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Preface

This Marathi Publication ‘Sangeetham and Nrtya padam’
springs from those beautiful and melodious compositions being
preserved in the Marathi Section of this Library. It consists
of a number of compositions popularly used by the artists of
yester years in their musical and dance performances. In tune
with the rich traditions of Royal Elegance, the Maratha rulers
had patronised Eminent cover poets who were the authors of
these pieces. The distinguished composers belonged to the
period of Rajah Shahaji who had carved niches for Sarasvati
Mahal in the temple of fame. We have 113 pieces in this book
spread over Varnam, Swarajathi, Padam, Tillana, Arathi, Palana
(Lullaby) Mangala etc. The Mahal is now placing before the
readers and scholars, his famous work which is yet another
addition to the galaxy of Mahal publications,

Thiru A. Krishnaswami Raja Mahadick B. A, has edited this
work in a very attractive and useful manner with an exact
{transliteration) of Marathi into Tamil for the wider benefit of
the people of Tamil Nadu in general and the performing Artists in
particular, The sub-titles, the formation, the Viniyogas, ragas, talas
and definitions are given in detail in the introduction and appen-
dices for easy reference. Now that these Marathi compositions
have come home, it is for the Tamil Artists, to render them to
their audience in tune with the rich traditions of the Karnatic
world,

| express my sincere thanks to the editor of this beautiful
book who, | am sure, has brought about Marathi-Tamil musicaj
integration through this publication.
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I am thankful to the Government of India for their generous
grant for publication of books. My appreciation for Sarma’s
Sanatorium Press of Pudukkottai for their neat execution of
printing. Thiru A, Panchanathan, M.A,B.Lib.Sc., Publication
Manager-cum-Librarian deserves to be congratulated for his
continued efforts,

M. RAMU. LAS,,

Thanjavur District Collector and Director i/c
16-2-1988 T.M.S5.8.M. Library Saciety
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wafta a sjea od
Sangeetha and Nrtya Padam
Foreword

eraRT

The present publication in Marati deals with old
Padams and similar compositions that are commonly
used in musical concerts and dance performances, In
Indian system of music especially the South Indian or
Carnatic sangeetha and Nrtya (Dance) there exists
several musical pieces of exquisite elegance which are
generally sung or danced to exhilarating music by the
Artistes. Among such pieces that were in vogue
during the period of the Maratta rulers and in subse-
quent periods,some common compositions are carefully
selected and included in this publication for the use of
vocal recitals and dance repertoires which were
popular particularly during the time of Rajah Serfoji
the scholar king and the Architect of Saraswati Mahal
Library of Thanjavur. This work is based on some
beautiful and Melodious marati compositions preserved
in the Marati section of the Library bearing manuscript
humber( Vahi series) 2168, D. No. 2591 and other un-
published manuscripts of the Vahi section (No. 2170
etc.). In all 113 pieces spread over Varnam, Swarajati,
Padam, Tillana, Arathi, Palana (cradle song), Mangala
(concluding song of Dance & Music) etc. As many
as 26 Ragas and different Talas are used for these
pieces. A Ragamalika of 16 ragas is also of interest.
The authors of these pieces range from Maratta rulers
and their eminent court poets and distinguished
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Sahityakarthas or Vakyekars (composers) belonging
to the periods of Rajah Shahaji to the last Maratta
ruler Shivaji (1832 — 1855 AD).

Amorous and exotic Sringara padam, devotional
slokas and Vrithas, tiillating Varnam, rhythmic
Swarajatis in Marati are few of the highlights of this
publication, All the pieces are composed in Marati
language, in the Paddhati(style)of Carnatic Sangeetham
and Bharatanatya. Tala (time cycle) are also based
on the South Indianlaya. Rupaka or characterisation
and Viniyogas procedure or usage regarding several
aspects of Carnatic music and Natya are dealt with
in full detail elsewhere in this publication.

Carnatic Sangeetham and Bharatanatya are now
confined to South India. Music and Dance of the
region north of Godavari river are known as Hindus-
tani Sangeeth and Kathak Nautch or Nrtya which
differ fundamentally from Carnatic music and
Bharatanatya. The Carnatic music and Dance retained
its original states while that of the Hindustani Music
and Dauce are seriously influenced by Persian and
Arabic Culture brought in India on the wake of
Muslim invasion of India who imposed their own
language and culture as a result Bharatiya Sangeeth
and Nrtya had undergone vital changes.

