall be nineteen to-morrow, Sir,”
returned Maurice.

The ice of conversation bemg thus broken
by the history Maurice had given of himself,
a short time rendered them as intimate as
if they had been known to each other all their
lives.

While the breakfast things were removing,
Mauricé remarked the sword which was sus- -
pended over the chimney piece, and Mr.
Leuwitzer having told him the reason of its
hanging there, invited him to step with him
wto his library, and see the trinkets which
bad been found with it.

While Maurice was examining them, Mr.
Leuwitzer shut the door, and when ke
turned his eye away from the shagreen case
and its contents, Mr. Leuwitzer thus ad-
dressed him, = Do you ever receive any
assistance from your father-in-law 7
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« No, Sir, not any,” answered I\IIa.urice,"
“ 1 have only seen him once since the death
of my mother; Ithen called upon him at his
house, and lLe received me in such a manner
as made me resolve never io go mnear him
again.” ’
“You then stand, as I may say, alone in
the world?”
Maurice breathed a sigh in the affirmative.
Mr. Leuwitzer proceeded thus,  Itis at
the age of childhood, when the mind is yet
untutored in the lessons of hypocrisy, that a
true estimate may be formed of the merits of
the heart;—at that age I had an instance that
yours was of a deserving nature; I did not
at that moment suppose that we should ever
meet again; but L am glad that we have met
again, since it is in my power to repair to
you the want of relations, which you ex-
perience.—I am a single man, without any
relatives of my own who stand in need of
my assistance; I am what the world calls
rich; and I am never so happy as when L
can malke my riches of the proper use for
which they certainly were intended, when
they were first discovered to man;—regard
me hence’ forward, as oneto whom you may






A4 HUMAN BEINGS.

a debtor; as I had no. probable chance of
ever having any money at my command, I
considered it dishonest, very dishonest, to
contra¢t debts, which at the time of my so
doing, I believed that I should never be able
to repay.” :

“ That is sensible, that is good, - very
honorable! very good!” cried Mr. Leuwit-
zer, catching the bands of Maurice in his,
and pressing them with energy together :—
after a pause he continued, « there are ten
guineas, take them and put them into your

pocket; but pull them out of it again with
 caution :—and n6w as I am a friend to you in
generosity, I should be a very indifferent
sort of a friend, if I did not also prove my-
self a friend to you in the giving of you
good advice:—without possessing some mo-
ney there is no passing through life comfort-
ably: — without resolving to follow good
advice, there is no passing through life
happily. Misers and prodigals are all bad
- people; it is the middle way that is the best:
you are in the army, it is.a sad school for dis-

sipation ; butIwould nevertheless have you
now. pass your oxdeal through it, because if
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‘ing‘S, as most men are in the devising
" of plans .for adding to their own pos-
sessions ; she had® often heard him speak
in raptures of the humane action fof the
‘ little drummer boy; she could not doubt
therefore that his history of his orphan state,
had attached to him her brother as a firm
friend.

The affection which Miss Leuwitzer bore
her brother, was such that she uever felt
s0 happy, and self-satisfied, as when her con-
duét was an imitation of his; accordingly
contriving to whisper in Maurice’s ear
in her turn, she said, “ If you will leave
me a shirt for a pattern, I will make
you up a dozen, and send them to you as soon
as some little girls who always work. for
me in the village can get them done.”

Maurice was so overpowered by the
kindness he was experiencing, as to be
entirely unable to express the gratitude,
he felt; and as a relief for his agitated
mind he crept to the side of Amica, who was
the only person present, whom he felt
himself able to address without confu-
sion—“T am glad we have a peace just
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CHAPTER V.

A sprig of divine nobility—and another sprig to
which belongs neither divinity nor nobility.

NEVER did the heart of a young ensign
beat more lightly in his breast than did that of
Maurice Stanton, as he pursued his march
towards Lewes; and the moment he arrived
there, he composed his thoughts for ex-
pressing those sentiments, by letter, to Mr.
Lenwitzer and his family, with which their
unparalleled benignity had inspired him.

Mr, Leuwitzer direéily replied to hisletter,
and sent with it a portion of the promised
books. This intercourse continued for full
two years; .Maurice profiting not less by the
contenis of his friend’s library, than by the
correspondence which was kept up between
them; and which evinced Mr. Leuwitzer to

- be ngtless the scholar than the gentleman and
the friend. i

ATy D
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At the expiration of this time, Mr. Leu-
witzer, entertaining a wish to see his pupil, *
invited him to obtain leave of absence from
his regiment for a month or six weeks, and to
come and visit Richmond. Maurice imme-
diately made application to his Colonel, but
, the desired permission could not be obtained:
be had just received orders to send out his
younger officers upon the recruiting-service;
and Maurice, instead of being permiited to
visit Richmond upon leave. of absence, wa$
sent to the small sea-port of Worthing ; which,
it being then the dreary month of November,
was of all places the most dull and uncom-
fortable. :

The objeét of such families as were still re-
maining in the place being retirement, they
did not even exchange a bow with poor Mau-
rice in his solitary wanderings on the beach;
and, altheugh he eould amuse his time much
beiter than young men in general have the
fortitude to do, he still found the hours hang
beayily on his hand.

One day, on his return from his morning’s.
walk, he found upon his table a printed card
— The Rev. Sidney Valmont. 'The card itself
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was remarkably fantastic: its face was a pale
‘straw colour; it’s back pink; and from a
smart border in relief which ran round the
edge, he would sooner have pronounced it
the complimentary card of a pastry-cook than
of a divine, had not the writing prevented the
error. P : 3,
When the waiter came into the room, for
- Maurice’s abode was at the inn, he inquired
who Mr. Valmont was.

“Our parson, Sir,” replied theman.

“ Where does he live?—Is he married?”
asked Maurice.

« No, Sir; he is not married,” returned the
waiter: ““ quite a young gentleman like your-
self. He lodges next door to the hair-dres-
ser's shop.” 7 g

Maurice looked out of the window, in the

. direéiion that the waiter pointed; and next
door to the hair-dresser’s shop he saw a low
thatch, with a sash-window on one side of
the door, and a girth-light en the other,

“That is but an indifferent lodging I
should suspeét,” returned Maurice,

“Why it is not 0 good as some certainly
8ir,” repliel the waiter; “and he has it
cheaper, Lecaus: it is not our seasont; but {n

D 2
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the bathing-time I have known a gentleman’s
family, that came from one of the best houses
and parks in the kingdom, give five guineasa
week for it, because it was the fashion to be
here. Mr. Valmont is only our curate,”

_added the man: *“ Mr. Bull, the rettor, lives
at Swanton.” ;i

Maurice asked no farther 'questions, and
the subje¢t dropped. He hoped that in the
curate he might find a pleasant companion
and a profitable one; that is, a man whose
profession must have led him to study, and
who would perhaps be communicative of his
knowledge.

On the following morning he received a
letter from his watchful friend, Mr. Leuwit-
zer: a lieutenant of his regiment had been
promoted to a company, and Mr. Leuwitzer
had purchased for Maurice his vacated station.
Maurice was too much elevated by this intel-
ligence to be able to read immediately after
receiving it; and taking up his hat, he
whistled to his dog, and turned out for a
stroll.

He wandered about the outskirts of the
town; and as he was passing by a moderate-
sized house, which was enriched withlarge new
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sash-windows, and a cumbrous portico full of
* heavy carving, very incongruous with the
appearance of the house itself; the violent
cries of a duck made him turn round his head,
and he saw his deg Tray pursuing the crea-
ture whose shricks hie had heard. He called
aloud to ~Tra), but Tray was uncontroulable;
and seefng him fastening upon the bird, he
pursued bim into a yard into which he had
run, menacing him with a short whip which
hehappened to have in his hand.

Just as he was on the point of striking the
dog, out burst from a back-door of the house
a corpulent man, of about thirty years of age,
who looked very good-tempered, and at the
same time very self-important, and who ex-
claimed, ¢ Oh, Sir, don’t hurt your dog; the
lossof a duck is nothing to me, thank God!—
trade is very capital just now !”*

Maurice called off the dog, and making an
apology for him, was departing.

“ Walk in, Sir, if you please; pray do,”
said the man, I shall be very happy to
give you a glass of wine: I have some port
that has been ten years in bottles.”

The invitation was so strange a one that

‘ Maurice bowed, irresolute what te do.
D3
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¢ Come, Sir; oblige me,” said the stranger;
and Maurice followed him into a parlour of
which the furniture was superabundant and
very costly; the walls were crouded with
coloured prints in gilt frames, with enamelled
glasses; the curtains of chintz swept the
ground; Wedgwood vases were ranged thick
on the chimney; and the multitude of chairs,
tables, and foot-stools which the apartment
contained, hardly left room for the visitor to

" move between them. Before the fire stood a
table on which a cloth was spread, and upon
it were set out a cold pigeon-pis, a hot lobster,
some cheese, some bread, and a bottle of
white wine.

“ Well, Sir, Lam very happy to see you,
indeed,” said the stranger, assoon as they had
entered the room: “I'm justtaking a snack
before dinner, and hope you'll do the same.
There’s nothing though here that you'll like, |
I dare say; L’ll ring the bell and”
This Maurice prevented. —< Here s one thing
i can recommend,” said his entertainer ;
‘ this Madeira has. crossed the sea twice:
I always take about half 2 bottle of it at my
luncheon.”
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Maurice tasted the wine, which was indeed
excellent of its kind: its owner drank a glass

1o their better acquaintance. < I have been

from home, Sir, almost ever since you arrived
in town, or I should have invited you to dine
with me. I knew all the gentry that came
here a bathing in the summer. I live here—
I ama merchant: my name is Jarvis Block at
you service.”

Maurice recollefted to have heard the
name mentioned by some of his brother
officers who had occasionally visited Worth-
ing in the summer, and many odd stories he
had listened to of him who bore it; but of his
history, he knew nothing.

“ You have heard people talk of me, I
dare say?” rejoined Mr. Block.

Maurice replied in the affirmative.

“Yes, I carry all before me here: I am in
a concern where I must nett three or four
thousand a year in a short time. 'That’s some-
thing like a business ain’t it?—1I take my
pleasure though, Tassure you: my clerk does
all the fd.cgmo' —1I was one in all the ganes
lastsummer, for I have not lived here quite a
year yet,”

DA
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“ You have balls here, Sir?*” said Maurice,
“ have you not?”

“ Oh yes,” replied Mr. Block, “and as-
semblies to0.—One young lady took the pains
to teach me to dance; that is, she managed to
put merightin the way I was to go: I never
could jig my legs exaéily in the manner they
did to the tune.—I’ll tell you what, Mr.
Stanton.—Ain’t that your name, Sir?”

“¥es, Sir, Stanton.”

“T’ll tell you what Sir; say what you
please, it’s a devilish difficult matter to be
minding one’s ears and one’s legs at the same
time, as one is forced to do inadance, provided
one has not been brought up to the trick of it

from one’s youth.”

Maurice was too much entertained to wish
to make his visit a short one; asthey sat chat-
ting together— There, do you know him?”
cried Mr. Block, jumping up, and going to-
ithe window.

Maurice went to the window also, and saw
advancing towards the house what he should
have conceived a remarkably preity animal

| for a lady’s horse, but which he saw crossed
. by one of the other sex, who bore the ap-
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; ;peai':mce of what is called a very smart man :
he was moving at a gentle canter, and as he
stopped opposite to the window, Mr. Block
said, “It’s parson Valmont:” then throwing
up the sash, he accosted him with, < Pray
how do you, reverend Sir?”

 Tout a wvous,” returned Valmont with a
gentle inclination of his head ; then added,
“Can you by any pessible means inform me
whether there is a male heir to the barony of
Crayden in Westmoreland, or whether the
title becomes extin¢t on the deaih of the pre-
sent Lord Thomas?” L.

“TLord bless you! I ain’t acquainted with
any of them,” replied Mr. Bloclk. '

< Tant pis!” returned the divine.—* It’s
extravagantly cold,” he went on after a pause.

“Then why do you ride without a great
coat?” asked Mr. Block.—< Shall T lend you
one?”

““Oh, by no means: no, a great coat on
horseback looks so extremely gauche,” an-
swered Valmont. :

£ Come, come in, and have a bit of a lunch
to keep the cold off your stomach. if you
won't have a coat to keep it off your bddi,”

- said Block, L

% D 5
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“Oh no, you are immensely good !” replied
Valmont. I never do any thing of the
kind, upon my honour!—Then you can’t
tell me about the Craydens?—Auw revoir,” and
away he cantered.

“TIwonder he has not called upon you,”
said Block as soon as he was gone.

“ He has,” returned Maurice.

“ Aye,”* cried Block: “why he did not
speak to you.—Oh, but perhaps you haye not
left a card at his house?”

“ Not yet,” replied Manrice: ¢ he only left
his with me yesterday.”

 Ah, that’s it then,” rejoined Block.—
O B]essdyou, Iknew nothing about the mcan-
ing of cards with your name on them, when he
first brought one to me; and do you know
when he met me in company, he said, it was
quite contrary to etiguette, I think he called it,
to be acquainted with me till T had returned
his visit; so he desired me just to drop a card
at his house, and then he said we should be
quite sociable, and so we have been ever
since.” f % f
“ He seems a good deal interested about
that family he mentioned in Westmoreland,”
said Maurice
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CHAPTER VL

« What says mine host of the garter 2
Shakspeare, hem !

AS the landlord of Maurice’s inn was not
one of those intrusive gentry who press their
conversation upon their guests, Maurice felt
- 1o objection to sometimes chatting with him
for a quarter of an hour as he passed through
the house to his own apartment.

On returning home, he happened to meet
the landlord at his door, and mentioning to
him the occurrence of the morning, he in-.
quired who, and what Mr. Jarvis Block was.

“Every thing at present Sir,” replied the
landlord. “ He is what is vulgarly called a
new broom, and they always sweep clean;
he has been settled here- nearly a year in the
corn frade. - He pretends to be doing busi-
ness for himself, but itis said, that he is only
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the agent of a house in London; and he
lives away in sgeh a manner, that I think
it will be well for him, if he does
not involve himself with his employers,
instead of netting the profits he brags
of.”

« He does not scem to be much accustomed
to society,” returned Maurice.

< He contrived to introduce himself to the
bathers last summer,” replied the landlord ;
** before that his acquaintance had been of a
very different stamp. He is a strange cha- i
raéter; I give him credit for having a good
heart in some things, but he undoubtedly
has also a pleasure in making himself appear
of consequence in the place—He never
bathes in a machine that any body else goes
into the sea with; thai you may have seen on
the beach with red wheels, and a green silk
awning is his. The handsome pleasure boat
~of which the celours are always flying, belongs
to hlm and he had a great pride in making
that and his horses and carviages, of which he
has several, serviceable to the lodgers here last
season.”

“But how did he man age to get introduced
1o them,” exclaimed Maurice, “ as people in
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general are particularly careful whom they as-
sociate with at a watering place?”

«“ Why,” returned the landlord, * he got
introduced to them by a gentleman with
whom lie formed an acquaintance about the
beginning of last summer at Smooth Turf
races, a few miles up the country; the gen-
tleman was frequently down here in the:
summer; <let me see his nmame was—ywhat
was 1t? Oh Colonel Buckhurst. d

“ Colonel Buckhurst,” reiterated Mau-
rice, ‘° that is the Colonel of my - regi-
ment.” 3

e ‘Very probable, indeed Sir,” replied
the landlord, < for I recollect that his regi-
mentals were the same as yours; well, S,
that was the gentleman who introduced him
to genteel company.”

From the farther account which the land-
lord gave of Mr. Jarvis Block, it appeared
that though not ornamental to society, his
utility had permitted him to be endured by
it; and that all the visitors to the place had
submitted to his acquainiance for the sake
of the accommodation which they had reaped
from his pleasure boat, his horses, his wine
cellar, and mumerous others of his propeér-
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ties: and that he had felt satisfed to be
accounted their equal, without considering
the cause, or investigating the reason why
he was so. :

Maurice smiled inwardly, for he con-
cluded that the world centained instances of
many more Blocks who were satisfied to be
admitted to the society of those whom they
deem to be their superiors, upon the same
accommodating terms; and wasjust turning
to his own apartment, when recollecting the
Reverend Mr. Valmont, he judged that he
might as well benefit by the present oppor-
tunity for making himself a little acquainted
with his character also ; and stepping back,
hesaid, “but who is your curate, is he not the
son of a Baronet?”

 Yes, Sir,” answered the landlord ; < Sir
Owenkhis father, is a Welch Baronet with
twelve children, resident in Mounmouthshire,
who inherited little more of the substantials
with histitle than a castle on the mountains,
which was in too ruinous a state for him to
make a habitation of ; about twenty acres of
land thatit stood upon, (for the original estate
had been selling off by the rood for many a
generation ); and a few hundred ounces of .
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family plate; but with this slender inheri-
tance, added to the fortume which was brought
him by'his wife, he possessed enough of the
Welch family pride, to qualify him for one
of its ancient Princes ; and his children, who
are all sons but two, are brought up ‘to
starye, or next thing to i, upon professions;
when they mighi have lived and enjoyed
themselves, had they been brought up to
trade! :

“ What interest sctiled him here?” asked
Maurice. s

“ Sir Owen,” replied the landlord, “ is
~ particularly acquainted with our rector, as I
have understood; our curate died about
seven months ago, and Mr. Siduey Valmont
directly came and filled his place; the pre-
. ferment is scarcely worth having, Sir, a mere
mainienance, it does not average forty five
pounds a year; but it is whispered that the
reason of Sir Owen getting his son appointed
to ik, was in order to throw him into the way
‘of the Bishop of ’s family, who had taken
lodgings here for the whole Sumumer, and
whose eldest daughter had shewn a partiality
. for him when he was a boy; but report says

@
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that the Bishop’s family saw throughhis views,
" *and looked coolly upon him.”

Maurice’s dinner was now carrying into
his apartment, and feeling a greater appetite
to attack his beef-steak, than to learn more
anecdotes of his newly formed acquaintances,
he broke off his conversation with his land-
lord.

Whilst Maurice sat before his solitary fire,
he reflected on the amicable terms upon which
the landlord had described Colonel Buck-
hurst to be with Mr. Jarvis Block ; when he
had been mentioned at the mess, which he
had frequently been by different officers who
had fallen in with him in the course of their
summer excursions to Worthing, Colonel
.Buckhurst so far from standing forth as his
champion, had always been one of the loud-
est in the quiz which had run round the table
at his expence ; and he could not also, by
any means, conceive it to be a likely thing,
that the Colonel, who was a man of pride and
fashion, should select so untutored a being
as poor Block for his companion; it appear-
ed to him an asserfion past belief, that the
Colonel would voluntaril y have passed ten
minules in company with such a man;
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much more incredible still, /that he should
have been his introducer to any circle of '
fashion. ;

Lieut. Colonel Buckhurst now about twen-
ty-four years of age, was the onlty son of Sir
Benjamin Buckhurst, one of the leading men
in the cily of Rochester. The father being
Limself an eutirely unlettered man, had been
unable to regulate the education of his son ;
and the son having been always amply sup-
plied with the key of power from his father’s
well stocked purse, had wandered into the
path of temptation, rather than the road to
wisdom, and had made a proficiency solely
in such acquirements as tend to turn out a
Youth one, whom the unthinking term a
dashing fine fellow; and whom the more
acute scrutinizers of human beings, discover
 to be deficient in understanding, in morals
and in manners, : :

If 2 man break the windows of a cobler’s
stall, his peace may be easily made, and his
good name restored to him, by paying the

cxpence of a glazier's attendance, and la-
~ bour; but when a man who is introduced as
a gentleman, into polished society, brings -
with him hagghty manners, in which he has
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not education .to support him; and endea-
*vours to run down the observance of good
manners, with a careless indifference, almosg
amounting to a clownishness of behaviour ;
his peace is not so easily made with persons of
regular habits, and reflecting minds, as it
would be with the cobler, under the circum-
stance just alluded to.

Such a man was Colonel Buckhurst; the
indulgence of every wish, had rendered him
petulant and oppressive ; the rank which had
been purchased for him in the army, had
given him pride ; his own good opinion of
himself, had tainted his mind with conceit ;
and a desire to shine in evéry circle asthe
dashing man of fashion, rendered him as dis-
gusting as a man must ever be, who sacrifices
all his actions to a correspondence with the
whims of the day.

No man could boast a greater number of

_horses, servants carriages, mistresses, shoot-
g boxes, toad-eaters, &ec. than the gay
‘Coluuel Buckhurst ; and no man’s language
more foreibly denied “his claim to the title
of a real gentleman; for it was impossible
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centre intolerable; but when its companions
are only follies, offensive to no one but itself,
it becomes endurable; and DMr. Leuwitzer
Believing such to be the nature of Valmont,
permitted his occasional visits without dis-
gust.

Chance having one day thrown them into
conversation together, Amicahappened to be
mentioned by Mr. Leuwiizer, and Valmont
. directly breaking out into a string of enco-
miums on her temper, her mind, and her
person, remarked, that he wondered from the
exireme anxiety which he had constantly
heard Mr. Leuwitzer express for her being
in every respect perfect and accomplished,
that he should not have determined to send
her, for a year at least, to ome of the first
rate boarding schools in the metropolis,
where the finishing strokes are given to-ele-
gance of person and brllhancy o[’ under-
standing:. :

“ We have a very different 1dea of thoses
kind of places I find,” said Mr. Leuw1tzer1
“in my opinion they are seminaries where
the seeds of inutility and infelicity are sown
in the hearts of all who are members of
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them;—and for the'privilege of having their

‘ manners and their morals corrupted, you pay:

two or three hundred pounds a year. Ofres
ligion they are taught nothing but the art
of selecting a becoming undress to go to
church in; they are perhaps appointed to
read a certain portion of history or the belles
lettres every morning, and they are permitted
to read it as fast as they can uiter the words,
without any time being allowed for it to sink
imto their minds; without any comments
being made to them wupon it; or any in-
quiries used whether they understand the
subjeét it treats of or not.”

> said Valmont.

“1 am just,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer; « I
have had examples under my eye, that from
those_seminaries they come home to their
fneﬁds.. the children that you would expeét
to%ge ﬂi&\] leave the nursery; with no one
re,com*méﬁ%‘uon which can command them

respect no one quality to render them

“ You are severe,

g00d wives or happy mothers; at these

places a carriage is kept for them; they are

earried to the opera, and taught to look every

where about the house but upon the stage;

thisis what is called in troducing them; thatis
F 4
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CHAPTER X.
A Bank-Note.

