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FOREWORD
By
The Hon’ble Justice T.L. Venkatarama Aiyar,
Judge, High Court, Madras,

e s st

Sri SIVA CHIDANANDA SARASWATHI
popularly known as MOUNA SWAMIGAL,
is one of the outstanding personalities who
dominated the spiritual world in South India
in recent times. His life and achievement
form the subjectmatter of this work, the
author of which is himself one of his most
devoted sishyas. How a native of Andhra
Desa, who entered the order of Sanyasins,
travelled all over the Tamil Nad visiting
shrines for which it is justly famous, how
when he visited Courtalam in the District of
Tirunelveli he was attracted by the Dévi in
the Dharani Pitam and made the place his
home, how by his Bhakthi and Yogic powers
he attracted a large following and how he
established a Mutt called “Dattatreya Mandiram'
—these and other matters will be found related

impressively in the pages of this book.
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I have had myself the good fortune to
know the Swami personally, and of my own
experience I can say he was able to inspire
all those who came mnear him with spiritual
ideals. He was a Yogi and many are the anec-
dotes current of the miracles which he per-
formed as a Yogi. He possessed also special know-
Jedge of the medicinal properties of various herbs
and was able, with their aid, to effect cures,
where doctors had confessed impotence. The
Swami was a friend of Sri Ramana Maharishi
and Sri Seshadri Swamigal of Tiruvannamalai
and spiritually belonged to their class.

One of the devotees of the Swami was

Sri Sundaram Aiyar who belonged to an aristo-
cratic family known as the Mittadar of Puduk-
kottai. He became one of the earliest sishyas
and one of the most devoted and was worthily
honoured by the Swami with the title of Baktha
Stkhamani. Many were the services of Mit-
tadar Sundaram Aiyar to the Swami, the most
notable among them being the construction of
the Mutt called “ Dattatreya Mandirahmj’. The
writer of this work, Sri 8. Venkatasubrahmania
Aliyar, is his son who continues the tradition
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of the family in his devotion to the Swami
and in his services to the Mutt. In apprecia-
tion of his work, the Swami has appointed him
as one of the five members of an advisory
committee for the management of the Mutt;
and, if the Mutt continues to be efficiently
managed, it is due not a little to the selfless
work of Sri Venkatasubrahmania Aiyar. This
work itself is the outcome of his great devo-
tion to the Swami and bears the impress of
sincerity and trath at every page. It appears
that it was the desire of Mittadar Sundaram
Aiyar that in due time the life of the Swami
should be written and published; and in writ-
ing this work the auabhor is also discharging
the pious obligation laid on him by his father.

The author deserves the grateful felicita-
tions of all persons who are devoted to the
Swami and of all who are interested in the
:spiribual progress of this country.

“SRI VIDYA VILAS"

81, Mowbray’s Road, % T.L.- VENKATARAMA AIYAR
Alwarpet, MADRAS-|8
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4. K. 8- RAMASWAMY SASTRIGAL,
Retired District Judge

I am proud to be and to claim to be one of
the oldest and staunchest of the disciples and ad-
mirers of Sri Sivachidananda Saraswathi Swami=
gal more familiarly known as Sri Mowna Swami-
gal of Courtallam. It was in the year 1909 that
T first came to know about him through my noble
‘and pious friend, the late Mr. A. 8. Krishnaswami
‘Iyer, who was at that time District Munsiff at
Ambasamudram. My father, the late Professor
K. Sundararama Iyer, was at that time the Princi-
pal of the Hindu College at Tinnevelly and I was
at that time District Munsiff at Tinnevelly. M.
A. S. Krishnaswami Iyer told my father and me
that Sri Swamigal was an adept in yoga and was
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a devotee of Sri Raja Rajeswari Devi and had
attained certain siddhis {(occult powers). Kven
before then I had seen him once in 1908 in front
.of Dharani Peetam in the Siva Temple at Cour-
-tallam, but at that time I knew nothing about
him and merely prostrated before him and wen$
away. He was even then under a vow of silence
and used to be sitting in yoga day and night before
the Peetam. None knew then where he had
come from. He had been seen moving about in
the Courtallam hills shunning company and
wrapped in himself and putting a wall befween
‘him and others by his vow of silence. Lven then
he sat in front of the Peetam, his silence cut him
off from the outside world.