Though the Vritha or metres used in Marati
compositions are as per marati literature, the raga
(melody), laya (time cycle), the Jatis or rhythmic
cycles, sollu (Bol or nemonics) are all as per the
prescribed rule and system of Carnatic Sangeetham
and Bharatanatya Nrtyam,
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The Marati scholars, posts and Rajahs did not
use in all their thousands of compositions ‘the
Hindustani style of Music & Dance,

Rajah Serfoji wished to produce songs and dance
compositions in marati language for the enjoyment of
marata people of the South in the manner of Telugu
and Sanskrit compos1tlons which were in currency in

the south durmg his pvnod The Ragas and Talas
used by him in his pieces were of Carnatic raga and
tala for the enjoyment of the marati speakmg people
of the South and Maharashtra. 1In Maharashtra
Kathak Natya and Hindustani Sangeeth were in
prevalence in Serfoji's times. This was really a
novelty to the maharashtrian. Rajah Serfoji being
an outstanding exponent of Carnatic music and
Bharatanatya dance, wrote several hundreds of dance
pieces and musical compositions in Marati and
visualised that this change f rom Hindustani Music
and Kathak dauce to Carnatic music & dance will be
apprecmted and welcomed by the Maharashtrians.
The sagacious and far-sighted Rajah Serfoji's
chqnshed wish to mtroduce his Bharatanatya compo-
sitions in Marati yielded rich dividend, several years
after his death In Maharashtra of late his dance
compositions have become a rage and several Natya
schools teachmg Bharatanatya in Marati have sprung
up, and one or two such schools are named as
“Thanjavar Nrtya Sala,”one such is being maintained
by the international dancer Prof. Parvati Kumar
who is teaching Marati compositions of Rajah Serfoji
in Bombay. The Government of Mabarashtra has
-also realised the importance and usefulness of
Serfop s Marati Bharatanatya compositions and they
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have published his work as ‘“Thanjavur Nrtya
Prabhanda”. which is based on Serfoji’s work
“Korvayanchi Jinnas”, which was published by
Saraswati Mahal Library and edited by the Editor of
this present publication. Care has been taken to
‘give an exact transliteration of Marati into Tamil for
the benefit of the people of Tamilnadu.The subtlities,
the formation, the viniyogas, ragas, talas and defi-
nitions are given in detail in the introduction and
Appendices attached to it for easy reference.

Finally I wish to convey my grateful thanks to
our esteemed District Collector and Director of this
Library Sri T. R. Ramaswami, I.A.S. for assigning
me to edit this useful work. I am thankful to Sri
A. Panchanathan, M.A., B.Lib,Sc,, the Administra-
tive officer of this Library and to Srimathi
P. Tulajendra Raja Bhonsle, life member and my
brother-in-law for his encouragement and advice.
I thank also Sri Bhima Rao, Marati Pandit, and Sri
Viswanathan, Telugu Pandit for their valuable advice.

A. Krishnaswamy Raje Mahadik
20-3-86

Thanjavur Member of the Rajah’s Family &
20-3-86 } Guest Editor T.M,S.S. M. Library
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Sangeetha And Natya Padam

INTRODUCTION
( wearEsn )

The present publication consists of a number of
songs commonly used for both Sangeetba and Natya
by the Artistes according to the prevailing practice
and custom. The compositions are included in the
repertoire (programme). For example Varnams, tillana
and Padams are widely used in musical concerts and
dance proformances. Such type of songs are included
in this volume. The vrithi (style), ragas, (melody),
respective swaras (Notes) and their respective Talas
(thythmic time cycles) are given in detail for the
guidance of the performers or artistes.

The particulars of such compositions are dealt
with seperately in the appendices. It will be worth-
while explaining several salient features, situations
and conditions in the south and north of India.

CARNATIC AND HINDUSTANI MUSIC. I

_ Carpatic Music and Music of Maharashtra
(Hindustani) music fundamentally differs from each
other. In Bharatanatya the classification of Ragas
(melody) and Talas now in vogue in the South
comprising of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
Andhra regions are known as carnatic music
and dance as Bharata Natyam, while 'that of
N9rth India including Maharashtra are known as
Hindustani Sangeeth and Kathak Natya or Nrtya.
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The Hindustani music and dance have undergone
changes from those that were prevailing in ancient
times in the whole of India (Bharat) due to the impact
of Muslim domination and their culture and language
to a large extent altering the strucuture and system
of Hindu music and dance prescribed by Gods and
Rishis. As a result of their domination the Hindun
system of music and dance came to be synthesised
with Persian and Arabic Sangeeth and Nrtya: What
was prevalent prior to their advent in tenth century
experienced substantial changes. The altered system
of music and dance of uttar Hindustan (North India)
came to be known as Hindustani Music, and Kathak
dance, having their separate identity and existence
and sphere of influence.

What was the pature and construction of Hindu
music and dance science enunciated by Adi Bharata,
Nandikeshwara and other Rishis,and found in ancient
manuscripts available, having a common system
and vrithi (style) for Hindu Sangeeth and Nrtya,
Nandikeswar’s Abhinava Darpan had codified in no
small measure the principle of pure Dance and
Music of the Hindus. Paintings and sculptures found
all over India before the Muslim influence show a
common type for the entire Bharat extending from
Himalayas to Kanyakumari.