A Year now passed unmarked by any parti-
cular event. In the course of the following
winter a material alteration took plaée in the
plans of both Colonel Buckhurst and Lieuate-
nant Stanton. -

The Colonel grew weary of the army, and
retired with his rank upon half-pay: his com-
mission’ was purchased by a man te whom
many of the officers had a dislike, and they
immediately changed their commissions for
situations in other regiments. This change
introduced amongst those who remained some
new-comers, whose conduét was not pleasing
to the former officers of the regiment; and
Maurice resolved to quit it, as soon as his bene-
volent friend could procure him an advan-
tageous exchange.

About this time, as Mr. Leuwitzer was one
day crossing a street at the back of the Ex-
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. . change, in a violent shower of snow, he per-
ceiyed something red Iying on the foot-path,
which he picked up, and found to be a bank-
note case. He looked around him to see if
there was any one near whom he might sup-
poseto have lostit: the badness of the weather
had driven almost every body into their:
houses, and he saw only a man and a woman,.
who by their appearance he could not sup-
pose to be the owners of a thing of the kind.

M. Leuwitzer had just left his countin_ -

house [vrthe day; and proceedinginto Chea;~
side by short cuts and back streets, he was
fortunate enough to find a coach, which he
engaged to carry him to the White Horse
Cellar in Piccadilly, where he usually met the
Richimond stage.

The stage was as full as it could be cram-
“med, two more than its limited number hav-
ing been admitted from motives of humanity,

in.order to shelter them from the coarseness
“ of the weather; and amougst the passengers,
. thére being two or three of Mr. Leuwilzer’s

* neighbours; with- whom he chatted during his
ride on the topics of the day, he thought no
more of the case he had found till he nad been
50 me time returned to lns own house.

; . ¥F6

3
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In the course of the same week Maurice
Stanton arrived at Richmond, having resolv-
ed to quit his regiment, he was come to reside
at_his patron’s till he should obtain a new
situation in the army.

The advertisements respeéting the note-
case and its contents continued to be daily
repeated in the newspapers, and nearly a
fortnight passed without any application hay-
ing been made in consequence of them:—
at length one day, about the hour of noon,
the rattle of wheels, followed by aloud rap at
Mr. Leuwitzer’s door, announced the ap-
proach of company, and the servant entering
the parlour, informed his master, that a gen-
tleman in a curricle at the door, attended by
a’ groom on horseback, desived to see him
respeling the advertisement.

M. Leuwitzer ordered the gentleman to be
shewn in. 1In the course of a feyr minutes
appeared a midsome young man, about
twenty-two years of'age, dressedin the extreme
of the fashion. Mr. Leuwitzer apologised for
not being able to rise to receive him on his
entrance, and he apologised, in turn, for his
intrusion, with the words and address of a

 gentleman, °
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The stranger’s ‘language had in it g slight
mixture of the Jewish dialeét, and his account
of himself soon- confirmed it to be his natural
accent; for he informed Mur. Leuwitzer that
his name was Reuben Davids, the nephew of
M. Nathan Davids, a stock-broker of emi-
nenee in the city, in whose howse he was a
junior partner, and that he had had the mis-
fortune to lose the case which Mr. Leuwitzer
had found: the advertisement concerning it
in the papers, he said, had not met his eye till
that day.

* Nathan Davids!” repeated Mr. Leuwit-
zer, I am myself very much acquainted
with all people of business in London, but
that house I de wot know.”

The young man appeared greatly surprised
at this declaration. I thought every child
had known our house,” he said: “it is in
Birchin-lane, number”-——“h—

- Oh 8ir,” returned Mr. %szer inter-
rupting him, 1 have no reason to doubt your
word | —if you will thcrefow.reptnj to me the*
number of the note, which is of much more
consequence in the business we are upon, than
the number of yous house, I will return jt to ]
you dlre&ly 2 , o,

a
|
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*Why, upon my honour, Sir,"rerlied Mr .
Dayids,  this note being a part of my own.
private property, and not of the trade of our
house, I really can’t pretend to say that T
am acquainted with the number; I can only
" assert that I lost a red Morocco note-case, on
the very day your adverlisemeni meniions, in
the very street your advertisement describes;
- that in one of the pockets was a bank-note of
five hundred pounds, and in the other a one-
pound note: and having declared this upon
the honour of a gentleman, I submit it to your
own decision whether I am not entitled to
receive it at your hands.” e A
“ You must pardon me, Sir,” replied Mr.
Leawitzer, “if T am of a contrary opinion.
As you are to me an entire stranger, and as you _
cannot give me that satisfaétory proof of your
being the right ewner of the notes I am in pos-
session of, which my advertisement Tequires,
it is my duty to consider that, in delivering
them up to you, there is a possibility of my,
“wronging some other person; I therefore feel
myself bound to keep them two months longer .
at leagstin my hands, before I transfer them to
¢ you; and if at the expiration of that time; no
one else shalkappear to claim them, who can
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" certify the numbers, and by so doing prove
‘a sironger right to them than you can,
they shall be your’s: you eannot objeél to this
caution on my part.”

The young man justified Mr. Leuwitzer’s
precaution in a manner that bespoke am
honourable mind, and almost brought him to
an opinion that he ought to deliver the notes
up to him without farther debate.— Will
you permit me to see the case,” said Mr.
Davids, “that I may be fully satisfied whether
itis my own or not?"

Mr. Leuwitzer immediately produced it,
%Qh, yes!” Mr. Davids instantly exclaimed:
« I knew it must be mine!” He looked at
each of the notes, replaced them in their
separate pockets, and then saying, “1 am
happy that it is in such good hands as your’s,
Sir, and will have the pleasure of calling for
it two months hence, or six if ydu prefer it:”
again commended Mr., Leuw1§@§wa cautionin
not delivering it up to a stranger, who could
not comply with the terms of the advertise-
ment; ordered his carriage, and departed.

At the time of Mr, Davids’ application,
Maurice was from home; he was gone to call
upon Sidney Valmont. Scarcely were the
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wheels of Mr. Davids’ curricle again put in
motion from the door of Mr. Eeuwitzers
house, before Maurice and Valmont both
entered the apartment where the good Ger-
man was sitting, the prisoner of his gout, in
a fit of laughter, which for some moments
prevented the ulterance of either of them:
Amica followed them in, and joined, Mr.
Leuwitzer in enquiring what had so wonder-
fully amused ‘them.

Maurice spoke first: «“ Pray, Sir,” he said,
 do you know who it is that you have just
had to visit you?— What could hisbusiness be
with you?”

Mir. Leuwitzer informed them of the cause
that had brought the young man to his house.

< Ah, bien fuait, Monsicur ! exclaimed Val-
mont; < he thought this was a better hit than
acting, I suppose.”

““VWhat do you mean ?” said Mr, Leuwitzer;
< pray explain the joke to us.”

¢ I will, Sir,” cried Maurice: but as his
laugh rather increased than diminished, and
as laughing men are very bad tellers of a story,
we will tell it for him. 3 o

In the course of the preéeding' summer,
Valmont had passed a few days with Colonel
Buckhurst at Lewes; Maurice had at that
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. fime been removed thither from Hastmgs
One evening, after Valmont had dined at the
mess, they went together to lounge away an
hour or two at the theatre: on entering the
house they found that the play was just done;
Valmont took a bill, and on reading it, they
were informed that it had been the tragedy of

King John, in which a gentleman had played
Faulconbridge, and that the same gentleman
was to appear as young Wilding in the farce
of the Liar. :

When the curtain was drawn up for the
beginning of the farce, in the representative
of the hero of the piece, appeared a handsome .
dashing young man, who supported the cha-
raéter with great spirit, and was rewarded
with much applause: having been entertained
with the first aét, Maurice and bis party were
induced to stay and see the second; but, to
their great surprise, the manner of the adtor
Wwas entirely chauged since he had left the
stage before: he was become confused, im-
perfect, and they observed also that he kept
standing: on a particular spot without stirring
an inch from it; and that his eyes were con-
stanily turned towards the entrance upon the
stage from behind the scenes. 8
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. But in a few moments the surprise of the
‘spellators was still more increase(], by the ‘
attor suddenly breaking off in one of the
speeches of his part, and exclaiming, “ Noy,
now !—down with it now ! which words he
accompanied by stamping violently with his
foot upon the boards, and in less than half a
dozen seconds the part of the stage on which
be was standing;, which was a trap-door, sunk
dowa with Lim, and two ill-looking fellows,
rushing upon the stage, were within an ace of
slipping through after him.  “ Qh, this won’t
do,” cried one of them; “but we’ll be too
deep for you yet!” and off they ran again.

For the space of a minute the silence of
_ conslernation tied the tongues of the audience,
and an aflress who had been alone on the
stage with young Wilding at the moment of
bis sudden exit, seeing the trap closed again,
and no ﬁ)peamnce of his return, walked
deliberately off. A hiss now issued from
every part of the house, and a performer
came forward to say, that he was sorry to
- announce to the andience that the farce could
not be continued, as the gentleman who had
been performing the Liar bad run away.

F A
M 1
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Men like Colonel ¥
Valmont are not satisfied

hurst and Sidoey

planation of a scene of this 13 i oand i
order to obtain. one in the present cise, they
direcily left the boxes and went rouad io'the
stage.

To their ingquiries the manager replied,
“That the new performer of the night had a
few days before introduced himself to him by
the name of Melmoth, and solicited an en-

gagement in his company; which he had
~ promised hign, provided he should meet with
upprobation in a couple of parts of trial —
He has proved himself by no means a bad
aétor,” continued the manager, *“and all went
on to my satisfaétion till the end of the first ;
att of the farce; Melmoth then had a hint
from one of my other performers, that there
- were two men lurking about the theatre, who
were making inquiries after the new attor,
and appeared to be watching an opportunity
- of getting to him behind the scenes.
“It appears that he immediately supposed
A them to be bailiffs, and calling to him one of
the scene-shifters, he gave him a crown upon
condition of his letting him down a certain
trap ?ghlch he pomted out to*hun, the mo-

N @
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ment he should give him a signal which was
agreed on between them: having made this'|
proviso, he proceeded to the performance of
the second act; the bailiffs, as he had suspeéi-
ed, aéitually gained admittance behind the
scenes, and as they were on the point of rush-
ing upon the stage to seize him, he gave his
signal to the scene-shifter in his confidence,
and disappeared from their view in the man-
ner you saw; and being acquainted with an
outlet from the lower parts of the theatre,
unknown to them, he has for the present
attually escaped them.”
The Colonel and his party burst into a
bearty Jaugh at the idea of the well-planned
-gtratagem by which the gentleman-aétor had
escaped his pursuers ; but one of these defeat-
ed personages, who happened to be standing
near them, in no-very pleasant ﬁugnour at his_
late disappointment, said, ©“ It may be a laugh-
ing matter to you, gentlemen; but it is not so
to us and to his creditors.” ;
« Who the devil is he > asked the Colonel. ,
““That is more than I can pesitively tell
you, replied the bailiff; * but I believe heis
little betier than a common swindler. He
has goue by 50, many names that, uobody
& - E &

- .
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knows what his real one is: we had a scent of
“his coming down here, and thought we could
not miss him, if we once got within arm’s
length of him upon the stage; but;, damn
Lim! he’d be too sharp for the devil him-
self.” 3

Melmoth, if such was his name, found
some means of immediately quitting Lewes,
for he was seen in it no more afler his sudden
exit from the theatre; and the bailiffs, ac-

- cording' to their own cant expression, wyere
obliged to go upon a new scent after him.

At the recolleétion of this circumstance it
was that Maurice and Valmont were laugh-
ing at their entrance into Mr. Leuwitzer’s
parlour; and what had revived it in their
minds had been the view they had caught of
M:. Reuben Davids, in his curriele; forin
his person they had recognised the very hero
of the anecdote just related.

On hearing this account, Mr. Leuw1tzer
could not express himself sufficiently thank-
ful for the caution which he hdd used in not
Parting with the case and its contents, without

" some satisfaélory conviGtion that he who de-
;manded them was Jusily entitled to their
possesswn

»
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CHAPTER XI.
"Another Visitor.

ON the succeeding Sunday Mr. Leuwit-
zer was so much recovered from his lame-
ness as to say that he should visit his
counting house in London on the follow-
ing day, as usual, and that on this account
he should make an alteration in his adver-
tisement, direGting those who had claims
to the property which he had found to ap-
ply to him there..

Scarcely had he made this declaration,
. ere his servant came into the room to in-
form him that there was an elderly gen-
tleman waiting to see him in the hall, who
was come, he said, in consequence of a
loss he had sustained ; and an advertise~
went ‘which he had read respefting its
Testitution, in ome of the daily papers,

Mr. Leuwitzer dire&ly ordered hin to
Vou. I G .
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be invited into the parlour, where he was

sitting ;—the stranger accordingly entered,

and took a seat; he appeared to be about
sixty-years of age, was plainly drest, and
looked more like an honest man than likea
gentleman. 3 ‘

“ 1 call upoa you, Sir,” he said, to
recover some part of my property at your
bands; to thank you for the honourable
manner in which you have dealt by it;
and to pay you the expences of its resti-
tution : My name, Sir, is Robertson ; I
am retired from trade, and I haye an ouly
daughter with a large family, to whom it
15 my custom to give five hundred pounds
as a present, every time  she lies in;—the
‘note which you found, I had put into my
~case for that purpose, and dropt it in my
way to her house, mear the back of the
Exchange ;—1I suspett that I pulled it out
of my pocket with my handkerchief; I
can no other way account for my ha.ving
lost it.” _

“ Do you know the number and sig-
natures of the largest note, Sir?” asked
Mr. Leuwitzer.
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< Oh yes, Sir,” returned the old gentle-
.man with a smile,” I was forty-seven
years in trade; and it taught me to do
every thing with exaCtness {—In this little
book,” pulling one from his pocket as he
spoke, are the numbers and signatures
of every bank note of above one pound
value, which has passed through my hands
for many years past.”—He put on his spec-
tacles, and turned to a leaf from which he
read, “a five hundred pound note of the
Bank of England, number 19,873, August
26, 1796, entered by the name of C. Banks,
signed J. Taylor.”

Mr. Leuwitzer examined the note while
Mr. Robertson read, and found him cor-
rett in every particular.

“Now, Sir, I can tell you still more to
cerlify my claim,” rejoined the old gen-
tleman,” on the back of the one pound
note is written, “ A. Bunn,” for I took it
at a shop where the people were stran-
gers to me, and then I always mark the
names of those from whom I receive them
on their backs, that in case of their proving .

forged ones, I may know avhere to return
them_" ®
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A. Bunn was indeed written on the back
of the one pound note. ‘

« The reason of the small note being in
the same case with the five hundred pound
one,” continued the siranger, *° was, because
I had intended it as a gift ‘to my dangh.
ter’s nurse, and therefore put it up with my
present to her:—a man with nine grand
'chi!dren, as I have,” he continued, *can-
not very comfortably afford to lose a sum
of this nature;—I thank you heartily, Sir,
that your honesty has correéted the ill effeéts
which might have resulted from my care-
lessness:—pray, Sir, what are the charges
of the advertisements, and other expences
which you have been at?”

“Why, Sir,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer, “I
have no grand - children, you have nine;
do me the pleasure therefore to make @
present of the small sum to whlch 1he
price of the advertisements amount
your litide folks, instead of paying ltto
me.”

Mr. Robertson remonstrated, but Mr.
Leuwitzer thought his visitor looked as if
the attion was one from which he would
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derive satisfacétion, if he did not feel ashamn-
edto accept what might be construed into a
charity, and therefore said, “Come, Tll
tell you what, you shall pay me my expences,
and I will call upon you when I coine
to London, and you shall introduce me your-
self to your nine grand children.”

Mr. Roberison said it ‘would give himn
great happiness, and Mr Leuwitzer step-
ped into his liprary to fetch th’e account
of his expenditure in advertisements, from
his bureau.

When he returned to .the parlour,
he found the stranger standing with one .
foot upon a stool on the hearth in order
to raise himself the nearer to the sword
which was suspended - over the chimney-
piece, and which he appeared to be exa-
mining very attentively.

A momentary suspicion that it might
be known to him; flashed across the mind
of Mr. Leuwitzer, and he said, “ Do you
see any thing remarkable about that sword,
Sir 2
- “ Oaly that itis a very handsome one, Sir,"”
returned Mr. Robertson. :

G 3 °
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“You never by any possible means, saw.
it before then, Sir?” inquired Mr. Eeu-
witzer. :
- “ QOh dear, no Sir, never,” returned Mr,
Robertson, “I never had the pleasure of
being in' this house before.”

Mr. Leuwitzer felt immediately convinced
that nothing but common curiosity had
drawn his visitor’s observation to the sword;
and changed the conversation :—a few wi-
nutes mere entirely seltled the business
of their mecting ; and Kir. Roberison hav-
ing given Mr. Leuwilzer his addres in
London, and repeated his sense of the ob-
ligation he owed him, departed, saying
that he had a chaise waiting for him on
the road by the side of the green, mear
which Mr. Lewwitzer’s house stood.

About ten minutes after the de;{;artum-
of the old gentleman, Mr. Leuwitzer’s man
servant, who had lived with him ever since his
arriyal in England, and whose fidelity had
given him some claim to-a share in his
master's confidence, came into the parlour,
and said, “ Pray, Sir, was that gentleman
the real owner of the notes, ?”

.
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“Yes, yes, hewas the right owner,” re-
J ‘plied Mr. Leuwitzer.
> rejoined Clarke, by his
generosity to me; he gave me a guinea,
when I opened the door to let him dut,
which eould ,only be in compliment. to
yﬂu."" $1 30
“ He seems a very good kind of a man,”
said Mr. Leuwitzer.

“I guessed sv,’

“ After he bad put the guinea into my
band, 8ir,” rejoined Clarke, “ as he stood
upon the step at the door, he asked me if
you had a daughter;—1 told him no ;35
Then that young lady who lives with himr
is a foundling whom he protefls; is she
not ? he returned ;—Yes, Sir, { answered, she
is; my master makes no secret of her story.”
—“ And there is a story belonging to the
sword that hangs over the chimney-piece,
is there not?” he rejoined—“no other story
I replied, < than that my master found
it with the young lady whom he proteéts,

S < Good morning,” he returned 3
and going to a chaise which was standing

ata short distance, he got into it, and it drove
off.” i
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¢ This is strange ! very strange indeed !”
returned Mr. Leuwitzer, and he then men—"
tioned to Clarke the attentive manner in
which he had seen the stranger looking
at the sword; I can’t help thinking,” he
said,  that he knows something more a-
bout that and my dear girl than he has
confessed to us that he does.—These in-
quiries could hardly proceed from his hay-
ing at some time or other heard the story
of my finding Amica :—it is possible, cei-
tainly, that there might be no other cause
for his making them, but it does notap-
pear probable; at all events I.will make
it my business to visit him the first thing
I do in the morning, and beg of him if he
can throw any light upon the mystery of
my child, todo so !

Mr. Leuwitzer resolved to say mothing
to Amica of the geeurrences of the morn-
ing, except merely that a just claimant
'for the notes which he had found, had been
with him, and received them at his hands;
—THe did not wish to. cause her gentle
heart any unnecessary agitation; and as he.
in his own mind continued to dwell on the
circumstances just past, he became almost
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inclined himself to believe thatthe old gen-.

" *tleman’s questions had only proceeded from
the natural curiosity of all human beings
to learn the truth of any uncommon occur-
rence of which the report is circulated in
the world, ;

Since Colonel Buckhurst had retired
from the army, he had taken apartments in
Bond-street, where he passed infinitely more
of his time than he did at his father’s
‘house in Rochester ;—Valmont constantly
visited him at least once in every week,
and the Colomnel generally passed his Sun-
days at Richmond ; they were days on
which he considered it vulgar to follow his
constant custom on all other days, of
lounging away his time on the pavé of
Suint James’s street, and Bond street;——
Sunday is a day on which those ranks of
society whom trade confines to their hou-
ses and shops during all the rest of the
week, are at libe ty to breathe the air; as
well as those who have no business in ex-
istence, but pleasure ;—and the equality of
power which the day gives for pursuing
the enjoyment, renders it incompatible with

G D

2
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those who pride themselves upon their ex-
cellent breeding, to be seen abroad. |

As the Colonel seldom left Richmond till
after breakfast on the Monday morning,
Mr. Leuwiizer had sent a message to him
by Maurice, requesting him to prolong his
visit till the Tuesday, and to give him
his company at dinner on the Monday ;
—Mr. Leuwitzer considered Maurice to
lie under some ti'iﬂiug obligations to him,
incurred whilst they had been officers in
the same regiment; and desirous of can-
celling them by civility on his part to the
Colonel, had sent him the invitation just
mentioned —The Colonel had readily
accepted it, and Mr. Leuwitzer had engag-
ed a party of gentlemen to meet him.
"~ On the following morning Mr. Leuwit
zer went to London, at rather an earlier
hour than he was aceustomed to do;—a
fortnight had elapsed since he had visited
his counting house, accordingly his atten-
tion would be required to more matters
than if he had not been absent from it a-
bove a day or two : he had also resolved
to call upon Mr. Roberison that morning;
and it was besides necessary that he should
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_be returned to Richmond at five o’clock, to
receive the gentlemen who had been invited
to dine with him.

Having given a few necessary direétions at
his counting-room, he proceeded to call upon
Mr. Robertson. The street was one in the
vicinity of his own mercantile house: he
readily found the number to which the old
gentleman had himself direéted him; and,
knocking at the door, he inquired for him of
a female servant who opened it: she replied
that her master’s name was Green, that they
had no lodgers, nor any visitors at that time in
the house of the name of Robertson, or of
any other. :

Mr. Leuwitzer could only'suppose that he
had mistaken the street, ‘or the number, and
hope that his memory would shortly reétify
hiis error. He returned slowly and in thought
to his counting-room: here the first person’
who presented herself to his sight was Mrs,
Aéton. < Oh, my dear Sir!” she cried, ““how
do you do? Bless your good heart! Iknew
direéily that what was said in th adver'ise-
ment about the number of the house at Rich-
mond must mean your’s. I never had a sight
of the paper that it was in till last night after
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supper: I am sure I scarcely closed my eyes
with joy all night; and so I thought the best
way would be for me to meet you here, at your
“usual hour of coming to town,’

«What, Mrs. Aéton !—What is ltyou say
asked Mr. Leuwitzer: “let me understand
your” i '

« [ say, Sir, thank God !’ she replied, *“that
the bank-note case, and all the money in it,
that my poor husband had the misfortune to
lose out of his pocket, are safe in your hands.”

- ¢« Merciful Heaven !” cried Mr, Leu-
witzer, letting himself sink into a chair as he
spoke.  Was it your husband after all who
lost that money?”