Mr. A. S. Krishnaswami Iyer brought Swamiji
to our house in 1909. My father and I felt drawn
to Swamiji. There was a brightness about his
face as well as a wonderful composure (Santhi).
We felt the truth of the well-known scriptural
statement “sartargarara & g@q . Though Swamiji
preserved his vow in silence unbroken, he was
gracious enough to write his answers to our
-queries, also his queriesto us. He was always
*ind and playful in regard to children and they
always liked him exceedingly-
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In 1909 the then Pontiff of Sringeri (Sri
Abhinava Nrisimha Barati Swamigal) came to
Tinnevelly. I had the great privilege and happi-
ness of meeting him earlier at Watrap and Srivilli-
puttur and Rajapalayam in 1908 when I was
District Munsiff at Srivilliputtur and of being
initiated by him into certain holy mantras and
into the study of the Bhagawad Gita. His Holi-
ness spent his Chaturmasyam period at Papana-
sam near Ambasamudram. After being with him
at T'innevelly, my father and I went to meet him
at Papanasam. Sri Mowna Swamigal also came
to meet him there. His Holiness asked him to
construet a Mutt for Sanyasi at the holy place of
Courtallam, as it was a place eminently suitable
for Tapas and yet no mutt for ascetics exXisted
there. Sri Mowna Swamigal agreed to do so.
This was the real embryo of the great Mutt-cum-
Temple now flourishing at Courtallam as the
spiritual creation of Sri Mowna Swamigal.

One day Sri Mowna Swamigal came to my
house at Tinnevelly. He stayed that night also
there. He preferred to stay that night in the
street pial of my house. When my mother went
out that night to throw the plantain leaves in the
dust-bin in the street, she found Sri Swamigal in
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the Sirshasana posture for a long time and told us.
next morning about it. He left next morning for
Courtallam.

Mr. S. Sundaram Iyer (the author’s father),
Mittadar of Pudukotah, was one of Sri Mowna
Bwamigal’s earliest disciple like myself. He was
a generous and loveable man and a loyal devotee
and disciple. Hisunbroken service to the Swamiji
for decades enabled the Mutt to be established and
the shrines to be built.

So long as I was at Tinnevelly Sri Mowna
Swamiji used to come often to my house. Af that
time he would not eat with his own hands. The
preparations were served on his leaf and I used
to mix them all up as per his command and roll
them into a ball and place one mouthful after
another into his right palm to be swallowed by him.
Evidently this was a Sadhana fo conquer the
temptations of the palate. The Bhagawata rightly
says: (9@ @49 (& €@ Jitam Sarwam Jite Rase
(when the tongue is conquered everything is con-
gquered).

It was in 1910 that he had the Dandayutha-
pani Temple constructed on a portion of the
Siva Temple site near a brook. He established
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also the image of Sri Sankaracharya there.” There
was no opposition at that time, but later on a.
slight opposition—more underground than open—
was raised to the installation of the Idol of Sri
Sankaracharya.

The ceremony of the consecration of the
above said shrine and the installation of the
images was celebrated on an imposing scale and was
attended by the elite of the District and by many
disciples of Swamiji outside the Distriet. I was.
then District Munsiff at Tinnevelly, and present
on the occasion. Mr. Sundaram Iyer took a
prominent part in arranging the unique ceremony.

I had occasion when I was at Tinnevelly to
see some of the special Siddhis (powers) which he
had developed as the result of his austerity and
yoga resulting in divine grace.- He used to pub
his right hand inside his upper cloth and produce
fragrant vibhuthi (sacred ashes) and kunkum and
give the same to his devotees. When Rao Bahadur
A. Sundara Sastri who was then the public Pro-
secutor of Tinnevelly and a most estimable and
loveable man wanted to collect funds for the Hindu
College and went to Sri Swamigal for blessings,
the Swamigal put his right hand inside his upper
cloth and produced a gold sovereign and gave it

12
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with his blessings. On one occasion I saw a re-
markable incident in Mittadar Sundaram Iyer’s
brother Narayana Tyer’s house in Vannarapet at
Tinnevelly (Tirunelveli). Mr. A. Mahalinga Iyer
who was then Secience Assistant in the Hindu
College, I and others were present. Swamigal
took two bits of copper and asked two receptacles
to be brought in which some coal was placed. T'wo
blow-pipes were brought. Swamiji asked Maha-
linga Iyer to blow the coals and flame and place
the copper bit on the fire and utter the Gayatri
Mantra and convert the copper into gold. Swami-
ji brought some herb from the garden of that
house and pressed the juice on the copper bit in
the flame and uttered some mantra and blew the
blow-pipe. After ten minutes we saw that his cop-
per bit had a yellow shine while the other copper
bit was of the copper colour. Mr. Mahalinga Tyer
later tested Swamigal’s copper bit in a retort with
an acid and told me that the chemical reaction
was that of gold. Often when going on journeys
I have seen Swamiji producing coins by just put-
ting his hand inside his upper cloth, and pay for
buying a railway ticket. I do not know personally
if he had other siddhis such as are called the ani-
madi ashita siddhis but what I have seen and stated



14] P usFrEaar o) s b 56T 179

above showed that he had the grace of some as-
pect of divinity (presumably Sri Raja Rajeswari
who was his favourite deity).