In course of time they have undergone various
changes. The music and Nrtya prevailing during the
time of Jayadeva appear to be different from what
was practised in the 11th century during the time of
Sarangadeva (author of Sangeeth Ratnakara). In his
work he records that the ragas and swaras used for
Jayadeva’s Ashtapadhi are not available.
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Even in Sangeeth Ratnakara of Sarangadeva
there is no mention of 72 Melakarthas or similar
classification that came into existence in the Carnatic
regions which is in currency now. Venkatamahi the
court-poet of the Thapjavur Naick ruler
codified the Carnatic music in this way. Saranga
Deva classified Ragas, long before Venkatamahi, as
Gramas, Sadja Grama, Gandhara Grama, Madhyama
Grama conforming to Vadi, Samvadi, Viwadi relation-
ship of swaras, and ragas, formed by permuta-
tion and combination of swaras (notes) having
affinity with gramas, and the number of shratis
(Micro-tones), This method of classification was a
long process and did not last long till the grama
method of ramification was replaced by 72 Mela-
karthas of the Carpatic, in the South. The Hindustani
system in the regions north of Godavari river, known
as Uttara Hindustan,both in musicand dance Nayaka-
Nayaki bhava was predominant theme in ancient
music and dance like Jayadeva’s Ashtapadhi, Mirabai's
Padas and the musical out-pourings of the Saints of
the Southern regions, contained in the Panns or
Ragas of Nayanmars and Alwars, Purandaradasa,
Narayana Thirtha  Such definition of Sringara Rasa
compositions found favour and support with
the people, The south Indian panns came into

existence several centuries prior to Jayadeva and
Saranga Deva.

Venkatamakhi systamatised and amplified the
Carnatic Ragas into 72 Melakarthas with the twelve
Chak.tas and sorted out Janaka and Janya Ragas in
relation to Vadi, Samvadi swara formation. Since
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then Carnatic or South Indian music assumed a stable
and distinct shape.

Similarly there had been several vissicitudes in the
musical history of Hindustani Sangeetha with its
classification of Ragas as Raga, Ragini and Putra
system., The evaluation of new Ragas posed serious
problems to musicologists in regard to the classifi-
cation of new Ragas (Samyukta and Mishra) with
the existing ones. The old system of Raga-Ragini-
Putra formation was found to be unworkable and con-
fusing similar to that happened in Carpatic music
before the introduction of the 72 mela kerthas
by Venkatamahi.

Likewise for Hindunstani Sangeeth Vishnudoss
Narayan Bhatkhade a fameus Musicologist of Hiadu-
stani School of Music cocllected all songs available at
his times from all parts of India and created five groups
and ten thats with Shuddha and Vikriti swaras. This
classification bestowed some improvement over the
previous one. Even then this is not fully free of
Viwadi Dosha,  With regards to Tala (Time cycle)
there is considerable difference in their structure and
application of Tala to Sangeeth and Nritya (Music
and Dance).



III
BHARATANATYA and KATHAK NRTYA

Bharatanatya signifies Natya as described by
Bharata Muni the earliest writer of Natya Shastra
and for this reason dance of South India is
termed as Bharatanatya which is in currency now in
the above regions. It has not gone into significant
change or modification. Bharatanatya is believed to
have been expounded by Lord Shiva, and through
his consort Parvati Devi it had spread over the
entire length and breadth of Bharat. In ancient
times there was only one system of Nrtya and that is
the Natya of Bharatamuni. The concomitant music for
Lashya and Thandava dances, the former is Sukumar
or graceful meant for ladies and the Arabhati (ener-
getic and vigorous) for men. They are composed as
per the rules of Samgeetha Shastra which had its
origin from Sama Veda one of the four Vedas.
M}lsic for both Sangeetha and Natya are of common
origin and governed by the same rules and classifica-

tion of Ragas and Swaras (melody and Notes) and
same laya or talas.

Music of India is like a big tree with two
branqhes Tepresenting two systems of Music widely
practised in South and North India as Hindustani
and Carpatic Sangeeth which are based on Raga or
melqu contrary to that of the Western or European
music in which harmonies play a dominant role. A
comparative study of the two systems will be neces-
sary to appreciate and enjoy Indian Music. Perhaps
fndlar_l music and dance are the oldest systematised
classical’ music in the world, Paintings, Sculptures
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and icons of ancient period ranging from 4th century
B.C. reveal the antiquity of Indian music and dance.
Harappa and Mohanjadaro civilisation show the
existence of musical instruments and dancing damsels
Music is not only essential to dance and music, but
equally essential to Dramaturgy,

The existing Bharatanatya of the South and the
Kathak Natya of the North have also undergone
several changes of varying degrees,influenced by the
regional languages like Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam dialects having their origin from the
Dravidian Civilisation existing in the south, long
before the Aryan advent in India,

The admixture of both Aryan and Dravidian
culture did not create so much change as the influence
of the Sarasenic or Muslim race in the medieval
times and in the wake of their invasion Bharatiya
Hindustani Sangeeth and Nrtya suffered noteworthy
changes and what remained in the south in the shape
of present Bharatanatya and Carnatic Music has not
been so much affected as we find in the Northern
Music. Persian and Arabic culture was introduced
by them; and this undoubtedly altered the charac-
teristic and ancient elements and construction of the
Hindustani Sangeeth which resulted in losing their
main identity with the music and dance of South
India, creating difference in the pattern, Swara
Rachana (formation of Notes) and tala; and this type
of dance is known as Kathak Nrtya which gave
predominance to thythm and time cycle of 3 Kkala
pramana of Vilamba, Madhyama and Dhruth for
padaviniyoga (fast footwork) Attention is not so
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much given to niceties;Sukumara or graceful Abhinaya
portrayals as is found in Bharatanatya. P:arans.
Rechakas (circular movement) Brabmari (piroutte
movement), Utplavana (jumping movements) are
often used and are prominent features of Kathak
Nrtya. Speed and gathi (gait) are other features of
Kathak.