An explanation now immediately took
place; and Mr. Leuwitzer was fully con-
vinced that the old man who had called him-
self Robertson, had been an impostor, as well
as the young one who. had introduced himself
to him by the name-of Davids; asthe husband
of Mrs. Aéton had indeed been the person
who had unfortunately dropped the note case
and ifs contents: it had been money belonging |
to the house in which he was a clerk, and he
‘had been so hurt by the stigma which had
attached iiself to his charadier from the ap-
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pearance of dishonesty that was allied with

! his misforfune, that he had been taken ill, and
was aClually confined to his bed in conse-

quence. He had put repeated advertise-
ments into various papers stating his loss, and
offering a liberal reward for the restitution of
the property; but the papers in which his
advertisements had been placed had not met
the eye of Mr. Leuwitzer, and not one of
those in which Mr. Leuwitzer had advertised
the case and iis contents had been seen by any
of Mr. Aéton’s family till the night before,
when Mrs. Aéton had by accident taken up
an old paper which had been left upon a table
by one of her lodgers, and read the welcome
intelligence that the beneyolent Mr. Leu-
witzer had found the notes of -which the loss
was causing herself and her husband so much
distress and anxiety of mind: a proof that the
great number of newspapers which arein cir-
culation in our metropolis carries with it
least as many bad consequences as could arise
from a reduced number,

When Mrs. Aéton had told her melancholy
story, Mr, Leuwitzer maintained a few mo-
ments’ silence, and then spoke thus: < Well,
‘hever mind, 1t is at all ‘events better forme to
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lose the sum of five hundred pounds than
you.” He rose, and going to one of the
desks took a blank check from the file, and
having filled it up for the sum of five hundred
pounds, he put it into the hands of Mrs,
Aéton, and said, “There, take that to my
banker, and he will pay you the money.
Some people may say that I deserve this'loss
for my carelessness; that I care nothing about:
I am myzself convinced that T was not careless,
but.gressly deceived; of this, however, I am
assured, that every justly thinking person
must be sensible, that whatever the motive
from which I parted with the money toa
dishonest claimant, it is I, and not the right
owner of the property, who deserves to suffer
for the adtion. So there 1s besides a twenty-
pound note to pay you for all the expences
you have been at for advertisements, and your
loss of time in running after me.”

It wasin vain that Mrs. Aéton attempted to
reply : the sense of real gratitude is most
forcibly expressed by the silence of the
tongue; loquacity fritters away all idea of
the obligation being felt in its true force.
It was to no purpose that the honest-hearted
Mors. Attonrendeavoured to call her organ®
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of speech to their customary funéiion: the

’ tears burst into her eyes, and she would have
fallen on her knees before her benefattor, had
he not turned hastily away, and passed
through a door at the farther end of his count-
ing-room, which led into his warehouses, in
order to avoid her thanks.

To receive those prayers and blessings,
which most human beings deem a watlfymg
remuneration for their charity, the heart of
Mr. Leuwitzer was particularly averse; the
blessing which his own feelings in these
cases afforded him, was a more grateful reward
than the voices of an universe uniting in his
praise could have bestowed on him: so un-
necessary is it for any individual to depend
on the words or aétions of his fellow-beings
for his own happiness: it requires only that
the heart be aétuated by just and proper sen-
timents of morality and religion, with the
fortitude to practice them under every cir-
cumstance of existence, to render any man

_ the most enviable and happy of his race.
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CHAPTER XII.
Retrospection.

REFLECTION on the occurrences which |
had marked the few last days, certainly did,
not tend to increase the satisfaflion of Mr.
Leuwitzer’s mind ; he felt displeased at the
additional proofs which he had gained of the
dcpravity of human beings, and also vexed
that the subtilty of a knave should have
deprived him of a sum by which 1tmight
have been in his power to have contributed
matérially to the comforts of some honest.
marn. 3 ;

Mis. Acton, in the warmth of her gratis
tude, and in the fervor of her reverence for
the liberal and generousconduct of Mr. Lepi‘_-. j
witzer, forgot even how dirty a rapid thaw
_had made the streets, and remembering oxily:
to make haste home to her hushand,‘and sl]afe
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he; joy with him, avoided neither wet nor
d;rt by running through which she short-
ened her way from the city into the
Strand.

Ill as Mr. Acton had heretofore been, the
turn which had been given to his spirits by
his wife’s discovery of the adverfisement on
the foregoing evening, had communicated
itself to his animal feelings, and the course -
of one night had produced in him a consi-
derable amendment ; ‘he was still however
.unwell, but no sooner did he hear from her
the occurrence of the morning, than no per-
suasions could restrain him from immediately
going to return his thanks in person to the
benefactor of himself and family; and as
he could not be withheld from puiting
his resolution into cffect, a coach was call-
+ ed, and Mrs. Acton returned with him into
the city. p

Averse as we have already said our bene-
volent German was, to being the auditor of
encomiums upon his own actions, he could
notin the present instance refuse the pressing
intreaties of a man circumstanced as Acton
Was, to see him; he was accordingly admitted
with his wife -into Mr, Leuwitaer’s little
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parfour adjoining to his- counting m(rm;v(
he knew the nature of his benefactor’s heart,
and therefore forbore that adulating language
by which a grosser mind would have been-
gratified; his expressions of thankfulness
were short, but from the hearf; and he then
said, “ As, Sir; it is {o my carelessness in
originally dropping the note caseand its con-
tents from my pocket, that the loss which
you so ‘generously take upon yourself is
owing, permit me o make you the only res
titution which it is in my power to offer
you; describe to me, Sir, every particular
concerning the villain to whom you deliver-
ed up the notes, and suflfer me 1o set on foot
such inquiries after him, as may eventually
ensure bim the punishment which he deservee
from the hand of justice.”

Mr. Leuwitzer never heard the sentence
of the law pronounced on a criminal, but
he pitied the individual; still, he was so well
convinced of the public necessity of not
voluntarily suffering offenders against the
rights of their fellow beings to escape un-
checked in their progress of villainy, for the
perpetration of still greater crimes than may
have already marked their course through
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saciety, that he consented to the plan pro-
,posed by Mr. Atlon; anda statement of the
case was accordingly drawn up for deliver y
to the office in Bow-street; and an adver-
tisement for insertion in some-of the public
papers, offering one hundred pounds reward
for his apprehension.

This point being settled, Aéton bent his
steps towards the house in which he had
lately been a clerk, and from which he had
been discharged on account of the aceident
which has formed the subject of our last
pages. At his first stating the fact to the prin-
eipals of the house, his honesty had been
suspected, and he had been immediately
threatened with a prison; but upon his solemn
protestations of innocence, and the recogni-
zance into which his wife’s brother had en-
tered for him, he had been allowed a2 month
of grace, in which he wasto endeavour by
the means of advertisements, &c. to recover
the notes for which his honesty stood sus-
pected ; at the expiration of that period,

 the money was either to have been paid by the
surety, or the unfortunate Aéton sent to a
prison, o

Y &
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He was received by one of the partners
of the house; Mr. Leuwitzer’s check was
universally known to be good; it was ac-
cordingly accepted without hesitation in
payment of the sum for which Aé&lon stood
indebted to the firm; but they refused to
reinstate him in his former situation in
their service.

When Mr. Leuwitzer returned to Rich-
mond it wanted but a few minutes of his
dinner hour; thus he had scarcely time- to
relate the ocecurrences of the morning to
his family before some of his company ar-
rived. e :

_Their conversation during dinner, asit
may naturally be supposed, turned upon
the knavery which had been praéiised
against their entertainer; all agreed that it
was evident there had been a collusion be-
tween the young fellow who had called
himself Davids and the old man ; that
the former bad carried in his mind the
number and signatures of the notes, and
communicated them to his accomplice, who
had procceded upon.the knowledge thus
obtained ;—some proposed to him one me-
thod for endeavouring to gain redress, some
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)auother, till- wandering from the subjeéi
of Mr. Leuwitzer’s loss, they began to in-
quire who Acton was ?—1 have known
him a long while for an honest man,”
replied Mr. Leuwitzer, “he, and his wife
once. lived at Richmond; she it was, un-
der whose care I first placed Amica.”
Colonel Buckhurst declared that Amica

was the finest girl he knew, and proposed
her health in a bumper.

'/ The ' conversation now turned upon the
story of her whom they had just toasted
~Some of the party had seen the sword,
end trinkets, which Mr. Leuwitzer had
found with her; but there were two: gen-
tlemen present besides Colonel Buckhurst
to- whom they had never been shewn ;—
to gratify their curiosity Mr. Leuwiizer
produced them: they were handed round
with many observations ; and at lemgth the
subjeét was dropped.

Whilst they were yei at lable, ““Stanton !”

cried the Colonel, «“will you take a drive

~ down with me ¢ Rochester to-morrow for
a day or two; I shan’t stay longer upon
my honour; and if Lady Buckhurst crams
you with clotted e¢ream ands 1aince-pies

1
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my father will give you some damnegd
good wine to wash them down with ;~‘.
come, what say you ?”

Maurice did not foresee much gratifi-
cation which could result to him fromac-
companying the Colonel on a visit to his
father Sir Benjamin ; and therefore replied,
that he was so lately arrived at Richmond,
that he did not wish so soon again to leave
Mr. Leuwitzer. :

- Pshaw ! damnit, that’s all fudge,” ex-
claimed the Colonel, “you’ve got some non-
sense into your head about not liking to
go down because you don’t know my fas
ther, or some such stupid stuff as that;—
But I rule the roast there, my boy; let
that satisfy you ;—and I swear you shall
go, by '

“Well, well, don’t swear,” interrupted
Mr. Leuwitzer, “and I dare say you will
have his company; I shall be very willing
to spare him for the day or two you men-

tien.”

Maurice was sorry Mr. Leuwitzer had
taken his excuse to the Colouel so literal-
ly; but he could not with any degree of
politeness dbring forward a second; and
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therefore it was agreed that he should
"breakfast at Valmont’s on the following
morning, and set out. from thence with
the Colonel for Raochester; the Colonel de-
claring that he should positively “be in
London again on the Thursday evening at
the latest.

The Colonel had intended to take Val- .
mont as the companion of his drive down
to Rochester ; but as Valmont was pre-
vented from accompanying him by someé
church duties in which he could ‘get no
one to officiate for him, the Colonel had
resolved upon taking Stanton for his sub-
stitute, as he had an aversion to travelling
alone ; and to this cause Maurice owed the
invitation which Mr. Leuwitzer’s miscon-
ception of his apology for not aceepting
it at first, had ultimately reduced him to
the necessity of complying with.

Nor did Mr. Leuwitzer much repent the
elleél Lis interference had produced; he
wished Maurice to gain friends and aec-
quaintance ; and to that end desired him ne-
Ver to refuse any opportunities of introduc-
tion to such persons as fashion and custom
makeof consequence in the world ;—Of this
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CHAPTER XIII.

Which introduces Sir Knight.

NO wonder short memories are so much the
fashion when many a man now rolls his car-
riage over the same streets along which his fa-
ther used to croud a wheel-barrow! Let it not
be supposed ‘that our observation is made in
the way of refletting upon those to whom this
rise in life has happened; but let it at the
same time be remembered, thatthe claim it
gives them to respett depends infinitely more
upon their conduét under their influx of
prosperity, than upon the wealth and name
which it brings them.

After the foregoing hint, we think it un-
necessary to give the particulars of Sir Ben-
Jamin’s origin and rise to his present situation
and tifle, as every one knows the usnal mode
of proceeding, by which a man in the course
of half a century increases the number of his

Carriage-wheels {rom one to four: it isonly to
You, I, - H
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be done by plodding and saving: and the

sweets arising from the profits of such indus-'
ry are greatly heightened in gusto, when

there is no bitter drawback u’pon the memory

of the edge of our industry having been occa-

sionally ‘whetted upon the sharp stone of
knavery.—As to his title, they are now become

such common ware, that it is not improbable

it may soon be a distinétion te be without

one, except indeed such as are acquired upon

the field of glory, in the support of our

country’s honour and interest: these are lau-

rel wreaths which will ever bloom, when the

vervain chaplets of chamber knights shall be

withered and forgotten.

Tn person Sir Benjamin was what is-called a
hale handsome man, at the age of ﬁfty-seven‘:
he was tall and robust; his limbs were jointed
together with more firmness than symmetry;
his person was fair, and his eyes remarkably
light; but they were gifted with a quickness
of expression, which is more usually found in
the dark countenance and black eye,—it did
not indicate depth of understandiug, but
craftiness and policy, and in conveying this
idea it was a true index of the knight’s mind:
a fixed colour in his cheeks made him appear
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_younger than he was; and he really would
have been a handsome man, but for two per-
sonal defeSts—the one chargeable upon the
hand of nature, the other upon that of art:
in the latter instance, the scissars of the tonsor
had deprived him at an early age of his hair,
and its substitute was a highly-frizzed and
powdered wig; in the former, the razor of
nature had shaved off the tip of a nose, which
if it had not been cut short at the immediate
point where it shewed an inclination to have
become a curve, would have been a handsome
Roman appendage to his countenance: but
these accidents are nothing where a man is -
rich; Sir Benjamin was reputed to be an hun-
dred-thousand-pound man—and instead of
aRoman nose being important to such a man,
it matters not whether he has a nose at all. -

~ In arithmetic he was a proficient; of geo-
graphy he knew a little by rote, but to have
referred him to a map would have puzzled him
beyond all conception: of history he knew
most of the popular stories, and there ended
his knowledge of that; for had he been
questioned whether the signing of the Magna
Charta or the defeat of the Armada was the
nore remote circnmstance, he would have

H 2
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been' exceedingly at a loss how to reply.—
He could write pretty well; that is, he could
make all the letters of the alphabet in decent
"shape and proportion: but if he began a sen-
tence in the third person, he ended it in the
first; and if he could not conjugate; he could
still contrive to introduce all the tenses into
one halfsheet of compositien. He could
read with tolerable correéiness most words of
not more than three syllables; but where he
blundered, was in the properly conneéiing, or
dividing the words he read; as he had a trick
of; making full stops where there was not
even a comma, and of sometimes galloping
over periods without allowing himself fo
breathe.

Sir Benjamin being a gentleman, chose
always to be dressed like one ; a weighty silver
buckle made him a gentleman’s foot; a satin |
waistcoat conferred the same dignity on the
part it covered; every limb was alike render-
ed part of a gentleman, by being clad in the
best and most costly apparel; and even his
nose had its snuff administered to it like 2
gentleman’s nose, from a hand ornamented

" with a diamond ring, which fetched the
rappee frgm a gold box set with rubies.
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And now having dressed him all over like a
" gentleman, we will attend him on his first
expedition in courtship.—This was to the
daughter of a country gentleman, of consi-
derable landed property, and good establish-
ment in his own county: she was tired of her
home, and so without much persuasion ran
the risk of becoming equally tired of Sir
Benjamin; but, as the Fates decreed if, he
first grew weary of her. The daughters of
some country gentlemen who keep up good
establishments, and outlive in appearance men
of the same fortune who reside in cities, know
nothing of money but the name: they ride
in a coach which is more frequently drawn by
four horses than two, because the same ani-
mals will the next hour be serviceable at the
plough. They give two-fourse dinners, of
which the delicacies have been reared at a
very small cost in a farm at the bottom of the
park. They frame excuses for not mixing in
pliblic places in the county, on account of the
expence. Thus when the daughters once
. become wives, all they think of is doing what
they have not had the power of Hoing be-
fore, y

H3
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This ‘discovery was made to Sir Benjamin
in the person of his first wife. Like one just’
recovered from a severe illness, whose appe-
tite becomes insatiable as health and strength
return, and to whom the effeéls of unrestrain-
ed indulgence are certain to prove fatal, Eady
Buckhurst, in her eager pursuit after pleasure,
fell the viCtim of her immoderate desires:
the event of her leaving her chamber too soon
after the birth of the Colonel, who was their
only child, in order to be present ata ball in
the neighbourhood, was her death. Whether
Sir Benjamin had other reasons for not ¢on-
tradiéling her, or whether he had a mind io
try the irutn or ine proverd whiia sayy
“Give a woman her own way and kill her,”
we cannot take upon us to determine; we can
only state that as far as the with-holding of
proper advice for restraining the foolish
aglions of a wife can be termed indulgence,
that he was indulgent beyond all dispute; and
the violence of his grief may be estimated from
the reply which he made to a friend, who
remarked how elegant and expensive a funeral
he had given his wife. « Yes, it has cost mea
good round sum,” he said; “ but it is cheap
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compared to the five shillings I gave for her
" wedding-ring.”

From this time Sir Benjamin thought no
more for many years of the holy yoke of.
wedlock: in the fowler’s phrase, he laid down
the gun and took up the net; that is, from
having been a regular sportsman on his own
estate, he now became a poacher on his neigh-
bours’ manors. Game of all kinds is much
more easily brought down with a golden
cartridge than a leaden shot, and Sir Benja-
min never wanted his bird: it was even whis-
pered that he had a young covey of his ownj;
but the suspeéted mother took flight from the
neighbourhood, and the report died away at
her departure,

Besides the little hobbies which a man rides
in his hours of retirement from the public
gaze, he has usnally some gigantic inclination
of the war-horse kind, which he bestrides in
the eyes of the world; and that upon which
Sir Benjamin had for some time past held an
uneasy seat was an infatuation to be returned
2 member of parliament.

For many places he had made the attempt
of gelting himself nominated without being
able to accomplish his design; for the bo-

: H 4
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rough of Derby he had stood two unsuccessful
polls, and spent no inconsiderable sum of (
money upon each canyass; still his spirit was
not broken—the nervous irritation which had
settled itself in a certain part of his frame
nothing could compose but the a6t of pressmg
a seat in Saint Stephen’s ch’mpe]

About seven years from the present time, a
vacancy suddenly occurring by the death of a
member in the representation of the city of
Exeter, Sir Benjamin posted down thither
with all speed. He had scarcely a single
acquaintance in the place, and certainly no
interest: his son, at that time a lieutenant in
the army, happened to be quartered there;
he had received civilities from various families
in the place, and imagining himself able to
engage some strength in his father’s cause,
had invited him down to siand a contested
eleétion.

The first question asked by the inhabitants

swas, “Through which interest Sir Benjamin
wished to come in ?— V¥ hat were his politics?”
And this was the most difficult question that
could have been proposed to him; for Sir
Benjamin knew no more about politics than
the chair in which he hoped to be tossed
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_above the heads of the applauding multitude.
He neither wanted to vote on this side, nor on
that; he only wanted to be a parliament-
man.

A man in Sir Benjamin’s situation, who is .
not immoveably fixed in his principles, must
soon fall into disgrace with both sides, espe-
cially in a place where party spirit is carried
to a considerable height; and where it may
naturally be supposed that each individual
has an eye to his own advantage in the dis-
play which he makes of his zeal for the
public good.

“ Damn it, Sir!” cried the knight’s son,
“this will neverdo. Your telling the people
you intend to serve the city if they return you
one of theit representatives, means nothing;
they want to know the how, and the why :—
your chance ain’t worth ‘a fillip, unless you
declare yourself instantly a firm adherent
either to black or to white.”

With all possible precipitaucy, Sir Benja-
min followed his son’s advice; but those
whom he now seleéted for his countenance to

_shineupon, not having any very satisfattory
opinion of him in charaéter of a sun; but

HD a
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thinking that he more strongly resembled the,
sun-flower, turning itself for warmth to them,
stuck to a man whom they believed more firm
in the principles they professed, and Sir Ben-
jamin’s visits of canvass were but coolly re-
ceived.

‘With all these disadvantages Sir Benjamin
was still not to be discouraged from standing
the poll: the Colonel kept constantly heart-
ening him with the exclamations of, It will
do! Ttwilldo, by G—d! only cram them,
Sir; give them all they can eat and drink;
sing to them; “talk to them; shake hands with
the men; kiss the women ; and you have them
all your own.”

And in these particulars the Colonel was
right : they would willingly do all t%lew
things with his father; but their minds were
mevertheless made up to vote according to the |
interest of those with whom it was much more
to their real advantage to keep in favour, than
to consider who was to be their represente-
tive in parliament.

At length the day of ele€lion arrived: the
conquest was violently contested for by tWo
other candidates of opposite principles; and
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the only thing in which both parties appeared
to be unanimous, was their: resolution of
hrowing out the aspiring Sir Benjamin.

The Colonel had managed to assemble a
good many friends round his father’s booth;
but, unfortupately, they were all persons
without votes or interest; they however pos-
sessed the talent of making a noise, and the
Colonel judging that the show of violent
applause might draw strength to their num-
bers, persuaded his father to make a speech.

As an orator, it may be easily imagined
that Sir Benjamin found himself more per-
plexed than he had done in settling his party.
« What can I say?” he inquired of his son:
«T know nothing about speechifying—not .
I have told them all I have to say in my ad-
dress to the freemen. Sappose I read that to
them ?*

« Oh no, no; nothing of that kind !”” cried
the Colonel, petulantly: “you must flam
them about their trade, their manufatures,
andsoon. Tell them you’ll promote their
advantage when you get into parliament—
ihat’s ‘the way, Sir! that’s the way!
Come, Sir; come, every moment you lose,
the votes are going to your oppenent.”

. H 6 - >
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1 shall never get through it,” returned
Sir Benjamin;. “ and yet, if I thought it wasl
likely to do me any good Talk to them
about their manufadiure, don’t you say?—
» Stuff ain

““Yes, Sir! yes,” replied his son: now then
lose no time.”

« Gentlemen,” Sir Benjamin began, hum-
ming and hawing between eyery other word;
¢If I have the honour to be a member of par-
liament—that is, I mean, if I have the honour
torepresent you,—I’ll do and say all I can to
serve your manufaétures,—for I am con-
vinced they are very charming things:—Gen-
tlemen, very charming things!—OCh, stuff'is
an admirable commodity {—There’s nothing
like stuff!—"Too much ean’t be said in praise
of stuff!—Stuff is, gentlemen—stuff is”—

-« Oh, damn it ! this all stuff!” cried a wag
from the middle of the mob.—< He’ll never
do for us!”

A roar of laughter burst from every mouth,
and the unfortunate Sir Benjamin could not
by any possible means recover himself suffi-
ciently to proceed in hisspeech: howeveritis
very improbable, that had his eloquence been
of a different pature from what it was, it
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CHAPTER XIV.
Which introduces the Knight’s Lady.

AFTER his defeat, Sir Benjamin felt
that it would be as uncomfortable to him
immediately to return home, as to remain in
Exeter ;—The Colonel accordingly proposed
a short visit to Sidmouth ; it happened to
be the season at which that spot is resort-
ed to as a wateving place by a good deal
of company, and the Colonel finding a-
mongst the number some of his Devon-
shire acquaintance who had not taken an
attive share in the late eleion, his fa-
ther and himself associated with them dur-
ing their stay in that place.

