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PREFACE

It is an established fact of great seers and
thinkers of our motherland that our life is some-
thing like a Chariot with two wheels running on
the royal road of births and deaths; one Spiritual
.and the other Physical as such it is mnecessary to
look after the safety of the Chariot just to keep it
in a sound condition.

Nowadays our life is dominated by materialistic
-thoughts of the west neglecting more and more the
.other wheel of the Chariot namely Spiritualism. As
.a consequence of this we are overwhelmed with
troubles and worries, in spite of various efforts
perpetually made to establish & peaceful life. But
there can never be a peaceful life without content-
ment which can be attained only through spiritual
wisdom, renunciation and renouncement of sensual
passions. This deduction is a crystal clear truth
experienced and realized by our Spiritually advanced
ancestors.

The inaugaration of this Spiritual wisdom was
conclusively accepted to be by Lord Rishabha Deva
mow after a deep research in the philosophical
sacriptures  and literature by eminent and disting-
ifushed scholars of east and west and Lord Rishabha
Deva was acclaimed by all as the originator and
organiser of Human Society. He is referred” to in
the Vedas, the Agamas, the Puranas and also in the
most ancient works of Tamil literature such as
‘Tiru Kural’ ¢Chintamani’ etc. The most ancient
school of Philosophy like Jainism too accepted
Lord Rishabha Deva, as its first Tirthankara and
western Scholars of international reputation like
Herman Jacobi, Pertold, Thomas and Glascenaep have



ii

come to this conclusion that Lord Rishabha Deva was.
the first Thirthankara who founded Jainism. These
scholars have proved beyond doubt that Lord Mahavira.
was only the last of the 24 Tirthankaras who.
propounded and propogated Jaina school of thought.

We find innumerable idols of Rishabha Deva,
throughout our country and abroad and as an
example there is a beautiful idol in the temple
situated in the serene Village of Polal, on the way
to the Blue watered lake of Red-Hills and built
during, the time of the Pallava rulers whose
meditative posture  itself indicates  that real
happiness lies always within one’s self and never
outside i. e., it is always subjective and not objective.
So this happiness is found only in resorts like Ashramas:
and munivasas by practising mortification, penance-
and self control and not by roaming hither and
thither to the luxurious places of Hill Stations and
Sanatoriums, as presumed by the people influenced
by Western cult.

This present Conversational booklet is written by
Sri Jeevabandhu T. 8. Sripalji of Humanitarian League-
a good Tamil scholar supported by historical, literary
and logical points and is published with a view to-
enlighten spiritual path for the attainment of eternal
and real happiness by people at large.

I hope that people may adopt the path of Spiritual
realization and establish ¢ Vishwashanti or world peace ™
in the midst of so much of strife and turmoil prevailing
all over the globe.

MADEAS Rishabhdass Jain
22-10-53 Ex. General Secrotary,
Jain Mission Society,
Madras.
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