Crpre——gres

Iv
SAHITHYAKARTHAS (COMPOSERS)

In the court of the Maratta Kings there were
numerous composers, poets and distinguished
musicians who have contributed many a musical and
dance piece. Among the galaxy of authors, many
Maratta kings contributed their share of literary and
musical Sahityas (Iyrics). Rajah Shahaji, Tukkoji,
Pratapsingh, Serfoji were some of the brilliant com-
posers whose compositions are preserved in the
Library. They composed Padas in several langnages
but their contributions in their own mother-tongue
Marati are by far the best and the dance composi-
tions or Sahityas are no less important, Shahaji,
has 1:ft musical and dance pieces. Rajah Tukkoji was
also a great Vakyakar who has authored Sangeetha
Saramruta, Natya Vedagam (standard authoritative
books on music and dance). His son Pratapsingh
was a great play-wright and his songs and padas are as
good as that of Rajah Shahaji whose devotional
songs on Thiagesa, and his marati dramas with songs
full of Sringara Rasa are noteworthy, Next to
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Shahaji in importance is Rajah Serfoji the scholar-
king and founder of the Saraswati Mahal Library,
who has left numerous valuable works on Carnatic
music and Bharatanatya. His Natya and Nataka
songs are in marati language set to Carnatic Ragas &
falas. He was a great Sahityakarta (musicologist)
and his Bharatapatya and Natya Natakas composi-
tions in Marati are very popular in Thanjavur. They
are now spreadiog in Bombay and other parts of
India where the Marati population eagerly learns
Bharatanatya dance-pieces in Marati language.

The other authors equally distinguished and
experts in musical snd Natya Pada who lived during
the period of Maratta rule whose compositions find a
place in this publication are Kavirej Hybathinath,
Gurudoss, Thriyamba kavi, Renganatha kavi, Sadasiv
Gopinatha kavi, Mhadwa Munishwar and others.
Nothing is known about the court poets, except
that of the rulers.

It will be worthwhile to give a brief and short
narration of the literary activities and contribution of
the Maratta rulers of Thanjavur. It will not be an
exaggeration to say that all Maratta kings right from
Shahaji the son of Venkaji the Sthapakar (founder)
of Maratia rule in Thanjavar up to thelast ruler Rajah
Shivaji were great scholars and linguists and with-
out exception, contributed their share to enrich the
Marati literature, fine arts, music and natya.

The first Shahaji (son of Venkaji) was nicknamed
as Abhinava Bhoja by renowned Saint Sridhara Ayyaval
of Tamilnadu who is credited to have brought Ganges
flowing fcom the well of his house at Thiruvisalur



xvi

The highest Pontiff of Saivite Mutt Bhodendra Saras-
wati,and another Pontiff of Madhva Mutt Sumithendra
Tirtha called Shahaji Sarvagna Choodamani and
Sangita Sarvabhowma. His two younger brothers
Sarafoji I and Thukkoji were also well-versed in
literature and sangeeth, The latter has authored
Sangita-Saramruta (a standard work of authority on
Carpatic music) Natya Vedagama is also another
work attributed to his authorship which deals with
the rules and composition of Natya music and code
His son Pratapsingh was an erudite scholar of Marati
and Sanskrit. His dramas in Marati and musical
padas, superior kavyas like Ramadinacharya give
in great detail the daily routine of Sri Rama from the
tix.nlt;: he rises from his bed till he retires to bed in the
night,

His grandson Rajah Serfoji the founder of the
world famous Saraswati Mahal Library was the
greatest of the Maratta rulers next only to Sarvagna
Choodamani Shahaji Rajah. One of the illustrious
x_nus‘ician of Tamilnadu Sri Misu Krishna Iyer had
Immortalised the name of Serfoji as sthapaka of
Saraswati Nilaya (Library) in his song in Chakravagha
Raga. This author and his songs continues to be
popular in South India. Serfoji was a scholar and a
linguist of high repute. His contribution to Music
Dance and Dramas is marvellous. This work contains
2 number of his songs and Padas in Marati w hich are
pre-eminently suitable for music and dance perfor-
mances. He had composed for Bharatanatya and
classical Sangeeth, hundreds of Marati songs Padas,
Varnpas, Tillana in Marati which have, of late captured
the minds of marattas in Maharashtraand has become
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4 rage in bigger citles of Maharashtra where dance
schools are named as Thanjavur Nrityashala, where
the dance compositions of Serfoji in Maratiare set to
carnatic music and tala, Till recently in Maharashtra
Bharatanatyam was taught in either Tamil or Telugu
language. Such is the services of Rajah Serfoji for
the cause of music and dance,

It will not be out-of place to mention here the
significant origin of Marati dramas both in the south
and Maharashtra. Marati dramas came into existence
one hundred and fifty years ago in Thanjavur while
Marati dramas were first introduced in Maharashtra
in the year 1842 by the efforts of Vishnudoss
Bhave who is acclaimed in Maharashtra as the father
of the Marati Rangabhoomi (stage). Such Marati
Dramas were composed by Rajah Shahaji and he had
them enacted in his court and during temple festivals
for the enjoyment of Maratta population. To Shahaji
is ascribed about 20 Marati Dramas.