Amongst the number was a Mrs. Dimick;
this lady was a widow, who had just com-
pleted her fifty-seventh year; she was a neat,
dapper, little woman of a tolerably good
form, bup ill favoured face, being most
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, egregiously marked by the small-pox; her
husband had been a manufaéiurer in the
city of Exeter, but had retired from busi-
ness a few years before his death, to a
house which he had purehased in the vi-
cirfity of Topsham; he had now been dead
five years, and to the surprise of every
one, his lady was yeta widow;—and in-
deed 1t was a matter of astonishment, for
she had seventy thousand sierling charms to
recommend her to the notice of a second
husband.

This piece of intelligence Sir Benjamin
heard a few hours after his introduéiion
to her, and almost immediately on becom-
ing acquainted with it, he formed the re-
solution of making an offer of his hand to
thelady ; or as it might with greater pro-
priety be termed, of pefitioning her to put
her money into his purse ;—for the con-
tents of his own had been very conside-
rably diminished by his efforts to get seat-
ed in the aforementioned chapel; and he
began to think it absolutely necesiary to
seek the means of re-establishing them.

Mr:. Dimick seemed to be the woman ex-
aétly suited to his purpose ; but he resolved to
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be certain that she was so, before he encum-,

bered himself with her person ; he recolleéted
even now, remote as the period was, his
former wife’s extravagance with a sigh,
and he was determined to be satisfied that
Mis. Dimick had not the same inclinations,
before he professed himself her admirer.
He made particular inquiries to this end
of a common friend of them both, by whom
he was informed that Mrs. Dimick’s father
had been only a small manufaéturer of yarn;
that she had been brought up with the

most rigid notions of economy, in which"
she had been' strengthened by her hus-

band, who hkad amassed his fortune entire-
1y by trade ; and that now although mistress

of the fortune she possessed, her establigh<

ment consisted of only two maid servants,

and a boy who drove her to the Topsham'
market every Saturday morning in a taxed

cart, which she kept for that purpose.

On receiving this grateful information
Sir Benjamin returned a hint of his- ideas
respeting the widow ; and whether the

friend communicated them to her ¥r not,

it was undoubtedly evident that she con-
2 I
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dutied herself with much complacency to-
‘wards the knight; and appeared very fully
prepared to take upon herself the  duties
of Lady Buckhurst:—the lady had setiled
to leave Sidmouth two days before the Co-
lonel and his father had thought of depart-
ing from it; and.Mrs. Dimick engaged
them, and a few more of her friends, to
dine with her on the day of their return
to Exeter, at her villa, on their way to
that place.

The most trivial circumstances it has
been commonly remarked in affairs of much
greater importance than the transformation
of a. Mrs. Dimick into a Lady Buck-
hurst have been the causes of aétions of
consequeme

On arriving at the good ladys house on
the day fixed upon for them to dine with
her, they found their hostess in a great a-
gf[atmn which had maniled her cheeks
with an unusual colour, and which Sir Ben-
jamin flattered himself had arisen from her
fatigue i in inspedting the preparations which
had been%aklng for the feast; but this was
not the exat cause of the lady’s present.

3
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warmth ;—she had that morning lost from
her finger her. wedding-ring, which she
valued more, she said, than any present
she had ever received from her dear dead
Mr. Dimick.

The dinner to which they sat down,
was marked by the most inviting neat-
ness ; the table was handsomely but not
extravagantly covered ; and the feast pro-
ceeded with due form and propriety, till
Sir Benjamin started up from table, choak-
ed ; he had been eating a slice of ham,
and part of a fillet of veal; and as they
were both free from bones, every one was
wondering what could occasion the accident
he was labouring under.

At length with a long cough, partakmg
rather’ mere of the nature of a groan, Sir
Benjamin drew from his throat Mrs. Di- |
mick’s gold ring ;—this occasioned greater
surprise than the knight’s obstrutied swal-
low bad dope ; and the good lady hostess
was obliged to confess that she had her-
self made the force-meat for the veal;
which avowal accounted both for the los-
ing and the fiading of the ring.

e
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This accident, at which no one but the
Knight himself could have felt displeased,
produced him the highest degree of satis-
faétion, as it gave him a full convifiion of
Mrs. Dimick’s economical prineiples ; and
he resolved to ask her permission that even-
ing to pay her a morning visit on the
following day, for the purpose of making
to her a declaration of his passion :—
for let men marry from whatever consi-
deration they may, they invariably fancy
that love has at least some little concera in
the business. .

The widow returned a most polite af-
firmative €5 lis request; and at the hour
agreed upon for his coming, he found her
in a Chinese summer-house at the bottom
of the garden; which it was not improba~
- ble to suppose she had selefted to receive
him in, from the poetical illasion which |
every mind commonly draws between love,
and demi-al-fresco buildings of this kind.

However, if not of love, their conver
sation was in a very few minutes upon
matrimony ; the lady had been prepared
for the Knight's question, and had already
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determined how to reply to it :—She was
herself the daughter of a man whose first
consideration had at all times been money;
her first husband’s disposition had been ve-
ry similar to her father’s, and therefore
from having been aceustomed to contem-
plate their charaCters, and to believe their
a¢lions always becoming, she was not at
all surprised that Sir Benjamin in his of-
fer of himself to her, inserted a clause of,
« Provided, Ma’am, your fortune is equal
to what I have understcod that it is, and
at your own disposal.”

“ Why look you, Sit I . “~min,” return-
ed the lady, “ fair dealing is a jewel, and
I would not for the world impose upon
nobody.”—Mus. Dimick baving been born
and bred in a most homely manner, and
ber education having in every respeéibeen
very contraéted, as her charafler and man-
“mers farther develope themselves, many par:
ticularities will be observable in the lady’s
language and conduci; but of these as
they occur.

« Poor dear ™Mr. Dimick,” she conti-
nued, < would not have gone to the grave
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the rich man bhe did, but for me ;—while
he earned money in the counting room,
I made savings in house keeping ; and all
sensible people know that where fortunes
are made in business, saving is as good a
friend as getting ;—Mr. Dimick considered
this, and left me his whole seventy thou-
sand pounds that he died worth, with on-
l_)" one exception.”

 And pray, Ma’am, what might that be?”
inquired Sir Benjumiu, who felt some a-
larm lest the condition of her possessing
this mest enviable sum, should be her
continuing in the state of widowhood.

In reply to this question, the lady pro-
ceeded to inform him, that her union with
Mr. Dimick had been blessed with only
one child, a daughter, whom ' she had

. christened after herself by the name of
Amy ; that when this child was ahbout three
years old, having one day left her at play
I a small garden which divided their
house from the road, on her return to look
for her, the child was not to be found;
that she had immediately raised an alarm
after her, but without its obiaining the de-
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sired end of restoring her to the arms of
her parents, as she had never since that
period been heard of; and that the only
conjeéture which they could form con-
cerning her, was, that she must have been
carried off by gypsies; as a gang of them
had been seen in the neighbourhood that
very day, and disappeared from it imme-
diately on the loss of the child becoming ge-
nerally known:

Here, as it may be natural to suppose,
Mis. Dimick dropt a tear to the memory
of her daughter; and Sir Benjamin in a
very able manner affefled to sympathize in
her affliétion. ;

After a few moment’s pause, she conti-
nued her explanation, “ The condition,”
she said, ‘“which her late husband. had an-
nexed to his will, respefiing the whole
property of which he had died possessed,
being. indivisibly hers, was this ; that n
case their lost child should ever be restored to
her mother, Mrs. Dimick should on herbe:
coming of age, be bound to pay into her
hands the sum of twenty thousand pounds.”
“but,” added she, “indeed I think
it very unlikely that I should ever see
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Amy again ; and should she by any um-
‘foreseen accident come back to me, she is
but eleven, if she 1s alive; so there are
ten years yet to come, before I am bound in
law to pay her her fortunes; and take
twenty from seventy, there are still fifty
thousand goed pounds left then.”

Thus argued Mus. Dimick, and from her
arguments Sir Benjamin very clearly un-
derstood, that although according to her
own declaration, she would not for the
world impose upon nobody, there was a
somebody whom she would at that moment
be very reluétant to give up; and baving
resolved in his own mind that the chance of
the lost child’s return should not be any ob-
stacle to his becoming her husband, he deter-
mined to profit by the eagernessshe displayed
for a participation of the honor of his
knighthood, to strike a good bargain with
her respeéting her marriage setilement.

- Accordingly the agreement which the
koight contrived to make with her was, that
1n case her daughter should never be restored
to her, the twenty thousand pounds which
her father had willed her, should be consi-
dered as Mrs, Dimick’s marriage settlement ;
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and that if her daughter ever did return to her,

he would immediately- give her a bond for’
half the sum, or an-annuity of seven hundred

poundsia year for her life: * Positive, ‘hersel.f
that her child was no more, Mrs. Dimick with

very little difficulty agreed to;these terms; a

lawyer accordingly rendered 'ihem firm

and binding, and Sir Benjamin haviog be¢n

absent forabout a month in Kent, to prepare

for the reception of hislady athis house, re-

turned into Devenshire, and gave his hand to

Mirs. Dimick.

The ringing of bells, firing of pop-guns,
and many other noisy expressions of joy,
welcomed the new Lady Buckhurst into' Ro-
chester; all the inbabitants of the cityand
county round about, flocked to pay their
compﬁ'ments to the bride, and all contended
for the honor of receiving her at their re-
spective houses ; although there wasscarcely
any one who did not throw out some sneer
against her manners, ber dialeét, her dress,
or some particular about her; which shews
" that they were all people of fashion them-
selves, eager to have their table graced by en-
terfaining a title, let who would wearit; and
willing to pay the most devout respeét to the
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most devout respeét to the faces of those
“whom they laughed at behind their backs;
which is the very quintessence of good
breeding, according to the explanation we
should find of it in a new diétionary
written by a pupil of fon within the last
ten years, if there were sucha book to refer
to.

Lady Buckhurst thus gaining all the
notice she had expecied from her title, was
more than satisfied with her change of name,
and loss of money ; her sense was not of that
discriminating kind, nor her feelings of that
delicate nature to inquire into, or care about.
the reason why she received adulation and
attention ; she had them, and that was enough

for her; or probably she might be so welj
satistied with herself, that her repose of mind
nevet was disturbed with the idea of a possi-
bility enstmg, of all other persons not seeing
her in the same light in which she regarded
herself ; and this is a cause which renders
Many more persons happy than any other in-
vention which has yet been discovered for the
purpose.

As people always hear what is said of

their neig: ghbours, and very seldom have any
Vor, I I












BUMAN BEINGS. 171
. dishes, is entirely’ exploded;” '%er ladyship
had no opportunity of “ascertaining ; what
was the opinion’ of her' guests upon' these
matters, but'by making an intimate acquain-
tance ‘with some friend, whe would' let her
into a knowledge of these particulars; and
for this purpose she paid ‘many civilities to
an old tabby of the place, who had for many
years been stiled the Walking Gazeite; and
whose  communications and favorable re-
ports were at the service of any body who
would reward them with a good dianos,
which ‘she could ill afford to provide for kei-
self at home. .
" Accordingly in order to insinuate
thoroughly into the good graces «
Una Withers, she never omitled her

‘herself
8

to her parties, when she wanted an odd one
to fill up a vaeant place at the table; sending
for her when the re€tor accidentally dropped
in-to tea, and Sir Benjamin and ' herself
wished for a fourth to make up a pool at
quadrille; and having lately sent her a pre-
sent of a hare, which she had first dispatched
in the morning to another friend, and which
after having passed through a variety of
bands, had travelled home to her again at
13
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»ithe greens; Pl throw up the sash into the
i patlour, and as soon as they are come, I'll
introduce the subjeét of your dinner, with-
out their knowing any thing of your being
within hearing'; and then you will have thelr
real thoughts-upon it.”

Her ladyship admired the idea, as her
friend assured her that she would not hear
hersslf run down ; and at the hour that Miss
Withers's company was expeéted, Lady
Buckhurst took her seat in the little green-
house; it being agreed that when she had
been sufficiently long the auditor of encomi
ums upon herself and her dinners, she

, should leave her retreat by a back door which
led into the kitehen, and come and j _]om the
party at tea. y

A few' minutes after the arnva.l of her
guests Miss Withers kept her promise of
introducing the subjeét of Lady Buckhurst’s

. last dinner;—it received much praise at the
lips of its fair judges, and her ladyship felt
the carnation on her cheeks increasing with
every fresh encomium. :

Two of the ladies now assembled at Miss
Withers's had not been of the number invited
to this fea.st and they requested to bemformed

I 4

>
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of ‘whit the dinner-hidd ¢onsisted;’ this Miss .
Una took upon her to dcquaint’ them with,
and' proceeded through' the first course with
as great accuracy ‘as Lady Buckhurst herself
could have dene; biit“in ‘recounting ithe
second, she ‘could mnot recolleét what had
been one of the side dishes; she appealed o
sach of her'guests as had been of the party;
they were- equally at a loss;—* there ‘were
stewed oysters on one side,” said Miss Una;
“ but-what could the other side be?” o
' Lady Buekhurst’s pride had been so highly
gratified by the encomiums bestowed on her
feast, that her joy was raised to an uncon-
trolable pitch, and entirely forgetting that
she was in ambush, she called out in reply
to Miss Una’s question of  what could the
other side be?”— why mushrooms, ladies!”
At the first sound of her voice, as great a
consternation seized the party, as if a spirit
had appeared amongst them; but quickly
recovering themselves they ran to the win=
dow from which the voice had proceeded,
and discovered her ladyship in her conceal-
ment; covered with blushes, she attempled
an awkward apology for being found there,
by saying-that she had come in that way,
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CHAPTER XV,
W hat may perhaps be anticipated,

i HOWEVER, regardless of nicknames and
such foolish trifles as may Be offensive to
wmany; but never rufile the self-satisfation of
people who can turn to their hundred thou-
sands for comfort, for consequence, and for
name, Sir Benjamin and his lady continued
to live together a very happy couple; who,
if they never experienced the fire of adoration,
never suffered from the coldness of negleéi:
not that we wish to insinuate one word
against the immaculate chastity of the lady,
but merely to hint that Sir Benjamin could
10t abselutely break himself of his poaching
dricks, though he was again in possession of a
matrimonial manor of his own.

Since his defeat, at Exeter, Six BenJamln
‘had made me more attempts at entering the
chapel of Saint Stephen, although the uncom-

©
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fortable irritation under which he laboured
had not at all abated, and could be subdued
by no medicine but a seat in it: he had
resolved to let the noise of hislast failure die
away a little'in the world before he stood
forth again, and then to proceed upon what
he believed and hoped would prove to him
surer means of success. He had meanwhile
been speculating- deeply in trade; from a
variety of projeéis, in some of which he had
failed and in others prospered, he had lately
entered deeply into the Spanish and Portugal
trade, and nuts and wine now divided his
thoughts with the honours of parliamentary
dignity.

Upon his son’s retiring fmm the army he
had added his name to the firm of the house;
and his presence being on this account occa-
sionally required at Rochester, was the reason
of his present visit of two or three days to his
father’s house, upon which Maurice Stanton
was his companion.

The reception which Maurice met with
from Sir Benjamin and her ladyship fully
conyvinced him of what the Colonel had
asserted, that his will was the law of his
father’s house his prophecy too respeéting

16
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the good things with 'which. Lady Buckhust,
would' treat them proved correét ; as did,also
the charaéier he had given: of the Knights
wine, who kept an excellent stock of port,
more out of gratification to his own taste than
compliment to ‘the palates of his guests; asiit
was  his ‘pleasure to take a most liberal ;pota-
tion of it évery day after dinner, 1n: ordersto
drive from his bead the anxieties of traderin
whichhe had passed the morning: +
In'a family like Sir Benjamin’s; it appears
almost needless to say that the conversation
was never of a.more exalted nature than upon
the topics of the day; and it may beaswunne-
cessary to repeat to most of our readers; s
people eapable only of conversing on frivelons
subjeéts' are those who at all times tell ihe
most; and for this plain reason,—because ne
portion of their time is given to reflection.
“What’s the news in London, gentlemen?”
awas the question which Lady Buckhurst.and
her friend Miss Withers proposed to Maurice
and the Colonel, when they had retired to
the tea-room after dinner. 'The Colonel
placed himself between them, and having run
 through a variety of fashionable anecdotes, he
exclaimed, “* I'll tell you what though, if you

e
325
















HUMAN BEINGS. 185 ¢

been found again. “ How can you think of
such a thing?” he repeated. . * 1I’m sure you.
can’t say but what I’ve always behaved well
to you, and so I shall to them that belong Lo,
you—as long as they and you bebaye well to
T0eis ?

“ Well, I knew you would,” answered the
. lady, impressing 2 kiss on his lips; which she
thought 1t a favour to bestow, whatever the
Knight might consider it to receive; then
added, < Do, my dear, let me have the coach,
and go and fetch her home direétly.”

This request was soon over-ruled by the
persuasions of all present, as it was already
past ten o’clock at night.

“ Upon my honour,” cried the Colonel
¢ your daughter, Ma’am, is a girl to be proud
of | Devilishly handsome ! —uncommonly
* well made!—all her points in damned good
order |

“.Pretty creature!-—dear Amy!” cried her
Ladyship. < But is she sensible?—I hope
she’s sensible !

We have already heard the Colonel’s opi-
nion of a woman’s sense; < not worth having
according to his idea,” which perhaps pro-
eeeded from a consciousness of his vwn defi-

i
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sowards: her daughter as it became a mother
to do; that she had very frequently passed
hours in solitude, upbraiding herself for hav-
ing left the child alone in ‘the garden at the
fatal moment of her disappearance; and that
she had resolved, if ever she were restored to
her, to make amends for what she had suffered
from her apparent neglefi.

Sir. Benjamin was one of those human

beings who always pretend that necessity is
choice; who cannot bear the appearance of
bending to any obligation, and therefore
always affect to meet unpleasantco ﬂtiugenéiés
with a smile: a circumstance of this nature
did he regard the present, and accordingly he
tesolved to affeét a participation of his wife’s
Jjoy. ;
.+ The Colonel was better pleased than his
father, although he said less about it. Amica
we have already heard from his own lips had
inspired him with sentiments of admiration ;
and he felt highly gratified at the idea of hav-:
ing her an inmate of his father’s house, where
he might without restraint enjoy her society
whenever he pleased ; and this knowledge
filled him with rapture, though he had not
et resolyed what use to make of it.” '
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which it exafis gratitude; but these can
alone be preserved by a continual intercourse;
when the parties thus allied are separated
for a very great length of time, they may,
on meeting again, be prompted by a sense
of duty to believe they feel them still, but
reality only exists in the support which
it receives from concomitant ideas, and
recolleCtions.

Amica too, he ‘considered would not
less accutely feel the change of her bene-
fadtor :—1It was possible that although Lady
Buckhurst was to travel with her own hors-
es, she might reach Richmond in the even-
ing, before Mr. Leuwitzer was returned home
from London.——How unpleasantly would
Amica be situated to be alone at the moment
of her receiving information of this mate-
tial nature to the happiness or misery of her
future life !—1He had no means of reaching
Richmond himself before Lady Buckhurst
could arrive there, and accordingly as soon
as he heard some of the servants of Sir
Benjamin’s family stirring, he rang his bell,
and haying requested a candle, he sat down
to write to Mr. Leuwitzer.
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daughter, would do her the favor to accom-
‘pany her? :

Maurice readily replied in the affirmative;
but the Colonel declared that he .could not
part with him; he had engaged him, he
said, to dine with the hunt of which he was
himself a member, that day; and’could not
think of appearing alone, after he had pro-
mised to bring a friend with him.—The
Colonel, it may be easily understood, had
perceived Maurice’s predileétion for Amica,
and ‘thinking it most conducive to his ewn
views to keep him just at this critical mo-
ment of her fate, as much as poésible from her
sight; as also from the long téte a téte; with
hér mother, which the ride from Roches-
ter ‘to. Richmond would afford; judging -
that at the moment her ladyship’s heart wag

_open with her joy at the recovery of her
~ daughter, she would possibly admit into it
any one who spoke in that daughter’s
praise; an admission which in the case
‘_ of Maurlce Stanton might in the course
of time prove of dxsagreeable consequences
‘l to himself; he exerted that authority which
'5 Was mever coutemded against in his father’s
i Yor. L, K
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_ house, to, vnthhold hml fromn accedmg to
her Ladyshlp_ s proposition.
~ Miss. Withers, therefore, whom we have
already seen her Ladyship was accustomed to
resortto, as a last resource upon many occa-
sions,-was invited to go the journey with her;
and at a little after ten o’clock in the morn-
ing they set off.

During their ride her ladyshlps con-
versation cowsisted of the same wonderings
and guessings relative to the shape, size,

*

accomplishments, &e. of her daughter, which
had composed it the evening before.
From Maurice Stanton she bad procuréd}.(g,
Jetter of introduction to Mr. Icuwitzi;r,
and this she kept constantly in her band,
conning over the superscription, that she
might, as she expressed it, “ get as perfect
as possible in the Jarman gentleman’s name,
for the W in the middle of it made it a very
difficult word to speak.”

Mr. Leuwitzer received the letter written
by Maurice that morning, just as Maurice
had desired he should, at his counting-room
in . London. The idea of parting from
- Arnica was to him the severest stroke which

€
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_ fate had ever levelled at his happmess, still
it was an event for which he had’ ever kept
himself prepired, how much soever he mxght
have wished it mever to happen; and as he
had never been one of those men who suffer
themselves to.be violently moved to pleasure
or pain by occurrences of little weight, he
had preserved an habitual strength of mmd‘ to
support him under matters of real 1mportance
Still was self always so secondary a conside-
ration with him, thatat this moment hisgreat-
est concern was for Amica: he feared that she
might suffer severely from the necessity of be-
ing separated from him, and frombeing denied
any longer to consider him in the light of ‘4
parent ;' he conceived that she might not be
happy in the mother whom she was now for
the first time, since the influence of reason
had filled her mind, to behold; that the
thange might affe€t her health, her temper,
her happiness; and he now almost wished that
he had kept the story of her first introdue-
tion to his proteétion a secret, and thus havé
avoided the possibility of ever losing her; but
this was only the thought of « moment, when

feeling ‘was wrought to inconsiderateness by
K2 i
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affeGlion ; and with the next returned. to his
mind a due sense of the injustice which such
a step might have rendered him guilty of to
those who had the first claims mpon such
blessings as the society and smiles of Amlca
could bestow.