Even after I left Tinnevelly, he used to come
often to the stations where I served as Judge and
T used to go often to Courtallam to see him. When
I was at Tiruchinapally, I found that he was tak-
ing only tender Neem leaves and milk. When I
was ab Tiruturaippundi, he initiated me into various
mantras and gave me the images of Sri Krishna
and Sri Mahalakshmi and Sri Raja Rajeswari for
worship. '

Later on he purchased the site of the present
mutt from the Zamindar of Seithur and insfalled
the various images such as Vinayaka, Dattatreya,
Sri Rama and Lakshmana and Sita, Krishna,
Anjaneya, Narasimha, Kameswara (Linga) and
Rajarajeswarl. This Mutt-shrine- has become a
famous Institution. He has established there a
good religious library. I helped to get books
therefor from the Travancore and Baroda and
Kashmir States, and also presented my books. The
Navarathri festival is the- chief festival at the
Mutt shrine. The Vyasapuja also is grandly cele~
brated. Swamiji called the Peetam as Siddhes~
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wari Peetam mainly at my suggestion. He began
also to give titles to his devotees and was kind
enough to bestow the title of Asthika Mani on me.

He had innumerable disciples—all over India
and espetially in the Andhra Desa and Tamil
Nad. I went with him to Zonnawada in the
Nellore District and other places. He used fo
speak highly of the place called Mahalingam near
Watrap in the Ramnad District and said that
great Siddhas and saints lived there. He wandered
all over India as Sanyasi and met Bhagavan Sri
Ramana Maharishi often. 1 met in his company
one Thenkal Swamigal who used to get cocoanuts
and offer them to God and distribute them and
give grass in plenty to cows. 1 have seen many
great ascetics and Sadhus and Siddhas but though
they were eminent and learned and pious they
were nob such adepts in yoga as Swamiji was and
had not the powers and Siddhis which he had.
He used only for his Mutt-shrine all the Kanikkais
(gifts) in kind and in money given to him by his
devoted disciples. I used to tell him often to
establish a band of disciples who would be experts
in Yoga Sastra and Mantra Sastra and Ayurveda
Sastra and Jyothisha Sastra. He promised to do so.
But be attained Mahasamadhi before he could
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perfect that aspect of his mission. T am glad that
the Committee of management appointed by him
are putting up a shrine over his Samadhi. May
the institution be always a live wire of spirituality
as it was in his time!

I quote here in conclusion, two Sonnetts
which I wrote about him in my Sonnetts-sequence
entitled “ THE TEMPLE oF BEAUTY ”.

I

“With shining eyes and calm and happy face

And blessed with boundless life and psychic
peace,

‘The Mownaswami who had won release

_From passion’s power by God’s almighty grace
Approached with sweet and persuasive ways.
He drew men’s hearts- The lower self’s decease
And higher self’s intending sweet increase
He had achieved within his mortal days.
He yearned to see all men released from pain.
And knew nor rich nor poor nor high nor low
But went to all diffusing life and light
And taught how we by pure love could attain
The power behind earth’s varied fleeting show,
Have revelations of the inner sight.
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“Whenever vicious thoughts do thee assail,
Think of his sweet serenest holiness,

And stormless modes of inner blessedness,
His sweet release from passion’s gilded gaol,
Partaker in the soul’s divine wassail,

His love for men and gentle tenderness
Bring Godlike tears at sight of our distress
And ceaseless woes that lust and hate entail.
Ah! See the moon of his reposeful face
‘Which doth the gloomy clouds of grief disperse
And seas of Godward aspiration swells.

Ay! even me, outcaste from realms of grace,
That babble thus in unmelodious verse

A new and unknown force to light impels.