In these dramas narration or conversation between
the characters was not very essential, and this took
place through the narration by the suthradhar or
pariparswaka to explain the succeeding sequences,
The main characters generally sing and actions are
shown through gestures and Abhinayas. Abhinayas
were of two kinds viz Samanya Abhinaya and Chitra-
bhinaya. For rendering the padas, and songs,
abhinaya take an important place to vividly portray
Bhava, and Rasa (sentiments or mood) without which
the artistes can not portray the emotions appropriate
to the songs, and bring to play Sathvikabhinaya

2
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theough show of eyes, facial expressions. For the
above purpose Serfoji's padas and songs are pre
eminently suited. Sringara Rasa (emotions of divine
love,affection, and tenderness, love sickness,amour are
weil brought out in the Padas of Serfoji., The real
swaroop or the Image of the fcelings are well
brought out while rendering the Padas. Correlation
between dancer’s movements and music is essential for
the excellence of the lyrics (sahitya or composition).
These are the traits of Samskrit dance and dramas.
In the second century B.C and upto medieaval times
Samskrit was in predominance for Sangeeth, Natya
and Nataka, and afterwards when regionai languages
aad dialects were developed, they have usurped the
place of Samskrit. Music and dance came to be
adopted by the regional languages. Musichas such
a hold on the human lives, that they cannot be
overlooked or relegated to iaferior position. Animals,
reptiles, and infants are attracted by music. The
animals are attracted by music, the animals are
tamed, reptiles are enchanted and the infants are
put to sleep. A work in Sanskrit, Rogachikitsa
which prescribes treatment for diseases by means of
music therapy explains how a patient or Rogi is to
be treated with music. Specific Ragas are prescribed
for specific diseases. Kashyapa Rishi in his
Kashyapa Samhita mentions that soft music when
played while dining, helps the digestive process of
the food taken.

A piquant anecdots may be worthwhile adding
here. In France while Louis the 14th,the French King
questioned one of his court musicians Monscur
Mozart as to what he prefers to be, a poet or
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musician, Mozart gave a prompt reply that he would
prefer to be a dancer. Mozar¢ was one of the great
musical triaity of Purops (Bsthoven, Mozart, and
Handal Such is the bewitching powear of Sangeeth,
Few cradle or Palana songs ate also included in this
volume, They are lu'labies for putting the infants to
sleep in the cracle set to carcetic raga.

When Venkaji Raja founded the Marata princi-
pality of Thanjavur in the year 1678 A.D. he was
followed by a band of scholars and posts led by
Raghunath Pandit Hanumauathe. They were from
Karnataka region viz. Bangalore,Hospet,Sriangapatna,
Ginji of Tamilnadu and also from Maharashtra. The
Maratta scholars left a rich heritage of Marati litera-
ture in the times of the descendents of Venkaji. The
migrant Marati scholats in Thanjavur and their rich
contribution influenced the Maratta Rajahs and their
subjects in the south. The literature in Samskrit,
Tamil and Telugu also flourished side by side with
the Marati literaturs. This was with the active
support and patronage of the Maratta rulers,

The scholars wrote numerous Marati padas,
Nritya and Sangeetha Sahityas (compositions) in
Champu, Panditi and Santa Kavya Paddhati
(stylz). Following in their foot steps the rulers them-
selves left substantial Marati literature for posterity
on several subjects like music, dance and similar

faculties of art and science in the same wanaer as
their court poets and scholars. The musical padas

and Natya compositions were being sung and danced
by the artistes in their kingdom. Their compositions
in Sangeeth and Nrtya in Marati are of high poetica]



XX

lytic ot to Carnatic music useful to thelr Marati
subjects of Thanjavur region and to those living
outside their kingdom,

The Marati pandits chose such ragas and Sahityas
as ware popular in their regions. A change in the
langnage of the Sahitya for Sangeetha and Nritya
served as a pleasant change to the Maratta and non-
Marata polulation of Thanjavur, from the tradi-
tionally used languages like Samskrit, Tamil and
Telugn which they have heard and enjoyed for
several centuries. Marati Sangeetha and Natya Padas
recited or acted in the courts of the rulers and
temples continued to be welcomed as a change.

The language of the music alone was Marati
while ragas, talas, the vrithi or pattern are based
on Carpatic music and for such lIyrics (sahityas)
Hindustaniraga or tala are not adopted. Music
and dance of both Carnatic and Hindustani systems
have different ragas and talas, and the method of

rendering, as each followed its grammatical rules
and discipline,

A

UPANGAS OF SANGEETH AND
NRTYA SAHITYA

(Lyrical subdivisions in Music and Dance)

Musical concert programme and dance reper-
toire contain a number of traditional and populas
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items for recital and exposition. Few select items
are briefly explained in this publication:-

(I VARNAM :- Chowka Varnam, Padavarnam
Thana Varnam, Sloka Varpam and Tala Yarnam are
some of the varieties used in Natya, as well as for
music.