These were" his refletions durmg his re-
turn home from London, which he leftim-
mediately on receiving Maurice's letter—
‘Amica met him- with her usual affeétionate
weleome, and a tear started into his eye ashe
received it: she observed his emotion; and
hastily inquired the cause. 34 5id

* Maurice’s letter bad said, that Lady Buck-
hurst would reach Richmond that evening:
it was now nearly six o’clock; there “was
probably therefore little time to be lostin
anticipating her Ladyship in that discovery,
which even, unknown as she was to Mr.
Leuwiizer, he feared would not proceed from
her lips with all the gentleness and. caution
requisite for it to be conveyed with to the
delicate soul of Amica; and accordingly
placing himself in a chair next to her’s, and
‘holding her hand in his own as he spoke, and
with many a gentle pressure adding strength
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to the affe&ion of his expressions, he inform-
ed her of the visitor she had that evening to
expeét. 4 ; .

It may eaéily be imagined what were the
sensations of a heart like Amica’s, at being
informed that she was required to tear herself
from one who had in every respeét more than
fulfiiled to her the obligations of the tenderest
parent, and to transfer her duty to a siranger.
To this purpert was the first sentence which
escaped from her lips, and which interrupted
‘by ber tears, fell from them in scarcely audi-
ble accents. e :

«But stranger as she appé‘ars to you, my
dear child,” said Mr. Leuwitzer, “she is stiil
your mother, the author of your being; but
for her you had never know}h the blessing of
‘existence.” ¢

“Upon thatconsideration,” replied Amica,
“1 owe her a most material obligation; for
had she not given me life, I had never feltthe

‘happiness of being indebted to your benevo-
lence.”

Amnother intrusive tear ‘started into the eye

“of Mr. Leuwitzer, and a pause ensued.

Amica broke it: «T fear,” she said==<T

must fear, however well-intentioried a woman
L R 3
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my mother may prove; however welld lspmed

to love me as her child; that under the pro-

teCtion' of any other 'person whatsoever, I

shall feel an‘abatement of the tenderness, ‘of

the goedncss which I have expenem:(,d fwm

3L el B A

“ Justice,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer, # dé-
mands that you'suspend all judgment of your
mother till you see her; and remember, my
dear Amica, that should she prove the very
reverse of the woman on whom you eould
bestow your willing affeGtion as a meother,
that it will be your duty to shew her the siie
reverence as if she were the amiable charac-

 ter you could desire her to be. - Always beir
in your mind, that whatever the condutt ofa
pa,rént may be, it is no excuse for the unduti-
fulness of a child; and that where parentsare
really as good and as indulgent as they ought
o 'be to those to whom they have given life,
the cnildren who have received it at their
hands never can do too much for them in
acquittance of such obligation.”

L« Promise me,” rejoined Amiea, ‘ that'you
will not withdraw your love, your: adivice,
your friendship from me, and T -will endea-
vour to be:all I ought to be; and to do credit
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to tha instrutions I have received from
you.”

Unable to reply, _VIr Leuwntzet dasped
her in:his arms; and at the same instantthe
rattling of wheels, and a thundering knock at
the door, announced the approach of Lady
Buckhurst,

Amnica, who fully - comprebended the
meaning of these sounds, almest fainted as
they struck her ear. Mr. Leuwitzer im-
mediately led her into the adjoining apart-
ment, where having committed her to the care
of the female servant who attended upon her,
he returned to the parlour which he had jusi
before quitted, and where he now found Lady
Buckhurst and her companion Miss Withers.
. As the emotion which swelled Mr. Leu-
witzer’s breast could not escape even the eye
of a stranger, he resolved not to conceal from
her Ladyship the letter which he had that
afterncon received from Maurice Stanton;
a@ccordingly when she put into his hands the
one which he had written for her introduélion
to Mr. Leuwitzer, that gentleman immediately
made known to her his acquaintance with the
oucasion of her present visit to his house.

' Edge bl ¢



200 HUMAN BEINGS.

Lady Buckhurst expressed neither disap,
probation nor the reverse, at hearing that he
had been forewarned of her coming; she
burst forth without a moment’s delay into the
warmest expressions of gratitude for his kind-
ness to her ehild. ¢ Oh, youangel of a man!”
she ci‘ied, “ 1 never, never, can say enough te
thank you for having rescued my child from
the vile wretches who stole her from me!
Heaven knows that my only wonder is, that
she ever lived for you to see her where you did,
brought up as she was, the veriest cosset in all
the world! Ob, how wretched and miserable
she must have been with such raggamuf-
fins and good-for-nothing people! But you
have been her saviour: yes, that you ha:ve;«
and I will bless you for it, and God will bless
you for it; and we’ll all bless you for it.”.

Mr. Leuwitzer replied, that he had only
performed towards the child who had been
so mysteriously thrown upon his proteétion,
what he bad conceived to be his duty, and that.
the consciousness of his having done, so, car-
xied a blexsmg with it. ! 1

“ Only your duty !” exclaimed Lady Luckr-'
nur>t_ ¢ Oh yes,.y yes, that you have !—You
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, knew nothing about her! she might {c;nly
have been the child of one of thase good-for-
nothmg people that she was with; and i in such
a case it could only have been your duty, Su-,
tohave kept her from want by sending her to
the work-house, or somethmg of that kind !
But you 'see, Sir, Heaven gave you a kind of
instin8t, as T may- call it, that she was not
nobody, though she was found"in a ‘mean
habitation.™

Y'This declaration on the part of her Lady—
ship opened at once her charaéter to Mr.
Téuwitzer: the instinét of which she spoke
d.fs[)!ziyed to him the ignorance of her mind 3
and' the distinétion which she had made be-
tween the wants of children of different de-
grees in ‘distress, - and the treatment due to
them under the pressure of calamity, ‘gave
bim equally an insight inio the mean d.nd
vilgar prejudices of her heart. :

He sighed to discover that such was the
mother of his Amica, and whether her Lady-
ship judged that the sigh proceeded from the
Tecolleftion of the trouble and expence that
Asiea might have been to him is nét abso-
lutely ascertained, but it appédred very much
as if she did suppose it so, for she immediately

B 9
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said, ' Well, Sir!* well, Lam sure any expence
in the ‘way ‘of moderation that you have heen
at for. her ‘maintenance,  and to give her
accomplishments, I shall be very happy to
reckon with you about; however rich: and
generous folks may be, they have no right te
suffer the expence of bringing up other peo-
ple’s children, when. their parents are once
found to pay off the score.’

" 'Mr. Leuwitzer replied, that what he had
done for Amica had given him so much de-
light in the performance, thbat had the ex-
pence been an-hundred times greater than it
was, it would richly have repaid him; and
that: the excellence of her disposition, the
quickness of her talents, and the goodness of
her heart, rewarded him for every exertion he
had used to render her an ornament to sociely
and to herself.

““And is she really so very clever and ac-
complished ?” cried Lady Buckhurst.—0h
.my dear, charming, good Sir! how wise 2
‘man you are o have given her suchan edu-
cation; for what, as I often say, is a person
without a little Zerning2—And she is hand-
some t0o, very handsome; is not she, Sir?”

' Mr. Leawitzer replied in the affirmative
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«« Oh, ‘the dear beautiful creaturs!” ex-
claimed her Ladyship. - Pray; Sir, let me
see her: 1 am dying to see and embrace her,
and give her my blessing.”

“ Grant ‘me  first a ‘moment’s delay, Ma-
dany;?said Mir. Leuwitzer:; < let us I beg of
you; before I introduce her to you as your
daughter, be assured, from your own sight of
the ‘frinkets, upon which youw ground the
opinion of her being your lost child, that she
is'really so;” and as he spoke, he drew them:
from his pocket, and laid them upon the
table before Lady Buckhurst:

s Oh; Lordbless me! Aye,” said she, I
dould swear to this toothpick-case any where?
Mr. Dimick gave it me'the day after we were
married, and a bunch of citron=wood footh=-
picks along with it, and charged me never to
use pins for the purpose of picking my teeth
again; and I promised bim T never would,
for I did every thing ke desired e to-do to
make him happy. Oh, I rémermber allabout
itheTt “is lined, sith blue velvet, and: the
Jooking-glass iy the lid is cracleed down the
‘iddle.””

She r, pened the case, and the inside verified.
Ber Fssertions. “The tea-spoon antl the thim-

K 6
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ble she: declared 'she was equally well ac.
quainted with; and no doubt now remaining
of her being the mother of the child left in the
same apartment in which the articles had
been found, Mr. Leuwitzer desired her Lady-
ship to be seated whilst he went: to bring
Anmica to her. : i
The many excellent precepts, both religious
and moral, which the good German had in-
culcated into the heart of Amica had been
sown in a happy soil, where they had thriven
cwith the utmost huxuriance; and of the wa-
rious lessons which had Howed from his
tongue upon her listening and attentive ear,
oue of the moral obligations npon which he
bad laid the greatest stress had been that of
“filiat duty: he had ever foreseen the possibili-
ty of her being called upon to acknowledge a
tie of the most intimate nature with some
being whom the refinement of her ideas, the
delicacy of her enlightened mind, might,
without much caution owu his part in prepar-
ang her for the contingency, lead her to con-
sider in a light of horror and disgust; on this
account therefore, not Tess than from a con-
vittion that filial obedienee is one of the most
prominenk of the virtues, he had ever laid

.
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upomn it the greatest siress in those admonitions
which he had. constantly been in the habit of

-giving her for the regulation and happiness of
her life.

During the half-hour that he was absent
from her in. conversation with Lady Buek-
hurst, she had used her utmost endeavours to
collect her fortitude, solely frour the joint
ideas of an appeal being at the moment made
to her duty, and to her exemplification of the
excellent instruétions which she had reccived
from her benefattor: accordingly he: found
sher more composed than he had expeéiled he
should do; and informing: hev that he had
seceived an incontestible proof of Lady Buck-
hurst’s clatm being a just eme, he took her
hand to lead her to the apartment where he
had left her Ladyship expecting the appear-
ance of her daughter.

. He felt her hand tremble as he tock it into
his. ; . j

“ Why should you tremble, my dear, Ami-
ca?” he said. “ Lady Buckhurst appears
very eager to see you; and seems a very good-
tempered woman,”

Mr. Leuwitzer wished to say something in
her favour to Amica. - He had seen litile to
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admire in her, therefore seleéled what had
appeared the least offensive points in her
charaéter to hold up to her daughter as in-
ducements for her to go fearlessly into her
presence,

“I de not fear to meet her " returned Ami-
€as what I fear is the being torn for ever
from you.”

“ But you ean have no reason to fear that »
replied Mr. Leuwitzer, 1 think, without
any vanity, that I have rendered you such
essential services, that no one who loves you
can ever wish -to with-hold me from seeing
you, whenever it is any gratifieation to my
heart or yours for us to meet.”

“ L am sure,” returned Amieca, “ that what-

ever fate mine is hereafter destined to be, you
will never desert me.”
- “ 1 should expect Heaven to desert me at
the same instant,” re plied Mr. Leuwitzer.
Heheld her 2 moment insilence to his breast,
and’ then' led her towards the -1panment be
ha.d Juﬁ qmtted
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CHAPTER XVIE;

~

Duzy.

AMICA had formed no opinion respeéting
the kind of person she was to behold in her
mother, and therefore her expectations could
not be deceived. 4

The moment the door of the apastment in
which was Lady Buckhurst began to move
back upon its hinges, lier Ladyship burst forllr
mto those exclamations which by the greater
part of man and woman-kind are considered
as marks of feeling, and which in reality only
display a deficiency in these micer sentiments
of affeétion for which these wild expressions
are made the substitutes. : iy h)

Amica approached her, and with her hand
still in Mr. Leuwitzer’s, she sunk, upon one
knee before her: Lady Buckhurst immediate-
ly fell upon her neck, exclaiming, “ Oh, my
dear child! Ob, my dear daughter! Are you °
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restored tome? - Is it possible that Fsee my
dear Amy once more #°° Oh,  Heaven be
praised ! —Heaven be praised!” She conti-
nued thus tolexpress fier ‘extacy for some
moments, til her voice growing gradually
fainter;  she proved herself possessed of more
sensibility than' Mr. Leuwitzer had given her
credit for; by ‘aciually falling aliwost senselesy
into the arms of Miss W ithers, and requiring’
the assistance of salts and cold water to revive
her. ¢ bt g
She-was by no means so fashiomnable a Tady
_as to have beerable to aét an emobion ofithis
kind; her struggle had beerr unaffected; and
a flood of tears gave her relief and enabled hef
when they were dried from her face, 'ts
address her daughter with composure. s
It may naturally be imagined that the first?
topic of conversalion which engaged ‘the'
assembled party, was the history of Amicay”
disappearance from the garden from whence”
she had been stolen, and which Lady Buck-°
hurst related in the most verbose and particus
lar manner; and Mr. Leuwitzer then pro-
ceeded fo the recital of his adventure in the”
chamber in St, Giles’s, which had first intro=*

ey i
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_duced her to his knowledge, and hence to the
recapitulation of every event of moment in her
past life.

The opinion which the first hour passed
by Amica in the society of her mother had
given her of her mind and manners was not
‘hy any means prepossessing, but she endea-
voured to tempt herself intothe belief that
Ler aversion to be taken from' the protettion
of Mr. Leuwitzer, had led her to view with &
prejudiced eye the person in compliance with
whose right thatseparation was to take place;
‘and she strove by every means in her power to
compel herself to consider Lady Buckhurst as
amiable, 3

Mr. Leuwitzer, on the first moment which
was given him for recolletiion, ordered beds
to be prepared in his house for Lady Buck-

- hurst-and her companion; and, finding that
they had scarcely given themselves times to
stop on the road for any refreshment through-
out the day, ordered tea. to be brought in *
immediately.

" During the intervals in wluch the servants
were not in the apartment, ' Lady Buckhurst
addressed Amica with the questions of, Db
You think you shall love me2—Do you think
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you shall like me for a mother 3" and a varxcty
of others differently wordedy but all to the
same purpose.

Amica veplied to them, * That it would
ever be her study, asshe considered it her duty,
to endeavour to merit the kindness and affec-
tion of her mother: and my dear Madam,?
she added, “ had I no other reason for loving
you, Icould notforbear returning affeétion. fo
those who bestow it omn me.”

« Oh, we shall be so happy !—I know we
shall 1 cried her Ladyship; and casting her
eyes towards .a piano-forte in the room, she
added, “I am so pleased to see you can play
upon the pianny: my husband will be so de-
lighted with that, he’s so fond of atune ! Idon
mean your father, my dear, when I say my
husband. Your father has been dead these
many years: his name was Dimick; but Fam
Lady Buckhurst now—and the Colonel that
‘you are already acquainted with, is, as I'mey
say, your brother, for he.is Sir Benjamip

Buckhurst’s son;: only think of that!’]

This was a cireumstance which Amica did
not feel much satisfaétion in refleGling upon;
but she forbore to indulge a look or breathean
accent which might offend a parent wilh
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whom she was so recently bécome acquaint-
ed, g b
“How often have you played with this
tooth“pick case and thimble ! went on Lady
Buckhurst, taking them in her hands as she
spoke; “and how often I have bewailed and
bemoaned your loss, and quarrelled with
myself for leaving you, though it was only
for 2 minute, in the garden alone; but you
forgive me—I know you do! Don’t you for-
give me?”

"« Yes, indeed I do!” replied Amica, and
8he spoke from her heart; for there appeared
asincerity of affettion in her mother’s feelings
which made great compensation for the fuct-
aer in which it was expressed, and for the
‘many other peculiarities which even at a first,
¥iew presented themselves to observation in
© her charaéter.
"4 But, Madam,” said Mr. Leuwitzer, “give
mé leave to ask you a question, which hadill
this moment almost escaped me; have you
never before seen that sword which hangs.
over the ‘chimney-picce? Did it not belong:
t0'your former husband, and was'it not lost
“wlth your: little girl2* A

£]
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«“ Oh no, Sir; no ! returned Lh‘dy Buck-
hurst:" “ poor dear Mr. Pimick never had any
sword, but the one he wore when he was o
lieutenant in the Devonshire mililié, and he

~wentout of the arniy when his regiment was
ordered one summer to Plymeuth: it did ot
suithim to leave a good trade at hometo goa
soldiering abroad, and so he‘g’dve it up, and
sold all his dccousramentals ; and that wasia
year and more’ before Amy yas run mvay
with. > . H
Mr. Leuwitzer returned; ** The reasoti Why
I ask this question is, that the sword which
you see there was in the same place where'I
£-..ad the spoon and the thimble, and 'l
supposed that mwht also have belougeal}o
you,” i

Lady Buckhurst again asserted its ot
‘having been a part of her’s, or her late hug -
band’s propertys and Mr. Leuwitzer thence

‘concluded that it had been placed by the
depredators who had inhabited the chamber
in 8t. Giles’s, in the box where he had found
it, till an opportunity should offer for con-
_verting it into money :—It had however
been so long a fixture over his chimney-
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iece, that he did not immediately resolve to
take it down; especially as he reflecled on
the notice which had been taken of it by the
man of the name of Robertson, who had
swindled him cut of the bank notes; he had
never mentioned the circumstance to Amica,
as it was his constant rule, never to.give any
i_ndividual a subject for painful reflection;
and he judged that from a combination of
circumstances, that knowledge might have
proved so to her; within his own mind he
felt, he. knew not why, a prepossession that
this sword would still one day lead to
the explanation of some mysterious occur-
rence.

o Fatigued into perfect debility by the ex-
ertions of the day, Lady Buckhurst about
bvo in the morning retired to her chamber,
, 1o which Amica accompanied her; and in
undressing, and assisting her into bed, she
gnikEd all the services of an attendant, with
‘the attentions of a daughter: her Ladyship
was extremely warm in her commendations
of her goodness, and having bade her an
affectionate good night, late, or rather early
% the hour was, Amica could not for-

s
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bear rcturning‘ to the: parlour for a few
minutes conversation with Mr. Leuwitzer. * '
. 'That delicacy which cannet be dismiss-
jed from minds of a certain education and
feeling, withheld them both from expressing
" with freedom their sentiments of Lady Buck-
hurst; Mr. Leuwitzer almost hoped that
Amica did not see her mother in the same
point of view in which he beheld her;;:and
Amica could not bear to confess even fo
him, that she observed any thing reprehen-
sible, or unconciliating ina parent. Mr
Leuwitzer ventured to hint at Amica’s sen-
timents in these words,  You have ever been
a good girl: you have this day displayed
Yourself eminently so. Never fear therefore
that:you will be a happy one too: there isno
perseverance n that which iz right withouta
reward. both from God and man. Good
night, my Amica, and God bless you; though
you have now a mother, there can beno
offence to her in my calling you still mine,
and bestowing on you the blessing of ﬂ_
father.” . .

«Amica kissed his: cheek, as she had doié
every might for years past, when she left him

1

o
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to retire to her chamber; but she did not at
"this- timg accompany her ‘aétion with her

usunl return of his wish to her for the peace-
fulness of her slumbers: she felt that if she
spoke, her tears were resolute to force them-
selves from her eyes, and therefore she pre-
ferred to hasten out of the room in silence,
and suppress them till she had reached her
own chamber.

+* When she reclined her head on her pillow,
~ she experienced a second sensation, new to

her within the last few hours; she felt what it

wasto love !  Whilst she had considered her-

self' the equal of Maurice Stantomy she had

had regarded him only as a friend; now she

was exalted into the daughter of Lady Buck-

burst, she began to fear that impediments

might start up to their present happy inti-
. macy; and as she began to feel the dread of
being debarred his society, she began to ana-
lyze the nature of the affeciion which she
bore him.

- This however was a feeling which like
those that her first introduétion to her mother
had inspired her with, she wished to conceal
from Mr. Leuwitzer. Till this day she never
had g single thouglt, wish, or ipclination
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which it had been her desire to with-hold

from him: these are sensations which arise as
our acquaintance with human beings ex-
-pands, and as we are thrown into conneftions

in society beyond the bosom: of the domestic

circle in which we have been ’reared, this 1s

thereforeof all others the most eritical and dan-

gerous period oflife; forthe moment we begin:
to feel that we have any thing to conceal, it

requires the utmost strength of mind to guard

against  our concealed ideas carrying with

them any sentiment which would tend to our

disgrace, if they were laid open to the eye of
the world.: It is the business of youth to fear

itself as much as it could do the most severe

Judge of its opinions; thatis, it ought to beas

careful of not adinitting subjeéts of immo-

rality and impropriety to its own private

contemplation, as it would be of exposing

them to the world as the theme of its reflec-
tioms: it is alone by maintaining this strong

guard over its own ideas that it can ever pre-

serve its purity of mind; for the origin of

committing evil aGtions is usually the having’
suffered our thoughts to dwell upon them till

their familiarity with the senses has divested.
them of their heinousness and criminality.
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* In the'morning ‘Amica again went to ﬂm
"¢hamber of her mother, ‘and performed for
her all those little services in her rising,
~-which she had rendered her on her retiring to
rest. When they were assembled at break-
fast, her Ladyship’s first question was, “ When
Amica would be ready to accompany her to
Rochester ?”

“‘Hesitation would in Amiea’s opinion have
appeared undutiful ; she therefore immediate-
ly'replied, “ Whenever you please, Ma’am.”

“#¢To-morrow morning then well set off,”
answered Lady Buckhurst; < I°ll give you
the whole day to pack up in, that you
may not be hurried, and crumple and spoxl‘
your clothes in your haste.” '

“Again her Ladyship talked to Mr. Leu-
witzer of a remuneration for the expence he
had been at for the maintenance and educa-"
tion of Amica; and finding him resolute in
not sulfering her to entertain the idea that he
could upon any terms be brought to aceept
it, she said that the only way by which she "
then could return him the obligations which -
she and her child stood indebted to him, must -
be for him to pass as much of his time as ever
he could make it convenient to himself to do,

Vor T, . L
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at her house; and eat and drink with her, in
return for Amica having done so for years
past with him. :

He could not forbear smllmg at the ndea.

from whu;_h her Ladyship gavehimso press-
ing an invitation to be her frequent yisitor;
and from a far different mctive to her’s, ke
declared that it would give him the utmost
pleasure to be considered one of the intimates
of her family.
. In the evening her Ladyship, for the first
time, remarked the name by which, her
daughter was now called: « She supposed,”
she said, * that it was a Jarman name, for she
never heard it before; it was, kowever,” she
declared, “a much preitier one than Amv,
and she thought that, out of considc,l',aﬁ(}ﬂ
to the fashion, which was now prevalen.it.‘o,f
calling young ladies by gentcel names, she
should continue the appeliation ; for as it
began with an A, she thought it mlght very
well pass for her real one.”

