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PREFACE

* Thoothu ” is a special type of literary composition
in Tamil in which the author conveys a message through
-an appropriate messenger to the object of his love or adera-
ion and embellishes the central idea -with all literary
devices. | Virali Vidu Thoothu is a variety of this
poetic genre, often couched in popular and sometimes
colloquial language. In the work now published, an
annoymous poet conveys his tribute to his gene-
rous patron Sendalangaran, who is understood to have
" been an accountant of the Government (‘Attavanai) in
Mannargudi in Tanjore District, under the reign of King
Shahaji of Maratta dynastry who ruled between the years
1634 and 1714 A D. The author ingeniously interweaves

the glory of the hero of the poem, Sendalangaran, with
a message of love sent by one Vahu Bhatta of Nagapatti-

nam to his wife through ¢ Virali ~ a wandering ministrel

who is an expert in dancing,.

The present work is based on a palm leaf manuscript
in the T. M. S. S. M. Library bearing No. M. 96/283.
Although the literary worth of the pozm may not be of a
very high order, it is a useful record of the state of society
in Tamil Nadu, where even as late as the 17th and 18th

centuries A. D., the age of the great donors and patrons



of Tamil Literature had not faded away and where not
only great sovereigns, but also men of the rank of
Sendalangaran held it as a matter of dignity to help and

honour the Tamil poets.

Our thanks are due to Thiru C. Govindarajanar, Pro-
fessor, Pulavar Kalloori, Karanthai, for his having edited
this work in an able and scholarly manner and to the Pro-
prietor, Vetrivel Press, Thanjavur for his neat execution.

Our thanks are always due in an abundant measure
to the Government of Tamil Nadu for their generous
publication grant, but for which many books preserved in

this library would not be available to the public.

Thanjavur
Date : 30-1-69, N. Xaadaswamy,

HONORARY SECRETARY,
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