Pada Varnam is precminantly suited for Natya and
has great scope to display Abhinaya, repeated thir-
manas or climax to the cadence of dance and exposi-
tion of sharp sequences of the piece; special atten-
tion is given to concluding nemcnpics and Jathis in
slow and rapid time cycle. Varnams contain
Chittaswaras also. About 19 Varpams are given in
this work., The Varnams are considered to be piece-
de-resistance for any dance performance, and givenan
honoured place in the programme, The Kalapramana
or the tempo of the composition can be exihibited.
Varnams in dance use a number or Thirmanas
in three kalas or 3 tempos viz. (Chowka, Madhyama
and Dhurita). It is noted for its fast Pada viniyoga
or use of feet. Varnams generally are used after
Alarippu, Sabadm, Jathiswara, and before Padas
in Natya, while in Sangeeth, Varnams are suasg in
the very beginning of the concert, It is believed that
singing of Varnams clears the nadhakriya of the
throat which facilitates easy rendering of vocal reci-
tal. The Varnam usually composed in honour of
deities like Vinayaka and Kings of the realm, or
other illustrious and distinguished personalities, and
serves as invocation song. They too have Pallavi
and Anupallavi sections (Dhruva Pada and Samanya
Pada that follows Pallavi). Use of Muktayi Swaras
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with its climax or repetitive thirmanas lend pleasure
and grandeur to the Daunce, quick and sharp tempoed
exposition of Chittaswara in music recitals. Varnams
are the proper vehicle of cxhibiting Sringara Rasa.
(Amour, Leela, Vrihatapaj,

Ia sloka Varna, slokas are employed for lyrics,
set to sweetragas and cachaating g=stures (Abhisaya)

Padavarna shows preference to Abbinay padas
for expressing mood and sentiments of varnam’s
Rasabhavas. Serfoji Rajah’s Padavarnams contain
intricate and fascinating choreographic creations
haviag electrifying thythm awd plenty of repetitive
Thirmanams, with graceful gaits (Gathis)and Jathis.
In Varnams, music and movement should coordinate
with each other in harmonious and fiuent manner.

(2) SWARAJATHIS:- There are fifteen Swarajahis
in this work. Ia Swaraj:ithi predominance is given
to Tala (thythm). The melody is exquisite. The
(aemonics) Sollu - Kaftu, and Jatis (rhythmic cycies)
are the main part of the Swarajuti: Swaras and
rhythaic cycles are displayed in coordination with
melody, and its appropriate tala. Swarajatis of
Serfoji are full of Bhakti Bhava (devotion to God)
and Sringara Rasa (emotion of love and amour).

(3) PADAM (Pada):- About one hundred and fifty
seven padas are included here. There are several
kiads of Padas used in music and Natya. Samanya
Pada, Chitranga Padas, Abhinaya Pada, Ragamalika
Padas, Bhakti Pada, Bhava Padas, Sringara Padas,
Sringara Rasa or Madhura Bhava Pada. Madhura
Bhava Padas are devotional padas in which the
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devotee assumes the role of Nayaki or love and God
as Nayaka (Lover) and composes songs in which the
devotee reveals his amour or love-sick state of mind
and consiantly pines for the lover. Jayadeva’s Ashta-
pati, Mirabai’s love songs, Andal’s Thiruppaval are
few examples of Madhura Bhava [adas. Padas of
this kind are very popular and used widely in both
music and natya by the artister. Suchthematic so.gs
are suited for solo dance by wonman dancers who
can well portray the love for Krishna or Rama.
Especially these songs are fit for Bhedyaka Nritya
(Solo dance). In the time of Szrloji, compositions of
eminent Vakyakars (composers) like Shama Shastri
(one of the Souath Indians wusical Trinity} Kshetra-
gnya, Muthu Thandavar, Purandhara Dasa, Saiot
Thiagaraja, Muthuswamy Dikshithar, were popular.
Besides Marati composers of Pada like Kokila Kanta
{cuccoo voice) Meruswami, Vasudeva kavi, Gurudoss
swami, also contributed in no small measure their
melodious devotional padas.

Next to Tiilana Padas are the important item of the
dance programme,as they can be used for Abhinaya in
dance, and during exposition of Harikatha or Prava-
chana (devotional musical discourse).

4 THILLANA:— Thillana dervies its rame from
Hindustani musical system. It is called ‘Tarana’. The
word Thillana is the Apabhrasha of Tarana. The word
“Thirana’ is being constantly used in Tillana recital to
make the piece graceful, and serveg as climax to the
dance programme. In musical concerts Tiliana is
sung almost in the end of the programme and before
Jawali Pada (one of Sringarapadas)and Mangalam
or Valedictory song seeking the blessings of Ged,
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Tillanas are composed mainly on God and kings, In
the Tillanas included here are one in honour of
Serfoji. Tulajaji, Pratapasimha, Shivaji, Jayachama-
raya, Keralaraja,- Rangakrishna, Muthuvera,
Vijayaranga Chokkanatha and others.