The last night which Amica was to pass,
for the present at least, beneaJ;h the ruofof
her benefaélor, gmnled her little more Iepose

- than the former one had done.  She rose atan
early heur, and cold as was the season of the
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year, she could not forbear going to bid fare-
well to some favourite spots in the garden
‘behind Mr. Leuwitzer’s house, where she had
passed so many happy hours of her hfe
Under the tree where she had sat at work on
the first day of her becoming an inmate of his
family, she paused for a moment, and a tear
stole down her cheek. There are, perhaps,
some human beings of an insensible nature,
who may call sensations of this kind both
weakuess and folly; but we must venture to
assert, in opposition to their doéirine, that the
sensibility whigh is excited by the sight of an
inanimate ohjedt is frequently the most sin-
cere expression of the excellence of the soul;
it is the tribute of recolletive gratitude for
the happiness which has been enjoyed on the
various spots where such objetis are placed,
. and which flows from the heatt when it has
1o observers of its emotions, nor can expeét
any return of sensibility.

As we have already recorded the stri& pro-
priety and forbearance of conduét with which
| Mr.Leuwitzer and Amica both compelleq
themselves to a& in the present trying in-
| stance of their separation, we shail not dve
L2
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CHAPTER XIV.
Much wmatter in short compass.,

THE reception which Sir Benjamin Buck-
hurst gave Amica, was much more kind,
than she had feared it would have been ;
when the mind is not at ease, it dreads that
every fresh person, or circumstance, will
add to the unpleasant feelings it is already
eAperlencm ; and such was at the present
moment the state of Amica’s.

Lady Buckhurst had sent home intelli-
gence of their approach, and accordingly
a late dinner was ready against their arrival,
at which they were Jomed by the Colonel,
and Maurice .Stanton : no circumstance in
which self was not the principal, could de-
range the feelings of the Colonel, accor-
dingly after the first slight acknowledge-
ment of Amica as his mother in law’s daug'llf

L 3

]
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ter, he’ proceeded as usual to talk of hime,
self, his ‘dogs, and his horses."' His egotism
was at the present moment a very happy cirt
cumstance for all parties ; as no éne'but him:
self ‘felt 1neclined to converse ; Sir Benja-
min feared to be too remiss from regard to
his wife, ‘or too familiar from regard to him-
self, with Amica ; and therefore in consider-
ing what to say, said nothing : Lady Buck-
hurst, uncertain what were her hushand’s
real feelings upon the present occasion,
wished to conduct herself in such a mannet
as to conciliate both him and Amica :* and
being unaceustomed to express herself where
any finesse was required, her conversatioh
was 80 aukward as'to strike herselfthat it was
s0, and to render her rather uneasy upon her
seat. Maurice and Amica could only think
of what might be the subject of each other’s
thoughts ; and thus the Colonel was com:
pelled both to address and reply to hlm-
self.

Thus passed the evening; on the follow-
ing morning the Colonel left Rochester, and
took with him Maurice Stanton; at parting
the former addressed Amica, with, « You'll
cut out ail the women here, you may" de-
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,pend upon it; you must make the old girl
lug out the rhino, and buy you a horse, and
Pl ride-out with you when I come to. Ro-
chester again; and damme we’ll breathe
itoverthe course; Good bye, mind you are
mounted againgt I see you again.”

Meurice merely pronounced, “ Good bye
Amica,” but in a tone that conveyed a thou-
sand good wishes.

By their departure, Amica was relieved
from a part of that restraint which the pre-
sence of both the Colonel and Maurice hadi
inspired her with ; bub still she eonld not
by any means feel herself the daugliter of the
mistress of the house in which she was liy-
ing; when she conversed in private with her
own heart, she constantly drew cause from.
her reasonings with it,. to apprehend that
Lady Buckhurst was no#the woman whom
she could ever really love; nor Sir Benja—
min the man for whom she could feel any
degree of respeét; they both at the present
time condutted themselves to her in a man-
ner consistent with the situation in which
they were placed towards her; but their:
habits did not assimilate with hers ; this she
considered they might as well, objeét to

L4
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in her as she in them ; it was undoubted-
ly her duly to study a comphance with
theirs.

Her mother was extremely fond of calling,
upon her to display her accomplishments,
and of direCting the attention of Sir Bey-
Jamin towards them ; but they were gratified
in so very different a mode from that in which
she had been accustomed to reap amuse-
meni from the same acquirements, that to

“ herself they now becamé rather a labour than
an enjoyment.

If she were desired to go to the piano
forte, she must either sing old ballads, or play
country dances, or Rule Britannia, or God
save the King, or something of the kind Wlth
which their memories clainied acquamtance,

-and in which the skill and taste of which
stie was mistress had no opportunity of exer-
tion. If she were disposed to pass an hour
in painting, Lady Buckhurst either wanted
a rose—bud drawn on a paper for her walch,
or her favourite cat’s portrait sketched, or
something . of that frivolous nature, which
Ieft her no time for that serious application
she had before been gratified in giving to the
art. «
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Her La(]yship was very fond of being

" read to, but then only from the newspaper,
or from a novel, in the perusing which she
coustantly desired Amica to skip every di-
gression {rom the main plot; especially
if those digressions contained any refleftions
a degree beyond. common place morality
and argnment. “ Those kind of sentences,”
she affirmed, “ were dull, and spoilt the
story.”

At Mr. Leuwitzer’s, Amica had been ‘a)(';;-A
customed to an apartment where lier musical
instrument was left open with the notes
upon its desk; and her paintings, her worls,
and her books scattered about uponl the ta-
bles and chairs, had been regarded as ad-
ditions to the comfort of its appearance;
in her present habitation, all these were consi-
dered in exaétly the opposite pointof view.
¢ Books, and such things,” her Ladyship said,
 ought always to be cleared away, especially
_befme meals, they, made a nice parlour look in
alitter, and she could not bear to see them.”
Amica of course complied with her. ou:lerly
tule, and was-tempted to think that she was
afraid any other objeét in view at the time of
dinner should draw the attention of the guests,

L)



226 HUMAN BEINGS,

or the family themselves, from the' calls of
appetite ; -of which the gratification 'was
always considered as the most important
of all important affairs in the house of Su-
BenJamm )
A day before the time Mr. Leuwitzer
had appointed for seeing Amica, she re-
ceived a letter saying that he would be
in Rochester that evening, and mention-
ing at what inn he should lodge.—Ami-
ca, immediately communicated the confents
to Lady Buckhurst ; and her ladyship hav-
ing held a consultation with her hus
band, sent a note to the inn to be deli-
vered to him on his arrival, stating in' the
most polite manner in which the wunited
efforts of herself and Sir Benjamin had
been able to compose it, that they hoped,
and desired that he would make their house
his home during his stay in Rochester,
and always consider it as such wllen He
should visit the place. ‘
‘ Mr. Leuwitzer was gratified at readmg
it, and accepted the invitation it contained:
he had brought down with him: Maurice
Stanton as his companion, and to him the

«
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invitation was extended in equal terms of po-
" liteness. :

There are two things which are always
msiped in the relation; the one is a cir-
cumstantial account of common-place oc-
currenices, and common place conversation,
—and as these alone composed the scenes
wherein Amica was an aéiresss for the
first twelve months after becoming an in-
mate of the house of Sir Benjamin Buck- '
hurst, we shall only notice, that such a
period of time passed over her head, with-
out altering her ideas either of the mother,
or the knight ‘her husband ;—that Mr. Leu-
witzer frequenily visited her, that Sir Ben-
jamin rather liked him as a companion,
and pressed his visits, and that he accept-
ed the mvitation given him, for the sake
of being in ‘the society of his Amica.

The other insipidity is a verbose detai\l
of that exchange of affeétion, sentiments
of respeél, and a great many other fen-
der things, which are very delightful to
the parties whom they concern, but which
reven upon the stage, with. the aid which
they there receive from the expression of

L.6: ;
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features; and the variations of tone, are
still very patience-trying to the hearers,
and of course must be doubly so in a
narrative where they have none of these
adventitious support, and advantages; we
shall therefore content ourselyes with say-
ing, that on Maurice’s first visit to Roches-
ter with Mr. Leuwitzer, the confession of
reciprocal affeétion escaped from the lips
of both  Amica and himself; and we will
take 1t for granted that like all lovers
they vowed eternal constancy and honour;
because all lovers are in some degree de-
prived of reason by the power of love;
and if they see at all, those obstacles which
other eyes behold standing in the way of
accomplishment of their desires, they be-
lieve ' them surmountable ; let them be
very precipices of difficulty to climb
over,

In the course of these twelve months
we must also not forget to remark, that
Mr. Leuwitzer purchased Maurice a com-
paay in a regiment which he joined in
Cheshire; and that Colonel Buckhurst for-
got the attraGlions of Amica, or at least for
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~a time gave up the pleasure of beholding
them, in order to gratify a whim which
suddenly seized him of seeing France.
And here if we were desirous of swell-
ing our volume, we might follow him in
his tour through that land of new liberty ;
and we doubt notbut we could furnish some
of our readers with amusementby so doings
but as others might be disgusted with a man,
whose only employment in a foreign coun-
iry was to abuse the natives, because they
do not speak his language ; and to prac-
tice such vices, as he need not go abroad
to learn, or to follow ; we shall wave the
digression, and meet him at his lodgings
in London, in the first week of Oé&tober,
Here he found a letter from his father
who had been daily expeéting his arrival,
saying that one of the members for Guil-
ford was just dead, and that he had.a
most flattering prespett of succeeding him ;
the letter ended with an exhortation to
him io0 come down to Guilford as soon
as ever he received it, and assist in the
manifold business and exertions which

- Were requisite to secure his father’s elec-
tion, ' '
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CHAPTER XIX,

Buekhurst for cver! Huzza?

ON arriving at Guilford, the Colonel
found that although his father appeared
much more certain of success here than
he had done at Exeter, still much pains,
expericnce, and address must be used to
ensure him the viGtory ;—however there
was yet a fortnight before the day of e-
leGtion, and the Colonel resolved to make
the best use of it

The chief dependence of Sir Benjamin’s
opponent for success, wason the votes which
o Mr. Sweetwort, one of the leading men
in the place, . had promised his interest
should bring him :—This gentleman was
a brewer- who lived at the distance of
about three quarters of a mile from the
town, in & very handsome house which
he bad lately built on one side of the ’

2
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road; and om the opposite side stood his
brewery, which was in itself very exten- °
sive, and had a variety of buildings attach-
ed to it.

The Colonel set his wits to work; for
they were not bad  wits when ‘cunning on-
ly, and not judgment, was required of them,
o invent some plan for counterating the
friéndly intentions of Mr. Sweetwort to-
wards his father’s opponent. - |

Men like Colonel Buckhurst, with full,
purses, are always certain of being attend-
ed by servile flatterers, who will readily
undertake any office of which the reward
is to be the rich man’s favour ; according-
ly from the train of parasites whom he;
_ bhad brought down with him to swell his
comsequence, he seleéted one, who was to
represent a freeman of the place, just ar-
rived from London, to vote on the side
of Sir Benjamin’s opponent; by which
means he would be admitted into the
enemy’s quarters, and be a  spy upon
their atlions for the benefit of his own
party. . 0

The Colonel mean while employed him-
self in wrjting eleGlioneering squibs which
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abounded with the wit and humour for
which those compositions are mnotorious ;
though there are human beings fastidous
enough in their ‘opinion of them to say,
that they serve omly to disgrace the abi-
lities of those who have any, and to shew
the deficiency of such as have nob;—that
they are most frequently il told false-
hoods, and lame witticisms ;—at best mole-
hill truths, magnified into mountainous a-
buses ;—that they are a great expence to
all ‘candidates, and of no service to any.
The Colonel’s friend in his assumed
charaéter had already conveyed many piec-
es of serviceable information to the Buck-
hurst party.—Principally the Colonel had
gathered from his ‘packets of intellsgence
how many votes the opponent of his fa-
ther reckoned upon as certainties ; and ha-
ving balanced them against those which
Sir, Benjamin had of the same mnature in
his favour, he found that they at present
stood upon nearly equal ground.
* Of the voters in the interest of Sir Ben-
Jjamin’s opponent, upwards of sixty .were
under the immediate sway of Mr. Sweet-
- Wwort; these men he had for some days

@«
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past been feasting, without any intermis
sion of the toils of eating and drinking,
in a malt-house, which formed a part: of
his own . brewery, where they were alu-
ally locked up, that they might not run
away and disappoint him of the pleasure of
leading them up ina body of free woters, to
the booth of his friend ; which he intend-
ed to do towards the close of the poll, in
.order to male his interest appear the clinch-
er in support of the cause which he
espoused. ,

The morning was ushered in as usual
upon these occasions with the ringing of
bells ;—ringers are the happiestset of peo-
ple in the world, they enjoy the peal which
they jingle to every body’s good fortune
and feel no part of the death toll, but
the fee that accompanies it; and they dis-
‘play their uncencern by instances like the
present,  wherein they prepare a salute
of joy before they know for whom it:.is
to be fired ;—which proves our assertion
of their happiness: as people who are vi-
olently interested on one side or the other,
must feel some pain, as well as pleasure ;.

©
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. while they on the eontrary,’ determine only
to laugh with the winner.

~ The contest” proceeded vigorously, ‘the
natural hopes and fears of a bustness of
this important’ nature filling by turns the
hearis “of the candidates;  however about
four in the afternoon, Sir Benjamin' was
known to have much the best of the day, and
his opponent began to call loudly for Mr,
Sweetwort, and his corps de reserve to ap-
pear and turn the tide of fortune in hls

deOUl

Mr. Sweetwort was not to be seen any
where about the busy parts of the town,
and accordingly was supposed to be wait-
ing for a summons at home; and messen-
gers were dispatched to his house from
his' friend’s party to inform him that the
appearance of himself and his voters was
becoming highly necessary at the poll-
- booth, as Sir Benjamin was consid‘cmbly
a head.

"On arriving at the house, they found
it " entirely deserted, all the family being
gone to the town to be speflators of the
eletlion :—They  crossed the road to the
malt house in which the brewer’s depen-
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dant’s were feasting, and found the adoor
locked ; but the clamour within inform-'
ed them that the place was not without
inhabitants :— They rapped,. and called
loudly for admission, but none could be
obtained ; at last & man, so drunk he could
hardly make himself understood,  thrust his
head out of a shufter in the upper part
of the building, and inquired what they
wanted;— You must come direéily and
vote,” cried one of the messengers, or it
will be too late””

«“ Where is Mr, Sweetwort?” asked the
man, “let him tell us so, and we will come
dire&ily.”

The envoy replied that they could not any
where find Mr, Sweetwort, and that on this
account he was come to beg that they wonld
hasten’ to town lmmednlely

““ Aye, it won’t do,” exclaimed the ﬁee~
man with a grin, “I understand trap as:
well as you; you want to get us away
from Mr, Sweetwort, do you »—but Tl
tell you again it won’t do;—He locked
us up here himself this morning, and we
~promised him solemnly not to stir till, he
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came to fetch wus; and stir we will not
you tay depend upon it

This declaration was followed by a
shout from all his companions within the
place. ;

It was in vain that the friends of the can-
didate remonstrated ; nothing but the sight
of Mr. Sweetwort himself  could induce
them to proceed to Guilford; the messen-
gers ran back with all speed, hoping now to

find him there, but no one with whom they
could fall in had yet secen him. "

Sir Benjamin and his opponent had in -
the morning agreed to close the poll fi-
nally at six o’clockin the evening ; scarce-

“ly half an hour was now wanting to that
‘time, and still Mr. Sweetwort was not to
be found; his friends were thrown into
confusion by his non appearance ; some
dispersed various ways in search of him;
others ran back to the malt hﬁouse, and
endeavoured with as ill success as ,before
to prevail on his adherents to suffer them-
‘selves to be let out, aﬁd'fﬁi‘oceed to Guil-
“ford to vote:—To the consfernation of  the
~ party the clock struck. six, and the Colo-
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nel insisted on the books being ‘closed, . as
had been agreed upon between -the can-
didates in the morning ; his demand was
obliged to be complied with, and in eourse
the returning officer declared Sir Benjamin
Buckhurst duly eleéied. "

The friends of the viClorious member
were now all employed in rending the
air with shouis of exultation, while his
joyful body was tossing up and down in
the chair of triumph ; which is upon the
whole a dangerous praélice, for it is con-
fidently asserted that many a man’s brain
has suffered a derangement by riding 'in
it, from which he never re-,O\ered all hxs
life after. o

The allies of the unsuccessful candidate
were either stealing homne in the fret of dis:
appointment, or assisting Mr. Sweetworl’s
friends in their search after him whose dis-
appearance was so strangely unaccountable;
one of the maid servants recolleéted, that
-about eleven o’clock in the morning two
gentlemen had inquired for heraster, ‘and
that he had taken them into the great brew-
house, which led to his counting xoom, and
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asince that timethey could gain noaccount of
" him. - 709
.5 Surely,” cried one of his friends; < he
has not:tumbled down therein a fit! He has
harrassed himself a good deal about this elec-
tion, and it is not impossible 'that it may
have produced such an effeét on his consti-
tution,”

On' this surmise being started, three or
four of them weni to visit the counting room;
the way to which was through the great brew-
house.

They found the door of the brewhouse
shut ; they opened it and went in; and
scarcely - had the party entered, before
the sounds of, “ Here I am! help! hLelp!
thank God you are come !—here '—Oh Lord,
here ! assailed their ears in the well known
voice of Mr. Sweetwort;—but though his
voice was audible, his person was invisi-
ble. :

A few moments however discovered to them'
from whence the sound proceeded; it came
from the largest copper in the middlc of the

« brewhouse ; one of the nimblest of the party
ran up a ladder which: stood against i, and
on looking down 1into the inside perceived
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“ Mr, Sweetwort in the same’ sitnation s a
mouse which had been lured by ‘a tempt-
ing ‘bait’ into 'a glazed earthen pot; ‘and
slides 'down ‘again to  the' botftom at eve-
ry ‘effort it 'makes to escape from its pri-
son. ‘ (1165, 2 . ‘
© Our readers ‘will easily imagine that Mr,
Sweetwort’s trap had’ been baited by Colonel
Buckhurst; the two gentlemen with whom the
maid ' servant had seen him in the morning,
were ‘two others of the Colonel’s convenient
friends; who had visited Mr. Sweetwort urder
pre'teni@'f shewing him some samplesofhops,
saying that they were merchants out of Kent;
who could not possibly call again; and who
accordingly in their way with him to bis
counting-room for the purpose of business,
executed the mandate of their emplo yer, by
snatching him up in their arms, and poppmg'
him ‘into one of his empty coppers, which
was so deep as to render it impossible for him
to get out of it again unaided ; and the Colo-
nel trusted to the business of the day’ for
keeping every one who might lend him as
sistance from going within hearmg iuf bis

cries, il
' 4
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We have already seen that this plan pro-
“duced the desired effeGt, Mr. Sweetwort’s

friends having refused to vote, except led
by him; we must now inform ourselves of
the censequences of this manceuvre, which
could not be sanctioned by any laws of ho-
nesty, or honor; even amongst Sir Benja-
min’s own friends, those who were possessed
of any sense of the qualities just mentioned,
were not extraordinarily well pleased at hav-
ing been parties concerned in a business so
open to the tongue of honest sarcasm; and
the adherents of his opponent, readily per-
suaded him to present a petition to the
house of commons for setting the eleétion
aside.

When intelligence of this resolution reach-
ed Sir Benjamin, he for the first time in
his life did not feel very well pleased
with his son’s exertions in his cause;—
even in their opinion of the attions of
those to. whom they are the most attach-
ed, men who have not a reflettive mind
are principally governed by the event;
and Sir Benjamin was angry at the idea
that there was a possibility of hisbeing soon

You. I M ;
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again despoiled of his new dignity; though
at the same time convinced that the Colonel’s
stratagem had alone ensured him his tem-
porary (if so it was doomed to be) possession
of it;—and upon the whole better pleased
at having it but a short time, than not at
all.

However till the sense of the house should
be passed upon the petition of his opponent,
Sir Benjamin was entitled to take his en-
vied seat in the joy-inspiring chapel; par-
liament was to meet in the course of three
weeks, and it would probably be at least
two or three weeks after that time before
the case was decided ;—Sir Benjamin there-
fore determined to enjoy his present ho-
nours, and to make the most of them, lest
they should be as short as he feared they
might.

To this end, instead of returning from
Guilford to Rochester, he proceeded straight
to London, for the purpose of hiring a
house, and making many more arrange-
ments, which he deemed it requisite for
the family of a member of the British se-
nate to be engaged in; employing the Colonel
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to inform his Lady of his success, and of
the preparations he was making to receive her
in town.

The Colonel, whom nobody could per-
suade that his conduét with regard to
‘Sweetwort had not been, “ ‘a most ad-
mirable hit; a capital hoax; a damned
’ knowing go;” wrote to his Lady-mother
in most excellent spirits, which communi-
caled themselves to her upon her perusal
‘of his epistle; and with the utmost gaiety
and pride of soul, she bade ‘Amica pre-
pare to shew herself in London, as the
daughter-in-law of a member of parlia-
ment. ““ Ah, my dear,” she added, “ now
you’ll be introduced in style! only think
my love, atitle, and a parliament man! rank
and riches always command respeét, and
these are combined in the person of Sir Ben-
jamin ; we shall be very much courted I have
no dpubt!"’

Amica smiled in silence at her mother’s ex-
ultation ; she was indeed doubtful whether
her prophecy would notbe fulfilled ; for she
had already, even in the narrow compass of
society in which she had moved, been witness
of so many unaccountable examples of a

4 M 2
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name and a purse being passports if not to the
heart, at least to the reverence of the multitude,
that she believed it very possible such might be
the case with Lady Buckhurst and Sir Benja-
min; and she had on the contrary seen so ma-
ny instances of genius in rags. and learning
disregarded, that she almost supposed the great
world, of which her mother talked in praise,
might have made it a fashion to exclude talent
from their circles, for the convenience and fa-
cility of such of its members as were destitute
of 1t,
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CHAPTER XX,
An Introduction to the London Fashions, -

THE doors of an elegant ready-furnished
house in Hanover-square flew open to receive
Lady Buclhurst as its mistress, on her arrival
in London.

She had neverbeforebeen in.the metropolis,
except for ten days in her way to Rochester
from Devonshire, on her marriage with Sir
Benjamin ; and ske had then just seen enough
of it to wish to see more: the only sights
which he had taken her to, had been the bulls
and bears—not over Exeter-’change, nor at
the Tower, but—at the Stoek Exchange;
Saint Paul’s on a Sunday, when it cost him
nothing to gain admission; the volunieer
reviews in Hyde-park; and the lord mayor’s
coach and sheriff’s carriages, in their way to
Guildhall on Michaelmas-day: and the only
present which he had made her had been a
lottery-ticket, which he had purchased for her,

L M3 ;
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and placed in his pocket-book, with one
which he had at the same time bought for
himself, without informing her of the num-
ber; which eircumstance, had she considered
it, we think she must have regarded as omi-
nous of his intention to appropriate which
ever might prove a prize to his own use; and
that her only chance of being a gainer by the
nominal present was neither of the tickets
coming up a blank.