5. R.8S. SANKARA AYAR,
(Retd. District Judge)-

When the Dandayudapani shrine was builf i
the outer court of Kuttalam temple, Sri Swami
was always in Shencotta with the Engineer Rama-
swami Aiyar. Swami was alwaysin Shencottah
about 4 miles from the workspot and did not visit
or supervise. At the end of every week, the mais-
try would go to Shencotta to ask for payment.
Swami would ask the maistry to go and dig at the
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foot of some nearby tree. It was different each
time. When he went and dug he found the exact
amount in Rs. As. and Ps. The wages differed
week by week according to the number of men,
women and boys engaged as the work needed. All
through that work, Swami never handled money
himself. All payments came as stated above.
This was told to me by Ramaswami Iyer who
could not understand how the exact sum was found,
when Swami did not know how many worked each
week-day. Ramaswami Iyer mentioned this as one
of the marvels. '

In 1932 Dusserah Vijayadasami night, my
wife and I were asked to instal Sree Subrahmania
and Devayanal in the shrine attached to the Mutt.
A copper sheet yantram was produced. I marked
it for identity. The Swami then kept it and got
into a trance. It was weighed before being given
to him. After the trance he handed it back and
it was weighed again; the weight had increased to
the proportion of gold in excess of copper- The
mark I made was on the gold sheet.

In 1913 he was with me for about five days
at Sivaganga where I was alone (my family being
then in Bangalore) where I was then District Mun-
giff. He explained how he was able to tell what
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happens in distant places, as to persons whom he
does not know. He said “I do not go there. No
one comes from there to me. Butto my mind
the picture of the situation there appears. The
voice speaking there falls in my ears. I only
reproduce what I see or hear”.

In these days of Radio and television one may
perhaps find that there is in nature other means
of hearing and seeing without the aid of trans-
mitters or machines.

There can be no doubt of the fundamental
fact that the limits of natural powers have yet to
be studied, that what is considered supernatural to-
«day becomes proved to be natural tomorrow and
the marvel is that without the aid of machines
there have been sages who possessed these excep-
tional powers by self-development. ‘The created
‘world has in it the powers of the Creator like
charcoal having the Sun’s fire—Man has in "him
that power’. How it can be developed and made
to manifest itself is the Search of the Yogi. The
Saying “TAT TWAM ASI” has to be literally so
understood. Like the electric light having the
current of the generator—but not being the gene-
rator— man has God’s power but is not God. So
I understand Swamiji's message.
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6. V.N. VISVANATHA RAO,
(Retired Collector).

My wife and her parents (the late Justice
Bir & Lady Kumaraswami Sastri) have been long
standing devotees of the Swamiji. The marriage
.of my wife's sister with the son of the late A. S.
Krishnaswami Aiyar, Distriet Judge, (A. K. Rama-
.chandra Aiyar, Sub-Judge, Tanjore) was fixed up
by the Swamigal after Nishta. ‘

I once met the Swamiji in 1923 with my wife
and her parents and her sister and her husband.
We all did our obeisances and sat down. The
Swamigal signalled about me and wrote on a slip
Y Pams @ BoIEME Heot_wr . 1 sald [ had; but
he smiled and said he was right. He had guessed
my thoughts correctly. I was then an Assistant
to the Director of Agriculture. Later in 1930,
when I was Collector of Tinnevelly 1 visited him
only once, though my wife visited him almost
every day, whenever she was in Courtallam camp.
In 1942, 1 came to Courtallam on leave, then
became Collector. I was meeting him every day
when in Courtallam on leave or on camp until his
giddhi in 1943. I had become a maturer man in
matters of spirit by then. He welcomed me warm-
ly everytime I saw him.
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‘When once he asked me whether I had any
desire, I replied that I had only one desire viz.,
to be able to do Nishkama Karma, and that I had
no other desire. I think he realised that I was
sincere and that I was not still the man who had
no faith, but made formal obeisance in 1923.

7. KONDA KOTTIAH,
Advocate, Madras.

I made my first acquaintance with Sri Mowna.
Swamijee in 1924 at Courtallam during my pil-
grimage to the south. My first impression was
that he was a great plous Sanyasi devoted to reli-
gious propaganda. I came into closer contact
with him since April 1939 when I received Sri
Vidya Deeksha from him at Madras first and in
the Mandiram later. I performed my son’s Upa-
nayanam in the Mandiram under His auspices in
May 1939 and did “Bhashya Shanti” under His.
disciple Sri Yogananda Saraswathi Swamigal.

His main upadesh, at any rate to me, was.
Manolaya by Manasika-mantra-japam as well as
by doing Nithya and Naimittika karma prescribed
in srutis and smritis. He used me as an instru-
ment for initiating my wife and son into Mantra~
npadesam, so far as it is not inconsistent with Sas-
traic injunctions.
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Ever since 1939 I looked upon Swamijee not-
merely as my Gura but as God incarnate. It is
perhaps with a view to take me on to higher
planes, He was creating pleasant experiences for
my wife and myself.

He was appearing to us in Dhyanam, in
dreams and in visions even in waking state. Bub
he was always attributing the same not to him-
self but to our own devotion and sincere and per-
sistent practice. All the same h® was putting
before our mind’s eye the goal of Manolaya and.
Jeevabrahma-Aikyam.