5 PALANA: - The word Palana denotes
Cradle (Thotti in Tamil) Marattas celebrate the birth
of a child in their homes by celebrating the cradle
ceremony on the 11th day of its birth.  The child is
placed in the cradle after observing cerlain rituals.
Women participate in great numbers. They swing
the cradle, sing songs, meant to put the child to
sleep. The songs arec lullabies. The songs are set
to sweet and beautiful ragas and talas, Similar
functions are celebrated during Rama jananam day,
(Ramanavami) and on Gokulashtami day (Krishna-
jayanthi) Both are performed on the birthdays of
Rama and Krishna respectively. These ceremonies
are observed during the above two days with great
religious fervour and pomp by the women folk and
other members of their family. The deities of Rama
and Krishna are placed in the cradle on these days
and after perfoming pujas, the ladies sing Palana
songs set to Carnatic music. The Palana songs are
set usually to ragas like Neelambari, Malaya-
marutham, Lalitha, and such other ragas suitable to
the occasions and times. The first line in the
Dhuruvapada begins with the words JoJoRe (sleep
baby sleep) in Marati, which is repeated for every
Charana or Kandigai. The women sing the entire
songs in chorus and swing the cradle eulogising the
greatness of the child, and this ceremony is called in
Marati as Palana or *“Barsa” Ceremony. Palana or
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cradle songs are composed by eminent poets in
honour of the children of the rulers. In Tamil Nadu
these are very popular and are called Thalattu Pattu
Saint Thiagaraja one of the musical Trinities of
South India had composed many such songs, and are
used in musical concerts and dance recitals.

(6) VIDA (Tamboolam):  These songs depict
exclusively a popular custom among the Marattas ren-
dered before the Deities and during marriage ceremo-
nies by the bride facing the bridegroom. Beda or
Tamboolam are offered by the bride to the groom
after dinner, when such songs are recited. Deities
are offered Beda or Veda after puja and offering of
Naivedyam or sacred food to God. The songs will
be delightful and explain various kinds of spices
contained in the Vida and the deities and the grooms
are requested to accept the fragrant Vida or Betel
(Pansupari). The bride offers this to the groom
beseeching him to accept this currying his
favours and affection set to bewitching ragas and in
high poztical composition. Veda soags are usually
recited by the principal figure, followed with chorus
of ladies singing padam exhibiting love towards the
lover. The God uvsually are Rama, Krishna and
other puranic personages.

(7) ARATHI (Deeparadhana) :- In Marati literature
and Sangeeth hundreds of Arathi songs can be seen.
Generally they are composed in the name of several
Gods like Vittobha,Ganesh,Shankar,Hanuman,Rama,
Krishna and other gods and Goddesses. The ladies
and men stand before the Deities and dance and sing
the glories and greatness in Arati Compositiens, with
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a plate cootaning two tiny lamps in their haads. They
are waved in circular motion, when the gathering
present repeat the songs in chorus clapping their hands
in unison keeping rhythm in appropriate talas (time
cycle). When the Maharashtrians of Thanjavur offer
prayer to their family Deities, they observe this
custom and wave Arati at the conclusion of the
worship. In drama and dance this custom is observed
and this Arati songs are set in lighter vein. In
Gopika’s dance and n Rasaleela, Brindavana Nrtya
having special type of times or chal (Nadai in Tamil)
and ragas. Arti songs are widely used when singing
Jayadeva’s Ashtapadhi, Narayana Thirtha’s Kriskna
Leela Tarangini aund Tukaram’s Abhangas waving
tiny lamps singiag in chorus and clapping the hands
for the purpose of tala; while some use small cym-
bals or Tal. The Marattas of Tamil Nadu still
observe this custom. Mridanga, tal cymbals and
tampura (Tambura the drone instrument) are
traditionally employed.

(8) MANGALA:- This is the valedictory part of
the concer: and dance perfomance. In it a prayer
for blessings from God is sought for the successful
termination of the performance and the participants
in it. Music in specific ragas are prescribed for
Mangala(m) usually Suruti, Madhyamavati and
similar ragas are employed to sing Mangala. The

musicians in concert sing mangala pieces at the
termination of the concert.

Similarly in dance the nartaki or dancer stands
in Sama Sthanaka posture with both the feet kept
close together and the neck erct in’Sundaragreeva’
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Position, and the feet alone moving to keep time to
the swara (notes) and Jati (rhytbmic cycle). While
the two hands kept in Anjali Hastha position by
folding the two hands together as if offering prayers
to God.

Mangalam is also an esscntial item of the
programme in music and dance and signify the end
of the function or perfomance.

SOME GENERAL FEATURES

1.MARATI METRES:There are about 97 independent
songs set to 24 Carnatic tagas. The Vrita or metres
smployed are of Marati or Sanskrit origin. While
the ragas aad talas are of Carnatic Paddhati (style)
and adapted to satisfy the metric arrangements of
carnatic music. Likewiss rhythmic arrangements are
as per carnatic raga or tala. The metres employed
for sahicya (Iyrics) are marati metres set 10 carpatic
music. But the marati meires are based on Sanskrit
metres. The Vrita or postic metres of many of the
songs a'e Vasantha Tilaka, Sloka malini, Maohan
krita, Shikavani, Nagavrata.