Now then she determined to enjoy herself:
she declared, ““That if it was not the time for
people to spend alittle money when they had
got into parliament, it never could be; coach-
hire would cost her nothing, as she had her
own carriage and horses, and therefore she
was determined to treat herself to the shows;
she would go and see Pizarry, the first night
it was aled; she would go to Astley’s, and
see the horses ride; and if there was any night
something English at the Italian opera that
she thought she could understand, she would
go there too; just that she might have seen
every thing.”

Amica judged that it would give her much
pleasure to partake in all these amusements
herself, were she possessed of a companion to
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_whom she could communicateherideas as they
arose in her mind ; but without this advan-
tage she thought they would lose a great deal
of their value; she would not however seem
object to being her mother’s companion; and
as a compliment is but half a virtue if not
dressed in smiles, she so conduéied herself
that her mother believed her transported at
the prospect of the pleasures which she had
set before her, and began to imagine that her
daughter was her chief motive for joining in
them herself.

One thing however in their, present change
of residence was extremely pleasing to Amica,
and this was the frequent opportunities which
it gave her of seeing her revered friend Mr.
Leuwitzei‘; Rochester had been an inconve-
nient distance for him, though his affeGtion
for Amica had notwithstanding generally
borne him to her once every weék since her
quitting his house; now she was in London,
his calls upon her were often repeated, and
the knowledge of her being there gave a zest
to his daily journies which any idea of the
advantages resulting to him from his com-
merce had not the power of doing.

M 4 2
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The first matter which occupied Lady .
Buckhurst’s thoughts on her arrival in Lon-
don, was the placing of her domestic concerns
in a due form of arrangement: she knew that
her style of living must be more expensive
than it had been at Rochester; but still she
considered that as the eye of the mistress had
there saved a great deal, it might evenin the
prodigality and luxury of a London establish-
ment save a little.

This business being settled, if not entirely
to her mind, at least as much to her inclina-
tion as she found it praéiicable, she began to
turn her thoughts towards the pleasures of
which she had anticipated the enjoyment.

“ Before we can appear as we ought to do
in company, or atany public place, my dear
Amica,” she said, “we must smart ourselves
up a little; for though our clothes are all
good, Isee they are very differently made to
those worn here by the fashionable people;
and look, in our situation is a greai: deal. I
shall take you to one of the first milliners in
Bond-street: Miss Withers tells me it i3
never worth while going sneaking into Cheap-
side or Cranbourn-alley, or any of those cheap

o : %
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places, - as they - are called; for that if ‘they
know who you-are (and I shonld not like to
conceal my - title, or my husband’s public
charaCier) they make you pay the same every
where,” )

Her carriage was at this time at the door
waiting to take them out upon the business
of newly accoutring their persons, and her
Ladyship ringing the bell, enquired of her
footman, who had lived in town with Lady
Freelove, which milliner her Ladyship, whe
was a woman of great taste and fashion, had
been in the habit of employing.

James replied, that his last lady had been
most intimate with Mrs. Flap, who lived in
Old Bond-street.

The word James had used did not escape
Lady Buckhurst; but she had no idea of
milliners being serviceable to their employers
in any charaéter but that of hat and cap
making ; and therefore listening only to the
general sense of the servant’s reply, which in-
dicated according to her idea that Lady Free-
love had dealt principaily for such articles.at
Mrs. Flap’s, she ordered her carriage to drive
thither. »

M5 d
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On entering the shop, she was accosted by
iwo or three young men, who desired to know
whether she would like to walk up stairs, or
into the back-parlour, or whether they could

- shew her any thing in the shop?

In the country, Lady Buckhurst had been
frequently served at a haberdasher’s by an
awkward apprentice in his worsted hose, but
not entertaining the remotest idea that the
Jemmy Jessamies who now accosted her in
their white silk stockings, were of the same ge-
nus, especially in a 1nilliqer’5 shop, where fe-
male customers-only were, in her opinion, 'to
be expeéied, she placed herself wpon a'chair
by the side of the counter, saying, that'she
would wait till one of the young women came
into the shop.

“We will shew you any thing you please,

em,” replied one of the knights of the yard.
We have no young women in our shop.”

The other two were meanwhile attending té
Amica, and displaying to her veils, fans,
ribbands, &c. and she listened to them without
any disturbance of her composure, till on¢ of
them enquired, * Whether she had seen any
‘ofthe new corset stays 2 This question from

1
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a man was so unexpected and offensive to the
feelings of Amica, that she turned away with
an expression of disgust more eloquent than a
volume of verbal indignation could haye
been, and moved towards Lady Buckhurst;
who was again enquiriig whether it was not
possible for her to see a female to whom she
might give her orders?

“Oh certainly, Mem, if you wish it!”
answered one of the men: “you can see Mrs.
Flap, or her mother; certainly, Mem!” and
he left the shop, as Lady Buckhurstsupposed,
to require the presence of one of them in it.

In a few moments he returned, and passing:-
Lady Buckhurst hastily, he ran to the shop-
door at which stood her footman. He ad-
dressed him ; and Amica, as well as her
Ladyship, could not doubt that he had en-
quired who they were, for they heard the
servant reply, “Lady Buckhurst and leer
daughter:” and as the dapper apprentice re-
turned through the shop, with the first bow
which he had vouchsafed to make to her, he
informed her that Mrs. Flap would wait on
her dire¢ily; and he now addressed her with,
“ Your Ladyship!” instead of the poor iu<

M 6 b :
*
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significant title of “ Mem,” which he had
before given her. *

In a very few minutes arrived Mirs. Flap:
she appeared about twenty years old; lusty
for her age; a pretty face, of which the
expression was vulgar and conceited; her
cheeks highly rouged; a profusion of greasy
black hair, curled into the shape of cork-
screws, hanging over her eyes; and her dress
so tawdry and fashionable, that she seemed
laden with the patterns of the various articles
contained in her shop.

¢ Pray walk up, my Lady!” she exclaim-
ed, “into the millinery-room here above.
We don’t keep any thing genteel in the
shop below. This way, ladies : pray follow
me

Lady Buckhurst and Amica complied; for
by running up the stairs, which she had just
descended while speaking, she gave them ne
opportunity of refusing.

The room into which they were conduéted
was covered with ornaments for the head and
thebody, and her Ladyship direétly proceeded
to give her direGlions for the equipment of
her's. Amica wandered about the apartment,

«

3
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casting her eyes first on one article of dress,
then on another, till they fell oii'an'open door
which led into a second room; where on a
sofa, by the side of an excellent fire; sata lady
in an elegant morning-undress, in'a careless
lounging attitude; and opposite to her stood
a gentleman in black, whose arms were rested
upon the top of a fire-screen, and whese back
was turned towards Amica. :

They were in conversation together; their
loud laughs bespoke them amused with each
other; and on a table in the apartment, not
farremoved from the fire, stood a salver with
jellies, cakes, &e.

‘As Amica passed the door of the second’
apartment in her circuit of the room she was
in, she heard the female break off in her con+
versation, and raising a glass to her eye, ex-
claim, “ Who are those ?— Yho the deuce has -
Flap got there?” e

Unaccustomed to meet the gaze of scruti-
nizing strangers, Amica direétly turned away
in‘order to spare herself those blushes which
would have mounted to her “chieeks, "had
she encountered the stare of the mqnmtwe
lady. 4

3
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< En verité, I know not,” replied a voice
which she immediately recollected to be Sid-
ney Valmont’s.

« Go, and ask Flap who they.are?” return-
ed his companion.—* No, stay; I'll call her
here.—Flap, I want you !”

Mius. Flap obeyed.

“ Who have you got there—Any-body ?”
asked the lady. Any body and No-body, are
terms of infinite importance in what is called
LirE: Any-body lives at the west-end of the
town; hasa box at the opera; gives a masked
ball once in a winter; plays rouge and noir:
No-body lives in the city; pays tradesmen’s
bills; is not known in Bond-street; and sits
in a front-box at the theatre.

Mis. Flap replied in a whisper.

¢ Sacre Dieu! you don’t say so?” cried
Valmont. “I know them both well! the
mother is a most inconceivably comic old
woman: the daughter there is a long story
about, that I'll tell you another time.”

" «No, no; tell me now,” cried the lady:
1 will know it now. What was it?—

A faux-pas,—or an elopement stopped,—or
wvhat 2
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« Hush! hush! Let me introduce you,”
returned Valmont.

“ You must bring them to me,” the lady
replied: ““ I could not get up for a duchess.”

Valmont returned her a significant nod;
and coming’ into the room to Lady Buck-
hurst and Amica, he addressed them with con-
gratulations on Sir Benjamin’s viélory and
the happiness he experienced at seeing them
in town, which he concluded by saying,
 Lady Dellaval wishes to have the pleasure of
being introduced to you. Will you give me
leave »” 4

“ By all means, Sir,” replied Lady Buck-
hurst with a smile of exuliation; while Ami-~
ca, displeased at the manner in which the
introduétion had been produced, felt a re-
luéance to be included in it: she was, how=
ever obliged to follow the example of her
mother. Valmont muttered a few unintelli-
gible words, which were necessary to break
the ice of ceremony between the ladies; and
Lady Dellaval, still looking through her glass,
said, “Hope you are quite well: I’m ex-
cessively rude not to rise, but I am really ,
exhausted te death with walking almost the :
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whole way down Saint James’s-street this
morning. Won’t you sit down?”

With one of her best courtesies, Lady
Buckhurst placed herself on the sofa by the
side of her new acquaintance; who imme-
diately jumping up, said, « Valmont, call my
servants—will you? I’ll drive through the
park.” Then turning to Lady Buckhurst
and Amica, with something between a bow
and a courtesey, she pronounced, < Good
morning!” in scarcely intelligitle accents,
and left the room: before, however, she had -
reached the stairs, her tones were sufficiently
audible in a lengthened ha! ha! ha!

Lady Buckhurst knew not whether to con-
~ sider that she had received a compliment or
an afifront. Amica had no hesitation in de-
termining, what real good-manners would
have decided Lady Dellaval’s conduét to have
been; nor any doubt that fashion would have
sanétioned it as easy, clegant, and wery pro-
per.

Having made their purchases, they return-
ed to the shop, where they were detained
some minutes till the different articles were
- put up in papers and boxes, as her Ladyship
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. c¢hose to have them home with her in her
carriage. She whispered Amica, ““That she
had heard that things that were left after they
were once bought to be sent home, were often
changed for the same kind of articles inade of
inferior materials; and that she was resolved
to be wupon her guard against the tricks of
the London shoplkeepers, as far as she was
able.”

While they were thus detained, an elegant
and beautiful young woman, very plainly
dressed, whose person received from the hands
of art no adventitious charms, eniered the
shop with a small box in each hand, and
addressing Virs. Flap in accents which imme-
diately bespoke her to be French, though
able to express herself in the English lan-
guage, she requested to know °° Whether
they wanted to buy any feathers, or artificial
flowers, as she had some to dispose of ata
very low price?” :

<« No, not I,” cried Mrs. Flap: I always
deal at the wholesale warehouses, and you are
quite in the Zttle way I see,” pointing to her
boxes as she spoke, and eyeing her from top
to toe with a most repulsive expression of

2

counteuance
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« Could not you then employ me in your
shop?* asked the young woman: “Tam very A
well acquainted with the millinery business;
that is, I never praéGiised it, but I have been
used to” She hesitated. Amica guessed
that she would have said, “to, wear every
thing of the kind,” had not the humiliation of
rising confusion choaked her utterance.

“ No, we never employ women,” answered
Mius. Flap: ¢ they are only more plague than
profit.  Young men suit our purpose best,
We always engage young men.”

“Do young.men make caps?” returned
the suppliant: < they don’t do that even in
France now; and I thoughtin England such
* effeminate employments for men had not been
sanétioned by custom.” ;

“ Then you thought wrong,” returned
Mrs. Flap. < We don’t find any women
able to please our ladies so well as the young
men. You need not wait: we can’t give you
any work

“Nor wnli you buy any of my fowers or
feathers 2>

“ I have told you so aheady » answered
- Mrs, Flap: «“ why don’t you go about, your
_business?*e
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The tears burst into the eyes of the young
. female; and, sinking beneath confusion and
distress, she hastened out of the shop as fast as
her trembling limbs could bear her. Amica
followed her to the door, with an intention of
saying or doing something to relieve her; but
before she could determine in what words
to address her, she was already mingling
amongst the croud of passengers along the
street.

Scarcely was she out of sight, ere Lady
Buckhurst was ready to return to her carriage;
the shopmen followed her with her purchases,
and it was with difficulty that Amica could
restrain herself from expressing the disgust
which was excited against them in her
breast, whilst she considered them as the
unfair usurpers of a feminine employment, by
their exercising of which such unfortunates as
the French woman whom she had just beheld
were deprived of the means of earning their
subsistence.

And highly beneficial would it be to society
in general, if this usurpation of right were
more seriously regarded as the evil it really is,
than it is accustomed to be. Itis by men -

»
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heing permitted to exercise these feminine em-
ployments, that so many unhappy girls wan-
der in the path of vice over the streets of the
metropolis: one-half, at least, of those who
are seen in that pitiable situation, have been
reduced to it by the cause just stated, and wonld
probably been driven to depravity by no spur
but that of hunger. Shame! that those beings,
who are so expert in fingering ribbands and
fans, are not furnished with a more suitable oc-
cupation, in being taught to handle a musket
or haul a cable in the defence of their country;
and those who. have been excluded by them
from their just employments, restored to the
exercise of avocations consistent with their
' sex and their strength; and by being thus
allowed to earn an honest subsistence be pre=
served from insult, from suffering, and from
disgrace!
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CHAPTER XXI.
Fashionable Friendship.

SENSATIONS of a very opposite nature
bad been excited in the breast of Amica,
by the cursory observation which she had
that morning been able to make uponthe
gay, dashing Lady Dellaval, and the in-
teresting French woman, whom she could
not doubt to be one of those unfortunates,
whom the mad change of politics which
had lately taken place in France, had dri-
ven from her country, and her comforts ;
and reduced to the humiliating situation of
becoming a rejefled suppliant for the
means of procuring herself bread, 1o a
woman of the coarse and unfeeling sen-
timents of Mrs. Flap: Amica’s heart
bled for her, and she expressed to Lady
Buckhurst a wish that she knew where to
find her, in order that she might a.dmmlsh:r |
to her relief.
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“Idon’t like to see young people with
hard hearts,” replied her Ladyship, «but
there is reason in every thing; if we
were to go about secking for folksin want
we might never keep a penny in our own
pockets; all would be very. glad to re-
ceive ;—no, mo, child, it is time enough
to give when we are asked ;—she did not
beg for nothing you see, she only wanted
1o sell her things, and though they did
not become her customers at that shop,
I dare say,she got qult of them somewhere
else,” f
« ﬁmca, had been accustomed to consider

“thatithe species of want which most me-
rits, and most requires relief, is that which
does not demand it; and the claimant for
charity who pursues the heels of the pas-
senger with ceaseless cries, the exerciserof
a trade whiech ought to be checked: but
she found Lady Buckhurst’s opinion of 2
quite different nature, and she would per-
haps have endeavoured to convince her of
its fallacy, had she not, as Amica was on
the point of beginning her explanation,
said, “And that there woman was a fo-

()
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reigner t0o; they can’t expett us to do
nothing for them while we have poor of
our own;”"—This observation entirely si-
lenced her; she recollefted that in Ro-
chester, Lady Buckhurst had always re-
fused her charity to such objefls who did
not reside in her own parish; and she
fearcd that an idea of this contraéted na-
ture upon a principle of the heart, could
not be expelled by the arguments of a
daughter, whom a mother like Lady Buck-
hurst, would, from the single circumstance
of their affinity to each other, regard ‘as
inferior to herself in judgment. 24

When Amica entered the drawing—ronmqa
few minutes before dinner, she found there
the Colonel who was come to honour his
father’s table with his presence, and who
had brought with him Sidney Valmont:
on perceiving the latter, she felt less at
her ease than she had ever before done
in his presence ; the idea of what embel-
lishments he might have given to her history
in the narrative of it which he had pro-
mised to Lady Dellaval, caused her to
feel a disagreeable sensation at seeing
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him, which he had never before inspired her
with.

The conversation at dinner turned chief-
ly upon Lady Dellaval, who .the Colonel
informed them was a widow of the first
fashion. 1

< Oh, a widow, is she?” exclaimed Lady
Buckhurst.

«She deserves it, I promise you,” ex-
claimed the Colonel, “for the pains she
took to kill Sir John.” ‘ <

<« Qh for shame,” said Valmont in a tone
of satire, “I'm sure she had a great deal
of advice for him in his last illness ;——
was not she so apprehensive that one
physician would not be enough, that she
called in two others about a month before he
died 2

< Deep, deep,” answered the Colonel,
« he might have got well with only one;
and better with only two; but with three,
she knew he must kick the beam :—Oh the
widow’s a deep fish !”

Lady Buckhurst, although not already
of high ton, was sufficiently fashionable.
to have a2 most decided relish for scandal;
_she laughed heartily at their account of
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Lady Dellaval. < You say, she deserves to
be a widow for her pains,” she remarked,
addressing. the Colonel, < th& expence of
three doétors can have been go such little
matter. .

“ Doétor .C was handsomely paid,
no doubt,” said Valmont vuth a significant
smile.

< Undoubtedly,” rephed the Colonel “he
-atiended her and her husband both at the
same time.” _

Again the laugh burst from all lips but
those of Amica; she felt disgusted at the
hypoerisy of the age, of which she had a
" most glaring proof in hearing Valmont
- thus bittefly ridiculing the very woman
whose most. intimate friend he had appear-
ed in the morning ; and whom Le had then
been entertaining with a. story about her,
which she. judged had probably been as
replete with scandal, as his present reiharks
upon her Ladyship.

When they had for some time mdulged'
their ardour for the scandalous, Valmount
gave them an account of Lady Dellaval's
family. Her Ladyship, he said, was the’

Vou, I, - N .




286 HUMAN BEINGS.

only daughter of Sir Jasper Wormeaten,
a Baronet of considerable estate in the '
county of Wilis. She had in her early
youth been deprived of her mother, and
from that time till her introduélion inte
life, she had been committed to the care
of governantes, who had not taken so much
pains to inculcate any thing into her
mind, as an extravagant opinion of her
own perfettions. Thus irresistibly ‘arm-
ed for conquest, she was brought out at
seventeen; and the crowd of admirers who
buzzed round.her, was equal to the ex-
petiations she had formed ; but their mo-
tive was different from what she believed
it; it was to the substantial thousands of
Sir Jasper, that the adoration was paid,
which she mistook for homage to her own
wit and beauty.—And the mistake was
pardonable, for she possessed boths but
still they would not alone have attradled
to her the regards of the mien; for it wa
too evident to them that having begun-to
exercise sway in the charaéler of a spoil-
ed child, she would extend her passion
“for governing over whomsoever should be
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sufficiently unfortunate to be ' connefted
with her, and still w1sh to retain any opinion
of his own,

“Her vanity increased with the number
of devotees 'who paid adoration at her
shrine, and flattering herself with the idea
that some man still better worth her ac-
ceptance than any of thuse who had as yet
sought an alliance with her, would pre-
sent himself as a candidate {for ' her- hand,
she continued a voluntary life of celibacy,
iill she found herself upon the verge of
thirty, and the moths whe had buzzed
round her infinitely decreased in number.

Upon this consideration she regarded it -
necessary to lose no time in becoming a
wife, and accordingly gave her hand to
the first man, who in decided terms asked
for the happinrss of possessing .it, after
ber having come to the resolution just
stated.

The: husband thus blessed in her pos-
session, ‘'was Sir John Dellaval; a puny
and effeminate baronet, whose mind was
as weak as ‘his constitution, and whom
she governcd with. a despotism which drew

NGRS 7
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upon them ‘both the ridicule of the world; :
with this she was rather pleased than of-

fended. To be considered singular in her

opinions and manners, was one of her

principal delights; ~she did not live, ex-

cept she was known to live; id est, ex-

cept she was ,the fashion ; -and as pub-
licity can alone give notoriety, a taste
for riding and driving was assumed by

her, not from any predileclion for those

exercises, but because in their pursuit she

could not fail to attraél observation in plac-
es which she must else pass through unno-

ticed.

But that satire which passed over the head
of Lady Dellaval, like a feather, sunk like
a weight of lead into the heart of her hus-
band ; principally because he felt himself
a sufferer from the cause which gave rise
to it, without the spirit or resoluiion’ to
take the ' power into his own hands ;
and after seven years most uncomfortably
spent in wedlock, he retired from the stage
of life, leaving his wife in her new charac-
“ter of widow, a much happier actress upon
it, than she had ever yet been.

o
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# Sir John,” he added, <had now been,
dead above three years.” ’
< And ever since that time, I suppose she
has been looking out for a second husband,”
cried Sir Benjamin. « Most widows are
* even more desirous of becoming wives again v
than those who haye been always single, are
of changing their condition.”
¢ But the rule i1s reversed with her,”
answered Valmont,  “ she declares she i5
spoilt, by the sway her first husband, suffer-
ed her to maintain over him, foribécdming
awife to any one who would not grant her
the same indu]g’ence; and therefore she is
resolyed to die a widow,” i
¢ Perhaps Doétor € is resolved.to die"
a batchelor,” cried the Colonel, archly.
| “Perhaps he is married already,” replied
Valmont, in the same expressive tone.

< Devilish fair, upon my soult”’ exclaimed
the Colonel, < then you do allow that.”
< En werité,” replied the divine, « I will
.not answer another questibn;—consider, she
8 my friend.”
Lady Buckburst was at this moment rising
from table, and Amica followed her out of.

the room, lamenting the pervested use to
N 3
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which she had just heard the most sacred
title applied: but after a very short time
passed in intercourse with the great woild,
she learnt that the same word had not the
same meanfng which she had been accus-
tomed to attach fo it ; that by friendship was
merely understood, a mutual and tempo-
rary utility ; that it was neither supposed
to include truth, respeéi, nor affeétion i—
It was, she discovered, merely a nominal qua-~
lity, of the same nature as the ideal value
attached to the piece of paper which we
call a bank note, and which by being
known to represent ten pounds, is of infi-
- mite service to those through whose hands
it passes, but of which the attual worth is
nothing,
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CHAPTER XXII.
A Comic Charater at the Theatre.

