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too. Several forms of clapping (kummiyadi) and leg posi-
tions (Adavus) have been developed. The poem achieves
classical quality when clapping, singing and dancing are in

tune with ¢Thalam’, situation, music and meaning of the
poem.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

In Sangam Literature, though there is no reference to
kummi, there are very many occurances of kuravai-k-kuttu,
a kind of dance performed by women-folks, forming a
circle. There is very good reason to believe that kummi is an
off-shoot of kuravai as they have so many common charac-
teristics. An obvious difference is, while there is limited
movement for hands and legs in kuravai (as the hands are
often times interlinked) they are profusely used in kummi.

Usually the songs in kummi are sung by the leader of the
group followed by its members. Some times the whole group
sings at the same time. Most of the kummi poems in the
carly stages were nothing but popular songs sung by the
folks. Gradually drawn by the attractive tunes ( Mettus)
various themes and stories came to be treated in ‘Kummi
Mettu’. Just like any other form of folk art used in reli-
gious and literary works, kumiii poems have also been
found to be preferred by many writers.

Ramalinga Swamigal, Gopalakrishna Bharati, Subramania
Bharati, Namakkal Kavingar Ramalingam Pillai, Kavimani
Desigavinayagam Pillai and Kumari Cheliyan have wused
‘Kummi® as a literary form. Simplicity, melodions nature,
ability to narrate stories, adaptability for dance sequances
etc. are the common features of kummi that have secured
a unique place for it in Tamil Literature.

MODE OF DISPLAY

In almost all the states in India, in some form or
other, kummi is in vogue. Kummi in Tamilnadu, keppi
in Andhra Predesh, kaikotti-kali and Kudi Attam in Kerala,
Karba in Gujarat, Kummar in Rajasthan etc. have common
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SONGS PRODUCING SOUND EFFECT

Kummi is an art in which dancing and hand to hand
<lapping are in harmony with the tune of the songs. The

poets selected suitable words to produce the desired sound
10 co with the tune

‘Natarajar Kummi’® is a good example where the words
used are in tune with the ‘dancing sound’. The poet has
even taken liberty to use letters in the beginning of words
which are disallowed by grammatical ordinances. Most of
these letters are used merely to produce sweet musical sound
and not for conveying any meaning. In a few songs
Sanskrit words are used in .order to give sound effect. Words
used only for the sake of providing ‘musical effect” have
not affected the creative talents or the imaginative ability
of the pcets.

Colloquial speech forms are also used in some of the
Kummi Songs. Such usages must have been very common
among the people in those days. The poets might have
thought that such of them are easy for popular understanding.
The people found it easy to identify themselves in those speech
forms. Local dialects found their places in the Kumm
Songs. They can be easily identified to which place they
_belong by their dialectical forms. Ceeni Aiyangar Kummi
can easily be found out to be the work of an author belonging
to Coimbatore District. Likewise Maruta Pandian Kummi
is the work of a Thirunelveli man.

SPECIAL FEATURES OF KUMMI POEMS

In some kummi poems various types of folk-songs like
Lullaby, Lamenting, Swing song and Boating song etc. are
mixed in order to provide sound and sense effect. Some
songs are mere proverbs but the words are arranged in such
a way that they confirm to kummiform. The poets have
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even attempted to explain the meaning of the proverbs they
have used.

The kummi poems are rich with examples, allusions,
similes, anecdotes, symbols, metaphers etc. Philosophic ideas

too have found place in poems dealing with events from day
to day life.

Usages of words from other languages is a common feature
in most of the kummi poems. 1In the Sivaganga Kummi,
which is historical, English words like clerk, soldier, pistol,
company, collector, court etc. are found used of and again.
Further Sanskrit words like Abishekam, Santhosam, Kastam,
Tushtan etc. are found frequently used as to the speech
habits of the people. Obviously, the poets did not seem to

have cared much for the purity of language. Their real
concern was to get their ideas across to people in an

understandable language. So chastity of language was left
uncared for.

Kummi poems have been found to be used to serve
special purposes. Though kummi developed asa simple art
gradually it acquired religious connections. Many story
poems are based on the Hindu Puranas, Christian and Muslim
poets have also used this art for religious propaganda. Some
kummi poems have philosophic and morality motives,

Historical facts have been dealt with in some of the kummi
poems. Kattapomman kummi, Marutu Pandian kummi,
Sivagangai kummi, Chinna Malai kummi, Ceenij Aiyangar
kummi etc. have facts regarding the East India Company’s
rule in India. The power and position of the chieftains, the
Paligars and Indian officers like Thasildar and Magistrate can
be known from these Kummi Songs. The struggle of the
people under the Company’s regime can be well known from
some of the Kummi poems. They were taxed heavily and
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