2. DHARU: The word Dharu is often found in
the songs. It is a kind of Padasahitya (composition)
having Pallavi, Aaupaliavi and charana(m), used
generally to bring out the excellent characteristics of
Natya (dance) having plenty of scope to display
Mukha (facial) expression through Sanchari Bhava
and Netrabhinaya (showing rasa or sentiments) by
means of Netra (eyes) in dance recitals.



sed
XXvi

MANGALASHAKTA-:

Yet another kind of Marati song in currency ia
the south is Mangalashtaka commonly sung during
solemnisation of marriage just before Mangalya-
dharanam or before tying the mangala sutra by the
bride groom in the neck of the bride. The theme of
the song is invocation to God to bless the bridal
couple with long life,prosperity,patience,forbearance,
and life-long devotion to each other. There are 3
kinds of mangalashtaka coataining 38 stanzas of two
lines viz. 1) samanya, 2) Ramayana and 3 Baghavata
Mangalashtakas. They are usually set to Thodi
Ragas of the carnatic system with the repetitive
Dhuruva pada or pallavi of {Sulagne Savadhana) In
the South every marriage irrzsp-ctive of caste or
creed affiliation, the Mangalashtaka is being wvsed
widely even now.

Marati Kavya (poetic literature) can be classi-
fied into 1 Santha Kavya, 2 Panditi Kavyaand 3 Laghu
Kavya, Santha kavyas or devotional literature were
composed by great saints and seers. the Panditi
kavya compositions are by eminent scholars and
erudite persons, while the Laghu Kavya is light liter-
ature of all categories of persons who are capable of
composing Kavyas or literature on Bhaktimarga.
They also possessed powers of extempore poetry
and kavyas and their outpouring of bhakti formed
the major contribution of Marati literature in the
form of slokas. Abhangas, Aryas, Ovi and similar
compositions and each kind has its own special
characteristics and rachana or construction and
poetic diction. Among such erudite holy men there
were untouchable cobbler,tailor, gardener,oilmonger,
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They have produced a wealth of marvelous devotional
literature which is popular in Maharashtra and they
without, distinction of caste or creed produced
wealth of songs in Padya or Gadya type in praise of
Vittobha particularl,, who responded to their call
and gave darshan toall of them whether they
were of privilleged class or of depressed class.
Women Saints and poets have also contributed

their share in Marati literature, and they were also
respected and worshipped by Maharashirians.

During the Maratta rule over the length and
breadth of South India, Marati poets and scholars
from far off places migrated to the court of Thanjavur,
on account of the presence of the Moghaland Deccani
Sultans’ rule over North India and Karnataka, These
scholars left a wealth of tresure in the shape of their
literary compositions in Thanjavur. Added to this is

the valuable personal contribution of literary works
by successive Maratta rulers. The Marati works thus

left by them enriched the Granthalaya (Library) of
Rajah Serfoji supplemested by the Marati collections
made by Serfojifrom far and wide during his long
travels all over India make the Sarasvathi Mahal as
one of the most valuable collections made bya
single individual. Now Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Libray contains the finest Marati manuscripts of rare
value and merit, No Maratta will fail to admire

the sagacity of the farsighted ruler. In addition to
Marati collections, there are rare manuscripts in

other languages authored by successive kings and
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their court poets and scholars, and the details of
which cannot be abridged in this brief introduction,
Suffice it to confine our studies only in the history
of Marati manuscripts with Serfoj's Sarasvathi
Mahal Library Thanjavur, The Maharashtrians all
over India owe a great deal of debt to this learned
ruler. His Marati collections on classical music,
dances, philosophy, drama, medicine and other allied
faculties of art and literature are very impressive.

An important historical anecdote, regarding
Raja Sambaji the son of Chatrapati Shivaji the great,
regarding re-installation of the idol of Cosmic Dancer
Lord Nataraja in Chidambaram Temple and perfor-
ming two Kumbabhishekams on the orders of
Shambaji Raja through his vice-Subedar of Parangi-
pettai Gopal Dadaji Pandit is worth recording here
though this has no direct bzaring on the subject of
this work except the Nataraja is the Lord of Dance
or Natya. The Great Shivaji captured Ginjee
in Tamiloadu in the year 1677 A.D. and
appointed his son-in-law Harji Raja Mahadik as
the viceroy of the conquered region.  After the
death of Shivaji his son Sambaji succeeded. Hariji
Raja Mahadik, during his viceroyaliy, the Vice-
Subedar Gopal Dadaji Paudit of Parangipet traced
the missitg Nataraja idol and reinstallsd ic in Fonnam-
balam in Chidambaram. This important historical
information was discovered by Professor Raju head
of the Dept of Epigraphy Tamil University, Thanjavur
from four copper plates preserved in the Temple of
Thiagaraja in Tiruvarur. The discovery of the idol is
dated as 1684 when Kumbabhishekam was a'so per-
formed. Similarly the second Kumbabhishekam was
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performed in the year 1686 by Gopal Dadaji Pandit
along with the temple high pries: Muthiah Dixit. The
information is recorded in four copper plates of
Dadaji pandit which are now in the custody of the
Temple at Chidambaram.

20.3.1986 A. Krishnaswamy Raje Mahadik
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