To mention a few of our experiences:i—

1. Even within a month of His Upadesh to-
me, I was sometimes forgetting the Mantra-japam
and in Dhyana seceing him and doing Susrusha.
(physical service) to him mentally-

2. As I was feeling worried about the refusal
of licence for the construction of my house in.
Mylapore, he appeared to me in Dhyana and
gave me some advice which when followed.
immediately yielded the expected result.

3. A long standing disciple Rao Sahib-
Baktha Bushana Sri Venkatasubbiah Garu was
very much attached to Him and invited him for-
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Pada Pooja in his house on the occasion of his
Janma-vardhanthi (birthday) in 1941 which fell
on the occasion of Narasimha Jayanti day and
which also happened to be Friday and when simul-
taneously my humble self also made a pressing re-
quest ot the same kind to him. He kept quiet
and went away to a distant place promising to
satisfy the request of both. Iach one of us was
expecting his return to our house on the birthday
but there was no communication from him till three
days before the birthday. The communication
was in a dream to my wife to honour us with his
presence in our house on the birthday. At the
same time he was pleased to write to the other
Sishya to arrange his Pada Pooja in my house in
the presence of all his disciples available at Madras.
That Sishya and myself moved like brothers in
my house, received the Swamijee and did Pada
Pooja in the presence of several sishyas.

4. When my wife was feeling anxious about
the marriage of our eldest daughter after the
demise of Swamijee, he appeared to her at Guntur
in actual waking state and assured her that the
match for which we were trying would soon be set-
tled. In fact it was settled in a few hours.

5. In 1942 my wife got a heart attack ab
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Guntur where we were staying on account of the
Government order to leave Madras. That attack
developed into convulsions and fits. In August,
1942 the doctor at Guntur advised me to take her
to Madras for treatment and I did so. Several
eminent doctors, Allopathic, Homeopathiec,.
Ayurvedic and Unani, tried their best to treat her,
but failed. All the same I did not think it proper
to worry our Swamijee about this. But a disciple:
Sri 8. V. Srinivasa Rao of Guntur going to Cour-
tallam for Navarathri celebrations saw me at
Madras and pressed me to permit him to report.
my wife’s condition to Swamijee. It was accord-
ingly done and Sri Swamijee was pleased to send
a Yanthram with necessary instructions for my
wife wearing the same and when the Yanthram.
was worn she was completely relieved of the trou-
ble to the pleasent surprise of doctors ;as well ‘as.
the members of the family.

6. In April, 1942 when I was'seriously think--
ing of permanently shifting to Guntur on account
of threatened invasion by the Japanese, Swamijee
appeared to me in a dream at 4 A. M. of 16—4—42"
and told me that by the Grace of Sri Rajarajeswari
Ambal nothing untoward would happen to us and
that I need not remove any samans to Guntur-
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and that I might even bring my family from
Guntur to Madras. All the same I attempted to
remove the samans but I failed in the attempt for
want of conveyances. I myself went to Guntur
to join my family there. Shortly thereafter I
received a holograph letter of Sri Swamijee con-<
taining the same message.

7. On the 13th day of his demise when I was
in the Mutt premises as I was taking a stroll in the
mutt garden, I saw the vision of Swamijee coming
towards me with a torch light in his hand,

Since his demise in December 1943 such ex-
periences have become scarce but I have reasons
to believe that he is helping me to make pro-
gress towards “‘Manolaya’.

‘When I was thinking seriously of Thuriya
Asrama in 1941 while Swamijee was camping with
me at Madras, he was pleased to explain to me
the difficulties of strictly following the Sastraic
injunctions prescribed for the asrama and persuad-
ed me to continue as a householder doing religious
sadhana.

When occasionally I was referring to his
occult powers, he mentioned to me that they
were given to him for the purpose of establish-
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ing the Mutt and, that purpose having been
achieved, he was deliberately avoiding the use
‘of such powers and advised me not to think of
them at all as they are obstacles in the way of
real spiritual progress.

7. L. S. PARTHASARATHY AIYAR,
Retired Distriet Judge.

‘What to say of His Holiness Sree Mowna Swa-
migal? That one, who came from Andhra Desa, to
the southern-most part of the Tamilnad, unknown
and by dint of sheer Tapasya, was able to instal
deities in the temple there, and build temples of
his own and acquire valuable property for them,
and more, able to draw hundreds and thousands
of Sishyas to him, all like Sri Dakshinamoorthi,
by Mowna (silence), is itself proof of his spiritual
powers and the desire to elevate humanity and

$ake it to its proper and native place, viz. Brahman-
hood. All His Grace !
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