IN the course of a month’s residence in Lon-
don, the dropping of cards made Sir Benja-
min and his Lady acquainted with two or
three hundred people, whom it was very
probable they would never. see, and almost
impossible they should know, if they did by
chance ever meet them in a crouded rout or
ball. ; g
Amica had, on the following dayto that on

‘which the occurrence had taken place, in<

formed Mr. Leuwitzer of the scene she had

witnessed in Mrs. Flap’s shop. Hesupposed

the unfortunate femnale, as she had done, to be

an exile from her changed country; and,

with the accustomary benevolence of his soul,

he used every method which he could devise

for discovering her abode, and offering to her

that assistance of which he believed her to .
stand so eminently in need. 5

N4
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. The sentiments of Mr, Leuwitzer, with
regard to the case of distress wherein the
necessitous French- woman was involved, were
entirely oppesite to those of Lady Buckhurst:
he considered the exile frem his country, who
is driven in innocence to abandon the soil on
which all his hopes and affeétions bave been
placed, which has fed the parent-stock from

- which he is descended, and whose clay shel-
ters their ashes in the tomb, to be of all human
sufferers the most pitiable and most deserving
of the aflive commiseration of the benevolent
heart; it was therefore with no slight ardour
that he set abroad inquiries after the unfortu-
nate female whom Amica had represented to
him in so afilifting a poiut of view. |

Famiharized in some respe€t to the London
fashions by four weeks’ residence amongst
them, so great is the sway of custem, that
from example, Amica no longer felt the re-
lu@ance she had at first done to visit Mrs.
Flap’s shop; and being one day in want of a
dress for a party which was to take place that
evening, she assumed courage to go and
purchase it alone, Lady Buckburst being con-

- fined to the sofa with a bad head-ach, which
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she was apprehensive if she rode out in the
morning might be increased by the cxertion
of the ride, and render her unable to chaperon
her daughter to the dance.
- On arriving at the shop, Amica ran up the
stairs leading to the room where the smart
things were exhibited ;* for she had found
that it was the custom for those who were
linown in the house to do so: and as she
" arrived within a few paces of the door, she
was startled by hearing two or three violent
kisses given within the apartment. It must
be somebody she concluded playing with a
child; so with scarcely a moment’s hesitation
she entered the room: the first objeét that met
her eyes was Mrs. Flap, who was pretending
to replace a cap upon a carved head with one
hand, while with the other she was cramming
something into her pocket which Amica
fancied she heard chink like money; and just
in the aé of disappearing through the door
leading ‘into the adjoining room. was 2 male
figcure, of which Amica saw sufficient to be-
lieve it Colonel Buckhurst.
Amica of course spoke only of the articles
he wanted; and if there was any degree of.
N5 B ;
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surprise upon her countenance, Mrs, Flap’s
features bespoke her to be too much confused
herself to have leisure to observe the emotions
of any one else.

The moment she had made her purchases,
she returned to the carriage; the circum-
stance just past rested a good deal upon her
mind, but it did not escape her lips: she
had never yet been able to agmertain what
degree of confidence she might place in Lady
Buckhurst’s discretion, and therefore had
never ventured to impart to her any circum-
stance which required secrecy.

Two days after this, Lady Buckhurst con-
ceived a great inclination to be present at the
Tepresentation of a new comedy at Covent-
Garden theatre; but her obstacle to the wit-
nessing of it 'was, that she had no gentleman
10 escort herself and Amica te it: to the Colo-
nel she knew it was in vain to make the pro-
‘position of accompanying them; he had fre-
guently before told her, upon similar occa-
sions, “That he could not stand the bore of
being stuck up a whole night at the play;
that he would net give a curse for ahy thing

+ there was to be seen in any parof the house
‘but the lobby.”  Sir Benjamin was obliged to
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be at the mational house, or at least he con-
ceived thathe was; for the simple speakers of
«Aye” and “No” judge their presence as
important to the good of their country as that
of those who are upon their legs for three
howrs together, which shews that in most
‘matters self-love makes up to men of little
‘minds the applause which the world with-
‘holds from them.

Yielding to these difficulties, her Ladyship
“had almost given up the idea of visiting the
theatre that evening, when about four in the
afternoon Mr. Leuwitzer arrived in Hanoyer-
square, saying that he was come to take a
family-dinner there, as he had business to
fransa6t in town early in the following morn-
ing, and did not intend returning to Rich-
mond that night; upon this intelligence Lady
Buckhurst eagerly seized, and pressed him
into the service of condutting herself and
Amicato Covent-Garden theatre.

They procured seats in a box which might
be said to separate the side-boxes from the
front. A few minutés after admission had
‘been granted to the half-price, a fair, fat, vul-
gar, good-tempered laoking man took his séat

) 3 2
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in the box next to their’s: at the end of the
play,when conversation became general, their
neighbour rose, and tapping ILady Buck-
hurst on the shoulder, with the full stare of
his eye fixed on her countenance, exclaimed,
¢ Lord have mercy upon us!—Only think of
-you and I being next-door neighbours here,
at a/London play !—Well, and how do you
do, Ma’am?—1I hope I have the pleasure of
seeing you very well.”

< Pretty well, thank you, Sir,” re plied the la-
dy addressed, searcely turning round her head;
and withanair and tone of voice that fully im-
plied that, so far from desiring the health of
the person who had just accosted her, she
would not have eared if he had been dead, so
she had not seen him there.

- Why to be sure,” returned the stranger,
who was ne ether than Mr. Jarvis Block;
“Why to be sure you can’t have forgot me,
Mys, Dimick >—F remembered you direéily as
I turned my eye upon you, though I dare say
1t is nine or ten years, or perhaps a little more,
since I bave scen)oﬁ and you ain’t grown

Younger to be sure; but I knew you for all
that,” :

e

o
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¢ I never heard of any body that did grow
younger yet, Sir,” replied the lady, in no very
complaisant tone of voice. X

< No, nor Ineither, T promise you,” re-
plied he: “we can’t change the ways of
nature—eh, Mrs. Dimick?”

<My name ain’t Dimick now, Sir,” an-
swered the lady.

«“ Why you don’t say so?” cried Block.
“ What the dickens! have you got another
husband ?”’

<1 have been married to Sir Benjamin
Buclkhurst these ten years nearly,” replied her
Ladyship.

« Whew!” cried Block, pronouncing the
word in a kind of a whistle: “What the
deuce are you got to be my Ladyship?—
You did not think of happening of such a
chance, when you and I used to meet at your
cousin Bloxum’s at Modbury-fair.””

¢ It would not have been an out-of-the-way
thought, Sir, if I had,” returned she; for
you see it has happened.”

«Aye, aye,” cried Block, “to be suré—
why not?—You had a large fortune in your
own hands; and money brings about all man-"
ner of things, marriages and all.”” - .
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Lady Buckhurst drew up in silence,

“Well, T wish you joy with all my heart,
I’'m sure,” went on Block; * for we are quite
old friends as I may say, meeling once every
year at your cousin Bloxum’s, and I am sure
all my acquaintance have my good wishes,
T sha’n’t go out of town without giving youa
call.—Pray, where do youlive?”

It is a hundred to one but you find me
out,” replied Lady Buckhurst; “for I am
always shopping all the morning, and at par-
ties all the evening.”

“ Ah, well, L can but go away again,if you
are from home,” returned he; “bui I should
not think I had done the civil ‘thing not to
give you a bit of a call.”

Again he requested to he informed of the
place of hier residence; and, though with the
most evident reluélance, her Ladyship was
obliged to grant him the information.

lock put down her address in his pocket-
‘book, and then said, “That’s a very nice
young Miss you’ve got sitting nextyou there.
Is she any relation of your's?—Perhaps a
daug bter of your new husband’s?”

¢ Sheis my owa daughter * answered Lady
Buckhurst :
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« What ! she that the gypsies stole? —
at least that you supposed as much about,—
You don't say so2—1I say, what was her
name.r”

“ Amica, 8ir,” answered her Ladyship. -

. ““ Was it?” returned he: 1 thought it
was something else—I can't exaéily remember
what: “ however Iwish you joy of her too
with all my heart,” and he then crowded
himself past Lady Buckhurst, fo shake hands
with Amica, and tell her how intimate her
father, and mother, and he, had all been when
they used to méet at Modbury-fair.

From the moment Mr. Block had appear-
ed to claim acquaintance with Lady Buck-
hurst, her Ladyship had sat uneasily upon her
seat, and notwithstanding the ardour which
she in general displayed for thealical exhibi-
tions, she was now all impatience toleave the
. house: at the end of the first abi of the farce
ber carriage was procured, and repeating
again to Mr. Block, “That if was very un-
likely he should find her athome, if he trou-
bled himself to call,”” she parted from him,
scarcely deigping to wish him a good nlght
. “ What an impertinent man that Mr. Blocke
"’she sud assoon as they were Seated inthe

2
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arriage; “ as if I was to be hail fellow well
met with him here in Lendon, now I am the
wife of a parliament-man, and a ladyin my
own right, because he may have met me once
or twice in his life at my cousin Bloxum’s at
Modbury; and no such despicable connexion
either I would have it known: my cousin
was once mayor of Exeter, and Mr. Block
himself was nothing but a sort of a corn-
dealer at Dartmouth, and ten to one if he is
any better, or so good now; but some people
are so familiar.”

It is probably a gratification to him,
Ma’am, to meet you again, not having seen
you for the period of time he mentioned,”
said Amica. ‘

“Aye, aye, child,” returned her Ladyship ;
“but onme must not humble one’s self too
much: there is no oceasion to turn one’s
back on people, nor yet to hug them to one’s
bosom, if so be they ain’t those that we have
any reason, to be over and above partial to.
I shall tell the porter to say, ‘Not at home,
whenever he calls.” :

During the whole of these conversations,

*Mr. Leuw iizer had not spoken a single word:
it was his régular custom mot to intrude his
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remarks upon any one, when he judged that
no material benefit was to be produced by his
making them; and regarding it asa matter of
very little importance how a point of etiquette
was setiled between Lady Buckhurst and Mr.
Jarvis Block, he continued silent. :

Whilst they were on their ride home, Ami-
ca remarked to him, that the gentlemah they
had just parted from at the theatre, was no
doubt the same Mr. Block, whom Maurice
Stanton had known at Worthing; and he
replied, ““That he thought it very likely that
this was the same genileman whom he had
seen there.”

< Seen!” echoed my Lady: < Aye, I dare
say there is not a town in the kingdem but
what he has been seen in; such travellers are
known every where.”

“ Has he then been so great a traveller?”
asked Mr. Leuwitzer.

< Yes, Sir; pretty well for that,” she re-
pl.ied: “it was a very respetable house in
the corn and wine trade at Dartmouth that
he travelled for some years ago.”

Mr. Leuwitzer now understood that the
meanings which himself and Lady Buckhurst.’

°
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had attached to the word traveller were of
very opposite natures. Mr. Leuwitzer had
supposed that Mr. Block had been an exten-
sive investigator of the beauties of nature and
the works of art; the lady meant that he had
ridden over the kingdom for the purpose of
~ bringing home orders for the mercantile house

by which he was employed—and it has been
a doubt with some people which kind of
travellers bring home information best worth
having. '

Immediately on reaching home, her Lady-
ship issued her striél commands to the porter,
not to admit any person of the name of Block;j
and having done this, she sat down to supper
with her usual composure.
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CHAPTER XXIII,
The second’ A& of the last night's Farce,

ON the succeeding morning between the

hours of twelve and one, as Lady Buck-

huarst was moving about the house in

her daily visits to the kitchen, pantries,

and store-room ; she heard ‘a confusion

of voices in the hall, which arresting for

a moment her attention, she soon distin-

guished that of Mr., Jarvis Block; < Lord .
bless us,” he was saying. “1I have known

her these twenty years, and upwards.”

She supposed him only to be endea-
vouring to assert a righ of admittance to
the porter; but in a few seconds more
she was undeceived by hearing the voice
of Colonel Buckhurst exclaiming, ° The
devil you bave ! well, come push up my
fine fellow, and you shall see her in a
crack.” "
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« But this here man at the door,” re-
plied Block,” says her Ladyship. ain’t at
home.”

¢ Phoo, nonsense ! stuff ! that isall jaw!”
cried the: Colonel, “ what ain’t you: up
to the cant yet ?—follow me, miy bo‘y,‘we
will soon ferret her out I warrant you.”

Their feet were now, audible upon the
stairs, and her Ladyskip both surprised and
mortified at the Colonel’'s conduét, made
a precipitaterretreat into the store-room.

In a few minutes a summons was brought
her by one of the footmen, from her son-
in-law, to come into the drawing-room,
and see an old friend :—It was mnow in
vain - to make apologies for not appear-
ing ;%if the Colonel was resolved she should
see Block, he would not, she knew, give
up his determination.

Accordingly being compelled to  receive
a visit ' which ran so particularly against
the grain of her feelings; the only kind
of recompense which she could invent for
her pride under the ' present disagreeable
necessity, was to strike Block with « her
“rank, her consequence, and  the style in

¢
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which she lived, that if he ever visited
Modbury fair again, he might report them
to her ci-devant acquaintance.

The intimacy which almost at the mo-
ment of her entering the drawing-room,
she perceived to exist between him and
the Colonel, in some degree reconciled her
to his acquaintance ; she had at that mo-
ment no opportunity of inquiring into
the cause, and judged that probably Mr.
Block, like herself, was risen in the
world.

After she had rung in.his ears histo-

ries of her intimaey with many great and

titled personages, the sandwich tray was
brought in, which she expetted would
surprise her country friend by the elegan-
cies which accompanied it to the table,
and the profusion”of good things that it
contained ; but he surprised her infinitely
more, by calling very coolly for Madeira,
of which there was none in the room.
“You’lll excuse me, ma'am,—my lady,
¥ mean,” he said, ““but weare old friends,
and I know you'd wish me to be comfort-

- able in your house; and I always -také’

3
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about half a bottle of that ' wine at my-
luncheon.”

Her Ladyship immediately ordered  the
Madeira, and as she had nol yet left off
the vulgar custom of regarding what peo-
ple could afford, as the criterion of the
respet which ought to be shewn  them,
she judged that her opinion of his having
risen in life must be a just one; and her
complacency towards him began gradually
to increase.

After about an hour’s stay he rose to
depart, saying, “ that he must be in Mark-
lane, by three o’clock ; but that he should
lock in upon them again soon, for that
he was now always poppingup. to London
and down again.”

The Colonel put on his hat when Block
rose to depart, and attended him to the door,
but just as they arrived at it, recollect-
ing  that Block was nobody, and himself
somebody ; according to the definition we
have given of these terms ~in fashion-
able life, in a former part of this his-
tory, he pretended suddenly to remember
- ‘dome reason for returning back into the
_house, and wished him good morning.
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4t was with no small degree of satis-
 faflion that her Ladyship heard him re-
turning up the stairs, for she was all
impatience - to learn how and when he
and Block had become acquainted ; and
by what sudden good fortune Jarvis
Block was enabled to drink his half bottle
of Madeira every day at his morning
whet. :

The Colonel briefly informed her that
Block was now a considerable merchant at
Worthing in Sussex ; and that he had
found him a develish good. kind of fellow
in the way of an acquaintance, at the
time he had been quartered with his regiment -
in that neighbourhood.

“ Aye, aye, very likely,” replied Lady
Buckhurst, “but is it. quite the thing,”
(for her Ladyship had already caught a
few of the fashionable terms) ‘‘isit quite
the thing for us to notice him here in our pre-
sent situation 2

« Oh damn it, there is no harm in just
being -civil to the fellow,” answered Colo-
nel Buckurst;—< I must ask him to dinner
once, and I'll thank you to let it be here,”

* ’
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if you please ; for I should be puzzled
to know whom to get to meet him at
my lodgings ; and .as you and he are ac-
quainted, 1t will do very smoothly to have
him here.” ‘ o
The Colonel, it will of course be un-
~derstood, did not relish the idea of Block
knowing where his lodgings were ; orsup-
posing him to have any home but his fa-
ther’s house;—it would have hurt his
pride for ‘the dashers to have observed
their intumacy; and he had reasons why
he did mnot wdsh- that intimacy to cease,
“Yes, that must be it,” cried the Co-
lonel, “ we must give him his mutton here
one: @;‘a.y, and cut him in public ; nothing
is so easy as not to see people when it is
not convenient to own them for acquaintance;
it is done every day:” and with these words

- he left the room.
The Colonel passed very little of his time
. in Hanover Square; and when he did visit
it, Amica was beyond all doubt the al-
traétion which drew him towards it; al-.
though he was not in himself thoroughly
r ’°sen§ible that such was the case, nor at

o



WUMAN BEINGS. 280

. all satisfied with the idea when it entered
his head.—Fe was undoubtedly attached to
Amica’s person ; for with attachments to
face and form he was alone acquainted
—and when obliged to confess to Him-
self that “he did love her, dissatisfattion in-
stead of pleasure, sacceeded the confession:
~—unaccustomed to place restraint upon
his desires, he was chaffed at the refleStion
of his heart being a prey to a passion
which never could be gratified; for' his
present resolution was mever to marry, at
least for love; and libertine even as he
was, he deemed the person of Amica sa-
cred in the point of affinity by which she
stood allied to him :*~Thus pain  ‘and
pleasure met with equal strength ‘in his
breast, when in her presence; and al-
though he always found a difficulty in
ﬂe':win_g himself from it, he never failed to
vepent having gone into if.

The Colonel was 2 man whom Amica
could npever consider without disgust; and
copsequently when such a prejudice is
onee talien up, the man against whom it
is- raised, only_ strengtheﬁs it in the mind 4

Yor. L, - 0 N :
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of the female by his attempts to concili-
ate her better opinion of him; as his af- :
tentions lead of course to a greater inti-
macy than his indifference would do, and
create farther aversion, merely because they
proceed from him :—Thus she *only accept-
ed his presents, because she was not al-
lowed to refuse them; and if perchance
he squeezed her hand, she contented her-
self with returning for it a look of con-
tempt, which would not have satisfied her,
but from the considerations of the near
connexion in which they stood to each
other.

With Maurice Stanton she corréspoud-
®d regularly ; and she had resolved thus
far concerning him, that should she never
‘become Lis wife, she would at least never
consent to become the wife of any  other
man :—Mr. Leuwitzer, she believed to have
penetrated into the sentiments of hoth
#heir hearts, and to approve them ;—whe-.
ther her mother suspefted her to entertain
such a predileSiion she was uncertain;
and she greatly feared that it was one

- "awhich she would never countenance i—
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 Maurice Stanton had neither the claims
of birth nor fortune; of both these she
considered that her mother would reguire
the man_who sheuld seek her hand, tobe
possessed :—a deficiency in birth, she believ-
ed it possible that Lady Buckhurst might
be tempted to overlook ; but never one of
" the purse:—It was indeed probable that
Mr. Leuwitzer having taken Maurice un-
der his protettion, would make him some

provision, should he ever enter into the -
marriage state; but his sister, Mrs. Wei-
mar, was already a mother, she might
still have many more children, and it ap-
peared beyond a doubt that they would at
least share equally with Baurice in what
their uncle had to bestow; and though
kis division might be such, as“would by
her be deemed more than requisite for
their happiness and cemfort, still such as
her mother might look upon with disdain::
—8he knew .that her .own father had at
his death bequeathed to her a.legacy, but
40 what amount, or when to.be paid, she
had never yet been informed :—-Most of all

she feared, that in her intercourse with se=’ |
o2 ) 0
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ciety,  she might have the misfortune o
attraét the notice of some man whose ad-
dresses might meet the approbation of
Lady Buckhurst, and compel her into dis-
obedience to her mother, by rejeéting his
hand ;—earnestly she prayed that this trial
wmight be spared her.

Amica was a female whose countenance
"if mot composed of features regularly beau-
tiful, was still of that fascinating kind,
from which no man could turn without a
second gaze; and her attraélive form would
probably have dppeared the most perfedt
ever viewed, had she been sufficiently fa-
shionable to have dressed herself with in-
decency, and to have made wet drapery
the apology for her garments being only
coverings, and not concealments of her
person. & g

A woman of this descnptlon is seldom
introduced into the circles of fashion with-
out attradting the regards of the men, and
Amica received their homage wherever she
went :—Thus acknowledged ‘as being wor-
thy of public admiration by having the
“woices of all ﬂ“} gay young fellows about
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town in her favour, Amica immediately
became the decided favouriie of Lady Della-
val; and this assertion may probably want
some explanation to such of our readers
as are not accusiomed to the motives and
manners of ‘alady of high ton.

Lady Dellaval was at this time, at that
woeful period of life, a widow turned of
forty ; with Lady Dellaval every thing that
gave her delight must be upon the grand
scale: she derived no satisfaélion from any
kind of moderation, and being therefore
convinced that no grand coup was at her
age to be struck in the way of conquest,
she turned all her artillery towards mak-
ing herself the fashion. i

For this purpose she kept an open house
for loungers of condilion ; suffered them
to play in it rather higher than perhaps
either the rules of decorum, or the au-
thority ef the law would have permitied,
had it been publickly known; and for
" the grand bond of union which was to
keep her male friends around her, she al-
ways took care to have hey pariies adoruf |
ed with the prettiest young women she »

i a
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could seleét ;—Amica was much more at-
traétive than most, and thus became a
principal favourite with her Ladyship.
Amica we have already seen had ne
predileGtion for the decided votaries of fa-
shion ; but the numerous civilities which
Lady Dellaval bestowed on her, were
conferred in so pleasing a way that her
free and unrestrained manners appear-
ed but the overflowings of a gaiety eof
heart; and led those whom she seleGied
as her friends, to believe her unjustly treat-
ed by the voice of commoen fame, when it
blew forth straius to the discredit of ker heart
or ber understanding.
 That her manners were oufrée, was an
undeniable faét, but Amica still could not
forbear considering that ‘there wasa some-
thing about her to be liked, and that she
was not half so reprehensible a charaéler
as many who deeryed her. -
The temper of Amica was of so gene-
rous a nature that when she saw no ac-
tual e\:i‘s praétised, she judged the mind to
be free from error, and on this accound
she considered Lady Dellaval as only de-
sirous of giving pleasure to those whom
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ghe invited to her parties, without suspeéting
ihat any concealed motive for those repeated
inyitations lay hidden under the veil of good
humour ; and not atall imagining that in the
“many téte-a-t€tes which her Ladyship had at
different tinfes contrived to have with her in
the midst of crowded apartments, her matiyve
had been that of drawing around herself a
crowd of men, who gathered to the spot
for the sake of beholding and admiring her
m ore youthful companion. =
Lady Buckhurst delighted in seeing her
daughter intimate with people of dlstmwon
and therefore courled Lady Dellaval, as much
as Lady Del]avaljsought Amica.

NP OF THE FIRST VOLURME.
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